
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1975

Contents

Editorial - 193

Out of the Depths: H. M. Carson -196

A Sharp Knife for the Vine-Branches: C. H. Spurgeon - 207

Doctrinal Definitions: Paul Tucker - 223

Thy Kingdom Come: H. P. Wotton - 227

Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes - 232

The Coming Sinner: John Bunyan - 238

Book Reviews - 239

1766 1975

GOSPEL MAGAZINE OFFICE

P.O. BOX 217, LONDON SE5 SNP

Price 15p per issue By Post £1.10p per year



GOSPEL
THE

MAGAZINE
Editor:

HERBERT M. CARSON,

46 Moira Drive, Bangor, Co. Down, BTIO 4RW.

lm:orporating the Protestant Beacon and The British Prolestanl

"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND FOR EVER."
"ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND

OF PEACE."

"COMFORT YE. COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE. SAITH YOUR GOD."

New Series
No. 1463 SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER,1975

EDITORIAL

Old Series
No. 2463

Clever people can be extraordinarily foolish. And yet if we
take the Bible seriously we should not find it so extraordinary,
for the mind of the unregenerate man has been darkened by
sin, and he will never reason correctly until by grace his mind
has been enlightened. Of course he can develop logical argu
ments, and make major scientific discoveries; but there is a
fatal blindness which leaves him in the dark as far as ultimate
explanations are concerned. He does not know God, and
inevitably he blunders uncertainly or ends in hopeless error
when he tries to explain why things happen as they do.

A recent natural history programme on television high
lighted the basic folly of clever people. In a fascinating presen
tation of the life and habits of the cuckoo the commentator
presented it as a 'miracle of evolution'. Apart from the contra
diction of invoking miracles in a materialistic world, there was
the even more absurd idea that blind chance, which is what
evolution is presented as being, works miracles. Has 'evolution'
developed a personality? Has the explanation offered by some
scientists to explain the phenomena of the natural world, now
acquired the ability to work miracles? 'Evolution', if its advo
cates are consistent, is as random as an overturned milk jug.
But can we say that the pattern of the milk on the floor was
designed by chance?

But returning to the cuckoo and the 'miracle of evolution'!
Certainly the bird's behaviour is quite remarkable. It hatches
from an egg laid in another bird's nest, so that it never has any



194 The Gospel Magazine

contact with its own parents. Yet it feeds in due course on
hairy caterpillars which would be refused out of hand by its
adopted mother. It may have grown up in a wren's nest, and a
wren would never feed on this particula'r caterpillar, and cer
tainly would never feed her own young on such; but the
cuckoo clearly relishes what his adopted mother rejects.

But there is more to follow. The cuckoo migrates rather
early. Some of us who recall the children's jangle will know
that 'in July he flies away'. But in July the supply of British
caterpillars ceases, so he departs south to where he can find
his natural diet.

Now here is the supreme 'miracle of evolution'. He has
never been this way before. He has not been brought up by his
own parents so he does not acquire some knowledge from their
habits. Whatever the habit of the bird in whose nest he began
his life, he will demonstrate the migrant habits, not of swallows
or of other birds, but of cuckoos!

If you have flown long distances by air, say from London to
East Africa, you will marvel at the accuracy of modern naviga
tion. Behind it there is the multiplicity of electronic gadgets on
the flight deck of the Jumbo Jet; there is the sophisticated line
of radio control towers along the route; there are the reports
from the various meteorological centres; there is the existing
work of earlier map makers-all these are needed for the
flight. But one small cuckoo without compass or chart, without
radar or met. reports, without air traffic control or computer,
can yet leave for a country of which he has never heard, and
fly unerringly to the place where he will find his diet carefully
arranged-no gourmet could select a restaurant in Nairobi
with greater care!

And all this happens by blind chance, we are told! But what
an extraordinary list of coincidences would be needed. In fact,
they would be needed in every cuckoo generation, for the
'random' flight keeps on happening. The spilling of the milk
jug, though a random event, may produce a pool like a map
of England. But if a million spilt jugs of milk all produced the
same pattern we might well be astonished. So it is no wonder
that our commentator, who saw it all as the product of chance.
had to attribute to chance the ability to work miracles!

How true are the Psalmist's words, 'The fool has said in his
heart there is no God'. To deny one's Creator is to reject the
only key to unlock the mysteries of creation. The alternatives
are clear. For the materialist locked in his closed system there
are such incredible happenings in nature that he is reduced to
the ludicrous position of attributing miraculous powers to
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blind chance. To the believer who sees all things as coming
from God, and being controlled by God, there is an answer
which is both reasonable and satisfying. The world is not like
jigsaw pieces thrown at random into a tray in the hope of
producing a coherent pattern. It is rather the handiwork of the
God who is all wise, and who has shown His wisdom, His
power and His goodness in the marvels of His creation. '0
Lord, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou
made them all: the earth is full of thy riches' (Psalm 104 : 24).

RM.C.

Copies of the sermons appearing in the magazine are avail·
able on cassette, price £1.35, also a series on the Epistle to the
Romans. We welcome gifts to enable us to send subsidised
cassettes to missionaries. Write to: Mrs. E. Wallace, 57 Bally
holme Road, Bangor, Co. Down.

The British Evangelical Council are holding two confer
ences. The annual general conference is at London on Novem
ber 3 and 4. The Study Conference on the relationship of
Church and State is fixed for February 18 and 19, 1976.
Details from 21 Woodstock Road North, St. Albans, Herts.,
ALl 4QB.

The Elect-those given to Christ by His Father Tram
eternity-His sheep-are not few in number but 'many'. God
out of His mere good pleasure, looking on a world where all
alike were already ruined, electea 'many' to everlasting life.
Isaiah 53: 12, 'He bare the sin of many'. Matthew 20: 28,
'Ransom for many'. Matthew 26: 28, 'My blood shed for
many'. Romans 5: 15, 'Many shall be made righteous'.
Electing love has laid hold of an innumerable multitude, and
drawn them out art many waters, putting every sin of every
one of them on the Almighty's Fellow, the man Christ-Jesus,
and imparting to them the grace given them in Him before
the world began. (l Timothy 1: 9).-ANDREW A. BONAR.
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Out of the Depths
H. M. CARSON

A sermon preached in Hamilton Road Baptist
Church, Bangor, Co. Down, on Sunday

evening, 25th May, 1975.

'Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 0 Lord. Lord,
hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my
supplications.

If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall
stand?

But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be
feared.' -Psalm 130, 1-4.

'Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 0 Lord. Lord
hear my voice.' The picture language of the Psalms, indeed
the picture language of the Bible generally, is so often drawn
from everyday experience, and this is true of this picture
which the Psalmist is using here-'Out of the depths have I
cried unto thee.' If you had been walking in the Judean
countryside, you would not have been walking across ground
that was well marked and with firm roads; you were often
walking over uncertain ground, and it was by no means un
common for a man to miss his way and to end up in a swamp.
Struggling in a dangerous morass, all he can do is to cry for
help. Or it may be the Psalmist had in mind someone who was
attempting to ford the Jordan. But he miscalculates the point
where he is due to ford the river, or he has not taken into
account that it is the season of flood and the river is in spate.
He loses his footing and is carried away by the stream, so he
shouts for help from the depths of the Jordan. Or it could be
one of the other accidents which were by no means uncommon
in that particular countryside. A man falls into a pit and he is
unable to scale the sides of the pit; he is utterly dependent
upon someone to help him and all he can do is shout for help.

Well, whatever the back~round, it is this kind of picture
that is in the Psalmist's mind as he speaks about spiritual
experience; he says, 'Out of the depths have I cried unto
thee, 0 Lord. Lord hear my voice.' There are many depths
from which men cry to the Lord. There are depths of sorrow,
depths of need, depths of disappointment. But in this par
ticular psalm he obviously has more particularly in mind the
whole issue of forgiveness, because he gives you the reason
for his confidence-why does he cry from the de[1t:hs? because

...
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'there is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared'.
So this psalm is speaking about the cry of the sinner for
forgiveness. It may be the first cry of the man who is turning
from his sin to seek the Saviour; it may be the cry of the
believer who has drifted from his God and turned into sinful
ways, and as he comes back he cries to God for renewed
mercy. Whatever the particular situation, it is basically the
cry of a man who feels himself to be in the very depths and
calls desperately to God; 'Out of the depths have I cried unto
thee, 0 Lord. Lord hear my voice.'

One aspect of true spiritual experience is a healthy aware
ness of sin. But if there is one aspect which is sadly lacking
from our contemporary Christianity it is precisely this. There
is so little evidence today of men and women having a deep
and serious awareness of their sinfulness before God. There
is so little evidence of true conviction. And this evening I want
to speak about conviction of sin, a realisation of what sin
really means, an awareness of how ugly sin is in the sight of a
holy God. I believe this cry of the Psalmist indicates what
conviction really means. When a man is convicted of his sin
he ceases to be superficial, he ceases to take the whole gospel
as something which is all very easy and straightforward. He
realises his desperate need and terrible plight and he cries to
God for mercy.

In true conviction of sin there is a depth of shame. Shame
is that emotion, that feeling which comes over you when you
have sadly failed to be what you know you ought to be. Here
is a lad who has tragically failed his family and he ends up
in court. The evidence is piling up against him, and his
parents, obviously shattered by it all, are there in the court.
He cannot look in their direction, he is so ashamed of the way
he has so sadly let them down. Or here is a man who has
been unfaithful to his wife and she has discovered it and he
cannot look her in the face. How can he knowing what he
has been and what he has done? He is desperately ashamed.
Shame can grip you and overwhelm you, and shame is one
element in true conviction. When a man comes to know that
he really is a sinner, he is ashamed to face God. He is ashamed
to stand in the presence of such a holy God, having dis
covered the foulness of his own heart.

One sure evidence that a man has not even begun to think
about spiritual experience is that he makes light of sin. One
sure evidence that a man has not begun to understand what
the gospel is about is that he makes excuses for his sin. The
surest token of a man's spiritual deadness is that he will try
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and excuse himself. The first evidence that a man really means
business and that God is really dealing with him, is when
there is this deep sense of shame. How can he face God? How
can he stand before God? How can he dare to look God in
the face, knowing what he is? This is conviction of sin when
you feel thoroughly ashamed of yourself.

When a man is ashamed, glib explanations do not come
easily to his lips. It may be he has tried to brazen things out
and perhaps he has succeeded in maintaining an appearance
for a long time, but suddenly everything has crumbled around
him and he has been exposed and can no longer present a
facade. He is just completely shattered and he cannot face his
friends or his family. Well, here is the sinner and he has
brazened it out for a long time. He has maintained perhaps
an outward pious profession. He may indeed even have been
accepted as a Christian, although deep down in his heart he
knows there was no reality in the profession he made. Then
he is confronted by the living God. He stands before a God
who is unutterably holy. He is in the presence of awful
righteousness and terrible purity. Those blazing eyes of the
Judge of all the earth search the very depths of his soul.
Well, the evasions have gone, they have been scattered by the
blistering rebukes of God's law. His excuses-they die on his
lips-how can he begin to muster them when he is in the
presence of God Almighty? He feels deeply ashamed, utterly
ashamed, he cannot face God. This is conviction of sin.

There is something more than shame. There are also pain
and grief and sorrow. When we have failed someone who ha
trusted us, we are not only ashamed of what we have done
but there is this inner pain, that they trusted us and we have
failed them so badly. There is a terrible pain of spirit when
you have let someone down; when you have faltered although
they relied on you; when you have failed -and they were trust
ing you. In conviction of sin there is not only shame of soul,
there is also this deep pain, and it can be an intense pain of
spirit. A person who has been truly convicted of sin will know
what it means to cry from the depths. He will not find this
language extreme. He will not feel the man is dressing it up
and trying to embellish his message with eloquence. This is
something which expresses his own feelings. The pain of soul,
the grief of spirit, the agony, the anguish of spirit as he has
realised his sin. 'Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 0
Lord.'

