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The Gospel Magazine

Editorial

God's people have many trials to contend with, and yet they have
also many privileges and blessings. It is good to count up our mercies.
Our troubles often loom large in our thoughts, but it is well to con-
sider what great things the Lord has done for us. God's people may
vary much in their earthly circumstances, but in regard to spiritual
blessings they are equally rich. The words "we have" occur frequently
in the New Testament-they indicate how many are the privileges of
God's family.

lYe have-

Peace-Romans 5:l
This is the true privilege of the Christian; he has peace with God, a

peace which the world can neither bestow nor withdraw. It is the lack
of this peace which makes thousands unhappy; they have everything,
and yet are not satisfied.

Redemption-Ephesians I :7
We have redemption in Christ but not apart from Him. He paid the

costly price for the redemption of His people. Peter says that we have
been redeemed not with silver and gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ.

Access-Ephesians 2:18
Here is another precious privilege; we have access or liberty of ap-

proach to God. Christ died not simply to open the way, but actually to
introduce us into His presence and favour. The Father delights in His
people; He loves to welcome them and bestow upon them daily bless-
ings. We are invited to come with boldness to His throne of grace.

Praise God for the blessings with which He has enriched His people.
Let us make the most of our great privileges.
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Thirst Quenched
A sermon preached in Trinity Church, Buxton

"Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus being wearied with His journey
sot thus on the well, and it was about the sixth hour." John 4:6

How truly human was our Lord Jesus Christ! That long walk had
brought on fatigue, and notice, He was more weary than the disciples
because they went on into the village to purchase provisions. But there
He was tired and dusty and thirsty. It is interesting to notice that John
in his Gospel is at great pains to stress the divinity of Christ. He tells
us towards the end of his book that the purpose he was writing was
this, "That ye may know that Jesus is the Christ and that believing
you might have life through His Name" but here and there you catch
glimpses of His humanity. Indeed, when he comes to the end of the
prologue of his Gospel he says "And the Word was made flesh and He
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only
Begotten of the Father full of grace and truth."

Here we see another glimpse of the humanity of Christ, that he was
both tired and thirsty. We can only marvel that the Lord of glory
should so enter into human experience that He sits by the well side
weary and He asks for a drink of water. You remember too much later
on and in much more sombre circumstances how He uttered on the
cross the cry "I thirst." But the wonder was this that He would not
work a miracle for His own refreshment. He knew what it was to be
weary and thirsty and exhausted and "He sat thus on the well,"
musing, no doubt, on the beauties of the scenery and recalling the
historic associations of that particular place.

Now few came to the well at that hour of the day but presently the
solitude was broken by a woman of Samaria. She came at an hour
when she would not be observed, when she could escape from the
taunts and sneers of others. Now the scarcity of water made this a
daily pilgrimage to the well to draw sufficient for the household. It
was a work ordinarily done by the womenfolk. Of course, the well
naturally became a meeting place for the community but it was an
extraordinary meeting for that woman that day. Like Rebecca and
Rachel before her she came to draw the water not knowing the events
of that day and their far reaching consequences.

So notice v.10. The Lord speaks to her and He says "Give Me to
drink." He did not wait for the woman to make an approach; He did
not wait for her to speak. He was the first to begin the conversation.
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And here is an indication that grace always takes the first move, "Give

Me to drink." Now surely that was an act of marvellous
condescension. Just think of it, He by Whom all things were made, He
Who created the fountains and the brooks and the rivers asked for a
draught of water, and that from the hand of one of His sinful
creatures, "Give Me to drink" - 4n act of condescension. But notice,
too, it was an act of wisdom. Our Lord did not begin the conversation
on the religious theme. He did not proceed to give a homily. He did not
begin by reproving her sin, but notice He approaches the woman's
mind by the subject of water which was uppermost in her thoughts at
that moment, and, simple as the request was, it opened a door to
spiritual conversation. It threw, if you like, a bridge over the gulf
between them and it led to spiritual conversation; it led to spiritual
enrichment, yes, even to this woman's salvation. Now we should note
our Lord's example, if we want to do good spiritually we must go to
men and women in an attitude of courtesy and friendliness. There is
need for great wisdom. We must study the best avenue of approach.
We must think of the most likely ways of arresting attention. We must
be kind; we must avoid all appearance of superiority' Having
established a bridge-head, He went on to excite her curiosity and to
raise her expectations.

Look at v.13, He said to her, "Whosoever drinks of this water will
thirst again, but whosoever drinks of the water that I give to him shall
never thirst" and immediately her attention was arrested. Of course
she would have thought that this was going to be the greatest of
labour-saving devices. "Give me this water" she says "so that I do not
have to come on this daily chore," but He has something deeper in
mind.

Will you notice too how our Lord (and you cannot help noticing
this when you read through the Gospels) how ready He was to draw
spiritual instruction appropriate to the occasion. For instance, when
He was speaking to the Jews who desired bread from heaven He said
to them quite plainly "I am the Bread of Life. He that comes to Me
shall never hunger and he that believes in Me shall never thirst." And
to the people of Jerusalem at the break of day He speaks of the Light
of the world and says, "I am the Light of the world; He that followeth
Me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life." And to
this woman coming to draw water He speaks of the living water. He
says "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again, but
whosoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst."
There are thousands who today have every temporal good, have
everything that the heart could wish and long for and yet they are
dissatisfied. Riches and rank, learning and amusements are utterly
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unable to satisfy the soul. There is no satisfaction here in the world.
Christ alone can give solid, lasting, enduring happiness. Do you
remember Jeremiah long centuries before, speaking about men who
make to themselves leaky reservoirs only to meet with complete
disillusionment, when they found that these cisterns, these reservoirs
would hold no water. That was very true in this woman's case because
she had drunk deeply at the well of pleasure and self indulgence only
to find that the water was brackish inducing a greater thirst even than
before.

Notice how far our Lord has got with this woman. He has
established a bridge head. He has gained her confidence. He has
aroused her interest but her conscience is not yet reached, and she
seems to have been comparatively unmoved until our Lord exposes
her breach of the seventh commandment. You remember how He said
to her bluntly, "Go, call thy husband" and that must have pierced her
conscience like an arrow, because she was a woman with a bad
reputation. She had gone through five marriages; all of them seem to
have ended on the rocks and marriage had to her become a habit - a
way of life - a matter of convenience and the dreams and the hopes
and aspirations of each marriage had ended in disillusionment, and
after the fifth rnarriage why, she didn't bother even to go through the
formality of a ceremony. She just went to live with the man that she
fancied. Here our Lord read her inmost thoughts and said, "Go, call
your husband," and she said, "Well, I haven't got one." He said,
"You have spoken well, the one you have got is not your husband and
you have had five" and she was convicted now for the first time; she
saw herself as she really was.

Until men and women are brought to feel their sin and to see their
need, no good is ever done to their souls. Souls do not value the gospel
medicine until they feel their disease and men do not see beauty in
Christ as Saviour until they discover that they are lost and ruined and
desperately in need. This woman was awakened; but notice she takes
refuge in religious argument. She raised the question of the
comparative merits of Samaritan and Jewish modes of worshipping
God and she said, "Our fathers worshipped upon this mountain but
you say that Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship" but
the Lord said to her that true and acceptable worship depends not on
the place where it is offered but on the state of the worshipper's heart.
So He went on to enunciate the great principle "God is a Spirit and
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth, for the
Father seeketh such to worship Him." She had to learn as the one in
the Old Testament did, that the heart is the principal thing in our
approach unto God. "Man looketh on the outward appearance, but
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God looketh on the heart." And notice this woman,s reatiness to
quote the Fathers, v.20, "Our fathers worshipped in this mountain,',
and there you have an instructive instance of man's readiness to make
custom and tradition his rule of faith. That is man's resort every time.
But our Lord is keeping her to the point, and notice how He met her in
her deepest need. He discerned her thirst for satisfaction, for
fulfilment in life. Probably she hated herself for the mess she had
made of her life, and here the Lord, having probed the wound is about
to apply the healing balm. Do you remember the lines from the Gospel
hYmn? 

,.Down in the human heart
Crushed by the tempter

Feelings lie buried
That grace can restore."

He was dealing with her and in this skilful confrontation He
revealed to her that He could satisfy her thirst for the better life. He
spoke of giving water that would spring up into eternal life, a spring
perennially fresh, a life that was never stagnant. She said, ,,Sir, give
me this water." And He did and the outcome was this that she became
an enthusiast. She left her waterpots, she rushed to the village and
shared her new faith and said v.29 "Come see a man that told me all
things that ever I did. Is not this the Christ?" He told her openly and
unreservedly that He was the long looked for Messiah, the Saviour of
the world. And it is interesting that nowhere else do we find our Lord
making such a full and complete avowal of His nature and of His
office as He did that day to this woman. "I that speak unto thee', said
He, t 'am He."

What a great chapter is this. There are some remarkable contrasts in
it. He Who gives rest and says "Come unto Me and I will give you
rest" had not where to lay His head, He was weary. He Who was the
Messiah, particularly to the Jews, gives one of His deepest lessons to
the woman of Samaria, and He Who gives living water asks for a
cooling drink of the woman of Samaria. Remarkable contrasts.

So He dealt with her, and it brings this thought before us that
whatever a man's position in life may have been there is hope, there is
remedy for him or her in Christ. The Samaritan woman, the Philippian
jailor, the penitent thief are all patterns of Christ's readiness to show
mercy and to confer full and immediate pardon. Wonderful is the love
of Christ. As Paul says, "It passeth knowledge," and He is as willing
to receive as He is almighty to save.

Notice her request, her prayer if you like. "Sir, give me this water."
I wonder if you have prayed such a prayer as that. "Lord, give me this
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water." If you have, and if you have prayed in faith He will anr*#'
and answer abundantly, and you will be able to say as this woman did,
"Is not this the Christ?" Men have drunk of the earthly wells, wells of
power, of fame, of riches, of ambition and pleasure and they always
return again thirsty. The world does not satisfy.

Horatius Bonar puts his testimony into these words, a hymn we
sometimes sing:- 

,.I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad,

I found in Him a resting place
And He has made me elad.

"I came to Jesus and I drank
Of that lifegiving stream

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived
And now I live in Him."

A wonderful testimony! It is, furthermore the testimony of all who
apply to the Lord Jesus Himself Who so graciously dealt with this
woman and led her step by step into the blessing of salvation.

