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Editorial
It is customary for divine service to conclude with the benediction.

Frequently we use the one in Numbers 6:24-26; "the t ord bless you and
keep you. . . . " In these words, gracious and sublime, the priests of Aaron's
line blessed the congregation. Let us consider these familiar words. The
Lord's people are

1. Enriched with divine blessing. "The Lord bless thee".
He has indeed so wonderfully blessed us in Christ. The Apostle breaks

into a doxology as he takes up his pen to write to the Ephesians and says"blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed
us with all spirinral blessings in Christ". We are not only enriched spiritually
but temporally as well. Such blessings include health and strength, our daily
occupation, home and loved ones.

2. Guarded with omnipotent power. and keep thee". :r:
One of the most comforting truths of the Bible is that God is the keeper

of His people. This being so, we need not be fearful, anxious or
apprehensive. "He that keepeth Israel" said the Psalmist, "will neither
slumber nor sleep". He is ever on the alert, never offduty and ever present.

3. Compassed with loving kindness. and be gracious unto thee".
God's grace is His unmerited loving kindness and favour toward those

who deserve nothing from Him. We are totally undeserving but God gives
us all things richly to enjoy. He sheds the light of His countenance upon
us and bestows His favour freely.

4. Gladdened with heavenly peace. "and give thee peace". ,':
God's gracious plan and provision is that we should know His peace

flooding our hearts and minds. Possession ofthis deep unbroken peace does
not depend on the absence of trouble but on the presence of God. Peace
can be enjoyed amidst adverse circumstances.

How fitting to end public worship with the assurance that we are under
the safe shelter and rich provision of the Almighty. Let us rejoice in so
gracious a Lord.
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The Marriage at Cana
A sermon by the Editor

"And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; qild the mother
of Jesus was there; And both Jesus was called, and His disciples to the

marriage." John 2; I&2.

This is a story packed with human interest. What is more absorbing in
interest than a wedding, but, alas, at this wedding a crisis arose in the
catering arrangements at the reception, and then, you remember, there was
the wonderful gracious dealing of the Lord in supplying what was missing,
the miraculous turning of water into wine and a happy ending.

Let us look at this very familiar story-a story we have known, no doubt,
from our childhood, from our earliest days, learned perhaps in the Sunday
School long years ago. This was the first miracle that our Lord performed,
and it was at a wedding feast at Cana of Galilee, a little village just a few
miles from Nazareth. I wonder, have you not thought of our Lord's amazing
condescension. Here was His first miracle and where was it wrought? Not
in Jerusalem, not under the gaze of prominent men but in a very domestic
gathering of a wedding. Not in front of important people but quite ordinary
mortals, because the Lord sought not honour from men.

Let us notice first of all the invited Saviour. "Jesus was called and His
disciples to the wedding." What a lot there is in verse 2, and if this was
only true of marriages today how different things would be. We live in
a day of amounting divorce rates; I cannot just recall the figure but it is
something astronomic, and this is the reason in many ways because Jesus
has no place in many of the modern marriages. He was invited to the
wedding and He accepted the invitation. He was no recluse-no hermit-
no ascetic. He came to increase our joys, and not to diminish them. I do
think we need to be careful lest we convey the impression that the christian
life is a series of negatives, that a christian is one who does not do this
and does not do the other. That, of course, is true in many ways, but we
need to give a balanced impression. We need to put the emphasis in the
right place. There are certain things we can join in as our Lord joined in
at this wedding. The Lord by His presence and by His conversation made
a great contribution that day to the wedding and you and I by our presence,
by our spiritual and sanctified conversation can bring a blessing in many
similar gatherings, and the fact remains that our Lord Jesus Christ could
enjoy a happy festive occasion. He was no kill-joy as so many have fondly
imagined. What is His characteristic greeting? "Be of good cheer." That
occurs time and time again in the Gospels and probably it was His joyousness
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that first attracted the publicans and the sinners and the children. Now, true
religion was never meant to make men melancholy, rather the reverse, to
increase realjoy and happiness, and it is only the real believer that has real
joy and lasting happiness. The Lord Jesus entered into every side of life.
He mixed freely with all sorts and conditions of men, sharing their joys
as well as their sorrows, and there He was at the wedding of Cana of Galilee
to impart His blessing on two young lives that were joined together and
a new home being established. "And Jesus was called to the marriage,"
and when He is the honoured Guest and given His rightful place our social
life will be as God intends it to be. The invited Saviour-He was called
to the marriage. There is such a thing as the Saviour being invited to every
department of life, into our business life. Remember, Matthew when he
was sitting at the receipt of custom, and the Lord called him to service.
Luke tells us that Matthew made a great feast in his house and he invited
Jesus and his former colleagues to meet his new Master. The Lord sanctified
Matthew's business life. And what about Zaccheus? He was a rogue of the
first order, and the Lord invited Himself to that home, "Come down,
Zaccheus, for today I must stay in your home."

Oh what a marvellous transformation was effected in Zaccheusl "Lord, "

he said, "Whatever I have done wrong I will put right, and I return it with
interest"-at,a very good rate too. And what about home life? Well that
lovely story is of such absorbing interest, that of the walk to Emmaus on
the first Easter Day when the two disciples were there with (as yet) an
unidentified Traveller. When they reached their destination He made as
though He would have gone further but we read "They constrained Him
saying, Abide with us for it is toward evening and the day is far spent,"
and He went in and stayed with them. He went in where He was invited.
Sometimes we see in the home the old fashioned motto--

"Christ, the Head of this house,
The unseen Guest at every meal,
The silent Listener to every consersation."

How lovely when Jesus is the invited Guest! The place where He loves
to be, notjust in our business life and our social life, but in the heart. This
was the burden of Paul's prayer for those at Ephesus, "That Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith," and when He is there He will be in all the
other departments of life. The invited Saviour-"Jesus was called to the
marriage. "

Notice, secondly, the disappointed guests, v.3, "And when they wanted
wine the mother of Jesus said unto Him, 'They have no wine'." Now, amid
the joy a need arose and for such a thing to happen would be considered
a disgrace and it would not be easily forgotten because the Eastern people
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were t.ar more hospitable than we are in the west. There would be
unbounded hospitality, and a wedding feast in those days, contrary to our
custom in the west, lasted much longer, for several days. If you are familiar
with the old restament, Samson's wedding feast lasted noiless than seven
days, they must have got through a tremendous amount of provisions.
However at cana of Galilee the wine ran out. what were they to do? perhaps
there was no shop in the village and to go to a neighbouring village would
be time-consuming and it would be a very burdeniome tasf to carry wine
in any quantity. what were they to do? All the guests were waiting and
the reception was going on, and this is where the Lord relieved.the situition."Mary came to Jesus and she said 'They have no wine. "' She did the most
sensible thing. She did not dictate what course He should take. She was
content to leave the whole issue entirely in His hands knowing whatever
He did would be the best, because He always did everything ivell. ..She
told Jesus. " Now domestic problems are not unknown in christian homes,
but doesn't it make all the difference when problems arise when we can
come and tell Jesus, when we can, as the old hymn puts it, "Take it to the
Lord in prayer," when we can talk out our problLms with Him. "Tell Jesus"
is the best possible advice when there is trouble at home, because He is
sympathetic to our woes and our perplexities. He feels for us in sickness
and sorrow_ and disappointment and in bereavement and His sympathy
extends to the domestic sphere, to the little things of every day tiie. :.stre
told Jesus. " Take with you that.piece of advice and put ii into action and
you will find it is a transforming agency in itself. "She told Jesus. " when
John Baptist was shut up in prison and you remember what befell him all
because of Herod's rash promise, a promise which would have been more
honouring in the breach than in the observance, and "the disciples came"
we read. "and told Jesus. " "They have no wine" is the message i{e received
here. Does not this point out that the world's pleasures do not last-its
pleasures vanish and they leave an aching void as someone has put it, '.The
world's pleasures first thrill and then chill." As in the Book of 

-Ecclesiasres

we read concerning worldly things that "All is vanity," so there remains
that clarion call in Isaiah 55, "wherefore do ye spend money for that which
is not bread and your labour for that which satisfieth notl" The Source
of true and lasting joy was present at the marriage of cana of Galilee, the
Lord Jesus was there, the Giver of joy, the Transformer of sorrow. paul
urged the Philippian christians, to "Rejoice in the Lord always, and again,
I say rejoice, " and it is more marvellous when you think that some of i-hose
New Testament Epistles were written in the context of sufferins and
persecution, yet there is this call to rejoice, to rise above it, and to r.Joi...
Remember the great word in Romans 15, "The God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the power
of the Holy Ghost".
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Will you notice now the good advice v.5. "His mother said unto the
seryants, 'Whatsoevei He saith unto you do it." 'Now, what she said in
effect to them was, "However contrary it may be to your own idea of things
just do it. " "Whatsoever He says, do it. " No other mother has ever been
able to say that to her child because the Lord Jesus Christ was unique, He
was, and is, the Son of God.

But notice, then v.5, and it is a verse that contains a golden rule for a
happy and a useful christian life. If we would know His joy and peace and
blessing on our christian service we must do what He says, and if we set
this golden rule over our life and if we live in obedience to it, well then
our lives will be filled with His grace and power and blessing, ..Whatsoever

He saith unto you do it. " He speaks today just as He did in Cana of Galilee,
and He still calls for obedience. The old hymn is quite true when it says--"Trust and obey, for there's no other way To be hippy in Jesus, but to trust
and obey." There was a day when our Lord said to the people who were
listening to His instruction, "Why call ye me Lord and do not the things
that I say?" If He is Lord we are not to question what He says, for what
He says is invested with all the authority of what He is, and what He says
is the final word on any subject, and how does He speak? He speaks from
His Word and by His Spirit. We can take up the prayer of Samuel, ..Speak,

Lord, for Thy servant heareth," and blessings come when we obey Him,
just as blessings came at Cana when the servants listened to the command
of Christ and obeyed it. Just look at Deut. 6;24&25, here is Moses speaking
to the Israelites just as they were about to enter the Promised Land, and
this is what He says, "And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes,
to fear the Lord our God, for our good always, that He might preserve
us alive, as it is at this day. And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe
to do all these commandments before the Lord our God, as He hath
commanded us. " This is for our good always, and everything the Lord says
to us and desires and commands of us is ultimately for our good. Listen
to John when he is writing his first Letter he says of the Lord, ..His

commandments are not grievous," or listen to our Lord Himself Who says,"My yoke is easy and My burden is light," and what He requires of us
is for our good. Now the obedience of the servants resulted in the good
ofeveryone present at the reception. There was no one present at the feast
who did not,benefit and our obedience will result in blessings, not only
to ourselves, but to others also.

Notice v.7, the measure of their obedience. "Jesus said unto them 'Fill

the waterpots with water,'and they filled them up to the brim." "To the
brim" and I think there is a danger of rendering a partial obedience. a going
so far but not the whole of what the Lord requires, but He is worthy of
our complete and full obedience. The servants might well have questioned
the wisdom of filling the waterpots with water when what they really needed
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was wine, but they gave the Lord their unquestioning obedience. And shall
we do less?

We are to notice another thing, the miracle itself. To take up the words
of the Old Testament. "He spake and it was done." "This beginning of
miracles" says John. Now to read that in the original it reads, "This

begrnning of signs, " and the word 'miracle' in St. John's Gospel is always
spoken ofas a sign. John consistently uses that because the miracles signiff
something. They were not only works of supernatural power-they were
that-but they were also parables in action-they had a deep spiritual
meaning. "This beginning of signs" says John. What is the sign, then, that
we are to see? It is this, that in Christ we have a transforming Saviour.
He changes things; He changes people. "Old things pass away and all things
become new." They reveal his character and they are at the same time
"visual aids", but this miracle speaks to us of the transforming Saviour,
and He is still effecting marvellous transformations. He puts colour and
purpose and value into lives, but more than this, He transforms sinners into
saints, and wherever conversion takes place there we see again the
transforming Saviour - wonderful!

But there is something else to notice regarding the miracle itself, we may
see here a dispensational significance. John wants his readers to observe
that the old order of law was passing away and that the new order of grace
had been ushered in. Remember how in the first chapter he says, "The

law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."