Why this pain? When a man has once appreciated who God
is. and what God has done for him, then he realises how
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appallingly he has lived. This God is our Creator. We go out
into the world around us and we see on every hand evidence
of His handiwork. We walk along the beach, we go to the
mountains, and everywhere we turn, there is God. 'The
heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth
His handiwork.' Then we turn from God's goodness in nature
to ourselves and we realise what gifts He has lavished upon
us. Yet how utterly and completely we have failed to show
our gratitude. He has given us minds, and what wonderful
instruments they are-that you and I can think. When you
have met with someone who has lost that precious gift of
reason, someone who has been reduced by brain damage to
incoherence and the utter inability to think, you realise what
a precious thing it is that we can think, that we can reason,
that we can understand. God gave us this mind, it is His trust
to us. He intended us to use these minds of ours to think
about Him and to think about this world in which He has
placed us, and to use these minds that we might live our
lives to His glory. How have we used them? We have used
them for ourselves. We have used them to think our own
thoughts. We have used them to make our own plans, to
devise our own schemes. We have used our minds to dwell
upon our own ambitions. We have used our minds to think
thoughts that are impure, to think thoughts that are lustful,
to think thoughts that are covetous. The minds which He has
given us are so polluted and so darkened because of our sin
fulness. To realise this is to turn in shame and in grief of soul
to our Creator.

He has also given us bodies, and again what complex
pieces of mechanism they are! How wonderfully devised they
are! How infinitely more wonderful than even the most intri
cate machine that men have succeeded in making! God has
given us these bodies in order that we might use them to His
glory. He gave us these hands that we might do our daily work
to His praise. He gave us these feet to take us about our daily
tasks, that we might live to the glory of our Creator. And
what have we done with these bodies of ours? We have let
them become the instruments of sin rather than the instru
ments of God. These feet have taken us in the direction of
self pleasing, and these hands have been used for self indul
gence rather than for God. These lips which should speak of
God's praise and His glory have been used to speak words of
bitterness or words of impurity. These bodies which can, by
God's grace, be the temple of the Holy Spirit, have been made
by our sin the instruments of disobedience and ungodliness.



200 The Gospel Magazine

And when a man has begun to look at his body as the gift of
God to him, and has begun to realise what impurity or lazi
ness, gluttony or greed or slothfulness, what all this and many
another thing has done to his body-well, he can only bow
in shame and grief and pain of soul before his God.

God is our Creator and He is our Sustainer. Every new day
we depend upon Him. Every time we sit at table for a meal,
every breath we breathe, every bodily function, all are due to
His continuing and preserving grace. God is gracious, God is
merciful. Sin-what is it? It is the ugly ingratitude of the
creature, the ingratitude of one who owes so much to God
and fails to render to Him the honour which is His due. 'Out
of the depths have I cried unto thee, 0 Lord.' When a man
has seen his shame, when he has felt this grief and pain of
soul, he does feel himself to be in the depths.

There is another element that often enters into conviction
of sin and it is what I might call a condition of frustration.
You know how vain regrets crowd in upon you. You look
back and ask yourself very bitter questions. Why did I do
that? Why did I go in that direction? Why did I speak that
word? Why did I deliberately turn my back on what I knew
to be right and go in the wrong direction? And when you
think like that, then you go through this process of 'if only'
if only I could pull back that word; if only I could retract that
action; if only I could retrace my steps. So a person can get
into an agonised circle of frustration; vain regrets, how
agonising they can be! Out of the depths of such frustration
a man will cry to God for mercy.

Indeed there are depths which are even deeper than those
to which I have referred. There are times when people plumb
the depths of utter despair. Now let me be clear. God does
not deal with all of us in precisely the same way. There is not
one kind of spiritual experience that everyone has. God is
varied in His dealings with us. Not everyone has touched the
depths of despair. But there are many who have. What kind
of despair? The despair of the person who has become so
aware of his sin that he really wonders if there is fogiveness.
When a man has really seen how defiled he is he wonders if
there is any cleansing possible for him. Now I suspect that
someone may feel that this is really pitched rather far. If it is,
I suggest that you have not really understood what conviction
of sin is. If you have once understood in some measure how
terrible sin is in God's sight, how vile and ugly and loathsome
it is in God's sight, then you know something at least of this
despair of soul. Could God forgive such a one as I am?
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I remember talking to an old man in North Wales who
told me about the great revival in 1904 when God did quite
extraordinary things. I remember his telling me of one notor
ious character in the district who desperately resisted the
gospel which was searching him out, but he was compelled
by the grace of God to capitulate. He came into the chapel
crying out in agony, 'Can the Lord Jesus have mercy on a
sinner like me?' Why that cry? Why that feeling akin to
despair? It was because he had discovered how sinful he
really was.

Today we have lots of what are termed 'conversions'. People
are saved, so it is said, and you find so little of this convic
tion. Is it any wonder that you find the professions are so
often like the snow in January when the sun comes out and it
quickly melts. It is like the dew on a summer morning which
is followed by a good hot day. Those kind of conversions are
not real conversions at all. True conversions-conversions in
which men and women know the forgiveness of Christ, are
conversions which emerge from a realisation that they are
sinners. I agree that realisation of sin may increase greatly
afterwards. There are many Christians who have only dis
covered much later the depths of their own sinfulness. But
there must be at least some awareness of what sin is and how
foul it is in the sight of God, if a man is really going to cry
for mercy. And here is a man who has experienced it. There is
no shallowness here. There is no self excusing here. This man
is simply crying out: 'Out of the depths' he says, 'Out of my
shame and grief of soul, out of my frustration, out of my sheer
despair, I have cried unto thee, 0 Lord.'

But it is not a cry of hopelessness. It is an urgent cry. It is
the cry of a man who knows that he is lost and desperately
needs to be found. It is the cry of a man who knows that he
is guilty and desperately needs to be forgiven. It is a cry, in
a sense, of desperation, but it is desperation blended with
hope. Why? Because of the One to whom he cries. H a man
has fallen into a river and the person on the bank cannot
swim, well it is a hopeless cry because the person is not
capable of helping him. This man is crying to One who is
utterly capable of helping him. It comes out in the very title
he uses-'Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, 0 Lord',
'0 Jehovah'-it is the title with which God revealed Himself
to Moses.

What did that title mean? It meant that God is the faithful
one. It meant that every time God makes a promise He intends
to keep the promise. It meant that God is utterly reliable,
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utterly dependable, He will never let those down who trust in
Him. 'Lord,' he says, 'because you are the faithful God,
because you are the God who is true to His Word, I trust
you; I cry from the depths, Lord hear my voice.' That is why
the sinner who is truly convicted of his sin is not left to
flounder in despair; he is not in a morass, sinking with no
hope of deliverance. The Lord, the faithful God, delights to
hear such a cry and delights to answer.

Go back to the man to whom God first revealed Himself
in this way. Moses was a very old man, well over a hundred.
And you say--iMoses, God revealed Himself to you as
Iehovah.' He says~'Yes!' 'As the faithful God, Moses?'
'Yes!' 'As the God who would never break His word?' 'Yes!'
'Moses, has He ever failed you?' 'Never!' 'But Moses, you
had many a test and many a problem, dealing with that
terrible situation in Egypt and dealing with a rebellious
nation as you led them to Canaan; Moses, are you quite sure?'
'Absolutely sure!' he replies. 'Not one word has failed of all
He has spoken. He is the faithful God.'

I turn from Moses and I cross question all the great men
and women of the Scriptures and ask them again and again,
Have you proved Him unfaithful? Have you turned to Him
and found He did not answer? And again and again they say
with one voice-He is the faithful God, He is always true to
His Word. And then I turn to Satan and I challenge him
the one who is so ready to accuse God, so ready to dishonour
God-and I ask him to produce evidence, I invite him, I
challenge him, to produce those who turned to the Lord and
were not accepted, who cried to the Lord and He refused to
receive them, who turned in repentance from their sin and
there was no answering word of forgiveness, and Satan in
confusion has no reply to make. He cannot furnish one person
who found that God was unfaithful. He is the faithful God.
If He has said, 'Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be
as white as snow,' well, He means it, and He will fulfil His
promise. When I come to Him in the vilest of my sin, in my
uncleanness and in my miserable failure, I find that He is
always true to His Word. He is the Lord-His very character
is involved, He has pledged Himself to fulfil His promises, and
behind the promises of forgiveness is the character of God
Almighty.

So, says the Psalm, here is my confidence. 'There is for
giveness with thee that thou mayest be feared.' It is almost
as if God has a boon companion there beside Him, and that
boon companion is forgiveness. But forgiveness is not only



The Gospel Magazine 203

God's boon companion, who is with the Lord, forgiveness is
also God's servant who is sent at the Lord's bidding. 'There is
forgiveness with thee' but it does not stay there with God.
Forgiveness as it were is sent at God's bidding, and forgiveness
runs quickly to meet the man who desperately needs forgive
ness. So he says, 'Out of the depths have I cried unto thee,
o Lord. Hear my voice. There is forgiveness with thee that
thou mayest be feared.' What glorious forgiveness it is! The
Hebrew word that the Psalmist used here is not one that is
frequently used in the Old Testament-it is one that is only
used of the forgiveness of God. It is not used of the forgive
ness which men give to their fellows, it is only used of the
forgiveness of God.

There is a uniqueness about God's forgiveness. His forgive
ness so infinitely outstrips the forgiveness that we offer to
those who have offended or hurt us. What makes our attempts
at forgiveness so inadequate is that, as no doubt you have
discovered, we are dogged by our own memory. If someone
has really let you down, if someone has deeply hurt you, well
you may forgive, and you may try very very hard to forgive
and to forget, but even years later sometimes the memory
will come back, and if you are not careful the old feelings
of resentment begin to bubble up again. God is not like that.
He says, 'r have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions
and as a cloud thy sins.' 'As far as the east is from the west so
far hath he removed our transgressions from us.' To me, this
is the glory of God's forgiveness, that there is not some linger
ing resentment in heaven. There is not some critical eye still
looking at my sins. No, He has forgiven, He has cleansed,
He has dealt so thoroughly with it that it has been cast into
the limbo of God's forgetfulness. He has forgotten it; He has
put it to one side; it is forgotten because it is so completely
forgiven.

'There is forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared.'
Why is there forgiveness? 'Out of the depths have I cried unto
thee for forgiveness.' Well, it is because He Himself has
plumbed the depths. If you read Psalm 22 you will remember
that it is the psalm which was on the lips of Christ when He
hung on the Cross, 'My God, My God, why has thou forsaken
me?' As you read through the psalm you get the terrible sense
of desolation as all the pressures bear in upon the victim upon
the cross. He went into the very depths. Indeed He plumbed
the depths that are beyond our imagination, much less our
understanding. And because He plumbed the depths, because
He became the shameful one, the despised one, the guilty one
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standing in the place of sinners, because He became the one
who bore the judgment of God upon Him, because He
plumbed the depths, there is forgiveness with God that God
may be feared. There is forgiveness because of Christ.

'Because the sinless Saviour died,
My guilty soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.'

It is because He plumbed the bitter depths of suffering at
Calvary, that from the depths of my shame and my sin I can
cry to God and find forgiveness. What glorious forgiveness
it is! The God who sits on the very throne of the universe,
the God who is so highly exalted, the high and lofty one who
inhabits eternity, the God before whom the very angels bow
in adoring worship, this God stoops to such a guilty sinner as
I am. He stoops to me in my uncleanness, in my vileness, and
He speaks words of forgiveness. This is the grace of God,
this is the mercy of God. Is it any wonder the psalmists are
overwhelmed with the marvel of God's grace? Is it any

wonder that we have got a hymn book in which the saints of
God have overflowed in thanksgiving?

'Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me;'
'There is a fountain filled with blood.
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.'
'And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour's blood?
Died He for me who caused Him pain,
For me who Him to death pursued?
Amazing grace, how can it be,
That Thou my God shouldst die for me!'

This is the pardon of God, this is the forgiveness of Christ,
this is the incredible condescension of the Almighty, stooping
to the very depths from which I cry, and speaking a word of
free and full and gracious forgiveness. 'There is forgiveness
with thee that thou mayest be feared.' 'If thou shouldst mark
iniquity, who should stand?' 'Lord,' said the psalmist, 'if you
looked at my sin and if you concentrated on my sin I would
be lost for ever. There would be no answer, no hope and I
would be in utter black despair.' But praise God, 'there is
forgiveness with thee that thou mayest be feared.'
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Feared? But that is an odd note, is it not? Surely this is a
time for gladness and rejoicing. Surely when you have appre
ciated the forgiveness of God you should be so filled with
exuberant joy, that you should be exulting in the Lord-it
seems almost a discordant note, 'There is forgiveness with thee
that thou mayest be feared.' There is no room for fear here
surely? Yes there is. When I have been freely forgiven, when
I have had the foul stain of my uncleanness washed in the
Saviour's blood, it does not lead, it must not lead, to a light
hearted, flippant attitude which imagines that I have got my
passport for heaven, and now with liberty I can just continue
in my own way. If I can think like that, it is a clear indication
that I have not really begun. The truly forgiven sinner is the
sinner who has this sense of fear.

