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Editorial
At the time the Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Phil ippian

Church he was a prisoner in chains and condemned to the uncongenial
companionship of warders and fellow prisoners. He probably felt that
his work on earth was all but ended and that death itself was near. Yet
in spite of all this his soul was concentrated on progress. He looked in
three d i rect ions:

l. The Past "Forgetting those things which qre behind" (phil 3:13)
He did not of course mean that we should turn the past into a

complete b lank.  He was th ink ing of  the runner in  a race who
completely forgets the competitors behind him; his one and only
concern is to reach the goal. Paul had a most eventful and il lustrious
past but he realised that to be preoccupied with it was to affect his
progress spiritually.

Many Chr is t ians,  a las,  l ive in  the past ,  thei r  test imony is  a lways
concerning experience that is years old. Past experiences are useful as
a means of  inst ruct ion and as a cause for  pra ise but  we cannot  l ive on
past experiences.

2. The Future "reaching.forward to those things which are before"
So far  f rom dwel l ing contentedl l '  upon past  at ta inments he

endeavours to s t ra in every nerve and muscle to gain new ground.  Here
is  a veteran whose eye is  not  d im and whose natura l  force is  unabated
and who is  as keen as ever .  Paul  had the future so v iv id ly  before h im
that  he was able to walk wi th pat ience among sorrows;  wi th courage
amidst  dangers and wi th unquenchable hope amidst  a l l  h is  t r ia ls .  Do
we press forward or  are we content  wi th present  at ta inments?

3.  The Present  " l  press toward the mark"
We should note h is  ut ter  consecrat ion,  he st ra ined at  the leash.

Everyth ing e lse was del iberate ly  put  out  of  considerat ion,  he
concentrated h is  whole energy and d id not  s lacken h is  pace.  At l  h is
act iv i ty  was d i rected in to th is  one channel .  He had one overmaster ing
passion to the exclus ion of  a l l  o ther  in terests.  He knew that  there were
depths of  exper ience to be sounded and heights of  at ta inment  to be
achieved.  The Apost le never  a l lowed h imsel f  to  be s ide- t racked;  he
r,l,as a combination of rest and restlessness; of serenity and striving.
Do we press toward the mark?

The epist le  to the Hebrews urges us " le t  L ls  go on. . . " .  Let  th is  be
our watchword throughout  l i fe .
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The Withered Hand Renewed
A sermon preached in Trinity Church. Buxton

"And He entered again into the synagogue: and there v'as a
msn there which had ct u'ithered hand." .\'Iark 3;l

The Lord Jesus Chr is t  was constant lv  about  His Father 's  business.
You remernber it is said of Him that He went about doing good and
healing all manner of sickness and disease, and He did His good deeds
in the sight of those whc were opposed to Him as well as in the presence
of His friends. The incident before us this morning took place in the
synagogue at Capernaum where He had already wrought more than one
miracle, and there He found a man in need of help, a man who had a
withered hand. It was deformed and twisted; it could not be concealed
and, undoubtedly, it was a great troubie to him and Luke tells us a
further piece of information, that it was his right hand that was at fault;
all his trouble centred in that right hand which would not respond to his
will, and rvith most people the loss of the right hand would be
inestimable. This is the man to whom our Lord graciously extended His
mercy - the man with a withered hand. But notice, wil l you, in v.2
"they watched Him" that is, the Pharisees watched Him, "whether He
would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse Him." If
this man had a withered hand the Pharisees had withered hearts and
minds. They had become unfeeling, unsympathetic, callous and
careless. They had no eye whatsoever for the cripple - they were only
concerned that the Sabbath should not be broken. Now, there is
nothing so blind and detestable as a mere formal and external religion.
This man's infirmity did not touch their hearts with one litt le throb.
They would have seen him go a cripple all his days rather than a work of
healing should take place on the Sabbath day and, says Mark "they

watched him." There is a proof of the wickedness of their hearts.
Remember the situation and the day. It was the Sabbath and it was the
synagogue and men and women had resorted there to worship and to
praise the Most High and to pray down His blessing upon themselves
and upon their fellow men. They had come to hear the Word of God
read and erpounded and to pray, but this group of Pharisees \\ 'ere there
for yet another purpose - they went to indulge their bigotrl 'and to plot
mischief against the Lord Jesus Christ, and they u ere full of malice and
anger - thus they watched Him. And we must not expect to fare any
better than the Lord Himself . If thel watched Him they wil l watch us if
we profess to be followers of Him. We are watched by an i l l  natured
and a spiteful world. Our conduct is scanned with a keen and jealous
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: ' . r ' . Our ways are noted and dil igently observed and if we are christians
,\ r '  are marked men and women, and this surely ought to cause us to be
.rir our guard to do nothing which wil l cause the enemy to blaspheme.
\\ e must be dil igent to avoid even the appearance of evil - they
'*ltched Him, and they watch us - there is no doubt about that. But
lhc'se Pharisees were only concerned to get rid of Christ. They took up
air ati itr.rde of distincr hosti l i ty. They would not see the truth let alone
rcceive it, however ciearl-v and plainiy it was put before them. For this
reason they pulled down the shutters cf their minds. T'hey were silent,
they were unresponsive, they were insensible to the Word of God. They
did not want to hear. Tirey were only out to fulf i l  their own dastardly
purposes and they suifered at the same time fronr spiritual conceit.
Spiritually they were powerless, they were cold, they were dead, and at
the same time they were tremendously orthodox - they watched Him.

Notice the next item, the Lord put to them a searching question
because he read their very hearts, v.4. "Is it larvful to do good on the
Sabbath days or to do evil, to save life or to kil l? But they held their
1)eace." They were caught; they knew it; they could not answer; they
held their peace. And is it any wonder then in v.5. ..And when He had
looked aronnd on rhem with anger being grievecl with the hardness of
their hearts". Notice the combination of emotions - there was both
anger and grief with the Lord Jesus Christ, and the reason for both, the
hardness of  thei r  hear ts .  Nou' the Revised Vers ion g ives i t  , ,because of
the hardening of their hearts." It u'as a process that He saw going on
whilst He was speaking to thern.

I t  is  not  for  noih ing that  rve remirrd ourselves every Sunday , ,Today
i f  ye wi l i  hear  His voice,  harden not  vour  hear ts . "  I t  is  possib le to do
i t .  They hardened thei r  hear ts ,  and i r  was a process going on whi le  He
was speaking to them, and He looked on them rv i th  anger,  and oh the
power of  that  look!  What  a penerrat inggaze i t  must  have been as He
looked on them! and looked rhrough them to the very depths of  thei r
being.  Oh they would have g ladly  shrunk f rom His s ighr ,  bur  rhere
was no escaping i t  -  He looked on thern wi th anger.

Now there are times rvhen rl,e need the comforting look of Christ and
there are tirnes when we need a look of rebuke, as the hymnwriter puts
i t : "Th1'kind but searching glance can scan

The verl ' rvounds that shame would hide."
And oh the power of the look of Christ! Do you remember u,hat a

rnelting effect it had on Peter at the tirne of rhe betrayal? ,,The Lord
turned and looked on Peier." Nor a word was said, but it had far more
effect than an1'word. "Peter went out and wept bitterly." But here He
looked on them with anger, and, as He surveys the congregation this
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morning, what does He see? Does He look on us with a measure of

approval or alas is it with a measure of disapproval? Remember, He

sees into the very depths of our hearts. He looked on this group with

anger. This I think is the only occasion when this is attributed to Christ,
anger, and that f lash, as it were, came out of a clear sky. Remember,
He was the personification of love, and says Paul in I Corinthians l3 ( l3)
"Love suf fereth long and is  k ind. . .  is  not  easi ly  provoked,"  and that
was true of Christ. Here we see Him looking on them with anger' But it
was part of the perfection of His manhood and a man who cannot be
angry with evil wil l surely lack enthusiasm for that which is good. There
is an anger that is lawful and right and not sinful. There is an
indignation that is quite justif iable. Do you remember Paul when he
was writ ing to the Ephesians said, "Be ye angry and sin not, neither

let the sun go down on your wrath." It must be shortl ived; it must be
justif iable, but of all our feelings there is none which so soon runs into
sin as the feeling of anger. There is nothing that is once aroused that can
soon get out of control. It needs anxious guard. "Be ye angry and sin
not" says Paul. But He looked on them with anger. This was part of the
revelation of God Paul says, "Behold the goodness and the severity of
God." Our present generation is very selective in what it chooses to

believe and certainly believes in the goodness and the longsuffering of
God but it hardly ever believes in the justice and the severity of God.
But it is there in the Scripture all the same. Listen to Paul when he is
getting to grips with his great message in the Epistle to the Romans
"The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men". Yes, and another Book of the Bible says
"God is a consuming fire." He looked on them with anger. It is not an
easy going Gospel that you find in the pages of the New Testament
whatever you may hear from some pulpits.

Now the Pharisees only wanted a miracle in order that they might
accuse Him. They wished to push Him to an extremity. What they were
wanting was material for a legal process and to bring this before a
Tribunal and the whole thing was a plot, an attempt to get Christ within
the meshes of the law, but He saw through it. In v.5 a l itt le further on
He said to the man "stretch forth thine hand" and Luke tells us that
the Lord made the man stand in the midst. He separated the man from
the crowd; He brought him and his disabil ity in full view of everl-one,
and He said to the man "Stand forth" and if we are to have healing, if
we would have salvation we must have personal dealings with Christ.
Not ice too the admiss ion was humbl ing,  "Stand in the midst . "  I t  is  one
thing to have a withered hand and it is another thing to display it before
everyone else, but this man had to make an open declaration of his
need, "Stand in the midst." Nobody can touch Christ's garment and
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:hen steal away in the crowd without anyone knowing about it. You
l! 'member that other incident, "The Lord knew that virtue had gone
out of Him," There was no escaping it. He called the woman to
account, to own up to the gracious deed that had been done in her. This
nriracle was performed publicly and before those who were most
unfriendly towards Him. There was the authoratit ive word ,,Stand

iorth" and then there was the authentic cure, "stretch forth thine
hand." Perhaps the man had attempted it many times before. He had
done his best to get the circulation moving, to get over the paralysis or
rvhatever it was that caused it to wither. He had tried it t ime after t ime
but it just returned lirnp to his side. Was then our Lord being
unreasonable to tell him to do something he just could not do? Was He
right in commanding a thing that was impossible? No, because His
command had a promise in it, and obedience is the gateway to
experience. We must trust and we must obey if we would derive the
blessing we need. Christ was there not only to expose the man's
weakness but to cancel it out. But where there was once deformity and
disabil ity there came forth health and healing. He relieved the man's
suffering and exposed the malice of his foes, and it says "They went
forth and straightway took counsel how they might destroy Him."

Such was the gracious miracle performed that day in the synagogue in
Capernaum.

But just let me open up the Word a l itt le more, "A man with a
withered hand."

I expect you know that the hand in the Bible is associated with
different aspects of christian experience. For instance, the hand is
connected with fellowship. You remember Peter, James and John gave
to Barnabas and Paul the right hand of fellowship. You can read about
it in Galatians 2. They acknowledged them, in other words, to be
fellow-workers in the Cospel. We shake hands with one another after
the service. Surely that is a mark of fellowship. But there are some
churches where there is a withered hand of fellowship, where there are
those who perhaps do not speak to one another, who have a long-
standing grudge against one another. How sad when this attitude is
taken up; the blessing is hindered; the windows of heaven are to some
extent sealed. Oh God forbid that there should be the withered hand of
fellowship, that the hand of fellowship should hang lifeless and limp at
our side. Do you remember John when he was writ ing his first Epistle
he was very much concerned with this hand of fellowship and said,
"Surely our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ" and then he went on to say "lf we walk in the l ight as He is in
the l ight we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
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Christ His Son cleanseth from all sin." So let there be no withered hand

of iellowship.
Then you remember too that the hand is connected with prayer and

Paul says to Timothy, "I wil l that men pray ever)-where l ift ing up holy

hands,"  and you remember arval 'back in  the Old Testament  in  the

Book of Exodus there was a battle raging bet'r 'een the Israelites atrd the

Amalekites, and there Moses was an old man. He could no longer fight
in the battle but he had a strafegic task to do that day, and it was a task
of intercession and this is rvhat we read that when Moses iifted up his

hand Israel prevailed and when he let down his hand Amalek prevailed.

N4oses' hands were heavy and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hand and
his hands were steady to the going down of the sun and a mighty victory

was wrought. Notice Moses had weary hands because of his age and his

infirmity, but he did not have withered hands; they were held up by lt is

two lieutenants.
What about our hands? Do the hands of prayer hang down withered

or do we lift them up in intercession? Maybe you have slipped up and

missed out in your prayer l i fe. Oh that the hands might be strengthened
again, be l ifted up and be no longer withered.

Yes, the hand of fellowship and of prayer' and lastly the hand of

service. Our Lord once saici that "no man putting his hand to the

plough and looking back is f it for the kingdom of God" and I ask, what

kind of service can a withered hand give? I ask, is our hand of service
withered, is olir f ield of service barren? We can only answer for

ourselves, but as we look over the years that we have been professing

christians, what can we show for it? Is the field barren? Is it the field of

the slothful of which we read in the Book of the Proverbs? Is there

anything to show but leaves? "Lo these three years I come" says the

Lord "seeking f ru i t . "  Oh may' the hand of  serv ice not  hang l imply by

our s ide.
"There was a man there wltich had a withered hand." May we not have

the withered hand of fellowship, or the withered hand of prayer or the

wi thered hand of  serv ice.

But toCay if there should be withered hands in our nlidst or withered

hearts or withered minds, we remember we are in the presence of the

victorious Lord who can make all things new, Who can restore the years

that the locusts have eaten. Christ can deal with the situation however

withered, however despera-te it may be if we only approacl.r Him and ask-
Him as the great Head of the Church to do a ncw thing in us and cause

us to have a hand that  is  ef fect ive in  serv ice,  in  prayer  and in chr is t ian
fellowship.

