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Editorial
May I bring to you a most encouraging word from the book of Nahum? Here it is -

"the Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knoweth them that trust

in Him" (l:7) This verse speaks of:

1. The goodness of God
When Nahum wrote these words he was in the process of prophesying hard things.

There is surely a lesson for us here. When the sky is overcast God hasn't changed -

one writer has said "his dispensations may vary but His nature is always the same". His

goodness is unchanging like Himself. Never doubt His goodness. God is goodness itself,

good in all His acts of providence and grace'

2. The protection of God
Sooner or later we all need a stronghold, for trouble in some measure comes to everyone

- "man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward". God's people are not promised

immunity from trouble but He undertakes to provide a refuge for them in the time of trouble'

He is well able to deliver His people and our interests are safe in His hands.

3. The knowledge of God
"He knoweth them that trust in Him". He knows all about His people and never loses

sight of them. The Lord Jesus assures us "I know my sheep and am known of mine".

W. Oo not by any means fully understand what God's purposes are. His ways are often

mysterious but He knows what He is about.

May we know increasingly the goodness and the protection of God and may our trust

be in Him.

.l
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Walking Worthy of Our Vocation

A Sermon by the Editor

"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy o7 the ,ocation
wherewilh ye are called., Wilh all lowhness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing
one another in love." Ephesians 4: I & 2.

At this point in Paul's epistle he turns from the doctrinal exposition of his theme to
the practical exhortation and, if you are familiar with this letter, you will know that Paul
has been speaking of the wonder and the wealth of the blessings that are ours in Christ.
He has spoken of all that we owe to Christ, of all that Christ has done for us, and you
remember for instance in the second chapter he says "And you hath He quickened, who
were dead in trespasses and sins" and "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God. " But now Paul is concerned to move his readers
to live according to the faith that they profess and says, "I therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called." He
confronts them with an urgent personal appeal for worthy, christian behaviour. He has
been speaking of the believer's standing in Christ but he says this must be related to what
he is in the world, in other words, doctrine must issue in duty, belief must issue in behaviour,
and creed must be seen in conduct. Notice how he begins the passage, "I therefore the
prisoner of the Lord."

1. Paul's description of himself, the Lord's prisoner. Now this is the third time that
Paul had been in prison. Of course he had not done anything wrong but was only there
because of his utter faithfulness to Christ. But this is the third time that he has seen the
inside of a prison. True, the first time it was a very mild affair. The authorities were very
lenient to him. He was able to a very large extent to carry on his own work because we
read at the end of the last verse of the Acts of the Apostles that he was confined to his
own hired house and that all resorted to him and he preached the Word. But this present
experience is something of a different order. He experiences something of the rigour and
the squalor of the jail in Rome, but he is not ashamed of his bonds. He thought that the
truth was something worth suffering for. Notice again how he describes himself, "the

prisoner of the L,ord." When you come to think of it, it was the Jews who had brought
about his arrest and it was the Romans who had actually imprisoned him, but he describes
himself as 'the prisoner of the Lord. " He regards it, in other words, as a title of honour.
It was because of his loyalty to the Master that he was incarcerated, therefore there is
no shame, only a glorying in it. Discipleship in those days was a costly affair. It meant
unpopularity, ostracism, suspicion and hatred and because of all those things he was in
prison. Isn't it interesting to think of some of God's many prisoners; there must be a Roll
of Honour in heaven on which is inscribed all those who have suffered for Christ and
have been imprisoned for their faith. kt me quickly remind you of one or two. What
about William Tyndale - he was one of the great translalors of the English Bible. I wonder
if we really appreciate the fact that we have the Bible in the common tongue but it has
come to us at the cost of blood, sweat and tears, and William Tyndale knew something

rts
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of the cost. He was aman who was concerned to translate the Bible out of the dead languages
of the past in the English language so that, as he put it, "the boy who drives the plough
may read God's Word in his own tongue." He had to flee the country. He went to Belgium
but there he was found out and he was put in prison at Vilvord, and I well remember
some years ago standing on the very spot where Tyndale was burnt at the stake, "a prisoner
of the t ord. " When you come to Covenanting times in Scotland there is that great man,
Samuel Rutherford, who was put in prison in Aberdeen for none other reason but that
he preached the truths of the Gospel and he wrote in his prison cell those matchless letters
of his and he put the address at the head of the Letters "The King's Palace" Aberdeen,
because the very presence of Christ transformed the prison cell. We recall our visit to
Anworth by the Solway where Samuel Rutherford was the minister prior to his
imprisonment. What about John Bunyan in Puritan times in England? He was put in prison
again for the simple reason that he preached the Gospel, and what a pathetic story it is
regarding John Bunyan. He was separated from his wife and family - they were almost
destitute no meals were provided in the prison and his poor wife had to send what food
she could to her husband and she had one child that was blind. It is a pathetic and moving
story, and yet from that prison there came those tremendous books of John Bunyan's 'Grace

Abounding' 'Pilgrim's Progress' etc. books that have stood the test of time, but John Bunyan
could have said with the Apostle Paul "I therefore the prisoner of the Lord. " Or, come
to our own times, what about those in Russia who have suffered because of their faithfulness
to Christ and tortured too.

So, here is Paul's description of himself, "I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord. " Notice
he writes with pathetic dignity. It was for the Lord's sake that he wore this heavy chain,,
the result of faithful and uncompromising service.