M.  H.

For Younger Readers
Carine MacKenzie

BREAD

Bread is good for you. The health experts tell us that for healthy living
we need to have a certain amount of fibre in our diet. One of the best
sources of this fibre is bread-especially the wholemeal variety.
Have you ever tried making bread or perhaps watched someone else
making it? It is really quite simple although it does take a bit of time.
The basic ingredients are flour, water and yeast. The yeast is very im-
portant. Without it the bread would not rise. The dough has to be left
standing for some time in order for the yeast to do it's work. It has to
be firmly kneeded to expel any bubbles of air-then baked in a hot
oven.

v
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Whether you bake the bread yourself or buy it from a shop, I am sure
that you enjoy eating it. It tastes good and is nourishing and satisfy-
ing. For centuries bread has been a main part of our diet.
When God's people were travelling through the wilderness to the pro-
mised land of Canaan, they started to complain. They were missing
the bread and other food that they had in plenty in Egypt. "Why has
God brought us out here to die of hunger?", they wondered.
But God made a wonderful provision for them. "I will rain bread
from heaven for you", he said. Every day, except the Sabbath day,
the ground was covered with small white round objects. This 'manna'

had to be gathered each day, just sufficient for each person. There was
plenty for everyone.
When the sun became hot, the manna melted away. What was
gathered had to be used that day; anything that was left overnight
became rotten. Two rations had to be gathered on the sixth day,
enough for eating on the Sabbath day too. This was the bread that the
Lord gave them to eat.
When Elijah was hiding beside the brook Cherith, the Lord provided
Him with bread also. Every morning and every evening, ravens
brought bread and meat to Elijah. The Lord had commanded the
ravens to bring this food for as long as he needed it.
After Jesus was baptised He was led out to the wilderness alone. There
He was tempted by the devil. Jesus had been fasting for forty days and
nights and was feeling very hungry. The devil came to him and said
"If you are the son of God, command these stone to be made bread."
Jesus did not do as the Devil suggested but replied with a quotation
from scripture "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds out of the mouth of God."
Bread is important for our physical wellbeing, but there is something
that is much more important for our eternal wellbeing - the word of
God.
Jesus preached about the manna'that the Jews had eaten in the
wilderness - that was bread from heaven. What we need is the true
bread from heaven. Jesus said "I am the bread of life - he that comes
to me shall never hunger." (John 6.35.) and "He that eats of this
bread shall l ive for ever." (John 6.58.).
Bread is good for our bodies. Jesus, the Bread of life is good for our
bodies and souls. He satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul
with goodness Ps. 107.9.).
In His word he gives us feeding for our soul, without this feeding our
souls become 'unhealthy' and perish. We need this feeding every day
not just now and again. Do you read your Bible and pray every day
just as you take food every day?
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In the communion service the bread is the symbol of the body of the
Lord Jesus and the wine symbolises his blood. This service was started
when Jesus ate the last supper with his deciples before his death. After
He had given thanks He broke the bread and said ,,Take, eat: this is
my body which is broken for you."
The Bread of Life is more vital to us than anything else. As you give
thanks to God for your "daily bread" may you also thank him for his'unspeakable gift', Jesus, the Bread of Life.

QVrz
Find the missing words.

l. The Lord your God ..... shall
(Ex.23.25').

thy bread.

2. The brought him (Elijah) bread and flesh in the
morning. (I Kings. 17.6.)

3. Then Jacob gave
(Gen.25.34.)

bread and pottage of lentils.

4. Then made haste and took two hundred loaves.
(I  Sam.25.18.)

5. Give us this day our bread. (Matt.6.ll.)
6. Ye shall
(Lev. 23.18.)

with the bread, seven lambs.

7. When his disciples were come to the other side, they had
to take bread. (Matt.16.5.)

;' 8. There is a - here, which have five barley loaves.
(John.6.9.)

:.,,9. He dealt to everyone of
bread. (I Chron.l6.3.)

.... to everyone a loaf of

Our did eat manna in the desert. (John.6.3l.)
How many hired servants of my father's have bread

and to spare. (Luke.l5.l7.)

The initial letters of your answers should spell out something con-
nected with the story.

10 .
l l .
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H. SALKELD (Chippenham)

"He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat: and with
honey out of the rock should I have satis.fied thee." Psalm 8l:16

It is noticeable in reading the Holy Scriptures, how frequently the
term "A Rock", and "The Rock", occur.

We read in the book of Numbers how Moses took his rod and
struck a Rock in the Wilderness in the sight of the Israelites, and water
flowed forth.

The Psalmist, recounting this event said:- "He smote the Rock and
the waters gushed out, and ran in the wilderness like a river."

The Apostle Paul, enlarging upon these great things - in a spiritual
sense, wrote:- "for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ." (l Cor.10.4).

In Palestine during Old Testament times it was not unknown for
Honey to be found in holes and fissures of a rock; where bees had
entered and begun to build a honeycomb. Thus it is recorded of
Jonathan, the son of King Saul, that on one occasion, being weary in
pursuing the enemy, and faint for lack of food - he discovered such a
honeycomb in a rock, and drew out some honey on the end of his rod,
and the tasting of this clearly revived him.

Honey which is produced by bees, is understood to be one of the
purest of all foods, and it is no wonder that Jonathan, already
referred to, was revived and strengthened as he tasted the beneficial
honey.

How real this is in the life and experience of the Lord's own dear
people! So often weary and faint in life's journey and as Isaiah says:-
"Tossed with tempests and not comforted", with the world - the
flesh - and the Devil, all conspiring to bring them to a stand, and
they are ready to cry:- "Who is sufficient for these things?"

Then how good to know, and indeed to have to learn afresh that -
"Our sufficiency is of God", and in times of felt need, to stretch out
the hand of faith after Christ - the "Blest Rock of Ages," and out of
His fulness to receive grace and heavenly manna, some vital honey for
the soul.

We are reminded also, that the Rock in the desert out of which the
water flowed, was first struck by Moses - "fis smote the Rock and
the waters gushed out." Thus Isaiah declared concerning the Lord
Jesus Christ - the Rock of our salvation:- "We did esteem him

--t
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stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed."

Thus the bitter pangs He bore and unspeakable sufferings He
endured - become a healing balm to the burdened and heavy laden
sinner and out of the Smitten Rock comes that vital Water of Life -
and some precious sweetness as of honey to satisfy and revive the
fainting soul.

"Jesus heals the brokenhearted
Oh how sweet that sound to me
Once beneath my sin He smarted
Groaned and bled to set me free."

We read in the Book of Judges of an incident in Samson's life, when
he met and engaged a lion in conflict and how he overcame and slew
the beast, leaving it by the wayside as he pursued his way.

On his return journey, he found that bees had swarmed upon the
lion's body, and begun to build a honeycomb within it. Later, he
made a parable of the incident, in words so well known and surely full
of meaning:- "Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong
came forth sweetness". Samson may well have been speaking
prophetically here concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, who, as the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, laid down His precious life on Calvary's cross to
save and redeem His people and bring them to those Heavenly
Mansions.

Thus, out of the Strong, - The Rock of Ages, comes forth the
sweetness of the Everlasting Gospel - His own gracious call of power
and authority:- "Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." And so writes the Apostle Peter:- "To
whom coming as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but
chosen of God, and precious."

"With honey out of the Rock should I have satisfied them." If
honey taken from within a rock possess some unusual and peculiar
benefits, then how much more, and exceedingly so, is this true of that
Great Rock of Ages, the Lord and Sdviour Jesus Christ! The saving
blessings and benefits to poor sinners, arising from His pains -
suffering and death, become as precious honey to the soul, enabling it
to say:

"My Saviour's obedience and death,
Hides all my transgressions from view."

What unspeakable mercy and sweetness for sinners is in this Rock.
Then again, in regard to personal experience, as we travel along life's
journey in "the life that we now live in the flesh;" how often
bitterness and sorrow attend our pathway, as, on the one hand, the
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workings of sin and the plague of our own heart bring us into trouble
and distress.' Added to this, are the trials and numerous
disappointments in life, with crosses and losses attending.

In these circumstances we find a companion in the hymn writer who
wrote:-

"My soul with various tempests tossed,
Her hopes overturned, her projects crossed,
Sees every day new straits attend ie zL,
And wonders where the scene will end."

Yet, it is for such burdened souls that God has provided, and does
provide the precious, life restoring honey in the Rock of Ages - His
own beloved Son.

And when a taste of Divine, pardoning mercy and love are realised
within, as applied by the Holy Spirit - then we can say feelingly:-

"He restoreth my soul".
"He brings a poor vile sinner into His house of
wine."

Thus the sweets of the everlasting Gospel of Christ become as a
taste of pure and life giving honey to the faint and the weary soul.

We read of Jacob in his old age having to suffer numerous trials and
losses in his family - so that he cried out in his anguish:- "Joseph is
not, and Simeon is not, and will ye take Benjamin also, All these
things are against me."

Yet poor, troubled Jacob lived to prove not long after, that this
statement was not true, for he was judging merely by the sight of his
eyes, and those seeming adversities were in fact working together for
his good. How much is to be learnt from this account of Jacob? Do we
not often like him misread and misjudge God's dealing with us?

The hymn writer gives us good counsel when he says:-
"Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,

But trust Him for His grace,
Behind a frowning Providence
He hides a smiling face."

Thus the seeming bitter, under the hand of God, is turned into
sweetness, even the sweetness of honey, which is to be seen by God
given faith - as nothing less than - honey out of the Rock - even
Jesus Christ - the sinner's friend.

203
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ERNEST ROE (1883_1967)

"But Jesus said unto them, They need not depart." Matthew 14:16.

It seems that christ,continued His teaching unto the multitude until
late in the evening and His disciples came to Him saying, ,,This is a
desert place, and the time is now past: send the multitude away, tlat
they may go into the villages, and buy themselves victuals. Bui Jesus
said unto them, They need not depart," as though He should say,"There is no necessity for that; a desert place diminishes not My
power; I can supply a table in the wilderness, I can make a rock give
forth water and the heavens pour down manna; with Me everythint is
possible - "They need not depart." If it is late in the day, past the
usual hour of dining, that makes no difference to Me; I can provide
meals at all hours; with Me there is neither past, present or future; I
can feed them and I will.Therefore, they need not depart. Further, the
number is not too great for Me - what are five thousand and, if,
including women and children, it totals six thousand, what of that? I,
the Creator, who feed all the teeming population of the globe, who
have sustained all as the preserver of men since the day of Adam until
now, am well able to feed five thousand. There are not too many
mouths for Me to feed - "They need not depart" on that account.',
And they did not depart until He had satiated them all and then left
twelve baskets full of fragments - more than when the meal began.

Such is the literal meaning of the text. God still feeds all; the
ungodly are remembered by Him as the God of providence. He is a
kind, liberal God even to His foes. Every person should remember this
important truth - remember his Creator - and thank Him for His
countless mercies to him. I do not think one can err in saying even this
that men should look to God to provide for them, and, as a creature is
necessarily dependent upon his Creator, he should ask for his daily
bread from heaven. The mariners with Jonah in distress called upon
God. These mariners were heathen, yet they called upon God
respecting their trouble. I believe many of God's people can distinctly
remember some things which happened when they were 'heathen' and
under their sorrow they called upon Cod and He heard them. We feel
free to say that this word has a very wide application, "Call upon Me
in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee and thou shalt glorify Me."

I will now look at these words in their bearing upon Gospel matters
for the argument is this: if our blessed Lord was so compassionate, so
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tender to thi'ftultitude (ambhg whtftl-a number had no saving fdlth in
Him but followed Him for the benefit of the loaves and fishes) as to
say "They need not depart" how much more will He be kind, tender
and sympathetic unto those who spiritually hunger after the bread of
lifel "They need not depart."

I shall deal, as helped, with practically every word in this little, but
expressive, text.