"There was a man there which had a u'ithered hand." Thank God at
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the end of the day he went away with the hand renewed as whole and as
r'ffective as the other and maybe that wil l be the experience of someone
here this day through the work that Christ and Christ alone can do.

May He bless His Word for His Name's sake, Amen.

M .  H .

For Younger Readers
CARINE MacKENZIE

A Church in China

When you hear people speaking of 'the church', what do you think
of? A building where people meet one day in the week to worship
God? The t rue 'Church '  is  the many thousands of  people who bel ieve
in Jesus and follow him. The Church of God is composed of many
different kinds of people, speaking many different languages. But the
Lord Jesus when he was on earth, prayed that 'all these people would
be one. '  We al l  be long to one fami ly .  We al l  should have a care for  the
wel fare of  each other .  Do you ever  th ink of  the Chr is t ians,  members
of  Chr is t 's  body l iv ing far  away?

Two f r iends recenly v is i ted the Far  East  on business.  Whi le in  Hong
Kong,  they got  the opportuni ty  to make a day t r ip  in to main land
China,  to  v is i t  some Chinese Chr is t ians.

The journey on the aeroplane f rom Hong Kong to Canton took hal f
hour .  No doubt  much prayer  would have been made on that  t r ip ,
ask ing for  protect ion and the Lord 's  guidance.  The t ravel  holdal ls
were packed wi th Chinese Bib les,  New Testaments,  t ra.c ts .  books rn
Chinese and Engl ish.  Of f ic ia l ly  Bib les are a l lowed China,  but
unofficially they are not. Very often if Bibles are discovered in the
luggage a1 Customs, the case is confiscated unti l the traveller leaves
China again.

At the Customs point, the luggage was checked by an X-ray
machine;  scores of  so ld iers,  pol icemen and Customs of f ic ia ls  were
scrutinising the passengers and their luggage, but the Lord closed their
eyes to the precious contents and our friends went safely through
Customs.

Outs ide the a i rpor t  they found a tax i .  They had a p iece of  paper
wi th the name and address of  a Chinese pastor  Hin Go Lamb wr i t terr
in  the Chinese language.  This was the only means of  communicat ing
wi th the dr iver  who could speak no Ensl ish.
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When the taxi arrived at the narrow street (about 6 ft. wide), they

showed the pastor's name to a lady passing by, and she immediately
pointed them to a narrow stair leading up to a very simple room. The
pastor was having a rest on his bed - no mattress - just a blanket

covering him. He had a good command of English and gave a

wonderful welcome to his new European friends.
The pastor  had been in pr ison for  17 months in  1954/55 and again

in 1958 for  20 years unt i l  1978.  His only  cr ime was preaching the

Gospel which the authorit ies considered to be subversive to the needs

of China. During this time of imprisonment and hard labour in the

cold North of  China,  he had not  lost  h is  love for  the Lord Jesus and

the Gospel .  'The Lord was wi th me, '  he said.
When he came home in 1978, he began to preach again - at f irst to

his own family - then a young giri came - then she brought a friend
-  the next  t ime the f r iend brought  her  s is ter  -  so the work grew, the

message spread and today more than 500 people hear him preach

every week.
Not everyone who attends the service, owns a Bible. On the top

floor of the house was a print shop. A young woman was writ ing out a
portion of scripture on a stencil and a young man was using a
primitive copying machine, to ensure that a copy of the chapter to be

studied would be available that evening for each person.

The girl knew very l itt le English. When she was asked if she had a

s i s te r ,  she  rep l i ed 'Yes  -  one . 'She  was  then  asked , 'Do  you  have  a

brother? '  she paused for  a moment,  then smi led and pointed to

Heaven and then to those in the room with her. When asked what was

her most  prec ious possession,  she again pointed up to Heaven.  The
love of  Jesus is  not  h indered by language barr iers.

In another room in the house, several ladies met together after their

work to s ing and pray for  the congregat ion,  thei r  town and country.
The Gospel has deeply affected these people, and they are l iving close
to Jesus, looking to Him alone for safety and encouragement.

Before our friends left for the airport, they asked the pastor, 'What

can we do to help you? What would you need most - clothes, money,

food?'  'No'  he repl ied 'PraYer! '

What  a lesson for  us a l l !  You t ry  to remember Hin Go Lamb and h is

congregation in Canton. Although materially poor and in many
diff iculties, he feels that his greatest need is prayer. We should pray

for them as Paul prayed for the Christians in Ephesus' "That God
would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be

strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ
may dwel l  in  your  hear ts  by fa i th ! that  ye being robted and grounded
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in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth
and length and depth and height! And to know the love of Christ
rvhich passeth knowledge, that ye might be fi l led with all the fulness of
God . "  (Eph .  3 .16 -19 ) .

Little Prayers
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

Sometimes when we are tired and unwell we cannot pray for any
length of t ime. The Bible is full of small prayers that we can make our
own at such times, and also when we are suddenly faced with dangers,
problems and temptations.

A litt le child has no need to make long speeches to a loving parent.
Our Heavenly Father knows our needs and the very thoughts of our
hearts. He hears our smallest whisper, He sees the l ift ing up of our
hearts and eyes and hands when even speech is gone. Our Lord Jesus
Christ, just before He died upon the Cross used words from one of the
Psalms. A prayer that every Jewish mother used to teach her children
to any as a good-night prayer.
Psslm 3I:5. Into Thy hand I commit my spirit.
Matthew I4:30. Lord save me.
Psalm 5l:7. Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
How constantly we feel the need of cleansing from sin. How ready the
Lord is [o answer, when in true repentance we call upon Him.

Matthew I5:25. [,ord help me.
Psalm I19:173. Let Thine hand help me.
Luke 23:42. Lord remember me.
Many times we feel forgotten and alone. Many times we feel helpless
and bewildered. The Lord has not forgotten. He wil l remember. He
will make haste to help---sometimes sending a human instrument.

Matthew 8:6. Lord my servant is sick.
The Centur ion just  to ld h is  t rouble,  and the Lord helped h im. How i t
can ease our hearts and minds to pour out all our problems (and our
love and praise) to the Lord in prayer.

Motthew 9:20. She came and touched the hem of His garment.
Matthew I4:26. The disciples cried out for fear
Psalm 123:1. Unto Thee wil l I l i ft up my eyes.
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Sometimes words are impossible. A l itt le cry, a holding out of the
hand, a l ift ing of our hearts and eyes is all we can manage. He
understands. A mother understands her baby's cry, his look, his
touch, so the Lord Who made mothers understands. An old
transfation of Deuteronomy l:31. says The Lord thy God wil l bear
thee os a nursling. We are His nurslings.

Psalm 109:21. Do Thou for me, O God the Lord.
So often we feel unable to "do" for ourselves, and even more unable
to "do" for others. The Lord wil l do for us, and for those for whom
we are burdened.

Revelation 22:20. Amen, Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
This l itt le prayer says everything. When we see the state of our nation,
the needs of the world. when we are burdened for our loved ones and
for the future, when the unfairness and evil of wicked men who
prosper presses upon us; here is the prayer for us. When He comes
again in His Glory all wrongs wil l be righted, all burdens l ifted, all
sorrow vanished, all evil judged and punished, all accounts squared.

Evil may triumph to-day, but To-morrow
Seeth the end of satanical strife.
Fear not and falter not; sin, pain and sorrow
Fal l  when He cometh.  THE CHRIST. Pr ince of  L i fe .

Amy Carmichael

A History of the Gospel Magazine

The Trustees have for some time considered the possibil i ty of
publ ish ing a h is tory of  the Cospel  Magazine.  At  the last  meet ing of
the Trust  the Edi tor  was asked to undertake th is  task.  This in  i tse l f  is  a
large assignment involving much research. It is envisaged that it wil l
take two to three years to complete.

The Edi tor  would be gratefu l  to  have reminiscences
contributions from readers relating to more recent editors
contr ibutors.

and
and

_ . 1
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Remember Lot's Wife
H. SALKELD (Chippenham)

Luke 17:32

Throughout the Holy Scriptures how frequently the exhortation -
'REMEMBER' is  addressed to the people of  God.  Prominent  among
the Ten Commandments is  that  one concerning the Sabbath
Day:-"REMEMBER the Sabbath Day to keep i t  Holy"  (Exodus
20.8). Then when Moses recounts the dealings of God with Israel
dur ing thei r  40 years in  the Wi lderness,  he erhor ts  them as
fo l lows:-"And thou shal t  REMEMBER al l  the way the Lord thy God
hath led thee,  these 40 years in  the Wi lderness.  "  (Deut  8.2) .  I t  is  sure ly
good for us, in our own day and generation to remember the way God
has led and overruled our goings - to humble us and to prove us, and
to know what  was in our  hear t .

Then,  those who are young in the Chr is t ian path,  are b idden to
"REMEMBER thei r  Creator  in  the days of  thei r  youth"  (Eccles iastes
l2. l ) .  Those who are led of  God in ear ly  l i fe  to fo l low th is  path wi l l
sure ly  have cause to thank Him in la ter  years,  for  His constra in ing
Grace.

All the quickened and redeemed family' of God are specially bidden
to REMEMBER thei r  dear  Lord and Saviour  at  His table,  at  the
Lord 's  Supper.  "Do th is  in  REMEMBRANCE of  Me" is  something
we should ever seek to keep before us.

Then David the Psalmist  gave ut terance to what  is  no doubt  the
earnest desire of every needy and Spirit taught sinner, when he
said:- "REMEMBER me o Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest
unto Thy people,  O v is i t  me wi th Thy salvat ion."  (Psalm 106.4) .

However among all the numerous calls of God to His own people,
as recorded in the Scriptures, to remember - is the one at the head of
th is  ar t ic le  -  "REMEMBER l -ot 's  wi fe,"  and i t  is  sure ly  wel l  for  us
to cont inual ly  bear  i t  in  mind.  Should we ever  ignore the exhortat ion,
or  pass i t  by l ight ly ,  i t  rvould sure ly  be to our  own sorrow and shame.
This shor t  but  te l l ing sentence of  only  three words concerns a cer ta in
person and a certain incident in Old Testament history which has
stood as a danger warning to a l l  succeeding generat ions.  When
Abraham and Lot  (h is  nephew),  agreed,  on peaceable terms,  and go
thei r  separate ways -  the Scr ipture te l ls  us,  that  "Lot  l i f ted up h is
eyes and beheld all the plain of Jordan that it was well watered
everywhere before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as
the  ga rden  o f  t he  Lo rd . "  (Gen .  13 .10 ) .
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That outward aspect of the district was evidently attractive to Lot.
On the other hand we read that the men of Sodom were wicked and
sinners exceedingly; but Lot may not have been aware of this at the
t ime.

However, he and his wife and family settled in Sodom though it is
clear, from the New Testament account, that he was vexed and
troubled at the ungodly conduct and conversation of the inhabitants.

When the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah became imminent
after Abraham had pleaded that it might be spared if only ten
righteous people could be found there, - Cod sent His Angel to
Sodom to warn Lot of the coming destruction, and to bring him out of
the threatened p lace in  t ime.

It appears from the Genesis account of this solemn event, that when
Lot was urged by the Angel to flee with his wife and family - at f irst
he l ingered, and so the Angel was all the more insistent
saying:-"Escape for thy l ife, look not behind thee in all the plain".
(Gen  19 .17 )

The way of deliverance for Lot and his family - through the visit
of an Angel of God, was enforced by two Divine commands -

first:-"Escape, or f lee for thy l ife", and secondly, "Look not behind
thee in all the plain " . We read in the sacred record of this most solemn
event, that Lot's wife disobeyed in this that she did look back and in
so doing, became a pil lar of salt. It is for this and all that was signified
thereby that  we are b idden to: -  "REMEMBER Lot 's  wi fe."

This pil lar of salt was to be a standing witness to all succeeding
generations - that God is not mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. He that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh
reap corruption, but he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit
reap life everlasting.

When God in His sovereign mercy quickens a sinner dead in sin,
into Divine l ife it is as the Scriptures express, a call ing out of darkness
into l ight, and the message from God to that soul is:- "Flee from the
wrath to come."

The inspired Apostle Paul writ ing to one of the Churches,
addressed those who had fled for refuge, to lay hold on the hope set
before them in the Gospel.

One has said:- "They leave the world's deceitful shore,
They leave i t  to  return no more."

Yet, the case of Lot's wife is a solemn reminder, that we each possess a
heart which is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who
can know i t?

"Prone to wander Lord I  feel  i t , "  -  says the hymnwri ter ,  "Prone
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io  leave the God I  love" ,  and where should we be,  but  for  d iv ine
keeping grace!

The Israelites, after their great Red Sea deliverance from Egyptran
bondage and slavery rejoiced, yet, when the going in the wilderness
became harder, some of them began to yearn for the flesh pots of
Egypt ,  and so looked back.

We are reminded also of those professed disciples of Christ, who at
one point  "went  back and walked no more wi th Him. "  However i f  the
remembrance of Lot's wife, under the Holy Spirit 's gracious operations
should result in stirring us up to self-examination and more
*'atchfulness and prayer then it wil l not be without some teaching and
prof i t .  "Let  th ine eyes look r ight  on,"  (says the wiseman in the
Proverbs), "and let thine eyelids look straight before thee, ponder the
path of  thy feet ,  and let  a l l  thy ways be establ ished, ' .  (prov.4:25) .

Then again the inspired Apostle Paul wrote:- ,,Forgetting those
things that are behind, and reaching forth to rhose things that are
before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high call ing of
God in Chr is t  Jesus."

Did not the Lord Jesus Christ himself utter a gracious word of
warning and caut ion,  bear ing on th is  subject ,  when He said: - , ,No
man,  having put  h is  hand to the p lough,  and looking back,  is  f i t  for
the Kingdom of  God."

Therefore, remembering Lot's wife - may that remembrance be
turned into unceasing prayer to the Lord our God, to enable us to"run with patience the race set before us in the Gospel - looking unto
Jesus,  the Author  and the f in isher  of  our  Fai th."

