
The Gospel Magaz,ine

Editorial
The thought of gratitude ought to be prominent in the mind of the

('hristian. "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us" is the grateful testimony
of God's people. They recall His former mercies and His gracious

dealings with them in the past. It cheers them greatly to remember His
loving favour and gracious answers to their prayers.

It is well to recount our blessings and to praise the Lord for all His
goodness. Surely we should be full of praise for His temporal provision

u'hen so many in other parts of the world lack even the necessities of
l ife. We should be even more thankful f 'or our spiritual blessings so
freely bestowed upon us in Christ. God says "whoso offereth praise
glorif ieth Me" (Fsalm 50:23) - this is the best antidote to a murmuring
spirit.

The Bible has much to say on the subject of thanksgiving: we are
urged for instance to give thanks for everything (l Thess 5:18). The
obligation to gratitude is often neglected, though frequently enjoined,
in the New Testament. Thanktulness should have a big place in our
lives; we are to abound with thanksgiving (Col 2:7) "It is meet and right
and our bounden duty that we should at all times and in all places grve

thanks unto Thee O Father almighty".
In bad times as in better t imes there is always something to thank

Cod for. This is the attitude adopted by Habakkuk, though there was
everything to cause depression on the human level, he would continue
to re jo ice in  the Lord (Hab.  3:17,  l8) .

We need to cultivate a thankful memory - one which delights to

dwell on the thought of God's goodness, mercy and great faithfulness.
David realised that we are prone to forget the blessings and marvellous
things which God has done for us, so he checked up on himself,
exhorting himself not to forget His benefits (Psalm 103:2). David uses
here a word which is quite familiar to us - 'benefits' - we speak,
amongst others of tax benefits, and fringe benefits. The Lord has

countless benefits which he bestows upon us, what variety - spiritual,
temporal and physical. Not a day goes by but some benefit is ours. We

should not forget them, nor take them for granted.
In another psalm we read "blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us

with benefits" (Ps. 68;19) Many people allow themselves to be weighed
down by burdens but David felt weighed down with benefits. God
plentifully blesses His people. His benefits are neither few nor light -

He giveth to all men liberally says James. So many are the gifts of

God's bounty that He may truly be said to load us with them.
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The Virgin Birth
of

Our Lord Jesus Christ
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton.

"Then soid Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not
q man? And the ongel ansvtered and said unto her, The Holv Ghost
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holv thing u'hich shall be horn o.f thee sholl be
cqlled the Son of God."

I  u k e  l : 3 4 . 3 5

Chr is tmas commemorates a mo\ t  r ionderfu l  L ' \cnt  in  the h is tor_y of
the wor ld and,  rvhen ue contemplate i ts  mersage.  i t  ou-eht  to  mo\e us to
wonder ,  l ove  and  p ra i se .  Jus t  t h i nk  o i  i t  -  t he  He i r  o i  a l l  t h i ngs ,  no t
on l y  t ook  ou r  na tu re  upon  H in r .  hu t  He  rook  i t  i n  t he  mor t  humb l i ng
fo rm and  i t  passes  kno* ledge  and  unde r r t and in , s  t ha t  He .hou ld  come
in  pove r t l ' and  g rea t  humi l i t r .  H i s  humanr t )  s? :  r ca l .  \ \ e  need  to
unde rs tand  tha t  and  to  emphas i se  i t .  I t  r r a r  no  rnake -be l i e re  as  some
taugh t  i n  t he  ca r l i  da l s  o f  t he  Ch r i s t i an  chu rch  -  t he r  *e re  knoun  as
the Docet is ts  -  but ,  l ike an1 other  neu born babe i l  ua.  ncae:sarv to
u ' rap Him in c loth ing,  'swaddl ing bands' is  the phrase usr- -d in  the Bib le
to protect  Him f rom the e lements.  His humani t l  uas real .

This morning i t  is  the mirac le of  His b i r th  that  I  $ai t  to  spc-ak about .
His was no ordinary birth. There has never been another l ike it b,efore
or since, for His was a virgin birth. Now, here we are treading on
ground that is holy and, l ike Moses of old, it behoves us to take the
shoes from off our feet. I think the Prayer Book puts it so well rvhen it
speaks of 'the mystery of Thy holy incarnation'. It is a mysterl ' . It
behoves us to walk reverently, for here are depths which we have no l ine
to fathom.

Now the virgin birth has been the object of numerous attacks down
the years. Some of them have been scholarly - many of them have
been ignorant, but it is not the only doctrine that has been attacked. The
sinlessness of Christ, the miracles of Christ, the claims of Christ, the
resurrection of Christ have all, in turn, been attacked, but I think the
virgin birth has been assailed with particular vehemence. It has been
treated as a fable, and those who have treated it as such have taunted
the rest of us who believe in it as believing something that is unworthy
oi 20th century intell igence and, sad to say, there are some in the
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-: . r ic :s ihg church,  amongst  them the present  occupant  of  the See of
i)rriharn, who regard it as no essential part of the Christian faith.
I: crelore I want us to consider it together this morning and I f ind out
irr. as I go along that rejection of the virgin birth seldom, if ever, goes

'.r irself. Other truths are overthrown with it, and with reference to the
13i'hop of Durham, you wil l know because I preached just recently on
lre subject of the resurrection, he has doubts about that; things all f i t in

: r)get her.
The virgin birth is the historic faith of the Christian church - there it

r\ enshrined in the Creed, in the Nicene Creed we confess that Jesus
'was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary'. In the Apostles'
Creed we profess our belief that He was 'conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary'. If you look up the Second Article of the
Church of England you wil l see it speaks quite plainly of the virgin birth
of Christ, and it is put so well in the Collect for Christmas Day when it
says of Christ that He was born - notice - "ot'a pure virgin". Is it
any wonder that the Apostle Paul said, surveying this great mystery,
'Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness. God was
manifest in the flesh'?

Now, back to the passage I read to you at the beginning. Gabriel, told
Mary that she was to conceive and bear a child who would be called the
Son of the Highest and whose throne n'ould be for ever, but she said, ' l

am but a maid; I am unmarried;' her marriage was yet in the future.
'How can th is  th ing possib ly  be?'Gabr ie l  went  on to te l l  her  how the
birth would be brought about. Notice, 'The Holy Chost shall come
upon thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee'. That
was the clue to it.

Now we know that the norrnal process by means of which every new
life is brought into the world has been the same since time began. But
the Hebrew maid, Marl ', was to conceive and give birth to a Son,
though,  as she put  i t ,  she 'knew not  a man' ,  i .e .  wi thout  a human
father. This meant that the law of l i fe was to be interrupted in order to
provide for a birth that would be unique in human history. The child
that she was to bear was to be in all points l ike us except that He would
come into the world without a human father and without a sinful
nature. But it did not mean that there would be something exceptional
in the actual birth itself. Mary would feel birth pangs as every mother
has and does and her child would be born as all children are born, but it
meant that the birth would be contrary to the law of natural generation.
God's plan, you see, obviated alI need for a human father by the direct
intervention of the Holy Ghost.

Now it is interesting, if -vou wil l think back, the first Adam uas
brought into being without natural parentage through the direct
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creation of Cod. He did not evolve - he was made. And the last
Adam. our Lord Jesus Christ, was to come into the world without
natural fatherhood through the creative energy of God.

Nou', of course, the Bible speaks of others whose birth was someu'hat
out of the ordinar,'-. One thinks instinctively of Isaac or Samson or John
Baptist. They were conceived when their parents were well past age and
in a very real sense they were sons born out of due time. They were
indeed remarkable but not half so remarkable as the birth of our Lord
.lesus Christ who was conceived by the Spirit.

I want to say to you that the virgin birth is a moral necessity. The
virgin birth is the only erplanation of a sinless l ife and the Lord needed
to be sinless in order to be the Redeemer of mankind. Had he been born
according to the natural process, He would have inherited a sinful
nature. This is rvhat the Lord said to Nicodemus, "That u'hich is born
of the flesh is f lesh and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit and the
vi rg in l i fe  demanded a v i rg in b i r th .  I t  is  a moral  necessi ty .

l-et us give ourselves now for a momenf or two to look into what the
Bible has to say on the subject, and you get the first hint of a virgin
bi r th in  Genesis 3,  I  5 .  I t  is  ca l led in  theological  language the
protevangelium; it foretold in the day of man's fall that God would
provide a Redeemer.  I t  speaks of  ' the woman's seed' .  I t  is  through' the
woman's seed'  that  God wi l l  destroy Satan.  I t  is  in terest ing that
nowhere e lse in  Scr ipture is 'seed'ever  connected u ' i th  a woman, and,
st r ic t ly  speaking.  i t  is  the seed of  man and not  the seed of  uoman,  but
here i t  is  the reverse.  i t  is  the 'seed of  the u 'oman' .

Take,  for  instance,  Abraham. God said to h im,  ' ln  th l ,seed shal l  a l l
the nat ions of  the ear th be b lessed. '  But  here in  Genesis 3 i t  is  the 'seed

of the woman.' It was the woman through whom sin entered the race
and by the seed of the woman would salvation come. Even before the
fall God planned His scheme of redemption through Christ, through
the seed of  the woman.

Then in Isaiah 7, 14, 'Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call His Name Immanuel. '

Now sometimes it is said of the word 'virgin' here that it is properly
translated a young unmarried woman. The interesting thing is this, that
the translators of the Greek text of the Old Testament known as the
Septuagint, plainly understood it to mean 'virgin' because they
translated it by the Greek word 'parthenos'which does mean 'virgin.'

Here it is, and this is the word taken up in the New Testament. They
understood it in the right iense.

Then in Micah, 5:2 where it speaks of Bethlehem as the place of the
Saviour's birth it says of Christ 'Whose goings forth have been of old,
from everlasting' and the marginal rendering gives it there. 'from the
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. : . r r  .  o t  etern i ty '  go ing back in to etern i ty  past .  In  Jeremiah 3 l ,22we ge|
' l l '  great  word 'The Lord hath created a new th ing in  the ear th,  a
.r trrn?n shall compass a man.' There it is - I have not t ime to develop it

in the Old Testament itself.
( ome now to the New Testament and the fact is that only Matthew

rnJ Luke actually record the virgin birth, but they are two independent
.1,.ounts. They are not derived from each other and so we read that the
r.irth was preceded, attended and followed by some very remarkable
: ' \  e I ] tS.

There was the birth of John Baptist - certainly one born out of due
iime. There was the annunciation of Mary - there was the angelic visit
of the shepherds - there u'ere the wise men - the miraculous is all
t  here.

Look at Matthew's account and -v-ou wil l f ind that Matthew's account
ts told from Joseph's standpoint. It tells of Joseph's dilemma, his
diff iculties and his reactions. He wanted to put Mary away because of
rvhat was to happen, and he says httle or nothing of Mary's t 'eelings, but
the word came to Joseph, 'Fear not to take unto thee i\ lary thy wife, for
that which is born of her is conceived by the Holy Ghost. '

When you turn to St. Luke's account it tells much about Mary, even
her inmost thoughts, but Luke says l itt le or ttothing about Joseph, but
the accounts are complementary. Both are needed to give the whole
story, and I think this fact should not be forgotten, that Luke who gives
the account in such detail had a medical training. He was a doctor. He
is spoken of in the Bible as 'the beloved physician and Luke knew full
well that from a biological standpoint rt was against all the laws of
nature, but he knew that God was the God of nature and could override
it. You get a great word in Hebrews 10, 5 where it says of Christ when
FIe comes into the world, 'a body hast Thou prepared Me.'

Go back to Luke again. Luke was a very reliable historian; he tells
how he had sifted all the evidence and had a perfect knowledge of all
things from the very beginning. Will you notice too how very careful he
is in his writ ings. When the Saviour was presented in the temple and you
remember Simeon's song - his great song The Nunc Dimittis, it says
there, 'Joseph and ll is mother marvelled at the things that were told
them.'Notice he does not say Hisfather and his mother - it is 'Joseph

and His mother  marvel led. 'Or  turn on to chapter  3,23,  where Luke rs
giving the genealogy of Christ and he says, 'Jesus Himself began to be
about 30 years of age being' (you notice) 'os wes supposed the Son ol
Joseph which was the Son of Heli. '  He was only given the name but
Joseph was not His father.

What .  then.  about  the s i lence of  Mark and John? Wel l ,  Mark,  you
know, began his Gospel immediately with the entrance of our Lord on
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His public ministry. He says nothing of the period beforc - that u'as
not  in  h is  purpose.  He is  just  concerned to g ive us the l i te  of  Chr is t  but
the miraculous is  there just  the same, and when you turn to St .  John's
Gospel  John goes back in to etern i ty  and he begins, ' ln  the beginning
n'as the S'ord and the Word was u'ith God and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not any thing made that was made.' Then you

remember how he ends the Pr{ogue to his Gospel, 'The Word was
madc f lesh and dwel t  among us" '  He does not  te l l  us how th is  mirac le
was accomplished. for it does not enter in his plan, but he says 'The

Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.'
What  about  the s i lence of  St .  Paul? Wel l ,  St"  Luke was Paul 's

companion and his fellou'-helper and doubtless I am sure [-uke shared
rvith Paul all the knowledge that he gathered on this and other subjects
and Paul could not have believed in Christ's pre-existence, His sinless
perfection and not have been convinced that His entrance into
humani t l ' \ \ 'as no ord inary event  of  nature.  The v i rg in b i r th  would be,
to Paul .  the most  reasonable and credi table of  events.