"They. " Who? If the Holy Ghost has made some of our number
this evening conscious of their need of Christ, "They need not
depart" from Christ. You need not consider for a moment that He
will have nought to do with you, or that He has no salvation blessing
to bestow upon you. In the Gospel of Luke we are told that He healed
those of the multitude that "had need of healing" and one may say
from that word if the divine Spirit has wounded you, sinner, there is
no need for you to depart from Christ. "I wound and I heal," is His
own word. If His good Spirit has been pleased to reveal to you your
guilt, to lay it upon you so that it has brought you down at His feet,
made you to confess your wrong, given you godly repentance on
account of it, wrought in you a desire to fear His holy Name, to
believe in His dear Son and to love Him with a pure heart fervently,
you "need not depart." The need is a mark of grace, a sign of life, a
fruit of union to the Lord the Lamb. Do not say, ',He has nothing for
me." He has not said so. You should not say what He has not said. He
has never yet said, "I have nought for such."

If next there are those who say they are not fit to come to Him, well,
I would say, "You need not go away from Him, yoa need not
depart." If Christ has a salvation only, if He has a righteousness only,
if He has a sanctification only for a man that is fit for Him, none can
be a partaker of His grace and glory. Fitness, I know, we .ue always
looking for and never finding, and we never shall. Do you say, ,,If I
could but pray, I would come to Him?" You "need not depart" if you
cannot pray. Do you say, "I cannot even repent?" You ,,need not
depart" if even you cannot repent. Do you say, .,I cannot believe?"
You need not, even on that account, depart. Do you say, ,,I cannot
love?" That is no argument, you "need not depart." Do you say, ,.I
have not the faintest reason to believe that I have an interest in His
Person and in His atoning work, I do truly wish I had?" You ,'need
not depart." You and I are much occupied in looking at the marks of
the Spirit's indwelling and saying, "Now, if I had them, I should
consider myself fit for Christ, but I am all unholy, how can an unholy
man come to a holy Christ? I am all unrighteous; how can an
unrighteous man come to a righteous Christ? I am all hate

205
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in my carnal mind, how can I come to a Christ of love?', Well, when
will we learn this that faith, prayer, repentance, love, humility and all
the rest of the graces and fruits of the Spirits are the result, not the
cause of salvation?" A sinner lacking these things, but sensible of his
lack, must not argue that therefore he must not come to Christ; such"need not depart."

Next, no matter if you have all manner of diseases about you, you
"need not depart." Are you diseased in the eye? You ',need not
depart" from the Light of Life. Are you diseased in the mind? you
"need not depart" from infinite wisdom. Are you diseased in your
heart? You "need not depart" from the God of Love. Are you
diseased in your feet? You "need not depart" from a holy, upright
and righteous God. Is your disease pressing you down? Is the disease
of sin heavily weighing upon you and making you say, "I shall perish;
I shall never recover; I shall never be healed of these fearful
maladies?" Well, you would never be healed if you were to depart
from Christ. Listen to this, "Who healeth all thy diseases." "I am the
Lord that healeth thee." Are your diseases of long standing? Do they
disturb your peace, bar you at the throne ofgrace, disturb the reading
of God's holy Word and in every way seem to mar that inward
comfort that otherwise you judge you would possess? Even if all these
things are true, diseased sinner, you "need not depart."

help? You are beyond the reach of man's assistance. even as these
Then again, Eue you of that number to whom man can render noof

the

I
i.

people were. Andrew may say, "There is a lad here which hath five
barley loaves and two small fishes: but what are they among so
many?" He is perfectly correct. Man could not make five barley
loaves and two small fishes sufficient so that five thousand should
have a good meal, and neither can any give you spiritual help.
You may rest upon godly friends for a time, but you will see dead flies
in the pots of ointment that will make you turn away from them and
look to the Lord alone. Godly ministers you may love for their works'
sake and right you should but you may attach too much to them, but
when we have been brought by the Spirit to fall down with labour and
have none to help us and say in the bitterness of our heart, ,,No man
careth for my soul," we are wrong. We ,,need not depart', though it
be a case like that. Here is one who can do it. If the Holy Ghosihas
made any person sick of sin, sick of self, sick of the world, if He has
been the illuminator and illuminated his understanding, his Revealer
and revealed to him his plague, if He has given to him any measure of
godly sorrow for sin and hatred toward it, however depressed,
however heavily laden, however burdened, however exercised,
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however tempted, however he may be on the border line of'despair, he
"need not depart,"

Next this word, "need. "They neednot depart. "They need not as it
relates to themselves, and they need not as it relates to God.

First, there is no need in the sinner's self, as take the following
particulars. Who has commanded you to depart? Has Satan? Has
Satan said to you, Give it up; do not pray any more; do not read His
Book any more; do not go and hear the Gospel preached any more; do
not go into that quiet corner to pour out a secret speech before God
any more. He does not want you?" Has the devil commanded you
thus to think? And who is the devil? What has he to do with it? Who
has commissioned him to bid a poor, perishing, sensible sinner to
depart from Christ? Pay no heed to him. He is a liar and the father of
lies from the very beginning. There is no reason in you, your sickness,
your badness, your defilements, your backslidings, whatever they be,
thou mayest in point of principle as well as of fact be a Magdalene out
and out but that does not make a substantial reason why you should
depart.

There is no reason in God why you should depart. Has the Father
aught against such a people? I read this where our blessed Saviour
said, "Even the Father Himself loveth you." Then, if the Father's
heart of affection is toward this castaway, this shepherdless soul, there
is no reason why he should depart, but a great reason why he should
come to Christ. The Father has proved His love toward you in the gift
of His Son, in the gift of the Holy Ghost in His regenerating work in
your heart by which you have been made sensible of your need of
Him. Is the Holy Ghost inadequate? Can it be that I should depart
because the Holy Ghost cannot help me? If the Holy Ghost cannot
help me I must be lost, but the Holy Ghost, "Behold, He taketh up the
isles as a very little thing" as the 4fth Isaiah declares. The Holy Ghost
is capable of curbing your lusts, of subduing your wretched nature, of
softening your heart, of revealing Christ, of testifying to your Spirit of
your adoption, of leading you into Gospel liberty, you "need not
depart." Is He unwilling? No, see whether He is unwilling. Who made
you see your need? Who made you pray? Who made you repent? Who
made you hate sin? Who gave you a heart after Christ? Who made
you thirst for holy and godly living and for close conformity to Christ
in His ordinances and precepts? The Holy Ghost. Then He has proved

that He is willing to save you.
If the Father and the Holy Ghost have no reason why you should

depart, what about the Son of God Himself who expressly says,
"They need not depart?"'He said in another place "I am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I
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am come not to destroy men's lives but to save them." Bless His Holy
Name, He says, "I am come, not to be a Friend of good people, but to
be a Friend of publicans and sinners. Of Me it is said, 'This Man
receiveth sinners."'

What do you think of Him now? The Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost have nothing against you. "They need not depart."

Again, is not lhe atonement deep enough, high enough, long
enough, broad enough? Is there any sin for which the atonement is not
equal? Can you name it? Is yours a desperate case? We know it is. Is
there a case that is not desperate? But, if the Holy Ghost has
enlightened us, taught us our sinnership and made us to hate our sin,
then, in such cases, we are justified in looking at the testimony of God
about the atonement, and see in that testimony that it is as long, as
high, as broad and as deep as ever the poor sinner's need can be and
more so.It has gone to the fullest limit of the law - indeed it has.
Look Who rendered the obedience, not a creature, but the God-Man,
the Law-Maker, the Law-giver. He fulfilled the law, hence, the law is
"magnified and made honourable." It receives eternal honour by the
Person who made the atonement. While the atonement is an
atonement made for all the sins of all the elect of God, "They need
not depart."

Next, are the promises insufficient? God has made some "exceeding
great and precious promises". Here is one and a beautiful one too,
"All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me: and him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out." That is a lovely word; that is a
promise that is capable of meeting every sinner's need who is aware of
his state before God. "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life
freely." That is a text which has been misinterpreted, but yet how
sharply discriminating and how beautifully encouraging it is, to be
sure! Have you a will to be saved? Have you a willto come? Has God
done for any of you what we read in one of the prophets that "I have
bent Judah for Me?" Has He taken hold of your will and made you
gladly, cheerfully willing to be saved in f/is way? Then that text is
yours, I cannot give you the sweetness of it, but can bear testimony to
the truth of it, "Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."
It is an oriental way of speaking for the reception of the doctrines and
of the blessings that Christ has to give. The promises are cheering
enough! The Lord help you to plead on the ground of the promises,
and "God is faithful that promised." He will not lie. "In hope of
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began." On the ground of the promises, "They need not depart."

Once more, what about the invitations? Are not they characterised
by wonderful liberality, the liberality of the grace of the Trinity? They
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are. What of that beautiful invitation in Matthew 11. "Come unto
Me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"?
Also that in the 7th John, '!In the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, "If any man thirst, let him come unto
Me and drink?" Does that look like they need depart? It is our
unbelief - terrible sin ! I wish I could cudgel it out of existence in my
own heart. I say it solemnly, deliberately, fully aware of what some
may say, but I say it notwithstanding that, having regard to the
atonement of the Son of God and the gracious promises and
invitations of His own divine, infallible Word, there is not a man,
there is not a woman under the canopy of heaven who, if brought by
the Holy Ghost to be made willing, to be humbled, to be brought to
repentance, to be brought to a lively and continual need of Christ,
needs depart from Christ. Everything is free and they are cheerfully
welcome as we read in Luke 9:ll that "He received them" which
word means cheerfully, willingly, with His whole heart. Some of us
can say, "This is what He has done for us." Can you say that He has
received you cheerfully? We have received Him, perhaps not quite as
cheerfully because our heart has no comparison with His, but we have
received Him cheerfully and willingly through mighty grace.

Now, finally, "They need not depart". "To Whom shall we go?
Thou hast the words of eternal life," said Peter. He had the right
feeling.

"They need not depart" from Me for food. That is the primary
meaning and, spiritually, it will hold good. If my soul is starving there
is no need for me to depart on that account. I speak of literal things. If
a man is starving and stays away from a well-loaded table, he has but
himself to thank for his starvation. I speak spiritually; if my soul
neglects Christ (as it too often does) if I am slow in calling upon His
holy Name (as I am); if I have an averseness to prayer (which I am
sorry to say is true) then, speaking for myself, I know the cause of rny
poverty of soul and say, "This I have procured unto myself."
Starving soul, brother to the prodigal lad, here is bread enough and to
spare, you need not depart from a full-hearted, open-handed Christ.
When the feeder of the swine came to himself by his felt want, he said,
"I will go home" (the best words he had said for many a long day)
"I will go home to a good father, to good bread and plenty of it; if he
will but have me as an hired servant, I will be thankful. I will go home
and see what comes of it. I will go as I am, unfitted, unworthy,
daubed up with the mire of my late living", and so he came. He found
his father had a better heart than he had supposed. While yet a long
way off the father saw him, ran to him, embraced him, gave him a
right royal reception. This is a picture of the heart of the Father
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through the atonement of His son towards His hungry, penitenr,
returning people.
"T!.I. need not depart" from Me if they seek true pleasure. The
worldling has his pleasures (pleasures of sin to end in bitterness) and
the child of God has his pleasures also. 'Tis true, at times, they are
very miserable respecting, their sinful heart, but there are comforting
times (as Bunyan terms them) when they can say:"Though our cup seems filled with gall,

There's something secret sweetens all."
A word at the throne of grace, a cheerful look, a smile from christ,

a kind intimation of His mercy, such things are the pleasures now
enjoyed, but what are the pleasures reservid at His iigtrt trana -
pleasures for evermore! You "need not depart." There is everything
in Him - pardon, righteousness, sanctification, support for thl day,
grace to live, grace to die - all is in Him. crooks in the lot He can
either straighten out or give us grace to bear; nothing for the body or
home or the life that now is and nothing for the life yet to come, but
what Christ has it to give freely to every one who ,,cometh unto Me',.
His mediatorial wealth, be it remembered, is not for Himself; He
needs none of this wealth of blessings; they are all given Him ai the
Mediator to give the children of His Father's love and choice.

