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Editorial
The psalmist was often a very burdened and troubled man, but never

more so than when he cried out "it is t ime for Thee, Lord, to work; for
rhey have made void Thy law" (Psalm 119:126). He was surrounded by
rhose who were godless and careless and who acted as if God Himself
did not exist. He was so affected by this spiritual and moral laxity that
his l ips expressed this urgent prayer for divine intervention.

How relevant this is to our situation. The greatest need of our time is
for God to work in spiritual revival within the church and to stem the
flood of wickedness in the world. The psalmist's prayer is an ap-
propriate one for today, when iniquity stalks the land and when sin has
become the accepted thing. "They have made void Thy law"-men
broke it, treated it as if i t were a thing of no consequence. Again, how
relevant this is, for today the Ten Commandments are generally
disregarded and flouted and considered as outdated.

As we look at the contemporary religious scene the churches are weak
and ineffective, They are characterised by lukewarmness, half-
heartedness and worldliness. We need to pray that God wil l step into the
situation and do a mighty work and turn back the tide.

The psalmist acknowledged that revival was God's work. Only the
sovereign Lord Himself can send revival; it is not something worked up,
but something sent down from heaven. In another psalm we find the
petit ion "wilt Thou not revive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in
Thee?" (Psalm 85:6). God is undoubtedly the Author of revival; it is
His gracious work.

There is a very wonderful promise which we should do well to
heed-"if My people which are called by My name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then wil l I hear from heaven, and wil l forgive their sin, and wil l
heal their land" (2 Chronicles 7:14). We are not simply to sit sti l l  and
bewail the situation; we need to search our hearts and seek to fulf i l  the
conditions God demands before He wil l hear from heaven. Revival has
always been preceded by earnest prayer; do we pray earnestly for God's
intervention?

r93



t94 Cospel Magazine

"Be of good cheer"
MALCOLM H. WATTS

Mr. Watts is the minister of Emmanuel Church, Wilton Road, Salisbury.

Dr. Jowett, the well-known preacher, was in Birmingham one
miserable morning when the dirty snow was melting in the streets and a
thick November fog was possessing the whole city. He met an acquain-
tance u,'ho that day rvas suffering quite badly from depression. "I feel",
the man said, "so very depressed; my feelings are gloomy; I feel as
though my Lord were far away." Dr. Jowett l istened sympathetically
and then he saici, "Do you think the Welsh water is running into our
town today? Has the supply from the Welsh hil ls been stopped? The

day is gloomy enough, the fog is about, and the atmosphere is certainly
chil l l ' ,  but the rvater from the Welsh hil ls is f lowing into the city quite as
abunclantly as it rvil l  do on the sunniest day in June! The fog in Birm-
ingham i l i l l  not  check the gracious supply f rom the h i l ls ! "  He meant ,  of
.()ur\e. that the suppl-v of comfort and grace through God's Word is

Lrnaffr-cted br the changes around and within. That river f lows even on
' rt. '  . l lr r.k c. t o l '  cl ar s .

"Titt,rr ' is u slreetrt v'hose gentle flow
\1,;{t ' . r/rrrl t l te cil.t o.f ottr God,
1 . ' , .  . , , r  t ,  L i n ( !  t ( ) \ .  s t i l l  e l i d i n .g  t h roug l t ,
{ , . 7 . '  , .  . . " , , r ' r . 3  , , t t r  , l i v t l t '  U l t oC le .

' ' / i ' 1 .  . 1 . ' 1  r r ) ( . '  \ ; r r ' ( i ' r ) ' .  I i t r  f ] r t l . v  L l  r t r d ,

T i l t t s  r t i :  ( ) t t r  r L t ! l 1 1 !  l l d r  r ' ( ) t 1 ! r ( ' l \ ,

. \ r r '6 ,s,1 7r1, ,7, , ,  T l i t  l t r t  t t t t t r t '< t t . /  |  r t r t l ,

. l t t r l  g t v t ' s  r t ev  s t r e r t ? l i l  t o  . l ( l l n l t t l ?  i o i l i r .  
"

Somet inres th ings do look fa i r l l  b leak and d ismal  but  $e ought  nerer
to forget the consolation and encouragement which are in God's Word.
What does the Scripture say? "Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it

stoop: but a good word maketh it glad." (Prov' 12:25). That verse

deserves more than a passing thought. "A good word", as one com-
mentator so rightly observes, "is wider than the good news which u ould
remove the cause of the anxiety but is not always possible; a good s ttrd
gives courage to face it."

When here upon earth, the Lord Jesus spoke man-v a q(r(r! j '  '  -:
when ministering to those who were bowed down with carc .trl.: '

depths of  sorrow. I  not ice,  however,  that  on three occa' t t ' r l '  I i -  -  -  . :
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.r : r  specia l  and very grac ious exhortat ion.  He said:  , ,Be of  good
, : r cc r " .  (Mau .9 :2 ;  Mk .6 :50 ;  Jn .  16 :33 ) .  The re  i s  somerh ing  fo r  us
: ,crc.  whatever  our  condi t ion may be.
r r .\ good word to those disturbed by SIN. Make no mistake about it;
.rn is l ike a sore and cruel "sting" piercing the spirit and causing terrible
' r r r r t  and sorrow ( l  Cor  l5 ;56) .  The sense of  gui l t  can be agony.  Cain,
.ut'fering it, cried out: "My iniquity is greater than I can bear"-(Gen.
J:13 marginal reading). Judas, when he realized the fatal effects of his
:r 'ansgression, experienced such trouble of spirit as terminated in
Jc'spair. "l have sinned", he said, then he "hanged himself" Mtt.
17:;1,5). Men, when they begin to feel their sins, know the pangs and
terrors of a wounded conscience. In one of his sermons, Thomas Man-
lon accurately described this wretched state- "We think a man in a
lever is in a miserable condition, who hath l itt le rest day or night: but
alas! feverish flames are nothing to the scorchings of conscience, and
the fearful apprehensions ofdivine wrath: they that are under these are
miserable indeed, because the pains of hell do compass them round
about, and wherever they go, they carry their own hell along with
them".

There was a poor man brought to the Lord Jesus. Though stricken
with palsy, his sins caused him most pain. As the Saviour looked on
him, He saw all the guilt and anguish of his heart, and mercy moved
Him to speak words of comfort and peace. As we hear them once again,
let us remember that the pardon of our sins is the greatest comfort of
all. The Lord said to him: "Son, lre of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee" (Mtt .  9 :2) .
(i i) A good word to those disrurbed by FEAR. I do not refer here ro rhat
fear which Cod has implanted within us to guard us from the various
dangers and miseries of this l i fe, but I have in mind that unreasonable
fear of things which often rises to an excessive degree and makes life
unbearable. This is the fear which Isaac Watts called "the tyrant-
passion ".

It may be that you are oppressed and tormented by such a fear. The
precise nature of it I do not know. It could be the fear of a person. It
could be the fear of some circumstance. A great many people have the
fear of the unknown. The fear of death is perhaps most common. The
list seems endless. There are so many fears which can possess our
hearts. David could speak of "all my fears" (Psalm 34:4).

Comfort and relief can only come when Jesus draws near and pro-
claims Himself to our souls. This was what the disciples learned when
that storm came to Gennesaret and their l i tt le boat was threatened by
every blast of wind and every raging wave. The most terrible thing that
night was seeing the form of something, or someone, coming towards
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them. "Thel 'supposed i t  had been a spi r i t ,  and cr ied out :  for  they a l l
sau him, and \\ 'ere troubled." But it was then, when their fears had
risen to such a pitch, that the Lord made Himself known to them, and
His voice-the voice the-v kneu'and loved so very much (Jn. l0:3,4;
Song of Solomon 2:8)-banished the fear from their hearts. "lm-

mediatell '  He talked rvith them, and saith unto them, Be of good cheer:
i t  is  I ;  be not  af ra id."  (Mk 6:50) .

El'en so toda.v; to knou'His presence is enough. "l wil l fear no evil:
for  Thou ar t  \ \ i th  me."  (Psalm 23:4) .
( i i i )  .A good *ord to those d is turbed by TROUBLE. None of  us can
cla im an immuni t l '  f rom that .  "Man is  born unto t rouble,  as the sparks
f1r' upu ard" (Job 5:7)-"so many are the' so thick and so fast does one
l i r l l r r r r  another . "  (Mat theu'  Henry) .

1, ,  1 |11rrg in  t rouble,  the Lord Jesus says:  " ln  the wor ld ye shal l  have
' ' : : . r i i i r ion:  hut  he o. f  good cheer:  I  have overcome the wor ld."  (Jn.

a rl r l- lc' ; lainrs a po\\ 'er iniinitely superior to anything and everything
' ' :: . r rrrlt i  anci He promises to His people His all-powerful help. With

(  ' ' - . :  . : .  \ \1 . r r  Sa\ iour  and Supporter ,  we are able to cope wi th the
-  , . :  , '  " :  l r t r " .  I . roblcnls  and t r iumph over  them al l .  "We are more
"  . r i  - , \ " r t  :  c r ( r r \  t h roL tg l t  H in t  t ha t  l oved  us . "  (Romans  8 :37 ) .

\ : . :  . . ' . .  , . i . i  . ! r r \ in  l r r r  \ ( )me reason? |  l lou ld br ing you a word f rom
' . - :  I  , - . :  ' l l ! .  ( r l  r , . , , r i ; i r c r . r l "

Sin and its Remedy
SUSAN CLASS

I John 3: 4-10.
"Whosoever commitlelh sin transgresseth also the lqw: for sin is the
transg,ression of the law." v. 4.

The law consists of the commandments, expressing the righteous wil l
of God (Exodus 20: l-26); the judgements, governing the social l i fe of
f  srael  (Exodus 2 l : l -24) ;  the ord inances,  governing the re l ig ious l i le  of '
I s rae l  (Exodus24 :12  3 l : 18 ) ;  t he  mora l  l aw ,  "wh i ch  i s  summar i l r  c t rn t -
prehended in the l0  commandments"  (Westminster  Shorter
Catechism).  The law is  God's s tandard for  holy  l iv ing,  thotrgh t t t '  t t la t l
has been ablc to keep i t .  The r ich young ru ler  thought  hc ' i l l i . :  i i ' : ' :  l i lc
commandmcn ts  o1 'Cod ,  bu t  i f  he  had  l oved  h i s  ne ighb 'o : r :  . : '  " . : 1 . 'C l l .

he would have been wi l l ing to g ive h is  weal th a\ \a\  l ( r  r ' ' r  '  : -  ' - .  as
suggesled by Jesus.
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I he lar.r ' reveals the Holiness of God before Whom the angels veil
' '  .rr t 'aces, "Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with
' , ,a in he covered h is  face. . . . . .And one cr ied unto another ,  and said,
l { , r l r .  ho ly ,  holy ,  is  the Lord of  hosts:  the whole ear th is  fu l l  o f  His
:lrrrr '" (lsaiah 6:2-3). The Scriptures proclaim the holiness of God, "l

rrr- [,ord your God am Holy". When He first revealed Himself to
\loses, He said to him "put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
nlace whereon thou standest is holy ground", and we read that Moses
hid his face for he was afraid to look upon God. (Exodus 3:5-6). On
ilnother occasion when Moses asked to see His glory, God said "There

.hall no man see Me and live" (Exodus 33:20). When He gave Moses
the law on Mt. Sinai the people were not to come near the mountain.
\one but the High Priest was permitted to enter the Holy of Holies,
and then only once a year. In Revelation 4:8 we read that the four beasts
ll iving creatures) "rest not day and night, saying Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come". Dr. C. l. Scofield
suggests that the cherubim have to do with the vindication of the
holiness of God as against the presumptuous pride of sinful man, i.e. at
the gate of the garden of Eden, to keep the u,ay of the Tree of Life,
after Adam and Eve had been cast out of the garden.

A Holy Cod abhors all sin and unrighteousness, "Thou hatest all
workers of iniquity" (Psalm 5:5). "Pride and arrogancy, and the evil
way, and the froward mouth do I hate" (Proverbs 8:13). "Thou art of
purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity" (Habak-
kuk l :13) .  I t  fo l lows,  therefore,  that  s in mer i ts  the wrath of  God,  "For

the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness"
(Romans l :18) ;  and just  punishment  for  the s inner ,  "For  the wages of
sin is death" (Romans 6:23).

The law shows the exceeding sinfulness of our hearts, it gives to sin
the character of transgression, i.e. personal guilt, for no one has been
able to keep the law. It also shows how far short r",e come of God's
standard. "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God"
(Romans 3:23) .