Wine is a fitting symbol of the Gospel-it is far richer than water can
ever be. What does that speak to us ofl The power made available by the
blood of Jesus-He has provided eternal redemption for all His people.
Christ is still the great miracle worker, He has "all power in heaven and
in earth." He turns sorrow into joy; He turns darkness into light and He
turns death into life. "This beginning of miracles" says John.

But, notice one other thing, the result of it all. Look at v.10. "The

governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him, "Every

man at the beginning doth set forth good wine, and when men have well
drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until
now'. This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee and manifested
forth His glory. How unlike the world's pleasures which soon begin to fail
and the longer we serve the world the more disappointing and unsatisfying
will its results be. Serve Christ and it will be different. "Thou hast kept
the good wine until now. " The christian's joy is an increasing one. It does
not tail off. Listen to the Book of Proverbs, "The path of the just is as
a shining light which shineth more and more to the perfect day." Was it
not John Wesley who said to the people gathered around him on his death
bed, "Bless the Lord, the best is yet to be." He had seen great things in
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his life, in his ministry, but greater things awaited him yet. "The best is
yet to be," was his testimony.

Notice the other results, "He manifested His glory and His disciples
believed on Him. " The lnrd let the disciples see a little more about Himself
and the purpose for His coming into the world. 'They believed on Him'
says John. Well now, that was not the beginning of their faith obviously.
They had already trusted Him. They had already been called to discipleship.
What does it mean? It means that their faith passed through a new stage
of development. Indeed when you read on in the New Testament the
disciples' faith only reached its climax at the resurrection, but here their
faith took a further step-they believed on Him in a deeper way. Now is
not this true in our own experience, when we are converted; faith is imparted
to us, but our faith should progress. It should not be static. This was the
trouble with some of the people to whom the Epistles were addressed. They
were still babes in Christ; they had not developed; they were stunted. Our
faith should grow, and the disciples came to the Lord and said to Him on
one occasion, "Lord increase our faith."

Notice, too, they made a spiritual discovery. "IIe manifested forth His
glory." They became aware of the unique wonder of His Person. "The

Word was made flesh" says John "and dwelt among us and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father full of grace and
truth." Here was a manifestation of His glory. There was later another
manifestation that three of them were permitted to see on the Mount of
Transfiguration.

All of us have need to pray, "Lord increase our faith; reveal more of
Thyself to us." May we be onward going, may we be constantly built up
in our most holy faith, and, happy are they who, like the disciples, truly
believe.

This is a familiar story, old and yet I trust ever new. A wonderful miracle
with its deep spiritual teaching. May God bless His Word to each and every
one of us for His Name's sake, Amen.

M.H.

"Wait for His seasonable aid,
And though it tarry, wait;
The promise may long be delayed
But cannot come too late"

t99
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a i For Younger Rezidefs "&

CARINE MACKENZIE

WHY?
Sarah, aged two and a bit, comes to our house occasionally if her Mum

needs someone to look after her for a while. She is just learning to speak.
one of her favourite words is "why?" we have fairly lengthy conversitions
with Sarah's contribution being several '.Why's".

"Where is Wilma?" asks Sarah."At school," I reply.
"Why?"
"To learn her lessons.'
"Why?"
"So that she will pass her exams."
"Why?"
"So that she will be able to get a job."
"Why?"
"So that she will be able to earn her livins."
"Why?"

by this time I have run out of answers.
Sometimes the question 'Why?' crops up in our minds too. Not always

can we find the answer. Circumstances arise in our lives-perhaps a loved
one dies or becomes very ill-perhaps Dad loses his job or we fail an exam.
Very often the question 'Why did this happen?' springs to mind.

Not always is the answer obvious.
God's purposes are different from ours. He sees our lives from a differenr

perspective. We may never know the answer to the question 'Why?' in this
life.

Sometimes the disciples could not understand what Jesus was doing or
saying. Jesus said to them once, "What I do thou knowest not now, but
thou shalt know hereafter."

All the questions will be answered. We shall see that God's purpose was
good for us even if it seemed hard at the time. All things work together
for good to them that love God-even difficulties, sorrows and hardihips.

The Psalmist in Psalm 43 asked himself the question, ..Why?"
"Why are you cast down O my soul; why are you so disturbed?"
But not for long did he have these doubts and troubled thoughts. He

quickly reminded himself to trust in the Lord, his Saviour and God. That
gave him great cause for praise.

Jesus Himself asked the question "Why?" When He was suffering on
the cross He cried out with a loud voice, "My God, my God, why hast
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thou forsaken me?" The depth of His suffering was surely at this point
when God. his Father left Him alone.

Why had Jesus been forsaken? He had been forsaken so that His people
might never be forsaken, he has taken that punishment for us. No matter
how much trouble or difficulty we have, we have the comfort that the Lord
will never. never leave us or forsake us.

PUZZLE

Who asked the following questions?

1. Why make ye this ado and weep?
2. Why will ye go with me?
3. Why are ye come unto me now when ye are
in distress?
4. Why hast thou thus dealt with us?
5. Why do ye such things?
6. Why art thou alone and no man with thee?
7. Why should he go with thee?
8. Why are ye come up against us?
9. Why do ye these things?

Mark 5.39. :
Ruth l .  I  l .
Judges I1.7. : . '

Luke 2.48. :
I Samuel 2.23. ,
I  Samuel 2l  .  l .  I
II Samuel 13.26,"
Judges 15.10.
Acts 14.15. ,

Jottings on Hebrews
, j

A. V. McCANDLISH "r

Chapter 8 
'""

w.1-6 The magnificence of the priesthood of Christ. ..;

In the preceeding chapter we read of the glory of the priesthood after
the order of Melchisedec. It was eternal, without beginning or end. Death
could not in any way interrupt it or modify it. It was confirmed by the oath
of God. Now we are told that it is just such a high priest that we have:
Jesus is enthroned at the right hand of God in the place of supreme authority
and power. He is there as our high Priest, not in some earthly sanctuary;
but representing us who believe, in the immediate presence of God. This
explains why He is invisible to us now. His ministry is not an earthly one;
but a heavenly. His work on earth was finished when He offered Himself
as the sacrifice for our sins. That work is consummated by His enthronement,
where He is given the more excellent ministry as Mediator of the new
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coverraiii?IF He ,ivdseon earth, we are told, .fr" *oirif,not be a priest.;,
The earthly priesrs offered the sacrifices, and gifts appointed by ihe law;
but these were types and shadows of what God required. Moses was shown
the real eternal pattern, of which all the worship of the tabernacle was a
type. Jesus put all these types and shadows into reality when He offered
Himself as the one perfect sacrifice. Now, as our great high priest, He has
a more excellent ministry. He is the Mediator of a better covenant which
was established on better promises. He is appointed to minister to His
redeemed people all the promises made to us under the new covenant.
ordinarily a covenant is an agreement entered into by two parties. It is
dependent on conditions which are agreed by the two parties, as for example
the covenant that God made with Israel; "And Moses took the book of the
covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they said, all that
the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient." Exod. 24;7.If eitner
should break the conditions, the covenant becomes void. This was the old
covenant that God entered into with Israel. Here in v.6. we are introduced
to the new, or better covenant; the same Greek word is used for covenant;
but it is given a different sense. It is changed to that used of a will. The
reason surely is this, the two parties are not on equal terms in the new
covenant. It is God who provides this relationship with Himself, and states
the terms He requires for it to be effective. In ihort, it is a will and the
terms are made entirely by one person, the testator. This is how the word
is used here, it is God's will, and testament. He carries all the responsibility;
ou_r_relationship to God is given to us solely by the grace of God.
_ Now let us stay for a moment to consider prayerfully the statement that
Jesus is the Mediator of the new covenant. He is now in heaven itself as
God, and Man. He is there to bring all who truly believe into a living
communion and fellowship with God. He is there to make it real to us in
our experience, and to keep us in it. He is there to ensure that we receive,
and live up to all the promises of the new covenant. In v.3, we read, ..it
is of necessity that this Man have somewhat also to offer. " Let us ask Him
to open our eyes to see the spiritual wealth that is offered to us here; and
let us consider how much of it is seen in our lives? 

.;{t
vv.7-13 The new covenant.

The writer to these Hebrews now points out to his readers that this idea
of a new covenant was not something new, and out of harmony with their
own scriptures. The necessity had been seen, and God had promised it to
His people by the mouth of Jeremiah, and here it is quoted in full. Compare
vv.8-12, with Jer. 3l:'31-34. The old covenant had failed because it was
conditioned upon man's obedience to God's law, and man had no power
in himself to give such obedience; the weakness was in man. It had been
seen even while Moses was on Mount Sinai; for the people moved Aaron
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to make them a golden calf, which they worshipped. It was seen again in
the days of Rehoboam when the nation was divided into two kingdoms,
Israel and Judah. The two had never really come together, but here God
says, "I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah." v.8. He would unite those who were divided, and make
them truly one people Israel. v.10. This would be a characteristic of the
new covenant; God would unite those who were in it, who before were
enemies. The fundamental difference between the two covenants.was. that
the old covenant depended upon man's obedience, the new depends solely
upon the faithfulness of God. He said, "I will put My laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts." It would not be an external law which
conflicted with their own desires. God would change them by giving them
a new birth, with a new nature, which would only desire to do what God
commanded. He would give the Holy Spirit to dwell in them, and He would
give all the power they needed to obey God in everything. They would be
so filled with love to God that they would say with the Psalmist, "Oh how
I love Thy law; it is my meditation all the day. " They will not need priests,
or prophets, or any person to mediate between themselves and God. The
Lord Jesus will be their Mediator, and all believers will know God as their
Father, by the Holy Spirit, and be enabled to live in communion and
fellowship with God.

Now see what is said about their sins, "I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no
more." v.12. This is a most amazing statement, how could God say He
would remember them no more? What a contrast to the old covenant where
we read, "In those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins
every year. For it is not possible that the blood ofbulls, and of goats should
take away sins. " Heb. lO;3,4. The sacrifices offered for sin under the old
covenant could not pay the debt ofsin; they were a recognition before God
of the debt, like the payment of interest on a debt. When those sacrifices
were offered, they secured for the offerer a suspension of the sentence,
not the removal of it. They looked forward to the time when Messiah should
come. and as foretold in Isaiah 53, He would offer the one sacrifice which
would pay off the debt. In due time Jesus came, and on Calvary He offered
the One sacrifice for sins for ever. The resurrection was the sign that God
had accepted the death of His Son as sufficient to pay off the debt in full.
As far as God is concerned those sins have ceased to exist, and cannot be
brought again into His remembrance. The Judge has no judicial memory
of them.

203
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A.V.P.V.
The Authorised version Preservation venture recently completed the first

year of its existence.
Concern at the introduction of modern versions to replace the A.V. in

churches and chapels prompted the commencement of this work, as it was
felt that many were accepting the newer versions without giving
consideration to the reliability of the texts from which they came.

The AVPV obtains and publishes suitable literature for free distribution.
Those on the mailing list receive whatever is new at approximately two
monthly intervals, and are encouraged to take further copies to pass on to
others.

The mailing list is growing swiftly and includes pastors, clergy, missions,
societies and overseas friends. Everything is sent out free and without charge
and the Venture relies entirely upon gifts received to keep up with enquiries
for literature.

Details can be obtained from:

A. V. PRESERVATION VENTURE
53 London Road, Chatteris

Cambs. PEl6 6LW.

Trinitarian Bible Society
The need for Russian Scriptures continues to grow. A further reprint of

100,000 Russian Bibles is being undertaken, making atotalof 215,000 since
November. This is in addition to 145,000 Russian New Testaments and
Psalms. Many of these copies are being sent into the Soviet Union by post,
"which is now officially permitted by the Russian government. prayerful
and financial support for this large-scale project is welcomed.

Translation work continues in a number of languages for tribal groups
in Africa and Asian countries. The new translations of the New Testament
into Tumuc and Sara Kaba Naa have now been printed, and the binding
of 12,000 copies has now been completed. Advance copies were taken out
to the Chad Republic in January for a special service of dedication for these
new translations, and they were received with great delight by tribes who
have never had the Word of God in their own tonsue. It is also a matter
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of prayer that Scriptures in Arabic may be more widely spread in the
Muslim countries of North Africa, that the light of the Gospel may penetrate
these lands of spiritual darkness. "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him" (Psalm 126.6\.

