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Editorial
More than once in the Book of Judges we read that "every man did that

which was right in his own eyes". The consequence of this was that they
did "evil in the sight of the Lord". The Bible elsewhere reminds us that
"there is a way which seemeth right unto a man but the end thereof are
the ways of death".

At the present time we are passing through days of great confusion -

in politics, morals and society in general. This is clearly seen in the violence,
comrption, double-talk and the selfishness of our age. Men are clearly doing
what is right in their own unenlightened eyes. Many, furthermore, have
cast off all restraint and rebel against all authority. God's Name is frequently
blasphemed on radio and television, those in authority ignoring all protests
against such abuse.

We can only hope to prosper as a nation when we give God His rightful
place and seek to live by His Law. In every age "righteousness exalteth
a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people". The Psalmist was inspired
to say "Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord". How we need, as
a nation, to return to the Lord and His righteous ways, to repent of our
sin. As a nation we have to confess that "we have erred and strayed from
Thy ways like lost sheep". The nation, of course, is made up of individuals
and we must therefore each of us examine our hearts. Man's greatest
problem today, as ever, is himself. Truly, as the prophet said "the heart
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked" (Jeremiah l7:9).

In these critical times the message of the Gospel needs to be sounded
out clearly and without timidity; with urgency and zeal. We must relate
the unchanging Word of the living God to a changing world.

The times through which are passing are indeed depressing but the believer
need not be cast down. These are days of challenge. Christ still reigns.
God is still sovereign and ultimately to Him every knee shall bow.

?. "His kingdom cannot fail;
E'. He rules o'er earth and heaven:
. The keys of death and hell

Are to our Saviour given;
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice,
Rejoice; again I say, rejoice."

r93
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Enoch's Remarkable
Testimony
A sermon by the Editor

"By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death and was
not found because God had translated him. For before his translation

he had this testimony that he pleased God." Heb. lI:5

I think it is true to say that Enoch is one of the least spectacular and yet
at the same time one of the most godly men of the Old Testament and, in
all, eight verses tell us all we can know for certain regarding Enoch, six
verses in Genesis 5, one verse in the Epistle of Jude and the text which
is before us. It would seem that when the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews
sat down to write this great chapter on faith that he had open before him
the Book of Genesis. He was anxious to accumulate evidence that faith was
not something new, that faith was the motivating principle of all believers
who had gone before. No doubt when he read through the hfth chapter he
found it rather doleful reading until he came across Enoch of whom we
read he walked with God and lived with God day by day in close fellowship.

Now little is known about Enoch but what we do know about him is
sufhcient to set him apart from all his contemporaries. People in those days
lived much longer than they do today but it would appear that many of them
lived to little or no purpose, but Enoch is a great exception, "He walked
with God" and "he pleased God", and so the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews was immediately arrested when he came across this reference to
Enoch that "he walked with God and he was not because God took him"
and Enoch could not have achieved this only by active, living faith. Faith
was the real principle in the life of Enoch.

If you look closely at the references in Genesis 5 to Enoch you will find
he was not a man who would have been voted by his contemporaries to
be the most likely to go down in history, and also there was a contemporary
of the same name, Enoch the son of Cain. Now he was outstanding by
worldly standards. The hrst city mentioned in the Bible is named after him.
He would have been one who would have gone down in history, but our
Enoch (if I may refer to him as such) was probably quite unnoticed in his
own day. He had no city named after him. We do not read that he had a
noble heritage or that he had great gifts or a great personality and yet he
is the one we all know about because it was by faith that he was translated
and he pleased God. One writer says - "he was unnoticed until he was
missed" - and his genius was this "He walked with God." Let us consider
three things about him.

I

I
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FIRST - His Exquisite Fellowship - "He walked wirh God." In Amos
we read the question, "Can two walk together unless they be agreed?"
When you look back into the beginning of Genesis you find that wonderful
picture presented to us of God walking with man in the cool of the day.
God walked with man in Eden but sin intervened and the promising
fellowship was ruined, but now God had found another companion. He
walked with Enoch and it is a lovely phrase, "Enoch walked with God."
It is a vivid Hebrew way of describing his godly, saintly life. So we can
say of Enoch that he was the greatest saint and prophet and witness in the
Antediluvian world. Now in Genesis it says "Enoch walked with God.,'
That phrase is translated in the Septuagint as "Enoch pleased God" and
that is the wording we have in the Epistle to the Hebrews. But basically
he was a believer. His faith looked beyond the present to the promise of
redemption, to the glory that should follow and, more than that, he was
a consistent believer. God was tremendously real to Enoch. Notice, we are
not told that Enoch pleased his friends, and that can be rather hard to do
at times. Nor does it say that Enoch pleased his relatives, and that can be
even harder, but "Enoch pleased God" and that is something any of us
can do if we are believers and if we walk by faith. Now, pleasing God in
Enoch's day was no easier than in our own day. There is not the remotest
truth in the notion that it was easier to believe in God in a generation that
is gone. Enoch did not find it easy, but he continued his testimony. His
was a continuous daily walk and it was Enoch walking with God, not God
walking with Enoch at the pace that Enoch set. No, Enoch did not seek
to run ahead of God and he did not drag behind, and each step was taken
under the direction of God. He walked with God in spite of prevailing
wickedness that surrounded him and it tells us this truth 

- 
that our

circumstances are not an impediment to the grace of God. Enoch sets the
example that in all conditions of life and in the most unfavourable
circumstances it is possible to live in close touch with God.

"He walked with God and he pleased God."

, Now we need to ask when did he begin the life of faith? We get a clue
in Genesis 5:22, "Encn,,h walked with God after that he begat Methuselah. "
It seems that after the birth of his firstborn child this was the beginning
of his spiritual pilgrimage - he became a new man. Dr. Alexander whvte
says that it was then that Enoch's heart overflowed and his tender noLle
heart never went back from God. Sometimes the joys of life can lead to
conversion, to the beginning of a spiritual encounter, as it was here with
Enoch in the birth of Methuselah. It was certainly the case with Alexander
Dallas, the Founder of the Irish church Missions. It was when his firstborn
child arrived that the beginning of spiritual life commenced, God spoke
to him. Sometimes it is sorrows and afflictions that God uses to brins men
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to Himself and many, like the prodigal son, come to the end of their tether

or get into straitened circumstances before they are ready to seek the Lord

and find Him in His own good time. ' '"

SECOND - His Exceptional Faith. "He walked with God" and we may
be sure that he talked with God, that he talked to his invisible Companion
and told Him all the secrets of his heart, and, notice the next verse in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, it says, "Without faith it is impossible to please

God, for he that cometh to God must believe that He is and that He is the
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." We may be sure that Enoch
was one who sought God.

Enoch's faith was not marked by some great act of faith like Abraham
who was told, "Take now thy son, thy only son Isaac, and get thee to the
Mount of Moriah. " There was nothing of that in the life of Enoch as far
as we know. But his life of faith was marked by a consistent walk with
God throughout his mature years. No great event is singled out, but that
which stands out is the quality of his life, and it was maintained on a high
level of spirituality throughout the prime of manhood. Yes, while youth

is the ideal time for people to seek the Lord He can be found at other times.
Now Enoch's life of faith lasted the whole of life. There might have been

some of his relatives when they heard of his spiritual encounter, of the effect
that his firstborn had upon him, they might have thought it would not last,
just as people do today in similar circumstances. But it did last. A genuine
work of God always does last, as says the Apostle, "He which hath begun
a good work in you will continue it until the day of Jesus Christ." Yes,
it lasted until that dramatic day when "Enoch was not for God took him."

There is something else to notice concerning Enoch and his exceptional
faith. In the Book of Genesis we are told that "he begat other sons and
daughters." He was no monk or mystic. He undertook the responsibility
of parenthood, and his spiritual life was maintained in spite of anxieties
and cares and responsibilities of home life and this shows us that added
responsibility is no hindrance to growth in grace. There was a consistent
discharge of common duties. It shows us that anyone's home can become
a 'Bethel' a 'house of God' and that wherever we are it is possible to serve
God and walk with God. Enoch had his business commitments too. He had
joys and sorrows; he was not immune from them, but he was enabled in
them all through his faith.

Enoch's faith was not just of a passive variety. It was very much an active
one, because Jude tells us that he was a preacher ofrighteousness and that
he rebuked the immorality of his nation. God not only loved to walk with
him but He entrusted him with a great message and Enoch spoke with
authority, but he firmly believed what he had to proclaim because he had
received the information first hand. He was a fearless preacher and witness,

I
I
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and he not only denounced the prevalent wickedness of his day but he
foretold the second coming of christ "Behold He cometh with ten ihousand
of his saints," coming in judgment at the end of the world. Do not run
away with the idea that Enoch's life and ministry was maintained without
effort. I am sure it was not. He had to contend with the opposition of the
world, the flesh and the devil, but he was enabled through it all by this
simple secret, BY FAITH.

THIRD - Enoch's Eternal Fame. How did Enoch's life of faith end?
It is put so simply like this, "He was not for God took him," or, as it is
put in the Epistle to the Hebrews, "He was translated that he should not
see death." You see, when life ended here, the fellowship was continued
hereafter. It went on in heaven directly it finished on earth. And what
wonderful reticence there is here in describing this stupendous event, ..He
was not for God took him," and in how calm a tone the Bible speaks of
its supernatural events. "He was translated that he should not see death.,'
Probably the men of the city searched high and low for the missing preacher;
all kinds of rumours circulated concerning his strange disappeirance and
yet they never found him. Maybe they had organised search parties but they
were unable to find him because they were unable to look in ihe right place.
"He was not for God took him," and he was with God. ue ctringea nis
place, in other words, but not his company. As he walked with 6od on
earth so he did hereafter. Enoch was changed as those will be chansed who
?1" gly" at the coming again of Christ. Oh that moving chapter] t Cor.
15,- "Behsld 

I tftg* you a mystery, we shall not all stlep, Uut we shall
all be changed." Enoch was changed. ..He was not.,' He was taken. ..He
was translated that he should not see death." Now Enoch's exception to
the law of death was to the ancient world what the translation of Elijah was
to Israel, and what the resurrection of christ does completely for us. It
brought the future life into the realm of fact and took it out bf the dim region
of speculation. How thankful we should be that we live this side of the cioss
and the Resurrection, that we can say with the Apostle paul, ..christ hath
abolished death and brought life and immortaiity to ligtrt through the
Gospel." The end of a life of faith, the end of a life *itking witi coo
is UNION WITH HIM HEREAFTER.

What a wonderful man Enoch was, a man of exquisite fellowship with
God, of exceptional faith and at the end his eternai fame. God toot hh
and he was not. "He had this testimony that he pleased God. " Bishop-fuyto,
smith, chaplain General during the First world war used ,oo'"ii-", ,o
say to people he met, "Have you got the testimony?" and quite a few of
them were bewildered. They said, "Sir, what do you mean?" Then he would
show them the verse in the Epistle to the Hebiews and say, ,.Have you
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got the testimony of Enoch that he pleased God?"
Well, says the hYmn,

"'When we walk with God in the light of His Word,

What a glory He sheds on our way'
While we do His good will He abides with us still,

And with all who will trust and obey."

