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I
t

The Bible is a mine of consolation and strength to those who carry
heavy burdens, of whatever kind. Burdens are a common experience;
they are not far to seek and no-one is exempt for very long.

We are urged "bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfil the law
of Christ" (Gal. 6:2). This word advises an outward look, to consider
the troubles of others. It is wise sometimes to forget one's own
troubles and to give thought to others. We have, perhaps, little con
ception of the hidden burdens that others, maybe our own friends, are
carrying. Sometimes a smiling face hides a breaking heart. Life for
many today is a continuous struggle. Here, then, is a ministry in which
all may engage; here is also unlimited scope. We should not allow
others to stagger on alone or to sink under their load, when it is in our
power to ease the burden. We need loving hearts and helping hands.

What about our own burdens? David supplies the answer-"Cast
thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee" (Psalm 55:22).
Here is a remarkable blending of majesty and condescension. He
Whose absolute authority stretches over all mankind stoops to be the
burden-bearer of His people.

Here is a loving instruction-"cast thy burden". We are not to hold
on to our burden, but bring it and leave it with the Lord. We are not to
be content simply to tell Him of our cares-we should trust Him with
them.

Here is also a gracious encouragement-"He shall sustain thee". It
is the upward, trustful,prayerfullook which brings the needed grace.
God gives daily strength for daily needs.

There is good advice in the old hymn:

"Are we weak and heavy laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our Refuge
Take it to the Lord in prayer. "
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A Day of Messianic
Fulfilment

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come"-Acts 2:/
DAVID L. WRIGHT

Luke says that Pentecost, which was the Jewish Feast of Weeks or
Harvest (Levicticus 23) occuring sixty days after the Feast of the
Passover (Exodus 12), was a day of Messianic fulfilment. "And when
the day of Pentecost was fully come" As "when the fulness of the
time was come God sent forth His Son", so "when the day of
Pentecost was fully come" God sent forth His Spirit. What a great
day it must have been.

On that day the Father's pleasure in, and acceptance of, His Son's
atoning sacrifice, as proved by His resurrection and exaltation, was
further demonstrated by the promised bestowal of the H \ Spirit.
The Holy Spirit had been active throughout the Old Testament in
creation and revelation, regeneration and endowment for service. But
now the Holy Spirit came in a new and fuller way to glorify the
Church, to fill all believers and to spread abroad the Gospel. Thus
Pentecost was indeed a day of fulfilment, the blessings of which ex
tend to this Pentecostal age with the Spirit's harvest for Christ in and
through us.

Baptism

The day of Pentecost, for instance, fulfilled the promise of the
Church being baptised with the Holy Spirit.

That baptism was not with water but was the Spirit's work of grace
and glory. It was foretold by John the Baptist of Christ Who reminded
His disciples on Olivet " ...For John truly baptised with water; but ye
shall be baptised with the Holy Ghost not many days hence". That
was what John the apostle meant when he wrote that the Holy Spirit
could not be given until Christ was glorified. For the Spirit of God was
as active in bestowing a baptism of glory on the enthroned Jesus as in
His "birth, ministry, death and resurrection. So when the Head was
glorified His Body, the Church, shared in His baptism, which we do
too when incorporated into the Church by repentance of sin and faith
in Christ Jesus.

Some Christians confuse the Spirit's baptism with the Spirit's
fulness. Let us be clear on this. Pentecost fulfilled the promise of the
once-for-all baptism of the Church. That baptism will not be repeated
for the Church any more than for Christ the glorified Had. After
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Pentecost members of His Body were commanded to be filled with the
Spirit (Ephesians 5: 18). But they were not commanded to tarry again
in Jerusalem and pray for the Spirit's baptism. They had entered
already into the Church's baptism by the Spirit when they became
members through faith in Christ their Saviour. "For by one Spirit are
we all baptised into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free ... "

To pray, then, for another Pentecost, for a fresh baptism, is un
necessary and unscriptural. There is no exhortation in any of the
Epistles to seek for a new Pentecost. Instead the Church should use
what she has been given. For the Spirit's baptism has never left the
Church. The grace and glory of Christ is still with His Church and in
her message. Consequently the Church of our glorified sovereign Lord
will not merely endure but will triumph ultimately over all opposition.
Not even the gates of hell can prevail against His Church's onward
march. Mark the sequence. The Spirit bestowing on the enthroned
Jesus a fresh baptism of grace and glory. And His Church, sharing in
His baptism, and turning the world upside down or right way up.
What a coronation was His! What a commission is ours!

Fulness
Moreover, the day of Pentecost fulfilled the promise of the Church

being filled with the Holy Spirit.
"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost." Joel's prediction of

the Spirit being poured out upon all flesh had come to pass.
"Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having receiv
ed of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit," declared Peter to the
multitude in Jerusalem, "He (Jesus) hath shed forth this, which we
now see and hear. .. ". The Spirit of holiness had filled mature and im
mature with a rush like a mighty wind, swinging them round God's
way, granting them visions and dreams of the kingdom's growth,
making them Christ's glad spokesmen. No wonder the devout Jews in
Jerusalem "were troubled in mind" by the Spirit's advent as Herod
"was troubled and all Jerusalem with him" by Christ's advent. How
degrading is the old wine that mocks this new wine of the Spirit's ex
uberance for Christ, Who in the days of His flesh was labelled a
winebibber!

Within Christian circles there is much misunderstanding about the
fulness of the Spirit. The Ephesian command, "Be filled (keep on be
ing filled) with the Spirit" does not denote a second blessing, another
visitation after conversion. The Holy Spirit does not come again to
believers, since He has not left them. On the contrary, no man believes
on the Lord Jesus Christ without the Spirit indwelling the regenerated

-7
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nature He has imparted. Henceforth as a child of God the Christian's
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. Given prayerfulness and
yieldedness, repeated infillings by the Spirit will renew all our faculties
with holy aspirations of irrepressible joy. And such an attractive
sanctity overflows in blessing to others. It woos and captivates for
Christ by communicating something of the "joy unspeakable and full
of glory".

In this regard the gift of tongues at Pentecost was an attestation of
the Spirit's coming. It was a unique sign of the Spirit's fulness of joy
which gave better understanding to the hearers-' 'we do hear them
speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God". That miracle of
linguistics was not repeated any more than the other signs of "a sound
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind", and "cloven tongues like
as of fire". Against the later gift of ecstatic speech which required an
interpreter and bordered on hysteria and spread confusion in the
squabbling Corinthian church, Paul had to insist on comprehensible
preaching and advocated the Spirit's supreme gift of love. "In
understanding" he said, "be men." Similarly John warned against be
ing controlled by demonic spirits posing as angels of light. Divisive
fringe groups are always dangerous. They do not edify the Body and
cater only for those who are not enthralled with what they have
already in Christ.

What appealed to the Jews out of every nation at Jerusalem was the
Spirit's authoritative gift of glad, winsome preaching that drew them
to Christ. On investigation of the sound from heaven they were dumb
founded by two miracles. Not only did each hear "in his own
language" of God's wondrous acts, but when Peter in the vernacular
tongue traced these events through their Scriptures in the Old Testa
ment each could follow him. The sermon was not above their
understanding. They discovered that his exposition was getting
through to them, that their hunger of soul was being satisfied by a
greater feast of good things, that the Spirit as His own interpreter was
communicating Christ in a way which each in his own sphere found
hard to resist. And of those who believed, about three thousand souls
were received into the Church. Some harvest from one sermon!

And that blessed harvest continues over all the world, gathering in
souls to the Church. For the Holy Spirit still infills members and ig
nites their stumbling words to take men alive for Christ. Even today
everyone may hear "in his own language", in a way that demands a
verdict for or against. Some may doubt or question or mock. But
there is no mistaking the Spirit's conviction. You know when human
love lays siege to your heart; and you know that resistance is misery.
So when the love of Christ gets through to you, the love of sinning
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must go. Can anything compare with the joy in heaven over one sinner
that repents? Oh for clean-cut conversions within the Church to the
glory of God!

Power

Further, the day of Pentecost fulfilled the promise of the Church
receiving power of the Holy Spirit.

No church, however well equipped in fabric and finance, (and the
early Church was absurdly ill-equipped by modern standards) can
bear effective witness for Christ in the world unless "strengthened
with might according to His glorious power". That promise of power
from on high, which came upon Mary the mother of Jesus and by
which Jesus Himself was anointed to preach good tidings, was realised
in the Church at Pentecost. "But you shall receive the power of the
Holy Ghost coming upon you," said Jesus prior to His ascension,
"and you shall be witnesses unto Me...unto the uttermost part of the
earth." And the Spirit's power of witness to Christ is available for all
God's people everywhere.

(1) The Spirit empowers mentally. Just as our Lord's ministry was
in the power of the Spirit, so His servants cannot do His work without
the Spirit's unction. Who could have imagined that a rough diamond
like the "Big Fisherman" would be called to fish for men, that under
the Spirit's illumination his grasp of the gospel in the Old Testament
would be a net to catch thousands for Christ? "By what power or by
what name have you done this?" demanded the Sanhedrin council.
The world is ever perplexed when ordinary folk who are empowered
mentally expound the Book convincingly. Yet that is what Jesus pro
mised in the upper room. "But the Comforter, Who is the Holy
Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all
things and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you." Many Church members, whom the world looks down
upon, can echo Stephen's testimony. "They were not able to resist the
wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke."

(2) The Spirit empowers morally. Enlightenment of the Spirit in
fluences the Christian's affections and delivers him from falling for
the false standards and deceptive teachings of the world. "All the
saints salute you," writes Paul to the Philippian Church, "chiefly
those who are of Caesar's household." Caesar's court was notoriously
ill-famed, the last place on earth where one would expect the joy of
holy living. But Christians in that permissive society of cruelty, avarice
and vice were kept by the power of God. Never forget that the Church
has witnessed for Christ unto martyrdom in palace and hovel and
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arena. And the CiJ'P6rtunities and opposition are no less lOr the
modern Church in a world of space travel and squalid slum, multi
storey flats and bingo hall, research projects and immoral pursuits,
drop-ins and drop-outs, Jesus people and the devil's people. But
remember that the same Spirit empowers morally to stand and with
stand in this evil day. "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John they took knowledge of them that they had been with
Jesus and they could say nothing against it."