"Be still and know that
I am God". Psalm 46

KENNETH ASHWORTH .E

The late Mr. Ashworth was at one the vicar of Woo&ide. Luton

We live in noisy, restless and anxious days and it is not easy to be 'still'

and quiet. Yet what rich blessings we receive if only we will give heed
to God's call to the Psalmist, "be still and know that I am God". How
different is such stillness with God than just whiling away the time in idle
dreams and fantasies.

Certainly the Psalmist derived great blessings and learned rich truths about
God in that time of stillness. Turn with me, if you will, to this Psalm, that
together we may learn with the Psalmist the same truths which will likewise
bring to us great spiritual blessings . . .

Firstly, the Psalmist learned that God was his "refuge and strength".
He was evidently surrounded by dangers, problems and troubles but because
God was his very present help in that trouble he need no longer be afraid
(verses 1-3). Indeed in the presence of God he would find gladness, peace
and security (verses 4-5).

Secondly, he found in the stillness that God was with him, that help was
at hand and he would be secure, however great the raging of the enemy
(verses 6-7).

Finally, he learned that God's cause would triumph - that God would
be exalted far above all those who rejected Him, and indeed God would
be exalted, lifted high, in all the world.

What comfort and encouragement there is for us in these same truths which
we can also claim, as he did in the stillness with God through His Word.

We too are assured that God is our help and strength in every need and
trouble and that His grace is sufficient for us (2 Cor. 12:9). Let us always
turn to Him in every time of trouble, problems or sorrows. He will never
fail us.
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- Then, we-can know as the Psalmist knew that God is always with ui;
we have the promise of the Lord Jesus "I am with you always even unto
the end of the world" (Matt. 28:20).

Furthermore, we can confidently proclaim that God's purpose will not
fail (verses 8-9); He will be exalted in all the world and all men know that
He is God (Rev. l:7); by faith His promises will be fulfilled in our
experience (Phil. 1:6).

May these rich truths from this section of God's Word bring comfort,
peace and hope to us as to the Psalmist of old; for God never changes
(Malachi  3:6) .

Jottings from a
Pilgrim's Notebook

John 7:14-36
.:!:;; ,. The Teaching of the Lord Jesus

It was not until the Feast of Tabernacles was half over that Jesus went
into the temple and began to teach the people. They marvelled at His
knowledge of the Scriptures and His clear exposition, because He had never
studied in their schools. Jesus told them plainly that His teaching was from
God, who sent Him to them.

I believe that there is something here for all who feel called to speak His
message. It is not enough for us to study commentaries or what godly men
have written; we need to be taught by the Holy Spirit. It is only as we receive
His enlightenment that we can go to others as His messengers, He it is who
will give us a spiritual understanding and not just an intellectual knowledge
of the Scriptures. Jesus shows us here the key to a right understanding,
'If any man wil l do His wil l, he shall know of the doctrine' v.17.

If we read without any desire to know God's will and to do it, then such
reading will only serve to condemn us. Let us note also the deadly peril
of speaking from ourselves. All that originates from the old self life is evil;
it never'glorifies God, but is an attempt to exalt self, v.18. It is the ministry
of the Holy Spirit to gloriff Christ and the Father; without Him it is
impossible for us to do so. Hence the commandment to us in Eph. 5:18,'Be filled with the Spirit'. We note there were those who refused to believe
that Jesus came from the Father and that He spoke and acted with His
authority. Some said he was possessed by an evil spirit and the pharisees
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sent the temple police to arrest Him. It is the same today. Whenever Jesus
is set forth as the Son of God and the only Saviour of men, there will be
unbeliefand persecution. Jesus warned us, 'Ifthe world hate you, ye know
that it hated Me before it hated you.'John 15:18 and again, .Woe unto
you when all men speak well of you.' Luke 6:26.

May God keep us faithful to our Lord and ro His Word.

ttHe went not Downward
to the Skv"

-,,: Studies in Elijah

. W. J. McDOWELL

When the time came that the Lord would take Elijah away from this world
into His immediate presence the prophet did not go by the usual route of
physical death. He did not suffer from bodily weakness. There was no
funeral, no grave. As Elisha and he were travelling along, and talking
together, "behold, there appeared a chariot offire, and horses offire, and
parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven"
(2 Kings 2:1-18). "Like Enoch", says Matthew Henry, "he was translated,
that he should not see death; and was (as Mr. Cowley expressed iQ "the

second man that leaped the ditch where all the rest of mankind fell, and
went not downward to the sky".

This glorious finish to Elijah's difficult and dangerous ministry directs
our thoughts to the BLESSING OF UNANSWERED PRAYER. When the
prophet was in a state of despondency he prayed that he might die. "O

Lord", he cried, "take away my life". That request by this mighty man
of prayer was never answered. He departed from this life without dying.
We cannot know what his thoughts were as he soared upward to heaven,
but he could have said to himself: "This is better by far than what I prayed
for in the desert". "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye" he had been
changed. The corruptible had put on incorruption, and the mortal had put
on immortality.

When we pray we should try to remember that the One to Whom we
pray is God, almighty. most wise, most gracious-too wise to err, too
gracious to be unkind. Moses, on one occasion, requested: "If thou deal
thus with me, kil l  me, I pray thee out of hand . . ." (Numbers l l:15).
Jonah, in anger, prayed: "O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me;
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for it is better for me to die than to live" (Jonah 4:3). Both these men
in their disturbed mental state desired immediate death, but the Lord in His
mercy did not grant their petition. They both lived to witness more of His
gracious power. Eventually they died at God's appointed time.

It is always wise to make our requests with the proviso "If if be Thy
will". Moses, Elijah and Jonah were so upset by their experiences that they
forgot to express submission to God's will. But the Lord did not deal with
them after their sins. He forgave them, and gave them a better answer than
they deserved or expected.

"The Lord is very gracious And He doth great compassion show".

Elijah's last earthly journey shows thar THE LORD HAD BEEN
WORKING QUIETLY. Elisha and Elijah travelled from Gilgal to Bethel,
from Bethel to Jericho, and then across the river Jordan-a journey of over
20 miles. They were both well-known public figures, noted for their
adherence to Jehovah. They were not arrested,nor attacked, nor murdered.
They rvent on their way unmolested. What a change from the time when
Elijah had to hide himself for over three years, and 100 of the Lord's servants
were concealed in caves by Obadiah. Bethel was one of the centres of the
worship of Jeroboam's golden calves (l Kings 12:29). Jericho was the city
which had been rebuilt in disobedience to God's command. yet even in
such anti-Jehovah places tiere were at that time companies of the Lord,s
prophets. Ahab and Ahaziah were dead. Jezebel had apparently lost her
power. The Lord is the eternal living God. His enemies are like ..a vapour
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away".

The drought, the fire sent from Heaven on Carmel, the abundant rain
w-ere public and spectacular events, but the recruitment and the training
of the young prophets seems to have gone on almost unnoticed. When
Solomon's temple was being built no sound of hammer, or axe, or any other
tool was heard. The stones were all dressed at the quarry (l Kings 6:7)."It was to be the temple of the God of peace", comments Matthew Henry,"and therefore no iron tool must be heard in it. Quietness and silence both
become and befriend religious exercises: God's work should be done with
as much care and as little noise as may be".

As Elijah disappeared from human view Elisha felt that his departure was
a personal and public loss. " My father", he cried, "my father, the chariot
of Israel, and the horsemen thereof". But when he picked up the cloak that
had fallen from Elijah, and struck the waters of Jordan, and they divided
to the right and to the left, he knew that while Elijah was gone ELIJAH'S
GOD STILL LIVED. It is not wise to measure God's works by human
mathematics, but it is worth noting that Elisha's ministry was longer than
that of Elijah, and that he performed more miracles. Christians sometimes
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say: "Mr. So and So has been taken away. Who is there who can carry
on his work"? Sorrow at the death of a great Christian leader is
understandable, but our sorrow must not be too great, nor too prolonged.
The work is God's work-not ours. If He took away Moses He equipped
Joshua to fill his place. Elisha is brought forward to continue Elijah's work.
God was carrying out His plans before we were born, and He will continue
to do so after we have been taken away, if He does not return in glory.
Our Lord declared: "I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it". It is His Church, not ours. He does the building,
not we.

Some years ago R. B. Kuiper wrote: "Ours is an age of rapid de-
Christianization of the Christian nations. It might seem that the inevitable
outcome will be the ruination of the Christian church. Not so . . . God
will keep adding to the church until all His elect from every nation shall
have been brought in".

"O, where are kings and empires now
Of old that went and came?

But, Lord, thy church is praying yet,
A thousand years the same.

Unshaken as eternal hills,
Immovable she stands,

A mountain that shall fill the earth,
A house not made with hands".

i I l

"Israel, in ancient days,
Not only had a view

Of Sinai in a blaze,
But learned the gospel too;

The types are figures were a glass
In which they saw a Saviour's face"

William Cowper
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JOHN C. FORSHAW
"Therefore thus saith the Lord, If thou return then will I bring these again,
and thou shalt stand before me: and if thou take forth the precious from
the vile, thou shah be as my mouth: let them return unto thee; but return

not thou unto them." Jer. 15:19.

In consideration of this solemn verse of scripture, it is, perhaps desirable
to think of the various aspects of the Father's love, the Son's love and indeed
the love of the Holy Ghost, and the work of the Holy Ghost in saving a
number from lost mankind and making possible this separation:-

( l )
(2)

(3)

(4)

in a past eternity,
in the creation of a perfect world with sinless man upon it, walking
for a time in complete communion with God,
in His mercy inpreserving this poor world and an elect seed, despite
the entrance of sin by the fall,
in the coming of a wonderful Saviour who lived a perfect life and
was crucified at the hands of wicked men, dying in the place of the
remnant whom He had loved.
in rising victorious from the dead, defeating Satan and making
possible, by His death and glorious resurrection, the eventual sure
entrance of all the saints into glory with Him, without sin for ever,
in ascending, after a period when He appeared to certain, to take
His rightful place in glory with His Father, where He "ever liveth
to make intercession for us (Heb. 7:25),
in the quickening into divine life, in time, from Adam's day to this,
all the elect seed, by convincing them, in His sovereignty, of their
lost state and, in His good time, revealing to them the complete
sufficiency of the life, work, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
to save them from their deserved portion,
in their lives, upholding them and enabling them to live a separate
lifu to the glory of God, and helping them in their appointed trials,
causing them to overcome (Rev. 3:5) and "persevere" to the end,
in death, the last great enemy, when He will supply the much-needed
grace and take them to the Heavenly Kingdom, where there will
be no more sin, and the elect will live and reign with their
beloved-Jesus,
Finally, in the consummation of all natural things when Christ shall
come again, not as a little babe, but in all His glory, to judge the

(s)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(e)

(10)
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3v:' world, separating the sheep from the goats on the Judgment Day.

He will reunite already-redeemed and glorified souls with their now-
, perfect bodies, to reign eternally with Christ as His ever-perfect,.

completely happy bride.
The end of those who know not God will be very different. "The

wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.ll;
(Ps.  9:  l7)

As it is not possible to consider in detail all these points in the space
available, we will consider three of them, namely, points 7, 8 and 9 which
relate directly to the earthly life of believers. I

The New Birth.
The text refers in part, to the preaching ofthe Gospel and how necessary

it is that Gospel ministers are appointed by God Himself to that office and
made "faithful stewards. " (l Cor. 4:2). Often, but not always, dead souls
are quickened into life by this instrumentation. How necessary it is, then,
that by God's grace, the Lord's servants are enabled to discriminate and
declare plainly the truth spoken by Jesus Himself-"Ye must be born
again," As well as to be used by their Master for the conviction of sin,
God's servants are used "as a mouthpiece" by God to comfort the remnant
by the revelation of Christ. How important, then, that God's servants
earnestly seek grace to avoid the administration of false consolation, but
that poor, feeling sinners are truly comforted and built up in their most
holy faith.

The "precious" ones are God's elect, brought to feel their need of a
Saviour who God will show them in due course. The "vile" are those who
love not God-"having no hope, and without God in the world." (Eph.
2:12) .