I do not wonder at His Name being Wonderful - He is just
wonderful in everything - and most wonderful when He says io a
sinner near despair, "You need not depart.,'

When He has all His children at the threshold of heaven - as He
will - they, who often during their life feared He would then say,"Depart from Me, I never knew you" will realise how wonderful His
appearance will be to their wondering eyes and hearts as they hear
Him say, "You need not depart."

God shall alone the Refuge be
W. J. SEATON (Inverness)

r. There a.re. two features of God's character that we ever need to rely
on and rejoice in. one is His infinite wisdom; the other is His absolute
goodness. Nowhere does that sentiment find better expression than in
the words of Samuel Medley's hymn -

l.



I  . _ ' - -

The Gospel Magazine 211

-i" r-:-, "God shall alone the refuge b€,..:.r - - r.' - rt .,:1
And comfort of my mind; u;:

Too wise to be mistaken He, -; rcl
Too good to be unkind."

What the old hymn-writer is simply saying is that our God is far too
wise to make mistakes when it comes to the way that He leads us and
guides us through this world, and that He is too good not to make all
things work together for our ultimate well-being and blessedness.

The sentiment, of course, reaches right to the heart of what might
be called experimental belief in the truth of God's sovereign will and
ways; and it is the real touchstone for a person's belief in that great
truth. Although the teachings of God's grace should be formulated in
the minds of God's people, they must also be felt in their hearts, and
applied in the everyday workings of their Christian experience.
Nothing will better enable us to apply that truth day by day than the
continual remembrance that God is "too wise" to be mistaken, and
"too good" to be unkind. As the hymn goes on to say -

"In all His holy, sovereign will,
He is, I daily find,

Too wise to be mistaken still,
Too good to be unkind."

The reliance on God's "holy, sovereign will" is a daily exercise, and
the assurance that our God is an all-wise, and an all-good, God, will
cause us to gladly rely on, and rejoice in, His will for our lives.

When Samuel Medley actually penned the words of his hymn he was
in great need of holding tight to the sentiments of it. His baby
daughter had been placed in her bassinet (pram) outside their home.
The house sat on a steep hillside, and although the pram had been
secured, in some way it broke loose and ran down the hill. The young
child was thrown from the pram and died instantly. Both Samuel
Medley and his wife had great need of the truth that the sovereign will
of God is the will of a Sovereign who is infinite in wisdom, and who
alone knows the end from the beginning.

"What though I can't His doings see,
Nor all His footsteps find -
Too wise to be mistaken He,

Too good to be unkind."
Not an easy lesson to learn, and yet, at the same time, the one true

source of all spiritual peace and calm in the midst of a world where we
are faced with ever-changing circumstances.

Perhaps the sentiments of some of the other hymns of Samuel
Medley help us to see what complemented his trust in the absoluteness
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of God's perfect will. For exarnple, the th'eiffi*o? tnanryi'ffitiifrtat
occurs often in the course of his writing - and especially thankfulness
for God's saving grace in his life.

"Awake! my soul, in joyful lays,
And sing thy great Redeemer's praise;
He justly claims a song from thee - ::!:
His loving kindness, oh, how free!', , ':J-

'' 
The aworeness, also, with Job, that he worshipped a Saviour who is

alive for evermore.
"'I know that my Redeemer lives' -

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead,

And reigns, my ever-living Head."
The advice of the closing verse of another hymn might serve us all

well.
"Bless Him, my soul, from day to day;

Trust Him, to lead thee on the way:
Give Him thy poor, weak, sinful heart,
With Him, oh, never, never part!"

As the inspired Apostle Peter directs us, by the Holy Spirit of God,"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you." It will serve
the cause of our stability and peace greatly for us to ever realise that
our life and breath is not only in the hands of God, but in the hands of
a "good" God, and an all-wise God to our souls. ,,What I do, thou
knowest not now," said the Saviour, ,.but thou shalt know
hereafter." God give us grace to rely on that, and rejoice in that.

God shall alone the refuge be,
And comfort of my mind;

Too wise to be mistaken He,
Too good to be unkind.

, l ; - - l

In all His holy, sovereign will,
He is, I daiiy find,

Too wise to be mistaken still,
Too good to be unkind.

3it1"i 3fle ?r..

When sore afflictions on me lie,
He is (though I am blind)

Too wise to bi mistak.n, y.u,
Too good to be unkind.
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What though I can't His doings see-
Nor all His footsteps find -

Too wise to be mistaken He,
Too good to be unkind.

Hereafter He will make me know,
And I shall surely find,

He was too wise to err, and oh!
Too good to be unkind.

213
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Samuel Medley
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2.

The Christian's Inheritance
in Christ

An Incomparable Love.
"the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge" Ephesians 3:19

An Unutterable Gift
"thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift" 2 Cor. 9:15
"His only begotten Son" John 3:16

An Invaluable Weapon
"the Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper than any
two edged sword" Hebrews 4:12

An Infallible Guide
"howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth is come He will guide you
into all truth" John 16:13

An Inexhaustible Wealth.
"my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus" Philippians 4:19

An Inpenetrable Armour
"wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God... the shield
of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts
of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit" Ephesians 6:13, 16,17.

3 .
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The Golden Passional
A. V. McCANDLISH

The rejection of the Servant of the Lord. Isaiah 53; 1-3.

1. The few who believe. vl.
"Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the

Lord revealed?"
The message of the Servant was given, the Messiah is here, He has

come to set up His kingdom; but, ,,He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not." For the most part He was rejected, and very
few comparatively believed on Him. It was our Lord Himself who
described believers as a little flock. At the beginning of His ministry
we read, "many believed in His name, when they saw the miraclel
which He did. But Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, because
He knew all men, and needed not that any should testify of man: for
He knew what was in man." Jn.2;23-25. Again in Jn.7;5,,Neither did
His brethren believe in Him", and again, ,,From that time many of
His disciples went back, and walked no more with Him." Jn.6:66. We
note how the very people who cried out, ,,Blessed be the king that
cometh in the name of the Lord," cried out before pilate, ,,Away with
Him, away with Him, crucify Him." Jn.l9;15. Later, when the
disciples began to proclaim that Jesus was risen from the dead; and
were able to point to the empty tomb as proof of the truth of their
message; when they performed miracles in His name, and even raised
some from the dead; what was the response? you say many believed,
there were three thousand on the day of pentecost: but this was only a
very small part of the number of the Jews who would be in Jerusalem
at that time. The priests and the rulers, and the majority of the people
did not believe. only those to whom the arm of the Lord was reveaied
believed. The arm of the Lord is the figure used to indicate the power
of God. We see it in the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. He wis the
principal leader of those who actively opposed the disciples, he
refused to believe, and led the persecution against those who dia. rte
went to Damascus to persecute the christians there, the arm of the
Lord was stretched out, and Saul was hurled to the ground. He was
confronted by the risen Christ Himself, and heard Him say, ,,Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" Only then did he believe. When Saul
testified to the people of Damascus, there were very few who believed
on the Lord. The majority sought to put him to death; so that the
christians there sent saul away by night. on his return to Jerusalem,

l ' .
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he bori testimony to those who had U*hi tris friends. rney &jita d#
the change in him; but far from believing on Jesus, they plotted to kill
him, and the brethren sent him away. As we read the book of the Acts,
we are thrilled to learn how Paul and his companions travelled
extensively, and wherever they went, men and women believed on the
Lord, and churches were formed. Again we need to remember that the
number of those who believed were very small when compared with
those who refused. In Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Coiinth, and
Ephesus; Paul and his companions were persecuted. It was only those
who were moved by the arm of the Lord who believed. He it was who
opened their eyes to see their own sinful state, and the Lord Jesus as
their Saviour, and Lord. Paul wrote," The natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him,
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." I
Cor. 2;14. The same is true today, we need the arm of the Lord to be
put forth upon men; only then will they believe.

2. The Servant of the Lord was not desired by men.
"For He shall grow up before him as a tender plant, ond as o root

out of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we
shall see Him, there is no beauty, that we should desire Him."

A tender plant; the idea is of a feeble shoot, struggling to grow in a
barren soil. Now this is not what Jesus was: but how men regarded
Him, when He came as the Servant of the Lord. There is a great
difference between this verse, and Isa ll;1. ,,There shall grow up a
rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. " Here the idea is of a strong, vigorous branch coming forth out
of the family of David, the warrior king of Israel. This is the prophecy
dealing with the coming of Christ to rule on the throne of lavid. This
is what the Jews looked for; a strong king, who would subdue His
enemies, and reign as king in Jerusalem. It will be fulfilled when
Christ comes again in power to reign as king on the throne of David.
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem. He came to save sinners. He was
born in poverty, and obscurity; born in a stable, and of a lowly
mother from despised Nazareth. There was the flight into Egypt, the
years in Nazareth at the carpenter's bench. When He came before the
public eye, it was not as a soldier, but as a preacher. He was not
trained in the schools of the scribes, and pharisees, and was not
accepted by them. He taught men things they did not want to accepr;
to put God first, and others next, to be meek, and gentle, to forgive
those who do us an injury, and to return good for evil. When He was.
delivered up to His enemies, He did not resist; but allowed them to
crucify Him. Men looked on His love, and meekness, and thought it
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was weakness. They thought of Jesus as a feeble plant, struggling to
live in a barren soil. They saw no beauty in Him, nothing to attract
them. They admire the one who never lets anyone take advantage of
him; one who if he is struck, will always hit back harder than those
who attack him. Now we can see why it was written of Christ, "He
hath no form, nor comeliness, and when we shall see Him there is no
beauty that we should desire Him". This was why they turned away,
and refused to believe on Him, and commit their lives to Him. This is
still true of men and women; by nature they want a god who will save
them from suffering, and from those who would take advantage of
them. They want one who will make them happy, and give them the
things that they want, and never allow anything to come into their
lives which is unpleasant.

3. The Servant of the Lord was despised and rejected,
"He is despised ond rejected of men; o man of sorrows ond

ocquainted with grief; and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He
wos despised, and we esteemed Him not," v.3.