(3) The Spirit empowers spiritually. The dynamic of the Spirit
transforms the Christian' 'to show forth the praises of Him Who hath
called (him) out of darkness into His marvellous light". We live in a
power-conscious age-the power of wealth and power-politics, the
power of publicity and natural resources of gas and oil-that is cursed
with a certain futility. However far-reaching the plans, however confi
dent their exponents, somehow the desired transformation in com
munity life never quite materialises. Human effort, though sincere,
cannot infuse the greatest power of all which is to live heroically and
victoriously as God intended. Yet the supernatural power of the Com
forter, Strengthener, Enabler-the same power that raised Jesus from
the dead, baptised Him and His Church and filled all members with
holy joy-will equip mentally, morally spiritwllly any congregation
that makes Jesus supreme in life and service, that dies daily to sin that
He might reign to the uttermost. "For our gospel came not unto you
in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost and in much
assurance."

Truly Pentecost was a day of Messianic fulfilment. "And when the
day of Pentecost was fully come." On that day the Spirit's baptism
united the Church with the glorified Christ, the Spirit's fulness renew
ed the Church to proclaim Christ and the Spirit's power equipped the
Church to witness of Christ in the world. And what of the Spirit's
ministry in this Pentecostal age? How does the Spirit of God harvest
these blessings for Christ in and through us? In the same way as at
Pentecost when the Church was baptised after Christ's glorification.
To know more of the Spirit's fulness and power, we must enthrone
Christ in our hearts and glorify Him in everything. And that is a
steady process in prayerful study of God's Word with diligent use of
the means of grace. Spiritual maturity, after all, is not produced over
night.

,
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"Prayer is the soul's'sincere
desire"

A commentary on James Montgomery's hymn
H. P. WOTTON

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed;
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast.

There are definitions of prayer other than this, but when we ex
amine them we may find them closely related to each other.

For instance, Professor O. Hallesby says that 'true prayer is a fruit
of helplessness and faith'. We may see what relation these qualities
have to 'the soul's sincere desire' when we bear in mind that faith gives
spiritual insight into the preciousness of Jesus, from which we see how
helpless we are without Him. From this arises a strong desire to receive
His enabling power into our lives.

On the day of Pentecost the disciples were waiting on God for the
promise that they should be endued with power from on high. We do
not read that they uttered a word until the promise was fulfilled; but
this does not mean that they did not do so. Information regarding this
may have been withheld to remind us that prayer does not depend on
words. It is 'the motion of a hidden fire that trembles in the breast'.

Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear;
The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but God is near.

When Philip received his call to follow Jesus he came to Nathanael,
and said to him, 'We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and
the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph': And
when Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, He said of him, 'Behold an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile' (John 1:45, 47).

The reason why Jesus said this was that, unknown to Nathanael, He
had seen him under a fig tree, pouring out his heart to God in secret.

The hymn writer is not saying that every sigh is prayer, nor is every
tear that falls; but when the sigh and the tear indicate genuine sorrow
for sin or concern for the salvation of others, they are an expression of
prayer; and if we are not able to translate our prayers into sentences,
we may take comfort from the fact that he who prays most earnestly
may be too full for words.
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Prayi!r is the simplest form of speech
That infant lips can try;
Prayer the sublimest strains that reach
The Majesty on high.

The infant lips may be those of the new-born child of God whose
desire is to continue to live the new life God has given him; and so he
cries to God for the sincere milk of the word that he might grow in
grace and in the knowledge of his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The disciples had been talking among themselves as to who should
be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, when'Jesus called a little
child unto Him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I
say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven' (Matthew 18: 2, 3).

There is a world of difference between childishness and child
likeness. Jesus is teaching us to be childlike in our trust in our heaven
ly Father, bringing to Him our daily needs.

Prayer is also 'the sublimest strains that reach the Majesty on high '.
The sublimest strains suggest music-the music of the soul; and God
hears this'in the cry of the babe in Christ and in the exultant note of
the most triumphant saint on earth.

Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice,
Returning from his ways;
While angels in their songs rejoice,
And cry, 'Behold, he prays!'

Writers of good hymns usually have in mind Biblical teaching, and
often they remind us of a Biblical character. In this verse it is of Saul
of Tarsus, who had no doubt often stood up in the temple and said his
piece, but he had not really prayed until he met the living Christ on the
Damascus road. His words were then few and to the point. He said,
'Who art Thou, Lord?' and 'What wilt Thou have me to do?'. He was
then instructed to go to Damascus.

When Saul was in Damascus the Lord appeared to a disciple there
named Ananias, and said to him, 'Arise, and go into the street which
is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called
Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth' (Acts 9: I I). The voice of
Saul was no longer that of the Pharisee, but of the contrite sinner,
returning from his ways; and how wonderfully he did return, from the
power of Satan to the service of the living God! From then on (he
words he uttered and wrote were filled with reality and with the power
of the Holy Spirit.

I
,

,
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Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air,
His watchword at the gates of death;
He enters heaven with prayer.

James Montgomery does not mean that the Christian is always
praying in the way we usually take to be prayer. He is not always utter
ing audible or inaudible petitions. But this does not mean that he is
disobedient to the apostolic injunction to 'pray without ceasing', for
there is within him a power that enables him to have God-ward desires
in any place.

His access to God is not controlled by his entrance to a prayer
meeting, neither does he leave his Lord's presence when he goes out
from the meeting into the world again, for if 'prayer is the Christian's
vital breath, the Christian's native air', he breathes the good air of the
kingdom of God where ever he is and whatever he does; and he
follows his Lord, even to the gates of death, Who himself prayed,
'Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit' (Luke 23: 46).

o Thou by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way,
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod:
Lord, teach us how to pray.

If we wish to become artists we go to professional artists for our
training. The same principle applies in every art and science. If prayer
is a divine art-as it is-how important it must be then to learn this art
from a divine teacher. And God has provided Him for us in the person
of His Son, the Lord Jesus.

There are imperfections in the knowledge and practice of all
teachers of human arts; but there are none in the knowledge and prac
tice of this divine Teacher. Being Himself the Way to the Father, He
knows the perfect approach into His presence, and His prayer ap
proach was absolute perfection.

When we pray, 'Lord, teach us how to pray', we should remember
that He has provided for our use-on the principles of which we
should base all our praying-the perfect model prayer. But He has not
left it at that, for He has also provided for His people the gift of the
Holy Spirit to dwell in their hearts, and give life to their words.
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The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V. McCANDLISH

The all-sufficiency of Christ (ch l:vv. 3-11)

I. See what Christ had done for these Colossian believers. (vv. 3-5) ~

"We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus,
and of the love that ye have to all the saints, for the hope which is laid
up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth
of the gospel."

Notice here the triad of Christian graces: faith, love, and hope. I
believe it is true to say that no person is a true Christian without any
one of these graces. Let us look at them. (a) Faith in Christ Jesus. The
apostle is very clear when he says, "By grace are ye saved through
faith" (Eph. 2:8), and again "The gospel of Christ. .. is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth" (Rom. 1:16). (b) "the
love which ye have to all the saints", that is, to all believers. When we
were born again of the Holy Spirit, we received the new nature of the
child of God, and the gift of eternal life. The characteristic of this new
life is love. Love to God, and to His people. Faith without love is dead
orthodoxy. Did not God promise, "I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts"? That law is, "thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself". Jesus said
"by this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love
one to another" (In. 13:35). (c) "For the hope which is laid up for you ,
in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the
gospel." What is this hope which is laid up for us in heaven? Surely it
is the hope of a perfect, unbroken fellowship with God, and the Lord
Jesus. Fellowship with God is eternal life (In. 17:3), and it is the
greatest experience possible to men. It is a fellowship that is not possi- •
ble to any who are not born again. The way into this fellowship was r
through faith in the Lord Jesus, and it was only through this
fellowship that love was produced in them.

2. Consider the nature of the gospel of Christ. (vv. 5-8)
"The word of the truth of the gospel." The gospel is the good news

of God (Rom. I: 1). It tells of God's love for the world (In. 3: 16). It is
the good news of Christ (Rom. 1:16). It tells us how He became man
for us, and for our salvation. It is the good news of the grace of God.
It tells of His love to undeserving sinners. We read here of the word
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of the truth of the gospel. The gospel message is true; it is not some
theory propounded by man. "It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" (l
Tim. I: 15). We can believe it and accept it without any reservation,
for it is the Word of God Who cannot lie. "It is come unto you, as it is
in all the world." It is God's good news for all classes of men, not just
for white people or black, not just for the rich or for the poor, not just
for the religious nor for the infidel. None is too wicked, none is
beyond the power of Christ to save. He is all-sufficient, and there is no
other Saviour. "It bringeth forth fruit." Wherever the gospel is pro
claimed in the power of the Holy Spirit, men and women are born
again, sinners are changed into saints, love becomes the rule of their
lives. "As ye also learned of Epaphras." The gospel is carried by
human agents. Our Lord commanded His servants, "Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature." Here we have our
marching orders, no Christian is exempt; but what an honour to be
put in trust with this glorious gospel.

3. Look at Paul's three-fold prayer. (vv. 9-11)
"For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to

pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge
of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding." What a con
trast is this to much of our praying. Paul asked that they might be
ready to listen to God; we often try to get God to listen to us. He
desired that they might know God's will in order to do it; we often try
to get God to do what we want, we want our own way. The mark of
the new nature in the believer is this desire to know what is the will of
God, in order to do it, so Paul prays that they might be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all the things of daily life. God's plan for the
day, where we should go, the work we do, the words we speak, the
books we read, the way we are to spend our money. It is all very prac
tical; but there is the spiritual side too. He prays that they might have
a clear understanding of the Word of God, and the determination to
be doers of it, and not hearers only. "That ye might walk worthy of
the Lord, unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and in
creasing in the knowledge of God" (v. 10). Paul asked that they might
be filled with the knowledge of God's will, in order that they might
please the Lord in all that they should do and say. That their
behaviour would bring glory to the One whose Name they bore. That
they might be fruitful in every good work. It is possible to be very ac
tive in all kinds of work, and yet utterly barren of the fruit of love,
which our Lord so longs to see. Here Paul prays that they may be
delivered from the barrenness of a busy life. "Strengthened with all
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might, according to His glorious power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfuness" (v.ll). See how this petition is linked to
the former one. If they are to walk worthy of the Lord, they will need
divine strength; if they are to please God in all they do, they must have
divine power. There is, however, a further reason. "All that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. 3:12), so Paul
prays that they might be strengthened with all might, that they may
have all patience. The word here is fortitude; that is not simply sitting
down and bearing what comes with patience; but triumphing and even
rejoicing over trials so that Christ is glorified. He continues, "and
longsuffering with joyfulness". Here he is thinking of their attitude to
those who persecute or trouble them, not becoming irritable with
those whose foolishness may well be abrasive; but showing infinite pa
tience, and never becoming bitter towards those who afflict or tor
ment them, or spoil their goods. This is a prayer for divine strength
that all the ugliness, and hatefulness, or just pettiness in others might
be met with an outpouring of love, and more love that should be like
the fragrance of a precious perfume when the vase is broken.