Eyes, heart and hopes on Jesus fixed alone,
Our Pi lgr im journey may we thus pursue,
Receiving constant grace from Jesus' Kingly throne,
To give fresh courage, and our strength renew.

"My soul  through many changes goes;
His love no var iat ion knows."
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Holding fast our profession
JOHN CHARLES RYLE (1816 -1900 )

Let us consider why Paul says, "Let us hold fast our profession'"

The answer to this question is threefold, and demands the serious

attention of all who hope that they are really sincere in their Christian
profession.

l. For one thing, our heurts are always weak and foolish, even

after being called by grac.e. We may have passed from death to l ife,

and be renewed in the spirit of our minds. We may see the value of our

souls as we once did not. We may have become new creatures; old

things may have passed away, and all things may have become new'

But believers must never forget that unti l they die they carry about

with them a weak, foolish and treacherous heart' The roots of all

manner of evil are sti l l  within us, although cut down to the ground by

the grace of the Holy Ghost. Whether we like to acknowledge it or

not ,  there are wi th in us,  at  our  very best ,  la tent  d is l ike of  t rouble,

secret desire to please man and keep in with the world, carelessness

about our private Bible-reading and our prayers, envy and jealousy of

others, laziness about doing good, selfishness and desire to have our

own way, forgetfulness of the wishes of others, and want of

watchfulness over our own besetting sins. All these things are often

lying hid within us, and below the surface of our hearts. The holiest

saint may find to his cost some day that they are all there alive, and

ready to show themselves. No wonder that our Lord Jesus said to the

three apostles in the garden, "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into

temptat ion.  The spi r i t  t ru ly  is  ready,  but  the f lesh is  weak."  I  have no

doubt  that  Paul  had the heart  in  v iew,  when he wrote those words,
"Hold fast . "  "Let  us therefore hold fast  our  profession ' "

2. For another thing, the world is a source of immense danger to

the Christian soul. From the day that we are called by grace, we are

living in a most unhealthy atmosphere for religion. We live and move

and have our being in the midst of a vast multitude of people who are

utterly without vital Christianity. In every rank of l i fe we meet with

hundreds who, however moral and respectable, seem to care for

nothing but such things as these - What shall I eat? What shall I

drink? What can I get? What can I spend? How shall I employ my

time? What profit can I make? What amusement can I have? What
pleasant company can I enjoy? As for God, and Christ, and the Holy

Ghost ,  and the Bib le,  and prayer ,  repentance'  and fa i th ,  and holy

living, and doing good in the world, arrd death, and resurrection, and
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tudgment, and heaven and hell, they are subjects which never appear
to come across them except in sickness or at a funeral. Now to l ive
constant ly  in  the midst  of  such people,  as a Chr is t ian must  do,  is  sure
ro be a great trial to him, and requires constant watchfulness to
prevent his getting harm. We are incessantly tempted to give way
about l i tt le things, and to make compromises and concessions. We
naturally dislike giving offence to others, and having frictions and
col l is ions wi th re lat ives,  f r iends and neighbours.  We do not  l ike to be
laughed at and ridiculed by the majority, and to feel that we are
always in a minority in every company into which we go. I fear that
too many are laughed out of heaven and laughed into hell. It is a true
saying of Solomon, "The fear of man bringeth a snare." I once knew
a brave sergeant of a cavalry regiment, who, after l iving to the age of
fifty without any religion, became for the last few years of his l i fe a
godly man. He told me that when he first began to think about his soul
and to pray, some months passed away before he dare tell his wife that
he said his prayers; and that he used to creep upstairs without his
boots at night, that his wife might not hear him and find out what he
was doing!

The p la in t ruth is ,  that  " the whole wor ld l ie th in  wickedness,"  and
i t  is  va in to ignore the danger that  the wor ld causes to the bel iever 's
soul .  The spi r i t  o f  the wor ld,  and the tone of  the wor ld,  and the tastes
of  the wor ld,  and the a i r  o f  the wor ld,  and the breath of  the wor ld.  are
cont inual ly  about  h im every day that  he l ives,  drawing h im down and
pul l ing h im back.  I f  h is  fa i th  is  not  kept  in  l ive ly  ererc ise,  he is  sure to
catch in fect ion,  and take damage,  l ike the t ravel lers through the
Campagna at  Rome, who take a fever  wi thout  being aware of  i t  a t  the
t ime.  The most  mischievous and unsani tary gas is  that  which our
bodily senses do not detect. We have reason to pray continually for an
increase of that faith of which John says, ,,that it gives us the victory
over  the wor ld."  Happy,  indeed,  is  that  Chr is t ian who can be in  the
wor ld and yet  not  of  the wor ld -  who can do h is  duty in  i t ,  and yet
not  be conformed to i t  -  who can pass through i t  unmoved by i ts
smi les or  i ts  f rowns,  i ts  f la t tery or  i ts  enmity ,  i ts  open opposi t ion or  i ts
p layfu l  r id icu le,  i ts  sweers or  i ts  b i t ters,  i ts  gold or  i ts  sword!  When I
th ink what  the wor ld is ,  and see what  harm i t  has done and is  doing to
souls,  I  do not  wonder that  Paul  says,  "Hold fast . "  "Let  us hold fast
our  profession.  "

3. For one thing more, the devil is a constant enemy to the
Chr is t ian 's  soul .  That  great ,  s leepless and unwear ied foe is  a lways
labour ing to do us harm. I t  is  h is  constant  object  to  wound,  hur t ,  vex,
in jure,  or  weaken,  i f  he cannot  k i l l  and destroy.  He is  an unseen
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enemy who is always near us, "about our path, and about our bed,"

and spying out all our ways, prepared to suit his temptations to the

special weak points of every man. He knows us far better than we

know ourselves. He has been studying one book for 6,000 years, the

book of fallen human nature, and he is a spirit of almost boundless

subtlety and cunning, and of boundless malice. The best of saints has

litt le idea how many vile suggestions in his heart come from the devil,

and what a restless adversary stands at his right hand.

This is he who tempted Eve at the beginning, and persuaded her that

she might disobey God, eat the forbidden fruit and not die. This is he

who tempted David to number'the people, and to cause the death of

70,000 o1 tt is subjects by pesti lence in three days. This is he who

tempted our Lord in the wilderness immediately after His baptism,

and even quoted Scripture to gain his end. This is he who opposed our

Lord all throughout His three years' ministry, sometimes by

possessing the bodies of unhappy men and women in a most

mysterious manner, and at last by putting it into the heart of one of

His apostles to betray Him. This is he who constantly opposed the

aposties to betray Him. This is he who constantly opposed the apostles

aite. our Lord's ascension, and tried to stop the progress of the

gospel. This is he of whom Paul testif ies that even "Satan is

iransformed into an angel of l ight," and that false teachers are his

agents.
Does any reader foolishly suppose that the devil is asleep, or dead,

or less mischievous now than in old time? Nothing of the kind! He is

sti l l  "walking about l ike a roaring l ion, seeking whom he may

devour." He is sti l l  "going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and

down in it." It is he who goes among heathen nations and persuades

them to shed oceans of blood in the worship of idols, or murderous

wars. It is he who goes to and fro amongst fallen churches, persuading

them to throw aside the Bible, and satisfy people with formal worship

or grovell ing superstit ions. It is he who walks up and down in

Protestant countries, and stirs up party spirit, and bitter polit ical

strife, setting class against class, and subjects against rulers, in order

to distract men's minds from better things. It is he who is continually
going to the ears of intellectual and highly educated men, persuading

them that the old Bible is not true, and advising them to be content

with Atheism, Theism, Agnosticism, Secularism, and a general

contempt for the world to come. It is he, above all, who persuades

foolish people that there is no such person as a devil, and no future
judgment after death, and no hell. In all this fearful l ist of things I

i i .t i tv believe that the devil l ies at the bottom, and is the true root,

reason and cause. Can we suppose for a moment that he wil l let true
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Christians go quietly to heaven, and not tempt them by the way?
Away with the sil ly thought! We have need to pray against the devil,
as well as against the world and the flesh. In the great trinity of
enemies which the believer should daily remember, the devil perhaps is
the greatest because he is the least seen. Nothing delights him so much
(if, indeed, he can be delighted at all) as to injure a true Christian, and
make him bring discredit on his religion. When I think of the devil, I
do not  wonder that  Paul  sa id,  "Hold fast . "  "Let  us hold fast  our
profession.  "

Now I suspect that some reader may be secretly thinking that I am
an alarmist, and that there is no need of such watchfulness,
carefulness, and "holding fast." I ask such a person to turn with me
to the Bible for a few moments, and to consider seriously what that
blessed book teaches.

I ask him to remember that Judas Iscariot and Demas both began
well, and made a good profession. One was a chosen apostle of our
Lord Jesus Christ, a constant companion of our blessed Saviour for
three years. He walked with Him, talked with Him, heard His
teaching, saw His miracles, and up to the very night before our Lord
was crucified was never thought a worse man than Peter, James or
John. Yet this unhappy man at last let go his profession, betrayed his
Master, came to a miserable end, and went to his own place. The other
man whom I named, Demas, was a chosen companion of the Apostle
Paul ,  and professed to be of  l ike mind wi th that  eminent  man of  God.
There can be l itt le doubt that for some years he journeyed with him,
helped h im, and took par t  in  h is  labours.  But  how did i t  a l l  end? He
gave up his profession, and the last epistle Paul wrote contains this
melancholy record: "Demas has forsaken me, having loved this
present world." We never hear of him again. To every one who thinks
I have dwelt too much on the Christian's dangers, I say this day,
Remember Demas, remember Judas Iscariot, "hold fast your
profession," and beware. We may appear to men to be very good
Christians for a season, and yet prove at last to be stony-ground
hearers,  and dest i tu te of  a wedding garment .

But this is not all. I ask every believer to remember that if he does
not  "hold fast , "  he may p ierce h imsel f  through wi th many sorrows,
and bring great discredit on his character. We should never forget
David 's  awful  fa l l  in  the mat ter  of  the wi fe of  Ur iah,  and Peter 's
thrice-repeated denial of his Master, and Cranmer's temporary
cowardice, of which he so bitterly repented at last. Are we greater and
stronger than they? "Let  us not  be h igh-minded,  but  fear . "  There is  a
godly fear which is of great use to the soul. It was the great Apostle of
the Gent i les who wrote these words:  " I  keep under my body,  and
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bring it into subjection; lest, after I have preached to others, I myself
should be a castaway."

But now let us consider what encouragement there is to Christians
to hold fast  thei r  profession.

The Apostle Paul was singularly f itted, both by graceand nature, to
handle this subject. Of all the inspired writers in the New Testament,
none seems to have been so thoroughly taught of God to deal with the
conflicts of th6 human heart as Paul. None was better acquainted with
the dangers, diseases and remedies of the soul. The proof of this is to
be seen in the seventh chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, and the
fifth chapter of his Second Ep.istle to the Corinthians. Those two
chapters ought to be frequently studied by every Christian who wishes
to understand his own heart.

Now what is the ground of encouragement which Paul proposes?
He tells us to "hold fast our profession," and not let it go, because
"we have a great High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of  God."

That word "High Priest" would ring with power in the ears of a
Jewish reader far more than it would in the ears of Gentile Christians.
It would stir up in his mind the remembrance of many typical things in
the service of the tabernacle and temple. It would make him recollect
that the Jewish high priest was a mediator between God and the
people; that he alone went once every year into the Holy of Holies on
the day of atonement, and had access through the veil to the mercy-
seat; that he was a kind of daysman between the twelve tribes and
God, to lay his hand on both (Job 9.33); that he was the chief minister
over the house of God, who was intended "to have compassion on the
ignorant and them that were out of the way." All these things would
give the Jews some idea of what Paul meant when he said, "Let us
hold fast," because we have a great High Priest in heaven. The plain
truth is, that the Christian is meant to understand that we have a
mighty, l iving Friend in heaven, who not only died for us, but rose
again, and after rising again took His seat at the right hand of God, to
be our Advocate and Intercessor with the Father unti l He comes
again. We are meant to understand that Christ not only died for us,
but is alive for us, and actively working on our behalf at this very day.
In short, the encouragement that Paul holds out to believers is the
living priesthood of Jesus Christ.

Is not this exactly what he meant when he told the Hebrews that
Christ is "able to save them to the uttermost who come unto God by
Him, because He ever l iveth to make intercession for them"? Is not
this what he meant when he told the Romans, "lf, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
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reconciled, we shall be saved by His l ife"? Is not this what he meant
rvhen he wrote that  g lor ious chal lenge,  , ,Who is  he that  condemneth?
I t  is  Chr is t  that  d ied,  yea,  rather ,  that  is  r isen again,  who is  even at  the
r ight  hand of  God,  who a lso maketh in tercession for  us"? Here,  in
one word, is the believer's fountain of consolation. He is not only to
look to a Saviour who died as his Substitute, and shed His blood for
h im, but  to  a Saviour  who a lso af ter  His resurrect ion took His seat  at
God's right hand, and lives there as his constant Intercessor and
Pr iest .

Let us think for a moment what a wonderful and suitable High
Priest is the High Priest of our profession, a mill ion times superior to
any priest of the family of Aaron.

Jesus is a High Priest of almighty power, for He is very God of very
God, never slumbering, never sleeping, never dying, and eternal. The
Jewish high priests were "not suffered to continue by reason of
death," but Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more. Our
great High Priest never grows old, and never dies.

Jesus is a High Priest who is perfect Man as well as perfect God. He
knows what our bodies are, for He had a body Himself, and is
acquainted with all i ts sinless weakness and pains. He knows what
hunger, and thirst, and suffering are, for He lived for thirty-three
years upon ear th,  and knows the physical  narure of  an in fant ,  a  chi ld ,
a boy,  a young man and a man of  fu l l  age.  , ,He hath suf fered
Himsel f ,  being tempred."