The Life of Faith.
How essential it is that the saints are enabled, by grace, to live a holy,

separate life (although they will always be sinners here below). For this,
a new heart must be given them (2 Cor. 5: l7) so that they are enabled to
bear fruit to God's praise (Jn. l5:4).

A desire is given, by God, to walk carefully before Him in love, and
when that is lacking we prove the truth of the hymnwriter's words:-

"We oft bring mischief on our head, by some unwary step." (Berridge)

Discernment also, so that a believer can discern "between him that serveth
God and him that serveth Him not" (Mal. 3: l8) in the many relationships
of life. Not all who say they are Christians are so in reality and in truth.
When we are compelled to be with the ungodly, grace is needed and that
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inward work of the Holy Ghost so that those without will see that we have"been with Jesus" by our walk and even by our very countenance. Wisdom,
that precious gift, is needed in the decisions to be made and steps to be
taken in this life.

When the Lord sovereignly afflicts us at times, grace is needed to patiently
bear our cross, realizing that there is no matter too small, none too great,
to bring before Him at the mercy seat.

God is perfectly able to supply the many needs, and will do so, to that
people whom he has separated Himself by His goodness and mercy.

Death.
Believers have some good days in their lives, as well as some very trying

ones; but a believer's last day is his best and the Lord will give ..dying

grace for a dying hour. " All must die, but only those in Christ are safe
and sure for eternity. God's people will be able to say "Oh! death, where
is thy sting, Oh! grave, where is thy victory?" (l Cor. 15:55).

All the ten points mentioned previously are part of God's scheme of
salvation, and it is all centred tn love. God's love in eternity is made known
in time and brought to fruition in a state of future bliss.

We are precious and, despite our sins, are comely in His sight. This is
not so of those who know not God. Here is the unspeakably solemn, yet
wonderful, separation which God has effected.

r:;, 
"All hail the power of Jesus' name" .8A

The first verse of this hymn with Shrubsole's tune 'Miles Lane' first
appeared in the Gospel Magazine, in November 1779.lnthe same Magazine
for April 1780 the whole hymn of 8 verses appeared under the title "On

the Resurrection, the Lord is King" "Coronation Hymn". It soon came
into use but in 1787 it appeared in a much altered form in Dr. Rippons
"Selection of Hymns" and it is this adaption of 6 verses that is the received
text in Britain and America. Shrubsole had been a chorister in Canterbury
Cathedral and he wrote the tune for the hymn, which was then only in
manuscript, and doubtless sent it with the first verse to the magazine; and
the name "Miles Lane" was given to it, probably from its use in a Chapel
in Miles Lane, London where Shrubsole was for many years organist...
Few things are more inspiring than the singing of the hymn to this tune
by a great congregation.

(Taken from Canon Duncan's 'Popular Hymns' p86).
DCR.
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ThE Emfte'd Saviodf+t+*icl
. JOHN (RABBI) DUNCAN 1796.1870 

::"And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. And He taid His right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not: I am the first and the last: I am
He thot liveth, and wqs dead: Behold, I am alive for everrnore, Amen; And
have the keys ofhell and of death." Rev. I:17,18.

The gentle and loving John, who had so long and so often lain on the
bosom of Love incarnate, and to whom hadleen vouchsafed. bv the
condescension of Jesus, such familiarity with Him in the days when He
tabernacled amongst us in the likeness of sinful flesh, was now, in his old
age and in banishment for the cause of christ, favoured with a visit of his
exalted Lord, the Son of Man manifesting Himself in such symbols of His
relurrection-glory and ascension-majesty, as weighed down the powers even
of this the beloved and beloving disciple, and made him fall ai the feet of
Jesus as one dead. It was one thing to have known the Man of Sorrows,
acquainted with grief - one thing to have seen, by the teaching of the Holy
Ghost, the glory of the Godhead shining forth in that condescension - and
another to behold the marks of effulgent glory, that dignity inconceivable,
in which Jesus is now exalted.

We should be taught by this that, though we should have faith in Christ
and love to Christ, ardent as John's, we are yet unfitted to bear that weight
of glory which is about to be revealed; and that without supports to us
inconceivable, we should be crushed under the weight of the Redeemer's
glory. We should learn to reverence, adore, and love the Saviour; we should
cultivate a love, deeper than the deepest human love, but removed from
all that is incompatible with the prostration and reverence due to the dignity
and glory of the Saviour. If John fell at His feet as one dead, how little
are we prepared for such displays as He could easily make, but which we
could by no means endure! Jesus loved His servant; He came not to trouble
and to destroy His servant, but to show him, as a mark of honour to His
apostle, and for the permanent benefit of His church, things that must shortly
come to pass. The merciful Saviour laid His right hand upon him, and spake
to him, in words full of cheering and consolation, to revive him, making
known to him that all this splendour of unsupportable brightness and glory,
encircled One Who was still his Ancient Friend - Jesus, ..the same
yesterday, and today, and for ever."

we have set before us the source of support which Christ administered
to His servant, the causes why John should not fear. And as we ourselves,
though not called to see Christ as John saw Him, in prophetic vision, are
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called to behold Him, and may soon be called to behold Him as we never
lgve, i,n stately steps and majestic goings in providence, calculated to inspire,
if not the same degree, the same kind of fear, it may be well for us to po;der
over those supports which Jesus gives as adequate. They are taken from
His own character.
"r arn the First and the Last" Jesus is the Eternal one. This is the first
ground of support, the first dispelment of our alarm - the eternity of christ.
when we look at the multiplicity of things that exist and of events that take
place, at their magnitude and importance, and the apparent disorder and
conflict that often takes place in them, our minds are apt to be thrown off
their balance, and reduced to trepidation and alarm. But Jesus here directs
our view to His unchangeableness: "The First" - Jehovah, the self,existent
God' the same in nature and perfections with the Eternal Father and the
Blessed Spirit - Jehovah, before all and by whose commanding word all
things came into being: "The Last", the great final end of all, for whom
all things were made as well as by whom and in whose glory all will
terminate. This is a consideration which may well stablish the soul. Jesus
is the same through the whole course of time and of events. Ten thousand
changes may occur, and some of these we hail with joy, and call them glad
and prosperous; others we quail before, and view them as bitter, blasiing
adversities. But, change what may, HE is unchangeable. ..His throne is
fixed of old." "From everlasting to everlasting, He is God." We are in
the midst of a changing world, we are changing creatures ourselves, but
our God, our Saviour is unchangeable. "with Him there is no variableness,
neither shadow ofturning." "A glorious high throne from the beginning
is the place of His people's sanctuary;" and from first to last, His unity
ofbeing and ofcharacter gives unity and consistency which we are unable
to read in itself; nor need we care much; we cannot tell what all things
are, and what all things may be, but we know what HE is, - that He is
unchangeably good, wise, holy, gracious, just, - and THAT suffices.

The next ground for confidence is taken from the consideration of christ
as Mediator. "I am He that liveth, and was dead: and, behold, I am alive
for evermore." The words in the Greek are very emphatic. ,,I am the Living
One, and I became dead: and, behold, I am alive for evermore.,'In this
we may say is summed up the whole faith. The whole hope, the whole
stability of the church of God. Jesus directs our attention to Himself as
true and proper God; "I am the Living One." ..As the Father hath life
in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have life in Himself. " No eye
of man, no eye of seraphim can penetrate, indeed, the mystery of the eternal
generation, of the paternal and filial relation of the Godhead; but this we
know, that the very life itself which distinguisheth the Father from all that
is not God by nature, distinguisheth the Son from all that is not God by
nature, - that He is the Eternal Life, who was with the Father and was

t .

:a

'::

::a

'i.
F;
b:
g

F,''r
L'
E
b
9"

F-
t :

E
[ '

Fi

F



V=

The Gospel Mdgazffie 2ts

manifested unto us - the Word that in the beginning was with God, and
was God, in whom is life - that life the light of men- Jesus is THE Living
one. He hath life in Himself, underived. He is the well-spring of all derived
life. Life is natural, essentially natural to Him. Even in death He lived.
He was the Living God, and to Him as God, death could never make an
approach. He was the Living one when He expired, and all the living beings
living with whatever kind of life, were upheld in life by Him, evei at that
very moment when, committing His spirit into the hands of the Father, He
bowed His head and gave up the ghost. "Jehovah is the true God: He is
the living God, and an everlasting King." It is the glory of the church that
she can now avow, that God hath died and bought the church with His own
blood. It is so a new blessedness to know that "the everlasting God, the
Lord, the creator of the ends of the earth fainteth not, neithei is weary,
there is no searching of His understanding;" that "God over all is blessed
for ever;" and that to Eternal Divinity death can never draw nigh. ..I am
the Living One, and I became dead." HE became dead; the Living One
became dead. He who then lived and could not die, as regarded His
Godhead, HE, as regarded His manhood, DIED; HE HIMSEaF, the Son
of God, when He Himself ''bare our sins in His own body on the tree. "
It was thus that God bought the church with His own blood. He became
dead. This, then, is tle second basis of the Church's faith and hope. The
first is Christ's essential Godhead, the second is His death as Midiator.
The third basis of the church's confidence is His resurrection rife, never
to be followed by any death. "And, behold, I am alive for evermore.',
Death had an apparent, Jesus had the real victory. .,Through death He
destroyed him that had the power of death. " He entered into the domains
of death, but it was to grapple and to slay. Death had reigned hitherto, from
Adam to Moses, and downward; death assaulted Christ, for death was
permitted, because justice found Christ standing in the room of sinners:
and death did for a little gnaw through the bands which united the soul and
the body of our Lord to one another. But death was unable to affect His
real work. Death's work is to separate, to separate entirely, not only man's
body from his soul, but to separate man from God. But here death could
effect nothing on the hypostatical union which bound the soul of christ to
the Godhead, and the body of Christ to the Godhead. It was our l,ord and
our God who was with the pardoned thief that day in paradise. It was our
Lord and God who lay in Joseph of Arimathea's tomb. Our Lord and God
- that blessed soul, not separated from the Eternal Deity - that blessed
body not separated from the Eternal Godhead - this union remained entire,
and death was vanquished. It was impossible that He should be holden by
the bands of death. Justice was satisfied when He poured out His soul unto
the death and soon that body and that soul, each united hypostatically, still
subsisted in the Person of the Son of God, came together, and He rose again.
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He rose victorious: death could not hold Him. Thus the Church findeth

the last enemy already subdued. We have, in a risen Saviour, the proofs

of a power beyond the most dreaded of all hostile powers - the power

of death. "He is alive for evermore." In that He was crucified, He was

crucified in weakness; in that He liveth, He liveth by the power of God;

in that He died once, He died for sin; death hath no more dominion over

Him. "He is therefore able to save unto the uttermost all who come unto
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them. " He

then, who is the First and the Last, is also the Living One who became
dead, and is alive again for everrnore. We are not called to contemplate
abstractly His eternal and unchangeable Godhead, but to consider it as
possessed by Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God with us - the only Mediator
between God and men. the Man Christ Jesus.

And then, connected with this, Jesus hath "the keys of hell and of death."

He hath the keys of the unseen state, for the word involves not only what
we call hell, the state of those dying unbelieving and impenitent, but the

state of men, of disembodied spirits, both of those who are reserved in chains

ofdarkness, and ofthose who have departed and have gone to be with Christ.
He hath the disposal of soul and of body; the disposal of the soul and its

state, the disposal of soul and body both, at the time of the resurrection.
He hath the keys of the unseen state, and thus hath power to dispose of

souls - power to shut the gate of hell, and to open the gate of glory -

power to repel, and to cast from Him, and to refuse a place - to cast from

His tribunal down to everlasting destruction. "He is the one lawgiver, who

is able to save and to destroy." He hath power to keep in the grave whilst

it pleases Him; power to bring from this prison-house into glory, to the

everlasting mansions; power to raise to dishonour and send back into eternal

fire. He ii the universal disposer of man's state - of man's state here, of

man's state at death, and throughout eternity. This, then, is another cause

why we should not fear. There is One who hath more power than hell,.more
power than death. What is stronger than death than the grave, than the pit

with her devouring mouth? The most terrible thing about man's power is,

that he hath power to kill the body, but after that he hath no more that he

can do. But it is because Jesus hath a power beyond this - it is because

He both died and revived, and rose again, that He might be Lord both of

the quick and dead - that, trusting in Him, there is no cause for fear.