Surely this is a prayer that we would do well to offer for ourselves.
Who is sufficient for these things? The Lord Jesus is all-sufficient.

Lukewarmness
MALCOLM H. WATTS

Edward Payson was a great man. Richly graced and highly gifted,
he preached the Word of God, in the latter part of his ministry, with
extraordinary success. It was not so to begin with. When he became
Pastor of the Congregational church in Portland, U.S.A., he had
great hopes for the work, observing many encouraging signs. "Chris
tians are stirred up", he wrote, "and there is every reason to hope that
God is on the point of appearing for us." It was not to be; and those
early hopes met with disappointment.

Within a matter of months he was in despondency over the situa
tion. "In a very melancholy mood", as he admitted himself to be in,
he wrote to his sister about "the love of many...waxing cold". To him
it was heart-breaking. He asked her, almost in desperation, "What
can I do?" He did not know what more he could do. His concern grew
greater as the spiritual state of the people appeared to deteriorate, and
the letters written by him during this period reveal something of that

I
t
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depressing spiritual scene in which he ministered. "We are in a most
stupid state", Payson wrote in one letter, "and I always come home
quite discouraged."

Months passed, then years, but still there was no sign of improve
ment among the people. He prayed, and earnestly, at times feeling
confident that God was about to take the work into His own hands to
revive it, but he came to a realization which almost crushed his already
broken spirit. "I fear" he said, "that religion is on the decline among
us."

What was the matter? His church was "lukewarm", and in exactly
the same condition as was the church at Laodicea to which the risen
Lord sent a message, saying: "I know thy works that thou art neither
cold nor hot: I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth" (Revelation 3:15,16). In recording this church-fault in the im
perishable pages of the Scripture, the Lord would seem to be holding
out a warning-beacon to all churches through all time. There have
been churches, like Payson's, which have had the Laodicean problem.
There are churches with it today. Surely this scripture should lead us
to searchings of heart. Could we be said to be "lukewarm"?

The subject deserves to be looked at a little more closely.
1. As to the nature of lukewarmness, it is clearly a matter of the
"heart"; we mean the centre of the personal life-the seat of feeling
and emotion in the soul. As all thoughts, words, and deeds, whether
good or evil, proceed from there (Lk. 6:45), if there is any defect in
anyone of these, the source of the problem is always the heart. Out of
it, said Solomon, are "the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23), on which verse
the Puritan, Flavel, helpfully commented, saying that the heart was
therefore "the source and fountain of all vital actions and
operations ...as a spring in the watch that sets all the wheels in motion.
The heart is the treasury, the hand and the tongue but the shops; what
is in these comes from thence."

For this reason the emphasis Scripture places on the heart should
not surprise us. Whenever God has dealt with His people, He has
made the heart the object of His investigations (1 Sam. 16:7; 1 Chron.
28:9; Ps. 7:9; Prov. 21:2; Rev. 2.23 etc.); and this has usually been
welcomed by godly persons (Ps. 26:2), they wanting themselves to
know the state of things within, so that, through prayer, the Word,
and all the means of grace, whatever is wrong might be put right (Ps.
139:23,24).

Lukewarmness is a particular state of heart, and therefore an
altogether internal matter. Christians are generally reluctant to accept
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that, and are all too quick to blame the church, the ministry, or the
fellowship for the poorness of their spiritual lives. It is not right, nor
honest, to shift the blame from the heart's door. "He that justifieth
the wicked, and he that condemneth the just: even they both are
abomination to the Lord." (Prov. 17:15). Even if the church at
Laodicea had wanted to, they could not really have blamed external
circumstances, for their privileges had included communications from
the great apostle (Col. 4: 16) and edifying ministry from that fervent
preacher, Epaphras (Col. 4: 12, 13). No, quite obviously something was
wrong in the inner life.

The Lord was grieved at their spiritual indifference and the sad lack
of vital godliness among them: so much so that He pressed upon them
the need for immediate and radical change: "Be zealous therefore,
and repent" (v.19). In that exhortation He tells us exactly what
lukewarmness is: it is a spiritual state in which zeal is absent, or, as Dr.
Gill described it, a state of being "alive but not lively". I wonder how
accurately that describes us? Well, if it does, I would only repeat that
it is a heart-problem we are faced with, and those eminent pastors
from another age who knew most about the human heart add the
impressive weight of their spiritual authority to this judgement.
When, in a sermon on "Jacob's Ladder", Henry Smith said, "Zeal is
the love of God", he implied that smallness of zeal means smallness of
love. "If we had more love, we would have more zeal", said the great
Thomas Manton, and he added, "if the heart was gained to religion,
we would have more heat and power." The last word can be given to
another Puritan worthy, Arthur Hildersham, who, in his famous lec
tures on the fifty-first Psalm, linked together love to God and zeal for
God. "No man can thus (i.e. truly) love God", he said, "but he must
needs have the zeal of God in him." We might observe here that in a
letter sent to another of the churches in Asia Minor our Lord made this
very point, teaching that there was a connection between "first love"
and "first works" (Rev. 2:4,5). How important it is to attend to the
heart! Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?" (In. 21:15-17).

2. There are symptoms of the state, easily recognizable, and God calls
us to subject ourselves to examination. Obviously we cannot look into
our hearts as God does, but we can come to conclusions about the in
ward state of things by looking at the way we live. "Let us search and
try our ways" (Lam. 3:40). Perhaps a list ought to be drawn up of the
more obvious symptoms of lukewarmness, so that we all have
something to go on.

i) The first sign of it is the dying down of real Christian experience
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inside of us, so that, whatever our profession may be, God is "far
from our reins" (Jer. 12:2).

ii) Another indication of it is when we are only superficially impress
ed and affected by spiritual things, so that we resemble "a cake
not turned" (Hos 7:8), the warmth having not got right through
to us.

iii) When a person is lukewarm, he is comfortable, and so comfor
table that he does not care to engage in spiritual activities. In the
words of the book of Proverbs: "a little sleep, a little slumber, a
little folding of the hands to sleep" (Prov. 6: 10).

iv) Tending to make us drowsy, as it does, it will mean tqat even if
spiritual duties are performed nothing will be done properly.
"Cursed be he that doeth the work of the Lord deceitfully (better
rendered 'negligently')" (Jer. 48:10).

v) Because not stone-cold, the condition usually brings a complete
lack of concern with it. Hosea's words could be applied to such:
"Grey hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth it not"
(Hos. 7:9). Although there may be clear signs of decay, the person
concerned seems to disregard the signs, choosing to remain in
blissful ignorance of it (cL Rev. 3: 17). This is perhaps the most
alarming symptom.

3. Naturally there are causes. Much could be written here, but it will
be profitable to confine ourselves to two things which always cause
this trouble. They are:
Too much of some things: I refer to the world, its people and con
cerns. Make no mistake about it, the world with its unbelief is a
spiritual ice-house, and too much contact with it will quickly cool the
spirit. I do not say that the world will ever bring you to its own freez
ing temperature, but I do say that, if it can, it will rob you of much of
your heat. The result will leave you neither hot nor cold, but com
promised. That was wh~t happened to Israel in ancient times. They
were too influenced by the people around them, and God had cause to
warn them repeatedly about doing things "after the manners of the
heathen" (e.g. Ezek. 11: 12).
And not enough ofother things: God has given us all that is necessary
for the maintaining of spiritual heat. The precious Word of God is one
such gift. When ministered to the believer it has a wonderful effect.
Do you remember the Emmaus experience? The disciples, later
describing it, said: "Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked
with us by the way, and while He opened to us the scriptures?" (Lk.
24:32; cL Jer. 20:9). Then there is the Holy Spirit. He is actually called
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"the Spirit of burning" (Is. 4:4) and He still falls upon the people of
God with holy, love-enkindling influence, so that they are "baptized
with the Holy Ghost and with fire" (Mt. 3: 11). At the risk of wearying
some offenders I would say that if we are not, as often as is possible,
under the ministry of the Word and Spirit, it can be no surprise to us if
we experience a cooling-off process.

You see, without such ministry faith grows weaker, and I have no
doubt that unbelief is the root-cause of the Laodicean condition
among God's people at the present time.
4. Those in this state are in real danger. If to be "hot" is to know the
burning of devotion, and to be "cold" is to be altogether unconcerned
about Christ and divine things, what did the Lord mean when He said,
"I would that thou wert cold or hot"? Is coldness, the chill of spiritual
death, a preferable alternative? To Christ it is!

i) If' 'cold" we would be entirely dependent upon His mercy for the
imparting of spiritual life and heat, but once that is done, God
makes us responsible for maintaining the spiritual glow. Sadly it is
something we do not manage at all well.

ii) If "cold" God knows we would be free of mixed motives, but a
"lukewarm" state is a miserable mixture of opposites, and means
that we are really hypocrites professing that devotion we do not
really possess.

iii) If "cold" we would not be one of His at all, but to be
"lukewarm" is to recognise that He is worthy of love-but not
much. This is a terrible insult to Christ.

iv) If "cold", other believers would be on their guard knowing our
real spiritual state, but when "lukewarm" we are often trusted
and received, and then have a detrimental effect upon other
Christians by setting such a poor example.

It is no wonder that Christ would prefer "coldness" to "lukewarm
ness". It is no exaggeration to say that Christ hates the "lukewarm"
state more than any other: witness those awful words "I will spue thee
out of my mouth". For this, churches can be rejected and dissolved,
and Christ makes it quite plain that if the situation continues all warn
ings will cease and all mercies will be withdrawn.
5. I must come to the remedy. There must be a discovery of the real
state of the heart, leading us to feel our need of spiritual blessing
(3: 17, 18). Then the heart must be broken under the Word of God and
under the sense of sin, enabling us to truly repent before the Lord
(v.19). You see, it is the heart that must be dealt with. And there is one
all-important matter concerning the heart which yet has to be con-
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sidered, according to the Lord Jesus. Our "lukewarm" attitude has
really excluded Him and shut Him out of our affections and, before
ever the fires of devotion blaze to His pleasure warming the whole of
the inner life with pure and holy love, Christ must be given the place
which once He enjoyed. "Behold I stand at the door and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me." (Rev. 3:20).