But  now we come to the REMEDY FOR SIN.  Verse 5.  "He nas
manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin." God is holy
and just, but He is also a God of Love, and He has made provision for
fallen man to be saved from his sins, and restored to tellor,r 'ship with
Him. "When the fu lness of  the t ime was come, God sent  forrh His
Son. . . to  redeem them that  were under the law. . . " (Cal .  4 :4-5) .  He
redeemed us from the curse of the law and its condemnation, by His
sacrif ice on the cross. "Christ hath redeemed us front the curse of the
law, being made a curse I 'or us" (C'ial. 3:13), for Divine forgiveness is
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not apart from sacrif ice. ln the Old Testament sacrif ices were offered
and the blood was shed, these all pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ Who
on the cross died an atoning death and shed His blood to take away our
s ins.  "Behold the Lamb of  God which taketh away the s in of  the
u'or ld"  (John 1:29) .  "Now once in the end of  the wor ld hath He ap-
peared to put away sin by the sacrif ice of Himself" (Hebrews 9:26).

" in  Him was no s in"  verse 5.  This is  important .  He was the only One
who could die for our sins because He Himself was without sin, and He
was sinless because He was Divine. He was Cod manifested in the
flesh-the wonder of the lncarnation. Those who deny the Deity of
Christ have no Saviour, for if Christ had been only man, He could not
have died for the sins of others. "God was in Christ reconcil ing the
." r 'or ld  unto Himsel f "  (2 Cor.  5:19) .

There wqs no ollrcr g,ood enc,tuglt
To pay tlte price of sin,

He only could unlock the gale
Of Heqven, qnd let us in.

THE SECRET OF VICTORY v.6.  "Whosoever abideth in  Him s inneth
not." Christ's death not only atoned for past sins but made provision
for the Christian to l ive a victorious l ife. God's Word shows us that
u'hat the law could not do, Christ can do by His indwelling Spirit in the
one who trusts Him, and so we are enabled to keep His commandments
and please and serve Him because of a ne\{' power within us.
"Whosoever is  born of  God doth not  commit  s in" ,  th is  is  the standard
set before us, but now we are under grace, not law, and because the
believer is born of God, "born anew", a new nature has been put within
him and as he abides in  Chr is t ,  v ic tory is  assured (see John l5:4) .  Many
Christians are sti l l  under the dominion of the old nature, instead of be-
ing dominated by the new.

WE SHOULD BE LIKE CHRIST. "He that  doeth r ighteousness is
righteous, even as He is righteous" v.T. The fruit of a righteous person
should be righteousness, and as he professes to be a follower of Christ
he should be l ike Him. Jesus said "A good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit...Wherefore by
their fruits ye shall know them" (Matthew 7:18-20). "Doth a fountain
send for th at  the same place sweet  water  and b i t ter?"  (James 3: l l ) .

THE ORIGIN  OF  S IN .  "He  tha t  commi t t e th  s i n  i s  o f  t he  dev i l .  t o r  t hc
devil sinneth from the beginning" v.8. We go back before the creation
of man, when as an angelic being Satan's heart was l i l ted up and he
wanted to be as God.  "How ar t  thou fa l len f ront  Helr r 'n .  ( )  [  Lrc i ler .
son  o f  t he  morn ing ,  hou 'a r t  t hou  cu t  donn  to  t i t c  ! t t r L t t t . :  . . l i ) r  t l t ou
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':. i.t said in thine heart, I wil l ascend into Heaven, I wil l exalt my throne
.rht ' r ' ,e  the stars of  God. . . . l  wi l l  be l ike the most  High" ( lsa iah
ll: l2- 14). Adam and Eve fell under his spell and partook of the forbid-
.ic-n fruit, and so we read in Romans 5:l2 "Wherefore as by one
rrran (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death

lassed upon all men, for that all have sinned". "The covenant being
nradc with Adam, not only for himself, but for his posterity; all
rnankind, descending from him, by ordinary generation, sinned in him,
and fell with him in his first transgression" (Westminster Shorter
Catechism). Christ came to destroy the works of the devil, "For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested that He might destroy the
uorks of the devil" (verse 9). After the Fall in the Garden of Eden, we
have the promise of a Redeemer Who could bruise Satan's head, and
this happened at Calvary, "Through death He might destroy him that
had the power of  death,  that  is ,  the devi l "  (Hebrews 2:14) .

TWO TYPES OF PEOPLE. "In this the children of God are manifest,
and the children of the devil" verse 10. God's Word makes a clear
distinction between His children and Satan's-the "saved" and the
"lost", "children of l ight", and the "children of darkness"; and the
difference should be shown, as we have already seen in verse 7 "by their
fruits". "Whosover doeth not rightousness is not of God, neither he
that loveth not his brother." "We know that we have passed from death
unto l ife, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death" (verse l4). This epistle was written by one who was
known as "the apostle of love" and it is full of the teaching of loving
one another. Indeed he goes as far as to say that if we hate our brother
we are murderers (verse 15). Jesus said "By this shall all men know that
ye are My d isc ip les,  i f  ye have love one to another"  (John l3:35) .

And so to sum it all up-sin is a transgression of the law, which was
necessary to show us God's Holiness and our sinful state. Christ came
to take away our sins by His death and resurrection; and by His indwell-
ing Spirit we are enabled to l ive victoriously over sin and to keep Cod's
commandments, and to l ive up to His standard; for by His death Christ
destroyed the works of Satan, and all who are born again have a neu'
nature, and therefore should shew forth the fruit God desires to
see-righteousness and love to others. This is a picture of a true child of
God.
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The Scottish Reformation
Society

IT,S ORIGIN - OBJECTS - A]YD WORK
REV. A. SINCLAIR HORNE, Secretary,/Lecturer.

The period during which the Society was founded was one of the
most significant in our country since the Reformation. Events in both
England and Scotland brought such a surge of Protestant reaction that
several Protestant bodies were founded around this time.

The Disruption, which brought into being the Free Church of
Scotland and with it a strong and forceful evangelical witness instead of
the old moderatism, in turn brought a deeper insight into the
errors of Romanism and the awareness for a clear policy on the part of
the church to deal with this constant threat to civil and religious l iberty.

In England there were also trends being shown, but not so encourag-
ing as in Scotland. Parliament had in 1829 passed the Roman Catholic
Emancipation Act which, while it recognised the place of Roman
Catholics in our Society, also placed certain restrictions upon the
system, for example the registration of Jesuit and other Roman
Catholic orders and the forbidding of admission of new members.
There were clear and precise details given as to the extent of the power
of the Roman Catholic Church within this realm at the time. This was
of course to lead to reactions by the Roman Catholic Church and these
were not long in appearing. In 1850 what has become familiarly known
as "The Papal Aggression" was introduced into this country. This ac-
tion was to re-establish the Roman Hierarchy in England. From the
time of the Reformation the Roman Catholic Church had its affairs ad-
ministered by a number of missionary bishops who bore strange and
foreign tit les, but a Papal Bull issued in September 1850 divided the
country into various dioceses. Thirteen were formed and from these
each ruler was to derive his tit le. This arrogant bull of Pope Pius IX was
fo l lowed by the leader of  th is  movement in  England,  Dr  Wiseman,  issu-
ing a pastoral letler in which he stated that this move was intended to
restore " lhei r  beloved country to i ts  orb i t  in  the eccles iast ica l  f i rmament
f rom which i ts  l ight  had long s ince vanished".

This bold and audacious step aroused deep and passionate conccrn
throughout  the length and breadth of  the country.  Demands r rc-re nradc
thal  the Ciovernment  should lake e1 ' fect ive nreasures to dc-a l  s i rh i t  hut
l i t t l e  ac t i on  was  taken  even  though  the  P r imc  \ l i n i s t c r  o l  l hc . i l ' .  r t l i t ed ,
"The re  i s  an  assun tp t i on  o l -povn ' c r  i n  i i l l  t l t e  c i oc r r r lCn i .  l r r r :  R r \n rc  l l I d
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' iarm to sole and undiv ided sway,  which is  inconsistent  wi th the
.  . r ' ( 'n ' \  \UpremaCy".

'.corland no less than England was roused to action and after
.rrL'rous public meetings had been drawing public attention to the.'n\. a move was made to bring into being an organisation which
,,Lrld seek to deal with such issues and co-ordinate the efforts being nur' - r h ;n  rhecoun r r ya r  rh i s  r ime .  t n  Ed inbu rgh  on  5 rh  December  l g - iOa
:c'at public meeting was held. The Music IIall was packed to capaciry' 'r lh as many standing round anxious to hear what the speakers had to

-.rr. Press reports for that night speak of upwards of 2,500 people being''r-esent, with police in attendance to control the large crowd anxious to
' rrice their protest at this move by the Roman Catholic Church. Resolu-'rr)ns were put to the meeting and from this a committee of l0g
ircmbers was appointed to inaugurate the Scottish Reformation Socie-
i. The names of those appointed to lead this work bring before us the

rruly great men of the'Church of that day. Men such as Drs. Begg,
c'andlish, wil l iam Cunningham. J. H. Thomson and M'crie, show the
quality of leadership as well as scholarship and theological knowledge
in this committee. Though a dil igent search has been made through
r arious records to find the original constitution of the Societv. it has not
been found. There is sufficient documentary evidence. however, to in-
dicate the l ines along which the policy of the Society was drawn. con-
troversy for controversy's sake w'as out. contending was always to be in
the interests of concord. The original declaration submitted to the first
public meeting runs as follows:

"Our work must be of a wide comprehensive character and we must
address ourselves to it in such a spirit of calm, conciliatctry
tnoderateness as well as unflinching faithfutness and firmness-that the
risk of creating needless prejudic'es may as far as possible be obviated
qnd the widest sccess obtained for our influence and our operations
among all sorts of men. we appeal in the first instance to tlle peneral
public asking all who hold evangelical protesianr opinion ro iecome
members."

OBJECTS

Dr candlish then gave an inaugral address in which he dealt with the
specific issues of the hour. These he saw clearly as not only insidious in
their method of atrack but also striking at the roor principle of the
democracy of our land. The aim he states was "the overthrow of every
form of Protestantism and the suppression of all civil and religious
liberty". The objects of the Society were then summarised as being:
TO RESIST THE AGGRESSION OF POPERY-TO WATCH THE
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,ESIGAS AND MOVEMENTS OF ITS PROMOTERS AND ABET-

TORS-AND TO DIFFIJSE SOL]AID AI''{D SCRIPTUAL INFOR-
MATIOn'O^i THE DISTIIVCTIVE TENETS OF PROTESTANTISM
AND POPERY.

WORK

On this basis the work of the Society progressed and from the Annual
Reports it is clear that the work extended far beyond the bounds of
Scotlancl and continued to bear witness to the great truths and prin-

c i p les  o l  t he  Re fo rma t i on .
As happens with any Society there are always ebb and flow in interest

and it is remarkable that despite many changes in personnel and also
application of its policy the Society has continued to have the support
of the people of Scotland and many outside our land.

The present Secretary/Lecturer Rev. A. S. Horne has been in the
u'ork since 1964 and during that time there have been several significant
changes. Our constitution has been re-examined and rewritten and
while it contains the aims and principles as set forth by the founding
fathers of the Society the emphasis falls much more clearly upon the
promotion of a witness to the Reformed Faith and within that declara-
tion of the truth there comes the exposure of error. As a result of this
move we have found that our l inks with other l ike-minded bodies con-
cerned with the Reformation of the Church and the recovery of this
witness to our Reformed heritage has deepened our fellowship together
in the work of the Lord. It has also brought with it much needed sup-
port for our cause which is always welcomed in the work.

The work of the Society is varied and covers a wide presentation of
the Reformed Faith. This is mostly done through meetings in different
parts of the country where addresses on the historical, doctrinal and
contemporary issues of the Reformation especially its application and
relevance for our day are presented. These form a very important part

of the teaching ministry of the Society. This is augmented by our
literature work. The main thrust of this is through our magazine The
Bulwark, but is also maintained by good literature, some published by
ourselves but mostly that from other sources dealing with the Reformed
Faith. Our visual aid programme also presents through Sound/Slide
presentations some of the important aspects of the Reformation
through personality studies or general historical presentation. Already
these forms of visual aids are being widely used in many countries
throughout  the wor ld and in th is  our  wi tness is  extended and used by
God .

Our la test  venture has been the development  of  Tot t rs .  These are of
two  k inds .  One  i s  con f i ned  to  Sco t l and  and  i s  o l ' F i r e  Da rs  du ra t i on .
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)irri 'g this time over 600 miles is covered and touches many of the
. j.ation of both Reformation and covenanting interest. Rll oi the im-'.rrrt?rt places in Edinburgh; St. Andrews; Stirl ing; and Ayrshire are
.rken in while the second part of the journey visits places such as An-
r t 'rrh and wigtown while many of the more remote places are also

,r,\€red. This trip is done by mini-bus with the Secretary acting botn as
-trirer and guide throughout the tour. The date for this is usuallv the' i r : t  week of  May.