Another reason for confidence is, that Jesus hath intimate knowledge

of, and right of direction and government in, all the proceedings of

divine providence. We have no cause to be alarmed because the feebleness

ofour understandings cannot penetrate very far into the relations ofexisting

events, or at all into the obsCurity of coming events; for the whole chain

of things, from the beginning to the end, is known to the Lord Jesus. Many

and awful are the events which are written down in this book, which is
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an epitome of the providence of Gd, from the time of the vision till the
time of the consunmation of all things, a dark and mysterious, and originally
a sealed book. John did weep much, because no man was found worthy
to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon; but he was comforted
by the anouncement that "the Lion of the tribe of Judah had prevailed to
open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. " Jesus knows all events
- manages all events. Were there aught beyond His cognizance, or
inspection, or control, were it but the least thing possible, then, indeed,
had we cause of trepidation and alarm. But all things that are, and all things
that shall be hereafter, all are well known to Christ - all managed by Christ,
and managed in a way which, though His poor, silly people do not always
sufficiently see, is yet working by His administration, working for His glory,
and for their good. The devil and the wicked world are doing, and will
do, all in their power against the Church; such is their intention, and such
the direct nature of their operations, conducted with great cunning and
carried on with awful strength. Yet the operations of devils and wicked
men are but part and parcel of that one mystery of "Him who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will" by which His intentions for the
highest advancement of His own glory, and the greatest good of His believing
people, shall be promoted. It matters not to me, then, that I know not how
to trace eyents, or scan what is likely to take place, in case of this event,
or that event. Had I the care of myself, did I take care of myself, these
things might be my care. But fruitless is it all, and needless; enough to know
that He knows all, that He governs all, and that His very purposes are in
all things being accomplished.

The last source of support and consolation to which our attention is here
directed, is the presence of Christ in His Church. "The mystery of the
seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels ofthe seven churches; and the
seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches. Unto the angel
of the church of Ephesus write: These things saith He that holdeth the seven
stars in His right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks." He who is the Eternal God, the Living One, the Mediator,
who was dead and is alive again and who hath at His girdle suspended the
keys of hell and of death, opening, and none shutting, and shutting, and
none opening, He who knows all events as Meditator, conducts and manages
all events, having the universe at His disposal, hath His walking place in
the midst of the seven candlesticks, supporting the seven stars in His right
hand. Christ is universal Lord. He is so as Head of His Church, and for
His Church's benefit. Would we know why the world is governed? It is
for the glory of God in His Church. "God hath made Him Head over all
things for His body, the Church. " Jesus is present - present in His Church,
as He is not in the world. As eternal God He filleth immensitv with His

t
I



218 The Gospel Magazltie

presence; but as Mediatol 
- the living head of influences to His people

- He is peculiarly, -y:tt^"4ly, but really, with His Church. According
to His word He hath not left His people orphans; He hath come to us. ..He
is with us alway, even unto the end of tlie world." His candlesticks He
hath placed, with the light which is from heaven. with the light of His Spirit
and gospel hath He kindled up these to give light unto the-world. He who
is the Light hath kindled that light, and put itln the candlesticks, and He
w^alks among them. He who is the bright and morning Star, yea, the Sun
of Righteousness, hath, in the heaven of uis church, flaced'tle shrs, and
His hand upholds them. He who counteth the number bf the stars, upholds
them by the greatness ofr{is strength - not one faileth - having imparted
and mainlaining the simple law of gravitation, by which they keep-and move
in their places. But His own supernatural ageniy hath placed thi evangelic
stars in the celestial firmament of His church. It is ro that it hath pleased
Him to communicate light in a dark world - to shine in their hearts, giving
by them, as well as to them, the light of the knowledge of the gtory oiCoa,
in the face of Jesus christ. Jesus, then, the Light of the wo-rld, walks in
the midst of these luminaries, the seven stars which His right hand upholds,
and the seven golden candlesticks. Therefore, we are called not io fear.

There are various lessons to be learned from this presence and inspection
of c_hrist. In one point of view arises the inferenci, that we should fear,
f-or Jesus is present, walking amidst the candlesticks to inspect; and He is
displeased when any of. these begin to shine dimly, *trin ttre light is
obscured, and when it is in danger of becoming extin;t. Even then H! will
not put out the candle; but there is still cause of fear, lest He remove the
candlestick out ofits place. The heavenly light shall never be extinguished,
but its place and position may be changed. And we therefore haie cause
to fear, not that the kingdom of God should become extinct, but lest it should
be taken from us, and given to a nation that would bring forth the fruits of it.

But whilst we have tlus cause of holy jealousy, we have in His presence
cause ofconfidence against all hostile attacks - all other rou."e, of fear.
He, who is in the midst of the candle-sticks, may remove a candlestick where
it is not giving light, but He will not suffer Satan, or all the power of hell,
to extinguish a candle which is answering its purpose, and giving light to
those around. sooner may the arm of human violence stretcliitseii oit and
pluck the material stars from the high spheres in which they revolve, than
they shall be able to pluck these stars out ofheaven ecclesiistical in which
Messiah hath set them. who shall pluck His stars out of His hand? There
is no fear of them, then - no fear, in this.respect, of the humblest and
m€anest of the people of God. Not merely of the stars, which are the angels
of the seven churches, but of each disciple, christ says, "None is abl"e to
pluck them out of My hand."
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Let us therefore beware of base timidity. Let us not fear; the fear of
man worketh a snare. Let us hear Christ's encouragement to one of these
churches, "Fear none ofthose things which thou shalt suffer; behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days; be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life. " Fear, Believer! What have we to do with fear? "Let us
sanctiry the Lord God oflsrael in our hearts, and let Him be our fear, and
our dread; and He will be a little sanctuary unto us." Fear the devil! Fear
the world! I would hold it base scorn to fear. Fear the devil when Christ
hath conquered him! Ah, he is much to be feared, if we depart in aught
from Christ. Let us then be afraid. And much is the world, ay, and the
weakest thing that is in it, to be feared then. But humbly believing in, and
faithfully following that One mighty to save, "Who hath conquered
principalities and powers and made a show of them openly, triumphing over
them" let us never fear. We are called to be soldiers - good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, We may fear rebellion - fear mutiny - fear provoking the
Captain of our salvation, but under His guidance, following Him, whom
shall we fear? What is our calling? Is it not wrestling 'not with flesh and
blood, but with principalities, powers, the rulers of the darkness of this
.world, and spiritual wickedness in high places?" Let us not fear; Jesus hath
taught us "in patience to possess our souls." Let us not be foolish.

Let us not say, "There will be no evil days - no tribulation." There
will be tribulation. There will be evil days. The days are yet coming, of
which Christ hath warned us, come they soon, come they late, that tlere
have not been such from the foundation of the world. These things are to
be counted upon; our minds are to be made up; thus are we in patience
to possess our souls. Let us not fear - why should we? What can men
do to us? They can kill us; after that they have no more that they can do.
We know their worst, and it is not very bad. They cannot touch the "life

that is hid with Christ in God." They cannot send soul and body to hell.
They cannot keep us in the grave. They can kill us, but "neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord."

ONLY LET US BE HUMBLE. Let us seek to abound in that fear of
ihe t ord which is the beginning of wisdom, and in diffidence as to our own
resolutions, and our own strength; yea, diffident of going to future trials
and duties in the strength of grace already imparted, "Let us be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His might," strong in the strength not yet
communicated, but wrapt up, in the promise, "My grace is sufficient for
thee; My strength is made perfect in weakness." Let us at all times seek
to have Jesus much in view; and let us ,seek in times of difficulty and
perplexity to gather this from them, that we do the more simply look unto
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Him. Then, "out of the eater shail come sweetness;" our afflictions shall
be real and exalted blessings, and we shall have to say, ..It is good for
us that we have been afflicted."

The Shepherd of the Sheep
ISA A. BUCKLEY

one of the greatest tragedies of our day is the number of church leaders
and ministers who deny the Bible and its ilear teachings with regard to raittr
and morals. This is no n"* thing. we have such people described for us
in the Bible itself.
zechariah ll:17. woe to the IDLE shepherd that leaveth the flock.
Job 13: 4. But ye are FORGERS of LIES, ye are pHySICIANS

of NO VALUE.

. what,a_description of so much that is called religion to-day. Having
departed from the truth of God, men forge their own"ideas or a"..gJ;' in
their own likeness, and feed the souls of men and women on poison"instead
of the healing truth of Scripture.

with what relief we turn to consider our Lord Jesus christ who is the
Good Shepherd and the Great physician.

John l0:14. I AM THE GOOD SHE2HERD, and know My sheep, and
am known of mine.

John l0:4. And when He putteth forth His own sheep, HE GOETH
BEFORE rhem, and the sheep follow Him: for they know
His voice.

There is_no path in life that the Lord asks us to go that He has not already"gone.before", 
be it poverty, hunger, roneliness, temptation, the hatred

and spite of others or bereavement, or anything else. How genily He leads
His people according to age and ability-

Some years ago we were walking in the Forest of Dean when a shepherd
appeared. He stood in a clearing and seemed to me to sing a lovely little
tune, and as we watched, in answer to his call, sheep cami trotting from
all.directions along the little paths and gathered .ound him. They kn-ew his
volce.

John l0:ll. I AM THE GooD SHE?HERD.'the good shepherd giveth
His life for the sheep.

It is not unknown for a human shepherd to die for his sheep - but here
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we have the Son of God, THE GOOD SHEPHERD, dying on behalf of
sinful men and women, boys and girls.

Hebrews 13:20. Our Lord Jesus Christ the GREAT SHEPHERD of the
sheep.

I Peter 2:25. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned
unto the SHEPHERD and overseer of your souls.

I Peter 5: 4. When the CHIEF SHEPHERD shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Our Lord is not only the GOOD SHEPHERD, but He is the CHIEF
SHEPHERD and the GREAT SHEPHERD, and for any sinful man to seek
these titles for himself is surely blasphemy.

The Psalmist had learned not only that the Lord is THE GOOD
SHEPHERD but that he could say THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD. May
this be true of each one of us.

"See Israel's gentle Shepherd stands, with all-engaging charms:
'Hark! how He calls the tender lambs and folds them in His arms.
"Permit them to approach," He cries, "nor scorn their humble name";
For 'twas to bless such souls as these the Lord of angels came. 

,
The feeblest lamb amid the flock shall be its Shepherd's care, .,:{
While folded in the Saviour's arms, we're safe from every snare..l

Ye little flock, with pleasure hear; ye children, seek His face: i
And fly with transport to receive the blessings of His grace." :i,'

Hymn by Philip Doddridge.

? ' ,

"You must not always expect the wind to be at your back all the way
to heaven" - Willilam Tiptaft. 

. _
' J  i -

, i6

"The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching
of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners,
and of building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto
salvation"-Westminster Shorter Catechism.

Ltt

I



m The Goispel Magazine

& A Thrffiffi ifi Heai?€n
A sermon preached by the late Ernest Roe 

:
"And immediately I was in the Spirit: and, behotd, a throne was set in
heaven, and One sat on the throne. And He that sat was to look upon like
a jasper and a sardine stone; and there was a rainbow round about the
throne, in sight like unto an emerald." Rev. 4; vs. 2 & 3.

This is one of those scriptures that is a kind of a fixture on one's mind.
I have no doubt that some of you have Scriptures that in years past were
nailed in your heart by certain events, and even today you connecfthe event
with that particular Scripture.

Now we know that God speaks to one by His own Word. There is all
the difference in the world between reading it and God speaking to one
through it.

This verse takes me back to the Spring of the year l9lg. It was then,
of course, the time of the First world war. This particular morning in March
19l8 I was walking with a dear old friend from Denmark Hill, camberwell,
London, down to the Surrey Tabernacle, Walworth Road, where I was then
Pastor to take the usual morning service, and on this particular morning
when we reached Camberwell Green and came to the firit Newspaper Shop
the Placards were out - "Terrible Disaster on the Field of Aciion. " The
German offensive that had long been expected had taken place and the Fifth
Army was rolled up like a piece of tissue paper and it looked as if it would
only be a matter of a week or two and the war would terminate in Germany
having the victory. The depression that was over that part of London you
could feel and when we got along lower down the walworth Road seeing
all the Placards outside the Newspaper Shops all at once this Scripture came
thumping into my soul, "I saw a throne set in heaven." I went straight
away to the pulpit and preached from it, and the Lord only knows I could
never have done that in ordinary conditions.