For Younger Readers
JOHN TALLACH
Thomas Hogg (1)

Half-way back between today and the time when Christ lived, a certain
piece of land in the north of Scotland was called Donald's land. It
measured about ten miles by six, it lay beside the sea, and it was given
to a man called Donald by the king because Donald had been so brave
in chasing the king's enemies out of that land.

Centuries after Donald died, that same piece of land beside the sea
became known as the Holy land. Why did Donald's land come to be
called the Holy land? Part of the explanation is, because Thomas
Hogg went there.

Donald's land lay between the towns of Dingwall and Alness. To
the north of Alness is another town called Tain. This is where Thomas
Hogg was born in 1628.

When Thomas had finished school, he went to Aberdeen to study at
the University. He would probably have walked all that long way. It
was good that he was tall, and could take long strides! When he had
finished studying at Aberdeen, he got a job in a big castle north of
Tain: Dunrobin Castle.

Thomas was chaplain at Dunrobin Castle. This means that, when
the time came for the people in the castle to worship God, Thomas
read the Bible to them and spoke to them about God. That might
sound quite an easy job, but the longer Thomas was doing it the more
difficult it got. He began to worry that, although he had read a lot
about God, he did not know God himself. So how could he carry on
speaking about Him to the Earl and the Countess who owned the cas
tle, and to the other people who lived and worked there?

Thomas became very sad. One day, he was so sad that he thought of
killing himself. A knife was lying on the table in front of him-could
he not use it to take away his life? But he knew that this would be
wrong; so, instead, he grabbed the knife and threw it out of the win
dow. About then, someone knocked at the door of his room. It was
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the Countess. Maybe she knew that Thomas was very sad. The
Countess already knew God through His Son, Jesus Christ, and she
could say things to Thomas that would help him.

But it was not something that the Countess said which really took
away Thomas' sadness. What helped him more than anything was
that, as he prayed in his room one day, the words of Jesus came into
his mind: "I will never leave thee". Now he knew Jesus as the Saviour
who gave him peace with God.

Donald, who had been given the land between Dingi£lI a~d Alness,
was called the Baron of Fowlis. His son had the same title after him,
and his son after that. This went on for a very long time, the title pass
ing from father to son again and again. In Hogg's time, the Baron of
Fowlis was called Robert. Robert Munro, Baron of Fowlis, was an im
portant man in that area. He was chief of all the people called Munro
who lived in that part, and he was sheriff of the district, too. He lived
in the Castle of Fowlis. Sir Robert Munro was among those who asked
Thomas Hogg to become minister there. Hogg agreed, so he left
Dunrobin Castle and became minister of the church in Kiltearn. It was
built on flat land, down by the sea, just in the middle of what had for
so long been known as Donald's land.

When Thomas Hogg went to Kiltearn in 1654, it seemed to him that
not many people there showed signs of knowing God. Many of them
appeared to trust in Satan more than God. Instead of praying to God
to help them, they trusted in charms which they thought would bring
them good luck.

One day, as Hogg was preaching in Kiltearn church, he spoke very
strongly against the sin of murder. Afterwards, he was sitting in the
church with other men who helped him run its affairs, among whom
was the sheriff, the Baron of Fowlis. Suddenly the door burst open
and an army colonel came in. He began to shout against Hogg, com
plaining that he had accused him of murder. He turned to the sheriff.

"Why did you bring this minister here? He's always shouting at us
from the pulpit; and now he has accused me of murder." Now it was
Thomas Hogg's turn to speak to the sheriff.

"I can honestly say that I had no thought about this man when I
preached against murder. He had no reason to come in and speak to
me like this. I ask you as sheriff to deal with him." The sheriff turned
to the colonel.

"If you don't say that you are sorry to the minister," he said, "I
will have you arrested."

The next Lord's day, Hogg preached from the words in the book of
Jeremiah, "They shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail
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against thee; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee".
When he had finished preaching, he told the congregation what had

happened. He then called on the colonel to stand up and say that he
was sorry for what he had done. The colonel stood up and said that he
was sorry. After that, the colonel came to love the Lord Jesus, "the
Prince of peace", and helped Thomas Hogg as a minister.

Another man the new minister of Kiltearn had to deal with was a
tinker called John. He came to the manse, asking the minister to bap
tise his child. Hogg spoke to this man about God, and about the
meaning of baptism. John knew hardly anything about either. Hogg
explained some things to him, and told him to come back in a week.

John did not feel like coming back. However, after a while, he
returned to the manse and asked the minister, "Are you still so cruel
as to keep back baptism from my child?" Hogg explained that it was
John himself who was cruel to his child, and that when he repented of
his sin and trusted in Christ his child would be baptised. John went
home to his tinker's tent, very angry at the minister.

But as time passed he thought more and more about the minister's
words. He began to see that he was a sinner in God's sight; and that
the first thing he needed was the mercy of God. One day he made his
way back to Kiltearn manse and asked the minister for help.

Mr. Hogg took John in and spoke to him about Jesus. Then the two
of them went on their knees and Hogg began to pray. Imagine his sur
prise when a voice interrupted him: "Mr. Thomas, Oh Mr. Thomas!
you can stop praying and start praising! Now is salvation come to my
soul!"

So Hogg preached in the church and visited the homes of his people
in Kiltearn. And, as the years passed, a change began to come.

On Controversy
ROBERT HALDANE

Many religious persons have a dread of controversy, and wish truth
to be stated without reference to those who hold the opposite errors.
Controversy and a bad spirit are, in their estimation, synonymous
terms, and strenuously to oppose what is wrong is considered as con
trary to Christian meekness. Those who hold this opinion seem to
overlook what every page of the New Testament lays before us. In all
the history of our Lord Jesus Christ, we never find Him out of con·
troversy. From the moment He entered on the discharge of His office
in the synagogue of Nazareth, until He expired on the cross, it was an
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uninterrupted scene of controversy. Nor did He, with all the heavenly
meekness which in Him shone so brightly, treat error and truth
without a reference to those who held them, or study to avoid giving
its proper appellation to those corruptions in doctrine or practice that
endangered the interests of immortal souls. His censures were not con
fined to doctrines, but included the abettors of false principles
themselves.

And as to the apostles, their epistles are generally controversial.
Most of them were directly written for the express purpose of vin
dicating truth and opposing error, and the authors of heresies do not
escape with an abstract condemnation of their false doctrine. Paul
again and again most indignantly denounces the conduct of opposers
of the gospel, and by name points out those against whom he cautions
his brethren. When Hymenaeus and Alexander erred concerning the
faith, and when he delivered them unto Satan, that they might learn
not to blaspheme, he did not compliment them as amiable and learned
persons. Even the apostle, who treats most of love, and who possessed
so much of that spirit which was eminently manifested in the divine
Master, does not avoid controversy; nor in controversy does he study
to avoid severity of censure on the opposers of the truth.

In the examples of opposing error left on record for our imitation,
we perceive nothing of that frigid spirit of indifference which smiles
on the corrupters of the Word of God, and shuns to call heresy by its
proper name. With what holy indignation do the apostles denounce
the subtle machinations of the enemies of the gospel! In vain shall we
look among those faithful servants of the Lord for anything to justify
that trembling reserve which fears to say decidely that truth is truth, or
that error is error. In what style, indeed, should perversions of the
truth of God be censured? Ought they to be treated as mere matters of
opinion on which we may innocently and safely differ? Or ought they
to be met in a tone of solemn, strong and decided disapprobation?
Paul warned Christians against men who arose from among
themselves, 'speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them', and instead of complimenting false teachers in his day, de
nounced them. And if an apostle was withstood to the face when he
was to be blamed, are the writings of those who subvert the gospel to
be passed without rebuke?

While a spirit of lukewarmness and indifference to truth is advanc
ing under the mask of charity and liberality, there is a loud call on all
Christians to 'stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together
for the faith of the gospel', to present a firm and united phalanx of op
position to error under every name, from whatever quarter it may ap
proach, and not to 'stumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to
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walk in paths, in a way' not cast up; to make their land desolate' (Jer.
18:15). 'Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye
shall find rest for your souls.' Should believers become unfaithful to
their trust, and be seduced to abandon their protest against false doc~

trines, they may gain the approbation of the world; but what will this
avail when compared with the favour of God? But if with prayer to
God, in the use of the appointed means, they contend earnestly for the
truth, then they may expect the gracious fulfilment of that blessed
promise, 'When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord shall lift up a standard against him'.

The Loveliness of Christ
"He was transfigured before them" Mark 9:2.

EDWARD CARR

This article first appeared in The Gospel Magazine in 1898. Mr.
Carr was for many years the minister of Providence Chapel, Bath.

Elsewhere in this issue reference is made to the abiding value of
much which was published in our pages in the past. Here is a further
example.

The Lord Jesus took three of His favoured disciples into a moun
tain, and there granted them a special revelation of Himself.

1. THE PERSONS.
The three were led by Jesus, and under His guidance they set forth

to travel they knew not whither, and to experience they knew not
what; but to have His companionship and to follow Him was suffi
cient. His dealings with them were peculiar. He separated them not
only from the world, but also from their fellow-disciples, in a singular
and mysterious manner. The Lord's dealings, leadings and teachings
vary very much in particular cases and circumstances.

On arriving at the appointed place, Jesus, as He was wont to do, left
them in order to go aside for private communion with His Father, and
the disciples fell asleep. Note that the same three who slept on the
Mount of Transfiguration were, later on, found sleeping in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Now, it is certain that a great change passed
over our Lord's human body on four separate occasions whilst He was
upon earth. First, on the Mount of Transfiguration; second, in
Gethsemane's Garden in His agony; third, on the cross in His death;
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and, fourth, in the tomb at His resurrection. No human eyes were per
mitted to behold these changes. In the two former instances the deep
sleep of His companions prevented their witnessing the change; in the
third instance the darkness hid Him from view as He passed from life
to death; and in the fourth case none but the angels beheld His sacred
body resume the life He had laid down.