The second and more ambitious is the l2 day continental Reforma-'ion Tour. This takes in France; Switzerland; Germany and Holland.
f ime is spent in Paris; worms; Basel; and the main point of interest be-
irg three days in Geneva. This has been strongly supported over the past
i\\o years and has brought together many fronr varied denominational
backgrounds to share in this historical tour.

costs for the tours, which are completely self-supporting and not
subsidised in any way, have been f45 for the covenanter Toui and f225
lor the Continental Tour.

SUPPORT
Finally, regarding the support for the work. our annual budeet ex-

cluding printing and literature comes in around f4,000. This is met in
turn in various ways. Investment Income provides a goodly source of
our support, and here we see the good stewardship of those who worked
lor the Society and supported it in days gone by. A good capital sum
rvas set aside over the years and this has meant a regular f low of income
from this source. Donations and collections at meetings provide
another source, but the most rewarding part of our support- is that
rvhich is received at the office week by week from our resular
subscribers and from that noble band of workers, our district .du..-
tors. over the years this support has been growing steadily and has
brought into the Society an increasing and ever-widening circle of
friends who realise the need for our witness today.

we can only close this article in one way and that is to repeat the
words of Dr. Candlish-when he gave his inaugural address at the foun_
ding of  the Sociery I22 years ago.

ON THE WHOLE THEN WE CONFIDENTLY COMMIT OUR
CAUSE, UNDER GOD, TO THE PEOPLE oF SCOTLAND; FoR
THOUGH OUR HEADQUARTERS ARE IN EDINBURGH, THE
SPHERE OF OUR OPERATIONS MUST EXTEND OVER ALL
THE COUNTRY, AND WE HOPE TO BE INSTRUMENTAL IN
HELPING FORWARD A UNIVERSAL NATIONAL MOVEMENT
AGAINST THE GREAT ADVERSARY OF OUR LORD AND
SAVIOUR.
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FELLOW PROTESTANTS! COME TO OUR AID!  AND FOR

THE SAKE OF YOUR CHILDREN, YOUR LIBERTIES'  YOUR

COUNTRY, YOUR RELIGION, JOIN WITH US IN THIS SACRED

AND ARDUOUS ENTERPRISE. COME YE TO THE HELP OF

THE LORD-TO THE HELP OF THE LORD AGAINST THE

M I G H T Y !
\{'c hope our readers wil l apply these words to our present day and

the Se.crc iar l '$ i l l  be only too happy to supply any in format ion on the

rvork of the Society rvhich wil l enable us to promote this vital ministry

today.

NOTE:
The Bulwark magazine is sent to individual subscribers at the rate of f2

per annum for six issues plus the Newsletter of the Society.

The Literature of the Society is as follows:
The Scottish Reformation Dr Hay Fleming. 10p.
Torchbearers of the Truth (Sketches of the Covenanters); Rev' A' S'

Ho rne ,  f  1 .50p .
In the Steps of the Covenanters (Guide book to the Monuments); A'

S.  Horne/J.  B.  Hardie,  80P.
The Two Kingdoms Mrs. E. Whitley, f l.50p Paperback; t2.50p

Cloth.
(This last volume is the latest volume on the Covenanters and one of

the most carefully researched and well-written books on the subject.)
All of the above prices are exclusive of postage.

Tape Ministrl ' . Full l ist of tapes available on request from Secretary,

17 GEORGE IV BRIDCE, EDINBURGH EHI lEE,  Scot land'

Perseverance In Grace
W. J.  PARKER

The first paragraph of Article 34 of the Calvinistic Methodist Confes-

sion of Faith reads as follows:
"Those whom Cod has made accepted in the beloved, has effectually

called, and sanctif ies by His Spirit, cannot totally and finally fall away

from a state of grace, but wil l certainly be enabled to persevere to the

end, and shall be saved".
The Confession fully realises that though God has promised the

preservation of all believers, their pathway is never a smooth one. Let

us look at an outl ine of the Believer's experiences after Conversion to

Christ, as explained in this Article.
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L Believers May However fall into sin for a time through temptation.
I his temptation may come to them directly from the suggestions of
:atan; it may come to them through their neiessary intercourse with the
rrorld around, where their l i fe must be l ived. Temptation also often
;omes through the inner corruption of our own nature. This is not the
:lere weakness of nature due to the habits of perhaps many genera-
iions, but the disinclination of fallen nature in every man to be subject
again to the laws of God. A man is unable, of himself, to l ive a
perfectly upright moral l i fe; the grace of God is essential moment by
nroment to strengthen us in that way. It follows then that the neglect of
rhe means of grace-prayer, Bible Study, Christian fellowship, the
\acraments-may be a cause of a fall ing away by a professed Christian.

In so fall ing the Believer may bring himself into a sad state. He may
incur God's displeasure; he may grieve the Holy Spirit. This wil l result
in his losing his comforts as a Christian. He may lose his assurance, his
heart may be hardened so that he loses his abil ity to come to God in
prayer, or his love of God's Word, or his delight in Christian
fellowship. His conscience too may be wounded so that it does not
speak correctly to him in regard to truth and error, righteousness and
sin. In this state the Believer may also be involved in temporal
judgements from God; he may injure others too in the course of his
disobedience, and even give occasion to God's enemies to blaspheme.

Nevertheless-('nevertheless' is one of the wonderful words of the
vocabulary of grace), nevertheless he wil l be kept by the power of God,
and by the constraints of His love be brought to return through faith
unto salvation.
II. Believers May Not Howeyer continue in a state of sin undisturbed.
Those who do so have reason to believe that they are deceiving
themselves in their profession, and that they are not true believers.

Why is this?
i .  John teaches us ( l  Jn.3;9. )  that  a Bel iever  cannot  commit  s in
habitually, and permanently, because the Word, the seed, of God is in
Him, and wil l overcome the sinful tendency.
i i. Perseverance implies that the Christian l ife is a warfare. If there is no
cross to bear, there wil l be no crown to wear. The Christian soldier,
though wounded, must continue to struggle, and in his perseverance
will again be established in dil igence, watchfulness, duty, holiness and
the means of grace.
III. Foundations of Assurqnce. Let us now look at the foundations of
Assurance, the pil lars of truth on which our confidence in perseverance
is bui l t .

These pil lars are eight:
i. The Sovereignty of Grace. It is Cod Who began the work of our call-

205
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ing and salvation, so He wil l f inish it. "The work which His goodness
began, the arm of His strength wil l complete." It is not man's wil l that
shall ult imately prevail in the affairs even of this world, but the wil l of
God Who is Sovereign throughout His creation. Paul shows this in
Romans 9:16. "lt is not of him that wil leth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that showeth mercy." It is ALL of grace.

i i. 
' Ihe 

Election of Grace. We may remember that election is personal,
not  general .  God knorvs His sheep.  Paul  sa id to T imothy (2Tim.2:19)
"The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoue th  t hem tha t  a re  H i s " .
i i i . The Strength of the l 'ather's Love. God's love is not f ickle l ike that
of men in their fallen state. His love is one with the perfections of His
nature. It is everlasting and victorious. Jeremiah who saw the depths to
which Israel, God'schosen people, had fallen, yet announced (3 l:3)
"Yea, I have loved thee with everlasting love: therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn thee". And the Lord Jesus Christ reiterated this
truth in its fulness when He spoke of the Good Shepherd (John l0;28)
"I give unto them eternal l i fe, and they shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me,
is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's
hand".

iv. The Sufficiency of Christ's Protection. No greater certainty could be
added to our salvation than the fact that Christ voluntarily died to ob-
tain it. How impossible that His divine purpose could be without suc-
cess. And He died, not to make salvation possible, but to effect it.
"Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that He
might  br ing us to God" (1.  Pet .  3 :18) .

v. The Efficacy of Christ's Inlercession. Christ has prayed for all
believers. He is the nearest to the Father, the One Whose prayers are
most l ikely to be heard; He is one with the Father, not only at the right
hand of God, but on the very throne of God. He is one with God. But
God has promised Christ that His requests shall be granted (John l7
vs.2,8,9,20: John I l:42) and that He shall always be heard. So that
Christ is able to help and save everyone who calls on Him. (Heb. 7:25)
"He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
Him, seeing He ever l iveth to make intercession for them." (Heb. 9:12)
"By His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having ob-
tained eternal redemption for us." (Heb. l0:14) "By one offering He
hath perfected for ever them that are sanctif ied."

"His promise is yea, and Amen, And neler was forfeited yet."

vi. Their Union with Christ. Christ's people are already one with Him.
From the time of their conversion thev can never be separated from
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iirrn in their experience. Even if they die with Him they shall also l ive
irth Him! This relationship of union is the prototype of the marriage
:.rnd. The copies may be broken, the original, never. "Thy Maker is
hi husband, the Lord of hosts is His name" (lsa. 54:5). "Holy Father,

rc-ep through Thine own name, those whom Thou hast given Me, that
: he ) '  may  be  one ,  as  we  a re  one"  ( John  17 :11 ) .

ri i . The Indwelling Spirit. God does not give His Holy Spirit as a tem-
irorary measure to any one. He comes to stay. "I wil l pray the Father
.rnd He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you
tor ever; even the Spirit of truth...ye know Him, for He dwelleth with
i ou ,  and  sha l l  be  i n  you "  ( Jn .  14 :16 -17 ) .

r i i i . The Seed of the Word of God is within them. Our Lord taught that
rhe good seed is  the word of  God (Luke 8:11) .  John took up th is
thought and showed that the Word was the very l ife of God Himself. So
in I John 3:9, when he discussed sin in the Christian l ife, he taught that
the Christian could not sin continually, because the seed of God remain-
t- 'd in him and would overcome. Once a man has received the Word of
the Gospel, and believed, nothing can break God's hold on his l i fe. We
should therefore never despair of Cod's work coming to fruit ion in any
l i ie .

A 16th century Epitaph by John Camden went-
"My friend, judge not me,

Thou seest I judge not thee.
Betwixt the stirrup and the ground
Mercy I asked, mercy I found".

An even more reassuring message is in the old anonymous hymn of
r r K t r ,

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said-
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?
The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I wil l not, I wil l not desert to its foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I ' l l  never. no never. no never forsake."

(Note. "The History, Constitution, Rules of Discipline, and Confession
of Faith of the Calvinistic Methodists or the Presbyterians of
Wales" was drawn up and first published after being adopted at
the Associations of Aberystwyth and Bala in the year 1823. It
has several t imes been translated into English, (my copy publish-
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ed by the Bookroom, Caernarvon, in 1900.) and in an Act or
Parliament of 1933, the constitution was up-dated and confirm-
ed, by seven Declaratory Acts. The situation was explained in a
series of Articles in "The Treasury" in 1980 by the Rev. R.
Webb.

The tone of the Conf-ession is similar to the Westminster Con-
fession, but is coloured by the Welsh greater emphasis on ex-
perience. It is worthy of more attention by Evangelical writers
than i t  has received.)

The Burning Bush
A. G.  ROSS

"The writer is the minister of Buccleuch and Greyfriars Free Church,
ldinburgh. This sermon was first published in "So we Preach" (Knox
Press, Edinburgh) and appears here by kind permission.

"...the bush burned with fire. and the bush wss not consumed"" 
(Exoctus 3:2)

This fami l iar  inc ident  which has become the badge of
Presbyterianism throughout the world blends in a beautiful way the
natural with the supernatural. The bush was probably an ordinary
bramble bush which, as Dean Stanley says, was the most characteristic
kind of vegetation in those parts. But the ordinary became extraor-
dinary, for the bramble bush became the sanctuary ol the l iving Cod.
The part of the Sinai desert became "holy ground" and was pronounc-
ed so by God Himself.

Like Moses we too are interested in this burning bush for God was in
it and from it revealed Himself to His Church as the l iving God. But
like Moses we need to turn aside to see and to hear. And as we do we are
immediately faced with :
(l) A mystery that astonishes us

It astonished Moses who was attending to his regular duties as a
shepherd in the area of the mountainous range of Horeb. "I wil l turn
aside and see this great sight." This was no ordinary sight for this was
no ordinary bush fire. Its significance reached down through the cen-
turies. Jacob when he was blessing Joseph entreated for him the "good-

wi l l  o f  Him that  dwel t  in  the bush" (Deut .  33:16) .  Jesus when d iscuss-
ing with the Sadducees the resurrection of thc dead referred them to this
incident (Luke 20:37). And Stephen in his able defence befbre the
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r. truocil recounted this phenomenon as an integral part of Old Testa-
:nent history and a turning point in the personal history of Moses
\cts  7:30-34) .
The first astonishing thing about the whole incident was of course

'rrat the bush which burned did not burn out. This, needless to say, had
;rothing to do with the bush itself. It could have been any bush. Nor was
rr astonishing that the bush was on fire. This could happen in our own
.ountry through the heat of the sun. The amazing thing was that the
bush was not consumed. Although the nature of f ire is to devour and
nurn up it was incapable of doing so in this instance. It was precisely
ihis inabil ity of the fire to devour the bush that constituted the mystery.
fhe scene was therefore not in the realm of the natural but the super-
natural. It lay outside the normal and entered the supernormal. And
this immediately plummets us into the realm of mystery. The super-
natural is above us and beyond us, and we can only stand and stare.