2. His plea for consistency, "I beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called. " This is a plea for consistency. He uses his afflicted condition
as an affectionate plea with these Ephesians to give heed to his counsel. What about
Ephesus? Well, it was the city principally celebrated for the Temple of Diana. It was one
of the great wonders of the world. It was a city regarded as sacred to that goddess, and
it was also the chief city of necromancy and exorcism and magic art. It was, indeed, a
dark place spiritually, and these christians to whom the Apostle writes had at one time
been worshippers ofthis heathen goddess, but now they have been converted. They had
turned from darkness to light. They had been turned from idols to serve the living and
the true God. I don't think we can quite appreciate the tremendous change that came over
them, but Paul writes to them that they must be entirely consistent with their new faith,
so he addresses this loving appeal to them, "I beseech you that your conduct corresponds
with your high calling in Christ," and Paul was very fond of beseeching his hearers or
his writers. You remember how in the lrtter to the Roman Christians when he develops
his great theme of justification and expounds the Gospel in all its fulness he comes to
the practical part and he says, "I beseech you, therefore, by the mercies of God that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God which is your reasonable
service." Or take his word to the Corinthian Christians, "We, therefore, as workers
together with Him beseech you that you receive not the grace of God in vain." Notice
how the Apostle's heart goes out, "I beseech you." He doesn't compel them - he beseeches
them.

!
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direct peisonal entreaty, ''I beg you to lead a worthy life" and what
is the ground of his appeal? It is this - our Christian calling, our vocation, and he implies
that an entirely new manner of life is expected of us; if we belong to Christ we aie to
live differently, and so, thinking of all that he has just written concerning the blessings
of the Gospel he says, "I beseech you walk worthy of your vocation" ano ttls "ntr*-ty
is enforced by his authority as an Apostle, and by the cosr to him in suffering for thl
faithful discharge of his ministry, "I beseech you", and the ground, ,.the -vocation

wherewith ye are called. " Have you ever thought of what a greai privilege is ours if we
are Christian people - your vocation, your calling?

It is spoken of in more than one place in the New Testament. Peter, for instance, says
it is an enlightening calling. "Ye have been called" he says "out of darkness into God's
marvellous light" or again we are told that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of illumination
and that He "turns men from darkness to light - and from the power of Satan unto God."
It is an enlightening calling.

We read too, it is a sanctifying calling, for the Apostle when he writes to the Church
in Thessalonica says, "God has not called us to uncleanness but unto holiness" and the
Spirit sanctifies when he takes us in hand. He writes God's law in our hearts, implanting
new and holy affections within us, and we are to live in a manner which is becoming
of those who enjoy so great a privilege. "Walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
called," or, as he puts it when he was writing to the colossians (and he takes up much
the same theme) "Walk worthy of the,Lord unto all pleasing" and our chief and overriding
concern must be to please Him out of sheer gratitude, we should seek to live to the glory
of God.

When William Grenfell was invited to go to Labrador his mother advised him to pray
the.Psalmist's prayer, "Teach me to do the thing that pleaserh Thee" and, we can pray
no better prayer than that. "Teach me to do the thing that pleaseft Thee." "your vocationt'
says the Apostle, and this vocation is variously described in the Letter to the Hebrews.
It is spoken of as "the heavenly calling"; "partakers" says the Apostle "of the heavenly
calling" and Paul speaks of it to the Philippian christians as "the high calling" - 'tr
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" and to
Timothy he says, it is "a holy calling." "we have been saved" he says "with a holy
calling. "Who then is sufficient for these things?" Isn't this a clarion call to our own
age? Nothing brings so much bad odour on the Gospel than those who profess with their
lips and yet deny by their lives and by their actions. The call for consistency is very much
needed I believe in our own day. What. then. are the characteristics of a life that is pleasing
to God?

Just look in our text. Here are three or four things mentioned - that of lowliness. He
says in v.2 this is to be one of the characteristics of a life that is pleasing to God, lowliness,
and the man who truly realises what Christ has done for him is not likely to be puffed
up with himself. The Apostle himself is a wonderful illustration of that. Here in this same
letter to Ephesus he really tortures language because in the third chapter he speaks of himself
as "less than the least of all saints. " Grammatically, it is incorrect, but Paul found language
was inadequate and he says "I am less than the least of all saints. " There was lowliness
for you. or, when he is writing to the Corinthians in the great passage on the resurrection
he speaks of himself as the least of all the Apostles, "as one born out of due time. " paul
was nothing if he was not consistent and if he is urging consistency on others he was
concerned to be consistent himself. But look at the supreme example of our Lord Jesus
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Christ Himself. "f am meek and lowly in heart" and He comrnends us to "learn of Him"
- to be utterly lacking in self-assertiveness. Listen again to those glowing words of Paul
"Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus who being in the form of God
thought it not robbery to be equal with God but He made Himself of no reputation and
took upon Himself the form of a servant and was made in the likeness of men." There
is lowliness, and Paul says that is to be one of the characteristics of the Christian -

lowliness. Someone has said that humility is the first, second and third essential of the
Christian life. lowliness.

The second characteristic, meekness, and the Bible has quite a lot to say on the subject
of meekness and, to go back to Paul's passage when he was writing to the Corinthians
he says "I beseech you by the meekness and the gentleness of Christ", and James tells
us that we are to "receive with meekness the engrafted Word. " The root meaning of this
word is 'a spirit that takes no offence.' You may have heard of the child in the Bible Class
who was aked the question "Who are the meek?" and the answer given was "Those who
give soft answers to rough questions." Well, it was not far from the mark - meekness.
It is said of Moses that he was the meekest man on the earth, but don't run away with

the idea that Moses was weak, because there is a world of difference between meekness
and weakness, and, if Moses was meek, he was far from being weak. He was strong -

he needed to be - to be the leader of the children of Israel. What about Abraham? There
you see meekness in his life. There came a day when he and his nephew had to part

company, not because they themselves fell out, but their herdsmen had a squabble. They
had too many cattle, and they decided to separate. Abraham was the leader, he was the
older of the two and Abraham said to his nephew "Well, you take your choice. If you
go to the left, I will go to the right, and vice versa" - there was meekness, and Paul

says this is to be the characteristic of the Christian life - lowliness and meekness. We
must seek to live in humble dependence upon God's help and in submission to Him. Self
importance, the love of power and office and the craving for applause must be set aside.