When on the "holy mount" (2 Peter 1:18) Peter and James and
John awoke, then they beheld His glory. There was indeed a hidden
purpose in their being permitted to sleep; nevertheless the revelation
was not given to their slothfulness.

The sight of the glorified Redeemer with Moses and Elijah was so
entrancing, they wished it might be prolonged, hence Peter began
pleading, "let us make here three tabernacles, one for Thee and one
for Moses and one for Elias". His object was to secure, if possible, the
abiding continuance of the revelation; but "he knew not what he
said". In like manner even true disciples often know not what they
pray for, and their most earnest and apparently spiritual requests are
not granted. The special revelations of Christ are but brief here below.

Soon after this we find they became afraid, as they entered an over
shadowing cloud. Mark the peculiar experience of these three
disciples; they were led by Jesus; they fell asleep; the brightness of the
revelation awoke them; they began pleading; their petition was
denied; they feared as they entered the cloud and very soon they had
to descend to their ordinary daily life. We pass on to notice-

2. THE PLACE.
The place was a mountain chosen by Jesus, where He had determin

ed to grant a special revelation of Himself. The disciples knew
nothing, either of the appointed time or place, of what they were to
behold.

It was the place of Prayer. Here Jesus prayed for His disciples while
they slept. How marvellously Christ's intercession girdles His people
even when they are not thinking of it and are least deserving of it. The
intercession of Jesus secures the salvation of all interested in it and He
ever liveth to pray for all that come unto God by Him.

On this mountain the Presence of the Lord was gloriously displayed
and richly enjoyed in a peculiar and special manner. He led His saints
by the right way and then manifested Himself unto them. The Lord's
abiding presence amid all the changes of surrounding circumstances
and all the variety of inward experiences through which His people
pass is a most blessed truth; and the hourly proof of His faithfulness,
patience and love.

It was a place where the company was good. There was the Master
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Himself, Moses representing the Law, and Elijah representing the
Prophets, together with Peter and James and John. What a holy,
blessed, sacred meeting! No wonder Peter said, "Master, it is good for
us to be here" and would gladly have remained.

It was a place of blessed instruction, received by the disciples both
from what they saw and what they heard there.

We now turn to the great event which took place there, namely-

3. THE TRANSFIGURATION.
The marvellous change known as the Transfiguration occurred

while the Lord Jesus was in prayer-"as He prayed, the fashion of
His countenance was altered" (Luke 9:29). "His face did shine as the
sun, and His raiment was white as the light" (Matt. 17:2). The out
flashing and forth-shining of His Divine nature glorified (so to speak)
even the very garments He wore on His holy and sacred human body.

The very essence of the Transfiguration was the breaking forth and
manifestation of the Godhead through the Manhood of the Mediator.
Peter, James and John saw the glory of the Master by whom they had
been led and taught so long.

Soon Jesus, Moses and Elijah began to converse together; the
disciples, now awake, eagerly listening. The subject of their conversa
tion was peculiar. "They spake of His decease which He should ac
complish at Jerusalem", Like Paul, they knew nothing to surpass in in
terest the theme of "Christ and Him crucified". His humiliation and
death occupied their thoughts and tongues even in that hour of highest
and exalted fellowship and communion between those three blessed
ones. The object doubtless was, to prepare the listening disciples for
what was soon to happen, to strengthen their faith, and to instruct
them concerning the mysterious death of Jesus amid circumstances of
ignominy and shame which they were ere long to witness.

Presently a cloud appeared, which enveloped them all. The
brightest revelations of the glory of Christ speedily, though it may be
gradually, end here below. Matthew tells uS it was a "bright cloud"
which overshadowed them, very different from the black and dark
thunder-clouds of Mount Sinai. Truly the clouds are the dust of His
feet, and these same disciples were subsequently to watch His ascent to
glory from another hill, while "a cloud received Him out of their
sight".

Meanwhile, Moses and Elijah disappeared. They were left alone
with Jesus, and then there came a voice, even the solemn voice of God
speaking to them out of the cloud "this is My beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased; hear ye Him".

The three Apostles had by this time accumulated manifold
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testimony to the real divinity of the Lord Jesus. (i) They had the in
ward witness in their own hearts. (ii) The frequent reference to it in the
previous teachings of the Master. (iii) The direct ocular demonstration
of His glory to their own eyes. (iv) The voice of God Himself pro
claiming the Sonship of Jesus. Such is the evidence (so full and so am
ple) to the Deity of Christ which they had, and we, through them, now
possess.

These things being concluded, the purpose of the Transfiguration
was accomplished; and Moses and Elijah having departed, showing
that Law and Prophecy were both fulfilled in Christ, even as both
testified to Him; the glory vanished, and looking up, "they saw no
man save Jesus only". But how glad they must have been to find that
Jesus was still with them! So it is. The brightest manifestations are
soon over; but the presence of Jesus remains. He is faithful that pro
mised, "Lo, I am with you always". As they came down from the
Mount, the Lord made them say nothing about it for the present.
Hence, "they kept it close and told no man in those days any of those
things which they had seen". The vision remained as a secret between
themselves and their Lord. We hope many of our readers have secrets
between themselves and Jesus; because in this lies much of the
blessedness of divine revelations of Christ to the soul and the
sweetness of true communion. Such things constitute the secret of the
Lord which is with them that fear Him. There came, however, the time
when Peter and James and John must bear public testimony to what
they had seen and heard on the holy mount.

Those in possession of His secret are those alone qualified to testify
to the glory of the loveliness of His Person as God incarnate.

"Must"
R. J. NOYES

The occurrences of the word "must" in the New Testament are very
instructive and demand our close attention. Let us consider a few of
these, first as they relate to the Lord Jesus Christ, and then as used in
relation to ourselves.

1. When Jesus was twelve years of age, He went up with Mary and
Joseph to Jerusalem, to the Feast of the Passover, and when they were
returning to Nazareth they missed Him, and went back again to
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Jerusalem, seeking Him. There "they found Him in the temple, sitting
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them and asking them ques
tions". On His mother's remonstrance, He said "How is it that ye
sought Me? Wist ye not (did you not know) that I must be about My
Father's business?" (Luke 2:49).

Again, after He had entered upon His public ministry, we find Hil1l
saying "I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day"
(John 9:4). These words of His show that the Lord Jesus came into the
world for a definite purpose. He was, as Isaiah predicted, Jehovah's
Servant (Isa. 42:1 etc.) and in Him was fulfilled the declaration "the
pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in His hand".

Again, we find Him saying "Other sheep I have, which are not of
this fold; them also I must bring" (John 10: 16), which shows us that
He was the Responsible One, Who engaged in the everlasting Cove
nant to bring to grace and glory all those given to Him by the Father
(John 17:2).

To do this it was necessary that He should die the death of the cross,
as He said, in John 3: 14, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life".

2. In relation to ourselves the word "must" (which implies necessity)
is very important. The Lord said to Nicodemus, "Ye must be born
again". This teaches us that being born again, or born "from above",
is absolutely necessary for the Christian life; and the context of the
words cited shows that this is the work of the Holy Spirit in His
sovereignty and grace. Wherever there is true faith in Christ, there the
new birth has taken place, and the former is the result of the latter.

Further, the Apostle Peter (Acts 4:12) tells us that there is but one
Saviour of men, and if we would be saved it is in that One alone that
salvation is to be found: "Neither is there salvation in any other; for
there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved".

Once more, for believers there is another very solemn "must". "We
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ". Not, praised be
His Name, for condemnation, for "there is no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1), but that our works and ser
vice may be judged, and we may be either rewarded, or "suffer loss",
as dependent upon their withstanding or otherwise the fire of His
judgement (2 Cor. 5: 9-11 and see 1 Cor. 3: 3-15).

Reader, ponder these "musts", and may the Holy Spirit cause His
Word to sink into your heart.
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Looking Back
H. GORDON H. HILL

"The Friendly Companion" is a little monthly magazine designed
for young people and the home circle, and is published in connection
with The Gospel Standard Strict Baptist denomination. Its pages
always contain matter that is wholesome and instructive. As we look
ed through a recent issue we found helpful articles on pondering and
keeping the Word of God (arising out of a little girl's question about
observing Good Friday); and there was also warning concerning the
errors of Roman Catholicism. This latter formed part of a series of ar
ticles on Romanism. The writer is a minister in Wiltshire, Mr. J. R.
Broome. He refers to Dr. Runcie's attendance at an R.e. Mass, and
the preaching of the Archbishop of Malines in Canterbury Cathedral
earlier this year. He said: "What treachery for the leader of our
Protestant national church to blend with the Pope and his fore
bears who burnt one Archbishop of Canterbury, namely Thomas
Cranmer, solely on his denial of the error of the Mass. But all seems
set for the Bishop of Rome to visit these shores, proclaim his 'universal
magisterium' and our leaders meekly to sit down under it. May we
remember the great Reformation and say in the language of the
Psalmist, 'Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered'."

It was however another article which drew our attention particular
ly. This was an examination of earthquakes in Scripture in connection
with great events. There was an earthquake at the giving of the Law;
at the death of the Lord Jesus Christ; and at his resurrection. There
have been earthquakes associated with manifestations of divine grace
(Acts 16); and the Scripture, which cannot be broken, tells us that
such phenomena will be linked with the coming again of the Lord
Jesus.

This biblical study came from The Gospel Magazine of fifty years
ago, and was written by its Editor, the Rev. Thomas Houghton. The
Editor of "The Friendly Companion" had evidently been "looking at
an old copy, and had found something of profit which he thought
could well be brought to the notice of present-day readers. Surely this
is a case like that of Matthew 13 where those who are instructed unto
the kingdom of heaven bring forth out of their treasure things new
and old.

During the summer we were invited to call at the Grimsby branch of
The Evangelical Library in Freeman Street. On doing so we found the
current issue of The Gospel Magazine among the other periodicals.

f
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Then on a shelf above we noticed several yearly bound copies from the
last century. We took some down, and found them instructive and
helpful. In one there was a portrait and article concerning the Rev. Dr.
E. W. Bullinger. (For a good number of years this practice was follow
ed each month, and the work and ministry of some of God's servants
was thus recorded). Dr. Bullinger was a profound Biblical scholar, and
among his publications, his Bible Companion has lately been re
issued. While Bullinger's particular views on dispensational matters
have not found wide acceptance there is no doubt that he was a devout
and earnest student of the Word of God. He traced his descent from
Henry Bullinger, the Reformer. The Archbishop of Canterbury con
ferred a Lambeth Doctorate in Divinity upon him; and for a while he
served with the Trinitarian Bible Society.