That this is so was the unqualif ied admission of Paul who said, "This

is a great mystery", when he was dealing with the supernatural relation-
ship between Christ and His Church (Eph. 5:32). Similarly, in speaking
of the supernatural nature of the resurrection of the body at the return
of  Chr is t  he acknowledged,  "Behold I  show you a mystery. . . . "  (1 Cor.
l 5 : 5 1 ) .

The second astonishing thing was that the Lord was in the bush (Ex-
od. 3:4) and that God who is a consuming fire did not see fit to consume
it. Indeed He saw fit not to consume it for our instruction and comfort.

But how could the glorious and mighty Lord be in a bush? And how
could He be there in the form of f ire? The mystery here is not of God
manifest in flesh but in fire and flame. This of course is matched by the
mystery of Pentecost when God the Holy Spirit appeared as cloven
tongues like as of f ire. But this present appearance of God to Moses was
not the only appearance of God to man before the incarnation. There
were several theophanies and each was clothed in mystery, as this one
was.

How good it is that we do not have to solve the mystery before we can
believe it. How good too that we do not have to solve the greatest
mystery of all before being blessed through it-"And without con-
troversy great is the mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh" (l
Tim. 3:16). Let us therefore bow reverently before the mystery here as
Moses did and decline to intrude where angels fear to tread.

But not only are we faced with a mystery that astonishes us but also
wi th:

(2) An emblem that instructs us
Unquestionably the mysterious is meant to be instructive. And while
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it is no one's province to attempt an analysis of the bush and the fire
(which is to miss the whole point) it is in everyone's wisdom to hear

rvhat God is saying to us out of the bush and to be taught by Him.

Two lessons may be noted here. lt is f irst an emblem of the existence

of the Church. This bush was not burning in the land of Canaan, a plea-

sant land florving u'ith milk and honey, but in the arid Sinai wilderness.

And so is the Church. The bush represents the Church in the wilderness

and not 1'et in glor,v. The Church commenced in the wilderness-in a
rvorld that kneu' not God-and wil l continue there unti l Christ, at His

coming, wil l take His people home. Likewise all who through grace are

members of the Church l ive in a desert situation and are strangers and
pilgrims in it. They are in a world that has deserted God (and is

therefore "desert") and upon which the wrath of God rests'

But the bush burning so brightly and unremittingly was not a tall

stately cedar rising majestically above the common vegetation of the

wilderness. It was just a humble bramble bush that kept very close to

mother earth and had no aspirations of grandeur.

Now this is quite significant for it reinforces the image of the Church

spelt out for us by St. Paul in writ ing to the Corinthian Church. The

Church is  composed of  "not  many wise men. . .mighty. . .noble" .  Indeed

God has seen fit to choose "the foolish things, the weak, the base (or

the insignificant), the despised, the things that are not, to bring to

nought things that are'".
How alien to this description of the composition of the Church is, for

example, the pomp and pomposity of some of its communions! Its

copes and mitres, its professional musicians, its impressive ceremonial

cbn find no support in Apostolic Christianity. How alien to the simplici-

ty that is in Christ! How proper, on the other hand, that humility and

simplicity should adorn the church and its ministry in all ages.

But this bush growing in the wilderness and lowly in its kind was a

bush on fire. And while the indwelling presence of God shone from the

bush with glory and majesty (for the glory of His presence could not be

hidden), nevertheless the fire was the symbol of something quite dif-

ferent. It was surely emblematic of "the affl iction of my people which

are in  Egypt"  (Exod.3:7,  Act  7:34) .  The f lames that  unsuccessfu l ly
l icked the bush in the wilderness signified the persecution to which the
people of God were being subjected in Egypt by a tyrannical Pharaoh'

And the cry of a persecuted people came to the ears of the Lord of

Sabaoth who raised up Moses and called him to be His people's

l iberator  at  the bush which was not  consumed.
But  the emblem is  inst ruct ive not  only  in  i ts  looking back to Israel  op-

pressed in Egypt but in looking forward to the Church persecuted by

the wor ld.  Down through the ages the g lor ious bodv of  Chr is t  has been
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irc'rs€cuted. Through the wilderness there moves a persecuted and an af_
tl icted people. Fire has ever followed the Church 

-or 
coo on its way to

the beautiful city of God. Singeing and burning have ever been the
Church's experience as it presses on to cod, and so it wil l be ti l l  the(-hurch militant becomes the Church triumohant.

But we have not yet reached the pith of the lesson. The bush not onlv
reprcsents the existence of the church but the continuing existence oi
the Church. "The bush was not consumeci".

The Church which God built on the rock is a church against which
thegates of hell shall not prevail. It is resistant to the flames-and fires of
persecution. It increases in the fire and is perpetuated in the devouring
tlame. The testimony of church history is eloquent on this and confirms
the apostolic observation in 2 Cor. 4:g, 9. "Troubled on every side yet
not distressed...perplexed but not in despair, persecuted but not for-
saken, cast down but not destroyed". It is utterly impossible for this to
happen for God has promised to present it io Aimself a glorious
church (conformed to the glorious humanity of the Son of Go'd), and
free from spot, or wrinkle. or any such thing-faultless und p.if.ct,
holy  and b lameless (Eph.  5:25 et  seq.) .

Glorious things of thee qre spoken,
Zion, city of our God!
He whose word cannot be broken
Formed thee for His own abocle.
On the Rock of Ages founcled,
Whqt can shake thy sure repose?
Witlt Sqlvqtion's wqlls surrounded,
Thou mayst smile at 0ll th! foes.

The unalterable purpose of God wil l yet be fulf i l led in the unutterable
delight of the Church. It cannot be otherwise for "Gocl is in the midst
of  her ;  she shal l  not  be moved" (ps.  46:5) .

But this church of which the burning bush is an emblem is made up
of individuals. The body of Christ has many members and what is true
of the body is true of the individual member. David's clear testimony
was, "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me
to glory" (Ps.73:24). If we belong to the Lord and are under His
guidance and tutelage it cannot but be that "afterward" we shall be
received into glory. Jesus is very explicit, "whosoever believeth in Hrm
should not  per ish but  have ever last ing l i fe"  (John 3:16) .

Let us take another look at the bush. In doing so we are faced not on-
ly with a mystery that astonishes us and with an emblem that instructs
us,  but  wi th:
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(3) A magnet that attracts us

It attracted N{oses.
First, it turned him qside (Exod. 3:3). He could not go on. He had to

go over to ,,see this great sight". Even before he heard the voice of God

he had to admit that it u'as a "great sight". And litt le did he think as he

approached the bush that defied the flames that he was to stand in the

pi . ten. .  o f  the l iv ing God.  God,  the God of  g lory,  the " l  am that  I  am"

iras there, and every sight of such a God is a great sight, for it was a

great God r.r 'ho r'r 'as there.
The Church where God is obviously and truly present is a great sight

because there is l i fe there. His glory can be seen and His voice can be

heard, and this is what attracts the attention of men in every age. Those

who esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in

Egypt are attracted to the place where His honour dwells. A Church

that is dead and lifeless may attract dead and lifeless people, but it has

no attraction for the people of God. One of the evidences of spiritual

l i fe within us is our desire to stand in God's presence on God's day and

be rid as far as possible of the pressures and other concomitants of a

world such as ours. Men and women with the faith of Moses are turned

aside with the prayer of David,

That I thy power maY behold,
and brightness of thY face,

As I have seen thee heretofore
within thy holy place.

The magnet unquestionably is "God in the midst"' And when we

turn aside it is to see no man but Jesus only.
But it not only turned him aside. It also led him to worship (Exod.

3:6). The place was pronounced "holy ground". The bush became a

sanctuary. And approaching as near as he dared, "Moses hid his face;

for he was afraid to look upon God". That is worship. It is a basic

characteristic of true worship to get down at His feet. By all means let

us sing unto the Lord: let us make a joyful noise unto the rock of our

salvation". But also "let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before

the Lord our  maker"  (Ps.  95: l -2) .  By a l l  means let  us come to the

throne of grace boldly; but with a boldness that is consecrated by

reverence for the One who sits upon the throne. As long as unholy peo-

ple l ike ourselves are on holy ground our boldness wil l take us as far as

thc footstool of His throne and that is as far as we need or dare ap-
proach.

t -et  us be watchfu l  therefore that  our  worship has in  i t  something of

th is  h id ing o l  thc f 'ace,  something of  the consciousness of  being in  the
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Irresence of the l iving God who is glorious in holiness. And let us never
Jonfuse spiritual worship with mere noise, fussy activity or outward
Jisplay; fbr true worship is marked by reverence, humility and adora-
rion in the presence of God. "Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to
iook upon God".

I do not ask you, who read these words, to what Church you belong.
But I do ask if you belong to rhe God Who dwelt in the bush, before
\\ 'hom Moses bowed. This is of supreme importance. If you believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, then you belong to His Church, and to a people
* hom He wil l never forsake, but wil l yet translate from the wildernlss
to that region where grows the "tree of l i fe which is in the midst of the
paradise of God".

Response to the Word
of God
HUGH J.  BLAIR

Dr. Blair is the minister of Ballymoney Reformed presbyterian church,
co. Antrim and a professor in the Reformed rheological Hall, Belfasr.

It is fatally possible to hear the Word of God and to do nothing about
it. That is one urgent lesson that comes from the story that is written in
I Kings 22. Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, had joined in what must have
been an uncomfortable all iance with Ahab, king of Israel, in an ar-
tempt, made at Ahab's behest, to wrest Ramoth-gilead from the
Syrians. For the godly king Jehoshaphat it was a foolish and
dangerous union, but he at least had the grace to suggest that they
should seek counsel from the Lord about their enterprise. .,Inquire, I
pray thee", he said, "at the word of the Lord today." And Ahab was
able to produce four hundred prophets who declared with one voice
that the project would be successful. Jehoshaphat was not convinced,
and asked, "Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we
might  inqui re of  h im?" There was one,  Micaiah,  the son of  Imlah,
who, after sarcastically tell ing Ahab to do what he wanted to do and to
go against Ramoth-gilead, brought the message that the project could
only end in disaster for Ahab. Ahab, however, persisted in going, and
devised his own plan to escape the doom which had been threatened: he
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disguised himself and rvent into battle as a common soldier. But God is

not mocked, for "a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the

king of  Israel  betrveen the jo ints  of  the harness. . .and he d ied at  even;

ancL the blood ran out of the u'ound into the midst of the chariot".

That ,  in  br ie f ,  is  the story,  and the three main characters in  i t

i l lus l rate three possib le react ions to the Word of  Cod.

I . .Vicuialt-the man v'ho brougltt lhe Word of God and paid for his

faith.fulness

The messenger who was sent  to  br ing Micaiah to the k ing le f t  h im in

no dor"rbt about rvhat he should do. " Behold now ' the words of the pro-

phets declare good unto the k ing wi th one mouth;  le t  thy word,  I  pray

thec. be l ike the r', 'ord of one of them, and speak that which is good."

But  Micaiah had h is  own standard:  "As the Lord l iveth,  what  the Lord

saith unto me, that rvil l  I speak". One of the greatest temptations that

comes to a preacher is to tell people what they want to hear, that they

are all r ight and that everything tvil l  be all r ight, when God's Word says

that they are not all r ight. There are times when it is necessary to say

*,hat Archbishop Bancroft said to Charles II as he lay dying in

\\ 'hitehall Palace. "lt is t ime to speak," said the fearless bishop, "for

you are about to appear before a judge who is no respecter of persons'"

Charles whispered back in agony, "But I dare not appear".
There are times when we must look the natural man in the face and

tell him that he is lost. But the false prophets had no such word for

Ahab, and the tragic outcome of that uas that they became, not

messengers for God, but messengers of Satan. God saw that Ahab was

determined in his rebell ion, and he allowed Satan to deceive him to his

destruction. Every preacher needs to go back again and again to the

solemn warning in Ezekiel 33:6-"If the watchman see the sword come,

and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword

come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his

in iqui ty ;  but  h is  b lood wi l l  I  requi re at  the watchman's hand".