\\ 'e need to remember too that the virgin birth was not a subject for
public preaching. It was not necessary for evangelistic purposes, but it
\\ 'as necessary for the instruction of the faithful. I think there is a
parallel here between the doctrine of election and the doctrine of the
vi rg in b i r th .  The doctr ine of  e lect ion is  Scr iptura l  but  i t  is  a subject  for
bel ievers and,  as Bishop Ryle puts i t 'not  to  be thrust  nakedly at  a l l  and
sundry ' .  I t  is  for  those who come to fa i th .  So i t  is  wi th the v i rg in b i r th .
Yes,  the v i rg in b i r th  is  the f i rs t  in  order  of  t ime -  somet imes i t  is  the
last  in  order  o l  apprehension.  But  there i t  is ,  i t  is  Scr iptura l .

So,  le t  me say,  then,  i t  is  a mirac le.  The v i rg in b i r th  declares the
presence of the supernatural because, biologically and medically, the
virgin birth would be a sheer impossibil i ty. But so are the feeding of the
five thousand and the raising of Lazarus and the resurrection of Christ.
They all stand or fall together.

So the virgin birth is the first of a long series of quite impossible
events and miracles that are recorded for us in the Gospels. The
miracles, including the virgin birth, are the signs to men that God's
kingdom has come on earth and that God has intervened in His own
rvorld. God is not a prisoner in His own world as some would have us
believe. He is very much the God of the miraculous. So the virgin birth
is  a mirac le.

Then, as I said at the beginning, it is mystery. Someone has said that
'the presence of mystery is the footprint of the Divine.' We do not fully
understand it all but we accept it - we believe it. But, of course, today
men say there are no mirac les -  only  problems.  'Dismiss i t '  the-v say,  ' i f
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ri .annot be proved'; that is a demand of our scientif ic society. Is it not
.iran-se that in this space age we are becoming so earthbound that men
riade the possibil i ty of miracles - they forget the power of God.

So, then, the virgin birth is a unique attestation of the Person of our
I ord Jesus Christ. His redemptive work depends very much on His
\rrpernatural birth. It tells us what Christ had to become in order to
c'f ' fect our salvation, and the virgin birth displays the mighty power of
God. The birth of Jesus was not accomplished by human means, not
through human reproduction, but through the power of God and, as
Gabriel said to Mary on that historic day, 'With God nothing shall be
impossible.' It displays the unique power of God and it declares the
purpose of God.

Why did Christ come at all? The angel said to Joseph, 'You wil l call
His Name Jesus for He wil l save His people from their sins.' The
message given to the shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem was this,
'Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour which is Christ
the Lord.' Jesus ',vas virgin born; He lived without sin. 'Which of you'
He challenged, 'convinceth Me of sin?'No-one was heard to speak.

The testimony is repeated in the New Testament of the sinlessness of
Christ. All this was to lead on to Calvary's Cross where He paid the
price of our redemption, 'that He might redeem us from all iniquity.'
He rose the third day in great triumph, 'Being delivered for our
offences, being raised again for our justif ication.' If you take away the
virgin birth you take away the Gospel. It is a bridge that is broken at the
very beginning. The chasm cannot be bridged between earth and heaven
without the virgin birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Here, then, is a blessed thought, a glorious truth, something we must
hold fast by, because it is part of the historic faith revealed to us in Holy
Scripture. Let us appreciate it as never before.

What we are hearing today lrom certain quarters is nothing new.
Solomon said 'There is nothing new under the sun.' The Bishop of
Durham is only repeating ancient heresies. We need to get back to the
Scriptures of truth - ' the pil lar and the ground of the truth' and
appreciate this great fact that Jesus was virgin born, and that it was for
us men and for our salvation.

Let us, as we repeat the Creed Sunday by Sunday enter into it - not
just go through it without thinking - for here are tremendous truths on
which the Gospel hangs. He was born of Mary, but conceived by the
Holy Ghost .

God give us understanding hearts of this most fundamental truth and
to His Name be the glory, Amen.

M . H .
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The Prophecy of Jonah
KENNETH ASHWORTH

Chapter 2 To Whom shall I turn?

In the last verse of Chapter I we read that "the Lord had prepared a
great f ish to swallow up Jonah". Further we read that "Jonah was in
the bellv of the fish three days and three nights". How wonderful is the
mercy and the sovereignty of our Almighty God! Despite the
disobedience of Jonah and his deserved death by drowning, Cod
preserved him in order that His unfail ing purpose might sti l l  be fulf i l led
through the man of His choice. It is from the belly of the fish that
Jonah prayed the lovely prayer recorded by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit in chapter two.

In these days of crit icism and a radical approach to the inspired
Scriptures there are inevitably those who discard this prayer as a later
interpolation by an editor or redactor. To those who accept the Bible as
the inspired Word of God and utterly reliable there is no diff iculty in
taking the prayer just as it is recorded in this chapter. Let us take the
opening words of the chapter as they are written "then Jonah prayed
unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly". As the prophet looks
back he recalls the prayer he made to Cod during his imprisonment
within the fish. Whether he asked the question with which I have
entit led this chapter or not, he soon found the answer to such a question
in the situation in which he now found himself. For we read "he

remembered the Lord" (verse 7); and he "cried unto the Lord by reason
of my affl iction" (verse 2). How very different from the Jonah of the
beginning of the Book where "he rose up to flee to Tarshish from the
Presence of  the Lord. . .he found a ship. . .paid the fare. . .  and went  down
into it, to go with them from the presence of the Lord". Now? well, he
did just the opposite, for he turned to the Lord.

THE PRAYER

It is a prayer of thanksgiving and praise. He thanked God for
deliverance, not from the fish's belly but from drowning. (verses 3,5,
and 6). Yet it is also a prayer of faith for deliverance from within the
belly of the fish. It is steeped in the language of the psalms, not so much
in exact quotations as in the spirit of the prayer. For instance verse 2
reminds one of the opening of Psalm 120 "ln my distress I called upon
the Lord" So Jonah "cried by reason of my affl iction unto the Lord".
In verse 4 Jonah prayed "Then I  sa id ' l  am cast  out  of  Thy s ight" ' ;  in
Psalm 3l the Psalmist prayed "For I said in my haste I am cut off from
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rc'tore Thine eyes". Yet again - in verse 9 Jonah said "l wil l sacrif ice
'rnto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I wil l pay that which I have
roned" and he surely had the words of the Psalmist in mind "Offer

Lrnto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High". (Psalm

:0:14) .  The whole prayer  is  thus character ised -  note a lso verses 3,6,
and 

'7 
. On this Dr. Tatford quotes from T. T. Perowne's

"Jonah"..."the prayer is remarkable for its many resemblances in
rhought and expression to passages in the Book of Psalms. The words
of the Psalter are not exactly and literally quoted, but its ideas and
phrases are freely wrought into the prayer, as if drawn from the
*ellstored memory of a pious Israelite, familiar with its contents, and
naturally giving vent to his feelings in the cherished forms, which were
now instinct for him with new life and meaning." (Tatford, page 46).

DELIGHT IN GOD'S WORD

Jonah, then was a prophet who knew the Scriptures. He obviously
delighted in the Word of the Lord, and had read and meditated upon
them day by day. Now in his time of need that knowledge enabled him
to voice his feelings in this prayer of great spirituality. Here is a man
communing with his God. What an encouragement to us to use, learn,
and meditate upon the precious Word of God, to renew our minds in
them day by day. May we say with Job "I have esteemed the words of
His mouth more than my neccessary food" (Job, 23;12) and may our
prayer ever be "Open Thou mine eyes that I may behold wondrous
things out of Thy Law". (Psalm 119;18). One never knows - the time
may come in our experience when like the prophet we are deprived of
the Scriptures and a knowledge of them in the mind wil l be just what we
need in particular circumstances. Nothing is of more value to our
spiritual well- being than to memorise verses and passages from the
Bible. Certainly in sleeplessness, i l lness and in times of distress and
sorrow the words and promises of God in His word are invaluable. God
said to Joshua "This book of the Law shall not depart out of thy
mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest
observe to do according to all that is written therein; for then thou shalt
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success".
(Joshua,  chapter  I :  8 . ) .  Many are the people of  God who can test i fy  to
these words in  thei r  oun erper ience.

Recognition of God's Power

Jonah vividly describes his experiences in the deep. In his prayer he

looks back upon that traumatic event in his l i fe. Yet he well kneu that it

was a l l  o f  God's ordain ing "For  Thou hadst  cast  me into the deep. . .a l l

Thy bil lows and Thy waves passed over me" (verse 3)' The mariners
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may have actually cast him into the storm-v sea but Jonah knew that the
mighty Hand of God was at work. We can recall the words of .Ioseph to
his brothers when they were troubled on discovering that the second in
command to Pharaoh himself was none other than the brother whom
they had sold "be not grieved nor angry with yourselves...for God did
send me before you to preserve l ife... God sent me before you to
preserve you a posterity in the earth and to save lives" (Genesis 45;
5,7.). and again, "Ye thought evil against me but God meant it unto
good to bring it to pass as it is this day, to save much people alive"
(Genesis 50; 20). How wonderful are the ways of our God. "O, the
depth and the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of our God! How
unsearchable are His judgements, and His ways past f inding out"
Romans I I :  33.  36) .

Know that GorJ qnswers Prayer

We have already noted the great contrast in the prophet's attitude
from that in Chapter I. There he twice tells us that he was resolved to
"flee from the Presence of the Lord". Now he "prayed unto the
Lord" . . "He cr ied unto the Lord"  (verse 2) . . . . " I  wi l l  look unto Lord"
(verse 4) . . . " I  remembered the Lord"  (verse 7) ; . . " I  wi l l  look again
towards Thy Holy Temple" (verse 4). He knew the prayer of King
Solomon at the dedication of the Temple when he pleaded with God to
hear the prayers of his people in distressing circumstances e.g. "when

Thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy...and shall turn to
Thee...the prayer which Thy servant shall make toward this place...that
Thou hearken to the cry and to the prayer which Thy servant prayeth
before Thee". Jonah contrasts such prayer to the futile prayers of the
heathen who "observe lying vanities and know not the God of true
mercy". He has in mind of course the prayers of the mariners (Chapter
I :14-16) .  Jonah could say of  God "He heard me". . . "Thou heardest  my
voice" . . . "my prayer  came in unto Thee".  Jonah knew that  the God to
whom he prayed from within the belly of the fish was the great prayer
answering God. We can know the same glorious truth. Read and
cherish the promise of the Lord Jesus "lf ye shall ask any thing in My
Name I wil l do it" (John 14:14).

Give thanks unto Cod

Verse 9 brings the prayer to a conclusion with a burst of thanksgiving
and the longing to express that thanksgiving by the fulf i l lment of the
vow he had made to the Lord "l wil l pay that which I have vowed".
Then comes the affirmation which rejoices the heart of every Christian
"salvation is of the Lord". How true and how grateful we should ever
be. "God Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved



The Gospel Mogazine 203

.t\. e!en when we were dead in sins, hath He quickened us together with
t hrist (by Grace ye are saved)...By grace ye are saved through faith;
. rnd that  not  of  yourselves. . . i t  is  the g i f t  o f  God".  (Ephesians 2:4,8) .

Peter proclaimed this satne glorious truth when he and John were
brought before the High Priest and his kindred "Neither is there
'alvation in any other (than Jesus Christ), for there is none other Name
rrnder heaven, given among men, wherebv we must be saved". (Acts 4,
l -12)  God reached down in at l  His  mercy and compassion to del iver
Ionah from the stormy seas and from the imprisonment within the fish
and he l ifted r,rp his heart in thankful praise. So we rejoice that God so
ioved us that He sent FPis Son to "deliver us from this present evil
w orld" (Galatians l:4). God has reached down to us as He did to Jonah
by sending His Son to "save us f rom our  s ins" . . . "who hath saved
us...according to His own purpose and grace which was given in
Chr is t  Jesus" (2 T im. l :9) ;  and " the grace of  God that  br ingeth
salvat ion hath appeared to a l l  rnen" (T i tus 2:1 i ) .  lan Barc lay quotes
Will iam Law "would you know who is the greatest saint in the world?
It is he who is always thankful to God. If an-vone v.ould tell -vou the
shortest, surest way to all happiness and perfection he must tell you to
make it a rule to thank God and praise Him for ever),thing that happens
to you". (page 33). The young American, Joni Eareckson, tells in her

moving story "Joni" how she gradually lost the bitterness and
resentment which fi l led her after the tragic diving accident which
rendered her completely paralysed from the neck downwards and it was
largely due to learning to be thankful to God. One day, in her reading
of the Bible she came across the words of Paul to the Thessalonians "ln

everything give thanks". She stopped her reading, and thought to
herself - that means that I must thank Cod even I'or my paralysis and
use it to His glory. It wasn't easy but she began to try and gradually she
was fi l led with the sense of a great thanksgiving. What peace she now
knew. Her l ife began to change and and she is being used to-day by God
to bring comfort and encouragement to so manv.