And also f William CowPer:-

'Oh for a closer walk with God
A calm and heavenly frame^ +'fl; ;Hl'}"" l3T,iTffi i"

All of us need a closer walk with God, that we may approximate more

to the standard of Enoch who walked with God and who pleased God. May

that be our testimony likewise that we walk with Him and bring pleasure

to His heart. for His Name's sake, Amen.
M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

, i

HOTEL FIRE

The loud ringing of a bell aroused the man sleeping soundly in the

comfortable bed on the seventh floor of the modern hotel. "What's that?"

he thought. "I am so tired. I'll just ignore it. It will stop soon."
The alarm bell was followed by a loud insistent knocking on the bedroom

door. "Get out quickly. There is a fire." The warning of danger could

not be ignored.
Each one of us is in danger if we do not listen to the warnings of the

word of God. 'How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?' Just

neglecting or ignoring God's salvation will lead to our spiritual death.
On hearing the warning to get out of the hotel, the temptation was to

gather up all his belongings. "lrave these behind. You have not got time,"

the staff insisted.
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How like us too. we want to hang on to certain practices and attractions
rather than forsaking everything and fleeing for our lives to the Lord Jesus.
Many things can keep us back from escaping to the Lord.

Out in the corridor the smell of smoke was apparent. This confirmed
without doubt that there was indeed danger. Perhaps we do not believe the
warnings of the preacher or the word of God, but sometimes our danser
is brought home to us. Perhaps a young friend dies or a loved one becories
ill. "What if it were me?" we wonder.

Along at the end of tlte corridor was the lift. "Isn't that the quickest and
best way to get down to the ground floor and out to safety?" the man thought.
"No! That's a death-trap. You must use the fire escape," advised another
frightened guest.

How often we think we know the best way to gain eternal life. I will
live a good life. I will read the Bible twice a day. I will go to church as
often as I can.

If we are trusting in these things, good as they certainly are, we will perish.
There is only one way of escape and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. He said
"I am the way...... no man comes to the Father but by me."

Down the fire escape and out into the fresh air and safety. what a reliefl
what relief and peace we experience when we have escaped to the Lord

Jesus and trust in Him alone for salvation. In Him alone is safetv and
security.

, PUZZLE

Find the missing words:-
1. our God whom we serve, is able to deliver us from the F -

burning fiery _. Daniel 3.17.
2. I will thee and teach thee in the way which I _

thou shalt go. Psalm 32.8
3. O Lord, my strength and my fortress, and my R _

in the day of affliction. Jeremiah 16.19.
4. l-et us lay aside weight and the sin which E -

doth so easily beset us. Hebrews 12.1
5. Depart from me, ye cursed, into _ fire, E _

prepared for the devil and his angels. Matthew 25.41.
6. How shall we escape if we neglect so great S _

Hebrews 2.3
The bush burned with frre and the bush was not

Exodus 3.2.
I am come that they might have life, and that they
might have it more John 10.10
Be ye therefore sober and watch unto
I Peter 4.7 .

-I

8 .

9 .

C -

A -

P -
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10. For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
life throush Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 6.23

E - , l
. l

I
l i' r
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The Song of Moses
A Sermon on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Retreat from Dunkirk

Our Scripture reading is from the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters of
Exodus, describing the escape of Israel from captivity in Egypt. There is
a certain similarity between their crossing the Red Sea, and the British Army
withdrawal from Dunkirk across the North Sea. Both were national
deliverances, rightly celebrated.

Because the Bible is God's revelation of Himself to all peoples, we shall
learn appropriate lessons for ourselves. God saved Israel because He had
a purpose for them. He also had a purpose for us. In part it consists of
maintaining high standards of freedom, justice, education, peace,
brotherhood, care and pity in the world.

A Song of God's Sovereignty
Besides being a Song of Deliverance, Moses' Song was also a Song of

God's Sovereignty. "I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. The Lord
is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God
and I will prepare him a habitation; my father's God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is his name. The Lord shall reign for
ever and ever." Let us learn afresh that God is the sovereign ruler of the
whole world. The great men of history have known this. Churchill knew this.

Remember Nebuchadnezzar,Kingof Babylon. When he exalted himself,
he had bad dreams, and a fearful illness. Daniel interpreted the dreams,
the King understood, was healed, and made this confession: (Dan.4.34-7 .)
"I Nebuchadrezzar lifted up mine eyes to heaven, and I blessed the most
High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion
is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:
And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doth
according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of
the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say to him, What doest thou?
Now I, Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol the king ofheaven, all whose works
are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able

I
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to abase. " Paul, the Apostle, also knew of God's soVereignty, and translated
it into individual and personal terms for men of all nations. He said,
(Rom.8.28-30) "We know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose. For whom
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them
he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

Let us take another look at Israel in God's purpose. They were God's
chosen examples of the potential of His blessing and preservation, and also
of the misery of disobedience like theirs.

The prophet Ezekiel spoke God's word to them, and to us: (18.30-32.)
"I willjudge you, O house ofIsrael, every one according to his ways, saith
the Lord God. Repent and turn yourselves from all your transgressions;
so iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your
transgressions, and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will
ye die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth, saith the Lord God; wherefore turn ourselves and live ye. " But Israel
rejected the Messiah when He came.

Yet God is faithful to His convenant promise. In Matt. 24, Jesus outlined
the signs of the time when he should come again to reign. In v.34 He said,
"Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass till all these things
be fulfilled." Because He also spoke of the destruction of Jerusalem, which
occurred in 70 A.D. many have thought that he expected to come then.
But He meant that the Jewish race should not perish till He came. Otner
kings, and Empires have come and gone, but Israel is still with us! When
He comes they may again by faith be grafted into the Church of the Living
God. Meanwhile they are his prophetic sign to all nations.

A Song of Salvation i
The Song of Moses is also a Song of Salvation, and what it could mean

for everyman. Paul said in I cor. 10.2. that the crossing of the Red Sea
was like a baptism of the whole nation. In contrast thetgyptians were
all drowned. Jesus taught that all who believe in Him, that is. trust Him.
will find deliverance and peace; as they go through the storms of life.

Let me tell you of Franz Wagner, a young Austrian Jew, a music student,
whose family were all shot before him, in the holocaust that followed Hitler's
invasion of Austria. Franz was castrated and left to die with the corpses.
A christian underground group rescued him and nursed him to health. Then
they passed him down an escape route to palestine. There the Jewish
university gave him a music scholarship. In gratitude to his friends Franz
felt attracted to christianity. They gave him a Bible to read, and shortly
he announced that he was a christian. For this his schorarship was cancelled,

I
l l
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and he was expelled from the University.
At this point I was appointed to the 60th B.G.H., the base hospital for

the Syrian Campaign. One of the young student nurses we employed was

Shulamite Perez, the young daughter of a leading Jewish businessman. Some

of the hospital staff told me how the Perez family kept open house for English

troops, so I went with them. As I needed someone to play the piano for

our hospital ward services, Shulamite suggested I ask Franz. He came and

brought his violin. The ward services were transformed. Staff and patients

alike crowded into the wards to hear Franz play his violin for introits, and

hear his testimony during the services. I believe both staffand patients found

the same christian peace and joy that Franz had experienced.
Mr Perez found Franz a job in a printing firm in the city' Then our

campaign concluded, we moved eventually to India.
Tlere is one more lesson from the Song of Moses. After the crossing

of the Red Sea came the wilderness journey back to the promised land.

The first Camp was at Marah, where the water in the wells was bitter. Moses

was guided by God to a tree, and when he threw the branches into the well,

the water became sweet. The second camp was at Elim, where there were

twelve wells and seventy Palm trees. Ample provision for pilgrims.

Many people find the experiences of life leave bitterness in their hearts

and minds. The cross of Christ is like that tree, which changes bitterness

to sweetness. When we come to Christ in faith for salvation, He shows

us the experiences in a new light. We are united with Christ in His life,

His death, and His resurrection, and we see God's purpose in his sufferings

and also in our own. He says to us, 'Be of good cheer, I have overcome

the world.'
The Apostle Peter said clearly to the Jewish Council, "The God of our

Fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him has God

exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give

repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins".
Josiah Conder wrote a wonderful hymn on the Sovereignty of God.

'The Lord is King, lift up your voice,
O earth and all ye heavens rejoice,
From world to world the joy shall ring;
The Lord omnipotent is King.

The Lord is Kingl who then shall dare
Resist his will, distrust his care,
Or murmer at his wise decrees
Or doubt his royal promises.

I
i
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The Lord is King! Child of the dust, ;r$,
The Judge of all the earth is just:
Holy and true are all his ways:
Let every creature speak his praise.'

(Preached by the Rev. ll. J. Parker in Glan Conway Church)

203
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Jottings on Hebrews
A. V. McCANDLISH

Chapter 12 (continued)

. A call to action. vvl2-17
Notice first there appears to be a tendency for some to be disheartened

in the race. Their hands hang down, their knees tremble, they find the course
hard and difficult. Some are assailed with doubts and fears: others are
assailed with temptation to rest awhile from the demand to do only the will
of God. They would like to please self over something. To them God's
own Word is - look again to your Lord and take new strength and courage
from Him. There is the call here also to those who run, to consider their
weaker brethren, these need encouragement. Let us pass on to them the
promise of God, and take time to pray with them, for their strength to be
renewed. We are called to "make straight paths for our feet, lest the lame
be turned out of the way' ' . Let us be careful to adhere strictly to the word
of God, and not to deviate from it in our behaviour, or in our conversation.
Let us keep our eyes on the Lord Jesus in all the events ofthe day, so that
those who see us will not be led into any danger if they are following in
our steps. We must seek to be a help to others who may be weaker ones.
Then the call is "follow peace with all men". The fruit of the Spirit is peace.
Our Lord is our leader in the race we run. He did not strive, but said
"Blessed are the peace makers". We must never become a party to a quarrel,
and never cause strife. The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable. We have a clear command, "Recompense to no man evil for
evil. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men".
Rom.  l 2 :  l 7 -18 .

Holiness is separation from all evil; to belong to, and serve God alone.
We understand that God is Holy, and strictly speaking Holiness belongs
to God alone. He will never tolerate evil, so all sin is for ever excluded
from His presence, God alone can make us holy. He dealt with all our sin
once for all at Calvary. Then when we believed on the Lord Jesus, our

J
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old sinful nature was put to death, crucified with Christ, and we were born
again of the Holy Spirit, we received the new nature which is holy, it seeks
only to do the will of God. The text goes on to charge us with another
responsibility, we are to "look diligently lest any man fail of the grace of
God." It is our responsibility to proclaim and expound the gospel of the
grace of God, in the power of the Holy Spirit, so that men may not seek
to be saved by their own good deeds, or any works of their own. Let us
see to it, that we do not turn men from the grace of God, by ourselves
continuing in sin, while claiming to be saved by grace. We are also called
to take care not to allow to continue among us any person or any thing which
causes bitterness, and brings wrong doctrine, or evil and corrupting practices
that turn others away from God, and bring shame on the name of Christ.
The phrase "root of bitterness" comes I believe from Deut. 29:18 where
it refers to "man or woman whose heart turneth away from the Lord to
go and serve other gods".

We are then called to consider the case of Esau who was ready to sacrifice
his birthright for a savoury meal. He valued the indulgence of the carnal
appetite far more than the spiritual blessing connected with this birthright.
Hence when he sought for the blessing later, it was denied him. He had
already made his choice of the carnal, and there was no repentance, but
only a desire to obtain temporal advantages. Let us learn the deadly peril
of putting the fleshly and carnal desires, before the spiritual. We shall reap
what we sow.

