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THE FOUNDER OF THE EARTH AND THE SPANNER

OF THE HEAVENS

.. Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and M]) right
hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, the])
stand up together."-Isaiah xlviii., 13.

ON a recent morning, before coming downstairs, we read this chapter,

and we were specially impressed by the verse at the head of this Famil])
Portion. Later in the day, when walking along the road, we thought that

the hand which founded the earth and spanned the heavens is an almighty

hand, and it is the hand of our God and Father. As Father He pities
His people, and has loved them with an everlasting love. If then He
loves us, and has almighty power, He must be both able and willing to

display His power on our behalf. There is nothing which His almighty

hand cannot do for us. Our hearts were cheered at the thought. Then

it occurred to us that these words might be suitable for the Famil])
Portion. A large number of our readers live in all parts of the British
Isles and in distant lands. When one of our sons was preaching and
speaking in America and Canada, he was now and again accosted by
readers of this Magazine. The same thing occurred when he and his
wife visited Australia and New Zealand. All the believing readers of
this Magazine are members of the one body, the one spiritual temp1e, the
one Family of God. They are all one in Christ Jesus. They differ. in
age, in position, in earthly circumstances, but " the same Lord over all is
rich unto all that call upon Him" (Rom. x. 12).. The same Scriptures
were written for the instruction and comfort of them all, Hence there
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is instruction and comfort for all the scattered people of God in this verse
which speaks of the Almighty Founder of the earth and the Spanner of
the heavens. Let us make it the subject of our meditation.

I. First, it teaches much truth conceming the Three Persons in the
Trinity.

All the three divine Persons took part in the founding of the earth and
the spanning of the heavens. .. In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth." He is the same God Who said, .. Let us make man in
our image" (Gen. i. I, 26). In the New Testament" the only
begotten of the Father," the eternal Son, is called" the Word," and of
Him it is said, .. All things were made by Him; and without Him was
not anything made that was made." .. By Him (His dear Son) were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether there be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers: all things were created by Him and for Him: and He is before
all things, and by Him all things consist." (Col. i. 13, 16, 17; John
i. 3, 14). Again, we read" By the word of the Lord were the heavens
made, and all the host of them by the breath (or Spirit) of His mouth"
(Psalm xxxiii. 6; Gen. i. 2).

It follows therefore that" The Father is almighty, the Son almighty,
and the Holy Ghost almighty." Believers have an almighty Creator, an
almighty Redeemer, and an almighty Regenerator and Sanctifier.

The almighty, creati.ve power of God is emphasised in Scripture for
our comfort.

When Hezekiah and his people were in great danger froll\ the
Assyrian king he found comfort in saying in his prayer, .. Thou hast
made heaven and earth" (Isaiah xxxvii. 16). The God Who made
heaven and earth could surely save him from the hand of an earthly
monarch.

Jeremiah found comfort from this truth. He prayed and said, .. Ah
Lord God! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy
great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for
Thee" (Jer. xxxii. 17).

Jehovah Himself said to Abraham, .. Is anything too hard for the
Lord?" (Gen. xviii. 14).

We to-day need to be reminded of His almighty power in reference
to the fulfilment of all His promises to His people. So great was
Abraham's faith that he was "fully persuaded that, what He had
promised, He was able also to perform" (Rom. iv. 21). His almighty
ability is still there. There is nothing He cannot do for His believing
people.
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His creative and unlimited power is often referred to, so that His
people may never forget it. .. Lift up your eyes on high," He says to His
people, .. and behold Who hath created these things that bringeth out
their host by number. He called them all by names by the greatness of
His might, for that He is strong in power" (Isaiah xl. 26). .. He hath
measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and meted out heavenl
with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure,
and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance" (Isaiah
xl. 12). .

If you are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, you need ever to' remember that He, the Lord thy Maker, is .. He
that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the
earth." If such a God is thine, why shouldest thou be afraid of a man
that shall die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass, and
forget the Lord thy Maker Who has almighty power at all times to help
thee and to supply thy needs? (See Isaiah li. 12, I 3).

Rather let us join with the four and twenty elders in heaven saying,
.. Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:
for Thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were
created" (Revelation iv. 11).

2. Secondly, notice that the verse we are considering speaks of
God's hand thaf laid the foundation of the earth and of His right
hand that spanned the heavens.

.. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the hrmameht showeth
His hand))DJork" (Psalm xix. 1). It is good to think of His handy.
work not only in creation, but also in many other ways.

( 1) His hand is a might}} hand. In a variety of ways He uses His
hand on behalf of His people.

Joshua refers to His hand of power at the Red Sea and at the river
Jordan. He wished God's ancient people to tell their children of His
mighty deeds. .. The Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan
before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your God did to the
Red Sea, which He dried up from before us, until we were gone over:
that all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that if
is might)): that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever" (Joshua iv.
22~24). The mighty hand of God is put forth in manifold ways and
all His people see displays of His mighty hand in their experiences.
They see it in His quickening, and regenerating mercies. It is His
mighty hand that gives life to the sinner, dead in trespass and sins. His
hand turns him from darkness to light and from the power of Satan unto
God. His hand preserves him from the power of all his spiritual
enemies. His hand guides him in the way He would have him go. His
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hand protects him from peril, wonderfully supplies his needs and gives
him daily cause to raise sweet Ebenezers to His praise. No danger is
too great for Him to avert. No difficulty is beyond His power to solve,
and no need too great for Him to supply. The whole history of Gd',;
people in the past should confirm them in the assu.rance of the mightiness
of His hand, and influence them constantly to recognise that the hand of
the Lord is mighty.

(2) His hand is a chastening hand.

His ancient people .. cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and
despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore is the anger of
the Lord kindled against His people, and He hath stretched forth His
hand against them, and hath smitten them" (Isaiah v. 24, 25). This is
a solemn truth.

(3) His hand needs to be consiqered.

We need to take note of His omnipotent hand. The power of His
hand in creation, providence and grace is revealed for our instruction and
benefit. We need to meditate upon it and profit by its consideration.
The ungodly rise early in the morning to indulge in sinful pleasures.
They delight in strong drink and worldly pleasure, .. but fJhey regard not
the wode of the Lord, neither consider the operaticm of His hands"
(Isaiah v. 12). A divine woe is promised against them for this failure.
His eternal power and Godhead are seen in the things that are made and
" they are without excuse" who take no heed to the evidences of God's
hand of power. (Rom. i. 20).

(4) His hand cannot be tumed back or hindered from carrying out
His purpose.

He says, .. I will break the Assyrian in My land, and upon My
mountains tread him under foot. . . . This is the purpose that is purposed
upon the whole earth: and this is the hand that is stretched out upon all
the nations. F or the Lord ~f hosts hath purposed, and who shall
disannul it? And His hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it
bacle?" (Isaiah xiv. 25-27). The nations of the earth with their rulers
need to remember that the Lord reigneth, and His hand can bring
judgment upon all the nations that rebel against His word, and refuse to
recognise His supreme authority. He has recently manifested His
judgment upon the nations in the second great war, but no national
repentance followed. Who can tell what further judgments may proceed
from His ruling hand?

Many are prone to go down to Egypt or to the world for help.
" They look not unto the Holy One of Israel ,neither seek the Lord."
Of such it is written, .. When the Lcrd shall stretch out His hand, both
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he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen sh~ll fall down, and they
all shalI fail together" (Isaiah xxxi.- 1-3).

(5) His hand is a hand (hat dispenses pardon to His people.

His ancient people have sinned. They have sinned grievously, but He
has not abandoned them. Hence He says, .. Comfort ye, comfort ye
My people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem; and
cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned: for she hath received of the Lo,rd's hand double for all her
sins" (Isaiah xl. 1, 2). Then" He shall feed His flock like a
shepherd: He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in
His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young." Though
they have made Him to serve with their sins, and wearied Him with their
iniquities, yet He will say to them, .. I, e.ven I, am He that blotteth out
thy transgressions' for Mine Own sake, and will not remember thy sins."
.. I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud
thy sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee" (Isaiah xliii. 24,
25; xliv. 22). The ground of this rich mercy win be the substitutionary
work of His dear Son, the Messiah Whom they despised .and rejected.
The time will come when through His infinite grace they will be led by
His Spirit to say, .. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the
iniquity of us all." .. He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him;
and with His stripes we are healed" (Isaiah liii. 5, 6). Christ, Who is
the great theme of this prophecy, is a light to lighten the Gentiles and the
glory of His people Israel. He is to be God's salvation u~to the end of
the earth. Hence the hand of the Lord will be stretched out in pardoning
mercy to all the chosen people of God, whether Jews or Gentiles.
(Isaiah xlix. 6; Acts xiii. 46, 47).