What is this fear? It is a sense of awe, a sense of wonder.
It is the kind of awe that filled Jacob's soul that night when
he said, 'Surely the Lord is in this place and I knew it not.
This is none other but the house of God.' So there is many a
one who perhaps in the past could talk easily about God, and
talk easily about the gospel, and it was all a very lighthearted
affair, but they have come to realise how much is involved in
it all. It was the blood of Christ which had to be shed for my
forgiveness. It was the grace of God which had to stoop to me
in my need. So I come with a sense of awe, like Moses that
day when God said, 'Take your shoes from off your feet
stand like a slave and realise that you are on holy ground.'

This fear means reverent trust. It means that I do not take
for granted the gifts of God. It means that I do not adopt the
'coin in the machine' approach and imagine that I can just
claim from the Almighty whatever I need for my requirements
and go my way. No, it means reverent trust, realising that it is
God with whom I am dealing, before God I stand, to God I
make my requests. It means solemn and serious obedience.
If we can take the standards of the world, if we can follow
our own pleasures, if we can lightly go our own way and have
the gospel as something on the fringe of our living with a
Christian profession which is vaguely part of the furnishing of
our life, then we are far removed from this experience. The
true believer, the true Christian, the one who has really been
forgiven, has this serious attitude. There is a solemn aware
ness that he has been put in trust with a new life and this new
life is to be lived to the glory of his God.

There are other depths from which a cry may come but
there will be no answer. There are the depths of everlasting
hell. When you read the solemn, and indeed the sombre words
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of Scripture, you hear it speak of a condition of 'outer dark
ness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth'; you hear
it speak of 'a lake of fire which burns day and night for ever
and ever'; you hear it speak of unimaginable misery and
hopelessness-from those depths no cry will be heard for in
those depths there is only despair. But this side of death,
while God still speaks His word of mercy, it is not a day for
despair, it is a day for mercy and for grace. Tell me, have you
tasted the meaning of conviction of sin? Has the arrow of
God's word really gone into your soul? Or to change the
metaphor-Has the plough of God's truth torn up the stub
born soil of your heart? Have you seen yourself as a guilty
sinner, as a rebel against the Almighty, as one who is indes
cribably foul? But surely this is talk that applies to the thief
and the prostitute, it doesn't apply to the normal decent
person, especially the person who goes to church. Charles
Wesley, a man brought up in a rectory, and prepared for the
ministry, was certainly the kind of person who would have
borne an unblemished reputation-yet he writes his hymn
'False and full of sin I am, thou art full of truth and grace.'
If you have not truly seen your sins, if you have not seen how
vile you are in the sight of a holy God, I say get down before
God and cry to Him to show you how desperately sinful you
really are, and when you have seen that, listen to this-'Out
of the depths of my shame, my pain, my regrets, my miserable
failure; Out of the depths I cry to thee, 0 Lord.' Will there
be an answer? There will indeed be an answer. Forgiveness is
there at God's right hand and is ready to come immediately.
'There is forgiveness with thee that Tholl mayest be feared.'
May God show us the vileness of our sin but may God also
show us tonight the wonder of the cleansing blood of Jesus
Christ, for the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses us
from all sin, and to His Holy Name be praise.

Just as the merciful Father offers us the Son through thp
Word of the Gospel, so IVe embrace Him through faith and
acknowledge Him as given to us. It is true that the Word of
the Gospel calls all to participate in Christ, but a number,
blinded and hardened by unbelief, despise such a unique grace.
Hence, only believers enjoy Christ; they receive Him as sent
to them; they do not reject Him when He is given, but follow
Him when He calls them.-JOlIN CALVIN.
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A Sharp Knife for
the Vine-Branches

C. H. SPURGEON

A sermon preached on Sunday morning,
October 6th, 1867, at the Metropolitan

Tabernacle.
'Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away:

and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may
bring forth more fruit.' (John 15 : 2).

These are the words of Jesus. Unto you that believe He is
precious; and every word that He speaks is precious for His
sake: you will be sure, then, to give every syllable its weight,
and to let each word fall upon your soul as coming directly
from His lips. These are the words of our Lord Jesus just
before His departure from the world. We reckon the words of
dying men to be worth storing, and especially of such a match
less man as our Lord and Master. It may be said of Him,
'Thou hast kept the best wine until now'; for, in this chapter,
and in that which follows, we have some of the choicest, deep
est, and richest words that the Master ever uttered. You will
endeavour, then, to hear Him speaking as upon the verge of
Gethsemane; you will listen to these sentences as coming to
you associated with the groans and bloody sweat of His agony.
These are words, moreover, about us, and. therefore, to
be received by us with profound attention; the most of us who
are here are in Christ, some one way or another; the majority
of us profess to be Christians; the text, then, is directed to us.
When Jesus speaks about anything, it is weighty, and demands
our ear, but when He speaks about ourselves to ourselves, we
must give Him the heart as well as the ear, and give most
earnest heed to the things which He speaks to us, lest by any
means we let them slip. We may have to regret one day that
we did not listen to His voice in love, for we may have to hear
it when we must listen to it, when the tones have become those
of judgment, and Jesus the judge shall say unto us, 'I know
you not', even though we shall venture to plead that we ate
and drank in His presence, and that He taught in our streets.

Having. then, your solemn attention, we will read the text
again: 'Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that
it may bring forth more fruit.'
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The text suggests self-examination; conveys instruction; and
invites meditation.

I. In the first place, it SUGGESTS SELF-EXAMINATION.

I hear in these solemn words the tones of His voice of whom
Malachi said, 'Who may abide the day of his coming? and
who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's
fire, and like fullers' soap'. I discern in these two heart-search
ing sentences the voice of Him of whom John said. 'His fan is
in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather
his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire'. Truly the Lord's 'fire is in Zion, and his
furnace in Jerusalem'. Happy shaH that man be who can bear
to be thrust into the flame, and to be covered with the hot
coals of the burning truths here taught: but he shall be found
reprobate who cannot bear the trial.

1. Observe that our text mentions two characters who are in
some respects exceedingly alike; they are both branches, they
are both branches in the vine: 'Every branch in me'. How
much alike persons may be apparently. who in God's sight
stand at opposite poles of character! Both the persons des
cribed in the text were in Christ: in Christ in different senses
it is plain, because the first persons were not so in Christ as
to bring forth fruit, consequently, as fruit is that by which we
are to judge a man, they were not in Christ effectually,
graciously, influentially, or so as to receive the fruit-creating
sap. If they had brought forth fruit, their fruitfulness would
have been a sign that they were in Christ savingly. Who will
venture to say that a man who yields no fruit of righteousness
can be really a Christian? Yet they were in Christ in some
sense or other; that is to say, the two characters were equally
esteemed to be Christians; their names were enrolled in the
same church register; in the common judgment of men they
were equally Christian; according to their own profession, they
w::re so: in many other respects which we need not now cata
logue, they were both in Christ as His avowed disciples, as
soldiers professedly fighting under His banner, as servants
wearing His livery.

These two persons were probably equally sound in their
doctrinal views, they held the same precious truth. If they
heard falsehood, they were equally earnest to denounce it.
When they listened to the gospel, they received it with joy, and
so received it as to be willing to assist in the spread of it, and
even to make sacrifices for its extension. These persons were
equally attentive to ordinances. How often has it happened
that two persons of widely different state before the Lord, have
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been baptised at the same hour, in the same water, into the
same name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, and have then broken bread together with equal appar
ent fervency, and with equal professions of enjoyment and
devotion! These people have been equally fair in their profes
sion; their moral conduct has in the judgment of all onlookers
been much the same; tbey have avoided every thing of ill
repute, and they have in their measure sought after that which
was comely and lovely in the estimation of men. Ab! there will
often be found two who publicly pray alike, have an equal gift
in prayer-and what is worse, preach with equal earnestness
and zeal, to all appearance, who have family prayer main
tained with the same consistency, and yet for all this, the end
of the one shaH be to be cast away as a branch to be burned,
while the end of the other shall be to bring forth fruit unto
perfection, with everlasting life as the reward. Ah! friends,
man can counterfeit cleverly, but when the devil helps him, he
becomes master of the art. You will see pieces of coinage
which it is almost impossible for you to discover to be mere
counterfeits by their appearance, or even by their ring; in the
scales they almost deceive you, but you put them into the fire,
and then the discovery is made. Doubtless there are thousands
in all Christian churches who have the stamp and the impress
of the King upon them, and look like the genuine shekels of
the sanctuary, who after all are only fit to be like bad money,
fastened down on the foostool of the judgment seat, with a nail
driven through them, to their everlasting reprobation and
disgrace. How can we tell a bold man from a coward? Two
soldiers wear the same regimentals: they will talk equally
loudly of what they will do when the enemy shall come. It is
the battle that tests and proves them; some peculiar phase of
the conflict will bring out the difference; but till the battle
comes, how easy it is for the coward to play the hero, while
perhaps the bravest man may modestly shrink into the rear!
Our text, then. brings before us two characters apparently
alike.

2. Then, in the second place, it shows us the distinction
between them-the great and solemn difference. The first
branch brought forth no fruit; the second branch bore some
fruit. 'By their fruits ye shall know them.' We have no right to
judge of our neighbours' motives and thoughts, except so far
as they may be clearly discoverable by their actions and words.
The interior we must leave with God, but the exterior we may
judge, and must judge. There is a sense in which we are not
to judge men; but there is another sense in which he would be
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an arrant fool who did not constantly exercise his judgment
upon men. 'By their fruits ye shall know them' is our Lord's
own canon of sacred criticism. If you would judge men and
judge yourselves, this is the one test-'by their fruits'.

Now, then, what say you professors who are present here
today; you who are so regular in your attendance upon the
means of grace? Will you now search yourselves, to see
whether you have any fruit? That you may be helped in such
an investigation, let me remind you that the apostle Paul has
given us a list of these fruits, in his fifth chapter of the epistle
to the Galatians. He says in the twenty-second verse, 'The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good
ness, faith, meekness, temperance'. Nine kinds of fruit: all
these should be 'in us and abound'. Let us question ourselves
whether we have any of them.

Say, professor, hast thou brought forth the fruit of 'love'?
Searching question, this! I do not ask thee, canst thou talk of
love? but, dost thou feel it? I do not say, is love upon your
tongue? but, does love rule thy heart? Dost thou love God as
a child loves its father? Dost thou love the Saviour from a
sense of gratitude to Him who bought thee with His blood?
Dost thou feel the love of the gracious Comforter, who dwells
in thee, if thou be indeed a child of God? What knowest thou
about love to the brethren? Dost thou love the saints, as saints,
whether they belong to thy church or no; whether they please
thee or serve thy turn or no? Say, dost thou love God's poor?
Dost thou love God's persecuted and despised ones? Answer,
I pray thee. What about love to the kingdom of the Lord's
dear Son, and to the souls of men? Canst thou sit still and be
satisfied with being saved thyself, while thy neighbours are
being damned by thousands? Are thine eyes never wet with
tears for impenitent souls? Do the terrors of the Lord never
get hold upon thee, when thou thinkest of men plunging them
selves into perdition? 'He that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?' Hast
thou this fruit, then? for if not, 'every branch in me that
beareth not fruit he taketh away'.

Next comes joy. Does thy religion ever give thee joy? Is it
mere matter of duty, a heavy chain for thee to drag about like
a convict, or is thy religion a harp for thee to dance to the tune
of? Dost thou ever rejoice in Jesus Christ? Dost thou know
what the 'joy of the Lord' means? Does it ever give thee joy
to think that He is the same even when the fig tree does not
blossom, and the herd is cut off from the stall? Dost thou feel
a joy in reading the promises of God's Word? Hast thou a joy
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in secret prayer; that joy which the world never gave thee, and
cannot take away from thee? Hast thou a secret joy, like a
spring shut up, a fountain sealed, which is only open to thee
and thy Lord, because thy fellowship is with Him, and not
with the sons of sin? He that never mourned because of sin,
has never repented; but he who has never rejoiced because of
forgiveness, cannot have seen the cross. Come, then, hast thou
produced this fruit of joy? The Lord give it more and more to
thee! If thou hast never had it, then hear the sentence-'Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away'.