The contrast between the Old Covenant and the New. w 18-24
We must remember that this epistle was written to Hebrew christians who

were being pressed, as Jews, to give up their position as christians, and
go back to the old covenant of the Law, with its priests and sacrifices and
temple at Jerusalem. Up to this point the writer has been showing that they
have a far better priesthood than that ofAaron. Jesus is seen to be the eternal
Son of God, greater than angels, or than Abraham, or Moses or the priests
of Aaron. He is the eternal priest after the order of Melchizedek, who offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, and now ever lives to represent His people
in the immediate presence of God. Here the writer sets before these Hebrew
christians, and before us, the two covenants. First he reminds us of the
old covenant of the law as it was introduced in the wilderness, after Israel
was brought out from Egypt. Then he turns to consider the new covenant.
He sets them in vivid contrast. The law was given on a mountain which
was evident to the senses. It could be touched, it blazed with fire, there
was blackness, darkness and tempest, all suggesting fear. There was the
sound of a trumpet, and a mighty voice speaking words that made those
who heard them to be filled with terror, so that they begged that nothing
more be said to them. The experience was so awful that if a beast so much
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as touched the mountain, it must be=litteo. I\zMrimself said, ..I am full
of fear and tremble before 

9od.'. All spoke of the hotiness 
"r 

ci"tl;*=----_
the sinfulness of man. They feared for their lives because of their sin. tne
hrst covenant brought condemnation to men, and fear because oftheir failure
to keep God's commands.

Let us look at the newcovenant of grace. Those who truly berieve are
brought out from the bondage of sin, to Mount Zion, the ptace ortne iing,
to the very city of the^living God.'They are brought into the company ot
myriads of angels in festal array. They are brought into the assemuty or
first born sons with all the inheriiance of heirs of tf,e Kingdo*, una io coo
who is their vindicator and Redeemer. They have u.tuuily been received
into the company of those who are made perfect by God *ho ,un.iifi",
them. They- are brought to Jesus the mediitor of th! New cou"nuni, tt"
priest who has offered His blood. It cries out for their pardon, unJfunnot
be d-enied. They were sinners and so are we. All these verses'reveal to us
the fact that God cannot be approached by sinful man, no matter what he
does, or how much he tries, he cannot make himself fit to draw near. A hory
God must pour His wrath on sin, and consume any who dare to approach.
As.God's lry ySr proclaimed, rhose who heard it, saw how far sirlrrtney
had come. God demanded that all sin must be removed compretely before
anyone could draw near. The first covenant cannot be denied. Now let us
pause and ask God to search our hearts. Have we experienced conviction
of sin, and been led by the_Holy Spirit to see God"s remedy, 

"u"n 
tt,

precious blood of the son of God Himself as He took ttre punistrment in
full at calvary? Have we been called of God to confess ou. ,in, to trre iora
Jesus, and then take from Him the pardon He gives? Have we received
the righteousness of christ as our covering, and have we been born anew
by the Holy spirit? All this-is provided for us by God in the New covenant,
and then follows all the blessings as describid above in vs.22-24.

A word of admonition and warning. w2S_29
rn v.25 The Lord is speaking; the same Lord as i"n ch. l. v2. God sooke

in the person of His Son. He spoke to men in the person orlerus-*fio r,
the word of God. His voice of love was heard in the incarnuti*, in rri,
life,.in His atoning death, resurrection and ascension. He still speais frbm
the throne. He calls on men to repent, to be born ag4in and ,un"tifi"d. Th"n
follows warning. It is impossible to escape from Aim. Those who refused
to listen to Moses did not escape; think bf pharaoh, or of rorah, oorr,un
and Abiram. Those who refused to listen to the Law of coa u, ri*u, giu"n
through the mouth of Moses, did not escape; ch. l0 v.2g. Much more"those
who refuse to listen to the voice of the Loid iesus cannot escape; ch. ro:29 .
At Sinai God's voice shook the earth when men cried ..r."t,iot'coo,p"ut
with us, lest we die", Ex. zo:19. Here we are reminded that those who
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refuse to listen to Him now;fae-a greater earthquake: not the earth only

bu-ttsso the heavens. In one final act the Lord will remove all the things

that are rn-.---ud.. fnit present world will pass away' and be replaced with

the new heavens, and earth which will abide for ever. This is the kingdom

which cannot be moved, but will abide under the sovereignty of God. Then

follows the final word of admonition. In the light of this let us receive the
grace so abundantly available, to serve God in ways that are well pleasing

in His sight. Let us serve Him with reverence and godly fear. Let us

recognize our utter unworthiness to approach Him. Let us magnify His

grace, and see the consuming fire of God's holiness, that always burns with

wrath against sin, but kindles all who would serve Him with pure love.

A Precious Truth
KENNETH ASHWORTH

"Go ye therefore and teach all nations baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Matt. 28:19

Thus, in the commission He gave to His disciples, the Lord Jesus
imprinted upon His Church, the name of the Holy Trinity. In other words,
he was decreeing that this should be the Faith of His Church - the faith
in which His people would live, and by which they would be known -
'faith' in the Holy Trinity - Three in One and One in Three. It is upon
this glorious Doctrine that we are bidden to think on Trinity Sunday - to

look upon God himself in all His holiness, omnipotence and Unity.
Do not let us regard the doctrine of the Holy Trinity as something which

concerns the theologian alone. It is the summary of the Truth about God
Himself - it is the foundation upon which the whole structure of our lives
as Christians should and must be built.

I suggest for our meditation that the Doctrine of the Holy-Trinity is the
Truth of the Godhead which we know only by REVEI'ATION, accept by

FAITH and prove by ilGERIENCE. 
;,

l. REVEALED by God Himself the doctrine is not the product of the human

mind or the result of human reasoning. Indeed it cannot be understood or
fathomed by mere reasonings and deductions of the mind' It is the summary
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of God's Revelation of Himself, a Revelation recorded for us and preserved
for us by the word of God. The Bible clearly teaches the doctrine of the
Trinity and the Bible is the record of God's Revelation of Himself to man.
God is revealing Himself as crearor in Genesis and throughout the old
Testament h all Flrs dealings with men as a Heavenly Father. Jesus christ
reveals Himself as the Son of God and yet the Son of Man and the Redeemer
of Men. The Holy Spirit is seen at work in creation, in individuals in old
Testament days and then indwelling the church of God to sanctif and
empower. Three distinct Persons, yet one Godhead. complete and utter
unity.

II.This revelation of God concerning Himself can only be known by FAITH.
The natural man cannot accept it - indeed St. paul says 'it is foolishness
to him'. But by faith it is accepred by the christian and Faith is God's gift
increasingly to His people. The christian l ife is a rife of faith. It bes]ns
in faith with the acceptance of Jesus as saviour. This faith is strenethe;ed
by the Holy Spirit to enable the Christian, rhrough the Word of 6od, to
grow in knowledge of God, to accept in ali its fullness, without
understanding completely, the glorious Revelation God gives Himself.

III. Faith then enables us to accept the Doctrine of the Trinity and then
it is proved in christian EXPERIENCE In christ Jesus we are adopted into
the Family of God. The indwelling Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus in ihe heart
and life of the believer and enables that life to be lived in the presence of
and to the glory of God. As the children of God we come to the Fatner
in the name of Jesus and by the Holy Spirit. our acts of corporate worship
gna,ble us to worship in the name and faith of the Trinity. Glo.y be to the
Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. Gradually in prayei and daily
experience the reality of the Holy Trinity becomes inevitable to the christian.

The christian knows in experience the truth of that Revelation - he may
not be able to explain it in simple terms, but by faith and in experience.
God reveals himself more and more - Father, Son and Holy Spirit - until
we,reach the Heavenly life where 'Faith will be swallowed up in sight,
and human perplexities cease. We shall see God in all his glory.
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Decisioff-inaking and the Will of God
(Part II)

GEOFF THOMAS (Aberystwyth)

T'HREE PRINCIPLES BY WHICH GOD ALWAYS WORKS
In all God's dealings with us He never will contravene any of these three

principles.

FIRST - He guides us in holiness. "He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness." Psalm 23:3. There is a life-style that is pleasing to God.
There are behaviour patterns that God is pleased with. He never leads us
into disobedience, unrighteousness and in defiance of His will. His leadings
are always in holiness.

There are two aspects of this:- Negative and Positive.
Negative - God always leads us to put to death the misdeeds of the body.
Paul when he speaks of the leading of the Holy Spirit he puts it into the
context of putting remaining sin in our lives to death, "For if ye live after
the flesh ye shall die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they
are the sons of God. " Romans 8:13,14. We tend to think of the leadings
of the Spirit in terms of personal decision. We want a revelation to take
away the uncertainty out of particular decision making. But Paul, when he
spoke of the leading of the Spirit, puts it into the context of putting to death
remaining sin in our lives. How can you tell a Spirit-led person? He is filled
with an overwhelming desire to be quit of sin, and the Holy Spirit is giving
us the courage to wage war on this entity which is in our lives. We may
have tremendous theological insight, we many be very confident as to what
the will of God is, but do we know this kind of leading which prompts us
to engage in this war against sin so effectively that sin is put to death? Many
Christians are simply waiting for God to deal overwhelmingly with this
problem of sin. They don't want to wrestle and fight against it. But if the
Spirit is leading us we are starving sin, we show it no mercy; it cries for
tit-bits, but we give is no mercy. That is the NEGATIVE way that God
guides us in the paths of righteousness, into holiness.

Positive - "If we walk in the light as He is in the light." I John l:7.
"We WALK in the light.'' That is the standard. Imagine, then, God tolerating
any deviation from His will, any little sin, saying, "I will allow that in
My heaven, in My Being." Imagine God excusing some misdeed in Himself!
"We walk in the light as He is in the light." John repeats it later on and
says, "He that hath this hope purifieth himself, even as He is pure." I
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John 3:3. THAT is the standard - THE PURITY OF GOD. He is leading
us to walk with God, in the light of God. Adam and Eve were in the Garden
in that situation before the Fall and God would come and He would specially
fellowship with Adam; the spotless light of His presence would come and
Adam would walk with Him - absolute communion between a man and
his God. WE TOO, THROUGH THE LAST ADAM MAy WALK WITH
GOD IN THE LIGHT. But WE walk - God is the Guide. The euide does
not carry travellers up the mountain - he leads them. He has H]s lantern.
He knows the way. He shines a light on the road. But THEy WALK. I
say that because people think if rhey know they are led by the Holy Spirit
then they won't feel the journey, the burdens and problems. But it was when
you were a baby that your parents carried you. You didn't get footsore and
weary: you left the whole effort to someone else. God does not carry His
people in that way. We walk in the way of the Sermon on the Mount directed
by the Christ of that amazingly stringent Ethic. He directs us saying, ..Love

your enemies. Turn the other cheek. Forgive seventy times seven.', We
walk in that way, every yard of that road we must cover ourselves. The
Lord Jesus Christ did HIS work in OUR place. The Holy Spirit DOES NOT.
The Holy Spirit does not do the walking. The Holy Spirit does nor do the
carrying. The Holy Spirit does not do the enduring of temptation in our
place. Now He is always with us and He is lighting up the way ahead with
the light of His holiness. He is making our path the path of righteousness,
but He does not walk that walk instead of us. We put down our feet, pace
after pace. He does not carry that burden instead of us. Of course ..He

helps our infirmities", but if we are being led by the Spirit we are walking
in the light, and there is no promise of immunity from trial. Many days
we feel the burden is crushing us; we feel our own stamina has been sapped.
Some days we feel 'the outward man is perishing' and we are physical
wrecks and we ask, "Can this be the way God is leadine us?" because
it is taking such a toll on us. We walk in ttre tigtrt; we face u! to temptation;
we carry the load; we endure the sufferings of this present time. He is leading
us in the paths of righteousness

SECOND - He guides us in wisdom. "Wherefore be ye not unwise but
understanding what the will of the Lord is." Ephesians 5:17 The great
emphasis in the book of Proverbs is about being wise. "Get wisdom", ..Get

understanding" even though it cost you all you have. This wisdom comes
from the Scriptures. Paul commends to Timothy the Scriptures. ..From a
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." 2 Tim. 3:15.