(6) His people are the worlr of His hands.

This is true of their natural being. They say, .. Thy hands have
made me and fashioned me" (Psalm cxix. 73).

It is also true of their spiritual being. .. We are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them" (Ephes. ii. 10). We were dead in
trespasses and sins, but He quickened us together with Christ. (Ephes.
ii. 5, 10). We were born again, .. not of blood. nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 12, 13). To Him
must be the glory if we have a new heart and have put on the new man.
His people, whether Jew or Gentile, are" the branch of His planting,
the work of His hands, that He may be glorified" (Isaiah Ix. 21).
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(7) Lastly. His hand is a shepherd hand.

His peopl~ can say... We are the people of His pasture and the sheep
of His hand" (Psalm xcv. 7). .. No man is able to pluck them out of
His hand" (John x. 29). With His strong hand He will bring and
lead them all safely to glory.

Let us then remember that His hand hath laid the foundation of the
earth. and His right hand hath spanned the heavens. When He calls
unto them. they stand up together. They stand at attention to His voice.
they obey His commands. Unlimited power is His. This is the Hand
which is stretched out to care for. protect, to guide His redeemed people.
This is the Hand which will bring them all to glory.

.. Fear not. I am with thee. oh be not dismayed!
For I am thy God. and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee. help thee. and cause thee to stand.
Upheld by My righteous omnipotent hand."

(Ge.orge Keith).
THE EDITOR

W;hiti'ngtJon Vicarage; (Thomas Houghton).
Sto'ke Fer~y. King's Lynn. Norfolk.

UNBIBLICAL METHODS OF EVANGELISATION.
A LEICESTER correspondent writes :':""-1 should like to thank you for
your article in the Gospel Magazine on current methods of evangelism
and their unoiblical character. Some of us have been deeply stirred on
this ,question for some time past. We hear certain catch phrases like•
.. It all depends on us. our lack of consecration is holding up revival,
&c. . . ." What a different atmosphere we find in the Acts of the
Apostles. We see our victorious Lord directing the campaign from His
seat at the right hand of God in the heavens.... There is no dependence
on the arm of flesh in the way of organised campaigns. musical services.
&c. Those whom the Father had given to Christ came to Him and were
saved-made safe for time and eternity. It is grand to read in the
Go~pel Magazine the old Gospel of free and sovereign grace. May the
Lord abundantly bless your witness in these days of Apostasy.

MON.THLY ISSUE OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE:
IMPORTANT NOTICE.

OUR publisher has now been able to arrange that, God willing, the
Magazine will be issued monthly. beginning in January next. F or the
present the annual subscription for copies by post will be seven shillings
post free from January next. This refers to o'rders sent direct from the
Office. Copies ordered from a bookseller or newsagent will cost
sixpence a copy or six shillings for the year.
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RE.VIVAL.

.. Wilt Thou not revIve us again: that Thy people may re}oice In

Thee? "-Psalm lxxv. 6.

REVIVAL.-I. ITs MEANING.

MANY of the Lord's people feel that there is a great need for a revival.
and they long to see a mighty display of God's reviving power. In some
quarters there is the idea that a revival can be arranged and o~ganised.

Some also seem to have rather hazy notions of what a revival means, and
others seem to have expectations of a revival which are not warranted by
Scripture. All well-taught Christians must feel that the present condition
of the professing Church is deplorable. There is a widespread departure
from the old truths of the Gospel. Sacerdotalism and Modernism prevail
very largely in the Church of England, and Modernistic teaching has got
a firm footing in the Free Churches. Worldliness abounds. Worldly
services and worldly methods of obtaining money are the order of the
day. The idea of conducting services and carrying on the work of the
Lord on Scriptural lines is largely ignored. Bible exposition and real
Gospel preaching are exceedingly rare. There is a growing deadness
and indifference to spiritual things. The great majority seem to be living
as if there were no God, no heaven, no hell. The Lord's day is
increasingly desecrated. Church attendance is lamentably declining.
Fewer children atlend our Sunday Schools. Fewer young men desire
to enter the ministry. Even of the Lord's true people it may be said that
their'love is waxing cold.

Now there can be no doubt that an apostasy is predicted, and that the
time immediately preceding the coming of the Son of Man will be
comparable to the awful condition of things which prevailed in the days
of Noah. In some respects, therefore, it might be said that the present
condition of the professing Church is approaching what our Lord and
His Apostles have predicted. Things are developing towards the final
anti-Christian apostasy foretold in the Scriptures of truth. With the
prophetic Scriptures in our hands can we certainly expect a revival?
Do they warrant us to expect it? We do not think that they do. Are
we then to fold our arms and to be indifferent to the general evil tendency
of the times? God forbid! But let us be guided by Scripture. Let us
not expect more than Scripture warrants. Let US remember that in this
dispensation the broad way will always be peopled by the many, and the
narrow way will always be peopled by the few. With these restraining
thoughts in our mind, let us consider what is really meant by a revival.
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The words of the Psalmist may well be our guide in this matter. He
says, .. Wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in
Thee?" A revival begins with God's true people. It is a fresh
experience of life. All the Lord's people are already alive. They are
in vital union with Christ, but there is constant need of fresh experiences
of spiritual life and spiritual energy. The Church of God corporately,
and believers individually, may lose their first love. They may grow
indifferent about holding fast to revealed truth. Their zeal in the Lord's
work may be diminished. They may give themselves less to prayer and
to the study of the Word. They may become worldly in their walk and
conversation. They may be less abundant in the fruit of the spirit, less
valiant for the truth, less earnest in making known the pure Gospel of
God's grace and, in general, they may become cold, languid and almost
spiritually dead. The influence of the world, the flesh, and the devil is
so great that God's true people are always in danger of getting slack, cold
and lifeless. They are, therefore, in continual need of revival, and the
more they feel this, the more will they cry, .. Wilt Thou not revive us
again?" Eleven times over in the one hundred and nineteenth Psalm
there are references to the quickening and reviving power of the Spirit
which the Lord's people so much need. Each individual believer has
need to pray, .. Revive Thy work, 0 Lord, in my own heart. Quicken
me, according to Thy Word. Grant me a fresh experience of the living
power of the Holy Ghost."

If a revival takes place in the believer's heart it will be seen in his life
and walk and testimony. A revival is not a fresh experience of life, 0ut
a fresh evidence of life. ' .. If we live in the Spirit," the Apostle says,
.. let us also walk in the Spirit." One evidence of revival is a keener
appetite for the Word of God. Fresh life and vigour implies more
vigorous health, and the healthy man has a good appetite. The more
spiritually healthy we are ,the more shall we love God's \Vord. .. 0
how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day" is the language
of one whose soul is prospering: The more we are under the influence of
the Spirit of life, the more shall we love the Word which He has inspired.
Our appetite for the Word will be manifested in private meditation on its
doctrines and precepts. It will be manifested in family reading and
prayer. It will be manifested in regularly assembling with the Lord's
people to hear the Word of God read and expounded. If we are
ministers we shall honour the Word in our pulpits. Its truths from
Genesis to Revelation will be regularly unfolded. We shall feed the
Church of God which He hath purchased with His Own blood. We
shall obey the Apostolic injunction and preach the Word, the whole
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Word and nothing but the Word. Another evidence of revival is more
fruitfulness. The fruit of the indwelling Spirit is .. love. joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness temperance." How
we all come short in these graces! Another evidence of revival is
increased zeal in the work of the Lord. The Evangelical revival of the
eighteenth century was characterised by remarkable zeal in preaching
everywhere the pure Gospel of the Grace of God. Witness the labours
of such men as Whitefield and T oplady, Romaine and Grimshaw,
Berridge and Walker. .. Always abounding in the work of the Lord "
should always characterise all the people of God. "In Apostolic times
Christian laymen when scattered abroad by persecution went .. every
where preaching the Word. " To be continually making known the
Gospel to every creature is a mark of renewed spiritual life. There will
also be renewed zeal in that" work and labour of love" which consists
in ministering to the saints. Another evidence of revival is an awakening
among those who are/dead in trespasses and sins. Increased life on the
part of God's living people leads to increased zeal in the Lord's work,
increased devotion in His service, and increased faithfulness in preaching
that Gospel which is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth. When the Lord's people were walking in the fear of the
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, they were multiplied.

." The Lord added to the Church daily such as should be saved." Do
we realise our need of revival? Are we conscious of our coldness.
langour, and spiritual deadness? Do we realise how we fail to conform
to "the Word of God? If so, let us cry, .. Wilt Thou not revive us again
that Thy people may rejoice in Thee? "

REVIVAL.-H. ITs CHARACTER AND SOURCE.