It is nice to have Scriptures that have been a real old landmark in the
years that are past. I know modernism in religion today has no time for
this, just because it has no experience of the Word of God being made life
and power in the soul. Let a man have something of that in his experience
he is settled; he is established; he knows, and he wants to know more. But
thank God for that Scripture. If God has spoken once to you through a
Scripture He has not changed and He will not change. That Scripture will
hold good all your journey through. He will never run away from it, never
break it, never alter it. Ifyou can put your foot firm down on one Scripture
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that has been put into your heart by the hand of Divine fove bless Him for
it. Let the devil do what he will, you bless God for'ihat one Scripture!

t t i

PATMOS

I John was in a lonely spot in the Isle of patmos, and he had these visions
or unfoldings of God in order to convey them to the seven churches. , .John
to the seven churches which are in Asia." And he was ordered by God
to write what he had seen and to send it to those churches. Surely then the
seven churches were benefited by what John wrote and sent to them. I will
admit there is much in this book I do not understand, but I am quite certain
that it was not such a mysterious book to the seven churches to whom it
was first sent. Take note oftheir position. Those seven churches were under
the hand of a persecuting tyrant, the Roman Empire. They knew what it
was to suffer the loss of all things for what they professed. Now God,
through John, sent them this mysterious book (as it is to us), and it must
have been a real solace to them and they would have understood it better
perhaps than we do now. I am satisfied of one point that the unfoldings
that John here gives in this book had a great bearing on the Roman power
thal was then persecuting the church of God, John himself being an bbject
of their persecution - banished to Patmos - and John is unfoldins to ihem.
I feel sure, primarily, the overthrow of that terrible Empire known-as Rome
Pagan. In that case it would be of great interest to the people of God. They
would see like we might have seen in l9l8 and later on in the Second world
War God overthrow a treacherous, villainous enemy. We would rejoice
- so did they. Rome in the time of John was absolutely pagan and ii was
one vast Empire and it looked as if it might last for ever, but eventually
it was divided into two parts known as the Eastern and western Empire,
and by slow degrees historically the Empire was overthrown in the East
and west and eventually became dead. wouldn't it be a joy to those people
in Ephesus and the resi of the seven churches in Asia Mino. to sie that
God was going to overthrow their mighty persecutor in His own time? I
am sure that is its primary meaning.

Now, whatever there may be in a secondary stage yet to come that I leave.
I make no pretence to peer into the future. Thank God there is a throne
set in heaven that will deal with the future. I have given you as I think the
first and the primary meaning and setting of the words. John in patmos
- the church in Asia Minor is in trouble because of a terrible persecuting
power but John sends them these visions which God gave to him that they
should realise all was well - it would all end rieht.

(.IN THE SPIRIT" i
Now let us look as we are helped at this, ..And immediately I was in

the Spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven." Now John sees this

I
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because he is in the Spirit. You read ofthat expression in the first chapter.
I do not know exactly what it means but I cannot but feel sure it means
that he was so enveloped in the power of the Holy Ghost that he no longer
was an ordinary man looking at things with an ordinary eye, analysing things
with an ordinary natural mind, but the Holy Ghost had taken hold of him
and he was swallowed up, in God. I suppose none of us can say we have
had anything like that in the degree of it, but in a very tiny measure I think
some do have that experience on occasions. The Holy Ghost can so envelop
your mind when you are sunk very low maybe and yet before you are aware
your miseries are all gone - your darkness is blotted out - you really
are another creature. For a few moments you have been carried away by
some incoming of the Word of God to your heart that has just set you loose
like "a hind let loose" from all that worried you and you are able to say
in your heart, "It is all right; I shall win through by God's grace," and
you bless Him in anticipation of the event which you are so sure will come
to pass. Well, thank God for a little of being in the Spirit on the Lord's
Day or any other day. It was this Spirit's power that directed John from
Rome Pagan - his own persecution - to the throne of God set in heaven.
"The Heaven is My throne." (Isaiah 66;1) What a superb expression! It
amazes me that people cannot love the Bible for its language specially those
who pretend to be so learned. How is it they cannot see the beauty of the
phraseology of the Divine Word, to say nothing of its spiritual application?
"The Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool." (Isaiah 66;l)
As though God should say, "Heaven, the infinite spaces, call them heaven,
call them what you will, I rule them. " ''Earth, well, it is a mere footstool
to Me. " Just as you kick your footstool about just how you choose, so God
Almighty can take up the affairs of the vast world and manage them as a
boy can his whipping top. "Heaven is My throne." It is subject to His
infinite wisdom, power and justice and truth in every respect, and will be
till time shall be no more. Now that is the great remedy for our troubles,
fellow-believer.

I can picture John. He must at times have sat down and wept his heart
out, so to say, in that lonely Isle of Patmos - no preaching any more -
and you know he was so greatly loved and valued when he was preaching,
and the love and affection between his people and him, it was beautiful
love. "Love as brethren" (1 Peter 3;8) and John would preach to them
again and again, "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." I John 3;l). Now
he cannot preach to them and they cannot talk to him - no interchange
of brotherly love and affection now - a lonely, solitary man - I can picture
him sitting down and most likely having a good cry over it, because he
was only a man, left to himself. "Why should God allow this? Why did
He not stop it? He could have stopped the Romans from sending me here,

*

*

;

*

7
E

t=

r*

n



The Gospel Magazine 225

taking me from my ministry and from my people, why is it?" Well, as
often as we get into that strait, sitting down poring over our case and asking
those questions - "why- why- why?" you want more than me to fetch
you out, but I know what can fetch you out, the power of the Holy Ghost
as it did with John. If only the Holy Spirit would touch your mind then
and say, "Look away from this; look up; there is a God in heaven. " Well,
He rules there. Angels and Hierarchies there are all subject to Him and
on earth, "Look all around and see all things are subject to My control."
Would not that do something for you? To see that hand that sways
everything. It would be a solace. Well, the Holy Ghost can do this.

THE THRONE
John saw the throne then. The throne is a symbol of sovereignty, rule,

justice, power, wisdom. He saw this set. "Justice and judgment are the
habitation" (or the establishment) "of Thy throne. " (Psalm 89;14) God's
throne is so differently established from that of any man's. Many men have
established tlieir throne through blood-shed, assassination and what not,
but you notice that they very frequently come to the same end themselves
- the law of retribution - that law follows them up. But when the throne
is established on justice, equity, holiness, purity, in short, what is right,
that throne will stand.

"Righteousness exalteth a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people."
(Proverbs 14;34). How much more does righteousness exalt and establish
the throne of the eternal God! It is set. Nothing will shake it. Nothing will
vary it, and, if ever you are enabled to lay your case at that throne (for
it is a throne of grace as well as a throne of power and justice) you know
you have a great relief. That throne does not vary. That throne listens to
your petition, takes it in, registers it, and in His own time that throne will
send the reply. You trust; you wait. He has never been known to fail yet
and never will.

JASPER
"I saw a throne set in heaven" and "Behold" what follows? "One sat

on the throne and He that sat on the throne was to look upon like a jasper
and a sardine stone." A jasper. This is a stone of various colours, and it
may well point to the great variety of the perfections of the nature of the
God we have to do with. His infinity - what a word! Infinity - we do
not know what it means; we cannot know because we are finite, limited
creatures. You have to deal with an infinite God. You and I in our dilemmas
we mentally work out the way we think God will be very likely to work
for us and we are looking for Him to come in a certain way, but God just
ignores us and He takes His own course. There are no lack of resources
with Him, none whatever, blessed be God. How often this is illustrated
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in the lives and experiences of His own people. That poor widowffiFrh
at zarephath who was likely to be starving, how wai she going to live?"The barrel of meal shall not waste, neitheishall the cruse oToil?ail, until
the day thar the Lord sendeth rain upon earth.,' (I Kings, 17;14). It
your barrel is empty God can fill it. He is not behind hand 

-with 
ways and

means and power. The trouble is we do not trust Him as much as we should
do. we "limit the Holy one of Israel." we bind Him to ou, ptunr, uut
we should not. Infinite perfection - what a blessed thing that is io be sure.
Sometimes you may be. afraid that His mercy is not bi-g enough for your
case. Do not dream such a thing. while I would not hkE you tlo think that
mercy is cheap - mercy- is a valuable thing to have come to you _ but
no-one has sinned beyond the mercy of God yet. "The mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him" (psalm io:;rzl
and that desire we have in our heart for His mercy to come unto us is because
of the reverential fear He has put in our heart, and I tell you, though I do
p! ry it to cheapen sin, but to encourage you, because I lnow whai satan
is like, what unbelief is like. They all ian combine to make you and me
say-there is no hope. "I am lost. " you are not. There is hope. wfiy? B""uur"
of the infinitude of the mercy of God in christ Jesus. There is not a character
that live_s, and he might live till he draws almost his last breath, but even
then if God puts that thought in his heart to cry for mercy, the infinitude
of_lle mercy of God will reach that man. We must not limit His mercy.

well, all His perfections are in the same dimension. Infinite love, infrnite
power, infinite truth, infinite justice, infinite holiness. This is the iasper
stone - the stone of varied colours - picturing God in the variety oi *uy,
through which He works to accomplish His own will and pleasuie. If you
have lived long enough you have seen that varied work.^you have seen
the mercy of God in one instance in His power, in another His holiness,
and in another His justice, and so distinctly and emphatically they are brought
before us as we travel through our path. various events are used of God
to open up His own character in all its own diversified aspects and you
are lost in the wonder of the God that you have on the throne - a jasper
stone.

SARDINE
Then it was like a sardine stone. That is more of the blood red colour,

and I should say it would represent strongly in this connection the purity,
the holiness of God. The purity. "Just and true are Thy ways, rhou rlng
of saints. " (Rev.l5;3). This will have to be admitted even by.the enemies
of God sooner or later for to go further along in this book we find that
the beast, whatever that may represent, Rome pagan, Rome papal, or
communism as some today seem to stress, I leave iiall - I do not know.
All that I know is that it represents some ugly beastly power that will one
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day persecute the people of God again, yet in the end they will be brought
down to acknowledge, "Just and true are all Thy ways, Thou King of
saints. " Even when the bottomless pit shuts its mouth upon His adversaries
- a most solemn thing to talk about - but even from there they will have
to exclaim, "God is holy; God is just in what He has done. " He is acquitted
of all wrong doing even by His bitterest enemies. And sometimes you get
a glimpse of that holiness of His in the government with regard to your
own little life. Some of you may have had some strange things happen to
you in the past - things you do not talk about to anyone, but you have
had singular displays of God exhibiting the dreadfulness of His righteousness
and holiness in his vindication of what was right and that does not make
you feel proud and vain-glorious - you tremble beneath the beauty of that
power of God that rules in all events.

RAINBOW
Now there is another important thing to touch upon. "There was a rainbow

round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald." The rainbow is a
figure of the covenant. We have read about it. Briefly it is this. God made
a promise after the flood that never again would He destroy the earth in
that way, and He set His bow in the cloud as a sign that He would never
do it and there it remains to this day. Well now, you cannot have the rainbow
without the sun. The rainbow is really the reflection of the beams of the
sun upon a thin watery cloud, so there must be the sun shining before we
can see the bow in the cloud. And you cannot have the covenant ofgrace
without Jesus Christ. He is the Surety of the covenant. He is the responsible
Person to execute it. He is the Mediator of it, through Whom the blessings
come, and He is the Messenger of it as we see in Malachi 3; I . He brings
us the information about it. He opens the truth of it to us. Without Christ
there is no covenant of grace. And then, of course, every time you get a
glimmer of Christ in your heart in His Word you have got a glimmer of
the covenant of grace. You may not have noticed it in that way. As sure
as Christ shines through His Word in a sinner's heart to lift him up and
encourage him, so surely that sinner may rest assured he is interested in
the covenant of eternal grace. "My covenant will I not break, nor alter
the thing that is gone out of My lips." (Psalm 89;34) And this encircles
the throne. You cannot get to God without this covenant. There is no
approach to God without Christ who is all that covenant symbolises and
God cannot come to me without coming via the rainbow, via the covenant,
via Jesus Christ. In all the approaches He makes to you, whether it be by
a slight touch or by a powerful discovery to you of His Person, it is a proof
of your being in that covenant of which He is the Sponsor and Mediator.
You will never be able to fly into heaven to read your name in the covenant.
You do not want to if what I am saying is true. Every gracious visit of

:
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God to you and you to Him in prayer is because you have an interest in
that covenant of grace.