THERE ARE TWO WAYS IN WHICH SCRIPTURE GIVES US THIS
WISDOM
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FIRST - We become wise when we delight in them. Take the great picture
you have of the godly man in Psalm 1. "His delight is in the law of the
Lord: and in His law doth he meditate day and night. " (v.2) We may read
two or three chapters of the Bible every day, but are we in love with the
Bible? Is our relationship one of delight and affection? Sometimes one finds
oneself at times preferring other literature, the delight has slipped away
from the Bible to G.W. Tozer or to the Sermons of Dr. Lloyd Jones or
to Jonathan Edwards, or - dare I say it? - to some television programmes.
I think increasingly we are making an unbiblical distinction between our
religion and our pleasure. But a wise man does not do this; he loves the
Bible. He has in his hands a miracle, something that does not belong to
this world, to mere humanity. This is wisdom "from above", an intrusion
from another world into this world. but vet it is not enoush to love the Bible
to be wise.

SECOND - We also have to apply the Bible to our lives, to the spiritual
problem of our own situation, to the perplexities of decision-making in our
lives. The Bible is not just like a great light that comes to us, but it is a
Torch which we take everywhere in all departments of our lives. The Saviour
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, and there He was tempted. He
was under this providence of God. How did our Lord repel the temptation?
He applied the Word of God again and again to the temptation. That is how
the Spirit led Him. We get wisdom from using the Truth. God disciplines
our lives by it, so keeping our emotions under control and bringing in His
peace.

[,et us remind ourselves of some of the possibilities of this area. We have
in the New Testament an affirmation that says, "We know that all things
work together for good to them that love God." Romans 8:28. Everyone
surely has memorised this verse - it is the stuff of preaching. There is
no more basic counsel that I can give from the pulpit than to remind people
about that. And yet, one ofthese days I am under pressure; I am perplexed;
I do not know what to do; I am desolate; I am lonely; I am defeated. Now
there is a cell here in this brain that many years ago remembered Romans
8:28, but can I bring it out of that memory cell and move it into the perplexiry
and practicality of this thing that is crushing me? This is a marvellous verse
to quote. BUT IT'S NOT THERE TO QUOTE - IT'S THERE TO USE FOR
MY COMFORT, FOR MY INSPIRATION. That is wisdom; rhat is where
God is leading us. Again, the great doctrine of the Resurrection of the Dead
- the glory of a day coming when "those that are in the graves shall hear
the voice of the Son of God." John 5:28. The grave is not the meaning
of life in New Testament teaching! Surely everyone has some awareness
of that mighty fact, and yet there are times when we lose the doctrine and
fail to apply it for our consolation. so the Apostle comes with I Corinthians
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15. "christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. He appeared to
Peter, then to the twelve, after that to 500 brethren at once of whom most
are alive until this time. Then to James, then to all the Apostles, then unto
me also as to one born out of due time, I, who am the least of the Apostles. "
Then that great chapter begins its marvellous momentum and how paul rams
it home. They were doubting this doctrine that Jesus was raised from the
dead and that therefore their loved ones could be raised from the dead. And
Paul's eloquent logic vindicates this truth again and again. Ifchrist be raised
from the dead our preaching is not useless. If christ be raised, our faith
is not in vain. If Christ be raised, we are no longer in our sins. If christ
be raised, then not in this life only do we have hope. If christ be raised,
thanks be_to God who gives us the victory through Him. If christ be raised,
"be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord
forasmuch as your labour is not in vain in the Lord" - THE RISEN LORD,
THE LIVING LORD. THAT is what rhe docrrines of the Bible are for, ro
pour peace into our souls, to galvanize us to activity, to make us abound
in the service of Jesus christ. That is where we get wisdom. God will guide
us always in wisdom. where do we get wisdom? we get wisdom in loving
Him, delighting in the word of God. He is no wise man who does not delighi
in the Word of God. We get wisdom then in applying the Word of God
to our own circumstances.
THIRD - HE GUIDES US IN MEEKNESS. "The meek will He euide
in judgment and the meek will He teach his way." psalm 25:9 Now I sufpose
it does not take much reflection for us to be aware that this is the most
obvious of facts. You cannot teach a 'know-all'. That is an impossibility.
Parents despair of a child who will not be guided. you can only guide
someone who is willing to be guided, who is teachable and anxious to
learn. Who does God guide? He guides the humble; He guides the
meek. He is the man who says, 'I know so little, I have not begun to
know His Word. Lead me, teach me, Lord, make your way clear io me,
I need instruction.'The Psalmist says, "Lord, my heart is not haughty,
nor mine eye lofty; neither do I exercise myself in great matteri, or
in things too high for me. surely I have behaved myself as a child that
is weaned of his mother; my soul is even as a weaned child.,' That is
a lovely picture. Such people God will guide. Thar is the basis of the
Christian's life. When Jesus begins His Sermon on the Mount - that
enormously logical description of the whole life of the christian - He stans
off, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God. Blessed
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth". That is the beginning: that is the start of
christian character, the first thing that God does. He does not look at the
Pharisee's foolish worship in the Temple. He sees the publican there: the
man is standing in a distant recess, his head bowed, beating upon his breasr,

2r1
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he says, "God be merciful to me a sinner." That is the man - poor in

spirit and meek. That is the man God will teach and guide in His ways.

One of the great examples you have of such a man is Moses. Moses' we

are told in Number 12:3, was the meekest man of his age. God used him

in that extraordinary work of delivering His people, and then writing those

first five Books of Holy Scripture. It is not a matter of temperament. This

has nothing to do with a retiring disposition. By nature Moses was not meek.

He was impetuous, self-willed, forceful, aggressive, and on top of all that

he had a conviction that God was going to use him in some massive capacity

because ofthe strangeness ofHis providence. He had been taken from his

mother and father and brought up by Pharaoh's daughter, and instructed

in the wisdom of Egypt, with some consciousness that God's hand was upon
him for leadership of His people. How can God use a self-willed man?

How can God use a man who erupts one day and murders another man?

What must happen to such a man before God leads and guides him? He

has to be greatly humbled, and it took FORTY YEARS before that process

was completed in Moses. There were four decades to pass before that

headstrong man who wanted to do things his way was prepared by a call

at the Burning Bush. Forty years he was guided by God so that he could

be a guide himself, and so the pride had to go, that self-centredness had

to go, because the meek will He guide in judgment. It may be that there

is something in your attitude that is a blockage to God guiding you. You

know it has to go. You do not as a Christian just accept your temperament.
What if Moses had accepted his short temper? What if he had said, "Well,

I'm a rough diamond but God can use rough diamonds." What if he had

tried to defend always the weakness of his temperament and the sharpness

of his words and the belligerence of his own leadership and personality?

Before God could use him for certain tasks God had to deal with that, taking

him away from people, giving him loneliness, and giving him sheep to look

after in the wilderness. God changed Moses. God changed that aggressive
Apostle Paul. God changed Peter. God can change you. It is fundamental

to the Christian life that we do not accept our temperaments. We have to

come to grips with our personality problems. Everyone has an awkwardness
of temperament, and not one of us has a right to accept it, but rather to

find grace ennobling, elevating and making us more Christlike. Moses did

not get a second blessing and then suddenly he was meek and humble. For

years after he killed an Egyptian he was still a proud man. But God
progressively, sensitively, and effectually made him more and more like
Himself. There may be one thing in your life that is weakening every other
part of your life which you have to deal with for God effectively to use
you in the future.

Who was guided more by the Spirit of God than the Lord Jesus Christ?
He said, "I am meek and lowly of heart." Matt. 11:29. Isaiah says "He
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shall not shout, or cry, nor lift up His voice nor cause to be heard His voice
in the streets." He will not driw attention to Himself. ..A bruised reed
He will not break, a smoking flax He will not quench." paul can appeal
to the corinthian church where there was a party spirit and many tensions,
g9 ruy, "I appeal to you by the meekness and gentlenes of Ch.irt,,
2 corinthians 10: l. He was appealing in the Namelf their Head. whose
example they were following, "I appeal to you by His meekness and
gentleness." "The meek will He guide in judgmeni." ..Blessed are the
poor in spirit; blessed are they that mourn."

APPLICATION OF THESE THREE PRINCIPLES
when God guides us He always implements these principles. when He

guides us it is always in holiness, in wisdom and in meekness. Anything
that we attempt to do that contradicts those principles in our lives is not
of God.

some of you are concerned about your lives and what to do in them. There
are no texts with your names upon them which say to you, ..Do this." ..Do
that." There are also texts that give us the parameters of our lives. we
live our lives within the context of scriptural precepts. For example, there
are some callings that are not christian vocations, and we cannot iake them
up with a good conscience. "whatsoever is not of faith is sin." Romans
14:23 . .There are things that involve continual compromise of congregational
worship on the Lord's Day, and our conscience would not allo-w ,it to oo
these things. It is like marrying someone who is not at all interested in the
christian faith. It is not even a possibility. That is not a question of guidance
- it is a question of fundamental conflict with the wbrd of Goi. It is a
question of OBEDIENCE to God. So there is some work which a christian
clJlnot do with a good conscience. So we mark out the parameters and we
eliminate some. Then we consider our gifts, and that is a major help. God
provides circumstances in our lives: He has fashioned and mouldei us in
a certain way and He does not normally contradict in His providence the
gifts He has given us, but He usually matches them to circumstances. He
has given men different endowments, some have academic expertise, others
have technical skill, some have social gifts, some have individual gifts. It
is a great gift to be able to handle men, to get the best out of men ii terms
of management skill. It is a great gift to be strong physically and to have
manual dexterity, and some men are able to get al,ongside ordinary men
and women, to know how the human heart beats and to be involved in close
personal contact with the.joys and sorrows of people. These are certainly
great gifts. So we accept the opportunities and ttre gifts we have. Jesus talks
about this little man who wants to add a cubit to his stature and he is fretting
through life with this tremendous chip on his shoulder. Jesus says that foi
all his fretting he does not put on a single inch. It isjust as foolish to worry
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that we do not have more artistic skill, more musical ability, that we are

not as co-ordinated as we could be, that we are not as intellectual or as

eloquent as we could be. God guides us in meekness, and so we accept

the gifts that God has given us. It is so easy to envy other people's gifts'

but ie do not know what pressures these people may be under. Also, we

must remember this, because we have some gift that does not mean that

we have the right to use it. There may be a good reason for this, that God

is more intereJted in producing holiness, wisdom and meekness, than He

is in producing gifts. But, generally, God wants us to invest the gifts that

He has given us. ttris is where counsellors like your parents-step in' They

know you better than anyone else. Do trust their evaluation. Listen to your

paren; when they 
"ncouiug" 

you in various ways. Then there is that foolish

man that deplores a gift thit God has given him and buries it. Christ dealt

severely with trim. God guides us in wisdom. wisdom tells us, "use your

gifts as a stewardship from God. " Go to your minister, if you are thinking

ibout th" ministry. Ask him, "Are there any features in my life that you

think might disquality me from being a minister of the Gospel?" Share your

concerns with a Christian friend.
So, mark out the possibilities, consider your gifts and consider the needs.

It is a truth that no man lives to himself. we live to God and we live

to our neighbours. We are to love them as we love ourselves. Whatever

your aptidde is be sure that you consecrate.it to Almighty God. I do not

mean that we are necessarily to go into full time Christian service, but,

whatever aptitude God has giuen us, we have no right to use it for personal

aggrandisement.'iVttut 
gifts has God given you? What do you intend to do with those gifts?