Another annual volume of The Gospel Magazine on the same shelf
related to the year just after Dr. David Doudney's death. Dr.
Doudney, the indefatigable curate of the parish of Bonmahon, Co.
Wexford, and then the builder and first Vicar of St. Luke's Bed
minster, Bristol, for many years, was Editor of The Gospel Magazine
for a period of 53 years. On his death Mr. George Cowell, of Shobnall
Grange, Burton-on-Trent became Editor for a short time, before his
own passing away. His daughter Ruth was then taking up her
pen-there was, and still is, place and opportunity for young writers!
Ruth Cowell, who over the years became so closely associated with
Bristol and the church and parish of Mary-Ie-Port, and whose name
today is remembered in connection with the Ruth Cowell Memorial
Home of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, continued to contribute
the fragrant "Wellsprings" portion of The Gospel Magazine for 70
years.

The volume to which we refer was perhaps the only one to which
George Cowell wrote the yearly Preface for he was soon succeeded by
James Ormiston. It was of greater length than other yearly Prefaces,
but he wrote out of a full heart and a well-stored mind concerning Dr.
Doudney; and the purpose and wish to continue the Magazine as in
the past to help and edify the people of God, the poor of the flock,
and to glorify the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

As we dip into the past writings, both by means of re-printed ar
ticles and by reading former annual volumes, we come to appreciate
and value more those who wrote in earlier days. They have still much
to say to us for (written in accord with the Word of God) their words
are still alive, and bear upon our lives and situations today. Manyout
ward circumstances have changed, yet the conflict between truth and
error is still with us. So also is the personal need ever to be nourished
upon the Word by the Holy Spirit, and to grow in grace.

_______________~J~
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The Th're'e Appe'arings
of Christ

FREDERICK PEACOCK.

Mr. Peacock was the Incumbent of Trinity Church, Buxton, and later
of the Circus Church, Portsmouth. Articles from his pen frequently
appeared in the Gospel Magazine during the editorship of the Rev.
Thomas Houghton.

Three appearings of Christ are alluded to in Hebrews 9: 24-28. He
appeared in the past to put away sin. He appears now in heaven to
plead our cause. He will appear again in the future to complete our
salvation.

J. Let us take a look backward. "He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself." This was the main object of His first coming, all
other objects being subordinate. He came to put away the sins of His
people by making a full and perfect atonement for them. What the
blood of bulls and goats could never effect, Christ has accomplished
with His own blood. The question of the believers' sins was settled at
the Cross and will never be raised again. Christ "answered" for them.
"He bare our sins in His own body on the tree." What a blessed mo
ment it is when we are led by the Holy Spirit to see in Christ our Divine
Substitute and Sin-bearer!

"My soul looks back to see
The burden Thou didst bear,
When hanging on the accursed tree,
And knows its guilt was there."

2. Let us take a look upward. The same precious Saviour, Who with
His blood redeemed us, has entered "into heaven itself now to appear
in the presence of God for us". He has not gone into any intermediate
place. The Scriptures represent Him as being in heaven. "When He
had by Himself purged our sins He sat down on the right hand of the
majesty on high." His sacrificial work being for ever finished on the
Cross, He now carries on His gracious intercessory work as our High
Priest. M'Cheyne once said "If I could hear Christ praying for me in
the next room, I would not fear a million enemies". No child of God
need fear a million enemies, for though we cannot actually hear Christ
praying for us, we know that His intercession perpetually and prevail-

.•
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ingly goes on. "We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous." Let us say, with David, "I will look up".

3. Let us take a look forward. "Unto them that look for Him shall he
appear. ..without sin unto salvation." He appeared the first time with
special reference to sin. When He appears the second time His object
will be different. He will come for the complete salvation of His peo
ple. This will include "the redemption of our body". He will fashion
anew the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the
body of His glory.

When we contemplate what Christ has done for us on the Cross;
what He is doing for us on the throne; and what He is coming back to
do for us by and by, how full of joy and praise our hearts should be!

The Breaker and the Flock
CORNELIS PRONK

I will surely assemble, 0 Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the
remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep ofBozrah, as
the flock in the midst of the fold: they shall make great noise by
reason of the multitude of men.
The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have
passed through the gate, and are gone out of it: and their king shall
pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them.

Micah 2:12,13.

Micah lived in the tinte of Isaiah and Hosea and the Lord had called
him to prophesy to both Judah and Israel. It was a time of great
apostasy. Socially and morally the two kingdoms were at a very low
ebb. Especially in the capitals there was much wickedness. No wonder
then that Micah's message is primarily one of doom. The Assyrians
will come and destroy Samaria and Jerusalem. Yet in.the midst of
threats, the prophet suddenly comes also with a message of hope.
After warning the people that they will be sent into captivity, Micah
speaks these comforting words in the name of Jehovah their God: I
will surely assemble, 0 Jacob, all of thee; I will gather the remnant of
Israel.

What a wonderful promise this is! They will be gathered as sheep in
a sheepfold, from where they will afterwards be brought back to their
own land. This is the promise Micah may deliver to the people in
God's Name.
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But Israel will not believe this promise. Micah is here speaking of
the future. Illumined by the Spirit of prophecy he sees the people sit
ting in exile by Babel's streams. They are in great distress. All their
hope of deliverance has gone. They see nothing but prison walls and
iron gates. How shall they ever get out? It is impossible!

This is also the cry of an awakened sinner who has come to see his
lost condition. The Holy Spirit has shown him his sin and guilt and
now everything looks hopeless. 0, how shall I find a gracious God?
Who shall deliver me from the bondage of sin?

Is that perhaps also your problem? Don't you see a way out any
more? Listen then. Would anything be too wonderful for the Lord?
Has He not promised to deliver all who call upon Him in the day of
trouble? And would He not fulfil His Word? God is ever faithful to
His promises. We see this with Israel. Sitting in Babel's prison they
ask, how are we ever going to get out of here? Micah gives them the
answer: the breaker is come up before them.

Who is that, the breaker? To understand this we should realize that
Micah is comparing Israel in captivity with a flock of sheep inside a
fold. Now every flock had a so-called breaker. That was a male sheep,
singled out by the Shepherd for its intelligence and strength. This
breaker was the recognized leader of the sheep. In the morning, when
the flock would leave the fold for the pasture, it was this breaker who
would first find the opening in the enclosure. Having found it, he
would break out, clearing the path for the other sheep which then
followed him out to the open field.

When Micah says the breaker is come up before them, he is referr
ing to a great leader who will break through the walls of the sheepfold
or prison, and lead the captives to freedom. And this prophecy was
wonderfully fulfilled when in the year 536 king Cyrus of Persia gave
his permission to the exiles to return to their own land. This they did
under the leadership of Zerubbabel, a descendant of David. This
Zerubbabel thus became in a sense the breaker who led the flock out
of the fold and brought them back to the land of their fathers.

But this fulfilment by no means exhausts the meaning of Micah's
prophecy! For beyond Zerubbabel, the prophet sees another breaker,
the Breaker, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now Micah's prophecy becomes a wonderful message of hope for
sinners who have come to see themselves as exiles in the spiritual
Babylon. They are estranged from God because of their terrible fall in
Adam. They must confess it with shame: All we like sheep have gone
astray, we have turned everyone to his own way. But upon such poor
self-condemned wretches, the Lord is pleased to look in mercy and He
says to them: I will surely assemble, 0 Jacob, all of thee, I will surely

i.
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gather the remnantofIsrael.~"'"
But when the Lord finds His lost sheep, His elect, and begins a work

of grace in their hearts, they do not right away leap for joy. They are
not immediately set free, at least not in their own experience. The op
posite is the case. They realize for the first time that they are locked up
like sheep in Satan's fold. And when they look around them, they see
only heavy walls and strong gates. How hopeless it seems now! Never,
never will they get out of this prison! That is our state by nature. We
are all born in exile, in the Babylon of sin. And we cannot deliver
ourselves from this prison. We are chained to the service of Satan and
sin.

Have your eyes been opened for this awful reality yet? By nature we
are blind to it, you know. We do not even feel those chains. Indeed, we
imagine ourselves to be free and we rather enjoy life in our prison.

That is the way it was with Israel too. Many of the exiles got so used
to their new country that when the opportunity came to return to
Israel, they refused to go. Only a few came to true repentance and
acknowledged the justice of God's chastening hand. That was the
remnant according to the election of grace. They felt the bonds; they
knew their guilt, and they realized that only a miracle could set them
free. So it is with God's elect of all ages. They look for a Deliverer, for
a Breaker Who will open the door of their prison.

Well, this Breaker has come! In the fulness of time the Son of God
broke through into our miserable existence. If we have received the
eye of faith, we will recognise in Bethlehem's Babe the mighty
Breaker, Who has come to set His people free.

What obstacles this Breaker had to remove in order to lead us out of
Babylon! His whole life has been a breaking down of barriers. He had
to break through the fire of God's wrath against sin. He had to break
through the curse of the Law and in breaking it, He was broken
Himself under its awful weight. He had to break through the dark
regions of death, yes, through the terrors of hell when in bitter need
He cried, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken me!

Nor was this all. After He had been in the tomb three days, death
could hold Him no longer. God raised Him and He broke asunder the
cords of death. Forty days later He went up to heaven, breaking
through the regions of the air, leading captivity captive.

But even this is not the end. If it was, then in spite of all these
mighty acts of Christ, not one lost sheep would ever have reached the
heavenly fold. Christ's work, however, is still going on from heaven.
Since Pentecost Christ is working through His Spirit in the lives of sin
ners. He breaks hearts which are closed to Him by nature. He breaks
their stubborn wills so that rebels become friends.



The Breaker has come up before them. Has He come to you yet?
Has He broken your hard heart and set you free from the service of sin
and the world? Have you followed Him out of that prison? That is
what the exiles in Babylon did. Micah says: The breaker is come up
before them: they (i.e. the sheep) have broken up, and have passed
through the gate, and are gone out of it: and their king shall pass
before them, and the Lord on the head of them.

The sheep follow the example of their breaker; they also break out
of their fold. What a great spiritual truth is taught here! Christ is the
Breaker, but His sheep break up, or out, after Him.