Next follows 'peace'. Oh, blessed fruit! an autumn fruit,
mellow and sweet, and fit for an angel's tooth. It is the fruit the
blessed feed upon in heaven-peace with God, peace of con
science, peace with one's fellow men, 'the peace of God which
passeth all understanding', which 'keeps the heart and mind
through Jesus Christ'. 'Great peace have they which love thy
law: and nothing shall offend them.' 'Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.' Ah! my hearers, some of you make a great deal of
noise perhaps about religion, and yet never have peace of
conscience. This is what ceremonialists never can obtain. 'We
have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve
the tabernacle' of outward ordinances, and carnal, vain
glorious pompous ceremonies. Of our altar, where the finished
sacrifice is eaten as a peace offering, they cannot eat. They find
no peace after all their masses, and holy offices, and proces
sions, and sacred hours, and priestcraft, and I know not what;
poor slaves, they go down to their graves as much in bondage
as ever, with the dreary prospect of a purgatorial fire before
them: no delightful prospect of waking up in the likeness of
Christ; no sense of the truth of that glorious passage, 'and ye
are complete in him'. He that hath Christ hath this one of His
fruits, namely, peace. He who knows no peace with God, has
good need to tremble. .

Mention is made of longsufjering. I fear there are many
professors who have very little of this, a quality which may be
viewed in many aspects. There is patience, which bears God's
chastising hand, and does not turn against Him, but says, 'The
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord'. Longsuffering towards God, suffering long. Then
there is longsuffering towards man, bearing persecution with
out apostacy, bearing slander and reproach without revenge,
bearing the errors and mistakes of mankind with tender com
passion. The believer should have much of this. Some of us,
perhaps, may be naturally quick tempered; grace must over-
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come angry passions. It is not for you to say, '1 cannot help it';
the fruit of the Spirit is longsuffering-you must help it. If
there is no change in your temper, there is no change in you
at all; you have need to be converted. If the grace of God does
not help you in a measure to keep under that temper which
will be there, but which you must restrain, you have need to
go to God and ask Him to make sound work in you, for there
is no work of grace there yet. We must have longsuffering, or
we may be found fruitless, and then woe unto us.

Next in order is gentleness, by which 1 understand kindness.
The Christian is a man of kindness. He recognises his kinned
ness with his fellow men, he wishes to treat them as his kin.
He has compassion for those who are suffering; he endeavours
to make his manners kind and courteous. He knows that there
is a natural offence in the cross to carnal men, he does not
wish therefore to make any offence of his own. He desires in
his own life not to be morose, suspicious, harsh, proud,
domineering, but he seeks to imitate his Master, who said of
Himself, 'Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for 1 am
meek and lowly in heart'. The believer in Christ should be
gentle towards all men with whom he comes in contact. This
is one of the fruits of the Spirit, and, 1 may add, a fruit of the
Spirit in which many professors are terribly deficient. Do not
think that J judge you, 1 judge you not-there is one that
judgeth you, it is this Word of God which we speak. Gentle
ness is the fruit of the Spirit, and if you have it not, you have
not this fruit of the Spirit; and what saith the text, 'Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away'.

We are next reminded of goodness, by which is undoubtedly
meant beneficence, benevolence, generosity, not merely kindli
ness of manner, but bounty of heart. Oh, what a fine thing it is
when our Christianity gives us a noble spirit! We cannot all
be nobles in pocket, but every child of God should be a noble
in his heart. 'Come in,' said a poor Scotch woman to some of
the Lord's people, '1 have room for ten of you in my house,
but 1 have room for ten thousand of you in my heart.' So
should the believer say, 'Come in, ye that are in need; 1 have
not the power to help many of you, but 1 have the will to help
all of you if 1 could.' The Christian should be like his Lord
and Master, easily entreated, ready to communicate, making it
his delight and his business to distribute, like a cloud that is
full of rain, and empties itself upon the earth; like the bright
and sparkling sun scattering his beams abroad, and not hiding
or hoarding his light. If ye have not this fruit of the Spirit in
some measure, 1 beseech you to remember the solemn words
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of the text, 'Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he
taketh away'.

Then comes faith, by which is probably not meant the grace
of faith which is rather a root than a fruit, yet that is included.
The fruit of the Spirit is indeed faith in God; without this,
there is not even the commencement of anything like security
in the soul. Dost thou believe on the Son of God? Hast thou
faith? If thou hast faith but as a grain of mustard-seed, it is
a sign of life within thee. If thou hast little of it, pray, 'Lord,
increase our faith! ' But the faith here, I think, means faithful
ness-faithfulness towards God, faithfulness towards con
science. How little some Christians make of that nowadays!
Why, they swallow their consciences. There are ministers who
subscribe to words which they know to be deceiving the
people, and help to buttress a church which is doing its utmost
to lead this nation into downright Popery. The good and
gracious ministers in the Establishment are the prop and pillar
of it, and by their influence they maintain a system which
enables traitors to pollute this land with Popery. 0 that our
friends had a little more tenderness of conscience, and would
come out from their unhallowed alliance with the Popish
Ritualists. How earnestly do I pray that none of us have the
remotest connection with anything which would take us back
to that Antichrist which God hateth, which He so hateth, that
He has bidden His servant John call the apostate church by
a dreadful name, a brand of infamy, a name which God never
uses till He has cast off and utterly abhorred a thing. My
brethren, may your consciences be faithful and may you be
faithful to your consciences: men that trifle with doctrine, it
seems to me, little know what sins they commit. I tell you who
trifle with doctrines, that you are as bad as thieves; you are
worse, for the thief only robs men, but you rob God and your
own souls. By helping to foster errorr you are heaping together
the elements of a pestilence which, unless grace prevent, will
utterly destroy this land. We must have faithfulness also in our
dealings with our fellow men in business. Saints are men of
honour still. The Christian man 'sweareth to his own hurt, and
changeth not'. He does not take an oath, but his word is his
bond. 0 that we may have this fruit of the Spirit: faithfulness,
directness, straight-forwardness, doing the right, loving the
true, and walking uprightly before the Lord our God!

The next fruit is meekness. May we possess much of this,
for there is a peculiar benediction promised to the meek:
'Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth'. The
Christian is to be as harmless as a dove. In his Master's battles,
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bold as a lion, but for himself and for his own cause, tender,
gentle, shunning debate, loving quietness, ready to take a
rebuke rather than to administer one; feeling himself to be
weak and frail. Moses was the meekest of men, often pro
voked, but only once speaking unadvisedly with his lips. It is
marvellous how he bore with the people; they were the most
provoking people in the world, except ourselves-but yet, like
as a nurse is tender with a sick child, even so was he with a
foolish people. How oft did they provoke him and grieve his
spirit! He grew indignant, and dashed the two tables of stone
upon the ground, when he saw the idolatry of the people.
Moses, the meekest of men, could not bear that; and God's
meekest servants grow wrath when they think of the idolatry
into which this land is sliding so rapidly. But meek we must be
towards all men; and if we have not this fruit, the Master says,
'Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away'.

Do not forget temperance. which is now generally used in
respect to meats and drinks, but which has a far wider signifi
cation, though it includes that. The man who indulges the
appetites of the flesh, and cannot control himself as to eating
and drinking, need not pretend to be a Christian. He has first
to prove that he is equal to a beast before he may pretend to
be a child of God; he has first to show that he is a man before
he may claim to be a Christian. Those who indulge in drunken
ness shall drink of the wine of God's wrath ere long, and then
how bitter will their sweet wines be to them! how will that
which has been sweet to the throat be as poison to the bowels
for ever and ever! If we have not that kind of temperance,
evidently we can know nothing about true religion. But there
must be an equal temperance in all other things, a temperance
in your dress, in your expenditure, in your temper, and indeed
in every act. There is a moderation to be observed, a narrow
road to be followed, which the tutored eye of the spiritual man
can see. and which it is a fruit of the Spirit for the spiritual
foot to tread. God grant that we may have these fruits.

Beloved in the Lord, I am persuaded that no truth needs to
be pressed more upon my own soul and yours than this, that
positive fruit is the only test of our being in Christ. It is so
easy for us to wrap ourselves up in the idea that attention to
religious ceremonies is the test, but it is not so, for 'Except
your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
Scribes and Pharisees', who were the most religious people of
their day, 'ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven'. I know it is easy to think, 'Well, I do not indulge in
drunkenness; I am no rogue; I do not do this or that'. This is
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little to the matter. Remember that the judgment will not be
about those things which you do not do, but about positive

. things. How does Jesus Christ put that judgment matter?
'I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and
ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me not in:
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye
visited me not.' The absence of positive fruit was that which
condemned the lost. 'Every tree,' says John, 'that beareth not
fruit shall be hewn down and cast into the fire.' He does not
say, 'Every tree that bears bitter fruit, or sour grapes', but
'Every tree that bringeth forth no fruit'. Fruitless professors,
tremble! J may not speak so as to make this truth penetrate
as I would it should into your inmost souls, but I pray the
eternal Spirit to make it like fire in the bones of every deceived
man and woman. If my Lord shall come to you, my hearer,
day after day, as He once came to the fig-tree, and should find
leaves upon you and no' fruit, I tell you He will say, 'Hence
forth let no fruit be on thee for ever', and thou shalt wither
away. What is His own parable! The master of the vineyard
said to the husband man, 'Behold, these three years I come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why
cumbereth it the ground?' And when the husbandman inter
ceded, you will remember his intercession was only so far: 'If
it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it
down'. Jesus the intercessor agrees with His Father the
Husbandman; Mercy agrees with Justice; if there be no fruit,
the tree must come down. May I beseech you to lay these
things to heart. Thou must bear fruit unto God by the power
of the Spirit, or it is down with thee. God fingers His axe this
morning; it is sharp, and if He doth but lift it, woe to thee,
barren fig tree! Woe, indeed, to me also, if I be found barren
in the day of the Lord's appearing.

In closing this weighty business of. self-examination, I must
remind you that our Lord tells us, that although these persons
were in some points alike, the solemn difference between them
led to a solemn result. 'Every branch in me that beareth not
fruit he taketh away.' There are many ways in which the Lord
takes away barren branches. Sometimes He allows the profes
sor to apostatise. He gets rich, and then he will not go to the
place of worship which he used to frequent when he was a
poorer man, and was humble enough to hear the gospel; he
must go to some fashionable place, where he can listen to
anything but the truth; and thus by his own pride he is taken
away. Or else he is allowed to fall into open sin We always
should regret the falls of professors, but sometimes it is
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possible that discovered sins may be a blessing, for they take
away from the church men who never ought to have been
there, and who were an injury to it. Many bright professors
have stood well for a long time, but at last they have been
snuffed out ecclesiastically by reason of their outward sins.
God has taken them away. Some have been taken away in a
more terrible sense by death; God has removed them. They
have lived in the church and died in the church, but have been
taken away in solemn judgment, and cast into the fire. Then
there is a taking away which is worst of all, when the Master
shall say, 'Depart, ye cursed! '. Now, do observe it: these were
respectable people; these were people like you, decent, good
people, who attended a place of worship, and contributed, and
were very moral, but still they had not grace in their souls.
They had nominal Christianity, but not the fruit of the Spirit;
and what was done with them? 'Lord, cannot some mild
means be used? How sad to see these branches cut off! ' 'No,'
saith He, 'if they bring not forth fruit, they must be taken
away.' 'But, Lord, they never reeled in and out of the gin
palace! Lord, they were much too good and much too amiable
to be found amongst the debased and debauched! ' Take them
away; they brought no fruit, and they must be taken away.'
'But, Master, they were so diligent in the use of ordinances,
they were so constant and regular in the form of prayer!'
'They brought forth no fruit,' saith He, 'take them away.'
There is only this one thing for them: if they had through
saving faith been made to bear the fruit of the Spirit, they
should have been saved; but as there was no fruit, take them
away.

What is done with that which is taken away? If I could take
you just outside the garden wall, I would let you see a heap
of weeds and slips that are taken from the vine, and there they
are heaped together with a little straw, and the gardener burns
them. The other branches with their purple clusters are in
honour, but these dishonoured things are burnt outside the
gate. I cannot picture to you that day of doom, that fate
tremendous which shall come upon fruitless branches of the
spiritual vine-outside the gate. with a great gulf fixed between
them and heaven, where the smoke of their torment goeth up
for ever and ever, 'where their worm dieth not, and the fire is
not quenched'. If such people are cast away, what will become
of some of you? If these good people who were in Christ, in
a way, still perish, because they brought forth no fruit, 0 ye
who are like hemlock in the furrows of the field, ye who pro
duce the grapes of Gomorrha and the apples of Sodom, what
shall be your doom in the day of account when the Master
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shall come forth in robes of judgment to execute righteousness
among the sons of men?

n. Briefly on the second point. THE TEXT CONVEYS

INSTRUCTION.