All true spiritual revival must be according to the Word of God. In
other words, it must he in harmony with the mind of the Spirit Who
inspired the Word of God. The Oxford Movement might be called a
revival, but who would say it was a revival on the lines of Scripture? It
was manifestly a revival of sacerdotal teaching and of ritualistic practices.
It was a revival of those doctrines and practices which were discarded at
the Reformation. It was a revival not of Christianity, but of Church
ianity. Modernism may be called a revival, but it is a revival of Broad
Churcn teaching, and down-grade theology. The revival which Spirit
taught men desire should be a revival in harmony with the infallible
Word of God. Three times over in the one hundred and nineteenth
Psalm occurs a prayer for revival according to the Word of God.
.. Quicken me (i.e., revive me), 0 Lord, according unto Thy Word."
There is a great deal of energy displayed now in the professing ~hurch.
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but when brought to the test of Scripture it will be found to be of the
flesh. The Apostle warns us against building wood, hay, or stubble on
the One F ound~tion. .. The fire shall try every man's work of what sort
it is," and only gold, silver, and precious stones will stand the test.
Church work is not necessarily Christian work. Activit{es which have
for their object the pleasing of the flesh do not originate with the Spirit
of life. Let us beware of things which'merely please the eyes and the
ears of those who are still .. in the flesh," and who have not the Spirit of
Christ. Churches may be filled by fleshly attractions, and by com
promise, but the energy which fills them is not the energy which comes
from the Holy Ghost. A revival according to the Word of God would
mean a return to the preaching of the Gospel of the Grace of God. It
would mean that preachers would not shun to declare all the counsel of
God. It would mean the scrapping of ornate services and the return to
simplicity in worship. It would mean the abandonment of all worldly
means of getting money for the Lord's work and the abandonment of all
worldly amusements in connection with our churches. It would mean
that the Bible would be more fully recognised as our only rule of faith
and practice.

But whence can come such a revival? What is the true and only
source of revival? The source of all life is God. He is characteristically
the" God, Who quickeneth the dead." He is the source of natural life.
When He made man at the first He .. breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living soul." It is .. in Him we live. and
move, and have our being." .. He gi.veth to all life, and breath, and all
things." He is the source of spiritual life.' To the Ephesian saints the
Apostle said, .. You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins." Being rich in mercy, and because of His great love,. He
quickehed them together with Christ. In a spiritual sense they were His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works. He is the source
of resurrection life. .. The Father raiseth up the dead. and quickeneth
them." In N aaman's time the king of Israel recognised this truth when
he said, .. Am I God, to kill and to m~ke alive?" Only God can give
life. Paul wrote to Timothy, .. I give thee charge in the sight of God,
Who quicieneth all things." All living creatures owe their life to Him.
All revival is therefore of Him, for a revival is a time of ex.traordinary
religious awakening. It is a quickening from languor of God's people,
and may issue also in a quickening of those who are still spiritually dead.
If we desire a revival, then, we must look up to God. Our prayer should
be .. Wilt Thou not revive US again?" The restoration of the Jews
from the Babylonian captivity was a Divinely-given revival nationally,
and in part spiritually. Ezra acknowledges that" now for a little space
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grace hath been' shewed from the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant
to escape, and to give us a nail in His holy place, that our God may
lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage." The
Lord had extended mercy to them to give them a reviving, to set up
the house of their God, and to repair the desolations thereof. This
revival was a revival of the Lord's people, at the Lord's time, and it was
the outcome of the Lord's grace and mercy. A more extensive revival,
national and spiritual, is predicted concerning them. At present the
whole house of Israel are like the dry bones referred to in EzekieI's
vision. But it is ]ehovah's intention, not now, but at a later date, to open
their graves and to cause them to come up out of their graves, and to
bring them into the land of Israel, and He will put His Spirit in them,
and they shall live. In reference to that time ,the prophet Hosea predicts
that they will say, .. Come, and let us return unto the Lord; for He hath
torn, and He will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will bind us up.
After two days will He revive us: in the third day He will raise us up,
and we shall live in His sight." Canon F ausset remarks on this passage,
.. Primarily, in type, Israel's national revival, in a short period, two or
three being used to denote a few days."

Now these predictions of a future revival in relation to God's ancient
people are full of instruction for ourselves. .At present, Israel are
judicially blinded, and their blindness is to continue until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come in. A remnant of them, according to the election of
grace, are to be saved, but the predicted pouring out of the Spirit upon
them, and the consequent spiritual revival which is to take place is yet
future, and we are not warranted 'to antedate it. We must recognise in
regard to it the sovereignty of God. When the predestined time to
favour Zion is come, then ]ehovah will arise and have mercy upon her.
In like manner, we must recognise the sovereignty of God in reference to
any temporary revival which He might be pleased to give in our own day.
It may please Him to give temporary· revivals on a smaller or larger scale
before the end of this dispensation comes. It certainly will please Him to
accomplish the number of His elect. He is now visiting the Gentiles to
take out of them a people for His Name. But for aught we know He
may be now judicially blinding the professing' Church for her terrible
apostasy from His truth, and although He will certainly quicken and
revive individuals in response to their prayers, He may not be pleased to
grant any revival on a large scale.

REVIVAL."':"-III. THE MEANS.

\Ve have seen that the true and only source of revival lies in .. God,
Whoquickeneth the dead." It is important, however ,to distinguish
between the extraordinary religious awakening and the frequent revival
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which each individual believer needs in his own soul. Just as it should be
our daily prayer that we may be filled with the Spirit for the ordinary
duties of life, so we need to pray often for the revival of God's work in
our own souls. We are in continual danger of getting cold and slack and
languid, and only Divine grace can keep us warm, diligent and whole
hearted in the service of our Lord and Master. The more each individual
believer feels his need of quickening, and prays accordingly, the more will
the whole Church in any given place give evidence of the quickening and
reviving power of the Holy Ghost.

But God uses means to revive His people both individually and
collectively. These now call for our attention. In the first place He
uses His Word to quicken and revive His people. Twice in the hundred
and nineteenth Psalm is revival in the sou,l ,of a believer attributed to the
Word of God... Thy Word," says the psalmist, .. hath quickened me,"
and again he says, .. I will never forget Thy precepts, for with them
Thou hast quickened me." We have often felt pulled up and checked
by tne Word of God. When the Word is accompanied by the Spirit's
power, the believer is often convicted of slackness and inconsistency, and
stimulated to pray, .. Quicken Thou me according to Thy Word." If,'
however, we neglect His Word in private meditation, in the family, or in
the public assemblies of God's people, its use as a means of revival is
greatly diminished. The Word needs to be regularly read and pondered
if it is to be a means of spiritual quickening.

It is to be feared that the private, prayerful reading and study of the
Word is largely crowded out. Late hours for retiring, late rising, the
hurried breakfast, and the rush to catch train or 'bus in order to be in
time for business, often crowd out, even in the case of a child of God, the
calm, quiet and prayerful study of the Word in our bedrooms ere we face
the duties of the day. No wonder that many Christians are lamentably
ignorant of their Bibles, worldly in their lives, slack and cold in prayer
and testimony. They fail to take time to meditate on the Word of God,
and to pray over its pages. God uses His Word in family worship also,
where that institution is not crowded out by the modern rush. His Word
is also used as a means of reviving His people when they gather together
at week-day and Lord's Day services. But He cannot use His Word
on such occasions unless it is preached. Is it preached? Are the
ministers of to-day, speaking generally, preachers of the Word? Are
they men of one book? Are the sermons expositions' of the Word of
God, careful unfoldings of its truths, full settings forth of the Gospel of
the grace of God? If the Gospel is to .. conquer sinners" and to
.. comfort saints," it must be preached. Can the hearers after hearing a
sermon say, .. Thy words were found and I did eat them; and Thy
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Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart"? If the sheep
are to be vigorous, strong and healthy they must be fed, and the apostolic
command is .. Take heed unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of
God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood." .. The sincere
milk of the word," and also its" strong meat," are both needful if the
members of the Lord's family are to be healthy and strong and vigorous.
If the Lord's people are to be revived there is need for a revival of
private and family study of. the Word of God, and a revival in the
preaching of the Word.