Humble .vourselves before God

Not only did Jonah turn to the Lord in thanksgiving and faith - he

also turned in repentance - it really was an about turn and that is
repentance. He turned from self and rebell ion and confessed his sins to
the [.ord. We cannot begin to pray, to worship, and to praise the Lord
without f irst acknou'ledging our sinfulness and seeking God's
forgiveness which He so freely gives. He is a God Who "deli. 'ehteth in
mercy" (Micah 7:18); "if we confess our sins God is faithful to forgive
us our  s ins and to c leanse us f rom al l  unr ighteousness" (1 John l :9) .  ln
the Book of Common Praver the Introductions to Nlorning and
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Evening Prayer emphasise this essential approach to God. John the
Baptist cried out to the crowds who ilocked to hear him by the River
Jordan "Repent ye; for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand...bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repentance". (Matthew 3:2;): the Lord Jesus
began His ministry in Capernaum with the call "Repent ye for the
Kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 4:17). On the Day of
Pentecost Peter in his first sermon exhorted the people "Repent, and be
baptised in the Name of Jesus for the remission of sins and ye shall
receil 'e the -eift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). Jonah turned to the
Lord in penitence so must all who would know the peace, forgiveness
and the new life which God gives in the Lord .Iesus. Prayer is the
greatest privilege of the new life. When God told the saintly Ananias to
go to the converted Saul of Tarsus He said of him "behold he prayeth"
(Acts 9:  I  l ) .

The reality of God's Presence

Prayer is intimate communion with God. As Jonah prayed he knew
the reality of the Presence of God. God was real to him. Hitherto he
had tried to flee from the Presence of God, though he knew in his heart
that that was not possible. (Psalm 139: 2-14). To know the reality of the
Presence of Cod in Christ Jesus is the greatest of all assurances (see e.g.
2 Tim.4:17) .  Prayer  is  real  conversat ion wi th Cod.  The man who
knows God (not about Him but really to know Him) possesses the l ife
which is l i fe eternal. Jesus said "This is l i fe eternal that they might
know Thee and Him Whom Thou hast sent" (John 17:3). Pastor
Richard Wurmbrand wrote "l l ike to think that Jesus stands near to me
and that I can talk to Him as I do to you". I remember reading of an
old Scottish saintly man to whom prayer was so real and a daily delight
that during his last i l lness he always kept an empty chair by his bedside
and no one was allowed to sit in that chair. When asked why he replied
"l l ike to think that my Lord Jesus, my Friend, is sitt ing in that chair. I
know that He is always near to me and I can talk to Him as I do to
anyone else who comes to see me". What a lovely faith! How we must
beware lest prayer becomes a mere recital of words and give heed to the
Word of God "these people draw near to Me with their l ips but their
heart is far from me" (Isaiah 29:13\.

To God be the Glory

Let us just pause for a moment and think upon this prayer of the
prophet Jonah. We have seen that it is primarily a prayer of
thanksgiving. Are we really thankful to our loving Heavenly Father so
that every day we lift up to Him our grateful hearts in every
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,'rrcumstance? Do rve thank Him daily for sending His Son to be our
Saviour and remember that "Christ Jesus came into the world to save
. inners"  ( l  T imothy 1:15)? Grat i tude makes a l l  the d i f ference to our
relationship with God and with the Lord Jesus. Indeed gratitude makes
all the difference to our relationship in the home with our loved ones.
rrith our friends, with our neighbours, with the people with whom we
*ork and those we meet in the daily routine of l i fe.

Certainly this was so with Jonah. As soon as he exultantly shouted
his new realisation "Salvation is of the Lord" we read that "God spake
to the fish and it vomited Jonah upon the dry land". We are not told
w'here and it is of no matter. He was deposited in a place from which he
rvould be able to do what God now called upon him to do. We shali
study that call and Jonah's response in the next chapter.

As we leave this study clf Jonah's prayer let us humblv and gratefully
realise that we too have the answer to that question "To Whom shall I
turn"? This passage of the Word of God teaches us that we can turn to
Him in our every need and circumstance - yes - to the great prayer
answering God; to the Sovereign Lord God Who is in complete charge
and Whose purpose is sure. Never, never doubt the Lord. Know always
that "He is able". His grace is sufficient for our every need (2 Cor.
l2;9). Here is the foretaste of Heaven whither the Lord Jesus has gone
before "l go to prepare a place for you" (John l4:2). . lesus said "Come

unto Me" He also said "Go, tell" (John 20:17). He gave to us the
Message of reconcil iation (2 Cor. 5:19-20). May we be faithful
ambassadors for Christ Who was prefigured by Jonah, and always "To

God be the glory".

Jottings from a Pilgrim's notebook
Luke 9:37-43. When I fail.

It seems from Mark 9;14 that the scribes were questioning those
disciples who had not been with Jesus on the mount of transfiguration.
A man had brought his son to them with the request that they would
cast out of him the evil spirit, which gave him suicidal tendencies. The
disciples had laid hands on him, but they failed to cast out the demon.
The scribes were apparently questioning them, and taunting them rlith
their failure. See how Jesus dealt with this situation. First He rebuked
the scribes for their unhelief and perversity. Then He commanded the
father "bring him to Me". Even as he came the demon threw the child
into a convulsion. Jesus rebuked the demon and healed the child, and
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delivered him to his father again. Mark goes on to tell us that the
disciples asked Jesus, why could not we cast him out? Jesus replied
plainly, "because of your unbelief. This kind can come forth by
nothin-e. but hv prayer and fasting."

I l ind that I fail very often to do what the Lord commands me to do,
and vet He has given to me the power of the indu'ell ing Holy Spirit.
\[ 'hat is God sa-n-ing to me in this passage? He says I fail because of my
unbelief: I am out of touch with God, and tnust immediately seek by
prayer and discipline to be restored to a right relationship with God-
There is no virtue or merit in the act of fasting; but I must be ready to
spend time in prayer, and not allow anything such as meals, or sleep, or
other activit ies to hinder me in seeking this restoration. The failures are
always due to my unbelief and sin; never to lack of divine power. The
Lord tells me to bring all my failures to Him immediately. "Bring him
to Me."  He never  fa i ls .  

A.  V.  Mc.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

.SPORZ.9 DAY

Sports Day is always a red-letler day in the school calendar. Weeks
before, the keenest athletes are practising their sprinting and jumping

and throwing, hoping to do well on the day. There is fun for everyone
who takes part and the spectators too.

ln the running races, the competitors are trying to reach the finishing
line first. It is best to keep your eye on the tape at the end and not to be
distracted by looking at the other runners alongside you or the
spectators cheering you on; nor even at your own feet.

The Bible speaks about our l i fe being l ike a running race. We must
run th is  race- looking to Jesus.  He is  the best  guide.  I f  w 'e cont inual ly
look to Jesus, who suffered so much on Calvary and is now in heaven,
then we wil l not be tired of this race of l i fe. He wil l give us the strength
to f in ish.

The prize at your school sports may be a badge or a ribbon worth
only a few pence, but the prize in the race of l i fe is the most precious gift

imaginable, the gift of God is eternal l i fe through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Some races are quite long. The runner who sets off very quickly may
soon tire and be overtaken by another who has paced himself, and been
able to sustain his effort. A long distance runner has to be patient'
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The Bible tells us to run the race of l i fe 'with patience'. We are also
riarned that some will fail out of fhe race - but he that shall endure
rrnto the end.  the same shal l  be saved.  Mat t  24.13.

Have you ever tried the obstacle race? That is not so simple. You
perhaps have to crawl under the net, then jump over a hurdle; or
rhrough a hoop on your wa-v to the finishing l ine.

Our race of l i fe is not always smooth and straight forward. Very
often we meet with obstacles or diff icult ies. We are troubled with sin in
our own hearts. This is a great problem. Sometimes Satan tempts us to
do wrong. That is an obstacle that could trip us up! Sad things happen
in our l ives - l ike i l lness or the death of someone we love.

.lesus does not promise that l i fe wil l always be free from diff iculties,
but  he does promise to be wi th us and to help us i f  we t rust  in  Him.

When sin is troubling us, we must remember that if we confess our
sin, God is faithful and just to forgive our sin and to cleanse us from all
unr ighteousness.

When Satan tempts, we must remember that God wil l not allow the
Christian to be tempted more than he can bear, but He wil l make a way
of escape for him.

When sickness or sadness comes into our l ives, we must remember
that all things work together for good to those who love God.

In some races you run as part of a team. If one partner in the three-
legged race falls, both suffer. If one member of the relay team drops the
baton. the lvhole team loses the race.

We can help and encourage one another in the race of l i le. The word
of Cod commands us to meet together regularly to worship and praise

the Lord. And where two or three are gathered together in his name,

Jesus is there too.
Let us run with patience the race set before us, lookin-e unto Jesus.

QUIZ

1.  What  man came running to David wi th bad news? ( l l  Sam.
1 8 . 2 1  . )

2.  Al l  run the race,  but  who receives the pr ize? (1.  Cor.9.24 ' )

3.  Who ran to te l l  the d isc ip les that  Jesus was not  in  the sepulchre?
(John 20.  1,2)

4.  Wi th what  must  we run the race set  before us? (Heb.  12.1)

5.  What  man came running to David wi th good neus? ( l l  Sam.
1 8 . 2 7 . )

6.  Who re jo ices to run the race? (Psalm 19.5.)
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7.  Solomon said the race was not  to  whom? (Eccles 9.11.)

8.  What  wi l l  he that  overcomes,  do? (Rev.  21.7. )

9.  What  d id Ahimaaz do to Cushi? ( I I  Sam 18.23.)

i0 .  Who did Gehazi  run af ter? ( I I  K ings 5.21.)

Take the init ial letters of your answers.
They should spell out the missing word, in the text.
"When he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had......and
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him". (Luke 15.20.)

Heaven
W. J.  PARKER

II. The Characteristics. the Activit ies. and the Present Effects
of the Heavenly Hope

i. We look first at what the Scriptures tell us of the characteristics of
heaven. We begin with

CLORY. Psalm 29.9 tells us that "ln His temple everyone says,
"Glory" . 'Col .  3 .4.  says 'When Chr is t  who is  our  l i fe  appears,  then you
also wil l appear with Him in glory.'And our Lord in John 17.24 said,
"Father, I desire that they also whom you gave Me may be with Me
where I am that they may behold My glory which you have given me. "

In these verses we see that glory was first given to Christ by the Father,
that Christ gives His glory to His people (before entering heaven we are
fully glorif ied as Paul taught in Rom. 8.30) and that the voice of
everyone in heaven ascribes glory to the Lamb.

Harmony. Closely connected with this glory in Christ's prayer in
John 17 is the thought of harmony or unity. Heavenly unity is the
harmony of thought, desire, and activity on the part of all present.
What a wonderful fellowship is indicated by that!

HOLINESS. God's very Name is the Holy One. Isaiah introduces a
word from God in this way, (lsa. 57.15) 'Thus says the High and Lofty
One Who inhabi ts  etern i ty ,  whose name is  Holy. . . 'And in h is  v is ion of
heaven he heard the seraphim say, 'Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of
hosts. ' ( Isa.6.3. )  Hol iness is  the per fect ion of  a l l  His  moral  at t r ibutes,
justice, goodness, and truth. The holiness of created things consists in
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rheir being devoted to the service of God, and the holiness of God's
children ' is not the laborious acquisit ion of virtue from without, but the
erpression of the Christ-l i fe from within.' (J. W. C. Wand,).

BEAUTY. Isaiah said (33.7). 'Your eyes shall see the King in His
Beauty'. And David added, (Ps. 50.2), 'Out of Zion, the perfection of
beauty, God wil l shine forth' Here we see the promise that the beauty of

God would be displayed in the coming of the Saviour, and the
consequent call ing of His people to be the heavenly Zion, reflecting in
their experience the beauties of God's grace and love. The beginning of
their eternal theme.

LIGHT. 'The Lord wil l be to you an everlasting l ight, and your God
vour glory' (lsa. 60.19). How remarkable that Isaiah, Zechartah (2.5.)

and the Apostle John should all mention that God Himself wil l be the
light of heaven. He sees all things. Nothing is hidden there. All is pure,

transparent and true. Closely connected to this is:-
KNOWLEDGE. God Himself knows all things. 'Cod is absolutely

without bound, as to His substance (immense). as to His duration
(eternal), as to His knowledge (omniscient), as to His wil l (omnipotent),

as to His moral perfections (holiness).' (Dabney). 'The Lord is the God
of knowledge' (1 Sam. 2.3.). 'His understanding is infinite' (Psalm.