Will yori use them for the service of humanity? Will you use them in a

great life of self-denial? If God has given you some ability to learn, will

lou ut" that ability in teaching others to serve in the Gospel of the Son

of God?
Maybe some are standing on the threshold of commitfilent, and your lives

are in formation and you may be conscious that you have some skill. Use

it in the service of the Gospel. You may be very young. From now onwards

you are going to keep this vision constantly before you, "FOR ME TO

LIVE IS CHRIST." Whatever I am in terms of physical endowment or

creative ability or artistic skill or communication aptitude it is all going

to be for God, for Christ. "I will live for Him. I will burn for him."

Mav God deal with us and teach us these things Himself'
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Past & Present Ministers
compared
J. C. RYLE, l816-1900

^ would we know why the ministers who profess to follow the evangelical
fathers are so much less successful than they were? The question is a d'elicate
and interesting one, and ought not to be shelved. The iuspicion naturally
crosses some minds, that the doctrines which won victories a hundred years
ago are worn out, and have lost their power. I believe that theory io be
an entire mistake. The answer which I give to the enquiry is one of a very
different kind. I am obliged to say plainly, that, in -y;udgment, we have
among us neither the men nor the doctrines of the days gone by. It is a
humbling conclusion; but I have long felt that it is the trith. Give us like
men and a like message, and I have no fear that the Holy Ghost would grant
us like results.

_ wherein do evangelical churchmen fall short of their great predecessors?
Let us look this question fairly in the face. Let us come to particulars. They
fall short indoctrine. They are neither so full nor so distinct, nor so bold,
nor so uncompromising. They are afraid of strong statements. They are
too ready to fence, and guard, and qualify all theirleaching, as if chiist's
Gospel was a little baby, and could not be trusted to walk a-lone. They fall
short as preachers. They have neither the fervour, nor hre, nor thought,
nor illustration, nor directness, nor boldness, nor grand simplicity" of
language which characterized the last century. Above all, they ialt strort
in ffi. They are not men of one thing, separate from the world, unmistakable
men of God, ministers of christ everywhere, indifferent to man's opinion,
regardless who is offended, if they only preach the truth. They do not make
the w_orld feel that a prophet is among them, and carry about with them
their Master's presence, as Moses when he came down from the mount.
I write these things with sorrow. I desire to take my full share of blame.
But I do believe I am speaking the truth.

It isno use trying to evade the truth on this subject. I fear that, as a general
rule, the evangelical ministry in England has fallen far below the stlandard
of the last century, and that the simple account of the want of success to
which so many point is, the low standard both of doctrine and life which
prevails. F'ase and popularity, and the absence ofpersecution, are ruinous
to some.. An extravagant and excessive attention to petty details withers
up the ministry of others..An absurd straining after the reputation of being
"intellectual" and original is the curse ofothers. A desire tb ,"ern charitable
and liberal, and keep in with everybody, paralyzes the ministry of others.
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The plague is abroad. We want a revival among evangelical ministerS. We

are where we are, because we have come short of our fathers.
I repeat it emphatically, for I believe it sincerely. The first want of our

day is a return to the old, simple, and sharply-cut doctrines ofour fathers;
and the second want is a generation of like-minded and like-gifted men to
preach them. Give me in any county of England and Wales a man like
Grimshaw or Rowlands or Whitefield, and there is nothing in the present
day which would make me afraid. Let us ask Him who holds the stars in
His right hand to revive His work among our ministers and to raise up men
for our times. He can do it. He waits to be entreated. Then let all who pray

cry night and day to the Lord of the harvest, "Lord, send forth more
labourers into Thy harvest".

Bernard Gilpin, l5l7 -1583

"The Northern Apostle"
FRANCIS COXON

Bernard Gilpin, usually distinguished in his time as "The Apostle of the
North," was born in the year 1517, in the reign of Henry VIII. His
forefathers had been seated at Kentmire Hall, in Westmorland, from the
time of King John. The estate at Kentmire descended to Bernard's father,
Edwin Gilpin. Edwin had several children, of which Bernard was one of
the youngest, and in whom was discovered an extraordinary genius and
disposition in his childhood.

I. PRECOCIOUSNESS IN EARLIEST DAYS
A begging friar came to his father's house, where, according to the custom

of the times, he was received in a very hospitable manner. The next morning,
the friar from the pulpit expressed himself with great vehemence against
the debauchery of the times, and particularly against drunkenness. Young
Bernard, then a child by his mother's knee, seemed for some time
exceedingly affected with the friar's discourse, and at length, with the utrnost
indignation, cried out, "Oh, mamma, do you not hear, how this fellow
dares speak against drunkenness, and was drunk himself yesternight at our
house?" Instances of this kind soon revealed the seriousness of his
disposition, and from his earliest youth was inclined to a contemplative life,
thoughtful, reserved, and serious. Bernard was first sent to a grammar
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school, and afterwards to Oxford, and admitted a scholar on the foundation
of Queen's College, in the year 1533, where he acquired a singular
knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew tongues. He became master of the
works of Erasmus, which were then in vogue. He was chosen fellow of
New College, and one of the first masters to supply Christ Church College,
after the completing of its foundation by Henry VIII.

II. DISPUTATIONS WITH JOHN HOOPER, and PETER MARTYR
He had been bred in the religion of Popery: from which system had not,

as yet, been delivered by the grace and mercy of God. While he resided
at Oxford, he held a disputation against John Hooper, afterwards a martyr
for the Protestant faith. But in King Edward VI's time, being prevailed upon
to hold a disputation with Peter Martyr, who had been invited to England
by Thomas Cranmer, that his assistance might be used to further the cause
of the Reformation. He was kindly received by Cranmer, and in 1548
admitted doctor of divinify at Oxford. The spirit of Reformation was
quickened and encouraged, by the arrival of Peter Martyr, and others,
including Martin Bucer. Bernard Gilpin found Peter Martyr's arguments
too strong for him, coming with all the force of scriptural authority; and
publicly owned, that he could not maintain his ground, and determined to
enter into no more controversies, till he had gained the full information
he was in pursuit of. This difference in behaviour Peter Martyr took notice
of; and said that "Mr. Gilpin seemed a man of such uprightness of intention,
and of so much sincerity, both in his words and actions, that it went to
his heart to see him still involved in prejudice and error." Peter Martyr
would likewise tell his friends, "It was the subject of his daily prayers,
that God would be pleased at length to touch the heart of this pious papist,
with the knowledge of true religion. " And he prayed not in vain; for Gilpin,
from this time, became every day more inclined to the Reformation.

Hence, continuing his diligence in searching the scriptures, he began to
observe many great abuses, and enormities in popery, and to think
Reformation necessary. Having taken ministerial ordination from the bishop
of Oxford, he was appointed to the vicarage of Norton, in the diocese o1
Durham. This was in 1552, and being a grant from Edward VI, before his
appointment, preached before his majesty, who was then at Greenwich.
His sermon was greatly approved, and recommended him to the notice of
many. Gilpin obtained the king's license for a general preacher during the
king's life, which, however, transpired to be not much above the spa-e of
half a year.

III. TRA\'ELS ON THE CONTINENT
Cuthbert Tunstall QaTa-1559); uncle of Bernard Gilpin; was bishop of
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London, 1522; and bishop of Durham, 1530. By the advice of Tunstall,
it was resolved that Gilpin should go abroad, and spend some time with
learned and godly men there. At parting, Tunstall put into his hands a treatise
upon the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which the times not suiting to
be printed here, he desired that it might be done under his inspection at
Paris. With this charge he embarked for Holland, and upon landing, went to
Malines to visit his brother George, then a student there. After a few weeks
he went to Louvaine as temporary residence, proposing to make occasional
visits to Antwerp, Ghent, Brussels, and other places in the Netherlands.
After two years in Flanders, he had become master of the popish
controversies, as they were there handled. Here popery became quite his
aversion, he saw more of its superstition and craft than he had yet seen,
the former among the people, the latter among the priests, who scrupled
not to avow, how little truth was their concern.

IV. RETURN TO ENGLAND
After three years absence, Gilpin returned to England in 1556, a little

before the death of Queen Mary. Tunstall received him with great friendship,
and in a very little time gave him the rectory of Easington, Durham. He
immediately repaired to the parish, where, notwithstanding the persecution,
which was then in its height, he preached faithfully, and boldly against the
corruptions of the times, especially in the clergy. He managed a dispute
against transubstantiation with the bishop's chaplains, and in his presence,
with so much prudence as well as learning, as greatly pleased the bishop;
and the living of Houghton-le-Spring becoming vacant he presented him
with it. Houghton-le-Spring was an extensive parish, containing no less than
fourteen villages. This he viewed as an extensive field, opened for exercising
his God-given talents in the labours of pastor and teacher. Nor were his
labours confined to one parish; he went every year to travel through parts
of Northumberland, Yorkshire, Westmoreland, and Cumberland. His
labours were constantly interrupted by his enemies, who sought his
destruction. Finding they could not bring Tunstall to their purposes, they
managed to get Gilpin accused before Bonner, bishop of [,ondon, who sent a
messenger to apprehend him. Gilpin left his home, expecting and prepared
to suffer marfyrdom, but being detained on the way it is said by the breaking
of his leg, before he was able to travel, Queen Mary had passed away, and
the power of Bonner at an end. He returned forthwith to Houghton, and
such already was the hold he had taken upon the hearts of the people, that
he passed to his house through crowds who had come to express their joy
at his escape. One of Elizabeth's first acts was to nominate Gilpin to the
see of Carlisle; but no persuasion could induce him to accept. Besides
exercising a wide hospitality and dispensing a large beneficence, he, out
of his own private means, founded and endowed a grammar-school, which
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soon became a very flourishing institution, and from which some eminent
scholars proceded. Indeed, among whom was George Carleton, 1559-1628;
by the care of Gilpin, was educated in grammar learning; and when fit for
the university, sent by Gilpin, to Edmund Hall, Oxford in the beginning
of the year 1576. George Carleton was one of the English representatives
at the Synod of Dort. Carleton published "The Life of Bernard Gilpin, a
man most holy and renowned among the Northern English."

Also, Henry Airay, (1559-1617) passed through Gilpin's Grammar-
school, later Provost of Queen's College, Oxford, D.D. His Lectures on
Philippians were reprinted in Nichol's Puritan Commentaries, 1864.

There is a tract of country upon the borders of Northumberland, called
Reads-dale and Tine-dale. Of all places, at that time, the most barbarous,
in the north. Before the union, it was called the debatable land. as subiect
by turns to England and Scotland, and the common theatre where the iwo
nations were continually acting their scenes of violence. In this country,
where no man would even travel that could help it, Mr. Gilpin never failed
to, some part of every year. He generally chose the holidays at the year
end for this journey. He had set places for preaching. This was a very
difficult and laborious employment on several accounts, the country was
so poor, that what provision he could obtain, extremity only could make
palatable; the badness of the weather, and of the roads through a mountainous
country, and at that season covered with snow, exposed him likewise, very
often to great hardship.

V. HIS LATTER DAYS
Towards the latter part of his life, Gilpin continued his pastoral labours

with great difficulty; his health was much impaired; the extreme fatigue,
he had during many years undergone, had quite broken his constitution.
But sickness was not the only distress, which the declining years he had
to contend with. As age and infirmity began to lessen that weight and
influence he once had, the malice and opposition of enemies of the truth
beset him. Yet; "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness
sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Matt.5.10-12. About the
beginning of February, 1583, he found himself so very weak, that he was
sensible his end was drawing near. He told his friends his apprehensions;
and spoke of his death with the most happy composure. He was soon after
confined to his chamber; but his senses continued perfect to the last. A few
days before his death he ordered his friends to be called and being raised
in his bed, he made several most pathetic discourses. The remaining hours
of his life he spent in prayer, and in broken converse with friends;
mentioning often the consolations of the gospel, and that nothing else would
bring a man peace at the last. As Simeon, "waiting for the consolation of
Israel.... Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to
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thy word." Luke 2:25-29
He breathed his last upon the fourth of March, 1583, in the sixty-sixth

year of his age, and interred in the church of Houghton-le-Spring. "Mark
the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. "
Psalm 37:37.