Jesus is a High Priest of matchless sympothy. He can be,,touched
with the feeling of our infirmities." His heart was always overflowing
with love, pity and compassion while He was on earth. He wept at the
grave of Lazarus. He wept over unbelieving Jerusalem. He had an ear
ready to hear every cry for help, and was ever going about doing good
to the sick and the affl icted. One of His last thoughts on the cross was
one of care for His mother, and one of His first messages after His
resurrection was one of "peace" to His poor fallen apostles. And He
is not changed. He has carried that wonderful heart up to heaven, and
is ever watching the weakest lamb in His flock with merciful
tenderness.

Jesus is a High Priest of peffect wisdom. He knows exactly what
each of  us is ,  and what  each of  us requi res.  "He wi l l  not  suf fer  us to
be tempted above that  which we are able to bear , "  nor  a l low us to
remain in the furnace of suffering one moment beyond the time that is
required for our refining. He wil l give us strength according to our
day,  and grace according to our  need.  He knows the most  secret
feelings of our hearts, and understands the meaning of our feeblesr
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prayers. He is not l ike Aaron, and Eli, and Abiathar, and Annas, artd
Caiaphas, an erring and imperfect high priest in dealing with those
who come to Him, and spread out their petit ions before Him. He
never makes any mistakes.

The truth which all believers, and especially young men and women
in these days,  have need to be to ld is  the t ruth of  Chr is t 's  l i fe  in
heaven, and priestly intercession. We need no earthly confessor, and
no earthly priest. There is only one Priest to whom we ought to go with
our daily wants, even Jesus the Son of God. It is impossible to find
one more mighty, more loving, more wise, more ready to help than He
is .

On Wings of Eagles
CORNELIS PRONK (Grand Rapids,  Michigan U.S.A.)

In Deuteronomy 32:ll and 12 Moses reminds Israel of the Lord's
tender but f irm care for them during the wilderness journey. "As an
eagle stirreth up her nest, f luttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad
her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone
did lead him, and there was no strange God with him."

Moses here compares the Lord to an eagle who teaches her young to
fly and look after themselves. Of all the birds God created, the eagle is
perhaps the noblest of all the birds of heaven. It has strength to mount
above all other birds, swiftness to outstrip them all, and eyes that spot
the smallest objects from great distances. The eagle has great affection
for its young and is endowed with almost human wisdom in teaching
and disciplining them - and it is this last quality which is especially
emphasized in our text.

Just as the eagle stirs up her nest, so the Lord alone did lead him -

that is Israel. Let us examine what our text says about this king of
birds and draw out some lessons from it for our spiritual l i fe.

Three things are said here about the mother-eagle. First, that she
stirs up her nest. She sees her young resting comfortably in their nest.
They enjoy l ife in their safe abode, high up in the tree. They have no
intention of leaving this cozy place any time soon.

But their mother has different ideas. She wants them to fly. The
young eagles, however, refuse. They ignore her wishes. That means
she wil l have to force them out. She begins to stir up the nest. She
shakes it up, turning it inside out, breaking up the materials out of
which it was made. Thus the eagle forces her young out of the nest on
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to the branches of the tree or the edge of the rock. This is what God
had done with Israel. The land of Goshen was like a nest to them.
They had no desire to leave. But God stirred them up by means of
Pharaoh who put them to forced labour and kil led their male children.
This caused them to cry out to the Lord for deliverance. As much as
they had loved their nest before, as eager they now were to leave it.

This is an i l lustration of the way in which God deals with all His
people. He stirs up their nest by His providential dealings. For
instance, He may bring about a change in their outward
circumstances. Some of you know this by experience. There was a
time when you felt quite comfortable. Things were going well for you.
Your business thrived; your health was good; the children were doing
fine; relations with your wife could not have been better.

There was only one problem. God was not important to you. Christ
held no attraction for you. The cause of the Gospel did not concern
you. The world was your nest. Life was good. Sure, there were
problems at t imes. But on balance the good far outweighed the bad.

But then things began to change. Your son became seriously i l l .
Your wife died or left you for another man. The business went down.
You yourself were brought to the edge of the grave by a car accident
or heart attack. The result was that for the first t ime in your l i fe your
thoughts turned to serious things. You began to realize that there is
more to l ife than good times, health, profit, and even the love of wife
and family - precious blessings as these are. But there is also an
eternity to worry about. There is a God in heaven Who demands our
love and obedience, a Saviour to believe in and serve. What had
happened was this: God had stirred up your nest. It wasn't unti l the
Prodigal son began to be in want that he said: "1 wil l go unto my
father". Yes, it was that mighty famine in the land that brought him
to his senses and that made him think of home.

But there is also another sense in which the Lord can stir up our
nest. Not only by changing our outward circumstances, but also by
stirring up our self-righteous confidence and false security.

By nature we have quite a good opinion of ourselves, and the devil
loves to encourage us in this self-delusion. He does not want anyone to
disturb us in our false security. But we must be so disturbed, and when
God intends to save us, that is what He wil l do.

How does He do th is? By His Holy Spir i t  Who convicts  of  s in and
guilt. Like a general at the head of an army the Lord enters the City of
Mansoul, thus bringing to an end all false peace. The sinner now
becomes alarmed. At f irst he doesn't understand what is happening.
He is l iable to misinterpret the Lord's dealings with him. He thinks
God is his enemy Who has came to destroy him.



2t4 The Gospel Magazine

But the opposite is the case. If God had any intention of kil l ing htm
He would not have shown him his sins. Remember what happened to

Paul. How his nest was feathered, too, with self-righteousness. But

God stirred up that nest and the Pharisee came tumbling out, crying,
"What wilt thou have me to do?" Can we speak of similar

experiences? No one who is saved can be a stranger to such soul
trouble as God stirs up his nest.

What is the purpose of such nest stirrings? That we be driven out of

ourselves, renouncing all confidence in the flesh and look to Christ
alone for salvation. This aspect is beautifully i l lustrated by the second
part of our text when it says that the eagle, after stirring up her nest,

also flutters over her young.
The eagle, remember, wants her young out of the nest so that they

will start to fly. To get them to do this it is not enough just to stir up

their nest. This gets them out of the nest, but they wil l be too scared to

fly. To encourage them to do this, the mother-eagle wil l f lutter over
them. She wil l hover over them, showing them how to move their l i tt le

wings. She wants her young to mount up, and therefore first mounts

up herself, showing them how to perform this new exercise' There is

no teaching l ike teaching by example. We always learn a great deal
more through our eyes and ears than through our ears alone. How

important then are godly examples in our environment! Here is a
person whose nest has been stirred up. He is under conviction of sin

and has a sense of his danger. Oh, where shall I f ind a gracious God, is
his cry? He is told to believe in Christ and to lay hold on His
righteousness; He is urged to fly to the Saviour of sinners. But l ike

those young fledglings who had to fly but did not know how, so it is

with a poor sinner. How do I believe? How do I mount up to God in
prayer? I cannot pray as I ought!

To help you with this, God has given us examples: a godly mother
perhaps or a godly father or friend - fellow Christians who may
point you to Christ by explaining how they themselves first came to

believe on Him. But not only has God given us examples around us
who may show us the way, but He has also left many il lustrations of

believers and their experiences in Scripture. In the Bible we meet so
many saints, whose exercises of faith may be of great benefit to us.

But the best example God has given us is His own Son.
Do you want to know what faith is and trust? Look to Christ Who

in His darkest hours was able to believe in His Father. Even when the

wrath of heaven was poured out upon Him, he trusted in His God. In

Chr is t .  therefore,  God has come down to us. to f lu t ter  over  us '
teaching us how to fly - how to l ift up our hearts in prayer and

supplication and to put our trust in His mercy.
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Finally, our text mentions that the eagle also spreads abroad her
wings, takes the young eagles and bears them on her wings. Spreading
her wings, the mother-eagle entices her young to get between the wings
on her back, and then she mounts up and fl ies towards the sun. When
she has reached a certain alt itude, she suddenly throws the young
eaglets off, and there they are - on their own wings. They begin to
descend to earth, not able to keep themselves airborne, but forced to
try. Frantically they flutter their wings, but down they go, heading for
the rocks below. But before they reach those deadly rocks, she swoops
down and catches them on her wings again, giving them a l itt le resr,
and then she bears them up once more, and repeats the same process,
unti l they have learned the art of f lying.

What a beautiful i l lustration we have here of the way God teaches
His people to l ive by faith. After forcing us out of our nest of carnal
security and self-reliance, the Lord wants us to fly - that is, He wants
us to exercise our wings of faith, trusting Him and His grace. He
wants us to venture upon Christ, lett ing go of all other supports.

But how diff icult that is ar f irst! We don'r dare to let go! That is
why He helps us. He encourages us by His sweet invitations. He bears
us as it were on wings of love, giving us sweet impressions of Christ
and His preciousness and all-sufficiency. Then, suddenly, He wil l
throw us off. He withdraws the tangible support. We don't feel His
nearness. We lose His touch. We begin to fall down. Now it is sink or
swim, or rather, f ly or crash. We must learn to fly by faith. We must
exercise those wings of prayer. That is hard. At f irst it seems as if we
can only go down and per ish.  But  i t  on ly  looks th is  way.  The Lord is
never far away in all our trials, fears and doubts. While we are
frantically f luttering our inexperienced wings, the Lord hovers just
above us, and just when we think it is hopeless, He comes swooping
down again l ike the eagle and He takes us on His strong wings again.
This He does throughout our spiritual pilgrimage. He comes to the
rescue again and again. In this way the Lord shows us that without
Him we can do nothing, but also that He wil l never leave us nor
forsake us.

Do you know of these exercises of faith? We have seen how the
Lord - and He alone - leads His people. "I bear you on eagles
wings,"  He says to Israel ,  "and brought  you unto mysel f . "  Can you
testify to this? Have you any experience of the leadings of the Lord in
your l ife? Have you been forced out of your nest of false peace? And
if so, have you learned to fly? Are you a believer in Jesus Christ?

Child of God, what a comfort this text contains for you! Like an
eagle the Lord bears you up in all your trials and tribulations. His
strength is more than sufficient for you, and that strength is made
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perfect in your weakness. Rely on God therefore, and lean on Christ

and His f inished work. Then your safety is secured because i t  is

anchored in the Triune God. And God has said:

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose;
I wi l l  not, I  wi l l  not desert to his foes;
That soul, though al l  hel l  should endeavour to shake,
I ' l l  never, no never, no never, forsake.

The First Epistle of John
A. V.  McCANDLISH

XI. Feflowship with God is a fellowship of love. I Jn.4;7-21.

In this passage love is mentioned 2l t imes.

1. Love has its origin in God.
"Beloved let us love one another: for love is of God: and everyone

thet loveth is born of God, and knoweth Cod. He thst loveth not
knoweth not God, for God is love." v.7,8.

There are three words in the Greek New testament that are
translated love. The first is "Stergein". This is a love which is a
natural movement of the soul towards another. This is the love of
husband and wife, and the love of mother and child. The second word
is "philein." This is a friendly love, the love of l iking, and affection.
The third word is "agapan," and this is the word used in all these
verses. It is a love which is awakened by a sense of value in an object
which causes one to prize it. It springs from an apprehension of the
preciousness of the object. This is the word used in Jn. 3;16. God's
love for sinful man springs from His heart in response to the high
value He places upon each human soul. This love is a love whose
essence is that of self sacrif ice for the benefit of the one loved. It is the
expression of a pure desire for the highest good of others. This love is
of God. This does not mean merely that it comes from God, and has
its source in God. All created things are of God: but love is not a
created thing. It is a divine property. Dr Candlish says: "God is love.
It is His very nature: God could not exist without loving. God is love
in exercise, love going forth and communicative of itself, from the
Father, the fount of Deity, to the Son, and from the Father and the
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Son to the Holy Spirit". This love is seen in creation, in redemption,
and in regeneration. When we were born again we became partakers
of the divine nature. 2Pet.l;4. This agap6 love was communicated to
us as a characteristic of the new nature. He that loveth not knoweth
not God; its absence indicates that such a person, however religious
has no personal experience of God; and is not His child. This is why
John says here, "Beloved let us love one another." This agap6 love
must be love in exercise, going forth sacrif icially to seek the very
highest good of others.

2. Consider God's manifestation of His love.
"In this was monifested the love of God toward us, becsuse that

God sent His only begotten Son into the world; thst we might live
through Him. Herein is love, not thst we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiationfor our sins." v.9,10.

Let us read these verses over again and again, asking God to
quicken our understanding to see how different is this love from the
love of a mother for her child, or the love of l iking or affection. This is
the love called forth from the heart of God by the high value He sets
on a human soul. The degree of the preciousness He sets upon it is
measured by the infinite sacrif ice that God made. He gave the greatest
of all treasures in the universe, that we might have everlasting l ife, i.e.
that we might enjoy communion with Him. He saw what He could do
for the vilest, and most hateful and loathsome of men. This love was
not called forth by any love of ours. Men responded to this precious
gift with rejection, cruelty, and finally crucified Him. Sti l l  God
persisted, and laid the sin of His people upon His Son, that He might
suffer the punishment due to them. He freely bestows forgiveness,
justif ication, cleansing, and eternal l i fe. He invites them to become
members of His own family, so that they might enjoy fellowship with
the Father and the Son, and be indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Let us bow
before Him and ponder it unti l our own hearts are set on fire by the
Holy Spirit, to burn with love for Him, and we seek as never before to
be entirely possessed by Him.

3. The call of God.
"Beloved if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. No

mon hath seen God ot any time. If we love one onolher, God dwelleth
in us, qnd His love is perfected in us." v.l1,12.