147.5.) .  Here we must  consider  Paul 's  s tatement  in  I  Cor .  13.12.  'Now I

know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known.' Hodge
explains that he means we shall be as perfect in our infinite sphere as
God in His infinite sphere. What this means for us must remain to be
seen, but it certainly includes our knowledge of God and of our
associates in heaven. We shall know our loved ones again. We all have a
distinct personality, and it is by the marks of this that we shall recognise
one another in heaven.

IMMORTALITY. The gift of God is eternal l i fe to his children by
faith, and they are to be cit izens of an eternal Kingdom, the Kingdom
of Christ. (Ps. 145.13). The safety of that kingdom is quaintly expressed
by Richard Baxter, the Puritan, who wrote 'In our first paradise in

Eden there was a way to go out but no way to go in again, but as for the
heavenly Paradise, there is a way to go in, but no \.r 'ay to go out again.'

There dwells the Lord our King,
The Lord our Righteousness,
Triumphant o'er the world and sin,

The Prince of Peace;
On Zion's sacred height
His kingdom He maintains,
And glorious with His saints in l ight

For ever reigns.
(T. Oliver)

209
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ii. Now we turn to consider the Activit ies of Heaven.
The first experience in heaven wil l undoubtedly be to fall down in

wonder and ADORATION. Adoration wil l be a continuing exercise, as
we grow in appreciation of the beauty and wonder of the Lord Jesus
Christ. David said in Psalm 21.4, "One thing I have desired of the
Lord, That wil l I seek : That I may dwell in the house of the [.ord Alt the
da1's of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, And to enquire in
His temple." Of course David expressed this desire as a hope during his
earthly'reign, but it was also an aspiration for the future. As Bishop
Taylor Smith used often to say. 'As now, so then.'Our heavenly l ife wil l
be a continuation of the present, only with aspiration changed for
realisation. Adoration wil l lead to, and in turn be strengthened by

CONTEMPLATION. John te l ls  us that  God's servants '  'shal l  see
His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads' (Rev. 22.4.). This
reminds us that Moses was forty days on the mountain with God, and
when he came down his face shone with the glory of God (Exod. 34.29).
Ours is a similar experience. Even now as we contemplate the glory of
the Lord Jesus Christ, we are being changed into His l ikeness, and this
wil l continue when we are face to face with Him in Heaven. paul tells us
(2 Cor.3. l8 . )  'We al l ,  wi th unvei ied face,  behold ing as in  a mir ror  the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord'. Shall we not pray, as the
hymn writer.

Give me a sight, O Saviour,
Of Thy wondrous love to me
Of the love that brought Thee down to earth,
To die on Calvarv.

(K.  A.  M.  Kel ly)

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING

In the Bible the book of the Psalms, and the Apocalypse show us the
highlights of praise. Ps. 50.23 'Whoever offers praise glorit ies Me.' In
the Revelation we see the Elders singing, accompanied by harps, in
concert  wi th the angels and a l l  the redeemed. (Rev.  5.9. ) 'They s ing a
new song,  saying:  . . . .Worthy is  the Lamb who was s la in To receive
power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honour and glory and
blessing. 'R.  Pache says, ' ln  fact ,  Chr is t ian nat ions are the only ones
which have real music - and often the most remarkable and the most
joyous composers have been vital Christians: Bach and Handel, to
mention only two.' I should add to this: In fact God is call ing out into
His kingdom some from every tribe and nation. All have a different
part to sing. It is the blending of the parts that produces the best music.
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('horal music is generally written for voices of four ranges. Each range
;an offer its deepest feeling as a solo section. but the sustained praise is
generally seen to be the parts which blend the whole choir. Despise
none, appreciate all, and keep your eye on the Conductor!

REST. The Sabbath is a material blessing, but also a picture of
'piritual rest. Jesus said, 'Come unto Me and I u'i l l  give you rest' (Matt.
I  1 .28) .  Paul  wi tnesses,  'We who have bel ieved do enter  that  rest '  (Heb.
-1.3). Again our present experience is a foretaste of what is perfected in
heaven.  (Rev.  14.13.)  "Blessed are the dead which d ie in  the L.ord f rom
now on. 'Yes', says the Spirit, ' that they may resl from their labours,
and their works do follow them." This signifies to us that the
occupations of heaven are on a dift 'erent ievei ihan present activit ies
uhich are hampered all around bv the taint and deficiencies brought
about  by 's in.  This  leads us to consider  our  heavenly SERVICE. In Rev.
7.15,  and 22.3. the redeemed'serve Him day and n ight ' .  Paul  teaches us
that  we are saved ' to  serve the l iv ing and t rue God' {1 Thess I  9-10) ,  and
that  i f  we endure,  we shal l  re ign wi th Him (2 Tim. 2.12)  This is  a lso the
theme of  John (Rev.  3.21) 'To h im who overcomes I  wi l l  grant  to  s i t
r.r ' i th Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with my Father
on His throne.' From the first God made man to be the keeper of the
earth (Gen. 2.15), and ever since the brightest minds among men have
been inquisit ive of the secrets of nature, and foilowed the unending
quest for control over it. May we not infer that the destiny of the
redeemed is to share with Christ in the regulation of the whole universe,
at present even beyond our ken?

ii i. Finally we consider the Present Effects of the Heavenly Hope.
God has highly honoured us in choosing the redeemed for such high

blessings and responsibil i t ies. The consideration of this should deepl.v
affect our present relationship to Him and to our Christian call ing. We
are challenged in respect to five spheres in our l ives:

a. Our Sanctif ication. As He who has called us is holy, so let us be holy
in a l l  manner of  deta i ls  of  our  dai ly  walk.
b. Our Faithfulness. The Lord Jesus erercises faithfulness in the matter
of our salvation. \\ 'e olr 'e it to Him to be faithful in our present witness
for  Him.
c. Our Joy. For the joy' that was set before Him, Christ endured
His humiliation. His joy wil l be our joy, to make us patient to run the
race set before us.
d. Our Consolation. We have the gift of the other Comforter, the Holy
Spirit, ever with us, to meet every need! As Bishop Cosin rvrote,

'Thy blessed unction from above
ls comfort. [ i fe. and fire of love;
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Enable with perpetual light
The dullness of our blindeci sight:
Anoint and cheer our soiled face
With the abundance of Thy grace.'

e. Our Endurance. This is one of the clearest signs of the power of the
Spirit in the Christian l ife.

"Blest  is  the man.  O God.
That stays himself on Thee;
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see.

When we in darkness walk.
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God
And rest upon His Name.

Soon shall our doubts and fears
Subside at His control;
His lovingkindness shall break through
The midnight of the soul.

His grace wil l to the end
Stronger and brighter shine;
Not present things, nor things to come,
Shall quench the l ife divine."

A. M. Toplady

Paul sums up Christian calling in these triumphant words (Col.

l. l0-12.): 'That you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing

Him, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His
glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving

thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in l ight'.

Behold the Throne of Grace;
The promise calls us near,
To see our God and Father's face
Who loves to answer prayer. 

J. Newton
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The Lower Lights
W. J. SEATON (Inverness)

Urbane

In Romans l6:9, Urbane is called, "our helper in Christ;" and as
:uch he is representative of a whole group and a whole grouping of
people in the Word of God. When Paul enumerates the various gifts
and call ings within the Church of Christ, beginning with "apostles, and
prophets, and teachers," and so forth, he then goes on to make mention
of those whom he simply calls, "helps." Just precisely what they were
is, perhaps, open to some speculation, but it hardly seems necessary to
go beyond the plain, straightforward meaning of the term: they were
those who helped!

"Helping" in the cause of the gospel is a very noble occupation, and
whereas, it may be viewed as the m os/ that some can do, it ought also to
be viewed as the lesst that all can do. The apostle Paul himself was not
above "help ing"  in  any g iven s i tuat ion where help was neededi
remember how he gathered sticks for the fire on the rain-drenched
island of Malta? But where some can possibly rise to no greater service
in the work of God thanhelping, the Word of God, nevertheless, takes
note of their service and acknowledges such. Mr. Bunyan, who
normally "bled the Bible" when you pricked him, got his downcast
Pilgrim out of the Slough of Despond with the aid of "a man whose
name was Help." And Mr. Spurgeon tells us of an old Puritan sermon
that he once read on the words, "And Bartholomew." The reason the
old Puritan had spoken on the words, "And Bartholomew" was,
because, as he rightly maintained, you never read of Bartholomew on
his own. He always seems to be "tagging along" - lending a hand in
whatever work seems to be to the fore or the forefront. "And

Bartholomew." lt 's a very l imited phrase; but the possibil i t ies of its
scope are endless.

THOSE WOMEN WHO LABOURED WITH ME IN THE GOSPEI,,
were, no doubt a party of "helpers" in all of Paul's labours in the town
of Phil ippi. They are not named beyond that collective description of
them, but in all probabil ity Lydia, the seller of purple from Thyatira,
was amongst them, as also would have been some of those of her
household who were converted and baptised after her. Perhaps the old
Phil ippian jailer's wife was one, or, perhaps, one or two of his
daughters. Who knows? One thing is sure, if their names are not in
Paul's epistle to the Phil ippians, they are, most assuredl,"", in the book



214 The GosPel Magazine

of l i fe, for, says Paul, "I entreat thee, true yokefellow, help those
women who laboured with me in the gospel; with Clement also...whose
names are in the book of l i fe" who. . .was CLEMENT? For that matter,
who was the "true yokefellow" to whom Paul wrote in his epistle to the
Phil ippians? "And I entreat thee, true yokefellow." Whoever he was,
his description says it all: he was one who put his shoulder under the
"yoke" of the gospel work in that town and Paul now exhorts him to
"help" those - those women - who helped Paul in that same gospel.
"And I entreat thee, true yokefellow, help those women who laboured
wi th me in the gospel . "

The apostle Peter speaks a precious word when he says, "As every
man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another."
( l  Pet .4:10.)  We might  wel l  ask,  what  g i f t?  or  which g i f t?  And the

short answer to that is, whatever gift, or whichever gift God has

bestowed upon us in the context of the Church of Christ on this earth.
As Paul puts it in one place, "the manifestation of the Spirit, is given to
every man to profit whithal." Every man - every saint - has some gift

and some call ing is given to "every man" to "profit withal." That

doesn't mean that the gift or call ing is given to profit the person in ALL
things; "to profit withal;" but it means that it is given to profit all with!
To profit the whole body - the Church - "that God in all things

might be gtorif ied through Jesus Christ." It was a good bit of help that
Aaron and Hur gave to N{oses that day in the valley of Rephidem r,r 'hen
they put a boulder under him and kept his outstretched hands "steady,

unti l the going down of the sun." As Will iam Cou'per reminds us:
"When Moses stood with arms spread wide,

Success was found on Israel's side;
But when through weariness they failed,

That moment, Amalek prevailed."
So, Aaron and Hur came to the rescue; and with one shoulder apiece
under Moses' burden, they became his true yokefellows.

MNASON OF CYPRUS. AN OLD DISCIPI ,E.
One thing about the Word of God is this, it is a very

"comprehensive"  book when i t  comes to hold ing out  the
encouragements of God for everything rendered in His name and for
His praise. And not only does it take time and space to mention those
who directly help by joining their labours to the labours of those who
labour in the gospel, but it also takes into account those who furnish a
bit of rest or respite to those who labour in the gospel.

In chapter 2l of the Acts of the Apostles, we find the apostle Paul on
his way to Jerusalem. He stops of f  a t  the home of  Phi l ip  the evangel is t ,
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and it 's there that Agabus the prophet speaks some words of solemn
,,rarning to Paul regarding his proposed trip to the Jewish capital.
\gabus "took Paul's girdle," we're told, and having bound his own
hands and feet with it, he declared, "Thus saith the Holy Ghost. So
.hall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle." Paul
is "moved," and yet unmoved, by the scenes that follorv the prophecy:
"What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart?" he says, "for I am
ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of
rhe Lord Jesus." Mighty words from the mighty Paul concerning a
rnighty undertaking in his l i fe.

Now, we ought not miss the general scene, nor the events that follow
on from Paul's great words. Paul is "lodging" with the evangelist
Phil ip at this time, and as Agabus the prophet takes Paul's "girdle," we
are being given a glimpse of the apostle taking a bit of respite from all
his labours in the gospel. The girdle was that bit of the eastern dress that
bound everything up and held the whole thing together. When a man
was ready to work, or walk, etc., he "girded up" his garments. When
he relaxed, he took off his girdle and laid it aside. Agabus takes Paul's
girdle; he doesn't take it from Paul, but from the place where Paul has
laid it aside as he has taken and is taking this bit of well-earned rest
under Phil ip's roof. Phil ip affords him such an opportunity; he rs
"given to hospitality," and being given to hospitality is a great means ln
being a "help"  in  the gospel 's  work.