Looking at it carefully, we observe that the fruit-bearing
branches are not perfect. If they were perfect, they would not
need pruning; but the fact is there is much of original inbred
sin remaining in the best of God's people, so that whenever the
sap within them is strong for the production of fruit, there is
a tendency for that strength to turn into evil, and instead of
good fruit, evil is produced. It is the strength of the tree, and
the richness of the sap which makes the branch produce too
much wood, so that it needs pruning. The gardener desires to
see that strength in clusters, but alas! instead it runs into
wood. Now, observe that in a Christian when the sap comes to
him to produce confidence in God, through the evil that is in
him, it often produces confidence in himself, and he who
should be strong in faith becomes strong in carnal security.
When the sap would produce zeal, how very frequently it
turns into rashness, and instead of zeal with knowledge, fanati
cism is brought forth! Suppose the sap flows to produce self
examination, very generally unbelief is the outgrowth, and
instead of the man doubting himself, he begins to doubt his
Lord. How often have I seen even the joy of the Lord turned
into pride, and when the man should rejoice in Christ Jesus, he
has begun to rejoice in himself, to grow proud and say, 'What
a fine experience I possess! ' That love which we ought to bear
towards our neighbours, how apt is that to run into love of the
world and carnal complacency towards its evil ways! The
gentleness which I praised just now, often turns to a silly
compliance with everybody's whim, and meekness which is n
fruit of the Spirit, how often that becomes an excuse for hold
ing your tongue, when you ought boldly lo speak! The fact is,
it is very difficult to keep ourselves, when we are in a flourish
ing state, from producing wood instead of grapes. God grant
us grace to keep us from this evil; and I do not know how the
grace can come except by His judicious pruning.

I say the fruit-bearing branches are not perfect because they
bear a great deal that is not fruit, and, moreover, not one of
them bears as much fruit as it ought to do. I do not agree with
Mr. We<;ley's opinion about perfection. It is very difficult to
see how he could have done more than he did, but I do not
doubt that even he felt that he might have been more like his
Lord. None of the Lord's people with whom I ever came into
communion have dared to think themselves perfect; and if
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they had said so, and proved it, I should have rejoiced to think
that there were such people, but greatly sorrowed to find that
I belong to a very different order of beings myself; for 'in me,
that is, in my flesh, there dwelleth no good thing'. The Master
is bringing us upon our way to bring forth more fruit, but as
yet, the fruit-bearing branches are not perfect.

Hence we are taught, in the second place, that pruning is the
lot of all the fruitful saints. You may escape it if you are not
fruitful, you will be cut off, you will not be pruned, but all the
fruit-bearing saints must feel the knife. Observe Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, had not those patriarchs their trials? Moses
and David, Jeremiah and Daniel, who among those escaped?
Though they honoured their Master much, who escaped with
out the pruning knife? And jf you come to the saints of the
New Testament, surely the flame was seven times batter with
regard to them than with regard to the elder brethren. How
does the Lord prune His people, then? It is generally said by
affliction; I question if that could be proved as it stands; it
needs explanation. It is generally thought that our trials and
troubles purge us: I am not sure of that, they certainly are
lost upon some. Our Lord tells us what it is that prunes us.
'Now.' saith He, in the third verse of the chapter, 'ye are clean
(or pruned) through the word which I have spoken unto you.'
It is the word that prunes the Christian, it is the truth that
purges him, lhe Scripture, made living and powerful by the
Holy Spirit, effectually cleanses the Christian. 'What then does
affliction do?' say you. Well, if I may say so, affliction is the
handle of the knife: affliction is the grindstone that sharpens
up the word; affliction is the dresser which removes our soft
garments, and lays bare the di eased flesh, so that the sur
geon's lancet may get at it; affliction makes us ready to feel the
word. but the true pruner is the word in the hand of the Great
Husbandman. Sometimes when you lay stretched upon the bed
of sickness, you think more upon the word than you did
before, that is one great thing. In the next place, you see
more the applicability of that word to yourself. In the third
place, the Holy Spirit makes you feel more, while you are thus
laid aside, the force of the word than you did before. Ask that
affliction may be sanctified, beloved, but always remember
there is no more tendency in affliction in itself to sanctify us
than there is in prosperity; in fact, the natural tendency of
affliction is to make us rebel against God, which is quite
opposite to sanctification. It is the word coming to us while in
affliction that purges us; it is God the Holy Ghost laying home
r'ivine truth, and applying the blood of Jesus, and working in
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all His divine energy in the soul; it is this that prunes us, and
affliction is only the handle of the knife, or what if I say the
ladder which the gardener takes to reach the vine, so that he
may prune it the better! Now, it may be that some of us have
been afflicted a great deal, and have not been pruned. I know
some people who have been very poor; I do not see that they
are any better for it, and I know some others who have been
very sick, and I have never heard that they have been im
proved. Alas! some people are of such a character, that if they
were stricken till their whole head were sick, and their whole
heart faint, they would not be benefited; if they were beaten
till they were all bruises and putrifying sores, they would still
go on to rebel, for these things only provoke them to a greater
hatred against the Most High. We must be pruned, but it must
be by the word, through affliction.

Now, the object in this pruning is never condemnatory. God
does not purge His children with a view to visit them penaIly
for sin; He chastises, but He cannot punish those for whom
Jesus Christ has been already punished. You have no right to
say, when a man is afflicted, that it is because he has done
wrong; on the contrary, 'every branch that beareth fruit he
purgeth'. Just the branch that is good for something gets the
pruning knife. Do not say of yourselves, or of other people,
That man must have been a great offender, or he would not
have met with such a judgment'. Nonsense, who a holier man
than Job; but who brought lower than he? Why, the fact is, it
is because the Lord loves His people that He chastens them,
not because of any anger that He hath towards them. But
learn, beloved, especially you under trial, not to see an angry
God in your pains or your losses, or your crosses; but instead
thereof, see a husbandman, who thinks you a branch whom he
estimates at so great a rate, that he will take the trouble to
prune you, which he would not do if- he had not a kind
consideration towards you.

The real reason is that more fruit may be produced; which
I understand to mean more in quantity. A good man, who
feels the power of the word pruning him of this and that super
fluity, sets to work, in the power of the Holy Ghost, to do
more for Jesus. Before he was afflicted he did not know how
to be patient. He learns it at last-a hard lesson. Before he was
poor he did not know how to be humble, but he learns that.
Before the word came with power he did not know how to
pray with his fellows, or to speak to sinners, or lay himself out
for usefulness; but the more he is pruned, the more he serves
his Lord. More fruit in variety, too, may be intended. One tree
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can only produce one kind of fruit usually, but the Lord's
people can produce many, as we have already seen; and the
more they are pruned the more they will produce. There will
be all kinds of fruits, both new and old, which they will lay up
for their beloved. There will be more in quality, too. The man
may not pray more, but he win pray more earnestly; he may
not preach more sermons, but he will preach them more
thoroughly from his heart, with a greater unction. It may be
that he will not be more in communion with God as to time,
but it will be a closer communion; he will throw himself more
thoroughly into the divine element of communion, and will
become more hearty in all that he does.

This is the result of the pruning which our heavenly Father
gives; and if such be the result, the Lord keep on pruning, for
what greater blessing can a man have than to produce much
fruit for God? Better to serve God much than to become a
prince. He that doeth much for Christ, shall shine as the stars
for ever and ever. He is glorifying God; he is blessing his
fellow men; he is bringing joy into his own spirit. Oh, if on
bended knee we might seek but one favour, methinks we
would not ask the wisdom which Solomon craved; we would
petition for this, that we might bring forth much fruit, that so
we might be Christ's disciples.

TTI. To conclude. Our text INVITES MEDITATION.

I will hint at the points on which it invites our thoughts. It
suggests to every unccnverted person here this one question.
It seems that it is not very easy for the righteous to be saved:
'If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly
and the wicked appear?' If the branches in Christ that bear no
fruit, are taken away, what must become of the Sabbath
breakers, the despisers of God, the atheists. the drunkards, the
unchaste, the dishonest, the blasphemers? 1 raise the question
-solve it' Let it burn into your soul! -

Secondly, what a mercy it is to the believer that it is pruning
with him and not cutting off! Ah, let the knife be very sharp,
let the word throw us into the great deeps, till we almost
despair; yet, thank God, we are not cast into hell! Dear
friends, your prayer should be, 'Lord, let thy word cut deep
into me. Do not let the preacher mince matters with me.
Deliver him from sewing pillows under my armholes, and
lulling me to sleep. Lord, I would be faithful1y dealt with!
T put the proud flesh before thee, cut it out, that the wound
heal not so as to be worse when healed than it was when a
runing sore'. What a mercy it is not to be cut off! Ah,
Christian, you are desponding and doubting today, while the
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word is searching you, but you might have been in hell! Think
of that, You are poor, or you are full of pain, but you might
have been driven from the presence of God. How can you, as
a living man, complain, whatever God may place upon you?

In the next place, it would be well to think how gently the
pruning has been done with the most of us up till now, com
pared with our barrenness. I wonder the Lord has not cut us
about much more. He who has a deep-seated disease requires
sharp medicine; and when the sore runs deep, the doctor must
cut deep too. With all the rust that is on us, I wonder we are
not filed more. There is so much alloy, it is marvellous that
we are not oftener put into the fire. 0 Spirit of God, Thou
hast hard work with some of us, still we bless Thee, for Thy
gentleness hath been manifested very graciously. How ten
derly hast Thou dealt with our frail dust, 0 God of love!

Again, how earnestly we ought to seek for more fruit. If this
is what God seeks after, we should be after it. If He often goes
the length of pruning the vine, although He does not love to do
it, for He does not afflict willingly, or grieve the children of
men for nought, let us agree with God, and seek to yield more
fruit.

How concerned should everyone of us be to be efficaciously
ana truly one with Christ! I ought to have said that the whole
gist of the text lies in that 'in me, in me, in ml1'. You see, if
a man is not in Christ at all, why then, of course, there is no
hope of any sort; and then, when he is in Christ, there comes
the question, is he in Christ by living faith, by real trust? has
he the faith of God's elect? has he been born again from
above? is he a spiritual grace-taught soul? Let this be the
question which shall rest upon our minds. I would that this
morning my text might be sweet to you; sweet, I said, because
if for the moment it seemeth bitter, the end is sweetness. Faith
ful are the wounds of such a friend as Jesus. If He has
wounded any of you, it is not to drive you from Him, but to
make you cling the closer to Him. Have you never learned
that, when you feel the most humbled, most afraid, most full
of sin, most conscious of your own imperfection, the best thing
is to cling to Christ the more? 'Well, Lord, if I have been the
most cursed hypocrite that ever lived, I will come to Thee now.
If up to this moment I have been deceived, and have not had
a grain of true faith, nor a single one of the fruits of the Spirit,
yet here I am, a poor black sinner, I to the fountain fly; a
naked sinner, I wrap Thy righteousness about my loins; a poor
sin-sick, lost sinner, I look up to Thee on yonder cross, and
I do believe that Thou canst save me. From the very jaws of
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death, and out of the belly of hell, do I cry unto Thee, and
Thou wilt here me. 0 sinners and saints, come to Christ again,
whether you are His experimentally, or are strangers to Him,
come to Him now, for still the gospel-belJ rings out sweetly,
'Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely'. 0 God,
grant us grace to come now afresh, and His be the praise!
Amen, and Amen.

To love man you must know him; to know God you must
love Him.-BLAISE PASCAL.

Give up thy ways to God. It is not in man to direct his own
steps. It is God that must direct them for thee for He works all
things according to His will. If any man in the world, if his
understanding and will were a rule to mine, and I knew he
were infallible, I would certainly go give up all my ways to
what he saith. As you say you must be ruled by him that
bears the purse, so you must be ruled by him that bears the
understanding.-THOMAS GOODWIN.

Death is an inexorable, irresistible messenger who cannot
be diverted from executing his orders by the force of the
mighty, the bribes of tlie rich nor the entreaties of the poor.
THOMAS BOSTON.

Those that are hearty in the service of God shall receive
fresh encouragements from Him to proceed in it. Set the
wheels agoing and God will oil them. (Haggai 2: 4-9.)
MATfHEW HENRY.