We have seen that love is a divine property: and it is of its essence to
be communicative, communicating itself, as it were, and begetting its
own like-ness. We being born of God partake of His nature. The love
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wherewith God loves His Son has been communicated to us as our
new nature, and there must be the outflow of love from us to one
another. It is simply God's love flowing into us and flowing out again
to others. This love is not in the natural man, it is not possible to him.
If it is found in us it is a proof that we are born of God: but if i t is nor
found in us it is evidence that God does not dwell in us. In John l: lg.
we  read .  "No  man  ha th  seen  God  a t  any  r ime ,  t heon l y  bego t ten  Son ,
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." The
Lord Jesus shewed forth God as love in all that He did and said. and
most of all in His death, as He laid down His l ife for us. Now ue has
ascended to the throne of God, and it is His plan that God should be
seen in us as the God, who is love. when this is so, it is obvious that
God really dwells in us, because such love is only to be found in Him.
As the love of God is the source of this love in us, so a sense of it
stimulates us. wheneVer we feel His love for us, and feel that we love
God, then it is perfected, and it must overflow in love to others. It wil l
certainly seek the salvation of the lost, because our Lord Himself"came to seek and to save that which was lost."

4. The Holy Spirit 's testimony.
"Hereby know we thot we dwelt in Him, and He in us, because He

hath given us of His spirit. And we have seen and do testifu that the
Fother sent the son to be the soviour of the world. whosoever shslt
confess that Jesus is the son of God, God dwelleth in Him, qnd he in
God. And we have known and berieved the love thst God hath to us.',
v .13-16(a) .

It is because the Holy Spirit dwells in us, that we know that we are
in fellowship with God. He it was in the first place who brought
conviction of sin to us. He revealed the Lord Jesus as our divine
Saviour. He showed us how Jesus atoned for our sins by His death.
He called us, and moved us to trust Christ as our own Lord and
Saviour. He brought about our new birth so that we became alive to
God's presence and His love, and we recognised Him as our Father,
and cried to Him, "Abba, Father." It is the Holy Spirit who makes us
aware of God's presence, and pours the love of God into our souls,
and stirs us to love God and others. He showed us that onlv bv the
incarnation of the Son of God and His death on the cross, .ouid rlnful
man ever enjoy union with God. The apostles had lived with the Lord
Jesus: His l ife was a fact about which there could be no mistake. They
bore this testimony that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of
the world. Redemption arose from the council of the Godhead. It
could have no other origin. God sent His son to be the Saviour,
because no other could be sufficient. He alone could accomplish such
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a task, but let us note what is the result. As we confess Jesus to be the
Son of God, God dwells in us, and we in God. Confessing Jesus to be
the Son of God, is not just saying so with our tongues: it means giving
Him that place of authority in our l ives: and all this is the work of the
Holy Spirit in us.

5. The fellowship of love.
"God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, snd God

in him. Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in
the day of judgement: because as He is, so ore we in the world. There
is no fear in love; but perfect love cssteth out fear, because fear hath
torment, He that feareth is not made perfect in love. lVe love Him,
because He first loved us." v.l6(b)-19.

Again we are reminded that this agap€ love is God's very nature. He
is its source and it must f low out through the l ives of all who are
dwelling in Him. This outflow of love is the expression of fellowship
with God; it is the proof that we are in l iving union with Him. It is
only in this union and communion with God, that this love is
developed and brought to maturity. This experience of being a
channel for the love of God: loving others as God loves us, is the
greatest and most satisfying thing of our l ives, for this is fellowship
with God. Dwelling in love, is not loving others sometimes: there is
nothing capricious in this love, no ebbing and flowing l ike the tide.
There is no loving one, and not another according to our l ikes or
dislikes. It is not soon wearied, but is the constant habit of our l ives
because of our union with God. We dwell in Him, and He brings it to
completion, so we have confidence in the day of judgment. We are not
afraid to meet our Lord, because we love Him. We know more of His
love as He pours it out through us to others. There is no fear in love,
for perfect love casts out fear. See the nature of fear: it has torment.
We avoid the person we fear, but we trust and draw near to the one we
love. He who fears does not truly love. This love never begins with us,
but when we see what the Lord Jesus did for us on the cross. and we
believe on Him, then we begin to love Him, and to show His love to
others. Here is the parentage of this love: it is divinely born in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit. It is exotic and must be fed by God. The
sustaining power of our love to God, is His love to us, and always as
we receive His love, so we must love also.

"If o man say, I love God, ond hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have wefrom Him.
That he thst loveth God love his brother also." v.20.21.
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Here John sums up what he has been saying. Let us remember he is
speaking of agap6 love, the love that springs from a recognition of the
value or preciousness of another. It is a self sacrif icing love, and can
only be ours through the experience of the new birth. John points out
a very common fault: there are those who say they love God, but they
do not love their fellow man as they should. They ignore the needs of
those who may be suffering or starving: they close their eyes to the
miseries around them. They do not go out of their way to seek the
salvation of those who are dying without Christ and without hope.
John says bluntly, they are l iars. Love to God must flow out in love to
men: to fail to love those we don't l ike, or to withdraw from those
who insult us, or slight us, or do us an injury, is to show quite plainly
that we are not dwell ing in love, we are not dwell ing in God. John
says, he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he
love God whom he hath not seen? This love which has been imparted
to us by God is the love which embraced the whole world. Let us who
call ourselves christians take note that there is no choice for us in this
matter. God commands that all who love Him, must pour out this love
to all our fellows. Love to God and love to men are indissolubly
joined. The only way to prove that we love God is to obey Him
constantly by showing love to others.

The Lower Lights
W. J.  SEATON ( Inverness)

PAUL'S HIRED HOUSE. By no stretch of the imagination could the
apostle Paul be looked on as a "lower l ight" in the cause of the
gospel. There were times, however, when the providence of God
placed him in what could only be described as lower l ight situations.
Places or circumstances which, humanly speaking, might have been
more fitted to snuffing-out the gospel rays than promoting them. One
such time and place was the "two whole years" when Paul found
himsel f  under house-arrest  in  "h is  own hi red house" in  the c i ty  of
Rome; but ,  as in  so many other  s imi lar  s i tuat ions.  Cod proved /o Paul
and through Paul that His Word is in no way "bound," (Acts
28:30-31 . )

"And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house," we're
told. And those two years of confinement for Paul very much sets
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before us the great lesson of the Word of God, that God has His own
ways of performing His own wil l. It isn't easy to come to a precise
time-span with regard to the apostle Paul's l i fe, but it was probably
something l ike 28 years since Paul had been converted at Damascus.
He preached for a few days in Damascus itself and then, God took
him away down into the Arabian desert for three whole years where
He taught him the depths of the faith into which he had now entered.
After those three years, he came back to Damascus for another few
days, escaped "over the wall in a basket," and came to Jerusalem for
"fifteen days" where he met Simon Peter etc. From Jerusalem he was
sent back to his home town of Tarsus, and it was there, eight years
later on, that Barnabas found him and brought him to the work at
Antioch. There then began his great missionary journeys from the
Church at  Ant ioch,  unt i l  the Jews'  opposi t ion rose to such a height
that he was eventually imprisoned under Felix and then Festus for
three-and-a-half years. It was from this imprisonment that he was
brought to Rome at this point, and here he was to remain for this
further "two years" in his own hired house, the prisoner of the Lord
Jesus.

Now, when we begin to tally-up such an outl ine of Paul's days in
the Christian l ife, we discover that out of that proposed 28 years or so,
Paul spent something l ike sixteen of them in comparative obscurity or
in prison. And now; two more years under close arrest! What can we
say? "God's ways are not our ways." And not only is God pleased to
employ a good many lower l ights in His service, but He even places
His "brighter" l ights in some very dark corners at t imes. However; no
matter how dark the corner, it need in no way keep a true l ight -
h igher  or  lower -  f rom shin ing;  so wi th Paul .

When the great apostle was first taken into custody in Jerusalem
some three-and-a-half years before this time, the Lord gave this word
to h im; "Fear not , "  sa id the Lord to Paul ,  " thou must  bear  wi tness of
me at Rome also." Therefore, although Paul found himself in Rome
as a prisoner he sti l l  knew that he was there under divine commission
and he would act accordingly. He couldn't work "outwith" his hired
house, but he could work in it, and he could work fromit, and so he
d id .

Matthew Henry has a lovely word concerning Paul's hired house in
Rome; "When we cannot do what we would in the service of God,"
he says,  "we musf  do what  we can."  And then he adds,  "Those

ministers that have but l i tt le hired houses should rather preach in
them, i f  they be a l lowed to do that ,  than be s i lent . "  That 's  a choice
word in its own right; but there is something very tender and very
thankfu l  behind i t ,  as wel l .  Mat thew Henry 's  father  was Phi l ip  Henry,
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one of the ejected Puritans of 1662, and among the strictures that were
placed on those men were two Acts of Parliament - the Five Mile Act
and the Conventicle Act. The first forbade them to preach anywhere
within a five mile radius of their former churches, and the second
meant that they couldn't preach to more than eight people at any one
time; in fact, something l ike their immediate family and a few others.
But Phil ip Henry did just that; and for something l ike twenty years his
main congregation was his own family. But one of the fruits of that
house ministry was Matthew - a man, surely, whose praise is in the
Church, even up to this day. "Those ministers who have but l i tt le
hired houses should rather preach in them, if they be allowed to do
that ,  than be s i lent . "  And for  those, , two whole years"  what  use the
apostle Paul made of his own hired house in Rome.

Paul's pen was busy in his own hired house. Humanly speaking,
had there been no two year confinement in Rome at this time, there
would have been no Galatians, Ephesians, phil ippians, or Colossians;
or no Philemon either; for it was from this first Roman imprisonment
that Paul wrote these epistles. Paul's zeal was busy there, as well. It
was there that Onesimus was born again of the Spirit of God -
"Whom I have begotten in my bonds," says paul, as he sends
Onesimus back to Philemon with that epistle in his grasp. His hands
were busy in that hired house. It was a ,,hired" house; we might well
ask,  how did Paul  pay the rent? And,  of  course,  i t 's  what  that  act iv i ty
at the Church at Phil ippi was all about as they put their heads together
and sent off their "gift" to Paul at the hands of that good man
Epaphroditus. But remember what happened to Epaphroditus? He
took i l l  -  an i l lness that  was "n igh unto death"  paul  te l ls  the
Phil ippians in his letter back to them. And the one who had come to
will ingly "minister" to Paul f inds himself being ministered to by paul
unt i l  God has "mercy"  on them both,  as paul  says,  and Epaphrodi tus
gets well again.

I don't suppose Paul had a leather-bound Guest Book in his own
hired house at Rome; if he had had such a thing, what names would
have been recorded in it, lower l ights, and higher l ights. The local
members of the local church at Rome, of course; those who had set
out to meet Paul at Appii Forum and the Three Taverns as he was
conveyed along the Appian Way by the soldiers of Caesar's Band.
When Paul f irst saw those brethren and sisters coming to meet him,
we're to ld in  Acts 28,  "he thanked God and took courage."  He
would,  no doubt ,  s t i l l  be thankf ,u l  and st i t l  be encouraged by thei r
v is i ts  to  h im in h is  own hi red house;  and what  b less ings they must  have
carr ied away wi th them f rom that  p lace!  Aqui la  and pr isc i l la ,  who
had " la id down thei r  necks"  for  Paul  at  one point ,  would have made
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the i r  way there more than once;  and Andronicus and Junia,  who had
themselves endured some impr isonment  wi th h im.  The mother  of
Rufus;  what  k ind of  serv ice d id she carry out  for  Paul  dur ing that  two
year per iod? "His mother  and mine,"  as Paul  ca l ls  her ,  wr i t ing back
to the Romans.  Tychicus,  John Mark,  Jesus cal led Justus,  T imothy.
Just  a wee h i red house.  but .  sure lv .  i ts  sound has sone out  in to a l l  the
earth !

The Garden and its Teachings
D. A. DOUDNEY (Editor of the Gospel Magazine 1832-1893)

"Thou shalt be like a wqtered garden, and like a spring of
water, whose waters fail not." Isoiah 58; 11.

A garden is a special place, and, however extensive a man's grounds
may be, and whatever his delight in them, there is one part of those
grounds upon which he is sure to take special pains, and in which he
takes peculiar interest - it is his garden. The first thing he does, or has
done, with the spot of ground allotted to a garden is, to wall it in. An
exposed garden is almost out of the question. It must be protected, and
that not merely as a means of preservation, but of absolute usefulness;
even the very walls are productive, in as much as they bear up trees
which otherwise could not be sustained, and which consequently would
bear no fruit.

There is something full of teaching in the fact that the very trees
which bear the richest and most attractive and luxuriant fruit are those
which in themselves have no power to bear up themselves. Without aid,
they would run waste and wild. How like a child of God - so weak,
and frail and dependent in himself, yet supported and upheld and
attached unto the great wall of Zion, how sweet the fruit that child
bears. Such a tree of the Lord's right-hand planting is the first to catch
the morning rays of the Sun of Righteousness, from which, as long as
that Sun shines, having previously in the night season been refreshed by
the dews of heaven, it draws warmth and nourishment and strength.

Moreover, as in nature, the wall-fruit is always reserved to the last, as
that to which attention is called by the exhibitor, showing that it is the
crowning feature of his garden and that upon which he has expended
his principal labour and pains, so the Lord, in walking through His
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garden, looks with peculiar complacency and delight upon the frailest,
but at the same time most fruitful, of His trees.

AFFLICTION Ah, how little does the occupant of yonder
sickchamber, who has spent nights of anguish and days of pain upon
that bed, think of the tender care and peculiar interest with which
Jehovah regards him. How watchful He, how loving, how gracious!
How He treasures up those sighs, how He bottles up those tears, how
regardful He is of those cries for help. How in the very act even now of
infusing strength, inspiring hope, imparting patience. How marvellous
that that poor sufferer should be sustained day by day, month by
month and even year after year. What a proof of the power of God!
What an evidence of the faithfulness of God! What a sweet setting forth
of the all-sufficiency and omniscience of God! There attending that
sufferer with His own hand, and visiting in His own Person is Jehovah-
Jesus, making all his bed in his sickness, and ever and anon drawing
forth that soul in sweet and lively aspirations. Such an afflicted one is
closeted with Jesus. Far removed from the busy world, entering by faith
within the vail, seeing what no human eye can see, hearing what no
human ear can hear, and solacing himself already in eternal and
ineffable delights.