(a) We have here a positive enmity and aversion toward the Servant
of the Lord. In Matt. l2;9, we read how Jesus went into a synagogue
on the sabbath day. There was a man present who had a withered
hand, and they asked Jesus, "Is is lawful to heal on the sabbath"?
Jesus asked them, "What man shall there be among you, that shall
have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will not lay
hold on it, and lift it out? How much then is a man better than a
sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do good on the sabbath days." When
Jesus healed the man, the Pharisees went out and held a council how
they might destroy Him. We read in Matt.26;67 "Then did they spit
in His face, and buffeted Him, and others smote Him with the palms
of their hands." When He was crucified, "They that passed by reviled
Him, wagging their heads, and saying, Thou that destroyest the
temple and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of
God, come down from the cross. Like-wise also the chief priests
mocking Him, with the scribes and elders said, He saved others;
Himself He cannot save. If He be the king of Israel, let Him now come
down from the cross, and we will believe Him." Matt. 27:39-42"Rejected of men" conveys the idea of not having among His
followers men of rank, or position: hence when Paul spoke to Agrippa
of the well known fact of the resurrection, and called, "King
Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest."
He replied; and we might detect a sneer, "Almost thou persuadest me
to be a Christian." The criticism of the earlv church was that it was
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the religion of slaves. Paul wrote, "Not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble are called: but God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world to confound the wise - and things which
are despised hath God chosen - that no flesh should glory in His
presence." I Cor. l;26-29.

(b) The Servant of the Lord is described as a ..Man of sorrows. and
acquainted with grief." It takes more than a few sorrows to make a
man of sorrows. His life was full of sorrows, and grief was His
constant companion. What were those sorrows? They were our
griefs, and our sorrows. v.4. He saw all these that were brbught about
by sin, and He was moved with compassion. We read, .,Himself took
our infirmities, and bore our sorrows." Matt. 8;17. He felt them all
keenly, and really made them His own; and yet I do not believe that
He went about weeping and mourning. He was there to comfort those
who mourned, and to lift them up. He was anointed with the oil of
gladness above His fellows.

(c) "We hid as it were our faces from Him, He was despised, and we
esteemed Him not." This was how men treated the Servant of the
Lord. As men hid their faces, and put a covering over their eyes when
a leper approached, lest they should look upon one so abhorient, and
accursed of God: so men regarded Jesus as a leper. He claimed to be
the Son of God, and He demanded that men should obey the law of
God, as their fathers had promised at Sinai. He went on to show them
how it was summed up in the command to love God with all the heart,
and to love others as themselves: and how they had failed. He called
on them to confess their failure, so that they could be saved, and given
the power to do it. Instead they rebelled against Him; they rej-cted
His claim to be the Son of God, and called Him a blasphemei, and
therefore accursed of God. He was despised, and rejected of men.
From this passage we learn (a) that men will only believe on, and
receive the Lord Jesus as Saviour when the arm of the Lord is put
forth to draw them to Him. (b) How accurate was this propheiy,
written about 700 B.C. Truly it is proved to be the word of God, who
knows the end from the beginning.

T
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Lutterworth "i*e 'r"sI

During our little holiday after Easter we had the opportunity of
visiting Lutterworth church in Leicestershire. It was interesting to us
on two accounts, as the scene of the labours of John Wvclif and
Henry Ryder.

John Wyclif was appointed to Lutterworth in April 1375, and is
known as "the morning star of the Reformation". He was the
forerunner of the Protestant Reformation in England and to him,
according to Bishop Ryle, "England owes agreat debt',.

He was a man of rare gifts and graces, and did agreat work in a,
very dark day. Preaching as such had virtually disappeared and the i
vast majority of our countrymen knew little of the Gospel. To remedy .
this he sent out his 'poor priests' around the countrysidi to preach thl
good news of Christ.

wyclif had the distinction of being the first Englishman to translate :
the Bible into the English language, thus enabling it to be understood
by the people. This must have been an enormous task in itself. It was
long before the invention of printing, so all the copies had to be'
laboriously written by hand.

.In Lutterworth Church there is a large memorial to him giving an
account of his labours. It records how his work drew on him ..the ,
bitter hatred of all who were making merchandise of the popular
credulity and ignorance... His mortal remains were interreo niai ttris
spot, but they were not allowed to rest in peace. After the lapse of ,.
many years, his bones were dragged from the grave and consigned to
the flames, and his ashes were cast into the waters of the adjoining
streamt'.

Henry Ryder, D.D. was rector of Lutterworth 180l-1814 and there .
is a memorial to him near the pulpit. In his early days at Lutterworth
he was a typical country parson of the period and much opposed to
evangelical teaching. He twice attacked publicly the views of Thomas .
Robinson, the leading evangelical in the diocese.

Later, he was led to adopt the views he had so vigorously opposed,
and Lutterworth pulpit once again rang with the doctrines of John
Wyclif. Henry Ryder was the first of the evangelicals to be made a
bishop. His appointment was strongly contested by the archbishop of
the day. The Dean and Chapter of Coventry tried to exclude him from
the cathedral pulpit. Such was his gracious tact and humility that he
not only weathered the storm, but also won over many of his
opponents. He was translated to Lichfield and died in 1838 aged 5g
years. L U
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Memoir of the
,r'!-f

Rev. Charles Rolfe
.  a ' " '  :7

Letter from Bishop Ryder, of Lichfietd and Coventry, to Mr. Rolfe
before Ordinotion.

Sir, - As you are about to present yourself to me, as a candidate
for Deacon's Orders, and if ordained to officiate as such in my
Diocese, I trust that you will do me the favour to accept the treatise
and the essay which accompany this letter.

Both, you will observe, have had, previous to mine, an episcopal
sanction. The former contains in my estimation (allowing for the
change of times, and possibly for some questionable opinions upon
subjects of minor importance) a generally faithful and forcible
statement of the motives which should chiefly influence the mind of a
candidate for Orders in our Apostolical Church, of the character,
which, when admitted, he should seek to maintain, and of the duties
which he should desire, under Divine Grace, to fulfil. The latter seems
to supply (what was in some degree deficient in the former) a full and
precise view of the main subjects of preaching, viz., Faith in Christ as
the essential principle, and a holy heart and life, as its indispensable
fruit and evidence. I will entreat you to read them both with serious
thought and prayer, during the period which will elapse before I see
you, and to consider them as representing the qualifications, which,
according to the measure of human infirmity, I would hope to find in
you. Above all I would earnestly desire you to bear in mind that the
Great Head of the Church, to whose service you profess a wish in a
peculiar manner to devote yourself, and to whom your very inmost
heart is open, expects such a servant as is there described, with views
and designs thus modelled, with pursuits and hopes thus directed. If
conscious to himself that he is wholly destitute of any such spirit, a
candidate had better withdraw for the time, and seek and pray for a
more suitable disposition. I would willingly hope that your mindhas
been for some time disposed and engaged conformably to the
Ordination Service, and that yotJ, at least, may not need these
suggestions. You will, however, excuse my anxious wish to discharge
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my own conscience, and to enable you in some measure to anticipate
the expectations with which you will be received. With sincere desire
for the success of your preparation,

I remain, sir, your very faithful humble s€rvant, g"

May 24th, 1825 H. LICH. & COV.

F'

Taken from "Memorials of Rev. Charles Rolfe, B.A." by the
Rev Edward Wilkinson, M.A. Ph.D., (Rector of Snargate, Kent).

Mr. Rolfe was Rector of Shadoxhurst and Orlestone, Kent for 39 '
years. Born in 1802, he died in 1877 full of years and loved of the
godly. Little known among the religious world but known for his
spirituality, heavenly-mindedness and simplicity of life, among the
godly. When at Oxford he contested for a fellowship which J. C.
Philpot obtained. The latter later resigned it to become a Strict Baptist
minister. Mr. Rolfe preserved two of the questions the bishop asked '
him and his replies:
l. "Mention some cautions with regard to recreations"

"All recreations, however plausible soever, which tend to indispose
the soul for communion with God, should be avoided. A minister's '
chief and indeed his only recreation, should be reading, meditation,
prayer and Christian conversation"

2. "ln faithful discharge of our duties, what treatment must be '

expected from the world?" t
"We must expect opposition and reproach, at the same time we "
should be cautious to avoid all needless offence".
Mr. Rolfe was an ardent lover of the doctrines of grace. "The :

blessed truths revealed by the Spirit to Mr. Rolfe were his comfort
through life and gave him perfect peace in death" (p.7) He daily read
the Scriptures in Hebrew and Greek as well as in various translations. :

No doubt some qualifications are demanded of would-be ministers
in the Church of England today but we heard in 1986 that one such :
man was refused ordination because he believed in the Divine
inspiration of Holy Scripture! What hope can there be for the future? l

D .  C.  R.
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"My God is Jeh6ffEiftrr"u"'+'
(The first in a series of articles on Elijah)

W. J. McDOWELL (Belfast)

Elijah, the prophet, comes suddenly into the Biblical narrative. As
Bishop Hall expresses it: "He comes in like a tempest, who went out in
a whirlwind". To quote J. G. Aalders: ,,Little is said about his
background, other than that he was a Tishbite; that is, that he came
from Tishbe in Gilead (l Kings l7:l). The name of his father is not
mentioned, though this is usually done with important persons,
such as the prophets. Suddenly, without any introduction, or further
description, Elijah appears on the scene, and plays a most significant
role, related at length in I Kings 17-19" .

The prophet appeared in DARK DAYS. In the period from
Jeroboam's rebellion until the coming of Elijah (approximately 60
years) 6 Kings had reigned over Israel, the northern kingdom. Two
had been murdered; one had committed suicide. Then after these
years of bloodshed and strife, Ahab became king, who "did evil in the
sight of the Lord above all that were before him" (l Kings l6:30). He
married Jezebel, "the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Zidonians." She
is described in Halley's Bible Handbook as "an imperious,
unscrupulous, vindictive, determined, devilish woman, who seems to
have been a demon incarnate".

During the reign of Ahab and Jezebel many in Israel turned from
the Lord and worshipped the idols Baal and Asherah. Only a few
remained loyal to Jehovah, and they were hunted and sometimes
murdered. Obadiah rescued 100 prophets of the Lord (l Kings l8:4),
how many had been killed?

The days were dark for God's people. Wickedness reigned in the
royal palace. The majority of the people wavered between two
opinions: Was the Lord the true God, or, was Baal? How often has
the church of God lived through similar conditions when His cause
has seemed lost, and His enemies appear to have taken control.

But even in those dark days there were GLEAMS OF LIGHT. The
thinking Christian is, at the same time, a great pessimist and a great
optimist. He is grieved at the progress of evil, the triumph of the
wicked, and the compromising attitudes of some of God's people. But
no matter how dark the days the Christian can look up to his reigning
Saviour, and forward to His glorious return.