But there is something else - longsuffering. We are to endure with unruffled temper
instead of being intolerant or impatient or hyper-critical - longsuffering.

And you recall Paul's great hymn in praise of love, I Corinthians c.l3 and he says there,
"Love is kind and suffers long." Something else - "Forbearing one another" or, as

we could put it, lovingly putting up with what we don't like in others. Oh yes, we all
have our faults and our failings and our weaknesses. The Apostle put it like this when
he was writing to the Colossians, "Forbearing one another and forgiving one another if

any man have a quarrel against any, even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye"'

Notice the crowning thing of all, here it is, "Forbearing one another in love." There
is the motivating power, love. Then on to the 5th chapter he says, "Walk in love" and

nothing is so pressed upon us in the New Testament as the motivating power of love.

Love is the law of Christ's kingdom. Just immediately before the cross our Lord said
to His disciples in the upper room "A new commandment give I unto you that ye love

one another; as I have loved you, so love ye one another. " This is the motivating power
- love.

As Christians we need timeless patience towards one another putting up with the failures
and peculiarities of each other and there must be mutual forbearance because this demands
an avoidance of censoriousness, superiority, or self-assertion. "Forbearing one another
in love."
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Here, then, is the ideal that the Apostle holds before us. He says that this is what the
pagans are looking for in your lives. He says "It is useless for you to say you have turned
from idols unless they can see it written in large letters in your life, and these are the
characteristics you must seek to display."

Oh! does not this come home to us, that we may indeed have these marks about us,
not that we may draw attention to ourselves - God forbid - but that we may back up
our lives what we profess with our lips. Let us then seek to have a love free from the
meanness of selfishness, from pride and arrogance, let us show gentleness and love and
make the Gospel beautiful in the eyes of those who never enter the Church door. It was
said of the early Christians that "Men and women took knowledge of them that they had
been with Jesus." They saw something of these marks in them and they couldn't help
giving their testimony that these men and women had come in touch with Christ and that
Christ had left His mark on their lives.

May that mark be seen in our lives!
Here, then, is our text again. "I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord beseech you that

you walk worthy of the vocation where unto ye are called with all lowliness and meeknes$,
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love."

May God indeed give us grace to take heed to these things and may His handiwork
be seen in our lives and "May the beauty of Jesus be seen in us" for His Name's sake,
Amen. M.H.

For Younger Readers
Car ine Mackenzie

Precious Jewels
If you look in the window of a jeweller's shop you will notice that diamonds, rubies

and emeralds are very expensive. If you own a necklace or a ring, it will be very precious
to you and you will take good care of it. God has jewels which are very precious to him.
The Bible tells us that each Christian is one of God's jewels. Each one is very precious
to him and he will take good care of them. "They shall be mine in that day when I make
up my jewels." Malachi 3.17.

Why are jewels precious? Very hard work is needed to mine jewels from the earth.
There are diamond mines in Africa and Australia where tremendous effiort is made to extract
the jewel-bearing rock. It is demanding and dangerous work.

What great effort was required to produce God's jewels. God had to send his only Son
to this world; there he suffered the agony of a cruel death on the cross to pay the price
of the sin of each one of his people. This was the hardest work of all, but it had to be
done to procure the precious jewels called Christians.

If a jewel is to show its beauty to perfection it needs to be expertly cut. The diamond
will then reflect the light from the different facets and will shine and sparkle.

150
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The Christian needs to be 'cut' in order to shine more brightly and reflect the light of
Christ. The cutting is painful. God's word is like a sharp two-edged sword which cuts
away at sin and hypocrisy. If a jewel gets dirty it becomes dull. If you take a ring to the
jeweller's shop to be cleaned, he will put it into a machine for a short time to be shaken.
This treatment cleans the jewel and it shines brightly again.

The Christian needs a shaking sometimes. Very often a problem will shake us out of
our lethargy and make us return to more earnest prayer. It makes us trust in Jesus Christ
more. That shaking is good for us.

Jewels are precious because of who owns them. A necklace owned by Queen Victoria
would be more valuable than one owned by an unknown person. I have a pendant, given
to me by my mother, which originally belonged to her mother. This pendant means a lot
to me because it was my grandmother's. The Christian is precious because he belongs
to Christ. "Thine they were and thou gavest them me" said Jesus to his Father. What
a wonderful comfort to the Christian to know that he belongs to Jesus.

Jewels are more beautiful when they are arranged in a collection. Each stone may have
a different colour or shape but in a setting together they make an even more beautiful
piece of jewelry.

Christians are more beautiful when they are united in love to each other. Each one is
different but set together in the grace of God they become orre. This unity is pleasing to God.

Jewels are precious because they last. They do not wear out or break. Christ's jewels
last too. He has given them eternal life. They shall never perish. These jewels will last
even through the fire of temptation or trial.

PAZZLE

The Christian is described in the Bible as a JEWEL.

Fill in the missine words from the verses which describe or instruct the Christian.

1. Being J by faith we have peace with God. Romans 5.1.

i
I

of all men.