But Paul leaves Phil ip's house, and goes on to Jerusalem. And where
will he find a lodging in Jerusalem - this marked man whom the Jews
seek? It is here that we read for the one and only time of this "Mnason

of Cyprus, an old disciple;" "an old disciple," Luke tells us in Acts,
"with whom we should lodge." Thus, in the self-same context that tells
of Paul's mighty words and deed, this also is written, that "an old
disciple" gave the Lord's great servanr a "a lodging." Just another
"Lower L isht . "

Men may burn the Bib le but  they cannot  quench i ts  l ight .

At Pentecost the Holy Ghost came as He never came before. On that
day the new wine of Christianity burnt the old bottles of . ludaism.

A. l l ' .  Pink
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The First Epistle
of John

A. V. McCandlish (Minehead)

V. Something to Ponder. l. Jn. 2; 12-14.

In these verses the word "because" occurs six times, John says, "l

write unto you, or I have written unto you, because". lt seems therefore
that this word "because" is a challenge to us to consider what it is that
he is writ ing, and why. He told us in chap. l;3. "That which we have
seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship
with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son
Jesus Christ," Now we are called to consider what these experiences are,
and what they mean.

"I write unto you little children, because your sins ore forgiven you

for His nqtne's sqke." v.l2.

Here John is not addressing those who are l itt le children in years.
This is a term of endearment used by an elderly pastor as he addresses
all his people who are truly born again. He addresses them all regardless
of their age or of their spiritual growth. He says, I want you to consider,
and never lose sight of how you came to be in fellowship with God. It is
solely "because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake." Sin
always separates between us and our God; it always hides His face that
He wil l not hear. Isa. 59; 2. It is a wall that always separates us from
God. It is written, "Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord." Heb.
12;14. So John calls us to remember, it is only because our sins are
forgiven that we can have fellowship with God. It was for His name's
sake, not for any good in us, not because of any work of ours, or any
sufferings of ours. It is all of His free grace, and this is the sole basis for
any fellowship with God.

He continues, "I write unto you little children, because ye have
known the Fqther," v.l3(b)

Consider this well. To know God, is not just to learn about Him
through reading, and study. It is the word used to describe a personal
relationship which Jesus called eternal l i fe. Jn. l7l 3. It is the
relationship that exists between a father and his own son. It is the word
used to describe a personal recognition, such as we see when a loved
father comes near to his own child. The child recognises him, he extends
his arms, he kicks with his legs, and he cries out, dad, dad. So Paul
writes; "Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
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into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father." Cal. 4; 6. The Hebrew child's
word for dad is Ab-ba. "I write unto you litt le children, because ye
know the Father." God is not just a name for the supreme Being, who
we believe created the universe. He is not just the God, who we believe
is revealed in the Bible, but is not known to us personally. The Holy
Spirit opened our eyes to see how the Lord Jesus has taken away the
wall of sin. He brought us to see God's great love for us, and led us into
the experience of the new birth. He made us anew, so we became the
children of God. Just as an earthly child is able to recognise his earthly
father, and become aware of his presence, so we now recognise God as
our Father, and are made aware of His presence. Here John calls us to
consider this personal relationship that we have with God. There is no
earthly experience that can compare with it. From Cod our Father we
can have all we need in our l ives now; wisdom, love, power in fact all
the resources to meet every possible emergency. No power on earth or
hell can separate us from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
Death cannot interrupt it, but sin always does. 

'Iherefore 
let us take

good heed to confess all known sin to God, as soon as it is recognised.
Remember, "Your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake".

"I write unto you fathers, because ye have known Him that is from
the beginning." v. I 3, I 4.

Fathers! What dignity, what respect, what wealth of experience is
conveyed by that word. John is not just addressing elderly men, or
elderly christians. These are those christians in the church who are
looked up to and respected; men of deep spiritual experience. They
include those who have been used to bring others to Christ. They are
those who have been through times of testing, and have proved the
keeping power of God. They have; out of a long and rich experience
of God, been able to instruct and help others, and hold responsibil i ty in
the church of God. John now calls upon these fathers in God to
consider what it is He is writ ing to them. To all believers he had
written, "ye have known the Father." Now to these fathers in God, he
writes, "ye have known Him that is from the beginning." They are
reminded here that to know Cod, the infinite and eternal one; the
source of all wisdom, love, and power, is the very greatest experience
possible to man. God is so great that we can only touch the fringe of
such knowledge. Jesus said, "No man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son wil l reveal Him." Matt. l l ;27. So they are to
concentrate on learning fiom the Lord Jesus to know the Father better.
He is from the beginning, but this is also true of the Son. c.f. l . Jn.
l;1,2. They are reminded He was from the beginning with God, and
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was the Creator of all things. His conting into the world was not an
erpedient adopted after an unforseen calamity. [t was all planned
before the creation as a divine revelarion of the glory of the God of
grace. I believe however that there is here a deeper emphasis on the
word knorvn. "Ye have known Him that is from the beginning." The
word is the one used to describe the relationship between husband and
wife; the most intimate, and tender. and binding of all relationships. It
is a l iving union, and this relationship is described thus; "Husbands

love your wives, even as Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for
it. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. We are
members of His body, of His flesh. and of His bones. This is a great
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and His church." Eph. 5;25-32.
C. H. Spurgeon said, "union with God makes a man a father in Cod."
The secret of all their fruitfulness. and all their wisdom, and
steadfastness, is all in this union with God, and the Lord Jesus. Our
Lord said, "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
Me."  Jn.  l5 ;4.  Fathers consider  th is  wel l ,  "ye have known Him that  is
from the beginning." You wil l spend eternity in pursuit of this
knowledge, ever discovering more and more of the wonders of your
God.  Take heed to the rvords of  your  Lord,  "Abide in  Me".

"I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked
o n e . "  v . 1 3 .

Herq John is not addressing young people, but growing christians;
those who are rvaging war against Satan. This is only true of those who
have been born again. Before they were born again they were the
captives of Satan, and bound with the chains of sin. They had no desire
to resist Satan, nor had they the power to do so. It was the Father "who

wrenched them free from the power of darkness, and translated them
into the k ingdom of  His dear  Son".  Col .  l ;13.  He made rhem sold iers
of Christ, and Satan was revealed as their enemy. He opened their eyes
to see how Satan tempts them to turn aside from doing Cod's wil l, to
follow their own desires. He tempts them to l ie to steal, to resort to
v io lence in order  to obta in what  they want .  But  nou, they are no longer
Satan's slaves, they belong to Christ, and the Holy Spirit dwells within
them. In the power of Christ they overcome the wicked one. These are
the christians that John here addresses. and he calls them to consider
this fact, "they have overcome the wicked one". This is their call ing,
Paul  wr i tes,  "Take unto you the whole armour of  God,  that  ye may be
able to wi thstand in the ev i l  day,  and having done a l l  to  s tand."  Eph.
6;13.  Weymouth renders the last  phrase,"having fought  to the end,  to
remain victors on the field."
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John continues "I hqve written unto you young men, bec'ause .ye are
ttrong, qnd the word of God abideth in .you, and 1,e have overcorne the
v'icked one." v.l4

Before they were born again, Paul wrote, "When we were vet
rrithout strength, in due time Christ died for the un-eodly." Rom 5:6. lt
r ias the Holy Spirit who opened their eyes to see their lost condition,
and He showed them how Christ died to save them. The-v heard the call
of God, "Trust ye in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is
everlasting strength." lsa. 26;4. When they put their trust in Him, they
*'ere united to Him so that His strength became their strength. "Strong

in the strength which God supplies, through His eternal Son." The
omnipotent Holy Spirit was dwell ing in them, but thi,s strength was not
their own to use as they might choose, they were the servants of Cod.
They had the power to receive the r,r 'ord of God, not just as a book,
erternal to them, and often running contrary to their own desires. They
received it into their hearts, as the wil l of Him whom they loved. Each
command was very precious; it was an opportunity to show their love
for Him. It clearly expressed His wil l for them, and as such it was final,
they would never question it, i t must be obeyed. All the power of God,
and of the Holy Spirit was there to see that it was carried out. It rvas in
this way that they overcome the wicked one. They followed in the
footsteps of the Lord Jesus. When He was tempted by Satan in the
',vilderness, He put Satan to fl ight by taking His stand upon the word of
God. To each temptation, He replied, "It is r,vritten." He did not merely'
quote the scripture; He took His stand upon what was written as the
final word of God, and therefore the end of the rnatter. Of course Satan
must flee. So here growing christians are called to consider this fact.
The word of God must abide in their hearts, and be accepted as the final
rule in every situation. It sets forth the u'i l l  of Cod, and all the power of
God is always available to carry it out. In this there is fellowship with
God.



220 The Gospel Magazine

Joseph and the
Sermon on the Mount

Studies on the Life of Joseph (7)

W.  J .  McDOWELL

\\'hen Joseph was 30 years old Pharaoh made him ruler over all the
land of Egypt. He spent the following 7 years in gathering into
storehouses the surplus grain of the abundant harvests. The severity of
the famine compelled his brothers to come to Egypt to buy corn. He
recognised them, but they did not know him. When he saw them bow
down before him, he remembered his youthful dreams (Gen. 42:6-9).
They had been literally fulfilled.

Approximately 22 years had passed since his brothers had sold him
for a slave, because they hated him. Now the position had been
reversed. He could imprison them or sell them as slaves, if he wished;
no one could deliver them from his power. A sudden change in
circumstances often reveals a person's character. What will Joseph do?
Will he continue to conceal his identity? Will he abuse his authority,
and wreak vengeance upon them? No! He does the unlikely thing. He
puts into practice the principles announced many years later by our
Lord Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount.

I .

JOSEPH WAS KIND. Our Lord commanded: "Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you" (Matt. 5:44
A.V.).lt is quite clear that Joseph never had any intention of i l l-treating
his brothers. When they came the second time for corn he assured them
of his goodwill, and invited them to come and live in Egypt under his
protection (Gen.45:4-15l. At their father's funeral, l7 years later, when
they sti l l  doubted his forgiveness, he wept, comforted them, and spoke
kindly to them (Gen. 50:16-21). Before God caused Moses to write it,
Joseph practised the principle: "Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any
grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy
neighbour as myself" (Lev. I9:18).

The secret cause of his conduct was that the Lord was with him. and
he became in some measure l ike his Deliverer, Companion and Guide.
He freely forgave those who had sinned against him.

I I

JOSEPH WAS WISE. Had these men changed for the better during the
intervening years? He was anxious to know how they had treated their
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father, and how they regarded his brother, Benjamin. He commanded
them to bring Benjamin with them when they return for more corn.
When they did so they were subjected to a further test. Benjamin was
accused of stealing a valuable cup from Joseph's palace. Will the others
ieave him to be unjustly punished, as they would most likely have left
Joseph 20 years before? Or, will they stand by their youngest brother in
his trouble? Evidently they have changed. They refuse to return home
rvithout Benjamin, Judah makes an eloquent appeal on his behalf, and
generously offers to remain as a slave if he is set free. This caused
Joseph to break down in tears, and to assure them of his forgiveness.

Joseph in his wisdom gave no assurance of forgiveness until he was
certain his brothers would appreciate it. His action reminds us of our
Lord's teaching: "neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you" (Matt.
7:6). Today some well-meaning people are very anxious that thugs,
burglars, and even murderers should be assured of the goodwill of the
community, instead of being punished. Would it not be wise to imitate
Joseph, and make sure that such offenders appreciate forgiveness? One
of the signs of such appreciation is repentance when the offender agrees
that he ought to be punished. The penitent thief at Calvary declared to
his impenitent companion: "We receive the due reward of our deeds"
(Luke 23:41l. "This is a point in the penitent thief's story which is
fearfully overlooked", says Bishop Ryle. "Thousands look at the broad
fact that he was saved in the hour of death, and look no further. They
do not look at the distinct and well-defined evidences of repentance
which fell from his lips before he died".

Joseph's kindness was not indifference about what was right and
what was wrong. The brothers themselves could not forget their crime.
They confessed to each other: "We are verily guilty concerning our
brother...therefore is this distress come upon us" (Gen. 42:21). The
great problem of Divine forgiveness of human sin is: How can God
remain righteous, and treat as righteous those who are guilty in His
sight?

"This is the really distinguishing characteristic of the God of
revelation", remarks Dr Warfield. "He is a thoroughly honest, a
thoroughly conscientious God - a God who deals honestly with
Himself and us, who deals conscientiously with Himself and us. And a
thoroughly conscientious God, we may be sure, is not a Cod who can
deal with sinners as if they were not sinners. In this fact l ies, perhaps,
the deepest ground of the necessity of an expiatory atonement".
Joseph's brothers sinned against him - a fellowman. Our sins maybe
against others, but they are against God our Creator and Judge. We
need:

221



222

Those who have been forgiven can well exclatm:

The Gospel Magazine

"Pardon - from un offended God!
Purdon - .for .sins o-f deepest dye

Paron - bestowed through Jesu's hlood!
Pqrdon -th(tt brings the rebel nigh!"

"Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and .free?"

A Sympathising Saviour
STEPHEN V. REES (Grace Baptist Church, Stockport)

Hebrews 4: 14-16

The letter to the Hebrews was written to Christians under enormous
pressure. Born and brought up as Jews, they have been converted and
turned to Christ. Now they are under pressure to abandon their
Christian faith and to return to Judaism. Their own people reject them:
they are tempted by opposition, by persecution, by financial hardship.
More than that however, they are tempted by their own personality and
background. While they maintained their Jewish faith they enjoyed
many privileges: a holy city as the centre of their life together, an earthly
temple as the focus of their worship and hope, a visible high priest to
sacrifice and pray for them. These things were precious to them. It is
always hard to continue to trust and hope in what is unseen. They
longed for visible tokens to strengthen them. As adherents to the Jewish
faith they had had such tokens; now, as Christians, they were
commanded to fasten their hope to the unseen realit ies of Christ's
kingdom.

Already some of them were beginning to drift. They had lost their
first zeal and enthusiasm and were beginning to make compromises
with the life they had left behind. They were discouraged and weary,
tired of the long struggle, the loneliness and the isolation, worn down
by the scorn of those who had once been their companions and friends'

The writer longs to encourage them, to comfort and strengthen them.
He longs to tell them that they have lost nothing by coming to Christ. If
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they are excluded from the temple on earth, they have access to the very
presence of God in glory. lf they have no part in the sacrif ices of Israel,
they are partakers in the one perfect sacrif ice, offered once for all. If
now they have no earthly high priest to pray for them, they have the
eternal Son of God as their heavenly high priest. 'Slnce'he says, 'we

hsve a great high priest who has gone through the heavens..'Theirs is
the 'great' the ultimate high priest. On earth. there had been many high
priests - one in each generation. Jesus is declared to be the supreme
high priest, and he is a high priest who has 'passed into the heavens'.

There was a time when he was made a little lower than the angels and
subjected to the power of death. (ch.2 & 9,14) lt is from a place of
humiliation and shame that he has risen to the throne where he sits
today. But that throne is in the place of ult imate and absolute authority.
These Jewish Christians believed in a succession of heavens (Paul in 2
Corinthians 12 vs 2 speaks of the third heaven) each more glorious than
the one before. Jesus has passed through them all to the highest place,
holding all authority in heaven and earth.

That is why they are to hold firmly to the faith they profess. They
have a Saviour who is well able to sustain them in their need: he is the
Sovereign Lord! They have a high priest who has the power to help
them in their need. But more than that, they have a high priest who is
willing to help them in their need. They do not have a high priest who
cannot be touched with the feeling of our weaknesses. He has been
tempted in all ways, as we are.

How important this is to us! Our Lord Jesus has experienced the full
weight of temptation in His own self. He has been tested in every way.
He has been tempted in every aspect of his personality. He has
erperienced temptation coming to him through all the channels by
which temptation comes to us. Scripture would seem to teach that we
are tempted chiefly in three ways. John in his first epistle explains them
(Ch.  2.16)  as the 'desi re of  the f lesh ' ,  ' the desi re of  the eye'and the
'pride of l i fe' (the desire for recognition and status). All temptations, in
all centuries have come through these channels. Eve, in the garden felt
the desire of the flesh: - the fruit was good to eat. She knew the desire
of the eye:- it was good to look upon. She knew the pride of l i fe:- the
fruit was to be desired to make her wise. l ike God himself.

We can say that Jesus has been tempted to the full in each of these
aspects of human experience. He has known the agonising temptation
that comes through the desires of the flesh. In the wilderness he
experienced desperate hunger; throughout his ministry he experienced
weariness and pain. When temptation comes to us through the natural
desires of our bodies - desire for comfort, rest, warmth, food or
whatever it mav be. we can sav that our hish nriest knows to the full



224 The Gospel Magazine

how real those temptations can be. He knows how insistent and
constant are the demands of our natural appetites. He has tasted
physical temptation to the full.

He has known too the temptations that come through the eye: the
natural desire for those things that are beautiful and pleasing. It is not
wrong to desire such things: the temptation lies in the urge to seek them
at times and in ways which God has forbidden. Our Christ has seen the
kingdoms of the world and all their glory laid out before him. He
knows how hard it is to refuse what is lovely and appealing for the sake
of the kingdom. He knows how persistent is the natural desire for the
good things of life, and how hard it is to choose the path of the cross.

He has known thirdly the temptation that comes from the natural
desire for status, for recognition, for friendship. He has faced rejection
and misunderstanding and bitter loneliness. He has been betrayed by
His enemies and abandoned by His friends. He has been misunderstood
and considered insane by his family. He has known the pain of a well-
meaning friend's attempt to draw him aside from the Father's will.
Only he has experienced to the full the temptation that comes through
others. How his infinitely tender soul must have been hurt under the
trial of such rejections!

We can be tempted then in three ways: firstly, by our own bodies: our
desires and appetites, secondly, by things outside of ourselves: our love
for the beautiful. thirdly, by other people: our desire for dignity and
esteem. Our Saviour has experienced temptation in all these ways.

'And yet without sln'. Tempted to the full, He has never succumbed
to temptation. Never for one moment did He dally with desires for
those things that God had forbidden. Never for one moment did He
allow the concerns of his body to distract him from his passionate
obedience to his Father. Never for one moment did he put his desire for
human recognition and friendship above His concern to please the One
who had sent him. One who had fallen could not be of help to us. A
person who cannot overcome his own temptations cannot help me to
overcome mine. Our high priest is one who has faced infinite
temptation and remained obedient: even to the death of the cross. So he
is able to help us. He is not unable to sympathise with our weaknesses.
We need fear no angry scornful rejection when we come to Him in our
need. At times we will receive that from men: we come to them with
confession of weakness and need and they are shocked and horrified.
Maybe they have never understood how real such temptation can be.
Our Saviour understands. He has faced it and he has overcome it.

That is why we can approach the throne of grace with confidence.
Christ sits on a throne. He is the King: He rules in majesty and glory.
But it is a throne of grace. He rules grociously. He exercises His power
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not to judge and punish those who come to him confessing weakness
and failure, but to assist them tenderly and mercifully. He rules on their
behalf. His kingship is always exercised to aid them. Those who come
to that throne, weary and tired, despondent, feeling that they can go on
no longer, tempted to the limits of their strength find at that throne
'mercy and grace to help in time of need'. lt is mercy they need because
they are sinners. So often when we come to look for help, our
conscience tells us that we will not receive it - because our problems
spring directly from our own disobedience and sin. The writer tells us
that the help we receive at the throne of grace is given not on the basis of
our worth but on the basis of the King's mercy.

Mercy is guaranteed. We will find grace to help us. The help that
grace brings may come to us in two ways. In our distresses we cry to
God that He will change our circumstances; that he will remove the
temptation. Sometimes He does. Very often He does not. Very often
the help He brings is not to change our circumstances to suit us, but to
change us to cope with our circumstances. Very often indeed we wil l not
even be aware that He rs helping us. All we will know is that we have
succeeded in getting through another day without collapse! From the
perspective of eternity we will look back and say 'l was not aware of it
at the time but grace did come to help in the hour of need - otherwise I
would never have survived'. Christ often sends no more help than is
absolutely necessary - but he always sends enough help. Moreover He
sends that help at the time of need. Generally, he does not send help
before it is needed. He does not give dying grace to the living. He does
not give unemployment grace to the working. He does not give grace in
sickness to the healthy. He promises us the grace we need when we need
it, and not before. And He knows when we doneed it. Very often we
imagine that we can go on no longer: we feel that we are at the end of
our tether. It seems to us that the temptation has gone on for ever. We
cannot understand why help has not come. Christ knows when we
genuinely cannot go on one more day, one more hour, one more
minute. He may keep us waiting unti l the very last moment. But He wil l
not tempt us for one moment more than we are able to bear. He is the
perfect High priest.

Our passage reproves us so gently. So often we do not receive help
because we do not ask for it. When we do ask, so often it is with doubt
and fear. Christ our High Priest, eternally God and man, has made
atonement for our sins. (ch. l:3) He has purchased every blessing for
us. He has purchased the right to grant us mercy and grace to help in
time of need. The Hebrew Christians to whom the letter is addressed
have no need to despair or to turn back from the struggle to maintain
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their faith. Their high priest is infinitely powerful, infinitel.v merciful.
ever readv to help. He is our high priest too. the same yesterday. today
and forever.

Edmund Grindal 1519-1583
FRANCIS COXON

Edmund Grindal was born in the year 1519, in the parish of St. Bees,
in Cumberland. Of his family and earlv history l itt ie is known. At the
usual age he rvas sent to N,lagdalen College, Cambridge, whence he
afterwards removed successively to Christ's College, and Pembroke
Hall. Of this last named he became fellow, president, and master.
"Before he came to be taken notice of in the church," observes John
Strype, "he made a figure in the university, as one of the ripest wits and
learnedest men in Cambridge." Grindal was, in 1549, selected out of the
whole university, as one of the four disputants against the doctrine of
transubslantiation, at a public disputation held before King Edward's
visitors.

I .  CHAPLAIN TO NICHOLAS RIDLEY

In the year 1550, Nicholas Ridldy, then bishop of London, appointed
Grindal one of his chapiains, together with John Bradford and John
Rogers, both afterwards being martyrs in Queen Mary's reign. It is not
improbable, that Ridley, besides knowing Grindal as a member of his
college, had also been impressed with a favourable opinion of his
learning and abil it ies during the recent disputation at which he had
presided. The high estimation in which Ridley held him is apparent in
the following extract from a letter which he wrote to Sir John Cheke:
"Now the man Master Grindal unto whom I would give this prebend,
doth move me much; for he is a man known to be both of virtue,
honesty, wisdom, and learning." Shortly after this he was preferred to
the office of precentor of St. Paul's. While thus connected with Ridley,
he was constantly employed in preaching throughout the diocese, when
reformed gospel ministers were selected for pulpits, in order to impress
the attentive mind favourablv to the reformed faith.

I I .  DEATH OF EDWARD VI

On the s ix th of  Ju ly ,  1533,  our  Josiah;  King Edward d ied,  and wi th
him the hopes of those who looked favourably upon the advancing
work of the Reformation. Forseeing the storm which was gathering
over the church, Grindal, in company with many others of great piety
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and learning, of whom several afterwards attained to positions of
eminence under Queen Elizabeth, took refuge on the continent. His
first place of exile was Strasburgh; and so l itt le hope did he entertain of
a change in the aspects of ecclesiastical affairs in England, that he
applied himself dil igently to learn the Gerrnan language, that he might
be able to exercise his ministry in those parts. From Strasburgh he
occasionally visited other places, and spent some time at Wasselheim,
Spires, and Frankfort.

I I I .  CORRESPONDENCE WITH JOHN FOXE
and NICHOLAS RIDI-EY

One of Grindal's chief employments during his exile was to collect
"the writ ings and stories of the leartted and pious sufferers in England,
and to publish them; for which purpose he had a great correspondence
here." The results of his enquiries he communicated to John Foxe, the
martyrologist, who incorporated them into lt is laborious work, "The

Acts and Monuments."
The following is an extract frotn one of the letters written by Grindal

to Foxe. "Grace and peace. I give you my best thanks, my very dear
friend Foxe, that you have honoured me with those first-fruits of your
labours. - I have heard also that Master Martyr and Master Bull inger
have expressed a wish, with respect to the writ ings of Master Hooper,
that he had had time and leisure to revise them: for that, being
composed suddenly and in prison, he had not written on a subject,
agitated at that t ime by the disputations of many, with the guardedness
which such an ulcerated age as ours requires. I do not arrogate to myself
the part of a crit ic; but candidly, after my manner, communicate to you
the convictions of my mind. I doubt not but that, if you publish them,
you wil l where there is need subjoin a crit ical note. There are here some
documents relating to his history, but more are expected. These perhaps
may be most conveniently placed amongst the Acts of the rest. And
perhaps if you should publish Philpot's examination separately, the
same may be again inser ted in  the great  work among the Acts. . . . . l  pray
you to take care that those letters be sent to Zurich, and that with all
speed. Fare you rvell in the Lord. Salute, I pral'you, Bale, Pilkington,
Bentham, and the rest of the brethren.

Strasburg.  August  l ,  1556.  Yours,  Edm. Gr indal . "
From a letter written by Grindal to Ridle.v, we would quote the two

concluding paragraphs therefrom: Ridley was at this timc a prisoner at
Oxford.

"We have a lso here cer ta in copies of  your  answers in  the
disputat ion. . .  the t reat ise in  Engl ish against  t ransubstant ia t ion.  uhich
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in time wil l be translated into Latin. lt hath been thought best not to
print them ti l l  we see what God wil l do with you, both for incensing of
their malicious fury, and also for restraining you and others from
writing hereafter; which should be a greater loss to the church of Christ,
than forbearing of these for a time. If I shall know your wil l to do
otherwise in it, the same shall be followed. Thus much I thought good
to let -vou understand concerning these matters, and concerning the
poor state of men here, who most earnestly and increasingly do cry unto
God for the delivery of his church. to behold the cause of the affl icted,
and to hear the groans of his imprisoned; knowing that you, who in this
state have more familiar access unto God, do not forget us.