Micaiah paid dearly for his faithfulness, for he was cast into prison,

but he delivered his soul from the guilt of the blood that, before night

came, was not only on the floor of Ahab's chariot but on the hands of

four hundred false messengers.

2. Jehoshaphal-the man who sought the Word of God and persisted in
his disobedience

The tragedy of Jehoshaphat l ies in what he might have accomplish-
ed, and indeed did accomplish, apart from one fatal compromise with

evi l .  The paral le l  chapters in  2 Chronic les.  par t icu lar ly  chapters 17,  l9

and 20.  te l l  o f  h is  reforms anci  h is  v ic tor ies,  h is  organisat ion of  the l i fe
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,rt the nation, and how in many things he did that which was right in the
.rght of the Lord. But there was one fatal f law, one thing in which he
lould not l isten to the Word of the Lord, though God spoke to him
,hout  i t  again and again.

What was his sin? 2 Chronicles l8:l tells us: "He joined affinity with
\hab", and he cemented that affinity by giving his son Jehoram in mar-
: iage to Athaliah the daughter of Ahab; and after Ahab's death he con-
:inued that affinity with Ahaziah, Ahab's son. Jusr one act of disobe-
.lrence, just one compromise with evil, but how distastrously it turned
,rut. It almost cost Jehoshaphat his l i fe, when the Syrian archers
rnistook him for the king of Israel: it brought the worship of Baal into
.ludah in the next generation (2 Chronicles 2l:6), and sti l l  more
Jisastrously  in  the generat ion fo l lowing (2 Chronic les 22:3,4) :  i t  cost
the l ives ofa l l  but  one of the grandsons of  Jehoshaphat  at  the hands of
\thaliah (2 Chronicles 22:10). So often it is the next generation, or the

generation after that, that pays the full price of a Christian's com-
promise with the world.

God spoke to Jehosphaphat about it again and again: Micaiah's
message; his narrow escape, when only his swift cry for help saved him
on the battlefield; the stern rebuke of another prophet, when he came
back to Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 19:2); the message of yet another pro-
phet, when a ship-building enterprise which he shared with Ahab's
godless son, Ahaziah, was brought to disaster (2 Chronicles 22: 35-37)
+-time after t ime God spoke to Jehoshaphat about this one thing, and
he paid no heed.

Jehoshaphat inquired at the word of the Lord, but in one area of his
life he refused to l isten to that word when it came. ls there any sin, any
compromise with the world, anything in our l ives, about which God has
been speaking to us, again and again, through His messengers, and by
His providences.

3. Ahab-the man who fought the Word of God and perished in his sin
God had only one word for Ahab-a word of judgement, directed

against him personally. Micaiah said that the men of Israel would return
to their houses in peace, but they would return without their master;
and when the king of Syria commanded his officers to "fight neither
with small nor great, save only with the king of Israel", he was focus-
sing the judgement of God on one man. And yet Ahab had the ef-
frontery to imagine that he could escape by the simple expedient of don-
ning a disguise. Cod's judgement could not be so easily evaded, and
when a certain man drew a bow at a venture, it was God's hand that
directed the arrow. And yet there was a way in which Ahab could have
escaped, and, more than that, he knew what it was. The closing verses
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of I Kings 2l tell how God's message of judgement was brought to
Ahab by Eli jah, and how Ahab "rent his clothes, and put sackcloth
upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly". It
\\ 'as! as Calvin calls it, a sham repentance, and yet-such is the amazing

-srace of God-on the strength of it, God postponed his judgement on
the house of Ahab ti l l  the next generation, as if to teach us what real
repentance can do. Ahab kneu'that the one way of escape was to repent
and turn to the Lord.  And so do we.  "Therefore we ought  to g ive the
more earnest heed to the thin-ss which we have heard, lest at any time we
should let them slip. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received a just recompence of
reu'ard; how shall \\ 'e escape if u'e neglect so great salvation?"

The Epistle to the Colossians
A. V.  McCANDLISH

The All sufficiency of Christ (Ch. 2 : v.v. 16-23)

This portion is a continuation of our last study which commenced at
verse 8 with the word "beware!" False teachers had come to Colosse
saying that Christ $'as not in Himself sufficient to save them. Paul said,
"Ye are complete in Him". He said, beware lest the enemy should take
you for his spoil. Beware lest he robs you of your greatest treasure, the
perfect Saviour. Now see how he continues.

"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of
a holy day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days, which are a
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ." v.v. 16,17.

These false teachers said that it was necessary for those who would be
saved to observe certain rules. They had a host of rules as to what
could, or could not, be eaten or drunk. To break any of them would
bring them into condemnation. They said it was necessary to observe
certain yearly festivals, monthly new moons, holy days, and the weekly
sabbaths. All this according to them was necessary to their salvation.
Paul says, Let no man judge you of these things, they were a shadow of
things to come. In the past God used them as visual aids to teach
elementary lessons. The restrictions on eating and drinking taught men
that indulgence of the appetites brought men into bondage, and debas-
ed, and polluted them. Deliverance from bondage could never come by
observing rules of diet. Christ alone could save lnen from sin, and make
them oure. The festivals of the Old Testament \\ 'ere also visual aids.
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Sacrifices, altar, and priest, all pointed to the need of a sacrifice to put
away sin, they pointed onward to the one and only sacrifice that could
really put away sin, the death of the Lord Jesus. Each festival set forth
some aspect of Christ's work, and of fellowship with God and with
men. The sabbath spoke of man's need for a weekly day of rest; and it
pointed forward to the rest of soul which Christ would give to those
men who would cease from their own works, and rest in His finished
rvork. It was not by observance of these rules, or observance of these
holy days that men could be saved, or brought into fellowship with
God. It was only through the work of Christ, and man's commitment to
Him. They were the visual aids that pointed to Christ and were fulfilled
in him. v.16 is not, let no man observe any of these ordinances any
more; but let no man judge you regarding them. The observance of the
*'eekly sabbath is not designed to store up merit towards our salvation;
but for the believer it is hallowed as a day of worship and fellowship, a
day when we rejoice to glorify Him. "Let no man beguile you of your
reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding in-
to those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up in his fleshly
m ind . "  v .  18 .

The word 'beguile' is a technical word, and is used of an umpire in
the stadium who robs the victor of his prize, by giving judgement in
favour of another. These false teachers were doing just this. They gave
their voice in favour of a voluntary humility; a self-conscious stooping-
down to assume a lower place. They were .ro very humble that they
would not venture to pray directly to Cod. They said they needed a long
line of mediators. They would only presume to pray to the very lowest
of these, in the hope that their prayer might be passed up the l ine; and
would perhaps at last reach the throne of God. They made much of
visions which they fancied they had seen, but were not real at all,-
"those things which he had not seen". They were proud of them, and
declared that they were revelations of secret things not revealed to or-
dinary men. They were puffed up with the thoughts of their own
spirituality; but they failed to give ro Christ His rightful place as perfecr
God, and perfect man; or to accept Him as their Saviour. Thus they
sought to rob Him of His victory over all the hosts of evil. So also they
would rob those who trusted in Christ for their salvation: rather they
awarded salvation to those rvho followed their rules.

"And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and
bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth
wi th the increase of  God."  v .19.

Their swollen self-conceit kept them from Christ; it always does. paul
said, "Ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and
power". v.10. Christ is not iust the head in the sense of beins the

21'�7
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supreme ruler, and first in order of precedence. "He is the head of the
body, the church." ch. l:18. He is in vital communion with every
member of His body. He is the source of our spirtual l i fe; it f lows from
Him direct to every member of His body. As in our bodies, each
member moves and acts, as directed by the brain-the head; and the
sensations of each member are telegraphed back to the head; so it is in
Christ's body. There must be absolute mutual communion between the
head and the members. As in the natural body, instantaneous paralysis

ensues upon the breakdown of this communion. It is through Christ
alone that we have fellowship with God, and through Christ it is main-
tained. It is in Christ, and by the Holy Spirit that we are brought into
communion with all others who truly believe; and He equips each one
with spiritual gifts, so we can take our appointed place in the body and
contribute something to its work.

"Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the
world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances'
touch not; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish with the using:
after the commandments and doctrines of men?" v.v.20-22.

Paul said, when you believed on the Lord Jesus you were united to
Him, so that you became a partaker of His death-His death became your

death, Rom. 6:3. As far as God is concerned you became dead to sin,
and dead to the world. You are only alive to him. So if you are dead
with Christ to the world and its elementary rules, why do you need to
act as if you were not dead? Why submit yourself to the first principles

of the world's kindergarten, touch no unclean thing, taste it not, touch
it not even with one of your fingers, it will make you unclean? All the
food you eat is perishing, even the food which is classed as clean; and
when you eat it, does it not pass through your body and become
unclean? All these things are perishing. These are not the rules of God,
but of men.

"Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in wil l worship, and
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying
of the flesh . ' '  v .23 .

They may give the impression of wisdom in promoting self-discipline,
and self-humiliation; but they do nothing to really conquer the
clamouring desires of the flesh; nor do they bring any glory to God.

Christ is all-sufficient for your salvation, you are complete, made
perfect, in Him, and only in Him. If you would give glory to God, then
see to it that Christ is given His rightful place. "In all things He must
have the preeminence."
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The Christian Family
A Series of expositions from Ephesians Chapters 5 and 6

J. K. DAVIES

IV. "LEAVING AND CLEAVING'' AND THE PLACE OF "IN-

L-AWS". Ephesians 5:31-32.
l. "Leoving and cleoving" (Genesis 2:24) Ephesians 5:31.
(a) One flesh.

The relationship between husband and wife is more intimate than any
other. All other human relationships are subordinate to marriage. It is
the bond of a common life, for husband and wife become one
"flesh"-one being. In verse 3l the Apostle Paul quotes from Genesis
2:24 to emphasise the closeness of the relationship between Christ and
His Church, and to emphasise that Christ's relationship with His
Church and what He has done to save it underlines every part of our
lives, even the marriage bond. The union of Christ and His Church sets
the physical union between husband and wife and the sexual act in the
context of a love so deep, so self-sacrif icing, so tender and pure as to
raise marriage to heights of respect and dignity rare in our generation.
What we who are Christians must never forget is that consistent Chris-
tian living touches every part of our lives-even sexual matters!

"And they two shall be one flesh"-impurity and adultery are here
condemned totally. Originally one flesh, with Eve taken from Adam, in
marriage man and woman became one flesh again. They become, in a
remarkable way, a part of one another. Adam's fulness was Eve, for he
was incomplete without her. Man needed a woman to complete himself,
for God declared it was not good for him to be alone. From this we
may, therefore, infer that celibacy, and the unmarried state as a whole,
has to be a special gift of God. This principle of oneness is vital to a
proper understanding of marriage. Without it many modern marriages
fail. In marriage a new unity comes into being, a union of two formerly
separate people who now became a part of one another in a relationship
which is completely unlike any other human relationship.

(b) A new relationship.

When two people get married, two things happen-there is the break-
ing up of previous temporary relationships, and there is the setting up
of the new permanent relationship.

The man leaves his father and mother (and so does his wife). That
relationship must now be severed effectively-not totally, but effective-
ly. The original relationship in the old home will not now continue. The
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man becomes the head of a new family, a new home, a new decision-
making unit. Man as a husband is no longer in the subservient position
required of a son in his parents' home. He is now the head of a new
family. His wife does not have the same extensive adjustment to make.
The respect she once gave to her parents she now gives to her husband.
He is now the authority over her, not her father or mother. This true
biblical pattern will be misunderstood by many, and wives will be told
they are foolish and may be ridiculed for submitting to a husband's
authority. Pa-v no attention to such things, for this is the wil l of the
Lord for you (see I Peter 3:6).

There is nothing more drastic in the realm of human relationship
than this. A man who gets married leaves the former relationship and
now assumes a new dignity, a new headship, and he should be treated as
such. But he not only leaves his parents, he cleaves to his wife. That
means he is joined to her as a permanent unity. See Matthew
19:6-"What God has joined together let no man put asunder". Mar-
riage is to be a permanent relationship and nothing but death must be
allowed to break the unity of it.

Parents must now understand that their son's first loyalty is to his
wife, and their daughter's f irst loyalty is to her husband. Parents must
not interfere in this new relationship. Their son is something different
now, he is a husband with a wife to lead and in due time children to
guide. Advice may be given, and will be received gratefully, but there
must never be interference. Parents must honour the new authority
structure of the new family and as grandparents when children come
along they must never undermine the authority and position of the
young parents.