3. For we are his W

4. Be thou an E
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

) .

2. Ye are our F. written in our hearts, known and read
2 Corinthians 3.2.

created in Christ Jesus unto sood works.
Ephesians 2.10.

of the believers in word, in conversation in
I Timothv 4.12.

one another, as he gave us commandment. 1 John 3.23.
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A Pleasant Spot on Earth
A recent holiday afforded us the opportunity of fulfilling a long cherished desire of visiting

St. Andrews, Fife, Scotland.
This old universify town must be one of the most fascinating in Scotland. It is interesting

on several accounts - it was once the ecclesiastical capital ofthe country; it saw stirring
events during the Reformation period and here lies in sure and certain hope the mortal
remains of such spiritual giants as Rutherford and Halyburton.

The town itself stands on a promontory and has lovely beaches. It is of course, renowned
for its golf courses, golf is said to have been played here since the l5th century. St. Andrews
was made a royal burgh in 1140; the cathedral was founded 1160 becoming the largest
in the country. The University is the oldest in Scotland being founded in 1412. Here then
is a place where history meets one at every turn.

John Knox preached his first public sermon in the Town Church (Holy Trinity) in 1547 .
That same year Knox was among the garrison when the castle was taken by the French
fleet and he with others was taken to the galleys in France - his captivity lasting some
19 months. The castle, now a ruin, is situated on a rock overlooking the sea. Here Cardinal
Beaton was murdered in 1546.

St. Andrews witnessed not a few martyr deaths, the first being that of Paul Craw, a
native of Bohemia in 1433. he was burned at the stake. It was said that a brass ball was
put in his mouth to prevent him addressing the onlookers.

Patrick Hamilton was another who sealed his faith with his blood. He had studied in
Wittenberg and on his return to Scotland preached the reformed faith. This greatly angered
Archbishop James Beaton who was determined to exterminate him. He was incarcerated
in the castle at St. Andrews and then burned to death. The fire burned but slowly and
thereby increasing his agonies. Patrick Hamilton had a far reaching influence in Scotland.
It was said that "his reek infected all it blew upon' '. Many were drawn to the rediscovered
truths of the Gospel by his testimony both in life and death. P.H. marks the spot in the
cobbles where he was martyred in 1527.

Another plaque marks the spot outside the castle where George Wishart was burnt at
the stake. His dying agonies being watched and gloated over by Cardinal Beaton from
a window in the castle. Wishart was a one time schoolmaster. His open air preaching drew
large crowds to hear him. Wishart was brought to trial by Cardinal David Beaton nephew
of James Beaton who had been responsible for the death of Patrick Hamilton. George
Wishart in his trial stressed that all preaching should be brought to the test of Scripture.
Purgatory was one of the subjects debated. Wishart showed it to be, as the 39 Articles
declare, "a fond thing vainly invented and founded upon no warranty ofholy Scripture".
The inscription on the plaque outside the castle reads:

GEORGE WISHART 1513-1546.
A powerful Protestant preacher. He was betrayed to Cardinal Beaton, brought

here, put in the Sea Tower, condemned for heresy and burnt at the stake on I March.
The lettering G.W. on the roadway marks where he died. His friends conspired
against the Cardinal and on 26 May gained entry to the castle, killed him and hung
his body from the battlements, then together in the castle they created the first
congregation of the Protestant Church in Scotland.
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In a prominent place'along the sea front is the Martyrs' Memorial commemorating the
reformers burned in St. Andrews in the 15th and l6th centuries. One wonders what the
average passer by thinks as he sees this reminder of the heroism of former days? How
thankful we should be for the Gospel which has come to us at the cost of blood, sweat
and tears.

The Cathedral has been in ruins over the centuries and the ground used as a cemetery.
A little searching among the graves brought us to what is sometimes called "Divinity

Corner" where lie Samuel Rutherford and Thomas Halyburton.
Samuel Rutherford lived from 1600 to 1661. In 1627 he was appointed to the parish of

Anwoth by the Solway at a time when modifred episcopacy was enforced. Dr. John Macleod
has this pithy comment on his appointment at that time - "like Baal of old the Bishop of

Galloway must have been asleep or on a journey when Rutherford was settled at Anwoth
without having to come under any engagement to comply with episcopal innovations".
Because of his proclamation and defence of the doctrines of grace Rutherford was later

exiled to Aberdeen. He used his time there to good effect writing no less than 220 of his
now famous letters. Spurgeon said of Rutherford's letters "what a wealth of spiritual
nourishment we have here!" Someone else has said "Rutherford the man, the scholar,

the saint, the divine is one of our most precious names. He wrote much but of all his

works that which outdistanced the rest is the collection of his letters". Eventually he was

released from prison and returned to Anwoth but his second sojourn was of short duration.

He was appointed to the chair of divinity at St. Andrews and later appointed Principal

of New College.
When Charles II ascended the throne Rutherford was sunlmoned to account but before he

could answer the earthly surnmons he was called to the court of heaven.
Rutherford was one of the representatives at the Westminster Assembly which drew up

the Westminster Confession and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
Thomas Halyburton like not a few of God's choicest saints did not have a long

span of life on earth. He died in l7l2 in his 38th year. In boyhood his mother took

him to Rotterdam to escape persecution, he was in later years to emerge as a

theologian of the first order. Principal Macleod described him as "an intense thinker".

Professor G. N. M. Collins says he was one of the two greatest theologians Scotland ever
produced, the other being William Cunningham. Halyburton was he further says "an almost

unrivalled exponent of Biblical theology".
Halyburton confronted Deism and wrote one of the $eatest books on the subject "Natural

Religion insufficient and Revealed necessary to man's happiness". All his works were

published posthumously.
He was appointed minister of Ceres, Fife in 1700. He began his ministry there by

preaching from Acts lO:29 "1 ask therefore for what intent have ye sent for me?"