But even in difficult days there are gleams of light as there were in
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Elijah's time. The advent of the propher was itself a divine -.rcy.fre
was a man sent from God. The presence of Christians, and of
christian preachers in any country is a mark of God's favour. when
Elisha saw Elijah going up into heaven by a whirlwind he cried ,,the
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof" (2 Kings 2:12). ,,The
public had lost its best guard", says M. Henry. ,,His departure was
like the routing of an army, an irreparable losi. 'Better have lost all
our men of war than this man of GOD"'.

Elijah was most likely born during the 60 years of Israel's spiritual
declension. His unnamed parents evidently belonged to thi small
remnant of godly men and women. They named their child ,,Elijah",
which means "My God is Jehovah',. What a mockery his name would
have been if he had followed Baal! Surely his parents named him in
faith, and their faith was vindicated.

There are still godly parents, who in prayerful expectation give their
children to the Lord, and they too have seen their fiittr honoured. The
wide-spread preaching of the gospel is obligatory, but the unheralded
work for christ in christian homes also bears fruit. such results are
tokens of God's favour. If there were no converts anywhere in the
world for, say, 40 years, the Christian Church would perish. Every
generation must see young people brought to Christ, and this happens
often through Christian homes. Such homes are tokens of God's
favour to a nation. May they multiply!

ENCOURAGEMENT. We are inclined to regard the holy men of
former times as super saints, with halos around their heads. But James
assures us that Elijah "was a man just like us" (James 5:17). This
prophet was true to his name - dedicated to the living God, but for a
time he was captured by Giant Despair, and shut up in Doubting
Castle. He, who could stand alone on Mount Carmel and defy
thousands, ran away at top speed when Jezebel threatened him (l
Kings 19:2-3). The wonder is that such a man prayed, and the Lord
abundantly answered his prayers (James: 5:17-18).

John Calvin remarks: "We profit less by the example of saints,
because we imagine them to have been half-gods or heroes, who had
peculiar intercourse with God; so that because they were heard, we
receive no confidence. In order to shake off this heathen and profane
superstition, James reminds us that the saints ought to be considered
as having the infirmity of the flesh; so that we may learn to ascribe
what they obtained from the Lord, not to their merits, but to the
efficacy of prayer".

We should remember the Lord is "good, and ready to forgive; and
plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon him". ,,Good at
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giving and forgiving" comments C. H. Spurgeon. ,,His goodness
flows forth in abounding streams towardJ those who pra! and in
adoring worship make mention of his name".

The Refiner's Fire
"For He i-s like a refiner's fire: And He sholl purify the sons of Levi,

and purge them as gold and silver, that they iay offer unto tie Lord
an offering in righteousness."

Malachi 3:2 & 3.

A few ladies in Dublin were reading the abovb passage, when one of
the ladies gave it as her opinion that the fuller's roap aia'tn. refiner of
silver were only the same image, intended to convey the same view of
the sanctifying influences of the grace of Christ."No," said another, ',they are not just the same image; there is
something remarkable in the expression in the third verse, ,fte shall sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver." They all said that possibly it might
be so. This lady was going into the town and she promiied to sle a silver
rTith, and report to them what he said on t-he subject. She wenr,
without telling him the object of her errand, and begged to know the
!Igce!! of refining silver, which he fully described to her. ,.But, do you
SIT, Sir," said she, "while you are refining?" ,,Oh, yes, Madam, I
must sit-with my eyes steadily fixed on the furnace," he iepiied, ,,since,
if the silver remain too long, it is sure to be injured." sh; at once saw
the beauty and the comfort too of the expresiion, "He shall sIT as a
refiner and purifier of silver."

christ sees it needful to put His children into the furnace, but He is
seated by the side of it. His eye is steadily intent on the work of
purifying and His wisdom and His love are boih engaged to do all in the
best manner for them.

The lady was returning to tell her friends what she had heard; just as
she turned from the shop door the silversmith cailed her back and said
that he had forgotten to mention one thing and that was that he only
knew that the process of purifying was complet e by seeing his own
image in the silver.

when christ sees His image in His people His work of purifying is
accomplished.

From 'The Bible Explainer' W. Nicholson
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.'" Salfl[el Rutherfoid 
privkg

Samuel Rutherford, the author of the famous 'Letters' was born at
the village of Nisbet in Roxburghshire in 1600, seven years after the
birth of George Herbert and eight before that of John Milton, and
was contemporary with Shakespeare. He was educated at Jedburgh
and entered Edinburgh University in 1617. There he took his degree of
Master of Arts in 1621, and obtained the appointment of Professor of
Humanity soon after. Little is known of him till, at the age of
twenty seven, he became minister of the small parish of Anwoth on the
Solway. Here he laboured diligently for nine years, among a poor and
ignorant people, "the whole country coming to him and accounting
themselves as his particular flock." A contemporary minister said of
him, "He seemed to be always praying, always preaching, always
visiting the sick, always catechising, always writing and studying. He
had two quick eyes, and when he walked it was observed that he held
'aye his face upward.' He had a strange utterance in the pulpit - a
kind of 'skreigh' that I never heard the like. Many times I thought he
would have flown out of the pulpit when he came to speak of Jesus
Christ. He was never in his right element, but when he was
commending Him."

The oft-told story of the visit paid him by Archbishop Usher
belongs to this period of his life.

The Archbishop, when passing through Galloway, was anxious to
meet with Rutherford, of whose piety he heard much, and better to
accomplish his purpose, he appeared at the manse on a Saturday
evening in the disguise of a mendicant. Mrs. Rutherford, according to
custom, called the servants together for examination preparatory to
the solemnities of the Sabbath, and the stranger took his place among
them. In the course of examination he was asked, "How many
commandments are there?" "Eleven" was the reply. On receiving this
answer, the good lady replied, "What a shame is it for you, a man
with grey hairs, in a Christian country, not to know how many
commandments there are! There is not a child of six years old in the
parish but could answer this question properly." She troubled the
poor man no more, thinking him so very ignorant, but lamented his
condition to the servants, and after giving him some supper, desired a
servant to show him upstairs to a bed in the garret. Rutherford
repaired early in the morning, as usual, to a favourite walk near the
manse, for meditation, and was startled on hearing the voice of
prayer, proceeding from a thicket, earnestly imploring a blessing on
behalf of the people that day to assemble. Rutherford began to think
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that he had 'entertained angels unawares.' An explanation follo,ifed,
and Rutherford requested him to preach that day to his people, which
the Archbishop agreed to do, on condition that he would not discover
him to any other. Mrs. Rutherford found that the poor man had gone
away before any of the family were out of bed. Rutherford presented
him with a suit of his own clothes, and introduced him as a strange
minister passing by who had promised to preach for him. After
domestic worship and breakfast, the family went to church, and Usher
had for his text, John xiii, 34. "Anew commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one another." In the course of his sermon he observed
that that might be reckoned the eleventh commandment, upon which
Mrs. Rutherford said to herself, "That is the answer the poor man
gave me last night;" and looking up to the pulpit said, "It cannot be
possible that this is he!" He returned with Rutherford to the manse
and the evening was spent together with mutual pleasure and profit.

In July 1636 Rutherford was summoned to appear before the High
Commission Court to answer for his Nonconformity to the Acts of
Episcopacy, and also on account of his treatise against the Arminians:
and as a consequence was forbidden to exercise his ministry anywhere
in the kingdom of Scotland, and to confine himself to the city of
Aberdeen. It was while confined to this place that the greater portion
of his 'Letters' were written. Richard Baxter's opinion of these is well
worth quoting: "such a book the world never saw." In 1638 events
had taken a more favourable turn for the cause of the Reformation in
Scotland, and Rutherford returned to his people at Anwoth for a
time; but in 1639 he was removed to the Professor's Chair and made
Principal of the New College of St. Andrews. At the same time he was
colleague in the ministry with Mr. Blair in that city. Of the fruit of his
labours there, M'Ward, his old editor, who knew him well says, "God

did so singularly second His servant's indefatigable pains, both in
teaching in the school and preaching in the congregation, that it
became forthwith a Lebanon out of which were taken cedars for
building the house of the Lord through the whole land."

An English merchant who heard him preach in St. Andrews says: "I
went to St. Andrews, where I heard a sweet majesticJooking man
(Blair) and he showed me the majesty of God. After him I heard a
little fair man (Rutherford) and he showed me the loveliness of
Christ. "

Rutherford was one of the commissioners sent up by the Church of
Scotland to the Westminster Assembly in 1643, and he took a
prominent part.

His celebrated work, Lex Rex, was so hateful to the Government
that shortly before his death they ordered it to be burned in Edinburgh
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by the cornmon hangman. When on his deathbed he was summoned to
appear at Edinburgh on a charge of high treason, and had it been his
Master's will, he would joyfully have met a martyr's death. On March
20, 1661, he entered into rest at St. Andrews and was buried there..

Rutherford's Letters
Some years ago the then Bishop of Durham, Handley Moule, wrote

the following prefatory note to a reprint of Rutherford's Letters. We
include it here along with a selection of Rutherford's sayings. How
true of him, that "he being dead yet speaketh". (Heb. ll:4).

"This book, a small casket stored with many jewels will have, I
hope, a wide circulation. Yet more I hope that it will go deep as well
as far, and imprint, by the grace of God, upon all its readers' souls
something of that supreme content and delight in the Lord Jesus
which were the light of life to Samuel Rutherford. Nothing is more
needed in our day in the Christian Church than a larger sight, by
faith, of "the King in His beauty". We hear much of many things,

.. but too little of Him.' To read Rutherford, in sympathy and with prayer, is a powerful
and beautiful help towards that "beautific vision" of our Redeemer
which may be ours even here below".

The Loveliness of Christ .
as seen in the letters of Samuel Rutherford.

No pen, no words, no image can express to you the loveliness of my
only, only Lord Jesus.

Dry wells send us to the fountain.
I hope to over-hope and over-believe my troubles.
Ye will not get leave to steal quietly to heaven in Christ's company,

without a conflict and a cross.
I see grace growth best in winter.
Why should I start at the plough of my Lord, that maketh deep

furrows on my soul? I know He is no idle husbandman. He purposeth
a crop.

I find that our wants qualify us for Christ.
Be patient; Christ went to heaven with many a wrong. His visage

and countenance was all marred more than the sons of men. You may
not be above your Master; many a blackstroke received innocent Jesus,
and He received no mends, but referred them all to the great court-

I
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day, when all things shall be righted. .:?tt- - 1 ' t?
God hath made many fair flowers, but the fairest of them all is

heaven, and the flower of all flowers is Christ. i
Your rock doth not ebb and flow, but your sea.
If content were here, heaven were not heaven.
Send a heavy heart up to Christ, it shall be welcome.
Be humbled, walk softly; down with your topsail. Stoop, stoop! It

is a low entry to go in at heaven's gate.
Christ is a well of life, but who knows how deep it is to the bottom?
I know no sweeter way to heaven than through free grace and hard

trials together, and one of these cannot well want another.
The great Master Gardener, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, in

a wonderful providence, with His own hand, planted me here, where
by His grace, in this part of His vineyard, I grow; and here I will abide
till the great Master of the vineyard think fit to transplant me.

O, what I owe to the file, to the hammer and to the furnace of my
Lord Jesus!

Neither need we fear crosses, or sigh, or be sad for anything that is
on this side of heaven, if we have Christ.