In like manner, if there is to be an awakening among those who are
dead in trespasses and sins. there must be a revival of Gospel preaching.
It pleases God through the foolishness of preaching Christ and Him
crucified to save them that believe. The old Gospel. the unchangeable
Gospel, the Gospel alone, is the 'power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth; A curse is pronounced upon us if we preach any other
Gospel than that which the Apostles pre·ached. This Gospel is the Word
of God to sinful men. It is good news from God of a full, free and
eternal forgiveness of sin through the blood and righteousness of Christ to
every sinner who trusts in His merits. Whether God is pleased to use His
Word to the same extent as He has done at different times in the past or
not. we are not at liberty to preach any other Gospel. We know for
certain that His Word will not return unto Him void. It will certainly
accomplish that which He pleases. There can be no doubt that the
ultimate issue will be that He will accomplish the number of His elect.
His dear Son shall indeed see of the travail of His soul. Whether
results be large or small. we must keep to the old Gospel. "I am bold to
say," writes Bishop]. C. Ryle, .. that we want nothing new-no new
systems, no new school of teaching, no new theology, no new ceremonial.
no new Gospel. We want nothing but the old truths rightly preached
and rightly brought home to consciences, minds and wills. The Evan
gelical system of theology revived England a hundred years ago, and I
have faith to believe it could revive it again" (" Christian Leaders,"
p, 428). We do not know, howe~er. of any Bible promise which assures
us that because there was a remarkable revival in the eighteenth century
we may expect a like revival in the twentieth century. There are times
in the history of the Church of God when God has seemed to withhold
great blessing and success on a large scale. Noah was a preacher of
righteousness. but we read of no blessing attending his testimony.
Jeremiah was a faithful witness, but his testimony was rejected. It may
be so, and often is so, in these days. Let none be downhearted, there
fore, because large success does not attend his ministry. Let. us take
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heed to be faithful, prayerfu\ and consistent, and leave results with God.
A closing word must be added in reference to the power of the Holy
Ghost. It is the indwelling Spirit that quickeneth the believer reviving
His work in the hearts of His people. He quickens, energises and
enables them. He it is who quickenes the dead in sin. The
preaching of the Word, therefore, must be "~in demonstration of the
Spirit and of power."

Whitingl.on Vicarage,
Stoqe Ferry, King's Lynn, Norfolq.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

THE ROOT CAUSE OF THE MORAL DEGENERATION

OF NATIONS.

By DR. CHARLES HODCE (SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY, VOL. Ill.,
P. ,331).

.. COD has given the world the Church, the Bible, the mInIstry, the
sacraments; these are not human devices. And can it be supposed that
tIie Sabbath, without which all these divine institutions would be
measurably inefficient, should be left to the will or wisdom of men? This
is not to be supposed. That these divinely-appointed means for the illumin
ation and sanctification of men are in a great measure without effect where
the Sabbath is neglected or profaned, is a matter of experience. It is
undeniable that the mass of the people are indebted to the services of the
sanctuary on the Lord's Day, for their religious knowledge. Any com
munity or class of men who ignore the Sabbath and abse~t themselves
from the sanctuary, as a general thing, become heathen. They have little
more true religious knowledge than pagans. But without such knowledge
morality is impossible. Religion is not only the life-blood of morality, so
that without the former the latter cannot be; but God has revealed His
purpose that it shall not be. If men refuse to retain Him in their
knowledge, He declares that He will give them up to a reprobate mind.
(Romans i. 28). Men do not know what they are doing when by their
teaching or example they encourage the neglect or profanation of the
Lord's Day. We have in the French Communists an illustration and a
warning of what a community without a Sabbath, i.e., without religion,
must ultimately and inevitably become. Irreligious men of course sneer
at religion and deny its importance, but the Bible and experience are
against them."

[These are important words. It would be well if all our readers
would read them three times over ,and carefully and prayerfully meditate
upon them.-Editor.]
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WELLSPRINGS.

.. M)) times are in Th)) hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies,
and fl'om them thaf persecuk me."-Psalm xxxi. 15.

How does the opening. sentence of our text raise sacred memories of the
oft-hallowed singing of its blessed truths in that loved little sanctuary of
St. Mary-le-Port!

.. My times are in Thy hand, My God I wish them there,
My life, my friends, my soul I leave, Entirely to Thy care," &c.

Oh! The rest of it! The peace its truth teaches! It i; faith's sweet
abandonment, and the soul casting herself upon her unfailing Burden
Bearer. David knew this resting place when he uttered its truth, and it
was probably under a time of stress and strain and danger, for it speaks
of his great troubles and adversities, enemies at hand; and persecutors
sending their fiery darts. But the dear man of God was equipped with
spiritual armour and knew in humble, holy confidence where to look for
succour, safety and relief. This he could say, Though my life is now in
imminent danger, m)) times ·are in Th)) hand, my God, the God of my
salvation, and if Thou hast given Commandment to save me, no power on
earth can harm me, no enemy destroy me though coming in as a flood.
M)) times are in Th)) hand and every breath that I draw consequently is
sustained by Thee and I am Divinely preserved.

Sibbes sweetly says of this text, .. If they were in enemies' hands, we
should never be out of trouble; if in our own, we should never be in; if
in our friends, their good will would be more than their ability: but my
times are in Thy hand-my times of trouble and my times of waiting
and it is well that they are in God's hands, for He hath a day, and a
certain day, and a fit day to answer all the waiting of all His people:
and when that day is come you see how their hearts are enlarged, and
they will say, • This is our God, we have waited for Him.' "

Now, dear child of God, you who are exercised, stirred up, passing
along some perplexing and tribulated path, meeting fresh trial at every
turn and finding your narrow path just hedged up -with thorns, can you
look up in humble confidence and bless your God that these times are in
His hand?

.. My times of sorrow and of joy
-Great God are in Thy hand;

My ancient comforts come from Thee,
An~ go at Thy command." (Beddome).

Oh! well it is for you, your heart, mind and soul, if you are resting in
those b1essed truths, leaving to His Sovereign Hands to choose and order
and command at will (and unerring will), and you are enabled to lie
passive and glorify Him thereby.

Times! How much that word includes! Think of Holy Scripture
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statements and what glorious soul-comforting tru.ths do they enforce!
Our God is never before His time: He is never a moment late. .. He
takes His own pace," as Huntington said; He comes at the exact moment
decreed and that, too, the right moment, for" just and right" are all the
ways of the King of saints toward and for His people. He can and does
oft-times afford to wait and try the faith of His people acutely thereby,
but He does come and faileth not. It may be when our strength is far
spent and our souls much discouraged because of the way. But it is His
time, and that is always the right and best time, when He says, .. Now
will I arise," now will I deliver my tempest-tossed child-Oh what d

blessed lesson when' faith attains it. .. He that believeth shall not make
haste." May you and I, dear l children of God, seek much grace to 'DJ'ait
oni}) upon the Lord and tarry His leisure, wait for His appearing
patiently, humbly, expectantly, remembering He has never yet failed one
of His seeking waiting ones, and He never will disappoint although the
delays are prolonged. You will not have waited in vain, nor have
missed the blessedness of all those who wait for Him, as He has said.
And what after all your exercises, fellow-believer, are they, in compari
son with the waiting times of our God!

Think of the long years of bondage for His people until the time He
decreed had come and when with a high hand He would deliver His
Israel from Egyptian bondage. Then think of Moses, when that dear
man of God thought he was quite ready to be Israel's deliverer, being
kept forty years in the backside of the desert; of J acob's long waiting and
toil and serving; of Joseph in prisl:m when the word of the Lord tried him
-and we might enumerate instances on the holy Book, but to find that
all the saints had their waiting times, whilst their God yet tarried to
perform His word. But each and all prove how delays are not denials,
and their God may delay until their hearts are faint with long suspense,
but He does come-and His coming is at the right and" set time" to
favour His Zion. Then' to their relieved, emancipated souls it will have
been worth all the weary waiting times when He appears in the sanctified
and glad" afterward."