When Halyburton was appointed Professor of theology at St. Andrews his health was

already poor and before long a decline set in. When he died he had only held office for

two years.
He expressed a wish to be buried near to Samuel Rutherford and said "I was just thinking

on the pleasant spot of earth that I will get to lie in beside Mr. Rutherford, Mr. Forester

and Principal Anderson; and I will come in as the little one among them and I will get

my pleasant George in my hand and we will be a knot of bonnie dust". (Thomas Forrester

died 1706, he was Principal of St. Andrews College from 1698. Haylburton's son George

died only a little time before his father).
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The spot *here these saints sleep has been "the resort for meditation ior godly folk
whose minds drew them more to the worthies of the past than to the men among whom
they lived and moved" (John Macleod).

Our visit to this,"pleasant spot on earth" was an experience never to be forgotten, it
greatly enriched our holiday in the kingdom of Fife.

M.H.

Ministerial Faithfulness of
Samuel Rutherford

Adam Loughr idge

Near the old ivy-covered ruins of the Church at Anworth on the hillside farm at Boreland
in Galloway there stands an impressive monument bearing witness to the life and work
of Samuel Rutherford. It calls to remembrance the nine stirring years of his ministry and
was erected "in admiration of his eminent talents, extensive learning, ardent piety,
ministerial faithfulness and distinguished public labours in the cause of civil and religious
liberty. "

From this notable list of outstanding characteristics we underline one that presents to
us a special challenge today. It is his MINISTERIAL FAITHFULNESS. It is our prayer
that he, though dead, may speak to us and that his life story may stimulate us to be "good

ministers of Jesus Christ."
Let us first of all outline the story of the man who holds such a unique place in the

life and work of the Church in Scotland. No one was better equipped than he to prepare
the way for the practice of covenanting in the lTth century, and to build on the solid
foundation laid by John Knox and Andrew Melville. His uncompromising attachment to
Christ and His Church stemmed the rising tide against the Gospel and against simple
government in the Church.

Samuel Rutherford was born of farming stock in the parish of Crailing near Nisbet in
Roxburghshire in the Border country of Scotland in the year 1600. He showed evidences

.of grace in his boyhood and his mind was always sensitive to spiritual impressions. "He

began life with the glamour of heaven about him", writes one in a biographical sketch.
A miraculous escape from death by drowning in the village well filled him with a sense
of debt to God and His grace, and he carried this indebtedness with him all through life.
His academic career was one of outstanding brilliance. Entering the University of Edinburgh
in 1617 he graduated M.A. in 162L. He was appointed Professor of l,atin in 1623 but
was forced to resign in 1626 as his unauthorised marriage with Epiphemia Hiimilton roused
the displeasure of Adamson, the Principal of the University. He was charged with
immorality, but the real offence was his marrying without academic or Episcopal authority,
and Archbishop Spottiswood used all his powers to humiliate Presbyterians wherever that
was possible. His discharge from the University was, in God's good providence, a blessing
to many, for in 162'7 he was ordained to the office of the Gospel Ministry and set apart
to minister to the little congregation at Anworth on Solwayside. For nine years he proved
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a faithful shepherd of the flock, and our assessment of his pastoral concem will deal more
fully with those rich and profitable years.

His refusal to yield to the pressures for conformity to an episcopal pattern led to his

deposition from office in 1636, his banishment to Aberdeen and his detention there during

the king's pleasure. It was during this period that he wrote his Letters - 365 in all -

mainly to members of his congregation and to friends who claimed an interest in his prayers

and his ministry of encouragement.
His later life was associated with the University of St. Andrews. He served as Professor

of Divinity from 1638 to 1647 , principal of New College from 1647 and Rector of the

University till 1650, when in a petty display of persecution, the Privy Council of Restoration

days stripped him of all his offices, deposed him from the pastorate of St. Andrews Kirk

and accused him of high treason. Messengers were sent from Edinburgh demanding his

presence for condemnation and martyrdom. But the summons found him on his deathbed

and the dying'saint, sustained by glimpses of heaven's glory, sent back this message to

his malignant accusers. "Tell them", he said, "that I have a sulrunons already before
a superior Judge and Judicatory, and it behoves me to answer my first summons; and,

ere your day arrives, I shall be where few kings and great folks come". The frustrated

Council ordered that he should not die within the precincts of the College and heard Lord

Burleigh's stern rebuke, "Ye have voted that honest man out of his College; but ye cannot

vote him out of heaven".
A nominee for appointments to Dutch Universities on two occasions (1648 and 1651)

and a worthy Commissioner from Scotland to the Assembly of Divines at Westminster

he displayed a wide range of talents. In him were combined the gifts of an eloquent preacher,

the grices ofa tender-hearted pastor, and the sound scholarship and administrative genius

that magnified his office as a professor of divinity and.a commissioner who pleaded the

cause of Christ and His kingdom at Westminster.
It is not our purpose here to illustrate his devotion to constitutional government. He

fought for spiritual freedom, demanded a limit to monarchical powers, and refused to accept

the obnoxious doctrine of the divine right of kings. All his logic and wisdom and energy

were directed against the tyranny of the King and his councillors and in Lex Rex, The

Law and the King, Rutherford established and defended from the Word of God man's

rightful heritage and sowed a seed that bore fruit in the Revolution Settlement of 1690

some 30 years after his death.
Into sixty thrilling years Samuel Rutherford fitted a life of industry - what with teaching

and preaching and travelling and writing. An expressive line on his tombstone at St.