EMERALD
Now, once more, this is like unto an emerald. Green is the prevailing

colour in the rainbow, as everyone knows, and what a beautiful "o'lou, g.""n
is! when we had all that snow for a long time a year or so ago we could
not bear the whiteness ofit. It did not suit the eyes, but you n"i", get tired
ofthe_ green grass. That never affects your eyesight wrongly. whati mercy
it is that God has made the prevailing colour in the covenant - in otner
words - new, fresh - never get tired of looking at the covenant. The
eyesight never suffers any complaint through looki-ng at the verdancy that
is to be seen in the covenant of grace. when you get every attribute of
Jehovah blending in the person of christ who is th" cou"nunt, and the
Covenanl 

.Sealer, why it does you good to see your name, as it were,
inscribed in the Lamb's fair Book of Life, becaus-e you have been able to
visit God via the covenant, and God visits you likewise. what a mercy!
We must leave it there. Amen.

"Ye ought to please God" 1 Thess. 4:1
Nothing can be more reasonable. Nothing can be more profitable. He

is our Father. He continually consults our *elfa.e. He has made provision
for all our wants. He seeks to profit us, and we ought to seekio please
Him. Do you realise the importance of preasing cod? Do you deiire to
please Him, to please Him well in all things? Then rest alone fbr acceptance
on the finished work of christ. Believe the love that He hath to you. Approach
His throne often, but always expecting to be heard and answered^for the
sake of Jesus. consult His word to ascertain His will, and whenever vou
discover anything ro be rhe will of God, do it; do it promptly; do it
cheerfully; do it just because He requires it; do it without asking why it
is required; do it with a view to please Him. Bow with submissi6n to all
the dispensations of His providence and endeavour to centre all vour desires.
plans and aims in this one object, to glorify Him. This will please Him.
You ought to please Him, you owe Him so much, you expect so much from
Him, and you have professed so much.

"My soul THIS point pursue,
Make THIS thy business here,

. Thy God to please, His will to do,
In faith, with love and fear."

t
F.
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Eleetiori' -rf*

PETER KING (Stanford. Beds)

The Bible teaches that in eternity past a great election took place and was
enshrined in the Covenant of Grace. Our Lord Jesus Christ was chosen
(elected) to take on the great task of Salvation and His Church was chosen
in Him. "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you". John 15.16. I
suggest that in any election there are at least seven major features which
must be considered and these will form the basis of our study into this
doctrine as we associate them first with our Lord and then with ourselves.

(l) The task to be performed
(2) Ituowledge
(3) Suitability
(4) WiUingnqss
(5) Capability
(6) Acceptability
(7) Publicity

Using this structure we shall attempt to delve
Scripture:

(a) The doctrine of the election of our Lord
(b) The election of His Church as individual members

Let us cast our minds back into eternity past when, Scripture clearly
declares, that there was a council held by the Trinity. At this time a number
that no man can number was chosen to be the Bride of Christ. "Thine they
were and Thou gavest them Me." They were sinners to be born into this
world, and the task of salvation had to be planned to save them from their
sins. The fall of man, being foreseen by God, meant that no one would
be worthy of such a place in the family of God, so a substitute must be
found who would take their sin and receive the just punishment that God
must mete out. He who is of pure eyes cannot look upon sin but being just
requires the punishment to be inflicted on a rebel race. rir:_-.i:-... .;.1

. ;
The Doctrine Of The Election Of Our Lord . j,

l. The Task To Be Performed. .,;.
Here are an untold number of chosen beings needed to be cleansed of

their unrighteousness, and themselves unable to do it. The saving of souls
is the immediate problem. How can it be done? Who is sufficient for such
a tremendous work? Matthew clearly says that this is why Jesus came "To

save His people from their sins" and Mark continues "To call sinners to

j t '  t t 1 ,  !  . . : a

into'two great truths of
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repentance". The eternal salvation of His church was our Lord's sreat
commission. This was also the Father's will for our Lord said He Jame
to do His Father's business.

"Before all worlds, the glorious plan,
The blessed eternal deed,

Was settled by the eternal Three,
That Christ for man should bleed."

2. Knowledge

The definition of a task is insufficient to perform it. An in-depth knowledge
is essential, and this is where our Lord was eminently equipped. Beingin
thecouncil meeting in eternity past, He knew exactly whaiwas requiied.
He had Himself set out the requirements, and now in human form He brought
that knowledge with Him, for He said "They shall be mine when I make
up my jewels."

John tells us that "Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that
believed not, and who should betray Him" John 6.64. what a 

-burden 
that

must have been to have to work alongside someone knowing that one day
He would turn on you and betray you. perhaps we should learn from this
that our patience needs to be sustained so that we can do the same and so
emulate our Lord. we do not have perfect knowledge, but we find it difficult
to work with some people, and they with us. He also knew each individual
member of the Church. We are not saved en masse, but as beloved sons
of God. Bless God for a personal salvation.

3. Suitability

The great task of salvation needed such a great Saviour that only Jesus
christ could have achieved the grand result. The sacrifice needed had to
be perfect, separate from sinners. God the Father cannot look upon sin,
and so any blemish in our substitute would invalidate the substitution. but
Jesus was undefiled and knew no sin. Yet He became sin for us, and so
fulfilled the law in every part. "They found no cause of death in Him"
Acts 13.28 for He is the "Image of God" and faithful to Him that appointed
Him. When He was reviled He reviled not again but bore His load with
endurance. If we could but love Him more, and see what a great Saviour
we have, our lives would be so different. Let us not only see what we are
saved from, or indeed saved to, but by whom the salvation came.

4. Willingness 
tLi i

Our Lord was not only a suitable Saviour but a willing sacrifice. In the
old covenant the person bringing the lamb for an offering brought a free-
will offering. In that word free-will is contained an element of willingness.
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No compulsion was needed but an open heart and tender spirit. Jesus said"Lo I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me" psalm 40.7.
Wllling to suffer, bleed and die, the just for the unjust. Not only was He
willing to die but willing to learn obedience Hebrews 5.g. It was necessu*
for Him so to learn, so that He could be an High priest able to be touchei
with the feeling of our infirmities. A son is in subjection to a Father, and
He as the Son of God was subject to His Father's Divine will.

5. Capability

. The willingness of Jesus christ is coupled with His capability. How was
it that the Son of God was capable of living and dying is a min? He took
not upon Himself the nature of angels but of the seed of Abraham. Thus
He was capable of standing in for us. Not only so, but He had power from
His Father. His authority over sin and therefore over death He now sives
to us, through the Spirit by the New Birth. Thus we become joint--heirs
with Him. The wonderful relationship with His Father clinched the attributes
needed for the test of suitability to be passed. ..I and my Father are one"
John 10.30 is a formidable statement against the Devil's kingdom, and we
rejoice to know He overcame his dominion.

6. Acceptability

As we noticed in the introduction, even if all the previous attributes were
valid and overwhelmingly true, and they are in our Lord's case, if the
candidate for election is not acceptable to the people, all is in vain. psalm
89. 19 teaches us that our Lord was one chosen out of the people. A people's
christ. No one could have been more suitable or more acceptable. we read
that "He ran and worshipped Him" Mark 5.6. "For He taught them as
one having authority", Matthew 7.29 He attracted the people and was
attractive to the people. The common people heard him gladly. Almost
inevitably the self righteous despised Him and the rulers soughi occasion
against Him. How much that applies today. Those who desire justice and
fair play are so often picked on and made to feel a spectacle in society.
It is our strength to show no malice when reviled but to see how our sreat
exampled dealt with similar circumstances.

7. Publicity

Lastly we come to publicity. "Go ye therefore and teach all nations"
Matthew 28.19. The sound of the Gospel made known throughout the world
was our Lord's last commission to His followers. "Having the everlasting
Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to everv nation.
and kindred, and tongue, and people. " Revelation 14.6 andto the uttermost
parts of the earth. No greater news can be proclaimed. No greater need
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has any man than to know this truth, that the Lord Jestt's christ, chosen
from all eternity, full of grace and truth, perfect and holy, faithful to His
Father and in union with His Father, came as the accepiable sacrifice to
save His people from their sins.

The Doctrine Of The Election Of His Church " .
1. The Task

using the same structure, we shall now examine the doctrine of election
as it applies to the christian. Scripture tells us that we are elect according
to the foreknowledge of God. To do what? A great commission was given
our Lord and the same applies to us. we are not elected to a sinecul but
to serve the Lord in meekness Acts 20.19. In serving others we shall serve
Him and if the Holy Ghost be pleased to bless our wbrk we shall win sours
Proverbs 11.30 and be wise.

2. Knowledge

we can only learn of this through our intimate study of His word, in
contrast to Jesus christ who knew from the beginning. He needed no teacher
being a teacher Himself. we have the Holy Spirii who shall reveal our
commission if we ask Him. The world has no Care about the salvation of
souls but we have a responsibility to work for our Lord. How can we
understand the duties to be done? The Spirit of Truth as John 16. 13 tells
us will guide us into all truth as he speaks of the Lord Jesus christ. christ
Himself declares plainly in John l7 that He has "Given unto us the words
the Father gave to Him' ' and the Father gave the commandmen t John 12.49 .
The Trinity is totally involved in the revelation of the knowledse of our task
as believers. .what greater foundation could we build our liie upon? No
better revelation can we have for we have a word more sure than the urim
and Thummin of the Old Testament.

3. Suitability

As sinners it must be amazing to us all that we should be remotely'
associated with the thought of suitability. who is sufficient for these thinss?
we must remember that being born again changes a person so that h; is
a new creature, and one aspect of this is to "Make us kings and priests
unto God" Revelation I.6. This must put us into an intercessory and ruling
position. we can pray for others as priests, and also bring the sacrifice ol
praise . We have power over sin not to be under its poweiany more. How
can this be? Paul tells us in Romans 8. that "we are conformed to the image
of His Son" and there lies the key to our suitability. If we are like Him
we are suitable. This conformity comes from the redeeming power of His
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grace. I Peter 1.18. But alas can we live up to it? Indeed not, but through
Him that loved us we shall do exploits.

4. Willingness

To be suitable and knowledgeable has no meaning without a willing [eart.
Isaiah speaks.thus "If ye are willing and obedient'; Isaiah l.19. This again
is not found in any of us by nature but musr be put into us uy ttre spi.it.
Only the Power of God can promote a willing mind to ,"ruL Hi-.'Th"
Psalmist knew this and psalm 110.3 foretoldihe result. ..They shall be
ylt!ry in the day of His power." This openness of hearr must not be
inhibited by our own barriers, b.ut.w-9 ought to be ready to serve seeing
we know not what time our Lord shall return. No christian can be forced
into the Lord's service. The love of christ constrains and if this is not there
no amount of rules and regulations will produce that willing heart but rather
destroy it.

5. Capability

As we saw earlier this is not the same as suitability. The latter is the
outworking of the former. The christian may be born again and thus made
suitable, but if he does nothing but hides his talent in-a napkin, how can
he be seen to be capable? As the parable indicates, the salvation of the soul
is not at stake, but the closeness to the Lord most certainly is. How then
is this capability brought out? spiritual power is manifest in the believer
ln the way he reacts for as Isaiah says "They shall run and not be weary"
Isaiah 40.31. The unbeliever says'curse God and die'when trouble for
the Gospel's sake is all around, but the believer, like Bunyan's fire, has
a fresh supply of Holy Ghost oil which overcomes the buikets of water
from the world and sadly from fellow believers too sometimes. This is God's
supply Phil 4.19 and is according to His riches in glory which we shall
never fathom.