Oh, sceptic, if we should happen to address such, come with us to
some sick-chamber, and there behold that patient, tranquil sufferer. If
thou wouldest have proof of the reality of divine revelation, and behold
even in the present imperfect state of things its real and genuine effects,
see it in that perfect surrender, and that entire acquiescence, which
enables the bereft of not only health, but probably of kindred and
property likewise, to exclaim, "Shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil also? The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord." "This l ight
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, whilst we look not at the things
which are seen, but at things which are not seen; for the things which
are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal."

These are frail trees, reader, but fruitbearing, and as such, dear and
tender and precious in the eyes of our God. He takes the utmost delight
in them. He thinks infinitely more of such an apparently poor,
forgotten and neglected one, than He does of the brightest planet in His
creation, or the highest angel that bows before His throne. His joy in
such - His watchful eye upon such - the intensity of His interest in
such, weak and fragile as they may seem to be, is beyond the power of
thought to conceive, or language to express.

THE SITE OF A GARDEN. A second object which the owner keeps
in view with respect to his garden, is to have it as near to his house as
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possible. However extensive his grounds, and whatever the
accommodation they may afford, the site for his garden is sure to be
near home. He would remove every obstacle that might stand in the way
of his frequent visits. He would see it, moreover, when prevented by
circumstances from walking in it. He wants perpetually the oversight of
it. He feasts his eyes, if nothing more.

The garden of the Lord is not only -
"A l itt le spot enclosed by grace,
Out of the world's wide wilderness,"

but it is near His heart - so to speak, near His house. It is easy of
access - a place where Jehovah frequently resorts. That is a wonderful
expression in the Canticles (6:2) "My Beloved is gone down into His
garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the garderzs, and to gather
l i l ies.  "

TO FEED IN THE GARDENS! What an act of condescension!
As if the Lord went there, not only for pleasure and recreation, but for
absolute nourishment, that His very heart might be refreshed and
strengthened by the work of His own hands, the fruits of His own
implantation, the sweet odours and delightsome perfumes of the plants
of His own righthand planting. What are these but the looks and the
lispings - the pleas and the praises of His loved ones - as planted in
the garden of the Lord? Gathered out of the wilds of the wilderness,
they of necessity depend upon His gracious waterings and bedewings
day by day and from moment to moment; and this their very need not
only proves the reality of their life, but secures the promptitude and the
timeliness of that aid which the Heavenly Husbandman is pleased
graciously to bestow. If a gardener knew that there were one plant more
than another that needed His care, it would be sure to have his best and
earliest attention; so the Heavenly Husbandman makes for that
particular bed in His garden where the tenderest plants are, where there
have been the most recent transplantings; and (blessed be His Name for
the assurance) "He will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the
smoking flax, but wil l bring forth judgment unto victory."

REFLECTIONS. It is well for us each to go back in review to the
time and the manner of the Lord's manifestively taking a certain plant
in hand. What a tender plant, how extremely fragile; how marvellous
that, in the exposed position in which He found it, i t had not been
crushed by the passing tread; how wonderful that it escaped the storm
and the tempest - the thunder and the hail - that descended and beat
upon it in the midst of that exposure; and withal, to think that, not only
was it thus preserved, but that there should come a time when the
Heavenly Husbandman should stop and stoop and with His own hand
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delicately but effectually detach it from that root-hold which it had
taken upon the earth around, and carry it in His own hand to His own
garden, there to plant it in one of His own beds. With what precision
and care did He adjust its position, putting it in the best possible spot
for its thriving and for His pleasure. How gentle His touch; f irst
preparing the spot - then depositing the plant - earthing it round, not
on the cold barren heath, whence He had just taken it, but in the fine
rich soil of Zion; and how did He water and watch over it from that day
to this. How much care has been taken, how much pain bestowed.
How every let and hindrance to its growth was removed. How
wonderful its preservation and progress. Sti l l  in the garden; sti l l  alive;
sti l l  an object of divine love, interest, and care! Slowly preparing for
another and a final transplanting!

ASPECT OF A GARDEN. Another object is carefully kept in view
with regard to a garden. Security would not suffice, nor locality; aspect
also is essential. We could not help observing a very great oversight in
this respect, one day, in the neighbourhood of Plymouth. A certain
individual there had, it appears, come into possession, either by
purchase or otherwise, of a small strip of ground. So anrious was he for
its protection and security, that he directly set about having a very
substantial, high wall built round it. The plot intended for the garden
was but a mere strip of land some ten to fifteen feet wide, and round it
was being erected a wall of some ten to twelve feet high; the
consequence was the all but total exclusion of the sun! If the owner
wanted a monastic garden, he certainly had secured himself that, but
nothing more. Now, where are plants to thrive - shrubs grow - trees
to bud, blossom and bear fruit; in a word, if there is to be a good
garden, there must be a warm, sheltered site - sheltered from the
harsh, cold blast, but open to the genial shower and the bright, warm
rays of the sun.

So, spiritually, with the garden of the Lord; it is so circumstanced as
not only to need, but l ikewise to enjoy, the bright beams of the Sun of
Righteousness. That plant thrives best which has most of the Sun. Amid
all the varieties that are to be found in the garden of the Lord, those
which enjoy most of the Sun are soon discoverable. They have not only
a bright, healthy, erect appearance, but they send forth such a richness
of smell; sweet are the odours that the Sun of Righteousness draws
forth from these special objects of His love and care. Lowly they may
be, l ike the l i ly of the valley - very humble, most unpretending, of low
estate indeed, l i tt le thought of or cared for by men, but so lovely in the
eyes of the Heavenly Husbandman. Now watched over, now peculiarly
preserved, its growth regarded with the utmost interest and itself tended
with the greatest care; and destined ere long to be plucked and worn in
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Jesus' bosom for ever! Oh the signal honour that the Heavenly
Husbandman puts upon such, proving to a demonstration that His
ways are not as man's ways, nor His thoughts as man's thoughts.

THE WATERING. The children of God are said in our text to be
like a watered garden. Oh, what would a garden be without water? How
soon, without the refreshing dew and the genial shower, would the
plants and shrubs and trees of our gardens, be burned up and
destroyed. The water is as necessary as the warmth; the shower is as
much needed as the Sun. A winter season is as essential as a summer
season; the frost and the snow have their work to do as verily as the sun
and the shower. It is quite true also, that -

"March winds and April showers
Bring forth May flowers."

As in the natural world, so in the spiritual. In the present state of
things, all sunshine would not do for the child of God; he must have
shade as well as sun; clouds and darkness as well as a clear blue sky;
night as well as day, winter as well as summer; frost and snow as well as
sweet soft showers and sunshine; the cold, harsh, nipping north wind as
well as the soft and gentle and exhilarating south. The one is set over
against the other, all to minister to the growth, stabil ity and
healthfulness of the trees of righteousness.

THE REASON WHY. Tried and tempted one, that sorrow - that
affl iction - that deep heart-trial by which, it may be, thou art at this
moment crushed to the very earth is not only absolutely and
indispensably necessary, but is working most effectually for thy profit
and for the Lord's glory. Thou mayst not see it; thou canst not feel it to
be so; and this is no small part of the trial; for couldst thou see and feel
it to be of the Lord - that to which He had specially called thee - thou
wouldst submit and, by grace, acquiesce. But it is the strangeness of the
trial - its peculiarity - its unlooked for source - its coming
whence it did, and when it did and why it did, is altogether so
unaccountable, as to lead thee to suppose it to be anything but that state
of things to which the Lord hath called thee. Thou dost imagine it to be
more of man's doings than of the Lord. Thou dost suppose it to be
more of thine own seeking than that special cross which it pleased the
Lord thou shouldst take up daily and follow Him with. Well, admitting
for one moment that, in a secondary sense, the trouble is of man, or the
cross is one of thine own making - and we believe that there are few of
our troubles which we may not thank ourselves for - will the Lord,
under the circumstances, lay upon us additional burden? No, He is too
tender, too compassionate, too mindful of whence we are and what we
are. If a child ran to its mother, with its face cut, or its l i tt le hand or arm
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bleeding profusely from the wound it had received with the broken glass
it had been cautioned not to play with, would it be either wise or kind or
motherlike for her to whip or reproach that child, instead of stanching
the blood, and taking that l i tt le affrighted one upon her knee, and
endeavouring by every means in her power to quell its agitation, dispel
its fear, and relieve its pain? Who better knows than our God that "folly

is bound up in the heart of a child?" And Who so tender, kind,
forbearing as He? He knows our ten thousand weaknesses; He is fully
sensible of our numberless frailt ies; He is acquainted infinitely better
than we can be with the helplessness and the folly and the sin of our
poor fallen nature; and therefore in all His fatherly discipline He keeps
in view the great fact that we are but dust - weaker than a bruised reed
- frail as the flower - perishable as the grass that in the morning
groweth up and in the evening is cut down and withereth. It is,
moreover, in connection with our weakness and folly, and our
thousand shortcomings, He opens out to us the nature and fulness and
freeness of His rich and free and sovereign grace.

from:- 'Talks with the Troubled'

William the Silent
Prince of Orange 1533-1584

FRANCIS COXON

We desire to trace, a l itt le, the wondrous movement among the
hardy and indomitable people whose litt le country in part stretches
out into the German ocean, the Netherlands. This industrious race of
men drained a swamp, and erected barriers to the ocean, reared cit ies
and towns which, for commercial prosperity, rivalled any cit ies in the
world. It is the end of the fifteenth and dawn of the sixteenth cenfury,
and these hardy people were coming prominently into note, so that the
ruling powers in Europe were attracted to their land. Not least, the
power, affluence and arrogance of the Papal apostasy had reached
their height, and in the fourteenth century we find an ebb setting in, in
that t ide which ti l l  then had continued at f lood. Numbers of the
Waldenses and Albigenses, chased from Southern France or the
valleys of the Alps, sought refuge in the cit ies of the Netherlands.
bringing with them the Romaunt version of the Bible, which was
translated into Low Dutch rhymes. The city of Antwerp occupies a
most distinguished place in this movement. As early as I106, before
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the disciples of Peter Waldo had appeared in these parts, we find a
celebrated preacher, Tanchelinus by name, endeavouring to purge out
the leaven of the Papacy, and spread purer doctrine not only in
Antwerp, but in the adjoining parts of Brabant and Flanders, in the
face of vehement opposition from the Popish priests. The reforming
movement received an impulse from the writ ings of John Wyclif ie,
which began to be circulated in the Low Countries in the end of the
fourteenth century. There followed, in the beginning of the next
century the martyrdoms of Huss and Jerome. The light which these
two stakes shed over the plains of Bohemia was reflected as far as the
banks of the Rhine and the shores of the North Sea, and helped to
deepen the enquiry which the teachings of the Waldenses and the
writings of Wycliffe had awakened among the burghers and artisans
of  the Low Countr ies.  To these causes,  which conspired to the
awakening of the Netherlands, is to be added the influence of trade
and commerce. The Low Countries were the heart of the commerce of
the nations. This trade brought with it knowledge as well as riches; for
the Fleming could not meet his customers on the wharf, without
hearing things to him new and old.

1. REIGN OF CHARLES V. (1500-1558): AND EARLY YEARS
OF WILLIAM, THE SILENT.

Char les l .  o f  Spain was e lected in  1519,  at  Frankfor t -on- the Maine,
as Emperor of Germany, and was crowned Charles V. of Germany, at
Aix-la-Chapelle, the following year. The year that elapsed between the
election and coronation was one of prosperous labour at Wittemberg.
A great l ight shone in the midst of the l itt le band there gathered
together, namely, the Word of God. The Papal voice from the Seven
Hills fell upon their ears unheeded; all doctrines and practices were
tried by the Bible alone. Charles V. presided at the Diet of Worms ar
which Diet Luther said - and the words are among the sublimest in
history - "Here I stand. I can do no other. May God help me!
Amen. " Ever since Charles had issued his decretals against Luther, he
had kept up a continual f ire of ordinances prohibit ing, on pain of
death, the spread of Lutheranism in the Netherlands. In God's due
time, another person, raised up by the great Shepherd of the sheep, to
further the Reformation in the Netherlands, was Will iam of Orange,
surnamed the Silent, who was born at the castle of Dil lenbourg in
Germany in 1533. He was the eldest of the twelve children of Will iam,
count of Nassau, which family held possessions in France and
Germany, and in the Netherlands. Will iam was not only the heir of the
family estates, but, at the age of eleven, succeeded besides to the
principality of Orange, situated between Provence and Dauphiny. The
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parents of the young Prince had embraced the principles of the
Reformation. Will iam was sent in his eleventh year to become a page
in the household of Charles V. The Prince of Orange had at an early
stage of his career gained the esteem of Charles V., through his
discreet manners.

An event of vital interest to the Netherlands took place on 25th
October,  1555,  when the emperor  Char les V. ,  in  the palace of
Brussels, formerly abdicated the sovereignty of the States-General in
favour of his son, Phil ip II., a name which soon became one of papal
tyranny, among the Netherlanders. The abdication scene depicted the
Emperor, leaning on the arm of the Prince of Orange, whom he litt le
dreamed was so soon to become the opponent of his son's lawless
ambition, who was destined, as raised up of God, to cast himself, and
all he held dear in this l i fe, against the Inquisit ion designed by his son,
Phil ip II. Before the new king, Phil ip departed to Spain, he
determined to let the Netherlanders know what his treatment of the
Reformed faith would be, that his l i tt le f inger should be thicker than
his father 's  th igh.  He establ ished by law the "Holy Inquis i t ion,"  a f i t
contrivance of papal tyranny, to strengthen their dread and merciless
power. Phil ip, having delivered his farewell address to the States-
General, and appointed his sister, the Duchess of Parms, as Regent,
and prepared to set sail for Spain. The real ruler of the Netherlands
now was the popish bishop of Arras, better known in history as
Cardinal Granvelle. This notorious character, haughty, supercil ious,
cunning and evi l ,  was the tool  in  Phi l ip 's  hands.  So the Inquis i t ion
carried on the work of its dreaded mission, too painful to describe in
deta i l .