True, Christ does everything for His own. Without Me ye can do
nothing, He says. But that implies that with Him they can do all
things. Grace finds us passive, but it makes us active, so that we begin
to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. God's people
are in the arena of faith. They have to fight against Satan, the world
and their own corrupt flesh.

Certainly, Christ has conquered these foes, yet He wants us to fight
them too. We are to take up our cross and follow in His footsteps,
looking unto Him Who is the Captain of our salvation. That is the pic
ture presented by our text. We see the flock breaking out of the fold,
their Breaker leading the way. As the Lord Jesus in His death, resur
rection and ascension, has gone up before them, so by His grace they
are enabled to follow Him from grace to glory. They go from strength
to strength, everyone of them will appear before God in Zion.

The road to heaven is a very difficult road. There are many
obstacles and detours along the way. God's people run into all kinds
of them. Many times they fear they will never get to the Canaan
above. But every time they overcome their problems. Why? Because
their Breaker is with them. He keeps clearing the way for them.

Maybe you are facing some of these obstacles right now. You don't
know how you are going to overcome them. Perhaps a bosom sin
keeps you from enjoying the liberty that is in Christ. Worldly thoughts
rob you of the peace that passes all understanding. It seems there is
nothing you can do about it. You are powerless. But remember, there
is One Who is able to remove all these obstacles for you. Go to Him
then and say: Lord Jesus, break Thou my hard heart and make me
willing to go in Thy way; help me to part with sin and to follow Thee
on the narrow road that leads to heaven.

The Lord will answer such prayers in His own way and time. This
has been the experience of the Church of all ages.

I
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Important Call for Action'
H. J. W. LEGERTON, F.C.A.

The Law Commissjon is engaged in a programme of revising and
restating substantive-criminal offences in modern statutory form with
a view to eventual codification. Among the subjects being dealt with is
that of "offences against Religion and Public Worship", on which
subject the Commission has issued an extensive Working Paper, a
summary of which has been made available free of charge to any who
care to apply. This is done in view of the Commission's desire to seek
the views of the public on this question. The Commission intends to
complete a final Report with recommendations and a draft Bill which
will be laid before Parliament. Views may be submitted not later than
30th November, 1981 and it is important that Christian people should
take advantage of this invitation without delay. Letters should be sent
to Mr. C. W. Dyment, Law Commission, Conquest House, 37-38,
John Street, London, WCIN 2BQ.

The following statement which has been submitted by the writer to
the Commission will, it is hoped, be of help in framing representa
tions.

THE LAW CONCERNING BLASPHEMY
The following comments are submitted in relation to Working

Paper No. 79 of the Law Commission, particularly with regard to the
offence of blasphemy.

1) Blasphemy is offensive to Almighty God and brings down His
righteous judgement upon offenders whether nations or individuals.
The gravity of this fact needs to be emphasised and pondered well.

2) Blasphemy is offensive to all God-fearing persons and even to
many who are not members of religious bodies. Such offence is not
merely a matter of distaste; it causes hurt and distress of the deepest
felt nature to the great many to whom God and all that is sacred are
most vital and precious.

3) The effect of blasphemous utterances on radio, television and
other media, such as the Press, upon children is most harmful. For
those of tender years to hear or read such matter can damage their
outlook upon life and deprive them of all respect for the higher
qualities which sanctify and sweeten human existence.

4) Protection of the community from such outrage as is presented
by blasphemy is called for and this can be done by law to a large
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degree. Hence it is maintained that legislation on the matter is a
necessity.

5) Legislation of this character, it is agreed, needs clarification and
should not be in the form of common law, as at present, but in the
shape of statute law.

6) In formulating statute law on Blasphemy it must be emphasised
that, despite social changes, this country is basiCally-if even only for
mally-Christian, and that therefore the law should specifically pro
tect the Name and Person of our Lord Jesus Christ. At the same time
it is recognised that other faiths have, in this country, large numbers
of minority support, who are entitled to similar protection from hurt
ful expressions toward their sacred attachments. Regard being always
had to freedom for reasonable yet respectful criticism and disagree
ment amongst the various religions.

7) The legal definition of blasphemy should be clear. It is suggested
that it should embrace irreverent and insulting reference to Almighty
God, to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to such objects of worship as are
acknowledged by religions other than the Christian faith. There
should be no reference to the Church of England-as in the present
definition-or to other denominations as this concern is above
denomination or sect.

8) The question of "intent" is admittedly a difficult one, but we feel
it need not enter into the matter of blasphemy. If words or expressions
are blasphemous, they are so whether or not the person(s) uttering
them intended them to be such.

9) The need to preserve "freedom of expression" is recognised but
it is submitted that this freedom-in common with other
"freedoms"-must be limited in such manner as to preserve the
public good and general well-being, which well-being is seriously im
perilled by liberty to blaspheme-such "liberty" is licence.

10) It is acknowledged that there is a need for a new crime to
penalise disturbances in places set apart for prayer and worship-as
suggested by the commission, but in addition to and not as a substitute
for penalty against blasphemy.

Authority and order are of God: "by Me kings reign" (Proverbs
8: 15); "For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are or
dained of God" (Romans 13: 1). Blasphemy is therefore subversive of
Authoritative Government, and, for this additional reason, to be
discouraged by law.
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The Heart Truly Affected
ALBERT WOOD

"What shall I render unto the Lordfor all His benefits toward me? I
will take the cup ofsalvation and call upon the name of the Lord. I will
pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His people."
Psalm 116:12-14.

(A sermon preached in Westhoughton Central Hall, Lancs.)
Over a period of a hundred years or more there has taken place a

steady decline in the quality and standards of worship. The light
heartedness, lack of reverence and sensuality of much so-called wor
ship in this day is an indication of the extent to the which this decline
has gone. The idea has become deep-rooted in many people's minds
that we go to worship to enjoy ourselves, to have a good time, or to
receive blessing; and there are those who come away from worship
disappointed because they have not received the enjoyment, the good
time or the blessing they had hoped for.

Our text, and indeed the whole Psalm from which it is taken, has
much to teach us about worship. As we read the Psalm we see the
Psalmist animated by a deep sense of the goodness and grace of God
towards him. He had not had a trouble-free existence, for he says in
verse 3 "the sorrows of death cornpassed me and the pains of hell got
hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow". He prayed to God for
deliverance, and such was the goodness and grace of God towards him
in giving to him deliverance that his soul is filled with praise to God.
He acknowledges God to be gracious, righteous and merciful. Within
his soul there is begotten a real love for God; he says "I love the Lord,
because He hath heard my voice and my supplications. Because He
hath inclined His ear unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long
as I live".

We see clear evidences of grace in the Psalmist in that he desired to
give himself to God, "I will walk before the Lord in the land of the liv
ing" (verse 9); "0 Lord, truly I am thy servant" (verse 16). In our text
there is expressed a deep desire to give to God because of God's boun
tiful goodness and grace. "What shall I render unto the Lord for all
His benefits towards me?". This leads me to propose-that the
predominant desire within the heart of a Christian in his approach to
worship, and when engaging in worship, should be not so much to
receive from God, as to render to God. Let us see this demonstrated in
our text where we have (i) the cry of the heart which has been affected
by the grace of God and (ii) the response of the heart which has been
affected by the grace of God.
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I. The Cry of the heart whiCfi has been affected bytfie grace01-Cod.
"What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits towards

me?" (verse 12).
A Christian is a person with whom God has dealt most graciously

and who is deeply conscious of God's gracious dealings. As he gathers ..
with the people of God on the first day of the week in worship, he does ..
so bearing in mind another week that has passed in which God has
bestowed rich blessing upon him. The food he has eaten, the clothes
he has worn, the sunshine, the rain, the air he has breathed, the
measure of health and strength he has had, the soundness of mind
enabling him to perform his daily tasks-all these he recognises as be
ing the gifts of a good and gracious God. He believes that God has
loved him with an everlasting love and drawn him with loving
kindness and that God will allow nothing to happen to him except
what which is for his good. Even in his trials and afflictions he has
found himself becoming more patient, more submissive to the will of
God. He knows very well that he is not yet perfect, but he knows too
that a day is coming when he will be perfect, when he will see the Lord
Jesus Christ and be like Him, and will sin no more, and sorrow no
more. Such blessings as these, of which he knows he is entirely unwor
thy, fill his soul with love to God and cause him to cry "What shall I
render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?"

May we not take this cry as expressing something of a problem?
Whatever I may give to God must be very poor and mean when com
pared with God's great bounty toward me. Is it not true also that the
best which I can give Him must be imperfect? "All our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags." Will God accept anything from
me?

Alas! from such a heart as mine
What can I bring forth?
My best is stained and dyed with sin,
My all is nothing worth.

....

These problems will never wholly destroy the desire to render to
God. This cry expresses a deep burning desire in the hearts of all who
have been affected by God's grace. The more grace a person has the
stronger will be the desire. The less grace he has the tendency will be
for the desire to languish and weaken. But where there is real grace,
there this desire will always be, there the heart will cry "What shall I
render unto the Lord for all His benefits towards me?"
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2. The Response of theheart'which has been affected by the grace of
God.

"I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the
Lord" (verse 13).

Much has been said about this cup of salvation. Surely it must speak
to every true Christian of that cup which his Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ, drank when He died on Calvary's tree. Our blessed Lord then
drank the cup of the wrath of God in order that we might drink the
cup of salvation. Our Lord's death on Calvary is the solution to all
our problems. That which we render to God is indeed poor and mean
when compared with God's great bounty to us. It is indeed imperfect,
but through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ it is made pleasing and
acceptable to God. That which we render to God is the outcome of a
true and living faith in Christ.

It is only through the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ shed upon the
cross, which cleanses all our sins away, and through His spotless
righteousness, which makes us acceptable in the sight of a holy God,
that we are enabled and inclined to call upon the name of the Lord.

This calling upon the name of the Lord may well speak to us of
prayer, some insist that it speaks of praise rather than of prayer. The
response of the heart affected by God's grace will most certainly be in
praise to God. The soul so affected will declare what great things the
Lord hath done for him, and will be filled with a deep sense of God's
goodness and grace.

"I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His
people" (verse 14). Thelgreat mercies of God to His people are a com
pelling appeal to them to present their souls and bodies to be a
reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto God. Anything which falls
short of this must represent a defective worship. It is good when we
gather with the people of God in worship to pay our vows unto the
Lord, and each Lord's Day to renew our vows. Conscious of God's
manifold goodness and grace to us it is good for us to vow that, God
giving us grace, we will serve Him all the days of our life. That we will
be God's grace seek the glory of God in all we think, say and do; that
we will be wholly devoted to Him.