6. Acceptability

Many people nowadays come up against personality clashes. Even
amongst believers this disease of our time raises its ugly head. To overcome
this we often know not how. Walk in the light as Ae is in the light, so
shall our acceptability be seen. Be a companion of them that fear God, rsah
119.63 and of them that keep His precepts. We are in Christ, and as He
is seen in us so our fellowship will be in the Gospel phil. 1.5. worldly
connections and social fellowship may have their piace even in a christian
community, but an established fellowship is alone based on spiritual union.

7. Publicity

As our Lord went away, He said "Go ye into all the world." The last

t
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rung of our seven step ladder is publicity. Not ourselves but the truth that
is in us. Matthew 5.14 teaches of a city set upon a hill that cannot be hid,
and Paul speaks of an epistle seen and read oi all men. what do the world
see when they see us? Sometimes we have to say .I dread to think', but
the problem can be solved. Those that witnessed the first persecution of
the church and heard the boldness of peter saw "They had been with Jesus. "
Here is the crowning part of our own profession, being with Him in word,
in thought, and in deed. without this we are nothing, but through Him and
by Him our election is sure, our knowledge perfect, our suitability precious,
our willingness ready and capability spiritual. we are ac""pted in th"
beloved, therefore let us go forth bearing precious seed and cbme to our
heavenly home bringing our sheaves with us.

"Chosen of Him ere time began, i

We chose Him in return."

_ The climax of this great election will be when all take their place in glory.
Do you look forward to that day, christian? No more sin, no -orei"urr,
for ever with the Lord. Press on, the victory has been won and we shall
be there. Amen.

A Warning to Heed
"While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. ,,Matt.2i,5

Oh that I may be roused out of my slumber and be watchful and ready
against the coming of my Bridegroom! How many are there that set out
in good earnest in their way to heaven and run well for some time, but
at last are lulled to rest and entangled again with a false notion of liberty!
Even the wise virgins fell asleep. Let this be a warning to me, O Lord.
Set Thou a guard before my eyes, ears and other faculties, lest the world
again should enter through these avenues of the heart. If the spark be not
speedily extinguished it will soon break out into a flame: thus sin is of a
progressive nature, and its venom spreads very quickly and very wide, unless
it be stopped and opposed in time.

Watch, therefore, over this unsteady heart of mine, O Thou Keeper of
Israel, that as soon as it begins to wander from Thee, I may be alirmed
to flee from sin as from a serpent. Give me grace to look upon every hour
as my last, so that being ever wisely upon my guard, I may meet Thee with
joy when my time is run out, whenever it shall please Thee to call me hence.

C. H. V. Bogatzky
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BOOK REVTBWS

The Art of Divine Contentment. Thomas Boston. Free Presbyterian
Publications. Glasgow. pp 109.

The Puritan Thomas Boston preached in his Church, St Stephen's,
Wallbrook, on the text, "I have learned in whatsoever state I am therewith
to be content." (Phil. 4.11)., and then expanded it into this book. Through
generations since this book has been a comfort and strength to multitudes
and the message is much needed to meet the stress and strains of our own
day. It is full of good Bible Study and guidance.

A short quote as an appetiser: "We are not to content ourselves with
little grace. Grace is the best blessing. True grace is always progressive;
as the saints are called lamps and stars, in regard to their light, so trees
of righteousness in regard to their growth... A true christian grows in beauty.
Grace is the best complexion of the soul. A true christian grows in sweetness.
The believer grows as the flower, he casts a fragrancy and perfume. ...
A true christian grows in strength... the longer he grows, the more he
incorporates into Christ... He grows into the exercise of this grace."

It will make an excellent gift for a new, or an established believer.

w. J. P.

How Life Began. L. R. Croft. Evangelical Press, pp 176. f4.95.
Dr Croft is a Lecturer at Salford University, after studying at Nottingham

and Oxford, in the Biological Sciences.
In this book he discusses the origin and nature of life and its chemistry.

He points out the ever widening gaps in the theory of evolution. In the last
few years a dramatic transformation in our understanding of the living cell,
the basic unit of life, has occurred. "To-day", he says, "a fairminded
scientist will conceed that even the simplest cell is so complex at molecular
level, that it is not unlikely, but impossible, that an ancestral form could
have arisen by chance alone."

In the course of his argument he considers 'primeval soup', molecular
chirality, the genetic code, the unbridgable gaps, panspermia, and theories
of extra terrestrial life. He concludes that special creation is demanded to
explain molecular inter-relationships; the loss of traits; the absence of
intermediate biologies; and the lack of molecular diversity.

Some readers may find it difficult without a good dictionary, but it is
first class for students, and those trained in science.

w. J. P.
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The Life and L,ettersof Benjamin Morgan palmer. T. C. Johnson.The Banner of Truth Trust. Fp. 633 haribact. flf.95.
B' M. Palmer, (1818 to lgozt, will be recognised as the author andcompiler of the five volume set of the Life, Letteis, and writings of J. H.Thornwell, his predecessor in columbia S.c. Later he *u, ro?-+iy"u^

the Pastor of the First presbyterian Church, New Orleans
As a preacher he was looked upon as one of the best of the century. Asa Pastor he matched his doctrinal brthodoxy with a life or unutemlstre'o anahumble service to his people in visiting and tactrul counselring. on." r,"

had concluded that the Bible was the word of God, tt" guu"ii-r"r topreaching the Gospel,,and teaching men how to live Uy it. 
---

His standards were those of the *estminster confessiln, as interpreted
by Thornwell and Dabney before him. But he was equally at home in the
company of the Lawyers, philosophers, and the Staiesmen, as with the
humblest members of his church. He systematicaily visited :+o famities
a.y.ear for 25 years. In l85g when the plague took 5,000 of his fellow
citizens-, he constantly entered fever stri&ei horn"r, and in the words of
a Jewish rabbi 'he got the heart as well as the ear of New orleans. Mencould not resist one who gave himself to such a ministrv.,
^ In.this biography we also see him as the prayerful father of a christian
family-under deep afflictions.-He lost his son, itr"n rour daughters, u"Jn""ily
his wife. He was always able to weep with those who iept, ana show afaith firmly fixed on our heavenly Father.

This is an inspiring vorume foi christian workers and students.

w. J. P.
"Your Gift of Administration", Ted W. Engstrom (172 pp., Marc
Europe, M.75).

__ Tlq Author - past president of youth For Christ International and
world Vision International - states the reason for this book: ,,My
purpose is twofold; to help official leaders to develop and strengthen
their administrative eif19; to help gifted leaders becomi more thor:ough
and effective in their official and administrative responsibilities". From
his own deep sense of God's call and his many years experience in
administrative capacities, he offers valuable and spirituil counsel,
which all who have executive responsibilities in bbth i".uiui uno
christian organisations - especialry the ratter - will rina ctrattenjing
and encouraging. He sets a very high standard, which many of us wJuld
contemplate with trepidation as idealistic, but we will all agree with him
that no standard can be too high for a christian workerl Secretaries,
Directors, and Ministers should obtain this book - it may help
transform Your work! 

H. J. w. L.
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Christian Experience. Donald MacDonald. The Banner of Truth.
Hardback. Pp 147. f5.95.

This attractive volume includes plates, coloured and black, of Ness and
Inverness, and the author, together with fourteen lengthy sennons on Gospel
Themes by Donald MacDonald, recorded from tapes.

Converted in Ness on the island of Lewes, during a period of revival
in the 1920s, Mr MacDonald ministered first to the Church in Urray, Easter
Ross, and then to the Free Greyfriars Church, in Inverness. He had a deep
understanding of every side of spiritual experience, and this comes out well
in these sermons. They are full of simple direct, gospel statements as well
as Highland anecdote and straight talk. His ministry was possibly without
parallel in spiritual blessing and growth in the Free Church this century.

w.J.P.

Jude. Thomas Manton. A Geneva Series Commentary. The Banner
of Truth. Hardback. Pp 376. f,6.50.

This book could be a boon to Bible Readers, as the short Epistle covers
almost every aspect of Christian experienie in both Church and world.
Manton is able to relate this microcosm to the whole counsel of God, and
so the reader becomes a Bible student.

For the preacher it is a treasure house of homiletics, strong meat, and
style, for teaching courses.

Manton was the Rector of St Paul's, Covent Garden, where he shared
in work on the Westminster Confession, and the Savoy Conference. At the
Restoration, he declined the Deanery of Rochester, and was ejected from
St Paul's for Nonconformity. Archbishop Usher called him 'one of the best
Preachers in England" 

w. J. P.

Seek and Find. Carine MacKenzie. Christian Focus publications.
Illustrated by Catherine Miller Ellis. Pp 64. tl.gi.

I recommend this good collection of short talks for children on various
subjects from Examinations to Sports Day or The Old Bailey to the Church
in China. The large print makes the collection easy to read for the 8-ll
year olds for whom it is intended, though I suspect the stories will appeal
most to ministers and Sunday School superintendents searching for ideas
for the Children's slot in the morning service. There are Bible searching
questions at the end of each chapter, probably more suitable for the older
ones.

I
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Life and Hymns of John Cennick: Edited by J. n. Broome. Gospet
Standard Publications. 230pp. f5.40.

We are grateful to the publishers for this delightful volume-a companion
to their previous publications relating to A. M. Toplady and Anne Steele.

The book does not claim to give a biography of John Cennick-only an
outline or introduction to a man who has been forgotten by the church at
large. Until a more extensive work is published this book will serve a
real need.

The original title of John Cennick's work read "Sacred Hymns for the
Children of God in the days of their Pilgrimage"-no better description
could be found than this. M. H.

Human Nature in its Fourfold State. Thomas Boston. The Banner
of Truth Trust. Pp506. f8.95.

Here is a further reprint of a Christian classic. In this famous work Boston
expounds man's relationship with God-in innocence, sin, grace and glory.

Dr. Thomas McCrie said that the "Four fold State" had contributed more
than any other work to mould the religious sentiments of the Scottish people.

This book has stood the test of time-it needs no recommendation! We
are delighted to see it in print again.

M.H.

The Tongue - Our Measure. Simo Raievic. The Banner of Truth
Trust. Pp 62. f1.50.

l.anguage is a simple form of self expression. It is the measure of the
quality of our inner relationship to God. The tongue may be unbridled or
bridled. Based on James 1.26, these chapters show the essential nature of
true religion to be, not a formality, but a spiritual power in life, acting as
a bridle for the tongue.

The message is very searching, true to the Gospel, and suitable for all
ages. The Gospel includes the great redeeming acts of Christ, and also the
application of them to our individual lives. He says "We need the Lord
Jesus to cleanse us with his blood, his Spirit, and his Word. " True religion
must bring about a changed life, and this is not moralising or legalism, but
finding God, and his salvation.

Simo is a minister in S. E. Yugoslavia, and has several books to his credit.
It is good to have this one translated into English, as it will broaden the
outlook of the reader to see the unity of the faith worldwide.

w. J. P.
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MINISTRY

BIDEFORD, Devon - North Road Chapel.
Reformed Ministry. A.V. Christian Hymns.
LORD'S DAY 10.45 a.m. 6.30 o.m.
Minister: W. H. Molland.

WATTISHAM CHAPEL. Suffolk.
Evangelical and Reformed Services each
LORD's DAY 10.45: 2.30: 6.3O. Metrical
Psalms and hymns. AV only used. Minister's
telephone Bildeston'140236.

When we read the Bible we must
always remember that, like the holy
waters seen by Ezekiel, it is, in some
places up to the ankles; in others up
to the knees; In others up to the loins;
and, in some, c river too deep to be
fathomed, and that cannot be passed
over. There is light enough to guide
the humble and teachable to heaven,
and obscurity enough to confound
the unbeliever.

( f rom Richard Ceci l 's
"Remains", edited by Josiah Pratt,
1842.\
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Book Reviews - continued

God Cares. Brian Edwards. The Evangelical Press of Wales, Bridgend,
Glam.

This is a quality production of 79 pages in good print, very suitable for
those who are in troubles.

There are four chapters, all based on Psalm 106. The first persuades of
the goodness of God. The second explains how God's people sometimes
lose their assurance of this goodness. The third sets in contrast, the sad
state of the church to-day and the holy witness to which God calls us. The
fourth enforces God's promise to hear our cry, and to honour his covenant.

The message is faithful to the Gospel, and will be a comfort to many,
as well as being a challenge to all of us to be faithful.

The attractive cover picture is of a Blacknecked swan, with her cygnets.

w.J.P.