A warning to heed
CHARLES BRIDGES

"Every lilord of God is pure.... ad.d thou not unto His Words"
(Proverbs 30:5.6)

Nothing is learned solidly by abstract speculation. Go to the Book. Here
is all light and purity. Everything is intended to influence the heart and
conduct. Every word of God is pure. Of what other book in the world can
this be said? Where else is the gold found without alloy?

But if every word of God is pure, take care that no word is slighted. How
few people range over the whole Revelation of God. To take a whole view
of the universe, we should embrace not only the fruitful gardens, but its
barren deserts, as coming equally from the hand of God, and none of them
made for nought. To take a similarly comprehensive view of the sacred
"field", we must study the apparently barren, as well as the more manifestly
fruitful, portions. Meat will be gathered from the detailed codes of law,
from the historical annals of the kings, and from the wars and fightings
- those prolific results of the lusts of men. THe whole scripture is scripture,
and "all scripture is profitable".

Favouritism, however, is a besetting snare in the sacred study. A part
is too often taken instead of the whole. or. as if it were the whole. One
person is absorbed in the doctrinal, a second in the practical, a third in the
prophetical, a fourth in the experimental scriptures. Each seems to forget
that every word of God is pure. The doctrinalist becomes loose in practice;
the practical professor self-righteous in principle. The prophetic disciple,
absorbed in his imaginative atmosphere, neglects present obligations. The
experimental religionist mistakes a religion of feeling, excitement, or fancy,
for the sobriety and substantial fruitfulness of the gospel. All remind us
of our Lord's rebuke, "Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures".

The great exercise, therefore, is to bring out the whole mass of solid truth
in all its bearings and glory. So wisely has God linked together the several
parts of his system, that we can receive no portion soundly, except in
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connection with the whole. The accuracy of any view is more than suspicious
that puts a forced construction upon scripture so as to dislocate its
connection, or to throw important truths into the shade. Apparently
contradictory statements of scripture are, in fact, only balancing truths; each
correcting its opposite, and, like antagonal muscles, contributing to the
strength and completeness of the frame. Every heresy probably stands upon
some insulated text, or some exaggerated truth, pressed beyond the
"proportion of faith" . But none of these can stand upon the combined view
and testimony of scripture. Nor is it enough that our system of things includes
no positive error, if some great truths be lacking. lrt it be carefully grounded
upon the acknowledgement - Every word of God is pure.

But the word of God is not only pure, and cannot deceive. It is also
sufficient; and therefore, like tried gold, it needs no addition for its
perfection. Hence to add to his words, stamped as they are with his divine
authority, will expose us to his tremendous reproof, and cover us with
shame. The Jews virtually added their oral law and written traditions. And
the attempt in our own day to bring tradition to a near, if not to an equal,
level with the sacred testimony, is a fearful approach to this sinful
presumption. A new rule of Faith is thus introduced; an addition to the
divine rule.

The needlessness of this addition is obvious. For if "the holy scriptures
are able to make us wise unto salvation", what more do we want? And
if this were spoken by Paul to Timothy concerning only the Old Testament
scriptures, the sufficiency of the part confirms the larger sufficiency of the
whole Word of God. What clearer demonstration can be given of the absolute
completeness of the scripture than the fact that it is "profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness" that the
man of God may be perfected and throughly furnished by it? To detract
therefore from the integrity of this divine rule of faith, and to shake
confidence in its sole authority, is to bring in a false principle, which is
the source of every evil and corruption of the faith.

The Lord has most carefully guarded his pure word from all human
admixture. May he preserve us from "teaching for doctrine the
commandments of men", saying, "the Lord hath said it, when he hath nbt
spoken! "
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The Watchman's Duty
C. C. J. BUTLIN (Sheffield)

"O son of man, I hnve set thee awatchmnn unto the house of Israel; therefore

thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me."
(Ezekiel 33:7)

From earliest times a watchman stood on the walls of a city to report

the approach of an enemy. It was an awesome responsibility, with terrible

consequences if he failed to give warning, by blowing a trumpet. The prophet

Ezekiel is here reminded that he had been set apart by God as a "watchman

unto the house of Israel" to warn of coming dangers.
What God said to Ezekiel was repeated by Jesus to all who should follow

him. To His disciples in Palestine He said: "What I say unto you I say
unto all, Watch" (Mark 13:37). If there were no danger there would be
no need of watchmen. The enemy of souls is ever seeking whom he may
devour. The watchman is to watch and warn, "that they may recover

themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at
his will" (2 Tim. 2:26).

I. THE DUTY OF THE WATCHMAN IS TO WATCH WITH
DILIGENCE
(Ezekiel 33:3) "When he seeth the sword come upon the land," he was

to "blow the trumpet, and warn the people". The Word of God tells plainly
of the evils and dangers of the end of the age. "This know" wrote Paul
"that in the last days perilous times shall come" (2 Tim.3: l). The apostle
went on: "For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemous, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy'."' Paul
also wrote: "...that day shall not come, except there come a falling away
first. . . ' ' (2 Thess. 2:3) . There is today a falling away by many to apostasy,
atheism, materialism etc., many live only for the day - "Eat, drink and
be merry - eternity will take care of itself. You tell me to marry, settle
down and have a home and childrenl You must be joking; why man! That's
death!"

Writing to Timothy Paul said: "...all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse... " (2 Tim.3: 12,13). Things that many people hold dear, including
our Christian and Protestant Heritage, are being today publicly attacked
and secretly undermined: the Word of God is derided, the Laws of God
despised and the Day of God desecrated. Everywhere, especially in the cities,
there is fear - fear of living alone, fear to walk the street at night, fear
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to take a stroll in the park, fear oftravelling alone - are these betokening
"the last days" when "perilous times shall come"? Let all true watchman
watch with diligence. Ezekiel is then given further instructions: as a
watchman he is told that

II. THE DUTY OF THE WATCHMAN IS TO WAIT FOR
DIRECTIONS

"I have set thee a watchman unto the house oflsrael; therefore hear the
word at My mouth, and give them warning from Me" (v.7). He was to
wait upon God to hear the voice of the Lord. Today many of us have lost
the art of meditation, of waiting on Him Who says: '.Be still and know
that I am God" (Ps.46:10). The more this stillness and sensitivity is needed,
the more feverishly active many of us tend to become. A distinguishing
mark of many people used of God in Bible times was thbir habit of waiting
upon God - of being still in the presence of the Almighty. For example,
one said: "I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and
will watch to see what he wil l say unto me" (Hab. 2:l). In ps.27 David
said: "When thou, O LORD, saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto
thee, Thy face, LORD, will I seek." Paul, after his Damascus Road
experience was three days without food and without sight. Then came the
message to a Christian believer named Ananias: "Arise and so into the
street which is called straight, and inquire in the house of Judls for one
called Saul, of Tarsus, for behold he prayeth... " (Acts 9:11). phil ip, one
of the seven deacons, was exercising a busy ministry in Samaria where there
was great joy following the preaching of the Gospel and the healing of the
sick, when he was told of God to go the lonely place - the road from
Jerusalem to Gaza which is desert (Acts 8:26). philip was obedient to the
voice and went: He heard and obeyed. Had he not listened and been obedient
he would not have been used in the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch,
the treasurer of the Queen. It is believed that through his influence carne
the establishment of the church in North Africa. So the lonery way for philip
was by no means a barren way. In addition, Ezekiel was told, as we are, that

III. THE DUTY OF THE WATCHMAN IS TO WARN FROM
DESTRUCTION

"thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me" (7).
"If thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, he shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at rhine hand" (8). The watchman
is to blow the trumpet to warn - that the wicked may be persuaded to turn
from their wicked ways, and that the righteous may be prevented from
turning away from the right way; in order, in both instances, thay they may
live.
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(a) The Christian believer is responsible for warning the people.
"He that taketh warning shall deliver his soul" (5). paul reminded the

Ephesians: "Remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to
warn every one night and day with tears" (Acts 20:31). Also Ezekiel's
accountability is ours.

O) The Christian believer is accountable for not warning tiie'peopte."
"If thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his wav. that wicked

man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require it thine hand"
(8) Bloodguiltiness - an awful word, used not of the mugger, the one
who waylays and half kills an elderly person; not used of the rioter, the
rebel, the insurgent or the mutineer. Bloodguiltiness is the crime of the
person who fails to warn the wicked of the peril of his ways. God holds
the christian watchman responsible for warning the wicked, and accountable
for not warning him.

In time of war, when a regiment is on a campaign, the soldiers have to
bivouac. That is, they spend the night in the open air, and every one remains
on guard. Ought not this to be the attitude of the Church of Christ - now
at war with the world, the flesh and the Devil? The night is fast setting
in. ought not the soldiers of christ bivouac? should not we each one become
a watchman? "What I say unto you" my disciples, said Jesus, ..I say unto
all, Watch" (Mk. 13:37).

The christian believer is to watch with diligence; to wait for directions
and to warn from destruction. It is, however, the heaviest responsibility
of ministers, pastors and elders. "Obey them that have the rulgover you,
and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls. as they that must
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is
unprofitable for you" (Heb. 13:17).

If darkness overshadows our land, and if our civilisation dies - as the
Babylonian, Egyptian, Greek and Roman civilisations before it - it will
not be because of a number of evil men - anarchists, militants, traitors
and hot-heads - who, to achieve their evil ends will stop at nothing. It
will be because those who knew of the danger did not watch, wait upon
God and warn the people - because they did not, while there was time
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- rise up and sound the alarm. r l r

Hearty thanks must be given to God, such as cometh not from the roof of
the mouth but from the root of the heart.

John Trapp
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John Bunyan's New Eyes
By Alexander Whyte

"And, now, I began to look into the Bible with new eyes, and
. read as I never did before. And especially the Epistles of the

Apostle Paul were sweet and pleasant to me. And, indeed, I
was then never out of the Bible, either by reading or
meditation. "

Frgm the beginning to the ending of his Grace Abounding, Bunyan
describes to us the successive eyes with which he read his Bible from first
to last. when Bunyan first began to read his Bible it was with the eyes of
a child. As a child he greatly delighted in rhe enthralling stories of rhe Bible.
The garden ofEden, Cain and Abel, Noah and his ark, Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob and Joseph. Then, through the native strength and the native
originality of his mind (though he never went to the schools of the Fathers
or to the early councils) he began to look into his Bible with the eyes of
a student. And then, after that, the eyes of a sinner intent on seeking his
own salvation were given of God to Bunyan. And as we go on througf, his
wonderful book we rejoice to trace how the eyes of a true saint are more
and more given him of God - the eyes of his understanding beine
enlightened that he might know the hope of God's calling and what the richei
of his inheritance in the saints.

After Bunyan had once got his new eyes, this was how he immediately
began to read his Bible, and especially his New Testament. ..Me thousht
I was as if I had seen Him born: as if I had seen Him grow up: as if I had
seen Him walk through this world from His cradle to His cross; to which
also, when He came, I saw how gently He gave Himself to be hanged and
nailed upon it, for my sins and wicked doings. Also, as I mused upon this
His progress, that scripture dropped upon my spirit - He was ordained
for the slaughter. " Let us learn to read our New Testaments in that way.
For reading in that way is not only a sure evidence to us that we have got
new eyes from God, but as we go on to read in that way our eyes wilt become
more and more new every day. Scale after scale will fall from off our eyes
till we shall see deeper and deeper into the word of God every time we
open it. This is what has been called reading with ..the eye on thl object",
which is the only true and fruitful way of reading the Bible and everything
else.