Neither husband nor wife should become embroiled in the intimale
affairs of either former family as once they did, for they are a new
family now which needs to establish its own characteristics, style, prac-
tices, preferences, decisions and way of life. That style and way of life is
to be determined by the husband and wife, not their parents, or their
children when they come along. Modern society has raised the parent-
child relationship above that of husband and wife and has become
child-centred in the process. Children are therefore able to manipulate
their parents, and parents are often blind to what is happening. The
problem becomes acute when the children leave home or get married,
for the parents left behind hardly know each other. They are almost
strangers and have to get to know one another again. But often it is too
late.

Another "spin-off" from this parent-child emphasis is the resent-
ment felt by a mother or father at the daughter-in-law or son-inlaw
who has "taken away" their son or daughter. A useful motto might be,
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"The best way to be a good father to your children is to be a good hus-
band to their mother". Children need most of all to see their parents as
those who know how to love one another and live with one another. For
how else will those children learn to build solid marriages for
themselves? Jokes about mothers-in-law are all too true, but often the
man's mother is a worse problem than the woman's. It is a great
tragcdy to see two women fighting over the same man-his mother and
his wife. Only-sons are in a particular difficulty in this area, all too
often. But the son must leave! He is to cleave to his wife! And to her
a lone!

Even where parents remain in close geographical proximity to their
married children, this principle must never be violated. Living under the
same roof is not expedient or wise, but it may be necessary in order to
honour the abiding principle in the fifth commandment ("honour thy
father and thy mother") especially by care of them in old age. But
parents and the younger couple must still ensure that this principle is
adhered to. The husband is his wife's, and she is his, f irst and foremosr.

Let us consider this principle a little more and from another angle.
Because the husband-wife relationship is permanent and the parent-
child relationship is more temporary, young people should not demand
too much of their parents' time and attention. They should let them
spend time alone together so they can prepare themselves for the time
when their children will have left home. In that way they may even
"look forward" to their children leaving home, although they will only
want them to go when they are ready for it, they won't want to "get rid
of them" or anything of that kind, before they are right for it. It is vital
for parents to realise that their children are only "loaned" to them for a
few years after which time they will be married to someone else for
many years. It is an important question for all parents to face while
their children are still with them-what would happen to your marriage
if your children were suddenly taken from you? Do you have enough
together now to l ive together happily without them, just the two of you?
Start practising now! Husbands, spend time with your wives, take them
out sometimes, just the two of you, and do it soon!

2. A great mystery. Ephesians 5:32.

As always Paul takes us to sublime heights of thought as we consider
areas of human life, for he directs our attention to the Lord Jesus
Christ, as he writes about Christian marriage. In referring us back to
Adam and Eve Paul gets us thinking about their relationship as one
flesh. Eve being made from the body of Adam was his fulness. She
completed him. So it is with every married man. His wife completes
him. So too is it with Christ. This is a great mystery, as Paul says. In
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Ephesians li23 the Church is described as the fulness of Christ. Ob-
viously there is no lack in Christ's person as the eternal Son of God. In-
deed, there is no lack in Him in any sense. But as Mediator and Saviour
He is not "full" without the Church. A Saviour must have someone to
save, or He is not a Saviour. A Shepherd must have sheep, or he is not a
Shepherd. So, the Church is the fulness of Christ.

He waits for His enemies to become His footstool (Psalm I l0:l: Mat-
thew 22:44; I Corinthians 15:25; Hebrews l:13). He waits for the
"fulness of the Gentiles" and "all Israel" to be saved (Romans
ll:25-26). So when Paul speaks of husband and wife becoming one
flesh he can speak of that as illustrating the mystery of Christ and His
Church. Christ left His heavenlv home for His bride....

"....from hesv'n He came and sought her
To be His holy bride,
lMfth His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died". (5.J. Stone)

....so that we could be one with Him-of His flesh and of His bones
(v.30). In union with Him we share in His presence at His Father's right
hand (Ephesians 2:6). What privileges we have in Him! Because He
loved us and gave Himself for us (v.25) we live with the life of Christ.
Surely that gives to Christian marriage a perspective quite beyond the
imagination of the natural man. Christ's life in us and with us day by
day, involved in all the affairs of the home, in all the crises, the pains
and sorrows, and sharing too in all the joys, success and delights, makes
Christian marriage a wonder to the world and a display of the glory of
God.

Upon the Word I rest,
Each Pilgrim day;

This golden staff is best
For all the way.

What Jesus Christ hath sDoken.
Cannot be broken.

F. R. Havergal.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

To Pray or Not To Pray

King Asa of Judah was a good man who obeyed God's laws.
He made many improvements in his land and gathered together a

large army to defend his country-over half a million brave soldiers,
some with spears and some with bows and arrows.

Asa heard information one day that Zerah from Ethiopia was on the
march with one million soldiers and three hundred chariots.

Asa's army prepared for battle. The king was very afraid. Zerah had
almost twice as many soldiers. Asa's chances of success were very slim.

Before the battle even started, Asa used his strongest weapon. He
prayed to the Lord. "O Lord", he prayed, "it is nothing with Thee to
help whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, O
Lord our God; for we rest on Thee and in Thy name we go against this
multitude. O Lord, Thou art our God, let not man prevail against
Thee."  (2 Chronic les 14: I  I . )

The Lord heard Asa's prayer and answered him swiftly. The Lord
dealt with the Ethiopians before Asa did anything. They turned and
fled. Asa's soldiers chased them for a time and the Ethiopains were
completely beaten. Asa and his army had a great victory given to them
by the Lord Cod.

When you have a problem or difficulty do you do what Asa did? Do
you pray to the Lord to help you? "He is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think" (Eph. 3.20).

How often we try to work out the answers to our problems first, in-
stead of taking them to Jesus straight away.

Some time later a man called Azariah came to speak to King Asa' He
encouraged Asa to continue seeking the Lord. "The Lord is with you,
while you be with Him; and if you seek Him, He wil l be found of you;
but if you forsake Him, He wil l forsake you" (2 Chron. l5:2). "Be

strong too," he added, "and your work shall be rewarded" (2 Chron.
1  5  : 7 ) .

Asa took courage at these words and destroyed the heathen idols that
some of his people worshipped. He also renewed the altar of the Lord,
where the true Cod was worshipped.

Asa and his subjects met together and made an agreement to seek the
Lord God with all their heart and all their soul.

There was great rejoicing throughout the land when the people found
the Lord. The Lord gave them peace and prosperity.



224 Gospel Magazine

It is your duty too to seek the Lord just as Asa and his people did.
The Lord has promised that those that seek Him early shall find Him.

Towards the end of his life Asa made two sad mistakes. His country
had a disagreement with King Baasha of Israel. Asa did not plead with
the Lord to help him as he had done before. Instead he made a bargain
with the king of Syria. He wanted to buy his help with silver and gold.

Hanani, a wise man, came to King Asa and told him plainly that he
had done a foolish thing and that his country would suffer for it. Asa
was very angry with Hanani for saying this and he threw him into
prison.

Then Asa had a severe disease in his feet. But he made a mistake
again by not asking the Lord to help him. He asked his doctors to make
him better. What good could they do without God's help?

What is your first thought when you are ill or have a problem? Do
you ask the Lord to help you first? All too often our first action is to
'phone the doctor or to ask a friend for help. Doctors and other means
are very good of course and are a blessing from the Lord. But without
God's help we can do nothing. "Our help is in the name of the Lord"
(Psalm 124:8).

We should learn from Asa's example to pray especially in times of
trouble and to seek the Lord always.

We should also be warned to avoid the mistakes that Asa made.
"For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our

learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scripture might
have hope." (Romans l5:4.)

Here is a puzzle for you to try. Fill in the blanks in the following
sentences.

l. The word of God is called the Sword of the ___ (Eph. 6:17.)
2. Those that seek me -___- shall f ind me. (Proverbs 8:17.)
3. God commands all men to repent. (Acts 17:30.)
4. Asa was the ____ of Judah. (2 Chron. 16:7.)
5. Without it is impossible to please God. (Hebrews. l l :6.)
6. God says that He will __ us and teach us in the way that we

should go. (Psalm 32:8.)
7. Our help is in the of the Lord. (Psalm 124:8.)

8. The Bereans searched the scriptures (Acts l7:11.)

If your answers are correct the intial letters will form two words
which are found in Matthew 7:7.
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Alexander Macleod of Uig
G. N.  M. COLLINS

we are grateful to Professor collins of Edinburgh for this interesting
article. It will have a special appeal to our many readers in the
Highlands and Islands of Scotland.

It is New Year's Day 1829, and the minister of Uig in the Island of
Lewis deems it an appropriate occasion for counting and acknowledg-
ing his blessings. In his study, with his diary open before him, he thinks
back on all the way by which the Lord has led him since, forty-five
years previously, on the other side of the Minch, which separated the
Island of Lewis from the western sea-board of the Scottish mainland,
the news of his birth had been circulated among the kindly community
of Balchladich in Sutherland.

There is much, of course, that l ies beyond the reach of his memory,
and there were several incidents of early life that seemed of little ac-
count at the time, and yet which come back to him now with a orofound
signi l icance.

He takes up his pen and begins to set down his thoughts on paper,
little knowing that these pages will outlast himself and be read by oiher
eyes after he is gone. For his purpose in writ ing is merely to stir up his
own soul to praise God for the mercies of his pilgrimage. ,,Cive a
retrospective view, O my immortal soul" he writes, ,,to Jehovah's
wonderful care of thee since ever you came into the world."

Some events in his review stand out with special prominence, and we
wish he had told us more about them. .,When eight, nine and ten years
of age, think of the instances you remember in which the law of nature
was checking you then, when you committed any actual sin-sabbath
or week-day-though you were then a stranger to grace."

The next references are more explicit, ,,Think of how early you were
put to school in a remote district of the country, but under the religious
instruction of pious parents and teacher. Think of how circumspectly
they watched over your education and morals during your years of
minority, and consider how strictly for your benefit they regard the laws
of Cod and man, and trained you to pay a reverential regard to the
former, and due respect to the later, as thy Lord commands."

Then come allusions to early religious impressions made upon him in
his middle and late 'teens, and to times of private prayer when he was so
profoundly moved that he was made "a fountain of unceasing tears and
love that could not be stopped in the presence of God".

From these jottings we can gather that Alexander Macleod was made

) ) \
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aware from early youth of his need of salvation, and of God's provision

to meet the need. The ministry of John Kennedy, later minister of

Kil learnan, was particularly blessed to him, and visits to Ferintosh'

ningwall and other centres irequented by the great communion gather-

ings of those days, did much to develop his Christian l ife and character.

His apprehension of a call to the ministry of the Gospel duly followed,

and he recalls how he went to Edinburgh without money in his purse or'

to his knowledge, any friend awaiting him there. Yet he recalls, in his

soliloquy, "how soon the Lord raised friends for you there, and m.oney

as you needed, to prosecute your education unti l i t was finished".

MARRIAGE

A cryptic reference to his marriage is elucidated for us in the sketch of

his life and ministry which appears in Norman C. Macfarlane's

ipoittrt of the Norti. "Call to mind," he writes, "all the particulars of

1r,yn]u.riuge, which took place in November 1914, the singular cir-

cumstance *itt'r *t i.tt it was attended in all its bearings, and the

iemartabte interpositions of thy mighty Lord for thy protection and for

accomplishing tlie desire of thy heart at this critical event'"

This entry brings to light a romantic strain in Alexander Macleod that

few would have suspected. From College, he had gone (on the recom-

mendation of the college Principal) to the Isle of Skye to become tutor

to the sons of a well-to-do farmer there. But while giving conscientious

attention to his young charges he developed an interest of a different

kind in their eider iister. His tender feelings for her were fully

ieciprocated, but what could they do about it? Paternal consent to their

mairiage was quite out of the question' Who was this impecunious

tutor t iat he should aspire to the hand of a well-born lady? The lovers

decided to solve the problem in the only way possible. They eloped! For

a short time after their marriage they lived in lowly surroundings in

Ed inbu rgh ,and then removed to theb r i dge room,sna t i vepa r i sho fAs -
iynt *tt.:.", for three years, they l ived in a poor thatched cottage' Mrs'

Mac leod ' s fam i l ywere fu r i ous .He r fa the rd idh i su tmos t tokeeph i s
;;;_i;_l;* being called to a parish, and one of her brothers actually

waylaid him to 5e avenged of | im. But under the shielding hand of God

the danger to the young couple passed, and the offending tutor was

forgiven and accePled.

PROBLEMS

But th i swason l yoneo f thep rob lems tha tA lexande rMac leodhad to
face before he realised his ambition to enter the ministry'

The minister of Assynt at the time was wil l iam Mackenzie. Macken-

zie was of the,,Moderate" school, and one of the worst speclmens ot
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that party. In a worldy kind of way, he was not insensitive to the needs
of his parishioners-needs, as his contribution to Sinclair 's Statisticat
.Account of Scotland reveals; were many and great but his concern for
the salvation of his flock was nowhere in evidence. For,,parson
Will iam" took his pastoral responsibil i t ies l ightly, and much of his sti-
pend went in maintaining his supply of intoxicating l iquor. But he had a
ministerial assistant, and to him most of the pastoral work was assign-
ed .