'Ah!' said Dr. Goodwin, in his last moments, 'is this dying?
How have I dreaded as an enemy this smiling friend!'

If Christ lays out all His interest for us at the Throne of
Grace we must lay out all our interest for Him. 'That Christ
may be magnified.' Philippians 1: 20. Trade your talents for
Christ's glory; there is no man but has some talent to trade,
one learning, another estate. Oh, trade for Christ's glory:
spend and be spent for Him. Let your heart study for Christ,
your hands work for Him, your tongue speak for Him. If
Christ be an Advocate for us in heaven, we must be agents
for Him on earth, everyone in his sphere must act vigorously
for Him.-THOMAS WATSON.
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Doctrinal Definitions
PAUL TUCKER

PRAYER vu
Psalm 66 : 1-20; Matthew 15 : 21-28.

I. HINDRANCES TO PRAYER.

1. There are hindrances that keep us from praying at all.
(a) If we allow ourselves to become spiritually slack and care
less. our desire for prayer will cease and our entire attitude
to prayer will change. Wherever you read of a believer lapsing
in the spiritual life, his prayer life is always affected. Take
Abram. See Genesis 12: 10-13 : 4. All the time he was in
Egypt there is no record of his praying at all, but as soon as
he was delivered from it and came back to the place of God's
purpose for him we find him returning to the altar and calling
upon the Name of the Lord.
(b) Neglect of the Word of God will hinder our praying. There
is an indivisible relation between God's Word and prayer.
Ephesians 6 : 17. Remember the word of the Psalmist: 'While
I was musing the fire burned'. As he meditated upon the Word
of God there was the stimulus given to him to pray. The Word
of God helps us to pray.
(c) Another thing that can hinder us is a materialistic outlook;
being taken up with temporal and mundane things. See Job
21 : 9. 'What can God give us,' they were saying, 'that we do
not already possess?' This materialism and earthly outlook
hinders prayer, and whereas Job is speaking primarily of the
unconverted. yet there is a secondary application for ourselves.
Let us beware lest we become, in the things which God has so
graciously given us, independent of God. Because it is instinc
tive to all of us to go our own way and make our own plans
and live independently of God.
(d) Overwork can crowd out prayer. For those of us who are
busy during the day and then taken up with the service of the
Lord during the evening, and in our spare time, how easy it is
for overwork to crowd out prayer. There are two dangers that
confront a believer. (i) There is the danger of laziness and sloth
so that he can be too indolent to pray. (h) There is the danger
of over-activity. Unless what we are doing is bathed in prayer,
and under the direction of the Holy Spirit, we can just go
around wasting the very time we are using. If prayer is supple
mental. then the main thing I shall be concerned about is my
service and I shall have just a little time of prayer to supple
ment my work. But if prayer to me is a priority, if it is
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fundamental, then in all my thinking it will come first and my
work will flow out of my praying. Prayer for the believer
should therefore be fundamental and not supplemental. Here
our Lord Jesus Christ is our supreme example. All through
His ministry we find He had time to help others, and He had
time to pray. Morning, evening, at noon, again and again, we
find Him witharawing to the place of prayer. Let us not allow
either sloth or overwork to hinder us in our prayer life.

2. There are hindrances that prevent us from prevailing in
prayer. There are hindrances that prevent us from getting
answers to our prayers. Prayer is not automatic. You cannot
approach God anyhow. There are laws governing prayer just
as there are laws governing the operations of nature. There
are conditions binding upon us if we would know answers to
our prayers, and there are many things hindering the answers
to prayer.
(a) Sin indulged and unconfessed. God is holy. He cannot
answer the prayer of a person who is cherishing a known sin
in his life, unrenounced and unconfessed. If God were to
answer the prayer of that person, He would be compromising
His Own holiness. We read in Psalm 66: 18, 'If I regard
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear'. The word 'regard'
here means if I see it there, and take notice of it, and yet do
nothing about it, and am unconcerned. There is a sense in
which the Lord only hears us through the merit of the Lord
Jesus. We have no merit to plead. But this is a different
emphasis. Granted, the ground of our approach to God is the
mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus Christ, but that does not
mean to say we can live as we like and then glide into the
presence of God and expect Him to answer us. To pray in the
Name of Jesus means that we are in harmony with the mind
of Jesus. If we are in harmony with the mind of Jesus, then we
shall hate sin even as Jesus hates sin. See Lamentations 3 : 44.
There was no getting through to God, because of their rebel
lion and transgression (see verses 41-42).
(b) A wilful disobedience of God's known commandments.
Proverbs 28 : 9. The prayer of the person who is disobedient
to God's Word is sin. That prayer itself becomes an abomina
tion to God. In contrast see 1 John 3 : 22. There is a develop
ment here beyond Proverbs. Not only do we do those things
which are right, but we do those things which are pleasing in
His sight. As we progress in the Christian life we not only
obey God's express command, but we seek to get to know the
Lord Jesus, to give Him devout consideration, so that we
come to know those things that are pleasing in His sight.
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Compare the incident in 2 Samuel 23 : 14-17. It is not so much
asking if it is right or wrong to do this as a Christian, but
rather if this is the sort of thing that would please Him.

(c) An improper motive. Remember James 4: 3? The govern
ing thought in our prayers at all times should be the glory of
God. If we are praying for the conversion of a loved one, the
reason really is that God should be glorified in the salvation
of that soul, not merely that that loved one of ours should
be saved from going to perdition. That is included. If we are
praying for revival, it should not be with a concept in our
mind of overflowing congregations, big collections, glorious
singing, much advertising, the adulation of the other pastors
who congratulate you on the blessing upon your ministry. If
that kind of motive prompts praying for revival, it will never
come. Our one concern should be the honour and glory of our
Lord Jesus 01fist, in a revived and vitalised community of
believers. So we must make His Will our supreme considera
tion.

(d) Indefiniteness in prayer. So often we are vague and we
ramble in our praying. As I understand the teaching of the
Lord Jesus Christ in the Gospels. He wants us to be specific
in our praying. He talked about a son who asked his father
bread. fish. an egg. Now these are definite things. And then
the Lord Jesus applies it to us. Comoare Abraham's request in
Genesis 17: 18. That was a very definite request. And God
heard him! The time has come when we ought to be definite
in our praying. We ought to be praving for particular people
and families, and for particular individuals to be saved. We
ought to come with this definite request to the Throne of
Heavenly grace and wait and expect an answer. Om Lord says.
Ask and it shall be given you, Seek and ye shall find, Knock
and it shall be opened unto you.

(e) An unforgiving spirit. This is mentioned in several places
by the Lord Jesus. See Mark 11 : 25. Tn this passage the Lord
Jesus is dealing with a twofold relationship. (i) To God, see
verse 22. Our relationship to God is one of faith in His
promises. (il) To man. in verse 25. Our relationship to our
brother is one of love and it is in the soil of love that the roots
~f faith grow. Evidently our Lord considered it very import
ant, because He mentioned it twice over in the Sermon on the
Mount. See Matthew 5 : 23. 24; 6: 12, 14. There are two kinds
of forgiveness mentioned in the New Testament. (I) Judicial
forgiveness. When we are converted, we are pardoned for
Christ's sake.
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(b) Paternal forgiveness. The forgiveness of the Heavenly
Father, the kind of forgiveness referred to here. You are not
expelled from the family of God because you cherish an
unforgiving spirit, but you do not have the fellowship or
favour of the Heavenly Father as long as you cherish that
unforgiving spirit. Therefore there is no good in coming with
your gift to the Throne of grace, however pious that prayer
may be, if there is a wrong relationship between you and
another brother.

If. PRACTICAL HELPS IN PREVAILING PRAYER.

l. Sincerity. See Psalm 145 : 18. God desires truth in the
inward parts and therefore He is nigh unto all who call upon
Him in truth. That is why our Lord contrasts the prayer of the
hypocrite with the genuine prayer in Matthew 6 : 6. If we pray
in secret we shall be genuine and sincere because no one else
can see us. A man who has not a genuine prayer life will never
pray in private.

2. Fervency. We are told in the New Testament to be fervent
in spirit. We read of Elijah in James 5: 16, 'The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much'. And the
meaning of the root word is 'to boil'. Just as the incense in the
censer was ignited, so fervent prayers will get the answers from
God. Cold prayers rather invite their own answer. God is a
God of love and grace and compassion.

3. Humility. The Pharisee did not get his prayer to Heaven
because he was proud and therefore his prayer was egocentric
and it never got any further than his own thinking. But
humility brings its own reward. Psalm 51 : 17. The incense
that went into the censer was ground down and beaten small
before it was used to be offered up to God. And a soul that is
bowed down under a sense of its own unworthiness and comes
with no other plea than an exceeding need of God's exceeding
grace and goodness is not denied.

4. Pers;\·tence. Continuing, not giving up. George Muller for
sixty years prayed for two men to be converted, and just before
he died one was converted, and the other was converted at his
funeral. The Syro-Phenician woman ran after Jesus, and the
Lord tested her faith and persistence. He ignored her apparent
ly, and so she went to the disciples and tried to get to Jesus
through them, until they spoke to Jesus about her. And now
she comes and falls down and worships Him. Notice what He
said. She accepted his verdict upon her, but she pleaded with
Him. 'Great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt.' He
tested her faith and persistence and then broke through with
amazing response. This is the kind of praying that finally gains
the ear of God.

..
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Thy Kingdom Come
H. P. WOTTON

I. Our Father's kingdom is not of this world.
Jesus said, 'If my kingdom were of this world, then would

my servants fight.' (John 18 : 36.)
The kingdoms of this world are so far removed from our

Father's kingdom that, though He rules over them, they are
in spirit opposed to Him; and so it is written in I John 2 : 15,
'if any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him'. In Matthew 6: 24 we read, 'No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye
cannot serve God and mammon.' Mammon is the world, the
god of the unbeliever, that has no part in the Father's
kingdom.

Jesus said to Nicodemus, 'Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.' (John 3 : 3.) Nicodemus
could not understand this, and so he said to Jesus, 'How can
a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time
into his mother's womb, and be born?' (John 3 : 4.) Poor
Nicodemus! He could think only in terms of physical birth
because he was not yet born of the Spirit. He was not in the
kingdom of God and so he could not see it. No one prays for
that of which he has no understanding. Only the born-again
pray 'Thy kingdom come', for they know what it is.

11. Our Father reigns over the kingdom of the submissive
John Calvin, in his Institutes, says that every man is a

microcosm, a little world. A true knowledge of himself would
doubtless lead him to seek the knowledge of God. His study,
unfortunately, is not often of himself,-but of others and of the
things around him.

That man is a would-be ruler over realms that do not
concern him is seen in that his eyes are in the ends of the
earth, and that his desires follow them. His heart is of
immense capacity, having in it nothing less than the world.
But He who has the right to a man's heart utters the solemn
warning, 'What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?' (Mark 8 : 36.)

The writer of Proverbs was a king, who had something to
say about ruling. He said, better is 'he that ruleth his spirit
than he that taketh a city' (Proverbs 16 : 32). He that takes a
city may be a mighty man of valour but if he has taken it and
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failed to rule his own little world he is a valiant failure. He
who rules his own heart has conquered even if he has been
overcome in the city; for his rule at home is sure evidence
that he has submitted to the rule of the great Father of
spirits, being enabled by His grace to reign as a king within
the spiritual kingdom of Him who is the King of kings and
Lord of lords.
Ill. We cannot pray 'Thy kingdom come' unless the Father

reigns in our lives.
We may, of course, repeat the words, but prayer is the

breath of the soul, the sincere desire of one who love the
Father and His kingdom. He who has not been born into the
kingdom cannot live the spiritual life of him who has; for
the rule by which he is governed is not that of a loving
Father, but of a heart that is opposed to Him. How, then,
can he pray, 'Thy kingdom come?'

We need to understand something of the nature and glory
of the kingdom for which we pray, that we may do so with
more understanding and zeal, and to do so we must have the
kingdom in our hearts. 'The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.' (Romans 14: 17.)

Our Father's kingdom is an eternal kingdom in more than
one respect. It is so in that it will have no end; and it is
eternal also in the sense that it has always existed in the mind
of the eternal God. Let us then open our hearts willingly to
our Father's present reign, for then we have eternal life.

'He reigns! ye saints, exalt your strains;
Your God is King, your Father reigns;
And He is at the Father's side,
The Man of Love, the Crucified.'

-Josiah Conder.
IV. Our Fa~er'skingdom is not yet complete.