What an awful thing to take words upon our lips in a hymn, psalm
or prayer and express a vow which does not come from our hearts.
Though we may well be conscious of our weakness and unworthiness,
let us meditate upon the goodness and grace of God to us. Having a
lively sense of His great mercies toward us, may we be fitted with
praise to Him and give ourselves wholly to Him. This is the response
of the heart which has been affected by the grace of God.
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The Reading and Knowle-dge
of Holy Scripture
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The following passages are taken from the first sermon in the Book
ofHomilies published by royal authority under King Edward VI in the
year 1547 and then again in 1562 by Queen Elizabth. They were first
conceived by the convocation of the Church of England meeting in
1542, at which it was agreed "to make certain homilies for stay of
such errors as were then by ignorant preachers sparkled among the
people." As the Thirty-fifth Article ofReligion of that church puts it,
the homilies "contain a godly and wholesome Doctrine, and necessary
for these times. "

The first homily, from which the following is taken, is generally at
tributed to the saintly Archbishop, Thomas Cranmer, who was burned
to death at Oxford in the reign of "Bloody Mary" in the year 1556.

"Unto a Christian man there can be nothing either more necessary
or profitable, than the knowledge of holy scripture, forasmuch as in it
is contained God's true word, setting forth his glory, and also man's
duty. And there is no truth nor doctrine necessary for our justification
and everlasting salvation, but that is, or may be drawn out of that
fountain and well of truth. Therefore as many as be desirous to enter
into the right and perfect way unto God, must apply their minds to
know holy scripture; without the which, they can neither sufficiently
know God and his will, neither their office and duty. And as drink is
pleasant to them that be dry, and meat to them that be hungry; so is the
reading, hearing, searching, and studying of holy scripture, to them
that be desirous to know God, or themselves, and to do his will ...

"Let us diligently search for the well of life in the books of the New
and Old Testaments, and not run to the stinking puddles of men's
traditions, devised by men's imagination, for our justification and
salvation. For in holy scripture is fully contained what we ought to do,
and what to eschew, what to believe, what to love, and what to look
for at God's hands at length ...

"And in reading of God's word, he most profiteth not always that
is most ready in turning of the book, or in saying of it without the
book; but he that is most turned into it, that is most inspired with the
Holy Ghost, most in his heart and life altered and changed into that
thing which he readeth; he that is daily less and less proud; less
wrathful, less covetous, and less desirous of worldly and vain
pleasures; he that daily (forsaking his old vicious life) increaseth in vir
tue more and more."

I
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Life by His Death, H. J. Appleby, Grace Publications Trust, %pp,
paperback, £1.50.

In 1647 John Owen, one of the most prominent of Puritan
theologians, published his book "The Death of Death in the Death of
Christ" expounding his view that the Scriptures contain the doctrine
of limited atonement Le. that God's purpose in sending His Son was
to save His elect people only.

Owen tells us in his preface th. the book was the result of seven
years study of the Scriptures.

The book was republished by the Banner of Truth Trust some years
ago but it is safe to say that many believers have not read it. Thus
John Appleby has performed a great service to us all in producing this
simplified version of John Owen's great work, for if the whole truth
of the Gospel is to be preached, then the doctrine of limited atonement
must form part of it and the error of universal redemption exposed.

The book consists of an introduction where five possible reasons for
universal redemption are listed; this is followed by two sections show~

ing God's purpose in sending Jesus Christ to die, the true purpose of
His death and what He achieved thereby. The next section gives six
teen arguments from Scripture showing that Christ did not die for the
salvation of all men, and the final section is a refutation, from Scrip
ture, of many of the arguments for universal redemption.

Not only is the book easy to read and the arguments clear, but to
study it is an encouraging and heartwarming experience, causing us to
rejoice in our sovereign God and His dear Son our Redeemer. We are
shown from God's Word that the death of Christ makes salvation a
certainty for those whose sins He carried and that all for whom Christ
died must actually be saved. Praise His Name!

A.G.S.

The Word of God among all Nations. A brief history of the
Trinitarian Bible Society, Andrew J.Brown, 162pp, £1.50.

Here is a book of absorbing interest dealing with events and per
sonalities in the 150 years of the T.B.S. The book is extremely well
documented and is, as claimed, an invaluable work of reference. The
task of recording the history of the Society has been faithfully under-
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taken, theauthor havirig~ffatednd pains in his work of research. The
book is attractively produced in a very clear type, making it a pleasure
to read. There are 15 illustrations which add to the general interest.

The work of the Society has not been without its periods of great trial
and testing as well as times of great encouragement. The Trinitarian Bi
ble Society can truly take up the words of the Apostle "having therefore
obtained help of God, we continue to this day, witnessing both to small
and great" (Acts 26:22).

There has been a long and happy association between the T.B.S. and
The Gospel Magazine. We trust the book will have a wide distribution.
It will take its place among the books which record the things which
God has wrought.

A Prophet of Grace (Elisha), Alexander Stewart, Knox Press
(Edinburgh), 268pp, £4.25.

This is a reprint of a book first published in 1925; the publishers
have done a great service in making it once more available to the
Christian public. Dr. Stewart was one of the outstanding expository
preachers of his time; a man of scholarly attainments and literary
gifts. He was for 19 years the minister of Free St. Columba's Church,
Edinburgh, where he exercised a notable ministry. Dr. Stewart was a
great upholder of the Reformed faith as well as a powerful preacher of
the doctrines of grace.

In his introduction to the book the author says "the ministry of
Elisha marks an epoch in the religious history of Israel. As distinct
from the work of Elijah, whose efforts were mainly associated with
the Law, it was pre-eminently a ministry of grace". He proceeds to
open up in a most helpful way the ministry of Elisha in some 21
chapters.

Writings on the phrase "he (the Shunammite's son) sat on her knees
till noon" Dr. Stewart says "at noon the little fellow's sun went down
and the active young frame became cold and still. It was a desolating
bereavement, as mysterious as it was bitter. The Lord had given and
the Lord had taken away ... but the Shunammite's faith was not
paralysed by the stroke...she passed through fire and water, but it was
in order that at last she might be brought into a wealthy place". Here
is an example of the author's literary and expository ability.

This is a book which will not fail to prove a blessing to the reader.
Preachers will find it especially helpful. The reviewer warmly com
mends it.

M.H...
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"Colossians and Philemon", A Digest of Reformed Comment,
G. B. Wilson, Banner of Truth, 11lpp, £1.50.

Geoffrey Wilson, minister of Birkby Baptist Church in Hud
dersfield, has produced another commentary, or "Digest of Reformed
Comment" as they are very aptly called.

If Philippians comes next it will complete the Epistles of Paul, and
provide a very useful set of notes for readers and speakers alike. Each
volume bears evidence of wide reading and careful thought by the
author. It is about the cheapest set of Bible study helps on the market,
and at the same time one of the most helpful. Each volume has a final
bibliography of books quoted, making reference to larger works an
easy matter.

The aim of the author is the spiritual benefit of the reader, and he is
always faithful to Biblical and Reformed teaching. The series is not in
tended to be at all controversial as between Evangelical Christians,
but it is hard always to conceal our varying points of view. One such is
the comment on Col. 2:11-"1t is important to note that in this
passage the rite of circumcision is not likened to Christian baptism,
but contrasted with it." Surely the contrast is between the Old and
New Testaments, whereas the tokens of each dispensation signify the
same spiritual truths. So they are both alike and yet in contrast!
However, let me close by saying that almost every paragraph of com
ment here gives us a jewel of spiritual application. For example
chapter 4 verse 13: " 'This is an example of a good pastor, whom
distance cannot induce to forget the Church or prevent him from car
rying the care of it with him beyond the sea.' (Calvin)".

W.J.P.

Heirs Together of Life (Daily Bible Readings for Husbands and
Wives), Charles and Norma Ellis, The Banner of Truth Trust, 275pp,
£1.95.

In this book there are 274 Readings selected from both Old and New
Testaments concerning which the Authors state: "We have here
prepared a study of God's Word ... to discover what He has revealed
concerning His Will and provision for men and women and their rela
tionship with one another." The Biblical quotations are from the New
American Standard Version, The New International Version and the
A.V.

Allusion is made to a wide range of subjects, but here are four brief
references. Writing of "The Triangle", which exists in so many cur-
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rent circles, they state: "The only triangle in the home must be the
triangle whose points are the man, the woman and God". Dealing
with "Sex Education" the obvious is stated: "Christian parents can
not shield their children from the torrents of ugly and distorted sex in-
formation and mis-information they can implant the attitude
towards sex which the Bible offers ". Dealing with the question of
"Divorce" (there is no reference to the vexed matter of re-marriage) it
is stated: "Jesus has commanded married people to stay together...
however, if there is not peace in the home and the unbelieving partner
does proceed toward a divorce, the believer should not contest it...".
Parents should find the section: "Equipment For The Parental Task",
based on 2 Timothy I vv. 1-14, of considerable help.

This book emphasises throughout the Biblical directions for Family
Life, is well printed, and is most useful in expounding both the
privileges and responsibilities of Marriage and home life.

J.C.P.

Britain's Brightest Christian Diary-Now Ready.

liMy Pocket Companion for 1982"
Now in the 67th Year of Publication-it is more than just a Diary. It in
cludes Devotional Pages and a Text for every day.
"Popular" Edition. Embossed Paper Cover. 64 Pages- Full Diary- in
teresting articles-strong cover-fully illustrated. Single Copy, 47p; 10
copies, £3.60; 20 copies, £7.00; 50 copies, £16.00; 100 copies, £28.00.
"Popular Improved" With outer plastic cover. Single copy 52p; 10 copies,
£4.20; 20 copies, £8.00.
"De Luxe Wallet" Fine Brown or Black Wallet Cover. 96 Pages. Gold Let
tering. Single copy, 87p; 5 copies, £4.25; 10 copies, £8.25.

All above Prices include Postage.

Order Now From: Dept GM, Protestant Truth Society, (lnc), 184,
Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HJ. Please enclose crossed Cheque or
P.O., Not cash or stamps. Despatched within 21 days of receipt of
order.
We will gladly supply a Sample Copy of our Magazine and details of all
our Publications on request.
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