Andrews sums up this gracious life.
"What tongue, what pen, or skill of men,

Can famous Rutherford commend!
His learning justly raised his fame,

True godliness adorned his name.
He did converse with things above,

Acquainted with Immanuel's love."

l. The streams by which his Pastoral faithfulness was nourished.
The longer we look at his life and work the clearer it becomes that there were a number

of vital contributory factors that made him a devoted and tender hearted shepherd. A primary

factor was his own unique personality. "I am made of extremes" he writes, in one notable
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confelsion to a correspondent. For him it was an easy transiiiori'froin tears 6f bittrlr sorrow
to raptures of heavenly joy. He could sit where his people sat. He could "rejoice with
them that rejoiced and weep with thei'n that wept." He was temperamentally suited for
identification with the wide range of experiences to be found in a small rural area. Strength
and tenderness were graciously blended in his heart and this enabled him to understand
and to encourage his people in their need.

His pastoral concern was further stimulated by a deep sense of his own sinfulness. To
Lady Culross he wrote, "O my guiltiness, the follies of my youth and the neglects of
my calling; they all do stare me in the face. " To Lady Boyd he acknowledged the lessons
he had learned in the school of adversity, and added, "I have seen here my abominable
vileness. I am a deeper hypocrite and shallower professor than anyone could believe.
Madam, pity me, the chief of sinners".

To the Laird of Carlton he made this confession, "Woe, woe is me, that men should
think there is anything in me. The house devils that keep me company and this sink of
comrption make me carry low sails. But howbeit I am a wretched captive of sin, yet my
Lord can hew heaven out of worse timber than I am, if worse there be." And to Lady
Kenmore, "There are armies of thoughts within me laughing at the mistakes of my friends
Oh! if my sinner side were only seen." "The sense of sin did help me much" said his
English counterpart, John Bunyan.

"Be sorry at corruption."
"Sin poisons all our enjoyments."
"Put off a sin, or a piece of a sin every day".
"Labour constantly for a sound and lively sense of sin".

Again, his pastor's heart was well schooled by a personal experience of sorrow and
bereavement. In the early years of his ministry the illness of his young wife was a bitter
grief to him. For more than a year he cared for her before laying her in the grave in company
with two of his children. By this discipline he was trained for the duties of a pastor and
gained the tenderness of a shepherd's heart. "The dews of sorrow were lustred by His
love. "

Above all, he was motivated in his pastoral concern by a deep-seated passion for souls.
"What could I want", he cried, "if my ministry among you should make a marriage
between the little bride and the Bridegroom. My witness is above, your heaven would
be trvo heavens to me, and the salvation of you all as two salvations to me. I would subscribe
a suspension of my heaven for many hundred years (according to God's pleasure) if ye
were sure in the upper lodging, in our Father's house before me. " It was a Pauline passion
rooted in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. These were some of the streams that caused
his concern and faithfulness to flourish.

2. The Areas in which his Pastoral Faithfulness was manifest.
There were three main areas, all closely related, that he used with rare ability and sense

of commitment in the shepherding of God's flock.
First, there was the faithfulness of his preaching. This was for him, and always must

be, the essential basis for pastoral work and the proper platform on which to deal with
souls. There is a tendency today in some of the larger churches to exercise a ministry
that is fragmentary and detached. One instance comes to mind where four men, in
partnership, serve the people; one ministers the Word, a second carries out the youth
prograrnme, the third is minister of music and the fourth is responsible for visitation and
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pastoral care. [s not this a sad separation between the preacher and the pastor? It was
on preaching that Samuel Rutherford laid the foundation for his pastoral work. He loved
preaching. "Next to Christ", he says, "I had but one joy, the apple of the eye of my
delights, to preach Christ my Lord." His poetic gifts had a full and free expression in
the pulpit. He had no restraint when showing sinners the loveliness of Christ. His heart
burned fiercely, his imagination soared to the highest heights, but through it all he spoke
to men in a simple, quaint and telling manner and such preaching was highly effective
for spiritual awakening and spiritual refreshment.

A striking poetic outburst is recorded in one of his Communion Sermons. Speaking on
the Saviour's cry, "I thirst" he said, "O wells, O lochs, O running streams, where were
you when my Lord could not get a drink? . . . . Oh to hear the wells say 'We

will give Herod and Pilate a drink, but we will give Christ none!' . ' . Fie on
you, famous Jerusalem, is this your stipend? Is this your reward to your Great High Priest?
No, not so much as the beggar's courtesy, a drink of cold water to your dear Redeemer,
Jesus! But by this Christ hath brought drink to all believers."

Add to the faithfulness of his preaching, the fervency of his praying. In the cool dews
of the morning, from 3 o'clock onwards, he sought the Lord's face for his people. Hour

upon hour he wrestled for them. Like the High Priest with the names of the tribes of Israel

upon his breastplate, he bore his people individually before the Lord. He could say to
John Gordon of Cardoness, "Thoughts of your soul depart not from me in my sleep,"

and as a reminder of the time he spent at prayer he says again, "Ye have a great part

of my tears, sighs, supplications and prayers. " He could point to the place in the woods
where, like Jacob, he wrestled and prevailed. "There I wrestled with the angel and
prevailed. Woods, trees, meadows and hills are my witnesses that I drew on a fair match

between Christ and Anworth."
The faithful preacher and the man of fervent prayer was also distinguished for the

thoroughness of his pastoral counselling. With Christlike compassion and clear-sighted
wisdom and vision he longed for their salvation and growth to maturity. He applied the

Word pointedly and graciously. He taught, he pleaded, he warned, not from the pulpit

only, but in his daily contacts with the members of his congregation as he visited from

house to house. He was an expert catechist and he questioned parents and children on

their relationship with Christ and their knowledge of the truth. "Keep in mind the doctrine

of the Catechism which I taught you carefully, and speak of it in your houses, and in the

fields, when ye lie down at night and when ye rise in the morning; and that ye should

believe in the Son of God, and obey His commandments, and learn to make your accounts

in time with your Judge, because death and judgment are before you." .