II. "A TIME TO KEEP SILENCE." Eccles. i i i .7.

When Will iam was in France, on a state visit, the French king
Henry II., and with a hunting party in the Forest of Vincennes,
Will iam and Henry found themselves alone. The French monarch's
mind was full of a great scheme, which had just secretly been formed
by Phil ip of Spain and himself, to extirpate Protestantism. Phil ip had
been most anxious to conclude the public treaty with France, that he
might be the sooner able to negotiate the secret convention by which
they were solemnly to bind themselves to massacre all the converts to
scriptural faith in France and the Netherlands. The conspiracy of the
two kings against their subjects was the matter nearest the designs of
both. The notorious Duke of Alva was to be an accessory in the
accomplishment of it. The French monarch, somewhat imprudently
imagined that Will iam was also a party to the plot, opened the whole
subject to him without reserve. The king then proceeded with cynical
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minuteness, to lay before his discreet companion the particulars of the
royal  p lot ,  and the manner in  which a l l  Protestants,  whether  h igh or
humble were to be discovered and massacred at the most convenienr
season. For the furtherance of the scheme it was considered that the
Spanish regiments would be erceedingly efficient. prince Will iam,
though horror-struck and indignant at the royal revelations, held his
peace and kept  h is  countenance.  The k ing was not  aware that ,  in
opening this delicate negotiation he had given a warning of
inestimable value to the man who had been born to resist the
machinat ions of  Phi l ip  and Alva.  Wi l l iam earned the surname of"the Silent" from the manner he received these communications of
Henry wi thout  reveal ing to the monarch,  by word or  look,  the
enormous b lunder he had commit ted.  Wi l l iam,s purpose was f ixed
from that hour. "Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that t ime;
for  i t  is  an ev i l  t ime."  Amos v.  13.

I I I .  "A TIME TO SPEAK."  Ecc.  i i i .7 .
The occasion was with Martin Luther, when he said, ,,The time for

silence is past, and the time to speak is come." Speech, accompanied
with action! So it was with Will iam of Orange. And as Luther needed
no trumpeter; so it was with Will iam - God was with them. yet a
cloud of woes were to continue and descend upon the Netherlands.
The future yet in reserve for the Low Countries was not so closely
locked up in the breast  of  the tyrant  Phi l ip  I I . ,  bur  rhat  the pr ince of
Orange could read i t .  I t  was Phi l ip 's  set t led purpose,  to  be pursued
through chicaneries, falsehoods, and hypocrisies, to drag the leading
nobles to the scaffold, to hang, burn, or bury alive every protestant in
the Low Countries; and to planr the twin fabrics of Spanish and papal
despotism. Will iam invited the Counts Egmont, Horn, Hoogstraaten,
and Louis,  to  Dendermonde,  where he,  h i ther to "Si lent , "  spoke in
vain,  warning them of  imminent  danger,  they l i t t le  th ink ing of  the
perfidy of Phil ip. Will iam had made a final effort to rouse his
compeers in rank, to consider the awful abyss on which they were
standing, and which they shortly erperienced being plunged into.
Will iam then retired to Nassau, Germany, where on his own estates he
could watch the current  of  events,  and he had not  long to wai t .  phi l ip
whose persecuting frenzy was not yet at its highest point, summoned
his general, the Duke of Alva, placing him at the head of ten thousand
Spaniards who passed into the Netherlands. One of Alva's first acts
was to arrest the Counts Egmont and Horn, who on the 5th May,
1568, were publicly executed in the great square at Brussels. Alva had
created his Council of Blood, distributed his soldiers to overawe the
inhabitants, and the Low Countries became literally an Aceldama.
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Will iam, now in his patrimonial estates of Nassau, had a citation from
Alva to appear before the Council of Blood, but Will iam was far too
sagacious to walk into this trap. The sufferings and horrors endured
by the Netherlanders baffle all description. "But the people that do
know thei r  God shal l  be st rong,  and do explo i ts . "  Danie l ,  x i .32.  The
year 1568 revealed Will iam as written in Nehemiah vii.2: "for he was a
faithful man, and feared God ubove mony." He was the one, above
many, to whom the Netherlanders could receive inspiration and hope.
Experiences were alternated by encouragement and disappointment;
victory and defeat. Will iam defeated on land by his first campaign,
turned his attention to the sea, and thought to uti l ize a power that was
becoming formidable to Phil ip and Alva. These vessels were termed
the "Sea Beggars". Their leader, De la Marck was a soldier and a
patriot. His first exploit was to sail up the Meuse, where he anchored
off the town of Bril l , and summoned it to surrender. The Orange flag
was hoisted upon the wal ls  on Apr i l  ls t  1572.

But in August of the same year, 1572, Will iam received the terrible
news of the St. Bartholomew's Massacre, in Paris, especially so, as he
had only received a communication from Admiral Coligny promising
help forthcoming with fifteen thousand Huguenots, some three weeks
previously. The Huguenots expected to assist in emancipating the Low
Countries were watering with their blood, and strewing with their
corpses the plains of their native land!

At the time of the siege of Haarlem, Will iam of Orange established
himself at Leyden, the town nearest to Haarlem on the south, and
successfully supplied the famine stricken, besieged population with
provisions of food, when the lake of Haarlem became navigable in
the February of 1573. After seven months of siege the surrender took
place in July, 1573, when the garrison and cit izens were massacred, in
spite of promises made which led to the surrender. Alva visited
Haarlem on the third day after surrender, leaving it to his son, to
perpetrate the treachery and barbarity of the sequel. So awful was the
tragedy of Haarlem!

However, in the siege of the l itt le town of Alkmaar, the Spaniards
were obliged to raise the siege, 8th October, 1573.

IV. THE SIEGE OF LEYDEN.

The siege of Leyden, and no surrender, is an event that can never be
forgotten. Leyden is situated on a low plain, covered with rich
pastures. Its canals are spanned by numerous bridges, and lined by
limes and poplars. At the time of the siege the city had a numerous
population, and was defended by a deep moat. Meanwhile, a greater
calamity even than would have been the loss of Leyden seemed to
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overtake them. Struck down by fever, the result of ceaseless toil and
the most exhausting anxiety, Will iam of Orange lay apparently at the
point of death. The il lness of the Prince was carefully concealed, lest
the cit izens of Leyden should give themselves up altogether to despair.
The Prince arranged the only plan by which, as it appeared to him, it
was possible to drive out the Spaniards and raise the siege. He would
summon the ocean against the Spaniards. He would cut the dykes and
sink the country beneath the sea. The work was executed'*' i th alacrity
and perseverance, but did not meet with an immediate result. Strong
north-easterly winds, prevail ing longer than usual, beat back the tides,
and prevented the ingress of the waters. The Hollanders had two
hundred flat-bottomed boats armed with guns, and stored with
provisions for the besieged, but there they lay outside the dykes unable
to approach. But the cries of the suffering city were heard in heaven
and on the I st October, 1574, a strong wind developed from the north-
west, and from that quarter the gale moved into the south-west with
increasing fury. The strength of the winds heaped up the waters of the
German ocean upon the coast of Holland, surging onwards, and
poured its tumultuous bil lows over the broken dykes, thus enabling
supplies of provisions to the famine stricken survivors; and effecting
confusion and d isaster  to  the Spaniards.  The Pr ince of  Orange was in
one of the churches at Delft when the news was brought to him, which
were conveyed to the min is ter ,  who read the heaven-sent  news to the
congregation. This series of wonders was to be fitt ingly closed by yet
another prodigy. The fair land of Holland lay drowned at the bottom
of the sea.  The very next  day,  the 4th October,  1574,  the wind moved
into the north-east, and blowing with great violence, the waters
rapidly assuaged, and in a few days the land was bare again. HE who
had brought up the ocean upon Holland with His mighty hand had
rolled it back.

V. THE CHARACTER OF WILLIAM.

Will iam was indeed, a God-fearing man. From his trust in God he
ever derived support and consolation in the darkest hours. Implicit ly
relying upon Almighty mercy, and goodness, he constantly looked
danger in the face, and endured incessant labours and trials with
patience.

His constancy in bearing the whole weight of a struggle, as unequal
as men have undertaken. From the time that he first discovered the
plan of Phil ip to plant the Inquisit ion in the Netherlands, up to the
last moment of his l i fe, he never faltered in his determination to resist
that Papal iniquitous scheme. This resistance was the labour of his
life. To exclude the Inquisit ion of Rome and Spain, was the task laid
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upon h im f rom the age of  three-and-twenty.  He,  a Pr ince of  h igh rank
by first birth with revenues accordingly; stripped himself of station,
weal th,  a lmost  at  t imes of  the common necessi t ies of  l i fe .  That  the
time came when he began to rely on God's providence is evidenced by
the tone of  h is  le t ters,  for  example,  in  a le t ter  wr i t ten to h is  brother  in
reference to the terrible disaster at Jemmingen: "Nevertheless, since it
thus p leased God,  i t  is  necessary to have pat ience,  and nct  to  lose
courage; conforming ourselves to His Divine wil l, as for my part I
have determined to do in  everyth ing which may happen,  s t i l l
proceeding onward in  our  work wi th His a lmighty a id."

To Diedrich Sonoy, Lieutenant-Covernor for Orange in the
province of  North Hoi land,  he wrote:  " I t  has p leased Almighty God
to d ispose of  Haar lem according to His Div ine wi l l ,  shal l  we,
therefore, deny and deride His Holy Word? Has the strong arm of the
Lord thereby grown weaker? Has His church therefore come to
nought? You ask if I have entered into a firm treaty with any great
king or potentate, to which I answer, that before I took up the cause
of the oppressed christians in these provinces I had entered into a close
al l iance wi th the King of  k ings;  and I  am f i rmly convinced that  a l l  who
put  thei r  t rust  in  Him shal l  be saved by His a lmighty hand."  In  h is
latter years he embraced the saving truths of Calvinism, and had
publ ic ly  jo ined the church at  Dort  in  October,  1573.

VL ASSASSINATION: 1584.

Within two years there had been five distinct attempts to assassinate
Wi l l iam, through whose genius and leadership,  the power of  Spain
and intrigues of the papacy had been frustrated. Phil ip of Spain
adopted the dark design of employing the assassin's aid. Cardinal
Granvelle devised the plot, but at the door of the papacy the great
crime must be laid. One named Balthazar Gerard, a fanatical Papist
left Luxemburg and came to Tr6ves, where he confided his scheme to
the regent of the Jesuit college, who expressed approval of the plan,
gave G6rard his blessing, and promised him that, if he should be
sacrif iced in achieving his purpose, he should be enrolled among the
martyrs. Gerard repaired to the Prince's residence at Delft, and hid
himsel f  in  a vest ibule in  the hal l ;  and as the Pr ince passed f rom the
dining-saloon to go upstairs, the muffled figure stepped up behind
him and fired three bullets into his body. The ex,;lamation the Prince
made was, "O my God, have mercy on mel have mercy on my poor
people!" and fall ing forward, in a few minutes breathed his last. At
the age of f ifty-one the great patriot of the Netherlands was
summoned home. He was interred at  Del f t  on the 3rd of  August ,
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amidst profound sorrow and mourning. Will iam left behind him a
name and a work that  neede'd no marbled column to commemorate,
for they rvere inCelibly written in the hearts of the people, anci woven
in the colossal  work of  h is  l i fe .

The history of the rise and progress of the Dutch Republic and
Protestant ism in the Nether lands,  is  the h is tory of  "Wi l l iam the
Si ient . "  I f  you ask,  Whence came his  power? Was he born great ,  or
d id he make h imsel f  great? The answer is ;  Born of  the Holy Spir i t ;
walked by fa i rh;  d ied in  the fa i th  of  God's e lect .

"Cod in His mercy,"  sa id Wi l l iam, " r l , i l l  mainta in mv innocence
and my honour dur ing my l i fe  and future ages.  As to my for tune and
my l i fe ,  I  have dedicated both,  long s ince,  to  His serv ice.  He wi l l  do
therewi th what  p leases Him for  His g lory and my salvat ion."

BOOK REVIEWS
The Free Presbyterian Magazine. Volume l.  lE96-1897. pp 4E0. f3.90.
I'ree Presbyterian Publications,

This f irst volume of the Free Presbyterian Magazine is ful l  of interesting and
varied materiai.  Whilst i t  is of special inrerest to members of that church with
its many references to the founding fathers i t  has much which wil l  appeal to a
wider readership.

Here are sermons of some of the early'ministers of the F. P. Church - Neil
Cameron, Glasgow; D. MacFarlane, Raassay&c. There are several letters by
Hugh Mart in which are much appreciated. The diary of Wil l iam Sinclair of
Wick we found interesting, in r,vhich he makes reference to the Gospel
Magazine - "the Cospel Magazine came to hand today...  I  have had i t  over
thirty years, being almost the only periodical read by me. The worthy editor
seems to know the tr ibulat ior.rs and consolat ions by the way...  I  am surprised i t
is not more general ly known in Scotland".

The book is well  bound and i ts contents attract ivelv oresented.
M. H.

The History of the Gospel Standard Magazine. B. A. Ramsbortom.
pp22E. f4.50 obtainable from J. J. Rayner, 69 Langham Gardens, Grange
Park. London N21 lDL.

The Gospel Standard Magazine has had a long and dist inguished history.
During i ts 150 years oi publ icat ion i ts editors have been dist inguished in many
ways. Some have been of considerable l i terary abi l i ty, some of social standing,
but al l  have been dist inguished spir i tual ly as lovers of the Lord Jesus Chrisr
and the doctr ines of sovereign dist inguishing grace.
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Ben Ramsbottom, who became editor in 1971, fol lows the tradit ion of his
predecessor, S. F. Paul, who was noted f irst as having writ ten a number of
books for young people, and then turned to the history ofdenomination. The
book is in two parts. Part I  is the History of the Magazine. From this we
observe that the author writes with a t ight touch, most attract ive and readable,
and with a true historians sense of history and i ts making. He picks out the
sa l ien t  po in ts ,  l i ke  the  ou ts tand ing  ed i to rsh ip  o f  J .  C .  Ph i lpo t ,  when the
Magazine was well  establ ished with a world wide readership, and gives enough
of the detai l ,  l ike the advert isements on the wrapper, to make the whole
picture come al ive.