It providentially happened that in 1806 the assistant was John Ken-
nedy, later the gracious minister of Kil learnan, and father of the yet
more famous Dr. John Kennedy of Dingwall. John Kennedy's labours
in Assynt were signally blessed from the outset. Two of the young men
who professed spiritual indebtedness to him were Alexander Macleod
and Norman Macleod, although Norman, in his Separatist days, turned
against him. Norman was the senior of the Macleods, and by far the
more dominating personality, with the result that Alexander came very
much under his influence.

Norman set off for Aberdeen, and, later, Edinburgh, to study for the
ministry, but became alienated from the Established Church by what he
saw of her wider ministrations. Actually, the Evangelical Revival had
begun in the Church, and signs of spiritual spring-time were beginning
to appear, but Norman was blind to the promise. The Church was
thoroughly bad, and he would have nothing more to do with it-not, at
least, as a minister within its communion! So he struck out on his own
and began to hold meetings in different districts of his native parish.
The extremist will always find a following, and Norman found one even
in his own country and among his own friends. His denunciations of the
parish ministers appealed to them, for the conduct of their own parish
minister had the effect of making Norman's accusations stick. And as
for John Kennedy, if he was all that his admirers claimed for him, why
was he serving with a man who had such an unsatisfactory reputation?

Some of the more sapient people of Assynt held their ground. Nor-
man's denunciations were too sweeping. He made no distinction bet-
ween the wheat and the tares and would have pulled them up and
destroyed them together. If Will iam Mackenzie was all that a minister
of the Gospel ought not to be, John Kennedy was their idea of what the
Gospel minister ought to be, and the Lord had honoured his work. And
they well knew that there were others l ike him-faithful men whose
prayers and labours were maintaining an evangelical witness in a trying
and testing time. So they decided not to separate.

Alexander Macleod had been swept into Norman's following to begin
with, but as time went on he had his misgivings. He could not cast aside
his spiritual guide, John Kennedy, as l ightly as Norman had done;
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besides, there were some deeply exercised Christians in the parish who
had taken the matter to prayer and claimed to have had special intima-
tions from God as to their duty. And that was to support the godly

minority in the ministry who were contending for the faith, and whose
labours had the distinct seal of heaven.

ORDINATION

Before he was licensed by the Presbytery of Tongue, Alexander
Macleod was required by the Presbytery to renounce the separatist
tenets of Norman. That was enough for Norman! Alexander was cast
on to the scrap-heap with the rest! If he deigned to refer to him at all i t
was with disdain. A man so lacking in militancy was not worthy of
respect! "A chaora mhsol" (the hornless sheep) he used to call him.

Their ways parted. Norman led a company of his followers to Nova
Scotia where he formed a community of exiles over whom he ruled as
with a rod of iron. In America he found a Presbytery (that of Genesee)
sufficiently worthy to iuy hands upon his rash head and ordain him to
the ministry. Later, he set out for Australia with some of his flock to
establish a similar community there. But Australia was not to his l iking,
so he moved on to Waipu, in New Zealand, where he founded a
Presbyterian cause and a community of excellent Scottish emigrants
among whom his word was law.

But that is another story, and it is has been told in ample and in-
teresting detail by various writers. Alexander Macleod's course was less
spectacular, but it left a record of God-glorifying service in the annals
of Highland evangelisation. His first two pastorates were of short dura-
tion. In 1819 he was ordained to the charge of the Gaelic Chapel,
Dundee; and in l82l he was translated to Cromarty. His ministry in Uig
began three years later.

The Island of Lewis needed such a man as Mr. Macleod was. Its
pulpits, at the time, were occupied, for the most part, by men whose
prelections did l itt le to enlighten their hearers in the Gospel. Mr.
Macleod was warned, before ever he set foot in the parish of Uig that
nobody there knew anything about Christianity except one herd-boy,

and he was reputed to be off his head! The said herd-boy, it may be
remarked in the passing, was Malcolm MacRitchie, who later became
revered as the minister of Knock.

lf Mr. Macleod thought that his informant had exaggerated, he was
given ample reason to change his mind. Uig was indeed in a sorry
plight. The religion of the people he found to be a compound of
Romanism, Deism and sheer paganism. They told the minister that they

believed there were seven sacraments. They regarded the death of Christ
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as an unnecessary waste. They paid their homage regularly to the sun
and moon. They bought and sold whisky and tobacco at the church
door after the Sabbath services. And when Mr. Macleod called upon an
elder to lead in prayer at the first prayer-meeting which he had held in
the parish he could scarcely believe his ears when the poor man
besought the Lord to let a ship be wrecked on their rocky shores so that
they might benefit from its cargo! Yet there were upwards of 800 com-
municant members in the congregation.

Rightly concluding that the primary need of his people was elemen-
tary and systematic instruction in the Gospel, Mr. Macleod decided to
discontinue the dispensation of the Lord's Supper among them until
they began to show some understanding of the significance of the or-
dinance, and "bring forth fruits meet for repentance". His Presbytery
opposed him, but he held to his decision with gratifying results. A new
interest appeared among the people. Their church attendance improv-
ed, and an unwonted seriousness appeared to settle upon them.

TIMES OF REFRESHINC

Let us hear from himself what happened when the sacrament of the
Lord's Supper was again dispensed in Uig. It was in June 1827. He
writes, "Yesterday the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was ad-
ministered in this place, and much of the presence of the Lord appeared
in the congregation... There were no more than twenty communicants
in all. The whole of the unworthy communicants kept back, and a great
many of our young converts did not take upon them to come forward.
The congregation was much impressed through the whole day. When
the elements were presented, there appeared as a shower of revival from
the presence of the Lord through the whole congregation...But all this
might be called the commencement of what happened afterwards, for
when our young converts saw the uncommon liberty that was granted to
the pastors in addressing those who sat at the table, they were still more
impressed and filled as it were with new wine and holy solemnity. Much
disappointment now appeared among several of them that they had not
taken out tokens, and so were not prepared to come forward. Pungent
conviction, towards the evening, took hold of some of them fcr not
obeying Christ's command. It was a night ever to be remembered in this
place, in which the whole of it was spent in religious exercises, whether
in private or together with others, in cases mingled with unusual in-
stances of joy and sorrow. While these things were carried on, the
ungodly themselves were in tears, and iniquity for a time dwindled into
nothing, covered her brazen face and was greatly ashamed."

Dr. John MacDonald, of Ferintosh, preached on the following day,
taking as his text John 16:22-"And ye now therefore have sorrow, but
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I wil l see you again, and your hearts shall rejoice." "The Lord's
people," recalls Mr. Macleod, "were greatly impressed and refreshed by
this sermon; and they descended from the mount with songs and
praises."

Tidings of these happenings in Uig spread throughout the Island and
attracted vast crowds of people to the services, especially at communion
times. Some came to mock, but remained to pray. Lives were changed.
God's cause was strengthened. The Word of the Lord had free course
and was glorified. For many generations, Lewis has been an emigrant
isle, forced by circumstances, mostly economic, to give many of its best
sons and daughters to lands overseas. By these exiles the influence of
Alexander Macleod was extended to lands upon which he had never set
foot, for those young people carried with them the teaching which had
brought them into the family of God in their homeland and shared it
with those who became their neighbours in the lands of their adoption.

DISRUPTION

Alexander Macleod's pre-occupation with the evangelisation of his
island parish did not mean that he lost contact with the wider life of the
Church. The struggle over Patronage reached its climax during his Uig
ministry, and when the hour of decision came in 1843 he cast in his lot
with the Free Church of Scotland which then came into being. The
entire congregation followed him-all except two women, one of whom
was in her hundredth year. So the locals called the remanent congrega-
tion "the church of the hundred and one!"

In 1844 Mr. Macleod accepted a call to Lochalsh Free Church, and,
three years later, to Rogart Free Church, where he remained for the rest
of his ministry. In these later charges there were no such scenes of
revival as there had been at Uig; but his ministry continued to bear the
distinct seals of Divine acknowledgment to the very end.

Very little is left to us from which to judge the quality of his
preaching, but what little there is fiust four sermons) shows him to have
been skil led in the art of "rightly dividing the word of truth". His ob-
vious aim is to bring his hearers face to face with Christ and, as Ruther-
ford would say, "to bring on a fair match" between Him and them.
There is nothing to suggest that he was a man of oustanding gifts; but
rather that as a captive of the love of Christ he consecrated his all to the
Master whose yoke he had taken.

Norman C. Macfarlane gives us a parting glimpse of him. He writes,
"l remember his visit to the Lews shortly before his death. He stood,
with frailness, in the pulpit of the old Free Church at Stornoway. His
voice had lost its sweet ring and his message had the note of farewell,
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and all over him were the blossoms of the grave! But it was a great thing
for a lad to rest his eyes on this Apostle of the Lews, and to hear a voice
that had carried life and grace to multitudes of men and women who
have been, and wil l continue to be, the supreme glory of the Island."

The warm after-glow of Alexander Macleod's ministry lingers still in
the favoured isle to which he save such devoted service.

New Testament Christians
,MORE THAN CONOUEROR^S'

S. MALCOLNI fOXAS

To conclude this short series on New Testament Christians, I have
decided to consider a phrase in Romans 8:37 which is a single word in
the Greek language (upernikao) 'More than conquerors'. We have
discovered a number of things from the New Testament regarding chris-
tian experience. The christian life is a life of unparalleled blessing. It is a
vocation of honoured responsibility and fierce conflict. Yet we must
remember in times of joy and especially in seasons of difficulty that the
christian life is a calling that enjoys surpassing victory.

The glory of this victory is such that the apostle coins the word uper-
nikao in attempting to describe it. The actual word appears nowhere
else in the New Testament. To this word and its theme, I want to briefly
call your attention.

First of all the word group to which this phrase belongs denotes, vic-
tory or superiority whether it is used physically or spiritually, whether in
times of conflict or peaceful competition. For example the concept of
victory in battle is one heavily written into the pages of the Old Testa-
ment. The victory spoken of these is God's, I Chronicles .29 'Thine O
Lord is  the greatness. . . .power. . . .g lory. . . .v ic tory. . . . . ' .  So when Israel
and the prophets enjoyed victory, it was because it was God's. God
assured Ezekiel in Ezekiel. 3:8 with the words, '....behold I have made
thy face strong against their faces'. In other words it was God who
made the prophet victorious over all those who opposed him. Likewise
in the New Testament it is clear that God's will for the christian is that
he should enjoy this victory experimentally through the energising
power of the Holy Spirit. The foe arrayed against the believer is power-
ful, subtle, well marshalled and capably led, yet the christian is a
supreme victor through Christ who has met them all and overcome
them for us. The apostle rejoiced in this in I Corinthians
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c.15:57....thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ'.

Now I want to call your attention more particularly to this phrase in

its immediate context. ln doing so I propose to consider three related

matters regarding the nature of the christian's victory. They are, 'The

Scope of the Victory'- 'The Splendour of the Victory' and, 'The

Source of the Victory'.

THE SCOPE OF THE VICTORY

The extent of the believer's victory is explained by the words ' in all
these things'. Now 'all these things' are l isted for us in Romans 8:35/36
' t r ibu lat ion,d is t ress,  persecut ion. . . . famine. . . .nakedness. . ' .per i l ' . .sword
.....slaughter'. Now in the midst of these things the believer is vic-

torious. Whilst the christian is a super-conqueror, he is not exempt
trials. What is more the pain that comes with such trials is felt acutely

by the believer. Paul lived a victorious life as a christian and a servant of

God, but he also experienced sufferings and distress that caused him

much pain. Young christians and older christians need to grasp that bet-

ween 'Justif ication'. where sin does not condemn and the 'Glorif ica-

tion' where sin does not exist, is the path of suffering. Whether the suf-

fering comes in the form of tribulation, distress or death itself, the chris-

tian is a super-victor and with Paul they can say, 'O death where is thy

sting, O grave where is thY victorY'?

THE SPLENDOUR OF THE VICTORY
Paul was not content to say that we are conquerors' He had to say,

'we are more than conquerors'. Of this phrase Professor Murray wrote,
,what is stressed is the superlative of victory'. In whatever realm we care

to think, in a contest or competit ion there can be more than one result.