3. The scope to which his Pastoral concern extended. :
His heart was a big heart and his vision stretched beyond his own people and his

compassion reached out to the t-ord's people in all Scotland and in lreland. He carried
on his heart the burden of the Church in general. He writes, "For the goodwill of Him

that dwelleth in the bush, the burning krrk shall not be consumed to ashes." The Stone

of Israel shall not be broken in pieces; it is hammered upon by the children of this world,

and we shall live and not die." "The Son of God's wheat shall not be blown away."
He claimed for the Church the great promises of God to His people in Isaiah chapters
43,51 and 63, and reassured many troubled souls that God had graven them upon the
palms of His hands "in great letters."
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' He gave wise, practical advice to the congregation at Kilmalcolm. He would have liked
to speak to them individually, but for want of time he put them all in one letter. They
sought his help in days of spiritual deprivation. They were alarmed by an onset of a security
that was strong and sib to nature. He reassured them that the lack of such weakness is
for heaven and we have it in order that we may employ Christ's strength. He encouraged
new converts wittr the word that "honest beginnings are nourished by Him, even by lovely
Jesus who never yet put out a poor man's dim candle. If new beginners would rirge
themselves upon Christ and press their souls upon Him, and importune Him for a draught
of His sweet love, they could not come wrong to Christ. " "Make them to understand
what I mean by digging deep among their foundations. I mean, deep into their own heart
in order to discover to themselves and lay bare the corrupt motives from which they act
every day even in the very best things they do."

They complained to him of a dead ministry within their bounds. "Don't depend on
ministers," he said, "Neither the conversion of sinners, nor the sanctihcation and comfort
of saints is tied up to any man's lips. " "Read your unread Bibles, buy more good books,
meet more in private converse and in prayer, and it will not be bad for you to look above
the pulpit and to look Jesus Christ more immediately in the face. In your sore famine
of the water of life, run your pipe up to the Fountain. " "Know the gate to the Fountain
and lie about it. " "Make much of assurance, for it keepeth the anchor fixed. " "A Christ
bought with strokes is sweetest."

But his pastoral concern reached out most lovingly to his own dear folk at Anworth.
They were his sighs in the night and his tears in the day; his dearly-beloved and longed
for, his joy and crown. He grieved for their weaknesses, and urged on them, in the light
of Christ's coming, the necessity for abiding in the truth and for attending faithfully upon
all the neans of grace. What strikes us and instructs us is the intimate knowledge he had
of each member of the congregation regardless of age or rank. He touched all his people;
he touched them at every point; he used every circumstance in their lives as an avenue
of approach to their apiritual needs.

4. The marks by which his pastoral care was distinguished - that will open up for
us the blessedness ofthe relationship between a pastor and his people. In analysing these
marks and applying them to ourselves we shall learn vital lessons from this godly shepherd
of God's sheep. At best this is but a selection of illustrations that show the pastor's zeal
and the pastor's love. They range from solemn warnings about sin, to urgent pleas for
love to Christ and growth in grace.

His ministerial faithfulness was distinguished by -

1. The frankness of his approach to the problems of the people.
Ministers are sometimes reluctant to grapple with throny problems and leave many

questions unanswered and many problems unsolved. Samuel Rutherford showed an
extraordinary and courageous frankness in dealing with every sort of situation. He never
shrank from speaking plainly on the subject ofdeath. John Kennedy ofAyr was involved
in a serious accident that was all but fatal. Rutherford used the occasion for hearty
thanksgiving, but especially for a frank and open discusion on death. The Lord had given
him longer days for "He knew that ye had forgotten something that was necessary for
yourjourney; that your armour was not yet thick enough against the stroke of death. But
the debt is not forgiven; death hath not bidden you farewell Have all in readiness
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against the time that ye must through that black and impetuous Jordan. We die but once,

so we die ill or well once." To another he spoke in plain and pointed words, "Death

is the last thief; our Lord will lay together the two sides of this earthly tabernacle and
fold us and lay us by and put the one half of us in a house of clay, the dark grave, and

the other half of us in heaven or hell. " "Put your soul in order; for Christ wiil not give

a nail-breadth of time to our little sandglass."
What searching words! What faithfulness! What a rebuke to our own unwillingness to

confront our people with such realities! When did you last discuss death and dying with

a member of your congregation? The doctor frowns upon it; the family don't want it to

be mentioned; the psychiatrist thinks it morbid and hurtful; the world wants to think only

of bright, cheerful things, and we are too inclined to yield to such pressures and our sense

of responsibility loses its edge.

2. We are deeply impressed by the tenderness of his sympathy.
He was a fitting representative of Christ our Great High Priest, who could be touched

with the feeling of our infirmities. His own experience of sorrow and bereavement added

a vital dimension to his pastoral concern. He had no room for empty expressions of

sympathy or regret. His approach was always positive and he pointed the troubled soul

to ttie lovingkindness of the Saviour. It is particularly notable that no fewer than 35 of

his letters deal with the trials of a Christian, 28 with their affliction and 18 expressing

sympathy with the bereaved. To Lady Kenmure whose infant son John died in 1639 he

writes, "I hope that for His sake who brewed and masked this cup in heaven ye will gladly

drink and salute and welcome the cross. Subscribe to the Almighty's will; put your hand

to the pen, and let the cross of your Lord Jesus have your submissive and resolute Amen.