Builders have been busy near to where I live. But there were
so many things to be done before they could start building
a block of flats. Water mains, drainage pipes, gas pipes, and
electricity cables all had to be laid. To the uninitiated the
scene was one of almost complete chaos, but the architects
and the builders knew where everything had to go, and they
knew that when the building was completed the scene would
not be one of chaos, but of law and order.

Our Father's kingdom looks chaotic in its unfinished state.
for men see His children divided and at variance with each
other in many things. They do not, however, take into account
the fact that not all are the Father's children who profess to
be.

-
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The Lord knows those who are His. When Jesus saw
Nathanael coming to Him, He said, 'Behold an Israelite
indeed, in whom is no guile!' (John 1 : 47.) He had seen him
praying to his Father in secret, and had seen also his sin
cerity in doing so.

Our Father's kingdom is not an outward thing and people
are not able to judge it by its appearance. His kingdom has
often been in its most flourishing state down here when it
has been suffering, when it has to contend for its faith against
the- powers of evil that would overcome it if they could and
destroy it. But that which has the appearance of evil is
nevertheless for our good and is essential to the work of the
kingdom which will one day be complete and perfect.
V. Many of the Father's children are away from the Father's

kingdom.
This is why we are commanded to pray 'Thy kingdom'. For

when the last child of God is gathered in, the kingdom will
be complete.

The prodigal son went away from his father's house into
the far country, and it was a very far country indeed, for the
friends there were different from those of his father's house.
They were no doubt happy and smiling as long as he had
money to treat them to riotous living, but when his part of
his father's inheritance was gone, they wanted nothing more
to do with him. How like the world this is. The spirit of the
world is utterly unreliable and false. No wonder the apostle
John exhorted believers to 'love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world'. (1 John 2: 15.)

The prodigal son, however, proved who he really was by
coming back to the father's house. Many people in the world
come to see that the world's pleasures are as worthless as the
husks that the swine do eat. But the Father's sons are manifest
when they come back to the Father's hQuse. All others despise
the inheritance and prefer to wallow in the mire of sin and
to feed on husks rather than on the living Bread that God
has provided for His children.

Those children were entirely to blame from the point of
view that they all agreed in their hearts with what their first
parents did, for they all loved the forbidden fruit. They could
not live without it until their heavenly Father taught them
that it contained deadly poison that would most certainly be
their ruin unless they returned to the Father through the med
iation of the Son.
VI. They must be compelled to come into the kingdom.

Jesus said, 'All that the Father giveth Me shall come to
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Me; and him that cometh to Me 1 will in no wise cast out'.
(John 6 : 37.)

This does not mean that the subjects of the Father's
kingdom are conscripts, for they are all sons. Yet not one
of them would have come into the Father's kingdom if he had
been left to himself. But the Father does not leave His
children to their self-will. He sweetly constrains them to come
to the Saviour that He himself has provided, for 'Thy people
shall be willing in the day of Thy power'. (Psalm 110 : 3).

We have a picture of this biblical teaching in the parable
of the great supper. A certain man made a great supper and
instructed his servant to send out invitations. When everything
was prepared, he told his servant to tell the guests that
everything was now ready. However they all began to make
excuses and one said, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I
must needs go and see it'. Another said, 'I have bought five
yoke of oxen, and 1 go to prove them'. Another made the
excuse that he had married a wife.

When these things were reported to the master be was
angry, and said, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of
the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and
the halt, and the blind'. The servant went, and said to his
master, 'It is done as thou hast commanded, and yet there is
room'. Then his master said to him, 'Go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may
be filled'. (Luke 14 : 16-23.)

Those who refused were self-willed; but those who came
in to enjoy the supper came because they knew their need and
because they were compelled by the kindness of him who
invited them. Similarly, those who come into the kingdom are
compelled to do so by the heavenly Father who has shown
them their need and the love of Christ, who so loved them
that He gave himself for them.

VII. We pray in the interests of the Father's kingdom.
The Lord Jesus did everything in the interests of His

Father's kingdom, which of course included His prayer life.
Though He had special times and seasons when He was in
secret communion with His Father yet His whole life was a
kind of prayer for the kingdom of which He was the Father's
representative on earth.

He had a great work to do and it was His great interest
from the cradle to the cross. The earliest recorded indication
of this interest was when Jesus, as a boy of twelve, went up
with Joseph and Mary his mother to Jerusalem to the Feast
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of the Passover. When Joseph and Mary set out to return
home, they did not realise that they were leaving behind the
boy Jesus. They did not miss Him until they had travelled a
whole day's journey from Jerusalem, when they enquired
among their friends and acquaintances to see if He was in the
company.

When they found that He was not there, they returned
again to Jerusalem to seek Him and after three days they
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors,
both hearing them, and asking them questions. When they
saw Him, Joseph and Mary were amazed, and His mother
said, 'Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy
father and I have sought Thee sorrowing'. And Jesus said,
'How is it that ye sought Me? wist ye not that I must be
about my Father's business?' (Luke 2 : 48, 49.)

Joseph and Mary did not seem to understand for the
mysteries of the kingdom were not then clearly revealed to
them. But Jesus knew. He knew that He had come into the
world to pray and live and work wonders, and at last to die
on the cross for those who would inherit the Father's king
dom. Now that He is risen and has ascended into heaven, He
still has the same great interest, for He ever lives to make
intercession for all who come unto God by Him. So when we
pray 'Thy kingdom come .. .' our prayer is as His.

Why was Judas given a place among the disciples at all?
One reason was that Christ might be the better able at the end
of His course to put the challenging question to His enemies,
'Which of you convinceth Me of sin?'-The kingdom of dark
ness had its representative with Him throughout His public
ministry, but had nothing to say.-JoHN MACLEOD.

There is all reason to suppose that God deals with particu
lar believers as He dealt with His Church which He first made
tu hear His voice in the Law, with terrible thunders and
liglitnings, and kept her under a schoolmaster to lead her to
Christ; and then comforted her with the joyful sound of the
Gospel from Mount Zion. And it seems to be the natural
import of the word Gospel, glad tidings, that it is news of a
deliverance and salvation after great tear and distress.
JONATHAN EDWARDS.
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Rev. W. Dodgson Sykes
The Rev. William Dodgson Sykes, whose death at the age

of 86 on February 24th was announced in the May-June issue,
was Editor of The Gospel Magazine from 1951-64, and was a
Trustee until his retirement on account of advancing age in
1968.

Mr. Sykes was the second son of a family of eight children
-five sons and three daughters. Two of his brothers were
clergymen of the Church of England, and two sisters were
doctors of medicine, while another was a dispenser in the
Church Missionary Society hospital at Multan, Punjab, orth
India. Their father, the Rev. William Sykes, was a man of
strength and tenderness. A friend who had known him well
wrote of him 'with the courage of a Crusader he had the heart
of a little child'. Both these characteristics were marked also
in his second son. William Sykes was the first President of the
Sovereign Grace Union (1913-30), and loved the Doctrines of
Grace. So did his son.

Our former Editor entered St. John's College, Cambridge,
where he took a First in Theology, and was the recipient of
high distinctions, as the list of his awards in Crockford's
Clerical Directory shows. We do not know the story of his
personal call by grace, but we recollect his telling that it was
at Cambridge standing on a chair in the open air that he pro
claimed the everlasting Gospel.

In 1912 Mr. Sykes was ordained, and became a Tutor at the
London College of Divinity. The Principal at that time was
Dr. A. W. Greenup (principal 1899-1925). Dr. Greenup was
also McNeile Professor of Biblical Exegesis, in which appoint
ment he was at length succeeded by Mr. Sykes. Then in 1932,
after having been Vice-Principal of St. J9hn's, Highbury (as
LCD was familiarly known) for eleven years, a call came to
become Principal of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary and
Theological College, Bristol. (This later became Tyndale Hall,
and is now Trinity College, Bristol.)

DIFFICULT TASK

The task which Mr. Sykes took up at this time was particu
larly difficult and demanding. To associate in those days with
the Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society, which had been
founded only ten years before, had attached to it that going
forth without the camp bearing the reproach of Christ. BCMS
had taken its stand for the Word of God and for the testimony
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of Jesus Christ. When theological liberalism had infected the
old Society, then after great heart-searchings, a little band of
which the Rev. Dr. Daniel H. C. Bartlett became leader, had
formed the new Bible CMS. A perusal of the BCMS doctrinal
basis will show how staunchly Scriptural and Protestant its
position is.

Not only did our late Editor at this time declare so plainly
the convictions which he had held throughout his ministry, but
he came to Bristol to take in hand a very uphill work. The
Bristol College had to a considerable extent fallen apart, and
its Principal. the Rev. Dr. C. S. Carter, and a number of
students had withdrawn to form what subsequently became
Clifton Theological College. The strengthening of spiritual life,
and of discipline, and a general renewal of confidence was
much needed. To this work Mr. Sykes gave himself un
sparingly, helped and encouraged by Mrs. Sykes. even though
they had the cares of a young and increasing family. These
must have been particularly arduous years for Principal Sykes.
It is only in retrospect that the writer, who was a student there
from 1935-39. can imagine a little how heavy a task it must
have been.

The work of the College was greatly blessed. A devoted
team of teachers assisted the Principal. The men who had pre
pared for the Ministry were accepted for ordination in the
home parishes, while others went to every part of the extend
ing BCMS missionary fields. At the present time many men
in parish work, and numbers who<e names are well-known in
evangelical circles owe much under God to the faithful and
consistent life and ministry of Mr. Sykes.

MARY-LE-PORT

In 1933, the year after going to the College. the living of St.
Mary-Ie-Port. Bristol, fell vacant. It had been held since 1917
hv the Rev. A. J. Day, who before that for 22 years had been
Minister of the Circus Church. Landport. Both were 'black
gown' churches, where the Prayer Book services were con
ducted with great simplicity. and the Doctrines of Grace were
nroclaimed. Thus Mr. Svkes became Rector of St. Mary-le
Port. an appointment which he held for the next 33 years.
Dnring the War Mary-Ie-Port was destroyed bv enemy action,
onlv the tower remaining: and in 1957 it was linked with St.
Tohn thp. Baotist. one of Bristol's outstanding architectural
gems. and bllilt on the ok! City wall. Tt is familiarly known as
St. .Tohn-on-the-Wall. It was to this church that the Mary
Portians moved. and there the ministry of Mr. Sykes
r:ontinued.
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GOSPEL MAGAZINE LINKS

Worshippers at Mary-Ie-Port included, as would be ex
pected, readers of The Gospel Magazine. Contributors were
also members of the church, of whom two come to mind. 'R',
who wrote Wellsprings for an unbroken period of some seventy
years, was one. This was Miss Ruth Cowell. She was a sweet
and gracious character, as older readers of The GM will
know from her writings. Miss Cowell's father had a long asso
ciation with the Magazine in the 19th century. Re was for a
very short period its Editor, and is commemorated in
Memorials 01 a Gracious life, edited by his daughter in 1895.
To that volume the then Rector of Mary-le-Port contributed
the Preface. Re was the Rev. James Ormiston, and was Editor
and owner of both The Gospel Magazine and The English
Churchman. Members of his family worshipped at the church
for many years after Mr. Sykes became Rector.

The second contributor who wrote regularly the section for
young people under the name 'Damaris' was the doctor daugh
ter of the Editor whom Mr. Sykes succeeded, the Rev. Thomas
Roughton. It is easy to see how close the links were between
Mr. Sykes and The Gospel Magazine long before he himself
became its Editor. We cannot leave this portion of our re
marks without mentioning also that Dr. David Doudney, who
was Editor for nearly half a century, was also the Vicar of
St. Luke's, Bedminster, which is within easy walking distance
of Mary-Ie-Port.

The parish of Mary-le-Port in Bristol's busy centre was
small in extent and had barely more than forty residents at the
time when Mr. Sykes became Rector. Numbers attended, how
ever, from outside the parish, desirous of sitting under a free
grace ministry, and as there was no chapel service at the
College on a Lord's Day evening, some of the students used to
attend Mary-le-Port. It became a centre-also for special mis
sionary and Protestant gatherings. The BCMS was of course
supported. So was the Irish Church Missions. It had a warm
place in Mr. Sykes' heart. Mrs. Sykes had been on the ICM
staff. In 1951, on retiring as Principal of the College, Mr.
Sykes became Clerical Secretary of Irish Church Missions for
some years. Once again he was called upon to resolve some
difficult situations. and again his gifts of wisdom, gn\ce and
firmness enabled this to be done.