Meanwhile, if, child of God, you are at some waiting post in your
pilgrimage, I often think of what encouragement there is in that word
.. Hitherto." It means up to now and if your God has proved to you his
oft and ready help in past days of trouble, and He is the Faithful
Unchangeable God, .. hitherto" is pledge of all your journey through
life. The faithful God will not leave His work unfinished. .. He that
hath begun the good work in and for you n,ill perform it." He hath
pledged His word never to leave nor forsake you, so that your soul, in
the deepest trial and longest waiting and darkest cloud, may encourage
herself in the Lord her God, Who hath helped her hitherto, and is the
eternal unchangeable Friend in all the changing scenes and times of
every believer's life, .. seeing," as the patriarch Job said, .. times are not
hidden from the Almighty" (Job xxiv. 1). Thus was David and so is
every regenerate child of His, cared for, preserved and kept in .. the
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times that went over him" (I. Chron. xxix. 30), many and varie'd
as those times have been and are. So David, the sweet psalmist, could
say, "Trust in Him at all times" (Ps. lxii. 8). Although it be a time
of perplexity and trouble, the Lord your faithful God is still the
" Refuge for the oppressed; a Refuge in the day of trouble" (Ps. ix.
9). And more than this could David go, for he who has proved his God
to be his " Refuge" will also prove Him to be his Deliverer-" The
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble" (Ps. xli. I). Therefore he,
and likewise every child of God, who has thus proved his God can say
in humble confidence, "What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee"
(Ps. lvi. 3). Omnipotence has been and is still thine Helper, and un
changeable love and faithfulness still thy hope, poor exercised child of
God, as thou feelest thyself to be. Often in such straits and perplexities
you wonder if you can really be one of His own, and you likewise search
your heart as to why He is thus trying YOl~ and where the scene will end
in your daily experience of so hedged up a way. But may your faithful
covenant God give you to rest and wait and believe in humble confidence
that when He hath tried you, you shall come forth as gold purified and
acceptable in His sight, and as the work of the great Refiner. Oh!
what a large subject is before us in this, our meditation, as also in the
experience of every redeemed child of God! How blessedly true does
everyone of them find their times in His hands! Times of sickness, as
also those of health; times of adversity, as well as prosperity; times of
refreshing as well as of straitness; times when we walk in darkness, and
then again in the light of His countenance; times when the great
adversary of souls assaults us and makes us fear lest the good work we
thought had been begun in us is now all a delusion; times when the soul
in abject helplessness and need cries out" Lord we know not what to do
-show us the way Thou. wouldst have us to take"; times when the sun
shines across our paths and raises our hopes, then again when the clouds
come and hide the smiling of His face, and the craved sense of His
presence. But space forbids us enlarging. Every child of God knows in
his own experiential walking in this great wilderness of the chequered path
and changing scenes of life-but blessedly can enter into the Apostle's
words and look to Him Who is the Maker and Keeper of their lives,

I .. and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of
their habitation" (Acts xvii. 26). According to their time of need, so
He waiteth to be gracious and to welcome to His throne of grace all
His humble supplicants who flee thither in their" time of need" (Heb.
iv. 16). So that as surely as our lives are made up of divers needs and
trials, difficulties and perplexing tight corners, so surely do each and all
prove His promised aid and delivering and upholding hand in His o,wn
determined U11d fixed time and UJa:y. That must be so and that is where
the trial of faith and patience touches your soul, child of God! He
claims from us a waiting faith, a faith oft-times which has nothing to lean
upon nor look to but the naked promise of her God, and sees not a step
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before her of the promised supplying of all her need, nor the deliverance
promised! But the times of our God are all decreed and in His
sovereign hand-He is a God of order, and there is no conflicting His
word, nor confusion in the working out of His plans and purposes.
Children of God, some of you doubtless now in suspense and trial of
waiting faith, just look at what we have been desiring to set forth as
having all our times in His Hands, and read over Exodus xii., where you
will find this truth blessedly and sovereignly enforced in one chapter only
of the word of God and which runs like a golden cord through the whole
of the Holy Book. You will find there" this day" particularised in the
14th verse and" this night" in the 12th verse. "The morning" (22),

." self-same day" (41 and 51), " This is that night of the Lord" (42).
And if .. one day with the Lord is as a thousand years," and if He can
choose to wait 4 30 years until He arises to bring judgment and retribu
tion upon Amalek for their base treatment of His chosen people and
command" now arise and go and smite Amalek" (I. Sam. xv.), what
cannot, what will not He do for the deliverance and safe keeping of His
redeemed people! Blessed be His thrice-holy Name. Ours is a
delivering God! Our God's clock keeps perfect time. He is never a
moment before His time, nor never a moment late! There is always a
" set time" when His people shall know the delivering hand of their
covenant God, and they have every cause now, under however great and
many trials by the way, to bless Him Who holds all their times in His
Own hand." .. He that believeth shall not ma~e haste"! May the
Lord help both writer and readers to judge not our gracious covenant
keeping love of God by His providences, but by His promises. And
they are all Yea and Amen in Him by Christ Jesus.

In ~emottam.

THE LATE MRS. J, MITCH~LL, OF CHELTENHAM.

WE have received the following touching account of an aged reader of
the Gospel Magazine who was called Home on June 26th last.

Mrs. J. Mitchell, of N aunton Park, Cheltenham, entered her eternal
rest on Wednesday, June 26th, at the advanced age of 92 years. She
was a lover of God's Word and His ways. Sweetly resting in the
merits of the Lord Jesus, our friend was always found with a thankful
spirit to her " Heavenly Father for the many m~rcies received." She
delighted in tne prayerful reading of the Sciptures and quite recently
expressed a wish to stay up late to study the book of Daniel and The
Revelation. 3he was favoured with the retention of her natural facultie:;
to the end. How she loved to read the Gospel Magazine, marking
portions of special personal interest "very good," "read twice." It
was a spiritual tonic to visit her and hear her exalting the Lord Jesus.
Her children mourn their loss, but rejoice that their beloved parent IS

.. with Christ which is far better." The mortal remains were interred at
Cheltenham cemetery to await the glorious resurrection.-T.J,L.
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~trmon~ anb ~ott~ of ~trmons.

ABRAHAM'S FAITH.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE RIGHT HON. AND RIGHT REV.
SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, 0.0., BISHOP OF CARLISLE.

.. Who .agairrst hdpe believed in hope, thaf he might become the father of
many nations, according to that which Wall sp()qen, SOl shall thy
seed be.

.. And bemg not weak in faiNt, he oonsidered not his oWn body nO'tP
dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness of Sarah's womb:

.. He staggered not at the promise' of IGod through unbeli'ef; but D1as
strong in faithl, giving glio"y to· God;

.. And being fully persuaded that, what he had pr:omised, he was able
also' to: perform.

.. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.

.. NOlW it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed 001 him;

.. But for us also', to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead;

.. Who was delivered for our 'Offences, and was raised again for our
justi/icati,cJ-n."-Romans iv. 18-25.

JUSTIFICATION is that act of God by which He pronounces His people
to be righteous in His eyes; that is, to be punishable for no guilt-to be
rewardable for all obedience.

Its meritorious cause lies in those vicarious sufferings of the Lord of
life, of which it is the joy of every faithful minister constantly to speak.

Collectively, the Church of the firstborn was healed, when her Divine
Redeemer, the Incarnate Word, having borne all the stripes due to ber
sin, was able to cry, .. It is finished." And to this the God and Father

, of our Lord Jesus Christ gave testimony, when He raised Him from the
dead. That mighty act, patent to the universe, was the corporate justifi~

cation of the people of God; for it was the solemn declaration of Ihe
eternal Jehovah, that an end had indeed been made of sins-that ever
lasting righteousness had indeed been brought in. In the closing words of
my text, Jesus Christ our Lord .. was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification."

But if the sufferings of Christ be the meritorious cause of justification,
what is its appropriating channel? In other words, by what means shall
the man of broken and contrite heart be brought into actual personal
possession of that justifying righteousness which Jesus hath, by His
obedience unto death, wrought out for His people, His chosen? It is
well to know that there is cl collective healing; but can a true penitent
have peace until he be a sharer in the individual benefit? And what
shall we do to obtain so great a boon?
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The answer of Scripture is, .. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 31). Faith is the appropriating channel
of justification. God hath .. set forth Christ to be a propitiation, through
faith in his blood." .. Being justified by faith, we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. v. 1).

But what is faith? It is resting, trusting-with the most simple, the
most unflinching trust-upon the word of Him that cannot lie. And this
it is that the passage I have read for my text, is designed to teach.

Let the eager enquirer ponder well my words, as I proceed to show
how the story recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Genesis (for it is to that
chapter that the Apostle refers), sets forth the true character of justifying
faith.

And first, notice the desire of A braham's heart.
.. And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go

childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus?
And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, 10, one
born in my house is mine heir" (Gen. xv. 2, 3).

It is important. my brethren, to understand the true nature of the
patriarch's longings. He desired to have a son. He felt, doubtless, that
natural yearning which every man has to leave those behind him, who
shall keep his name in remembrance (2 Sam. xviii. 18). But there was
more than this in Abraham's heart: upon the birth of a son depended all
those spiritual blessings, for the sake of which he had given up country,
kindred, and rather's house. The pardon of sin, and all the matchless
mercies which follow in its train, were bound up in that seed in which all
the families of the earth should be blessed. And that seed was to spring
from Abraham's loins. It was therefore literally and truly, for his soul's
sake, that he craved a son.

And does the true penitent yearn less cravingly for justification? And.
has he less reason for his ardent longings? Unspeakable bounties are its
inseparable companions-peace with God, access to the thr~ne of grace,
a lively hope cf glory to come, abounding joy in tribulation, these and
countless other benefits, are the happy portion of the man to whom the
Lord imputeth righteousness without works. .. Blessed is he whose trans
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile"
(Ps. xxxii. I, 2).