Part 2 consists of the Lives of the Editors, which makes a very good division
of the book. From the biographies we learn the spir i tual experiences which
dist inguishes the Str ict and Part icular Baptist denomination.

Wil l iam Gadsby laboured in Manchester for 38 years during which t ime he
wrote his hymns and published the well  known Hymn Book. J. C. Phi lpot
considered him to be the greatest Minister of his da-v. His populari ty lay in
"the divine power. unction and gracious authority that attended the Word he
preached". "Bless His holy name, honours crown His brow for ever and ever!
O my soul, adore Him! He stood in His people's law place, cal led their sins
His own, took their debts as His own, cancel led i t  by His blood, groaned, and
sweat ,  and b led ,  and d ied .  'He d ied  the  jus t  fo r  the  un jus t ,  to  b r ing  us  to
God'." Wil l iam Gadsby came to be respected by Cod's people in al l
denominat ions .  He was fo l lowed by  John M'Kenz ie ,  and then J .  C .  Ph i lpo t ,
many of whose sermons are st i l l  in print.  "He was able to make the
profoundest truths understandable to the simplest people" but remained as
Pastor of the S. B. Church at Oakham for 26 years.

Then for seven years came Wil l iam Gadsby's son, John, a converted
profl igate, no preacher but a printer, publ isher, editor, author, travel ler,
lecturer, from 1870 to 77. Famous for his book of travels, "My Wanderings",
(a copy of which I was fortunate enough to buy from an old Manchester book
barrow in my youth) he exempli f ied the spir i tual value of suffering. He lost
both his daughter and his wife within two weeks. "The tr ial  was so blessed to
me, that for more than three weeks, I  had almost uninterrupted peace, and
(assured of their eternal safety) felt  I  could shout out in holy tr iumph. What an
unspeakable mercy to have our tr ials thus sancti f ied to our soul 's good".

The next editor was Grey Hazlerigg, son of Lady Hazlerigg of Carlton,
Notts. Then fol lowed Charles Hemington of Plymouth & Devizes; Joseph
Hatton of Macclesfield and Croydon; James Dennett,  of Birmingham; Alfred
Coughtrey; Enoch Feazey; J. K. Popham, of Lancaster, Liverpool and
Brighton; J. H. Gosden of Maidstone for 35 years, (whom I had the privi lege
of hearing in Rochdale Rd Chapel, Manchester) "Real rel igion," he said, " is

very simple and very solemn. I t  consists in the knowledge of self  and the
knowledge of God: the knowledge of self  as a sinner, and the knowledge of
God in Christ as a Saviour." Final ly came S. F. Paul, and the present editor,
B. A. Ramsbottom, who has given us the present inspir ing and useful account
and is  Pas tor  o f  the  S.  B .  Chaoe l  in  Lu ton .

W , J . P
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SECRETARIAL NOTES

It is a real saving in time and expense for our small office administration when readers
remit subscriptions without our need to send "subscription due" reminder letters. Where
payment is made in currencies other than sterling please add 2590 to the above
subscription rate in order to assist in meeting the negotiation charges made by the bank on
al l  Commonweal th and foreign t ransact ions,  inc luding Eire currency.

We would ask readers kindlv to inform us if thev do not wish to continue to receive The
Gospel l\'[agazine.

The Trustees are most grateful for the generous gifts of numerous readers over and
above their subscription. which enables the price lo be kept to a minimum.

Bound annual  volumes. We would welcome inquir ies for  bound volumes.

Church and chapel groups. We already have long-established groups of readers in
var ious parts of  the UK.,  and overseas.  We would l ike to increase the number of  church
and chapel  groups.  Would local  f r iends k indly promote th is,  and thus help to er tend the
ministry of The Cospel Magazine?

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION FORM

To The Gospel Magazine, Rev. Gordon Hil l, Hon. Secretary, 34
Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8JE or The Gospel
Magazine,  P.O.  Box 217,  London SE5 8NP.

We would be obliged if established readers whose subscriptions are
now due would make use of this form. Please inform us of any change
of address. Kindly renew your subscription in good time.

Subscr iber 's  name,

Address

Post-code

Sum enclosed .No. of copies to be sent per issue

Date of  sending subscr ipt ion

A year's subscription to The Gospel Magazine would make a suitable
gift.

Post  paid subscr ipt ion for  1986 (s ix  issues p.a. )  is  f3 .00 p.a.  Cheques
and P.O.s. should be made payable to The Gospel Magazine.

Forward subscr ipt ions ( f3.00)  for  1987 may now be paid.
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lf the Lord will, we shail
live, and do this, or that.

THE BLYTHSWOOD TRACT
SOCIETY is sending A Word
to Ministers from One of
Themse lves  to  o reachers
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U . K . ,  t o
encourage those who know
the Lord and to chal lenge the
unconverted.

Wi!l you support this project?

Gifts to Blvthswood Tract
Society,  Lochcarron.
Ross-shire lV54 8YD.

Brethren, pray for us.

The Gospel Mago.zine

The Trinitarian
Bible Society

Promotes the circulat ion of
The Holy Scriptures

ln more than lffi countries
throughout the world the Society
supplies Christian wcrkers with:
BIBLES - NEW TESTAMENTS

LARGE TYPE SCRIPTURES
GOSPELS _  SCRIPTURE

LEAFLETS AND TEXT CARDS

Trustworthy Protestant
translations of the Word of God

without note or comment
ln this great endeavour the Society

invites the suDDort of all who
reverently cherish the Bible as the
inspired authoritative and inerrant

Word of God.

The Secretary,217 Kingston Rd.
London SW19 3NN

ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

Advertisements shouki be received b"v
the lst of the ntonth Prior to
publ icat ion,  and addressed to:  Thc
Gospel  Magazine,  Rer ' .  ( lordon Hi l l ,
Hon .  Sec re ta r y ,34  I \ l o r l ey  Road ,
She r i ngham,  No r fo l k ,  NR26  8 .TE .  Te l :
Sher ingham 824965.

Ful l  page f20.  Hal f  page f10.50

Quarter  page f5.50
7p per word for  c lassi f ied

advert isements.
Box number l5p er t ra.

Classi f ied advert isements should be
accompanied b1'  pavn.rent .  Please state
i f  a receipt  is  required.  The enclosure
o f  an  s .a .e .  wou ld  be  app rec ia ted .  We
reserve the r ight  to decl ine any
adve r t i semen t .
Cheques should be madc pai 'able to

THE GOSPET-  MAGAZINE

Evangelistic outreach to
pr iests monks and nuns

in l taly.

lmpossible?

It is happening
right now!

For further information
wri te to l tal ian Mission,

Blythswood Tract Society,
Lochcarron Ross-shire

tv54 8YD.

Brethren, pray for us.
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FREE PRESBYTERIAN PUBLIGATIONS
133 WOODLANDS ROAD GLASGOW G3

PAGES FROM THE PAST
Paperback 85pp f1.60

The contents of this book have
been selected from the pages of
the youth magazine of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
The Yor.rng Peoples Magazine,
which f irst appeared f i f ty years
ago (hence the t i t le Pages from
the Past ) .  The se lec t ion ,  made
a n d  e d i t e d  b y  R e v .  A l e x
McPherson, tormer editor of the
magaz ine ,  cons is ts  ch ie f  l y  o f
short i tems which are relevant and
profi table for young people of the
present day. Whilst i t  is intended
main ly  fo r  ch i ld ren  who are  a t  an
upper primary stage i t  is also
su i tab le  fo r  o lder  ch i ld ren .

NEW BOOKS
Life of Rabbi Duncan by David
Brown paperback 528pp f6.50

John 'Rabb i '  Duncan was one o f
the  in te l lec tua l  and sp i r i tua l  g ian ts
of last century. This excel lent
biography traces in great detai i
D u n c a n ' s  d e l i v e r a n c e  f r o m
atheism to Christ ianity, and his
subsequent usefulness in the
cause of Christ.  He became a
m i s s i o n a r y  t o  t h e  J e w s  i n
H u n g a r y ,  a n d  t h e n  H e b r e w
P r o f e s s o r  i n  N e w  C o l l e g e ,
Ed inburgh un t i l  h is  death  in  1870.
Dav id  Brown was Rabb i  Duncan 's
l i fe  long f r iend  and the  au thor  o f
several books.

CHRISTIAN BOOKS
Lochcarron Ross-shire lV54 8YD

THE L IFE AND WORKS
OF SAMUEL RUTHERFORD

J. Clark M.A. A new and
scholarly summary in 68 pp f 1.20

THE L IFE OF RABBI  DUNCAN
David Brown D. D. A spiritual
biography and companion vol to
" R i c h  G l e a n i n g s " .  . .  .  . .  . . f 6 . 5 0

PAGES FROM THE PAST
Edi ted  by  Rev A lexander
McPherson. A selection from
the Free Presbyterian youth
m a g a z i n e  . . . . t 1 . 6 0

Orders over f|S.ffi are post-free

Tel: 1052021 337

THE HISTORY OF THE
GOSPEL STANDARD

MAGAZINE
1835 - 1985

Edited bv B. A. Ramsbottom

T h i s  b o o k  o u t l i n e s  t h e
development  of  the magazine
over i ts  150 'y 'ears,  wi th
biographies and i l lust rat ions of
the editors.

228 pages Flard Back

f4.50 inc luding postage

Obtainable from:
Gospel  Standard Trust  Publ icat ions,
69,  Langham Gardens,  Grange Park,

London .  N21  1DL
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MINISTRV
BIDEFORD, Devon North Road
C h a p e l .  R e f o l m e d  M i n i s t r y .  A . V .
Chr ist ian Hymns. LORD'S DAY 10.45
a .m .  6 .30  p .m .  M in i s t e r :  W .  H .  Mo l l and .

BUXTON, Derbyshire.  Tr in i ty  Church
(Hardwick Mount) .  Sundays l l  am and
6.30 pm. Simple Prayer Book serv ices and
Bible minist ry.  Rev.  Maur ice Handford.

W A T T I S H A N {  C H A P E I - .  S u f f o l k .
Evangelical and Reformed Services each
LORD's DAY 10.45:  2.30:  6.30.  Metr ical
Psalms and h1'mns. AV only used.
Minister 's  te lerrhone Bi ldeston 740236.

HOLIDAYS
CROMER.  No r fo l k .  Fa i t h  and  Pe te r
Dauson of fer  vou a $ 'arm welcome to
The  Tudo r  Ch r i s t i an  Gues t  House .  Nea r
sea,  shops and local  churches.  6 Cl i f f
Avenue. Telephone 0263 512337.

SOUTHWOLD. Convenient  fami l -v house
one minute from the beach in this lovely
tittle Suffolk town. Reduced rates for
autumn or off-season periods. Details: Hill,
34 Morley Road, Sheringham, Norfolk,
NR26 SJE. Tel. Sherineham 824965.

BOOKS

SECOND-HAND BOOKLIST No. 3 is
now ready.  Please send for  a copy to Free
Presbyter ian Bookroom 133 Woodlands
Rd ,  G lasgow  G3 ,  041 -332  1760 .

PUBLICATIONS
THE TENDER GRAPE: A monthly
magazine designed to interest children in
the Scriptures that are able to make them
wise unto salvat ion.  Annual  subscr ipt ion
f3.30p f rom The Edi tor ,  82 High Street ,
Knaphi l l ,  Woking,  Surrey,  CU2l  2PZ.
( ' .  H .  SPURCEON and  . 1 .  C .  RYLE  u ' e re
both much used of '  Cod. The Sovereign
(lrace Advent Testimony has republished
tso l i t t le  u,orks (( lod ' '  Sense Stands First ,
bf  C.  H.  Spurgeon; and The Second
Advent,  bv J.  C.  R-vle)  which may be
obtained free from the secretary, Stephen
A Toms, I  Donald Way, Chelmsford,
Essex.  CM2 9JB. ( l3p post  appreciated).

The Gospel Magozine

ln days of abounding error,
unbelief, religious novelty, and
distress

THE ENGLISH
CHURCHMAN

advocates "the old oaths... the
good way, and walk therein". The
divine promise is: "and ye shal l  f ind
rest for your souls", Jeremiah 6:16.

We seek to maintain a
testimony to the

Scriptural principles of the
Reformation, and the Doctrines
of Grace as set out in XXXIX

Articles.
THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN
is a fortnightly journal of news,

comment, corresponden ce,
book reviews and articles.

20p per issue; fE.23 per yerr,
post pard. Abroad f,5.20p

plus postage.

Send for a free copy

English Churchman,
PO Box 217, London, SEs 8NP

FOR SALE

Bound  vo lumes  o f  GOSPEL  STANDARD
from 1843-1941, 40 in a l l ,  most ly  19th
century.  Bound volumes of  GOSPEL
MAGAZINE from 1853, 54 in a l l .  Some in
hal f - leather.  Valuable research mater ia l .
Some spines tat ty or  spl i t .  Of fers p lease,
plus p & p.  Pastor  Michael  C.  Buss,  46
S t i r l i ng  Road ,  Bou rnemou th ,  BH3  7JH .

Distr ibutors Wanted al l  areas of  Uni ted
Kingdom to give out  k ind words of
Comfort  to people in Hospi ta l ,  Old
P e o p l e ' s  H o m e s ,  N u r s i n g  H o m e s ,
Hosp i ces ,  Ne ighbou rs  and  F r i ends .
Detai ls  and sample copy " l  Am Blessed
Newslet ter"  to IAB Ministr r - . ,  9( i  Cel t ic
Park.  Enniski l len,  Co. Fermanagh BT74
6HP.