"Especially the Epistles of the Apostle paul were sweet and pleasant to
me", says Bunyan. If Dr Thomas Goodwin is right when he says that
reconciliation is the main argument of the Bible, then that arsument comes

:



226 The Gospel Magazine

to its consummation and its crown in paul's Epistles. That was paul's own
conviction and assurance about his Epistles and about his whole apostleship,
for he_ claims in every Epistle that io him above all other r"n hud b""n
committed the word of reconciliation. And, if that is so, then Bunyan is
entirely right in his immense indebtedness to paul, and in his immense
enjoyment of Paul. And when you sit down at night for a little heart-
sweetening reading after another heart-embittering diy, to what pu.t of th.
Bible do you turn your eyes? Luther said that since tre was always sinning
so he was always reading the Romans and Galatians. Now ,in.e you u.e
always sinning, what are you always reading? Well, for *yr"ti,'ioft.n
sweeten my heart at the end of the day with this passage out of paul: ..Being
justified freely by his grace, througtr the redemption ihat is in Christ Jesus,
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation tirrough faith in his brood."
Now, if you know anything in all the world more sweet to the sin-embittered
heart than that, I would rike you to tell me where I can find it. rrauny or
your new eyes have been fastened, rike mine, upon this arso: ',To himihat
workerh nor, but believeth on him that justifieih the ungodly, tis iaitt ls
counted for righteousness." And on this: "who was ielivered for our
offences, and raised again for our justification." And on this: ..where sin
abounded, grace did much more abound."

"And, indeed, I was then never out of the Bible, " our author goes on.
Just so. When once any man has really got his new eyes from dod, and
when once he has fairly gone into his Bible with his new eyes, that man
will never again be long out of his Bible. His daily life wiil nor let him
be long out of his Bible. His Bible is the only book of them all that wholly
answers to his life around him, and especially to his life within him. ,.I
was then never out of the Bible. " Have you ever had a time in your whole
life of which you could so speak? when was it? was it when ylu first got
your new eyes from God? or was it when some great sin of youis threatened
to find you out? or again, was it in som" g."it shipwreik of desire and
hope,_when all your other books, on whicriyou had fea your desire and
your hope, had suddenly become so much dust and ashesin your mouth?
A time of a great bereavement also sends some people back in a hurry to
their deserted Bible. or when they sat soritary, and when no man cared
for their soul, then their Bible began to come to itt o*n again in their broken
hearts, and then the forsaken soul rose up out ofthe dusiofdeath, and said:
"I will go' and will return to my first Husband, for then it was better with
me than now."

_ 
"And 

1ow, I began to look into the Bible with new eyes, and read as
I never did before. And especiaily, the Epistles of the eiosil" puui *"r.
sweet and pleasant to me. And, indeed, I was then never out of the Bible,
:tj!._r ur reading or meditation." Derighttul! Delighttul! BUT wHAi Is
THIS? For I turn the reaf of my Graci Aboundsind I find this: .,I am
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convinced that I am an ignorant sot: and that I lack those blessed gifts that
other good people have: the blessed gifts of spiritual knowledge and spiritual
understanding. For I am tossed continually between the devil and my own
ignorance, and am so perplexed, especially at some times, that I cannot
tell what to do. " Now, are you not - some of you - secretly glad to hear
that? Does that not immensely comfort you? I am sure it does. At any rate,
it immensely comforts me. To know that John Bunyan with all his new eyes
and with all his rapturous love for Paul's Epistles, yet at some times felt
himself to be a sot of a man; and to be tossed about by the devil and by
his own ignorance of divine things - does that not comfort you? At any
rate, I say, I for one get great comfort and great hope out of all that -

as well as out of such corresponding Scriptures as these: "I am dust and
ashes," said Abraham; "I am a worm and no man," said one of the
psalmists; "I am as a beast before thee," said another psalmist; "I was
shapen in iniquity." said the greatest and best of all the psalmists; "I am
a man of unclean lips," said the most evangelical of all the prophets; "I
abhor myself," said Job; "I am sold under sin," said Paul; "I am an
ignorant sot, tossed about by the devil at his will," said Bunyan. And so
on - in every sincere and genuine saint of God who is undergoing a great
sanctification for a great service on earth and in heaven.

Dear sin-tormented people of God! Do not be too much cast down. You
are in good company. You are in the best of company. Angels envy you
and your company. They would exchange all their glory for such an
experience and for such a prospect as yours. Therefore, comfort your hearts
with these words, and with a thousand more words like them that you will
find in Paul's so sweet and so pleasant Epistles.

aH 11 !  , , ,3
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Peace
ISA.  A.  BUCKLEY

This word is on every lip to-day. Peace is regarded as the greatest blessing
we can have, whether it be in family relationships or in industry, in villages
or between great nations. What is so often forgotten is that peace between
families or nations is impossible until we are at peace with God. We cannot
be rightly related to each other until we are rightly related to God our Creator
and Redeemer. Since, through sin, we are at enmity with Him the result
is enmity toward one another.

So, where can we find peace?
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Isaiah 26:3. THOU WILT KEEP HIM IN PERFECT PEACE, WHOSE
MIND IS STAYED ON THEE: BECAUSE HE TRUSTETH iN THEE.
True peace, true wholeness, true harmony can only be found in God. It
is His gift to those who trust in Him through Christ. It cannot be bought,
no works of our own, no work or ceremony performed by any ,nun'"un
bestow it. It had to be purchased for us by the t-ord Jesus christ at great
and terrible cost.
colossians 1;20. HAVING MADE PEACE THRoucH THE BLooD oF
HIS CROSS.
I Peter 1:18/19. FORASMUCH AS yE KNOW THAT yE WERE NOT
REDEEMED WITH CORRUPTIBLE THINGS _ BUT WITH THE
PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST.
The perfect peace of w-ryc]r the Bible speaks is Blood Bought.
Romans 5;1. THEREFORE BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAIT}i, wE HAVE
PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRiST.
. Having shed His precious blood for us, in our room and stead, He has

obrained redemption for us. As we trust in Him ALONE, God, for christ's
sake, looks in favour upon us and grants us His peace.
JOhN ]4:27. PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU, MY iBNCN I GIVE UNTO
YOU.

This is our dear Saviour's regacy to us. By His death He has paid the
p-enalty of our-sin. By His rising again He pioclaims that in Him, and in
Him alone is full and free Redemption and peace.

PEACE Purchased by His precious blood.
PEACE received by faith in Him alone.
PEACE His gift to His dear people.

Ephesians 2:14. HE IS OUR PEACE
By Christ on the Cross peace was made,
Our debt, by His death is all paid,
No other foundation is laid,
For peace, the gift of God's love

Peace, perfect peace in this dark world of sin?
The Blood of Jesus whispers peace within.

Grace all the work shall crown
Through everlasting days;

It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise

t,
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The Secret of Tranquillity
Psalm 37

David in this psalm speaks of the cure for care. Here is the voice of
experience "I have been young and now am old", he says in verse 25.
He speaks with ripened wisdom in the autumn of life. Life, with its many
changes, has taught him valuable lessons; he has not become embittered but
grown in grace as he contended with trials and tribulations. He reveals how
God's people may secure tranquillity in all the changing scenes of life.
Here David has much to say about the t ord; some fifteentimes he makes
reference to Him. So often we are man-conscious instead of being
God-conscious.

1. Fret not thyself.
Three times this exhortation occurs (vv. 1,7,g); we shall do well to heed

it. Someone has said that worry is like a rocking-horse - it keeps you going
but gets you nowhere. Fretting is not a wholesome occupation. 

^W 
orry", ,ur"

and fretting have the tendency to make us old before the time.
This psalm deals with a problem that caused much concern in old

Testament times - the prosperity of the wicked and the affliction of the
righteous. It was not easy to be content when the unscrupulous were
flourishing because of their wickedness. David says, don't be tempted to
copy them, don't listen to the argument that others do it, don't compiomise
yourself.."Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil" (verse g). They are to
leave their affairs in higher hands.

: ' t {  1

2. Trust in the Lord.
Because iniquity abounded some were becoming heated and fretful. It

was not easy to keep calm when sinners were enjoying great prosperity.
How then is fretfulness to be cured? David says, by t*tting in ttre t-ora
(verse 3). They were to rest in God's faithfulness. This was the theme of
another psalmist, "o t ord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in Thee"
(Psalm 84:12).

I -they were to rrust in the Lord and "do good" - this is the active side
I 

of faith. Doing good is a fine remedy for fretting. we need to take up a
f posltlve approach and not dwell on our troubles.

I 3. Delight thyself in the Lord verse 4.

I ^whar a beautiful phrase this is! and again, how very positive! All too
I often our tranquillity is so easily disturbed. Little things tend to get us down.r
Ir
--
I
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We are thus urged to lift our sights higher and fix our affections on the
Lord. Happy are they who can say, with Asaph, "there is none upon earth
that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the
strength of my heart and my portion for ever" (Psalm 73 25,26).

"Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."

4. Commit thy way unto the Lord verse 5.
If we leave to Him the guidance of our lives we will discover in a real

way the secret of tranquillity. "In all thy ways acknowledge Him and He
shall direct thy paths" (Proverbs 3:6). We are to commit each day to Him.
'Commit' speaks of a definite act. God does not reveal His will unless we
earnestly seek it. We need to pray:

"Thy way, not mine, O Lord,
However dark it be.
Lead me by Thine own hand,
Choose Thou the path for me."

5. Rest in the Lord verse 7.
David enjoins here the twin duties of resting and waiting. One of the marks

of the present age is its restlessness, and we are all prone to be affected
by it. However, it is only those who wait upon the Lord who have their
strength renewed (Isaiah 40:31).

How difficult it is at times to wait, for some of us are naturally impatient!
Sometimes we grow impatient at the apparent slowness with which God
works. We need to remind ourselves that God is never before His time.
and is never late.

r i i . . : i . l ; _ -  ; i J : r i  - ;

"Drop Thy still dews of quietness
Till all our strivings cease; ; e{iJ sl tzini i

:.i Take from our souls the strain and stress, ;.=;:
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace."

!  3 ' t ' '  ,  , i ,  M .  H .
.  . - -  :  1

u r : ; l  1 - t  '  

, :

:: ' ;ii 
" "Glory to God, they ne'er shall nfi€3"'i "

Beyond the l imits of His love;
Fenced by Jehovah's shalls and wills,
Firm as the everlastins hills."

Kent

;,

I
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Interruptions"rg
ROBERT HAWKER

"I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down; Wy should the
work cease, while I leave it and come dowm to you?" Nehemiah 6:3.