For the sake of these blessings he is willing to give up all; nay, he has
endeavoured to do so already. E.very evil habit he would conquer, every
lust he would mortify, every vain confidence he would forswear, so as
only he may have an experimental knowledge of Jesus as his own salva
tion. .. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledgt: of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and
he found in him, not having mine own righteousne,s, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of
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God by faith: that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his
death" (Phi!. iii. 8, 9, 10).

But notice, secondly, Cod's promise to grant the desire of Abraham's
heart.

.. And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying; This
shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
.. Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number
them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be" (Gen. xv. 4, 5).

You see how graciously J ehovah dealt ,vith him. He made him a
promise; yea, an exceeding great and precious promise. He said he
would certainly give him offspring; yea, and that offspring should be
countless. The failure of the spiritual blessing should be reduced to an
impossibility. And just so, poor mourner! has Jehovah pledged himself
to grant the utmost longings of thy soul: He has passed His word to give
thee justification through the blood of His Son-full, tree, eternal! He
has promised thee, I say, full justification. Hearken to His own voice:
.. Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that
believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified
by the law of Moses" (Acts xiii. 38, 39). And this justification is
free, without money and without price. Listen to His Word again:
.. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justi
fied freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus"
(Rom. iii. 23, 24). Yea, and this justification is eternal: saith He not
so Himself? .. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).

But thou wilt say, and this is the third point upon which I would
dwell, .. H aID can ~hese thilTlgs be? With heart deceitful above all
things and desperately wicked, I came into the world; evil exceedingly'
has been my carriage ever since; yea, and in my case there have been
special aggravations of guilt: I have sinned in spite of privileges, in spite
of chastisements; I am, most emphatically, the servant that knew his
lord's will, and did it not; yea, worse than this, I am the son who said,
• I go, sir,' and went not: can there be justification for one so unutterably
unworthy? "

Return we, my brethren, for a reply, to Abraham's story. Notice the
obstacles which nature opposed to the fulfilment of Jehovah's promise.
His own body was now dead; Sarah was past age: the accomplishment
of God's word seemed to be simply impossible. Surely, his case
physically, was not less hopeless than thine, poor mourner, seems to thee
to be spiritually.

Now, mark well, that thou mayest learn how to act-mark well, I
say, in the fourth place, the triumph of Abraham's faith over natural
obstacles.
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Let the Apostle be heard as he exhibits it fully to view in my text!
.. Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of
many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.
And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hunched years old, neither yet the deadness of
Sarah's womb: he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded
that, what he had promise9, he was able also to perform. And therefore
it was imputed to him for righteousness" (Rom. iv. 18-22). And
wherefore was this word written? Read on in my text: "Now it was
not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for us also,
to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus our
Lord from the dead" (Rom. iv. 23, 24).

Yes! in the same steps, in the selfsame steps of faith as those in which
Abraham walked, must thou, poor mourner, tread. As he-considering
not his own body now dead, nor' yet the deadness of Sarah's womb-
reposed with a simple, an unflinching trust upon the sure word of the
Almighty God to him, so must thou-not considering thine own inbred,
inveterate corruption, not considering thine own life-long aggravated guilt
-rely with a steadfast, an unwavering trust, upon the equally certain
promise of the same un-lying Jehovah to thee!-" If thou canst believe,
all things are possible to him that believeth" (Mark ix. 23). "If ye
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you" (Matt. xvii. 20).

Yes! believing, it is imputed to thee, even to thee. The blood of Jesus
hath washed thee; the righteousness of Jesus now covers thee; plunged in
that cleansing fountain, arrayed in those garments of matchless white,
thou standest not merely unblamed and unreproved, but unblameable and
unreproveable in His sight. Like him of whom we read in the third of
Zechariah, thine iniquity has been caused to pass from thee; thou art
clothed with change of raiment (Zech. iii. 4). And now thou mayest
say, " I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my
God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels"
(Isaiah Ixi. 10).

Such then, my brethren, is the Scriptural exemplar of justifying faith.
As Abraham, the father of all them that believe-regardless of. all the
obstacles which nature placed in the way-trusted on the simple promise
of his God for the fulfilment of his heart's yearning desire, so do all his
spiritual sons and daughters-not considering their own litter unworthiness
of heart and life-rely wholly on the sure word of Him Who hath
pledged Himself to forgive their iniquity, and to remember their sins no
more. And as he, thus believing, therewith received that greater boon of
perfect justificati'on-for the sake of which he so eagerly longed for the

.'
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lesser gift of a son-so do they, exercising a like faith, receive Imme
diately the pardon and absolution of all their sins. Oh that the mourner
may have grace given him this very day, to act upon that significant
word, .. looking unto "-looking off unto-" Jesus" (Heb. xii. 2).

Our subject is one of vital importance. I may therefore well be
excused if, before we part, I add a few practical remarks, which seem to
be necessary to the completeness of my discourse.

And, first, mark well that by faith alone is justification appropriated.
To some minds the sacraments will immediately occur as exceptions to

this rule; but reflection will soon convince you that they are not. For
wherein, my brethren, lies the efficacy of sacraments? not in that mere
act of giving and receiving, which divines are wont to call the " opus
operatum," but in the faith exercised by the recipient. Thus the twenty
fifth Article instructs us that" in such only as worthily receive the same,"
have the sacraments "a wholesome effect and operation": while, in
subsequent Articles, in both the sacramental offices, and in the catechism
also, we are most plainly taught that of worthy reception the essence is
a lively faith."

If this testimony be true, and true it most assuredly is, for it can be
confirmed "by most certain warrants" of Holy Scripture, then does
faith still retain its inalienable rights as the one sole appropriating channel
of a sinner's justification. And, if those rights cannot be challenged,
even by the sacraments of Christ's ordaining, shall multiplied prayer, or
continued penance, or priestly -absolution, invade them? God forbid!
Most miserably shall they miscarry, who think otherwise and act
accordingly. Hearken, I pray you with most true affection, to the words
of St. Paul, as he warns the Calatians of the consequences of the self
same error: .. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you
are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. F or we through the
Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. F or in Jesus Christ
neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith
which worketh by love" (Gal. v. 4, 5, 6).

And this leads me on to observe, secondly, that by faith is justification
immediately appropriated.

There is no probation, my brethren, in the matter of justification.
Justification depends not on works of our own, either antecedently or
subsequently performed; it waits not for them; it is the instantaneous, the
full ripe fruit of a living faith. "Therefore we conclude that a man is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. iii. 28).

You will not misunderstand me: where there is a living faith, there
will be works-works going before of confessing and forsaking sin, works
coming after of following peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord. Thus was Abraham our father justified
by works-works, 'of which the sacrifice of Isaac is -quoted by St. J ames
as the culminating instance, pronounced that faith to be genuine, by which
many years before he had been already completely and for ever justified:
and so it will always be. .. Good works," in the language of the twelfth
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Article, .. do spring out necessarily of a true and lively faith; insomuch
that by them a lively faith may be as evidently known as a tree discerned
by the fruit."

Still this I do say, and must say-for it is indispensable to the
Scriptural comfort of the true penitent, who will be the very last man to
discern -any real fruit in himself-that directly such an one believes, he is
justified; were he to die that moment, he would be for ever with the
Lord. The crucified malefactor has reviled the Lord of Glory, even
while he hung by His side on the accursed tree; but now he is convinced
of sin: he utters that memorable prayer of faith, .. Lord, remember me."
He is accepted, justified-he passes into Paradise. "Verily. verily. I
say unto you, He that heareth my word. and believeth on him that sent
me. hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is
passed from death unto life" (John v..24).

A third observation must be made; it is this: By faith alonc is justifi
cation PCl1pctually rcncn'cd.

And here again, my brethren, I speak out of truest pity to the sin
stricken, sin-convinced sinner: for I know that such are sometimes told
(I have heard it myself in days long gone by), that in baptism they were
completely washed from sin; but that if, after that hour of unconscious
infancy they have grievously fallen, then must they ever after labour on in
prayers and tears and sufferings. with trembling hope that, perchance at
the last great day, they may find their sins forgiven. Surely this. my
brethren. is not only untrue. as it respects any being washed from sin at
all in baptism, bti't it makes the heart of the righteous sad. whom the
Lord hath not made sad. Christ deals not thus with His people; to them
He said, " I say not unto thee. Until seven times: but, Until seventy
times seven" (Matt. xviii. 22). And shall He be less gracious to His
own brethren? Assuredly not! "If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteous
ness" (1. John i. 9). and all this by the same operation of faith. "As
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:
rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith. as ye have been
taught. abounding therein with thanksgiving" (Cor. ii. 6, 7).

Once more. and lastly-Faith is of hcavcnly birth: it is thc gift of
God: thc operation of thc Holy Ghost: " But as many as .received him,
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name: which were born, not of blood. nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man. but of God" (John i. 12, 13).