Christ and His cross together are sweet company, and a blessed
couple. My prison is my palace, my losses are rich losses, my pains
easy pain, my heavy days are holy and happy days. I may tell a new
tale of Christ to my friends.

t t :

The death bed of Rutherford
Tread lightly through the darkened room, for a sick man lieth

there; And 'mid the darkness only stirs the whisper'd breath of
prayer,
As anxious souls take watch by turns beside the lonely bed.
Where sleep the awful stillness wears that soon must wrap the dead.
A smile hath brighten'd on his lips, a light around his brow;
O! surely 'words unspeakable' that dreamer listeth now;
And glories of the upper world his raptured senses steep, ' '.,,
Blent with the whispers of his love who gives his lov'd ones sleep -
But hark! a sound, a tramp of horse, a loud, harsh wrangling din!
O! rudely on that dream of heaven this world hath broken in.
In vain affection's warmest plea; the intruders onward press;
And, with a struggling spasm, of pain he wakes to consciousness,
Strange lights are gleaming thro' the room; strange forms are round
his bed;

l
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Slowly his dazzled sense takes in each form and sorffid of dread:"False to thy country's honour'd laws, and to thy sovereign Lord,
I summon thee to meet thy doom, thou traitor, Rutherford!"
Feebly the sick man rais'd his head, his hand so thin and pale,
And something in his hollow eye made that rude speaker quail;
"Man, thou hast sped thy errand well, yet it is wasted breath,
Except the great ones of the earth can break my tryst with death;
A few brief days, or briefer hours, and I am going home
Unto mine own prepared place, where but few great ones come;
Unto the judgment seat of Him who sealed me with His seal.'Gainst evil tongues and evil men to make my last appeal.
A traitor was his name on earth - a felon's doom his fate;
Thrice welcome were my Master's cup, but it hath come too late;
The summons of that mightiest King, to whom all kings must bow,
Is on me for an earlier day - is on me even now.
I hear, I hear the chariot wheels that bring my Saviour nigh!
For me he bears a golden crown - a harp of melody;
For me He opens wides His arms, He shows His wounded side;
Lord, 'tis my passport into life! I live, for Thou has died."
They gave his writings to the flames; they brand his grave with
shame
A hissing in the mouth of fools becomes his honour'd name;
And darkness wraps awhile the land for which he pray'd and
strove;

:rrnt*:O 

in the Lord his death, and blest his rest above. 
HISLO'
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Heaven
ISA A. BUCKLEY

I wonder if you have noticed how rarely today we hear someone
preach about Heaven, or about Hell either? Yet as we grow older, and
our beloved ones go on before us to the heavenly home, our thoughts
and imaginations turn thither. What a comfort and joy it is to read the
precious words of Scripture which speak of that glorious place.

Revelation 2l:4 "and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away."

;
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Revelation 22z5 "and there shall be no night there for the Lord God
giveth them light"

Night, which so often speaks of sleepless hours, of worry and pain,
of the acts of evildoers who love the darkness. No more night, foi the
Lord, who is the God of light is there, and evil, pain and *o.ry a.e no
more.

Revefation 2223 "There shall be no more curse.,,
Revefation 2l:27 "and there shall in no wise enter into it anything

that defileth."
No more curse.
No more sin - surely this is the greatest joy of all.

our human minds can never truly understand such iuhess of life
and joy as will be possible then. No more sin, but always the presence
of the holy God.

Revelation 21223 "God Himself shall be with therrr and be their
God."

Revelation 21222 "The Lord God almighty and the lamb are the
temple of it"

Revelation 21223 "The Lamb is the light thereof"
Revelation 21 3'4 "His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see
His face."

'fhe Gospel Magazine

No more tears i 4 I
No more pain and sickness.
No more sorrow
No more death.

The words are like sweet music.

There is a city bright;
Closed are its gates to sin;
Nought that defileth
Can ever enter in.

Saviour, I come to Thee;
O Lamb of God, I pray,
Cleanse me and save me,
Wash all my sins away.

229

Lord, make me from this hour,
Thy loving child to be,
Kept by Thy power,
From all that grieveth Thee.

Till in the snow-white dress
Of Thy redeemed I stand, .iaJ
Faultless and stainless,
Safe in that happy land.

Mary A. S. Deck
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A cause for coiicUrn
F. J. HARRIS

(The Rev. F. J. Harris is Pastor of Uxbridge Road Tabernacle,
Shepherds Bush).

"Will the Lord cast off for ever? ond will He
be favouroble no more? Is His mercy cleon gone

: .for ever? doth His promise fail for evermore?
r- Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath He in

onger shut up his tender mercies?" Psalm 77:7-9

What was it that led to the agonised cries and prayers that Asaph
uttered in Psalm 77? What desperate condition lay behind such
questions? Was it some great personal crisis that caused this out-burst
or was it something much bigger? No doubt Asaph was in distress in
his own soul but it seems that his grief was occasioned primarily by the
fact that the cause of God had sunk very low (see also Psalm 79). Here
we have a godly man laying bare his soul and lamenting because of the
miserable condition of the people of God. We have a similar example
in Nehemiah 1:3f.

We too live in days when the church of the living God is in a very
low condition and where nothing short of a mighty intervention by
God can deliver her from foes without and within and raise her to
anything like her former glory. But do we feel anything of Asaph's
sorrow of soul? It is a searching question.

That God visited His people and mightily blessed them in
generations past is beyond dispute. Both old and new testaments
demonstrate this fact as does the history of the church. That such
times of blessing upon the church have often resulted in the
ingathering of a great multitude of sinners is also a blessed truth. That
God is unchanging and is therefore fully able to work in such glorious
ways today is also beyond dispute. But when we go on to ask "Is He
working today in a manner comparable to His mighty works in former
generations?", the answer, sadly but undeniably, has to be "No".

While acknowledging that God moved in revival power in Wales in
1904-5 and has worked in some parts of Scotland in more recent years,
and while we are humbly thankful for every token of His presence
with us, we have to acknowledge with sorrow that well over a hundred
years have passed since the United Kingdom experienced an
outpouring of God's Spirit to any marked degree.

The question I would ask is this: "Is this lack of God's presence and
power a cause of concern to us? Or are we contented with a little
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blessing; thankful that we are saved, and more or less"indifferent to
the state of the church generally? If we cannot answer the first
question with a definite "yes" then there is something seriously wrong
with our spiritual state for it indicates that we have very little concern
either for the glory of God or for the salvation of the lost and no
longing for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ to be honoured and
magnified.

Asaph was certainly very concerned - read those verses in psalm 77
again. He felt the conditions to be so desperate that he was in an
agony lest God had determined never to be favourable again, lest God
had forgotten how to be gracious and His mercy was at an end. Isaiah
experienced similar feelings when he cried, "Look down from heaven
and behold from the habitation of Thy holiness and of Thy glory;
where is Thy zeal and Thy strength, the sounding of Thy bowels and
of Thy mercies toward me? are they restrained? O that Thou wouldest
rend the heavens, that Thou wouldest come down, that the mountains
might flow down at Thy presence." Isaiah 63: 15 and 64: l.

But neither Asaph nor Isaiah despaired. Asaph encouraged himself
by remembering what God had done in ages past. He said ,,I will
remember the years of the right hand of the most High. I will
remember the works of the Lord: surely I will remember Thy wonders
of old. I will meditate also of all Thy work, and talk of Thy doings."
Psalm 77:10-12.Isaiah took himself to prayer with the words already
quoted.

We must do both. It is both stimulating and encouraging to read not
only the biblical accounts of God's almighty acts but the records of
the outpouring of His Spirit in various ages since. I wonder, dear
reader, if you have ever read an account of any of the great revivals of
religion in former generations? What a blessing it is to read of the
presence of God so mightily felt that whole districts were utterly
melted and humbled before His majesty and a multitude of sinners
swept into the kingdom of God. And perhaps the greatest blessing that
can come to us is to find within our hearts a great longing that God
would do it again, even in our dark and dreadful days. It is an
acknowledged fact that the rememberance of former days of blessing
has often stirred up people to pray for similar blessings in their own
days and sometimes, in the marvellous providence and wondrous
grace of our Sovereign Lord such prayer has been the precursor of'times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.'

The well known words of Matthew Henry are always true: ,,When
God intends to bless His people He always sets them a praying.', May
God 'set us a praying' and may the rememberance of the years of the
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tight hand of the most High' give us eilcouragement and hope thaf
He will 'rend the heavens and come down' once more. Is anything too
hard for the Lord?

Songs of Grace and Glory
"How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?"

Psalm 137:4.

Methinks, my soul, this strange land is the very place to sing the
Lord's song in, though the carnal around understand it not. Shall I
hang my harp upon the willow when Jesus is my song, and when He
Himself hath given me so much cause to sing? Begin, my soul, thy
song of redemption; learn it, and let it be sung upon earth; for sure
enough thou wilt have it to sing in heaven. Art thou at a loss what to
sing? Oh! no. Sing of the Father's mercy in sending a Saviour. Sing of
Jesus' love in not only coming but dying for thee. Are the redeemed
above now singing, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain?" Join in the
chorus and tell that dear Redeemer in the loudest notes that He was
slain and hath redeemed thee to God by His blood. Strike up thy harp
anew to the glorious and redeeming grace in that He not only died for
thee but hath quickened thee to a new and spiritual life. Add a note
more to the Lord's song and tell the Redeemer, in thy song of praise,
that He not only died for thee and quickened thee but He hath loved
thee and washed thee from thy sins in His own blood. Go on in thy
song, my soul, for it is the Lord's song. Sing not only of redeeming
love but marvellous grace, for both are connected. He that redeemed
thee hath all grace for thee. He hath adopted thee into His family;
hath made thee an heir of God and a joint heir with Christ. He hath
undertaken for thee, in all troubles, under all difficulties, to be with
thee at all times and all places, until He brings thee home to behold
His glory, that where He is there thou mayest be for ever. And are not
these causes enough to keep thy harp always strung - always in tune?
And wilt thou not sing this song all the way through and make it the
subject of thy continual praise and love in the house of thy
pilgrimage?

Moreover, the several properties of the song are, in themselves,
matter for keeping it alive every day, and all the day. Think, my soul,
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how free was this love of God to thee. Surely if f man deserved hell
and found heaven, shall he not sing? If I eipected displeasure and
received love - if I was brought low and onl tite the Son of Man
helped me, shall I not say as one of old did, ,,He brought me out of
the horrible pit, out of the mire and clay; He hath put i new song in
my mouth, even thanksgiving to our God? ' ' If I think of the greatiess
of the mercy, of the riches of the mercy, of the sweetness of th1 mercy,
of the all sufficiency of the mercy; of the sureness and firmness, and
everlasting nature and efficacy of the mercy - can I refrain to sing?
No; blessed, blessed Jesus! I will sing and not be afraid, tor the iord
Jeho-vah is my strength and my song, and He is become my salvation.
I will sing now; I will sing for evermore. In this strange tano, in ttris
barren land, in this distant land from my Father's hoise, I will sing,
and-Jesus shall be my song. He shall be the Alpha and the omega of
my hymn; and until I come to sing in the louder and sweeter notis of
heaven, among the hallelujahs of the blessed, upon the new harp and
new-stringed chords of my renewed soul, will I sing of Jesus and His
blood, Jesus and His righteousness, Jesus and His c-omplete salvation.
And when the last song upon my trembling lips, with lesus' name in
full shall be uttered, as the sound dies away, when death seals up the
power of utterance, my departing soul shall catch the parting bieath
and, as it enters the presence of the court above, the firit notJs of mv
everlasting song will go on with the same blessed note, to Him that
hath loved me and washed me from my sins in His own blood!
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Dr. Hawker's Portions

I CHANGE OF ADDRESS
After being the minister of rrinity church, Buxton for the past 2g

years the Editor has been appointed rector of clondevaddock. tountv
Donegal, in the Republic of Ireland.