You can suffer shameful defeat, you can gain a draw, or even a bare

win and sometimes a resounding victory. For the apostle the christian's
victory is a resounding triumph. Too often we look upon the result of a

contest in the 'f ight of faith' as mere escape, perhaps by the skin of our

teeth. ln fact it is victory and that not merely but completely and
gloriously. Our enemy, the Adversary is incessant in his attacks. As a

master strategist his schemes are well thought out and ordered and

cleverly executed, their purpose being to lay the believer low. Never-

theless his designs are overthrown. For through the grace of God we

are vested with all the laurels of victory perceived only by those with

eyes to see. Again John Murray wrote, "In every encounter with adver-

,ity, eu"n with the hosti l i ty that is unto death, the victory is unqualif ied.

Unbelievable! Yes, indeed, were it not for the transcendent factors
perceived by faith!" This is the splendour and magnificence of the

believer's victory.
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THE SOURCE OF THE VICTORY

Our victory can always be traced back to the love of Christ, through
Him who loved us! The love of Christ spoken of here points back to
that supreme manifestation of it towards us in the death of the cross.
Conscious of this love Paul wrote in Galatians 2:20....the Son of God
loved me and gave himself for me! In the death of Christ all the forces
of earth and hell were arrayed against Him. To the material eye and for
a time it seemed as if His foes had won the day. But in the resurrection
the darkness of seeming defeat was gloriously transformed into the
bright dawn of unparalleled victory. We read in Colossians. 2:15'regarding the death of the cross,'....spoiled principalit ies and powers
making a show of them openly, triumping over them in it!

We must also remember that Christ overcame as the God-Man. In
other words He fought and won for us. Horatius Bonar wrote, ,,I
know, I know, I shall be more than victor through Him who won the
fight for me!" lt is the Victor Christ who turns the martyrs cross into
the victor's crown. On his death bed Oliver Cromwell was heard mur-
muring again and again, 'I am conqueror and more than conqueror
through Christ who loveth me! Some of his last words were, ,,God is
good, indeed He is!" Will iam Hendrikson quotes a verse of a hymn in
his commentary on Romans by Mervil l  Gates (1886) that seems to say it
all: 

Thy love to me, o christ,
lhy love to me,
Not mine to thee, I plead,
Not mine to thee.
Ihis is my comfort strong,
This is my joyful song,
fhy love to me,
Thy love to me.

The Victorious Christ is the source of the believer's power and the secret
of his victory. This is New Testament christianity.

God is-

Faithful in His promises.
Sovereign in His purposes.
Unfail ing in His power.
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Book Reviews
Living Words in Ephesians, Dr. Wayne Detzler, Evangelical Press'

l 40pp .  f 2 .15 .
Dr .De tz le r ' sL i v i ngWords inEphes ianshasmany fea tu res tocom-

mend i t .Hehasbeensuccess fu l i np romo t i ngapopu la r i sedconcep to f
l lglUt" Dicrionary". Those of us familiar with Arndt and Gingrich (to

which the author acknowledges his indebtedness), Kittel or other forms

of Bible Word-books have oiten had recourse to use them as sources of

reference but in our necessary pursuits have found these throwing up in-

teresting facets of the whole spectrum of biblical revelation. Dr. Detzler

has deviloped and popularized this idea. In relatively short compass., he

has taken iome important Bible words and opened up their meaning.

The delightful thing is that, in reading this l i tt le book, we are involved

in the sa;e profitable mental exercise as in searching a theological dic-

tionary, without the usual attendant feeling that it is a chore'

es wett as being a Bible word-study, the book is also, in part' an ex-

porii io.t of the .i i ttt.. With many of the terms examined' which all

.ota .onracutively from Ephesians, the author traces their use

ihroughout the entire letter. This means that the reader has more than a

fair giasp of the meaning of the key themes of Ephesians, such as' the

chuich, grace, loue, unity, l ight, submission, and fulness' As a bonus'

he is coriversant with thi root meaning of the term and usually has a

glimpse of its context not only in this letter but through the New Testa-

i-,eni una somerimes in the gi6le generally as well. The way in which the

phrases in Ephesians are related to occurrences of a similar theme in

other passagis is most helpful, and l iterally "compares scripture with

scripture".
rrr. popularisation of quite heavy theological material is accomplish-

ed through the author's l ively and homely style ably spiced with helpful

i l lustratiSns. The 'blurb' on the cover claims that the "book manifests

both the warmth of a pastoral heart and the analytical penetration of a

theological mind". This claim is borne out in the contents'

Theiook is also a compendium of pithy sayings: "Biblical faith is a

veritable garden of spiritual hues and scents" (p'43); "The-re is no
'school-leiving age' for the believer."'" (p'90); "Breathe the-word
,piedestinatioi ' und normally placid people start to seethe" (p.16); "l l

t i re  Bib le is  the Chr is t ian 's  d iet ,  prayer  is  h is  breath ing"  (p.132) .  Dr .

Detzler wants his book to help "sunday School teachers, lay preachers

and serious students of the Bible" (Preface). It should do so admirably'

ihe combination of exegetical skil l , racy and attractive presentation

and overal l  b ib l ica l  balance should accompl ish th is '  
R.E.H.U.
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Pope or Gospel, David Samuel, Marshalls l58pp, fI.95.

This is a timely publication, explaining the differences between the
Gospel way and the Pope's way. The points in question are not
peripheral. They concern the basic tenets of the faith.

Mr. Samuel asks the questions: Is the Reformation sti l l  relevant?
Has the Roman church changed her stance on the disputed doctrines?
Can Protestants now welcome the Pope, and share in his leadership of a
Lrnited christendom? These are important questions and deserve a clear
answer. Two things are very important, I believe. Those who write or
speak on these matters ought to be properly informed by the study of
the writ ings of the Reformers themselves. Also they must express
themselves in teaching that is relevant to the needs of the church to-day
in the spheres of personal religion, its social consequences, and polit ical
implications. Mr. Samuel's books fulf i l  these guidelines.

There is a deep and felt ignorance on the part of many church
members, and they are glad to give attention to the evidence when it is
fairly and charitably presented as it is in this book.

Mr. Samuel's book could well be displayed on all church bookstalls,
and for those wil l ing to help in distribution it is worth writ ing to Mr
Samuel directly at the Protestant Reformation Society, East Ravensdale
Rectory, Grimsby, South Humberside. DN37 0RX.

w . J . P .

The Importance of the Local Church, Daniel E. Wray, Banner of
Truth Trust, l5pp Booklet, 40p.

The local church is of importance to true believers in many ways and
the author defines these from a biblical view-point.

The clorious church is described in a series of nine superlatives and
our attention is drawn to the many ways in which that glory is seen to-
day in spite of evident imperfections. Each local church is required to be
a tangible manifestation of the ideal, says pastor Wray, and very few of
us would quarre l  wi th that  s tatement !

By far the most searching section is headed, ,,Choosing a Church",
and it is here that the touchstone of biblical worship is shown by the
w'ay in which the local church interprets its functions of teaching,
reverence (beware of churches which entertain more than they worship
God), love of the brethren, discipline and compassion for the lost.

A booklet well worth reading and rewarding to the reader. It should
be studied by every church member.

A . G . S .
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Minorities

Never mind being in a minority. So was Elijah; so was Athanasius; so
was Wyclife; sg was Luther; so were Romaine, and Venn, and Grim-
shaw and Berridge in the eighteenth century. So were the hundred and
twenty disciples in the Upper Chamber at Jerusalem. Majorit ies do not
always win in the long run. As a general rule, it is the minorit ies that
shake the world.

-J. C. Ryle.
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For these and other publications,
appl.v S.G. A.T. Secretury :
Stephen A. Toms, I Donald Way,

Chelmsford. Essex. CM2 9JB.

Please remember The Gospel Magazine when making your will, or add a codicil.
FORM OF BEQUEST

I '  " bequeath to
The Gospel Magazine, incorporating the Protestant Beacon and The
British Protestant the sum of f : (......pounds), free of duty,
to be used for the purpose of The Gospel Magazine, P.O. Box 217,
London, SE5 8NP. And I direct that the receipt of the Treasurer or
Secretary for the time being shall be a sufficient discharge for the said
legacy.
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The Societr"s eleven exist ing homes in Southern Englancl,  the

Midlands ind West Countn' 6.116' provt ' t l  insuff icic 'nt to mee't the

reouests bv elderlv Christ ians for accommodation'
We theref6re plan to provide three further home's during 1982 as

shclwn on the map. We' invite vour supP(lrt  in this ste'p i t l rn'arc1

Gifts both for the ertension and maintenance oi this evangehc.r l

ministn' wi l l  therefore be ..rppre'ciarted.



A.V. BIBTES
Available now-

Our comprehensive range of
Bibles, New Testaments.
Gospels, Scripture booklets,
Text cards, Text albums,
Colouring books, Book-marks,
Post Cards, Corresponoence
Folders, Posters and
Calendars-

All in the Authorised
Version at moderate

prices
Please send stamp for
catalogue

TRINITARIAN BIBTE
SOCIETY

217 Kingston Road,
London, SWl9 3NN

THROUGHOUT THE CENTURY

The English Churchman
and

The
Gospel Magazine

have been closely associated
in test imony to the

Scr iptural  pr incip les of  the
Reformat ion,  and the Doctr ines
of  Grace as set  out  in XXXIX

Art ic les.
THE ENGL ISH CHURCHMAN Ib

a fortnightly .journal of news,
comment, correspondence,
book reviews and articles.

15p per issue;  f7.15p per year,
post  paid.  Abroad f3.90p

plus postage.

Send for  a f ree specimen copy.
Engl ish Churchman,
PO Box 217, London, SEs 8NP

239

BLYTHSWOOD
TRACT SOCIETY
LOCHCARRON,
ROSS.SHIRE, IV54 8YD

l f  you are interested in
promoting good Christian
Literature-why not become
a Book Agent  for  B.T.S.
We offer favourable terms on
a sale or return basis.

lf you do not receive our
Auanerly Magazine, please
write.

THE
BIBTE SPREADING

UNION

seeks to give away
uncorrupted versions of

Holy Scripture

For details, apply:

B.S.U. Secretary,
Stephen A. Toms,

1 Donald Way,
Chelmsford,

Essex, CM2 gJB.

Gospel Magaz,ine
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BIBLES. New Testaments, ScriPture
booklets and leaflets, Posters, Text
cards, etc. Please send l2VzP stamP
for illustrated catalogue.-Trinitarian
Bible Society, 217 Kingston Road,
l .ondon.  SWl9  3NN.

THE TENDER GRAPE: A monthlY
magazine designed to interest children
in the Scriptures that are able to make
them wise unto salvation. Annual

subscript ion f3.18p from The Editor,
82 High Street, KnaPhil l ,  Woking,
Surrey, GUzl 2PZ.

WANTED. Reasonably Priced coPies
of Bishop Ryle's writings. David
Mullin, local preacher, 9, Milwain
Drive, Stockport.  SK4 5AT.

WISBECH EVANGELICAL
CHURCH

SUNDAY, 11 a.m. and 6.15 p.m.
at Room 1

Social Club and Inst i tute Hall ,
Hill Street. Wisbech.

PRAYER/BIBLE STUDY
Thursday 7.30 p.m.

Enquiries: Pastor Richald Turner

23, Tinkers Drove, Wisbech,
Cambs. PE13 3PO.
Tel: Wisbech 65838

WESTERN ISLES. ComfortablY fur-
nished and fully equipped house to let;
six miles from StornowaY. Storage
heaters; garage; long let available to
careful tenants. Must respect the Sab-
bath. Box No. 1582.

MINISTRY
HOLIDAYS

ALNESS, EASTER ROSS. FullY fur-
nished house; sleeps four; f50. Per
week; long lease cheaper; Sabbath
must be observed, Tel: 044-582-340'

SOUTHWOLD. Convenient familY
house one minute from the beach in
this lovely little Suffolk town.-Write
for detai ls: Hi l l ,  86 Bl inco Grove,
Cambridge.

ULLAPOOL area. N.W. Highlands.
Privately situated house in peaceful

surroundings. Central for touring.
Three miles from sea. (JulY and
August not avai lable.) Lord's DaY
must be respected.-Mrs. I .  Renwick,
Inverbroom, Lochbroom, Rosshire.
Tel. 085 485 209.

On holiday in EASTBOURNE? Wor-
ship at Cavendish Place Chapel;
Evangelical-Independent; Sundays:
l l  &  6 .30 ;  Tuesdays  7 .15 .  V is i t ing
Ministers.

WATTISHAM CHAPEL, Suffolk.
Evangelical and Reformed Services
each LORD's  DAY 10.45 :  2 .30 :6 .30 .
Metrical Psalms and hymns. A.V. on-
ly used. Minister 's telephone Bildeston
740236.

Please tell others sbout The
Gospel Magazine. We are olwaYs
pleased to send free specimen
copies to those who might become
regular resders.