Another society which has had close links with The GM
ever since its commencement in 1807 is the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society. At various times APFS Committee members
have been GM Trustees or Chairmen. The names of General
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Sir William Stirling, KCB, Mr. L. G. Mills, and Mr. E. G.
Eade come to mind. In Bristol this relationship has been wann
and helpful. Mr. and Mrs. Sykes heartily encouraged it, and
following Miss Cowell's death, the Ruth Cowell Home was
opened in 1968. Yet another connection may be recalled-that
with the Trinitarian Bible Society, of which Mr. Sykes was a
Vice-President, while the President is Chairman of The Gospel
Magazine Trustees.

At Mary-le-Port and later at S1. John's there were many
times of blessing. The writer recalls some of these at both
churches. Mr. Sykes was a great lover of hymns. His know
ledge of hymns and their writers was both considerable and
discriminating. Those who recall or can refer to his writings as
Editor will have abundant proof of this. Mary-le-Port was
favoured in the possession and use of a collection which is
probably unique in the Church of England. This was Songs of
Grace and Glory. edited by Dr. Charles B. Snepp, Vicar of
Perry Barr, Birmingham, and published in 1871. It is indeed
a delightful volume and a judicious selection. Snepp wrote in
the Preface 'the great object of this Hymnal is to spread the
glorious gospel of the grace of God. . .. May it be found at
the Great Day that we have not laboured in vain nor spent our
strength for nought; and to the "God of all Grace", our
Triune, Covenant, and Faithful God, shall be all the "Glory".'

The retirement of Principal Sykes after nearly twenty years
at the College at Bristol came at a time of need for both the
Irish Church Missions and The Go pel Magazine. Both of
these he was enabled to meet. So it was that the editorship
passed to him after an interval of a few months following the
death of the Rev. Thomas Hciughton.

There was a warmth of spirit and true grace in Mr. Sykes.
He was generous, considerate and hospitable; wise, firm and
resolute. On a variety of occasions over a good many years.
the writer saw all these characteristics in evidence. They were
without doubt part of the sanctifying operations which are
wrought by the Holy Spirit in the hearts and lives of God's
believing people. Much more might be said by others able to
speak more fully. Much that passed years ago has faded from
the mind of the writer. A good deal, however, is still remem
bered. For instance, when addressing his students as a body,
often in Hall at the end of a meal, a line of action or an atti
tude which he felt they should adopt was put before them, but
in a manner which was never imperious. He would conclude
with the apostolic word: 'I speak as to wise men; judge ye
what I say' (l Corinthians 10: 15). Again, a small piece of
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and probably given to many other young ordinands also, has
never been forgotten. It was just a simple word on conduct and
practice; but, oh, how useful over the years. The English
Church has been richly blessed to have had such a man to
have helped to prepare so many of its ministers. May others
be raised up.

OBJECTIVES

In 1961, five years from the time of its second centenary.
Mr. Sykes began a new feature in the January issue. It wa an
Editorial article, and in it he said 'We state the design of The
Gospel Magazine'. In this article he drew upon the stated
objectives of the magazine which first made its appearance in
1766, and reasserted them. He went on to say, 'Today The
Gospel Magazine, while meeting the spiritual needs of the
present times and endeavouring to deal with the abounding
errors which undermine the truth of the Word of God and
pervert the Gospel of Christ, continues as before to maintain
the essential truths of God's Sovereign Grace which the
Magazine was founded to publish and, when necessary.
defend'. He then outlined the principles for which the GM
stands, and some of the errors which it rejects. 'In the lan
guage,' he said, 'of Dc. W. Cunningham. it ascribes the salva
tion of sinners "wholly to the sovereign grace of God, the
perfect and all-sufficient work of Christ, and the efficacious
and omnipotent operation of the Spirit". These were the
principles upon which The Gospel Magazine was founded, and
by God's grace they are the principles upon which it is
continued today.'

When the time came in January 1964 for Mr. Sykes to edit
his last issue, it was characteristic of him that he made no
reference to the fact. It was the Trustees who made the
announcement-'the present issue is therefore the last one for
which he is responsible'; and they went on to say that Mr.
Sykes' resignation had been accepted 'with great regret'. The
Family Portion, as the Editor's introductory articles were then
called, was based upon the parable of the seed growing secretly
(Mark 4 : 27), and in the course of it he wrote words of
encouragement to go on labouring in the Word and doctrine.
concluding with lines from James Stevens, and James Mont
gomery's 'Sow in the mom thy seed ...' The Family Portion
for the previous issue (December 1963) expounded John I : 14
-the Gospel he so loved to preach upon; and he ended thus:
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'So, when God's grace has revealed His Son in our hearts, we
can truly say:

His person fixes all my love,
His blood removes my fear;

And while He pleads for me above,
His arm preserves me here! '

About the Spring of 1972 Mr. and Mrs. Sykes moved to
Sidmouth, Devonshire; and from the early Spring of last year
until his death in February he went through a long and weary
time of discomfort. When he was in hospital Mrs. Sykes was
able to read and sing to him. Toplady's 'Rock of Ages, cleft
for me ...' was his favourite hymn, and that together with
'0 God of Bethel ... ' and 'Jesus lives ... ' were sung at the
funeral service.

There will always be Pelagians and Augustinians in the
world; the first birth produces the one, the second birth pro
duces the other.-BLAISE PASCAL.

If we, as we come into this world, are truly sinful, and con
sequently miserable, he acts but a friendly part to us, who
endeavours fully to discover to us our disease. Whereas, on
the contrary, he acts an unfriendly part who to his utmost
hides it from us: and so, in effect, does what in him lies to
prevent our seeking a remedy for that which, if not remedied
in time, must bring us finally to shame and everlasting con
tempt and end in perfect and remediless destruction hereafter.
-JONATIJAN EDWARDS.

TRUTII
Controversy and religious strife no doubt are odious things,

but there are times when they are a positive necessity. Unity
and peace are very delightful; but they are bought too dear
if they are bought at the expense of truth. It was a pity that
Arius taught error about Christ's person but it would have
been a greater pity if Athanasius had not opposed him. It was
a pity Tetzel went about preaching up the Pope's indulgences:
it would have been a far greater pity if Luther had not with
stood him. Controversy in fact is one of the conditions under
which truth in every age has to be defended and maintained
and it is nonsense to ignore it.-J. C. RYLE.
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THE COMING SINNER

Christ plainly bids the turning sinner come; and forbids him
to entertain any such thought as that He will cast him out.
'Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly
pardon' (Isaiah 55 : 7). The Lord by bidding the unrighteous
to forsake his thoughts does in special forbid those thoughts
that hinder the coming man in his progress to Jesus Christ-his
unbelieving thoughts.

Therefore He bids him not only forsake his ways, but his
thoughts. 'Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts.' It is not enough to forsake one if thou wilt
come to Jesus Christ; because the other will keep thee from
Him. Suppose a man forsakes his wicked ways ... yet if these
thoughts, that Jesus Christ will not receive him, be enter
tained and nourished in his heart, these thoughts will keep him
from coming to Jesus Christ.

Sinner, coming sinner, art thou for coming to Jesus Christ?
'Yes,' says the sinner. Forsake thy wicked ways, then. 'So I
do,' says the sinner. Why comest thou then so slowly? 'Because
I am hindered.' What hinders? Has God forbidden thee?
'No.' Art thou willing to come faster? 'Yes, yet I cannot.'
Well, be plain with me, and tell me the ground and reason of
thy discouragement. 'Why,' says the sinner, 'though God
forbids me not, and though I am willing to come faster, yet
there naturally ariseth this, and that, and the other thought in
my heart, that hinders my speed to Jesus Christ. Sometimes
I think I am not chosen; sometimes I think I am not called;
sometimes I think I am come too late; and sometimes I think
I know not what it is to come. Also sometimes I think I have
no grace, and then again, I think that I am a very hypocrite.
And these things keep me from coming to Jesus Christ.'

There are thoughts yet remaining in the heart, even of those
who have forsaken their wicked ways; and with those thoughts
they are more plagued than with anything else; because they
hinder their coming to Jesus Christ; for the sin of unbelief,
which is the original of all these thoughts, is that which bea
a coming sinner more easily than doth his ways. But now.
since Jesus Christ commands thee to forsake these though
forsake them, coming sinner; and if thou forsake them no
thou transgresseth the commands of Christ, and abidest thine
own tormentor, and keepest thyself from establishment in
grace. JOHN B AN.

.....
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BIBLICAL THEOLOGY. Geerhardus Vos. Banner of Truth
Trust. 426 pp. £3.50.

Having for years urged ministers and students to buy this
book, and having over that same period turned again and
again to it, it is good to see it appear in an English edition
I reckon it to be a most significant addition to the list of
Banner titles.

Vos agrees that a better title for the particular area of
study would be history of special revelation, but he accepts
that the term 'biblical theology' has become accepted. In
other words he agrees that all theology should be biblical, but
the particular aim of 'biblical theology' is to trace the his
torical unfolding of God's revelation. While systematic
theology aims to present an orderly arrangement of the doc
trines of Scripture, biblical theology presents those same
truths to the historical context in which God revealed them.

If hotels are .classified as five star for top excellence then
this is a five star book. I simply repeat the advice I have so
often given-buy this book and study it. You will find it a
most enriching experience and you will doubtless return to it
again and again. It is not always armchair reading but it is
reading which is eminently valuable. H.M.C.

SPURGEON'S DEVOTIONAL BIBLE. Evangelical Press.
785 pp. £3.95.

This is by way of a running commentary on Scripture. The
brief comments are interspersed with the text to light up the
meaning of the passage. No one could ever accuse Spurgeon
of being theoretical. His typical comments are intended to be
practical-to encourage the Christian to promote holiness and
to exalt Christ.

The aim is to provide a series of readings either for
individual use or for family prayers. Under each date there
are two portions, one for morning and one for evening use. •
If only one is used then a further dating of the readings
means that it can be used over a period of two years.

Perhaps the best summary of the book is Spurgeon's own
comment on Psalm 119 : 105, 'It is a practical guide, not a
book for my study only but for my daily walk.'

H.M.C.



240 The Gospel Magazine

HEART SURGERY. Robert Bolton. 16 pp. THE CHRIS
TIAN ON WATCH. Thomas Gataker. 48 pp. DIVINE
MEDITATIONS. Richard Sibbes. 48 pp. CHRIST'S
PRE-EMINENCE. Tobias Crisp. 28 pp. All priced at
JOp. Zoar Publications.

This is a series of attractively produced booklets aiming
to give short extracts from Puritan authors. The one by Sibbes
could be especially useful for those who are sick, as the short
pithy sayings may be taken individually, at a time when often -:'
concentration is particularly difficult.

Also received (for review later) from Banner of Truth:

THE PSALMS. W. S. Plumer 1211 pp. £5.50. THE LIFE
AND LABOURS OF ASAHEL NETTLETON. B. Tyler
and Andrew Bonar. 454 pp. £2.10.

HE, mM, HIS
It is joy to feel the Lord Jesus living in you, to find your

heart all taken up by Him; to be reminded of His love by His
seeking communion with you at all times. He is our life, our
strength, our salvation: He is our power for service and fruit
bearing, and is our resting-place now and for ever.

-HUDSON TAYLOR.

The Christian custom of saying grace at meals, after the
example of Christ (Matthew 14 :19, 15: 36), and which pre
vailed also generally in the ancient Church (Acts 27 : 35) has
a high moral significancy; it rescues the natural enjoyments
from the stage of mere sensuousness and elevates it into the
sphere of the moral.-WUl.'TKE.

CHRIST IS ALL
Paul has to meet 'the Colossian heresy'. And he meets it all

along, all round, and all through with Jesus Christ, the All
satisfying, All-sufficient Saviour and Lord. It is just Himself;
nothing else, nothing less. It is Christ glorious and personal;
not Christ as a mere formula for certain ideas, but the Divine
human Lord, 'in all things pre-eminent', in nature, in grace,
in the Churcli, in the soul; for pardon through His cross, for
life through His life, for glory through His coming. To have
Him and make use of Him in peace and power and purity. To
use Him only partially is perpetual unrest and disappointment.
He must be 'all things in all things'; then there shall be a great
calm within and a great strength and great holiness with it.
Even so Lord Jesus, Be nothing short of "all things in all
things' to us in our Colosse now, wherever it is.

-H. C. G. MOULE.