Are there any here who are conscious that. as yet. they have not truly
believed to the saving of their souls? Let them not vainly presume to
say, that, if faith is a thing so simple. and withal so efficacious, they will
postpone the matter for the present: they will at some more convenient
season believe. Let such tremble as they hear that word which. in
varying form, occurs again and again in the sixth chapter of St. John:
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.. No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw
him: and I will raise him up at the,last day" (John vi. 44).

\Vherefore, without delay, confessing and forsaking thy sin, wait upon
Him Who hath said... If ye then being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit," even that Spirit .which worketh repentance and faith, .. to
them that ask him" (Luke xi. 13).

.. WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE? "

THE first half of II. Tim. iii. furnishes a dreadful description of the kind
of men who would live in the last perilous days. Their evil conditions
are in number nineteen. if not more. To begin with they are lovers of
their own selves-to end. reprobate concerning the faith. In league with
their own fallen nature-they love not-but eschew and despise the
revelation that God has given of His saving goodness. Paul, in this
description, spoke as a prophet-not of smooth things: human nature was
not to improve, but he turned to a more pleasing theme, .. A bishop must
be blameless." His suitability for his office would appear in seventeen
points. which if flllfilled would leave no room for cavil from church or
world. Deacons also must be blameless. The apostle enumerates
sundry qualifications for them: their good wives must be worthy of them.
Such directions have never lost their authority: no flight of time has
affected them. I suppose none of us are left to make rules for ourselves,
be we strong men or gentle widows with sixty years of experience and
sorrow behind us, still .. diligently following every good work." Rather
we should give the more earnest heed, lest at any time we let them slip.
We are ta, serve one another: we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren (when is that done?). In the summary of Romans xii. it says,
.. Love and many other duties are required of us," and are thereupon
enumerated by the Spirit of God-surely not, as I once heard it said, just
to show us how incapable we are of keeping any holy precept, but rather
as encouragement arid a promise of His favour, Who says, .. I will help
thee."

The Apostle wrote that if any man says that he abides in Christ, he
ought to walk even as Christ walked. The Lord .. loved righteousness
and hated iniquity." When He rejoiced in what was right, there was no
shadow or possibility of a jealous or grudging feeling. He never found
a wicked thought present itself before He knew. He loved righteousness
with a holy love. He hated iniquity with a holy hatred. It is an
unspeakable mercy of those who desire to be found-to be lost-in Him
that He is not an Example only, but a Propitiation. The Comforter said
by John, .. If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness," so that when the
iniquity of our holy things is sought for, it will not be found.

FOLLOWER-ON.
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PERILS IN THE SEA.

SOME years ago, two lads set out from Yarmouth for a sail in a small
boat, which one of them ha0 built himself. The little craft was only
fifteen inches deep, and twenty-four feet long; the whole vessel from one
end to the other, including the'sails, had been made by the young owner,
and he was naturally very proud of his achievement. The time had come
for the trial trip; the boat took gracefully to the water, and the two
friends were delighted at her debut. They meant to sail down the river
to the sea, and then back again; but a strong wind from the north-east
was blowing, and when they passed the bar they found themselves in a
boiling sea. To turn back was impossible; the young sailOrs decided that
the best thing they could do was to sail out to sea, and then round the
coast into Lowestoft harbour, for then the wind, against which they could
make no headway, would be behind them, driving the boat to harbour.
F or this course they set the sails; but when they reached the open sea to'
pass the lightship, they found themseives in great peril of foundering.
The full force of the north-easter was lashing the North Sea to fury, and
as one after another the great waves arose, they shut out all sight of the
coast. The little shallow boat was constantly shipping water, and the
two boys were baling out all the time as they struggled to bring her round
into safe water. It was an anxious passage; but at last, to their great
relief, the adventurers found themselves in smoother seas, and presently
they were sailing safely into Lowestoft harbour.

The first person to greet the boys as they landed and made their boat
secure was the coastguard. He congratulated them on getting safely in.
but he said that he and his fellows had been anxiously watching them all
the way. "Never saw. such a craft in these waters," said the man.

, " We never thought you'd make it, that's a fact. Why, we've had the
lifeboat standing to all this time, ready to put out the moment you over
turned! "

The boat-builder heard these words with ml\ch surprise and thankful
ness. He had been feeling that they were in very real danger, and that
they had nothing but their own efforts to depend ujion for safety. Often
he coula not even see the land at all. Yet now he heard that the coast
guards had never taken their telescopes off the little ve,ssel all the way;
they had the lifeboat all ready and waiting, so that help could be sent
instantly if they foundered. Though they had been in deadly peril, they
had never been really out of touch with rescue all tile time.

The boy who built the boat became a clergyman later on. After I
heard him tell the story during a sermon, I obtained his leave to pass it
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on to you. For it seems to me full of heavenly meaning, like a parable.
I think it is not unusual for the child of God to pass through a time of
difficulty and trial without the happy consciousness of the Lord's presence
and care. For some reason of His own, the Lord sometimes allows the
waves of trouble to rise high enough to blot out the sight of dry land; He
sees His servants toiling in rowing because He is always watching them,
but they may not realise this. It is in darkness and perplexity that they
struggle on. Then when the trial is over, the Christian may be shown
that all the time the eye of his God was upon him, ready to send to his
relief as soon as it was necessary. Even if we put out to sea in boats of
our own building, as we are often so ready to do, the Lord does not cease
to watch over us in spite of our wilfulness; He still waits to be gracious.

This thought of the constant watchfulness of the Lord is a great
comfort' to His people-as it was to Hagar, fleeing from her mistress,
when she said, .. Thou God seest me," in thankfulness for the appearance
of the angel of the Lord. But how different it is with unbelievers ! To
them the thought that God can see them is a terrible one; they would
rather hide from His sight for ever. Suppose those boys had been
Germans sailing round our coasts in time of war! The watchful
vigilance of the coastguard would have led to their undoing. It is only
those who are at peace with God through the blood of the Lord Jesus
who can feel happy and safe at the thought that the eye of God is always
upon them.

If the coastguard had not met the boys when they landed, and told
them that he had been watching them, they would not have known it.
They had only his word to go upon, and that they never thought of
doubting. We too have only the Word of God to go upon. It is full
of assurances that He does watch over His people. .. The eye of the
Lord is upon them that fe'ar Him, to deliver their soul from death."
.. He withdraweth not His eyes from the righteous." .. The' eyes of the
Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." And if He
Himself brings His Word to our hearts, as the coastguard did to the
boys, we too shall never tkink of doubting Him.

While the little boat was struggling through the waters, the watchful
man on the coast was ready to send out the lifeboat the moment he saw
disaster coming. All that was possible would have been done for rescue;
but it might have been too late! No such thing is possible in the
spiritual voyage. The Christian is not left to build a boat for himself;
Christ is the builder, and every little ~oat that He makes is quite
unsinkable. The faith of the child of God, however weak and poor, is
given to him from above, and .. whosoever believeth on Him shall never
perish." He with Whom we have to do not only watches over His
children with loving care, but takes all the responsibility of bringing them
home at last, not one missing from all the fleet of little boats.

DAMARIS.
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THE STATE OF THE. WORLD AT THE DELUGE

(EXTRACT FROM WILBERFORCE'S PRACTICAL VIEW OF
CHRISTIANITY).

IT is stated, that the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan are
both set up in the world, and that to the one or the other of these we must
belong. .. The righteous have passed from death un to life"-they are
delivered from the power of darkness, and are translated into the kingdom
of God's dear Son. They are become .. the children," and .. the
subjects of God." While on earth they love His day, His service, His
people; .. they speak good of His name"; they abound in His works.
E.ven here they are in some degree possessed of His image; by and by it
shall be perfected; they shall awake up after His" likeness," and being
.. heirs of eternal life," they shall receive .. an inheritance incorruptible
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away."

Of sinners, on the other hand, it is declared that .. they are of the
father of the devil"; while on earth, they are styled" his children," .. his
servants"; they are said" to do his works," .~ to hold of his side," to be
.. subjects of his kingdom": at length .. they shall partake his portion,"
when the merciful Saviour shall he changed into an avenging Judge, and
shall pronounce the dreadful sentence, .. Depart from Me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."

Is it possible that these declarations should not strike terror, or at least
excite serious and fearful apprehensions in the lightest and most incon
siderate mind? But the imaginations of men are fatally prone to suggest
to them fallacious hopes in the very face of these positive declarations.
.. We cannot persuade otlrselves that God will in fact prove so severe."
It was the very delusion to which our first parents listened : .. Ye shall
not surely die."