God comfort you, aid you, and assist you with His Spirit and grace,
to continue his unto the end, to the glory of his name, the edification of
his church, and the subversion of Antichrist's kingdoml Amen.

From Frankfor t ,  the 6th of  May,  1555.  E.G."

In short, by what appears from Grindal's and Foxe's own letters,
Grindal was an earnest assistant in compiling Foxe's Martyrology; both
by his continual counsel; and by supplying him with materials for it;
much whereof he sent him drawn up, and methodized by his own pen in
Engl ish.

IV. DEATH OF MARY AND ACCESSION OF ELIZABETH

Upon the death of Queen Mary, lTth November, 1558, those who
had fled at the commencement of her reign, for the most part returned.
Amongst the earliest of these was Grindal, who in the end of December
was on his way to England. Alt the piety and wisdom of the returning
exiles were now called into requisit ion and settlement of the church. The
work of reformation, which had advanced under Edward, had been
defaced by his successor. Crindal was a man of too much reputation to
be left without employment in this important crisis. In 1559 Grindal was
nominated bishop of London, and shortly after his elevation we find
him preaching at various times before the queen, and at St. Paul's
cross. On one of these occasions, the 3rd March, 1560, "there was a
mighty audience; for the people were greedy to hear the gospel."

In the year 1568, the first edition of the great bible, commonly called
the Bishops' Bible, was published. Matthew Parker, archbishop of
Canterbury, was the chief promoter of this undertaking, in the
execution of which he secured the assistance of the best qualif ied men,
both for learning and character. Amongst these were several bishops,
from which this edition derived its name. Edmund Grindal appears to
have executed the minor prophets, that portion of the work bearing his
in i t ia ls  E.L.  (Edmundus London).  John Strype,  Parker ,  vo l .  r i .222.
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In April, 1570, Grindal was nominated to the archbishopric of York,
and was succeeded in the diocese of London bv Edwin Sandys, his earlv
lriend and companion. The state of his new sphere was far from
encouraging, ignorance and superstit ion abounding. Grindal instituted
a metropolitan visitation, for which Articles of Inquiry and Injunctions
were given forth. By the prudent management of the archbishop, and
especially by his dil igence in providing men of piety for the ministry, he
succeeded in considerably improving the condition of the province.

Among the detailed and lengthy Injunctions given are: "All crosses,
candlesticks, to be utterly defaced, broken, and destroyed," and "all

altars be utterly taken down, and that the altar stones be broken..."
" . . .prov ide. . . .a  comely and decent  table,  s tanding on a f rame, for  the
ho l y  commun ion . . . . "

Since the beginning of the Oxford Tractarian movement 1833, the
placing of a cross on the communion table has increased to such a
degree that it is now to be seen in most churches. Bishop Maltby in his
diocesan Charge. 1841, said, "We are threatened with a revival of the
foll ies of a bygone superstit ion. A suspicious predilection has been
manifested for the emblem of the cross."

Also an extract from a sermon by the martyred Hugh t,atimer:
"Where the devil is resident, and hath his plough going, then away with
books and up with candles, away with bibles and up with beads; away
with the l ight of the gospel and up with the l ight of candles, yea, at noon
days."

Jesus said, "Cod is a Spirit: and they that worship him MUST
worship him in spirit and in truth." John 4,24. Christian worship,
therefore, has nothing to do with man-made idols. "Ye worship ye
know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship h im."  John 4.22-23.  What  a p i ty  that  the wooden communion
tables of the Elizabethan period, sti l l  in existence, are hidden from view
by the rags of priestcraft!

V.  GRINDAL SUCCEEDS PARKER AT CANTERBURY

The year 1574 was memorable for the suppression of the religious
exercises, called "prophesyings." Some of the bishops being persuaded
of the usefulness of these exercises, revealed their unwill ingness to put
them down. This gave great offence to queen Elizabeth, who addressed
a letter to all the bishops in England, peremptorily commanding them
to suppress them. Her majesty in this discovered a most despotic and
tyranical spirit. Parker died lTth May, 1575, and was succeeded by
Grindal. Crindal had not been long at Canterbury, before he was
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suspended and coni' ined to his own house, for not suppressing the
prophesyings. The spiritual erercises known as prophesyings were based
on the apostolic direction: "For.ve may all prophesy clne by one, that all
may learn,  and a l l  inay be comfor ted."  I  Cor .  14,31.  For  indeed,
prophecy, in that and similar places of the epistles, does not, in that and
like places, as it does sometimes, signify prediction oi things to come,
which gift is not now ordinary in the church; but signifies there, the
lnlr ' i  irr.r- 't i l t ion and exposition ol' the scriptures. "At these assemblies,"
writes J. Strype. "there were great confluxes of people to hear and
learn. And by this means the ministers and curates were forced to read
authors, and consult expositors anci commentators, and to follow their
studies. that they might speak to purpose rvhen they were to appear in
public; and herebv they considerably profited themselves in the
knorvledge of the scripture." ln the dearth of preaching and of
ministers competent to preach, these exercises met a pressing need; and
made them a medium ol'sound scriptural tc'aching.

Grindal addressed a lengthy letter to Elizabeth: from which we quote
one paragraph: "Public and continual preaching of God's word is the
ordinary' means and instrument of the salvation of mankind. Paul
cal le th i t  the min is t ry  of  reconci l ia t ion"  (2 Cor.  5,18)  unto God.  By
preaching of CiocJ's word the glory of God is enlarged, faith is
nourished, and charity increased. By it the ignorant is instructed, the
negligent exhorted and incited, the stubborn rebuked, the weak
conscience comforled, and to all those that sin of malicious wickedness
the wrath of God is threatened. By preaching also due obedience to
christian princes and magistrates is planted in the hearts of subjects: for
obedience proceedeth of conscience grounded upon the word of God;
the word of God working his effect by preaching. So as generally, where
preaching wanteth, obedience faileth." Written Dec. 20, 1576. The full
text of the letter occupies pages 376 to 390 inclusive, "Remains of
Cr indal . "  Parker  Soc.  1843.  However,  Gr indal 's  address proved
ineffectual: Elizabeth maintaining an imperious and peremptory
at t i tude in opposi t ion to prophesyings!

By the year  1582 Gr indal  had tota l ly  lost  h is  eyesight ,  through hard
study and infirmities and affl iction. Losing all hope of recovering his
s ight ,  towards the end of  that ,vear ,  he res igned h is  see,  and ret i red to
Croydon,  rvhere he passed away two months af terwards,6th July ,  1583.

F .  C .
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Precious Things
H. SALKELD (Chippenham)

When Moses pronounced his blessings, as under God, upon the
twelve tribes of Israel, we read that a special blessing rested 'upon the
head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was separated
from his  brethren ' .  (Deut .  33:16) .

Included within the compass of Joseph's blessing were his two sons,
Ephraim and N{anasseh. One noticeable feature throughout, is the use
of the word 'PRECIOUS'. From '. 'erse l3 we read, 'Blessed of the Lord
be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the
deep which coucheth beneath. And for the precious fruits put forth by
the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the moon. And for the
chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the
lasting hil ls. And for the precious things of the earth, and fulness
thereof, and for the goodwill of Him that dwelt in the bush. let the
blessing come upon the head of Joseph.' (Deut. 33).

The word 'precious'signifies valuable, or very valuable and a striking
example is given in the Gospel by N{ark c.l4 where we read in verse 3,
'And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at
meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of
spikenard, verlt preciou.s, and she brake the box and poured it on His
head' .

This par t icu lar  o intment  was precious in  i tse l f ,  because of  i ts
costl iness, but it was doubly precious to the Lord Jesus Christ on this
occasion, as evidence of this woman's love, and wil l ingness to sacrif ice
so much in honour of her Lord and Master.

So. the widow's mite, representing all that she had, contained
something 'precious' in the giving, which Jesus Himself saw, for, as the
Scriptures declare, 'The Lord looketh at the heart'.

In the early part of the lst Samuel we read of the PRECIOUS
WORD as follows, 'And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord
before Eli. And the Word of the Lord was preciotts in those days, there
was no open v is ion ' .  ( l  Sam. 3: l )

Because of their idolatry and backsliding state, God had shown His
displeasure upon the people of Israel by withholding the spirit of
prophecy, and there was no true prophet of the Lord to whom the
people might turn for counsel and guidance, or as a mediator on their
behalf before Cod. Therefore, to those in the land who truly feared the
Lord, His Holy Word was all the more precious. Does not this find an
echo in the l ife and experience of many a child of God today? From
time to time one may be debarred from the public means of grace,

231
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through sickness and infirmity or some other cause, and then how good
it is when the soul can have recourse to Cod and to His preciotts Worcl!
In very close connection with this is the subject of the sower and the
seed.

In Psalm 126:6 we read, 'He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed shall doubtless come again, with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves wi th h im' .

The husbandman, having turned over the earth with his plough
scatters the precious grain seed and then must wait for the rain and sun
to do their appointed work, to bring forth the precious fruit.

"We plough the fields and scatter
fhe good seed on the land,

But it is fed and watered
By God's AlmightY hand'.

Once many years ago, being in South Devon in the early spring,
having pushed my bicycle up a long, tedious hil l , I made a halt at the
top to rest for a few minutes. C)n one side of the road just opposite
where I had stopped was a wooden field gate and, leaning upon it and
gazing intently upon the field, was a middle aged man with every
appearance of a farmer. As I stopped he turned towards me and we
exchanged greetings. I then drew closer to the gate and said to him,
'You seem to be looking very earnestly towards the field ahead; is there
something specially you are looking at or for?'. Personally, I could see
nothing but bare earth. 'Well, Sir, 'he replied, 'I myself ploughed the
whole of that field earlier on and later sowed wheat seed. Then I could
do no more but just wait for the rain and sun to do their work, under
God. When you came along just now I was looking in hope and
anticipation at a field of golden, waving corn.' I thanked him for his
words which gave rise to much thought as I cycled on to my next port of
call. If the farmer was a man of God, as I believe he was, then the
ploughing and sowing was attended by humble prayer and the field
watered by the same.

The Apostle Peter in his second Epistle addresses those 'who have
obtained like precious faith with us, through the righteousness of God,
and our  Saviour  Jesus Chr is t . ' ( I I  Peter  l :1 . )  I t  is ,  the Scr iptures
declare, the gift of God and, indeed, the Lord Jesus Christ is the Object
of God-given faith. Surely herein l ies the infinite value of this vital,
living faith - its preciousness!

"To Him it leads the soul
When plunged in deep distress,
Flies to the fountain of His blood,

And trusts His riehteousness."
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All those who have, as the Apostle Peter expresses it, obtained ' l ike

precious faitft 'wil l  know something, more or less, of the trial of faith.
So he writes in his First Epistle chapter l. verses 6 & 7'Wherein ye
greatly rejoice though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptations. That the trial of your faith, being much
more preciouJ than of gdd that perisheth, though it be tiled ilth fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory, at the appearing of
.lesus Christ. '  How emphatic is this declaration concerning faith's trial
- 'much more precioas than of gold which perisheth!' If one should
say, How can these things be?' the answer is seen and known in the
sinner's own experience, and as Job himself declared on one occasion,
'When He hath t r ied me,  I  shal l  come for th as gold. ' (Job.23:10)

"Gold in the furance tried,
Ne'er loses aught but dross,

So is the Christian purif ied,
And bettered by the cross."

The vital function of the trial of faith is surely twofold,
l. To make manifest the reality of the faith itself.
2. To serve as a means of increasing and strengthening the same.

Further, wherever precious faitlr is bestowed it will lead the sinner to
a precious Christ, to seek to lay hold on that hope set before us in the
Gospel. It will magnify that precious Name - the Name of Jesus, and,
above all, it will plead at the mercy seat the precious blood He so freely
shed at Calvary, and wil l humbly seek to take shelter there. Such souls
can truly say:-

"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' Name."

Following these few considerations, there is one more precious thing
to be mentioned, and it is found in Psalm I l6:15. 'Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the desth of His sqints.'The death of a believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ, whether a close relative or a friend, is attended with
much grief and sorrow, and a deep sense of loss. Neverthless, in God's
sight, that death is precious, and the Lord says of each one as they are
gathered home to glory, 'And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of
Hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels, and I wil l spare them as a
man spareth his own son that serveth him.' (Malachi 3:17).

Joseph lrons in one of his hymns upon this subject, beginning,
'Hark how the choir around the throne

Adore their glorious King,'

continues later on as follows:-
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Anon, the pearly gates unfold,
An heir of bliss draws nigh,

Again they strike their harps of gold,
And 'Hal le lu jah 'cry. '

Another sinner born of God,
Makes heaven's vast concave ring

Again they Jesus' love record
And 'Hal le lu jah 's ing.