My soul! a very blessed instruction is held forth to thee in these words.
Nehemiah met with sad interruptions in his service while building the Lord's
house. Various were the attempts made by the enemies of God and His
cause, to call him off from his labours. But this was his answer to all. Now,
my soul, thou hast many enemies also, both from within and without; the
world and the powers of darkness and thine own corruptions are all in league
to interrupt thy pursuit of divine things. when. therefore, the Sanballats
and the Geshems of the day invite thee to the villages in the plain of Ono,
here is thine answer, "Why should the work of the Lord cease, when the
King's business requires dispatch?" Wherefore should the body, with all
its corrupt affections, drag down the soul? Is it reasonable, is it proper to
be concerned for the things of a day, while regardless of eternity? Wift thou
for ever be as little children amused with toys and taken up with playthings,
when Jesus is calling thee and proposing Himself to thee for thy constant,
unceasing, present and everlasting delight? Oh for grace and strength from
the Lord to be able, like Abraham, to fray away those fowls which come
down upon the sacrifice. Oh! do Thou, Lord, drive both the buyers and
the sellers from Thy temple. Take my whole heart and soul and all my
affections and fix and centre them all on Thyself. Every vanity, every robber,
like Barabbas of old, will be preferred to Thee, Thou dear Emmanuel, unless
Thy grace restrain and keep under what Thy grace hath taught me to know
and feel that I carry about with me a body of sin and death which is for
ever calling me aside from Thee. Oh! let Thy grace make its way through
all the swarms of vain thoughts and interruptions which surround me, and
make my soul "as the chariots of Amminadib!" Let no longer these .,dead
flies spoil the excellent ointment, " made fragrant by the rich spices of Thy
blessed Spirit, but when even by the most innocent calls, like that made
to Jesus Himself of His mother and His brethren being without desiring
to speak to Him, oh! for grace that, like my Lord, even then, I may not
suffer the higher claims of my God and Saviour to pass by, nor the work
of the Lord and the concern of my soul to cease, to come down to them.

I
a
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Thanking God for
everything

J. R. BEEKE
ir '!r $tq i"

"ln everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you."

I Thes. 5:18

God commands thanksgiving
The command to give thanks is all-embrasive: ..in everything give

thanks." "Everything" includes all your blessings and prosperity. lte
command is simple. God never tires of giving. Even when we are not
grateful, He gives and gives, and gives again. More particularly, however,
"everything" includes afflictions, cross-providences, and unsolvable riddles.

For flesh, this is impossible. But God delights to command the
impossible from us in order to drive us to christ. For it's only in Christ
that true thanksgiving can be had.

Christ Jesus is the praying and thanking High priest of His church. In
Him, praying and thanking are intertwined. Isn't christ the ultimate reason
why our Heidelberg Catechism can denominate prayer as the chief part of
thankfulness?

God wills thanksgiving
"For this is the will of God."
Were God not to will it, no one would ever be thankful. By nature. we

are full of depravity and sin - not full of thanks.
But God's will graciously changes that. In fact, that's what gospel grace

is all about: God's will conquering our will. The best momentJ of ou.liu"t
are those when we we can say with no strings attached: "Thy will be done.',

Submission, prayer, and thanksgiving are triplets in grace. Happily, God
the Father trains them all by His will. Therefore we are made willine in
the day of His power (Ps. l l0:3).

I
t

God grants thanksgiving
; l ] , , t  r t ;

; 1i:: 'r tBut again, "willing" only and and through Christ; . .x
True believers may obey God's command by faith, for it is ..in Christ

Jesus" that God grants thanksgiving. How? Through the Spirit's instruction
that "all things work together for good" for God-lovers (Rom. g:2g).

In the light of Romans 8:28, God's children have times when they see
with faith's eye the "needs be" of all that opposes the flesh. And that "needs
be" is this:
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To cause me to walk by faith - not by sight.
To teach me to live in the light of eternity.
To wean me from the world.
To keep me conscious of the sinfulness of sin. j
To attune me to God's fatherliness in chastisement.
To humble me, reminding me who I am and who God is.
To provide me with sin-destroying, fruit-producing medicine.
To conform me to Christ by making me partake of His sufferings and
image. ,::
To pave my way to glory. 

i,:

Yes, all that God does is for your ultimate good, true believer. Hence,
keep courage. What God commands andwills,He grants. Your thanksgiving
is safe in His hands, for His commanding, willing, and granting all lie nrcked
away from the satanic grasp in the interceding Christ. Even you cannot
spoil it.

Be thankful. As John Trapp quipped, "He that rides to be crowned need
not think much of a rainy day. " You are riding to be crowned. Think not
much of a rainy day. But when you do, then think of affliction as God's
paved way to glory.

Your rainy days here are God's training ground to make you ripe for
the eternal sunshine you will inherit hereafter. In Christ you have a
thanksgiving reserved that will remain forever unmarred by sin. your place
at His table won't be empty. You are on your way to a heavenly banquet.
But a little while, and you shall see Him - again. See Him perfectly,
thanktully.

All because He wills your thanksgiving. And His will cannot fail. you
know what He said about sparrows.

Trwt Him - not yourself. Thank Him - not yourself. Boast of Him -
not of yourself.

' The Rev. J. R. Beeke is pastor of First Netherlands Reformed Congregation,
- Grand Rapids, Michigan, U.S.A.
I
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All our afflictions are Christ's refinings; and the purer the gold, the hotter
will be the fire; the whiter the garment, the harder the cleansing.

A. Thompson

233
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Prison Ministrv
Once again all previous records have been broken in the Inrd's Dav

observance Society's unique ministry in making their Diary available to
those deprived of their liberty in our penal establishments.

_ Through the generosity of the Lord's people and the co-operation of many
Governors and prison chaplains more than 30,000 diaries were distributed
last year. In this special way about three-fifths of the prison poulation of
the United Kingdom is reached. Many prisoners who may have iittle thought
of spiritual matters are thus pointed to the scriptures as they read ihe
carefully selected daily texts.

The Society is going ahead in faith this year with an even larger print
order. The production costs will total some flr,792 and in addition the."
is the cost of postage and packing.

Readers who would like to support this ministry may send their gifts to
Lord's Day Observance Society,
6 Sherman Road, Bromley, Kent BRI 3JH

Jottings from a n
Pilgrim's Notebook

John 8 vv.48-59

What Jesus says of Himself

He says, "I honour my Father" v 49.,\ seek not Mine own Glory"
v50. "if a man keep my saying he shall never see death. " v5l When the
Jews objected and asked "Art Thou greater than our father Abraham?"
Jesus said, "It is my Father that honoureth Me; of whom ye say, that He
is your God." v 54. "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day; and
he saw it and was glad." v 56 He saw it on Mount Moriah *h"n hir ron
was on the altar for "He called the place Jehovah Jireh, as it is said. In
the mount of the Lord is shall be seen". Gen22:14.

Then for the third time in this chapter Jesus called himself I AM: the
sacred name of Jehovah. The Jews understood his claim and took up stones
to stone Him.
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What then must be my response as I read these words? First I must
recognise Jesus as my God, and give Him the reverence, the worship, the
love and the obedience due to God. Then as He said "I honour my Father";
so must I make it my object at all times and in all circumstances to honour
God. I must seek the help of the Holy Spirit that I never dishonour Him,
by my conduct or my words. Jesus said "I seek not mine own glory." Until
I was born again it was always my object to seek my own glory and my
own pleasure but this is the very essence of sin. Now I am called to seek
only the glory of God my Father and of Jesus my Saviour. "I will bless
the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my mouth" psalm
34: 1 . Jesus said ''If a man keep my word he shall never experience death"
v 52. I have abundant cause to praise Him for this gift of eternal life, let
me learn to live in constant communion with Him and with the Father.

A.V. McC.

Book Reviews

Serving The King. Derek Thomas. Evangelical press. ppl22. f,1.95.
The subtitle, 'A Guide to Christian Usefulness', is an apt summary. The

idea behind 'Every member ministry' is not to make a Pastor unnecessary,
but to inspire the whole congregation to share, according to their talents,
in the witness, work, sympathy, and support, which every Church should
give to all within its reach. Mary of Bethany is the example. She .did what
she could', and it brought great blessing.

This is a simple straightforward call to all churchgoers. It is also a gentle
leading to drink of the true waters of scriptural spirituality.

w.J.P.

I
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The Gospel Pedlar. Nigel Pibworth. Evangelicat press. pp 313. f6.95.
This is the story of John Berridge, Vicar of Everton, Beds., during the

Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth century. He was a close friend of
John Newton, G. Whitefield, J. Wesley, Lady Huntingdon, and Henry
Venn. This biography opens a window upon the whole viita of the revival.
It is a very thorough piece of research, easily readable, with full references
and bibliography.

It covers the whole,of Berridge's life and itineraries; his writings
(including his influential book 'The Christian world Unmasked'); his hymns;
his pastoral methods; and his christian life experiences. Included also is
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his last sermon on Ps. 62. v. 8, and pictures, one of Everton Church, and
one of Berridge preaching in his crowded church, vested correctly in his
preaching gown.

He is described as an 'experimental Calvinist'. He was remarkably
unconventional and homely. Here are two of his sayings:

i. A Prayer for Faithfulness.
'O l-oiO give me an heart.upright, 

"An heavenly courage for the fight,
And zeal that is alert,
Not raving mad, but meekly bold,
And not seduced by fear oi gold,
My Saviour to desert.'

ii. The local Church as a place of fellowship and outreach:
'Give peace in the fold And fellowship sweet,
And make young and old Lay down at Thy feet;
The elder ones bleating With lustiest praise,
And lambkins repeating the wonders of grace.
Some strays we yet lack Which in the world roam;
Lord, whistle them back, and fetch them safe home.
And thousands which lost are, And never yet found,
Allure them to feast here On mercy's fair ground.'

It is a commendably heartwarming book. " .

Christianity among the New Zealanders. William Wiiliams. The
Banner of Truth Trust. Casebound & Illustrated. pp 3g4. fg.gi.

Samuel Marsden, from neighbouring Australia, established a mission to
the Maori New Zealanders in 1814. Despite martyrdom, cannibalism,
vicious inter-tribal fighting, this was successful enough to warrant C.M.S.
sending a handful of Evangelical missionaries in support. One of them,
William Williams, later became the first Bishop, and wrote this volume
in 1867. He describes the steady, life-changing, culture-cleansing, progress
of the Gospel message, in spite of all set-backs.

By the time systematic colonization began in the 1840's, a widespread
work of grace had been accomplished, and a large christian church
established across the land. This in spite of Roman Catholic efforts to disrupt
the faithful, and the internal opposition of several tribal chiefs.

The last chapter relates the unhappy divisions that took place consequent
on mass immigration after the 40's, the sale of land, and warfare against

I
I

I
:



r-
t

The Gospel Mdgazine 237

the English. The Maori Church was shaken to its foundations. To-day New
Zealand is a different place.

There are six full page illustrations of N.Z. country sites. The story is
a challenge to the Church to preach the Gospel which alone can bring peace,
life, and justice, to all nations. It will be welcomed by all missionary hiarted
people in both hemispheres-

w.J.P.

Satan cast out. F. S. Leahy. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp l9g. f2.gi.
Professor Leahy of the Reformed Theological College, Belfast, has given

us a very good and comprehensive study of Satanic and demonic activity,
in Biblical times and through to the present day.

By contrast the authority and sovereignty of Christ is well illustrated.
That He is the power of God to salvation from sin and every form of demon
possession is clear in every age of Church history.

Humanist uses of psychology and psychiatry to explain away demon
possession are shown to be inadequate.

Advice is given to Christian counsellors; and the Church is called upon
to make clear its faith in christ. The only lasting cure for demon possession
consists in a fourfold prescription: the knowledge of God as revealed in
His Word the Bible, the full Gospel message of the Saviour; Christian
prayer, and the fellowship of the Church.

The book is commended to parents, teachers, youth workers, and
ministers.

w.J.P.

Truth under attack. Eryl Davies. Evangelical press. pp 334. f6.95
This survey of thirty two cults and religious movements outlines the

history, belief, and practices of modern deviations from the teachine of
Scripture.

The main sections are downgrade movements within the christian
churches; old established cults; socially deviant or disruptive groups; occult
groups; far eastern groups; and humanism.

There is also a useful section explaining major biblical doctrines, a good
index, and reference section, and also useful addresses in Great Britain.
and U.S.A. for further information.

This book is likely to become a popular reference book for busy ministers
who need such information at their fingertips. The author is a senior Tutor,
at the Evangelical Theological College of Wales.

w.J.P.
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