Let me ask these rash men, whQ are thus disposed to triRe with their
immortal interests, had they lived in the antediluvian world, would they
have conceived it possible that God would then execute His predicted
threatening? Yet the event took place at the appointed time; the Rood
came and swept them all away; and this awful sentence of the anger of
God against sin is related in the inspired writings for our instruction.
Still more to rouse US to attention, the record is impressed in indelible
characters on the solid substance of the very globe we inhabit; which thus
in every country upon earth, furnishes practical attestations to the truth of
the satred writings, and to the actual accomplishment of their awful
predictions. For myself, I must declare that I never can read without
awe the passage in which our Saviour is speaking of the state of the world
at the time of this memorable event. The wickedness of men is
represented to have been great and prevalent; yet not, as we are ready to
conceiVe, such as to interrupt the course, or shake the very frame of
society. The general face of things was, perhaps, not very different from
that which is exhibited in many of the European nations. It was a
selfish, a luxurious, an irreligious and an inconsiderate world. They
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were called. but they would not hearken; they were warned. but they
would not believe; .. they did eat, they drank. they married wives. they
were given in marriage." such is the account of one of the evangelists; in
that of another, it is stated nearly in the same words, .. They were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and knew not until the
flood came and swept them all away."

mebie\\l~ ann ~otice~ of 13oolt~ .

.. HE BEING DEAD, YET SPEAKETH." Pp. 56. Price 2/3 post free
(obtainable from Mrs. ]. W. Reed 6. Arthur Street, Aldershot:
Mr. H. V. Mann. Normandene, The Drive, Fetcham, Surrey;
or C. ]. F arncombe & Sons, Ltd., 55, South End, Croydon.
Surrey).

THIS little volume is a brief memoir of the late ]oseph William Reed,
pastor of Mount Zion Street Baptist Chapel, Leatherhead, Surrey. It
consists of four parts. There is first a foreword by Pastor G. Rose, who
walked in loving fellowship with Pastor Reed for many years. In 6t
pages he bears beautiful testimony to Pastor Reed's godly character and
to his faithful ministry. Four other pages are occupied with a loving
account by Mrs. ]. W. Reed of her husband's life and work. Then
follow three sermons by Pastor Reed preached in 1930 and 1941.
Twenty-two more pages are occupied with briet notes on the Revelation
by Pastor ]. W. Reed. The whole of this little volume will be of
special interest to the friends and congregations to which Pastor Reed
lovingly and faithfully ministered.

PROTESTANT PRINCIPLES, by G. L. Silverwood-Browne. Pp. 18.
Price 2d., 12 for 1/3 post free (The Protestant Truth Society,
104, Hendon Lane, Finchley, London, N.3.).

T HI S is an excellent and well-informed unfolding of Protestant
principles. It points out that a large section of the clergy of the estab
lished Church has introduced Romish doctrine and practices to such an
extent that the gene~al character of the Church is radically altered.
There is a general apathy also .. among countless numbers of free
churchmen, so that broadly speaking, nonconformity has lost the fine edge
of its robust Protestantism." The need for sounding an alarm is there
fore great. England is fast departing from the faith once delivered to the
saints. Appalling ignorance prevails as to the true principles of the
Reformation. A wide circulation of this booklet would, with God's
blessing, help to open the eyes of multitudes to the true principles of
Protestantism. Fifty copies of this booklet can be obtained post free for
3 /9, and 100 copies for 7/-. Here is an opportunity for spreading
abroad a knowledge of the truths held and taught by our martyred
forefathers.
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By WHAT AUTHORITY? by the Rev. F. Martyn Cundy, M.A. Pp.
14. Price 7d. post free (Protestant Truth Society, 104,
Hendon Lane, Finchley, London, N.3).

THIS is one of the Latimer Pamphlets published by the Protestant Truth
Society. Apparently it is specially intended for the instruction of
members of .. The Protestant Youth League," but it is suitable for the
old as well as the young. Mr. Cundy briefly discusses: 1, the need of
Authority; 2, the only seat of Authority; 3, the sole Authority of the
Bible; 4, the <>utcome of Authority. .. We possess," says Mr. Cundy,
.. the sure Word of God. We possess it so that we can read it for
ourselves. All that we need to know concerning God and man, and this
world, and the eternal age to come is to- be found within the covers of the
Bible." The sad fact is that the Bible is so largely a neglected book.
The great need of the day is the regular reading of the whole Bible from
Genesis to Revelation, and the reading of it again and again and again.
We cannot read, search and meditate upon it too much. But our daily
prayers should be, .. Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy law" (Ps. cxix. 18).

BIBLE TEACHING. FACT OR FICTION?-This is a valuable booklet
warning against the Modernistic teaching already prevalent in many day
schools~ Amongst other things it is recommended that the reading of the
Bible without comment and committing portions to memory should be
strongly encouraged in the schools. Godly parents are reminded that
they have power to withdraw their children from religious instruction in
the schools, where the instruction is likely to be erroneous. In that case.
parents themselves need to lay themselves out to give regular Bible
teaching to their children, during a part of every da)). (See Deut. vi.
6. 7). No godly parent should neglect this. In addition, the regular
practice of family Bible reading and prayer should be customary in every
godly family. Besides, parents and children should together regularly
attend sound places of worship. Copies of the above booklet may be
obtained free from The Sovereign Grace Union, 34, Ludgate Hill.
London, E.C.4.

We would add that the great importance of godly parents being
concerned about the spiritual instruction of their children cannot be too
strongly emphasised. All other things are secondar)). The spiritual
dangers to which children are exposed are increasing on every hand.
Chri'stian parents need to be wide awake and prayerfully concerned about
the eternal welfare of their offspring. .

THE UNIQUE PRIESTHOOD OF THE LORD JESUS, by Miss A. E.
Wood. Pp. 12. Price 2d., plus postage (from the Authoress.
clo The Missionary Service Bureau, 10, Belle Vue Road.
Bournemouth).

THIS is an excellent booklet on the Priesthood of our Lord Jesu.s Christ.
It is attractively got up and suitable for enclosing in letters.
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AN DREW MELVILLE AND KING JAMES OF
SCO~LAND.

THE King's friendliness to Roman Catholic lords had again roused the
Church, and a deputation, with Andrew Melville at its head, was
despatched in 1596 to Falkland Palace. When James attempted to
browbeat the deputation, Andrew Melville stepped forward, took him by
the sleeve, and called him .. God's silly vassal." And then he gave
utterance to perhaps the finest expression of Christian democracy in the
whole range of the Church's history: .. Sir, as I have told you before, so
I must tell you again: there are two kings and two kingdoms in Scotland.
There is King J ames, the head of the Commonwealth, and the;e is Christ
Jesus, the Head of the Church, Whose subject James the Sixth is, and in
Whose kingdom he is not a king, nor a lord, nor a head, but a member.
We will yield you your place, and give you all due obedience, but again
I say you are not the head of the Church.... Sir, when you were in your
swaddling clothes, Christ Jesus reigned freely in this land in spite of al]
His enemies."-( The Scottish Covenanters, by James Barr, p. 67).

EDITORIAL.
Received by the Editor, with many thanks: Mr. E. J. Pounds; Mrs.
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T HE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of
special gravity and pressing need. we turn to our kind supporters,

and to others who have not previously helped us. for a spacial effort on
behalf or our poor friends. who during this dreadful War are placed in a
much more trying position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our
books. They have so much appreciated your kind help in former years,
and we plead for the necessary means to cheer and comfort -their hea~ts

and confirm them in the faithfulness of their Covenant God. The CO,\[
MITTEE. Hon. Sec., A. C. LEWIN, The Manse, High Street, Evington.
Leicester.

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON, Jesus Washing His Disciples' Feet. Price
2d. Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. Price 5s. ~Iap of the Ten

liingdoms. Price 2s. 6d., mounted and bound. Paper copies 6d. ~Iap of Ten
Kingdoms of Roman Empire. Intended to suggest the' probable territorial
arrangements that will be found in the Roman Empire when finally divided
into Ten Federal Kingdoms. Price 2s. 6d. Paper 6d. Dr. S. P, Tregelles,
LL.D.. Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron, and others kept in stock. Free
Lending Library of the samc,~S. R. COTTEY, "Downside," Offington Lane,
Worthing.
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Upwards of £50 Daily are Needed.

"INASMUCH"
THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY, by the Late Secretary,
JOHN E. HAZELTON. Price 4/-; Postage 5d.

New Contributions will be thaokfully received and literature supplied.

Treasurers I JOSEPH C. DENNIS, Esq., and NORRIS J. PARKS, Esq.

Secretary: FREDERICK NAYLOR,

Office:
ST. PAUL'S CHAMBERS, 19 LUDGATE HILL, E.C.4.