At last, the ransomed throng complete
Is glorif ied throughout,

Again they bow at Jesus' feet,
And'Hal le lu jah '  shout .

Ere long we hope to join the throng,
Who bow before the King,

And in one everlasting song,
Our 'Hal le lu jah '  br ing.

James on Prayer
In James 5, I 3-l 8, there is a remarkable description of different kinds

of prayer:

l. Individual Proyer - "let him pray" (v.13). This is an exhortation
to the "affl icted," bidding him take his case to God. It is better to pray
than to grumble.

2. United Prayer - "let them pray" (v.14). The "elders of the
Church" are to pray with and over the sick man; but, prayer is to be
accompanied with the use of the means, the healing oil was to be
applied, and this in "the name of the Lord", relying on Jehovah Rophi
for the blessing which alone makes the means effectual.

3. Believing Prayer - "the prayer of faith" (v. 15) is that which shall
"save the sick" by the glorious answer vouchsafed in accordance with
promise - "the Lord shall raise him up". Believing prayer is the prayer
of dependence. Faith is that act of the soul by which everything is
committed to and left in the Lord's hands. This is trust and trust is
prayer.

4. [ntercessory Prayer - "pray one for another" (v.16). In
intercession or prayer for the brethren, the saints have fellowship with
.lesus. He lives to intercede; especially is intercession needed in cases of
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faultiness; and this is the divinely appointed method of healing.

5. Effectual Prayer - "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much". (v.16). Effectual prayer is always '(fs1ysn1" -
real, warm and true.

6. Definite Prayer - "Elias prayed that it might not rain." One great
mark of real prayer is its definiteness. The need is made known, the
request presented.

7. Repeated Prayer -((f{s prayed again" (v.18). Prayer may be
repeated as fresh occasions arise. Every change in circumstances must
be made the occasion of special appeal.

From 'Biblical Notes' bv Edward Carr.

BOOK REVIEWS
The Night Watches: H. Salkeld. pp. 4E. fl. post free. Obtainable
from the author at 6l Park Lane, Chippenham, Wilts.

We are pleased to see another booklet by our esteemed contributor.
"The Night Watches" is three parts. The first contains the author's
own experiences in the two world wars; the second part speaks of the
sinner's experience of the night watches in a spiritual sense. The third
part is taken in a national sense, in view of the night of moral and
spiritual decay so obvious at the present t ime.

The message of the booklet is t imely - may it be used to speak a
word in season to manv.

N l .  H .

Striving Together J. t l lwyn Davies. Evangelical Press of Wales. Pp
JO.  / Jp

Mr Davies, rvho is Secretary of the Evangelical Movement of Wales,
and Editor of the Evangelical Magazine of Wales, has produced this
very factual  account  of  the beginnings of  the E.M.W.,  i ts  pr inc ip les,
and aims. The book describes the sad plight of the many Chapels,
independent or denominational, which lack the means of fellowship
with other evangelical groups. I 'rom earlier revivals small churches
proliferated in Wales. The E.M.W. offers them a suitable Doctrinal
Standard, an inter-Church connection, and ministerial fellowship. To
this end it has fostered the growth of missionary interest, youth camps,
conferences, and leadership training. Theological faithfulness is
therefore strengthened amidst scenes of widespread apostacy among the
larger denominations. The movement has also fostered a number of
very useful Christian Bookshops, and publications by the Evangelical
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Press of Wales in both languages. The movement aims, not at being a
denominalion, but at providing a scene for wider church unity on an
evangelical basis, for churches or individuals who seek such fellowship.

w . J . P .

Andrew Bonar: Diary and Life. pp. 535; f6.95 Banner of Truth
Trust.

We are glad to see and recommend a new edition of this delightful
book. The reviewer has prized his copy over the years and has found it
both a source of information on the various happenings of the time and
also an enrichment and challenge in his own ministry.

The first half of the book consists of Bonar's diary and the second
reminiscences b1'' his daughter. Andrew Bonar (1810-1892) was an
outstanding minister of the Free Church of Scotland and the close
friend and biographer of Robert Murray M'Cheyne. We are thankfui to
the Banner of Truth Trust for this further edition. M.H.

The Diary of James Morrison: G. N. M. Coll ins pp. 140. f4.95
(hardback). Obtainable from the Free Church Bookroom, The Mound,
Edinburgh.

The reviewer found the reading of this book an interesting experience
giving as it does an insight into l ife in North Uist. James Morrison was
minister of the Free Church congregation of North Uist and Grimsay
tbr 40 years (1942-82). The diary covers only the last 1 8 years of his long
ministry. Professor Coll ins has skilfully selected extensive extracts from
the diary and presented us with an attractive story of a faithful pastor.
The love and concern of a minister for his people comes out clearly in
the  book .  M .H .

Excuse Me, Mr Davis-Hallelujah. Geraint Fielder. Evangelical Press
of Wales, and I. V. Press (Jointlv). Pp 264. f2.95.

The striking tit le of this book, a new history of the Welsh branch of
the I .V.F.  (now U.C.C.F.) ,  assures us that  i t  is  by no means as dry as
dust. It is the story of the evangelical student witness in the Welsh
Col leges 1923 to 1983.

My own interest was gripped from the first, as I read fresh details of
friends and connections that I have had over fifty years of ministry.

The greater interest wil l no doubt be for the brethren in Wales, but it
is by no means relevant to them alone, as there is a healthy interchange
between Christian witness in England and Wales. Further the style of
the book, though in outl ine a history, is such in its detail as to make it a
treasury of testimony by young men and women of high calibre and
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standing, to the Grace of God, and the power of Christ to save, keep,
and inspire throughout l i fe. Many of those in the earlier episodes of the
book are now the mature leaders of the churches, the professions, and
of University l i fe.

Moreover this book provides valuable and perhaps unique insights
into social, spiritual, and even academic challenges which face students
in the Universit ies. As such it wil l be most valuable for those beginning
a course of  s tudy.  I t  wi l l  supplement  the I .V.P's  booklet ,  "Beginning as
a Student" very well. It is very well rvorth reading by all for both its
inspirational and its historical value. Halleluiah, Mr Fielding!

W. . I .P .

"The 'I Wills' of the Psalms", F. B. Power (395pp., Banner of
Truth Trust. f2.95).

P. B. Power (1822-99) was a Church of England clergyman. serving
in Leicester, Holloway and Worthing unti l 1865, the remaining 34 years
of  h is  l i fe  being spent  as an inval id .  I t  may be to those lat ter  years that
we owe this and other spiritually helpful volumes. In the present work,
each of the twenty chapters is based upon the expression "l wil l" which
is frequent in the Psalms, covering such subjects as Trust, Testimony,
Converse, Teaching, Prayer, Action and Praise. The Author, in his
concluding chapter, says: "Let the reader of these 'I Wills' be
encourageci to pronounce in the Psalmist's words his fixed
determinations both as to endurance and action. Deeply conscious of
the weakness of the flesh, let us invoke the help of the Holy Ghost, and
He wil l energize it for all i t ha,s to bear or do. Be it our part to bear and
do, leaving all results \\, ' i th God". In clear simple language with suitable
verbal i l lustrations, the volume provides from the Scripture that
comfort, encouragement and urge, which the Christian needs in his
pilgrim journey.

H.J .W. r_ .
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Gifts to:

Italian Mission
Blythswood
Tract Society,

Lochcarron,
Ross-shire
IV54 8YD

EVANGETICAT
INSURANCES

Guaranteed 10% discount
on private motor

insurance for church
members. 5o/o of premium
to Evangel ical  Outreach.

Household contents
f4,000 new for old from f 10.

per year.

Contact:-
Evangelical Insurances,

68, Llandaff Road,
Cardiff CFl gNL.
Tel:0222 30093
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In days of abounding error,
unbelief, religious novelty, and
distress

THE ENGLISH
CHURCHMAN

advocates "the 
old paths... the

good way, and walk therein". The
divine promise is: "and ye shal l  f ind
res t  fo r  your  sou ls " ,  Jeremiah 6 :16 .

We seek to maintain a
testimony to the

Scriptural principles of the
Reformat ion ,  and rhe  Doct r ines
of Grace as set out in XXXIX

Articleg.

T H E  E N G L I S H  C H U B C H I \ 4 A N
is a fortnightlv iournal af news.

COnmena CorrespOndence,
book reviews and articles

15p per issue; f7.30p per year.
post paid. Abroad f3.90o

ptus postage.

Send for a free coov
English Churchman,
PO Box 217, London, SEs 8Np

ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

. ldycttitentpntr shotrld he ft,eiyed bt /h? l i
ol thc ntonth prior to ltttblrcurnn. tnd
t ( l ( i r c \ \cd  to :  

' [h f  ( io \nc l  \ laga / in r .  Rc \ .
( i o r c l o n  t { i l l .  I l o n .  S c c r e t a r \ . 1 . 1  \ l o r l o
Road.  shcr ingham.  \o r to l l .  \R16 f t . lF .  Tc l :
Shcr ineham 824965.

lir l l  page f20. Hall page tt0.S0
Quailer page f5.50

7p pcr rrrrd for classifieo
ldvcrli5s6snl..

l ]0 \  numbcr  l5p  r \ l r r .

(  l a : s i f i e c l  a d r e r t i r e m c n r .  r h o r r l d  h t
i lcc()ntpanted tr\ paVntcnt. I i lca\c \latc i l  a
r ie t ' ip t  i s  rcqr r i rcc l .  Thc  cnc losure  ( ) l  an  \ .a . r - .
\ \o l r l ( l  he  apprec ia te r l .  \ \  e  rescrve  thc  r i sh t  to
dce l jnc  rnv  adrc r t i .emenr .

( 'hcqucs :hou ld  bc  nrac ic  parah lc  to

THF-  GOSPEI  \ IA( ]AZI \ t - .
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MINISTRY

BUXTON, Derbyshire.  Tr in i ty  Church
(Hardwick Mount) .  Sundays l l  am and
6.30 pm. Simple Prayer Book services and
Bible minist ry.  Rev.  Maur ice Handford.

SOUTHBOROUGH. t ' r . - r .  TUNBRIDGE
\\ 'ELLS, Bethel  Chapel ,  Western Road.
Erangelical & Reformed Services. Sunday
I  I  .00 am and 6.00 pm. Thursdal '  7.30 pm.
Pastor :  John Gosden. Tel :  Tunbr idee
\ \ 'e l ls  35491.

W A T T I S H A M  C H A P E I - .  S u f f o l k .
Evangelical and Reformed Services each
l , ( )RD'r  DAY 10.45:  2.30:  6.30.  Nletr ical
Psalms and hymns. A.  V.  only used.
N{ in ister 's  te lephone Bi ldeston 740236.

MINISTER. Reformed; Cahinistic; oifers
three years to church in Midlands, God
willing. Other areas prayerfully considered.
Uses AV. Reply:  Gospel  N' lagazine,
(N{ in ister)  P.O. Box 217.  London, SE5 8NP.

PUBLICATIONS

THE TENDER CRAPE: A monthly
magazine desrgned to interest children in
the Scr iptures that  are able to make them
wise unto salvat ion.  Annual  - .ubscr ipt ion
f3.30p from The Editor, 82 High Street,
Knaphi l l ,  Woking,  Surrei ,  CU2l  2PZ.

HOLIDAYS

SOIJTHWOLD. Clonvenient family house
one minute f rom the beach in th is lovely
little Suffolk town. Reduced rates for
autumn or off-season periods. Details: Hill,
34 Nlorley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk,
NR26 8JE. Tel. Sheringham 824965.

BOOKS

The Rev. \\'. C. Hughes, First Presbyterian
Church,  Powel l  and Washington Streets,
Yazoo Ci ty,  Miss.  39194, USA seeks
informat ion about a book ent i t led
"Preaching out  of the Overf lou".  He does
not know the author,  Can anv reader
kindly advise Mr.  Hughes?

THE FREE PRESBYTERIAN
MAGAZINE a Chr is t ian
monthly, has witnessed since
1893 for Reformed doctrine,
worship and pract ice.  I ts
associate monthly periodical,

THE YOLING PEOPLE'S
MAGAZINE,  ca te rs  f o r
c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
teenagers of the family.

A n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n :  F . P .
Magazine t8, Y.P. Magazine f4,
both {11. Send for FREE sample
copies. R.W.M. MocKenzie, C.A.,
Publications Trea.wrer, Ceanies
House, Fearn, Tain, Ross-shire
IV20 1TW'�.

YOUR BIBLE?
Of course you'd hate to Part
with i t  And we aren't  going to

ask  you to ,  bu t . . .

Do your real ise that some young
Christ ians in Afr ica have never

yet had a Bible?

Others are better off - they
share one between 4 or 5

students in their Bible Class.
Would vou l ike to helP us send
God's Word to people l ike those?

As you give, we urge you,
brethren, to pray for us.

Gifts to:

Blythswood Tract
Society

Lochcarron Ross-shire,
lv54 8YD.