His address is now:
Tamney Rectory, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, Ireland.
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On hearing the Word of God
I warn then every one who loves his soul to be very jealous as to the

preaching he regularly hears and the place of worship he regularly
attends. He who deliberately settles down under a ministry which is
unsound is a very unwise man. If false doctrine is preached in a
church a man who loves his soul is not right in going to that church.

J. C. Ryle

Take heed what ye hear.
Mark 4:24

Come not to hear with a careless heart, as if you were to hear a
matter that little concerned you, but come with a sense of the
unspeakable weight, necessity and consequence of the Holy Word
which you are to'hear; and when you understand how much you are
concerned in it, it will greatly help your understanding of every
particular truth. Make it your work to apply the word with diligence
as you are hearing it. You have work to do as well as the preacher and
should all the time be as busy as he. You must open your mouth and
digest the word for another cannot digest it for you. Therefore, be all
the while at work and abhor an idle heart in hearing, as well as an idle
minister.

Take heed therefore how ye hear.

Richard Baxter

Luke 8:18

Jottings from a
Pilgrim's Notebook

A. V. McCANDLISH
, John 4:43-54

I notice first that the "Galileans received Jesus, having seen all the
miracles that He did at Jerusalem. at the feast". The faith of this
nobleman appears to have been awakened by what he heard of
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these miracles. when his son was at the point of death, he asked Jesus.
to come and heal him. Clearly he thought Jesus must be brought to his
son before he could be healed. Jesus began to correct his faith, He
said, "Except ye see signs and wonders ye will not believe." v.4g. The
one concern of this father was for his child; he pleaded, ..Sir, come
down ere my child die." Jesus then challenged his faith; ,,Go thy way,
thy son liveth." That was all.

His request that Jesus should come with him was denied. He was
called to rest on the word of Christ alone, not on His presence.
Presumably he did so; for he did not hasten back with all speed, but
travelled home next day. He and his family were led to put their whole
trust in Jesus; not just as one who could work miracles; but as one
whom they trusted completely. May I make sure that my faith rests on
a sure foundation; not on reports of miracles; nor on wonders. It must
rest on the foundation of His word. It must extend beyond the things
that I want in this world, and lead me to the complete committal of my
whole being to the Lord Jesus, to do whatever He commands.

BOOK REVIEWS
No Holiness, No Heaven. Richard Alderson. The Banner of Truth
Trust. 10E pp. f1.95.

Mr Alderson is Senior Lecturer in English at a London College. He
writes on Antinomianism To-day, i.e. whether the Ten
Commandments are standard for the Christian life, with particular
reference to the teaching of Dr R. T. Kendall. The book is a clear and
concise setting forth of the necessity for practical sanctification in the
christian life, and is based on a sound exegesis of New Testament
teaching. There are many quotations from well known evangelical
writers.

Sanctification is not always well understood to-day, as witness the
confused efforts to find an agreed doctrine of Justification with the
Roman Catholics. Sanctification in the Bible comes under two heads.
It is Positional, or definitive; but also Ethical or practical. A key text
is I Cor. 6.1l, which is the positional side. This can be compared with
2 Pet.1.l8; Exod.40.l6 ff; Gen.2.3; where Believers in Christ, Mount
Sinai, the Mount of Transfiguration, the Temple and its vessels, the
Sabbath, etc. are all called sanctified, or set apart for God's use. By
contrast the other side of sanctification is seen in I Thess. 4.3, where it
refers to the making holy in practise and experience of those
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previously set apart for this purpose. In this exlierience the christian
life is, in the words of Dr Alex. Whyte, "Och laddie, its a sair fecht tae
the end." The whole of life's experiences comprise in God's
providence, part of the process of sanctification.

There is a great deal in this book which will be very helpful to every
reader. The Appendix contains quotations on this subject by Calvin,
Ursinus, John Murray, Spurgeon, and others. The quote from J. A.
James, I consider misconceived and regret its inclusion.

w. J.  P.

A Commentary on Daniel John Calvin. The Banner of Truth Trust.
Pp 409. f9.95.

In the Geneva Series of Commentaries, this edition has already had
its influence and now a reprint has been called for. In it there is
something for everyone. Here is a commentary on Daniel; here is a
treatise on divine Sovereignty; here is an outline of prophecy on the
Kingdom of Christ; here is a declaration of the relationship of the
Gospel to other religions; here in chapter nine is a supreme discourse
on every aspect of Prayer, involving, fasting, suffering, repentance,
the Justice of God; the honour of God, and the relationship between
God's eternal purposes and our own prayers - "by no means useless,
nor yet without fruit". Dr Wilbur M. Smith, in his introduction says,"The best in these rich pages of this classic work are those in which
Calvin sets forth in moving language the absolute sovereignty of God,
and in which he draws great ethical and spiritual lessons from the
experiences of Daniel and his colleagues." Thus this volume is a
historical, prophetical, but above all, a spiritual classic. 

W. J. p.

Friends and acquaintances of Henry Cooke A. T. Jackson. 63pp,
f2.

Dr. Henry Cooke (1788-1868), for many years minister of May
Street Presbyterian Church, Belfast, was a faithful and ardent
preacher of the Gospel and stalwart opponent of Romanism and the
rising tide of Arianism within his own denomination. He was involved
in the 1859 Revival and promoted many spiritual endeavours. In the
course of his life and ministry he was in touch with many of the
spiritual giants of his period and Mr. Jackson introduces the reader to
some of these in his little book. He categorises them under four
headings: Friends in the Presbyterian Ministry; Lay Friends in the
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Ulster Presbyterian churches; Free church Friends'in -scottish
Presbyterianism; Friends in England and overseas. Thus we have
short biographies of such men as Hugh Hanna, Thomas Toye. Lord
Cairns, Thomas Chalmers, Thomas McCrie, R. Murray Mccireyrre,
R. S. Candlish, Sir Robert peel, Lord John Russell, Merle
D'Aubign6, etc., together with other lesser known worthies. There are
nine pages of interesting portraits. The Rev. Ian R. K. paisley writes
the Foreword. The author draws parallels between those times and the
present situation in Northern Ireland, concluding,,,The anti_
Protestant bigotry and intolerance of the ecumenical movement needs
to be exposed today. True Bible protestantism alone, the faith of
Henry cooke, will give us the victory and ensure a future for our
children in Ulster today. May God grant us courage and wisdom for
the battle. "

H.J .W.L .

The Moral Basis of Faith. Tom welrs. The Banner of rruth rrust,
pp 32. 65p.

In this most attractive booklet with its coloured cover photograph
of the Tower Bridge over the Thames, Mr weils gets to the heiri of
the proclamation of the Gospel. He shows that saving faith has a
moral connection. It must arise from the heart of a moially changed
man. He explains the needs and problems of the sinful niture, ind
God's remedy in the new birth. when God comes to a man's heart, he
responds to the Gospel message, and begins to display the work of the
spirit in his life. He learns to know God, trust Him, and serve Him.
To-day Christ is Lord over imperfect men. These men
characteristically do what is right, but not perfectly. The booklet ends
with a call to recognise christ's Lordship, and to witness for Him.

This is an excellent Gospel booklet and deserves a wide use in
personal work, and on the Church bookstall.

W. J. P.

select sermons of George whitefield. The Banner of rruth.
Pp 199. f1.95.

This edition is a very happy combination of a
Whitefield's Sermons, an account of his life by Bishop
Summary of Gospel doctrines taught by Mr Whitefield.
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selection of
Ryle, and a

The Sermons are all on aspects of the Gospel, and are calculated to
lead the reader to faith in christ as Saviour and'Lord. rney comprise:
the Method of Grace (Jer. 6.14); what christ is to the behevir, 1t
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Cor.l.30); The Lord our Righteousness, (Jer.23.6); God's Great
Purpose in the Seed of the Woman. (Gen.3.l5); Walking with God.
(Gen. 5.24); and the Good Shepherd. (John 10.27-28).

As no Sermon can say everything, the Summary of Gospel
Doctrine, by the Rev. R. Elliot is useful for building up the readers
grasp of the Gospel as a whole. Too many are content to rest on some
small part of the Gospel. We must go forward to rejoice in the whole
Counsel of God.

The biography by Bishop J. C. Ryle is an accurate account of the
times as well as the man, and helps the reader to understand the
sermons against this background. We shall recognise the similar
sinfulness of our own days, and be led to pray God to raise up a
similar powerful witness to salvation for our own generation.

w.  J .  P .

Why Does God Allow War? D. M. Lloyd-Jones. Evangelical Press
of Wales. Pp 12E. f1.95.

Though this book was written at the outbreak of the second World
War, its re-publication to-day is not untimely, because the situation
now differs only in some details. Because the book is written to
explain the principles of the christian understanding of all suffering, it
has a wider application and usefulness.

There are five chapters building up the argument.
l. Man's relationship with God is based on the attitude of Prayer. I
Tim. 2.8, is the outline of man's right approach to God.
2. National crises are testing times for religion, separating the true
from the false. The Life of Manoah in Judges 13.v.22-23 exemplifies
this. His wife thought and reasoned. Their conclusions were that God
is never capricious, that He is never unjust in His dealings with us, and
that He never contradicts Himself, or His own gracious purposes.
3. In the mystery of God's ways, the Doctor turns the searchlight of
enquiry on to the response and the questionings of men in their
ignorance. They do not know God, so how can they come to right
conclusions!
4. We come now to the specific question, "Why Does God Allow
War?" Men are seen to ask the question from different reasons. James
4:l is the starting point. God's permission of War is seen to produce
righteous fruits: (i). Men must bear the consequences of their own
sins. (ii). Men may be enlightened by seeing mankind as it really is.
(iii). Man may see what sin is and leads to, and be turned back in
repentance.
5. The final answer to all our questions is seen in Romans 8.28, which
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reveals the ultimate discovery of faith in affliction: ,,all things work
together for good to them that love God".

Analysis does not do justice to the sympathetic treatment given by
the Doctor, and this book is most helpful to those who have trials or
crises of any kind.

w. J .  P.

I

To make our fancy the highest rule is a presumptuous folly. God
knows what is best for us. Like children, we desire a knife; like a wise
father, He gives us bread. God always hears His people when the
request is good. But God must judge what is good, not we ourselves.

Thomas Manton
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