The best half of the cross is Christ's. Christ bore the first stroke of the cross; it rebounded

off Him upon you, and ye get it at second hand, and ye and He are halvers in it."

To John Gordon of Cardoness who had lost a little daughter Barbara, he brought an

unusual and very confident message of comfort. "Tell your wife" he said "that I am

witness for Barbara's glory in heaven." And lest this should have lessened the blessing

of the bereavement he added, "I exhort you by the love of Christ to get to work on your

own soul. " For John Gordon had been a careless member of the Church, and his faithful

minister, realising that even sorrow soon loses its effectiveness added the warning, "Ask

yourself when next setting out for a night's drinking; What if my doom come tonight.

What if I were to be given over to God's sergeants tonight, to the devil and to the second

death?"

3. On many occasions he refreshed his people by the thoroughness of his instruction.

He did not content himself with a general comment or with casual references to their

spiritual well-being. He had a well-considered plan for each life. He dealt with each member

dlstinctively and personally, and as he knew their temptations and weaknesses, so he

prescribed for them with accuracy and thoroughness. The case ofJohn Gordon ofRusco

may be considered as a good example. His home was close by the Manse of Anwoth and

he played a noble part in the struggle for the freedom of the Scottish Kirk. But his minister

did not take his spiritual standing for granted. He was deeply concerned for the spiritual

good of this good man and his household, so he called on him to remember and lay to

heart no less than seven vital principles.
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"I earneiily desire to know the case of your soul and to understand that ye have made

sure work of heaven and salvation.
(1) Remember that salvation is one of Christ's dainties He giveth but to a few.
(2) That it is violent sweating and striving that takes heaven.
(3) That it cost Christ's blood to purchase that house for sinners and to set mankind down

as King's fiee tenants and freeholders.
That many make a start towards heaven who fall on their back and win not to the
top of the mount. It plucketh heart and legs from them and they sit down and give
it over, because the devil setteth a sweet smelled flower to their nose where-with
they are bewitched and so forget or refuse to go forward.
Remember that many go far and reform many things and can find tears as Esau did,
and suffer hunger for truth, as Judas did, and wish and desire the end of the righteous
as Balaam did; and desire the saints of God to pray for them as Pharaoh and Simon
Magus did; and walk softly and mourn for fear of judgments as Ahab did; and put
away gross sins and idolatry as Jehu did; and reform their life in many things accor-
ding to the Word, as Herod did; and say to Christ, "Master, I will follow Thee
whithersoever Thou goeth", as the man who offered to be Christ's servant (Mat-
thew 8:19); and may taste of the virtues of the life to come and be partaker of the
wonderful gifts of the Holy Spirit, and taste of the good Word of God, as the apostates
who sin against the Holy Ghost. (Hebrews 6) And yet all these are but like gold in
clink and colour, and watered brass and base metal. These are written that we should
try ourselves, and not rest till we be a step nearer Christ than sunburnt and withering
professors can come.
Consider it impossible that your idol-sins and ye can go to heaven together; and that
they who will not paft with these can, indeed, love Christ at the bottom, but only
in word and show. which will not do the business.
Remember how swiftly God's post time fleeth away; and that your forenoon is already
spent.

How blessed are they, who, in time, take sure course with their souls.
Companionry with the bad is a sin that holdeth many out of heaven." What a well-

reasoned, Bible based programme of instruction for a sinner on his pilgrimage! How could
anyone be deceived in the light of such patient and thorough going instruction. Happy
the soul that is helped heavenward by such a discerning and devoted and spiritually-minded
pastor, and happy the pastor who gives himself to such a God-honouring exercise as this.

4. Those who have the care of souls do well to learn from the earnestness of his
pleading.

' There was a great sense of urgency. The time is short; the night is coming; mis-spend
not your shortening sand-glass which runneth very fast. Heaven is not next door. It is
a castle taken by force.

With young Margaret Ballantine he pleaded, "My counsel to you is, that ye start in
time to be after Christ; for if ye go quickly Christ is not far before you. Rouse, rouse
up your soul. Too many souls think that they have met with Christ, who had never a wearied
night for the want of Him. I beseech you in the Lord Jesus, beware of unsound work
in the matter of your salvation. I cry death, death upon all lives but the life of Christ."

He was burdened at times with a sense of responsibility for young ministers, and when
they sought his help and advice he spoke to them as he would have spoken to members

(6)
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of his congregation. To Robert Glendenning, minister of Kirkcudbright he spoke with
great intensity of feeling, "My dear and worthy friend, let me entreat you in Christ's
Name and by the salvation of your soul and by your compearance before the dreadful
and sin-revenging Judge of the world, to make your accounts ready. Oh how joyful would
my soul be to hear that ye would start at the gate and contend for the crown and leave
all vanities and make christ your garland! Let your soul put away your old lovers, and
let Christ have your whole love. Salvation, salvation is our only necessary thing. Sir, call
home your thoughts to this work."

To John Gordon of Ruscoe he said, "My worthy and dear brother, miss-spend not your
short sand glass which runneth very fast; seek your Lord in time; take a new course of
walking with God." And the good man heeded his earnest pleas and by God's grace became
a worthy and devoted defender of the faith. He spoke with persistent faithfulness to the
other John Gordon at Cardoness. "Consider the necessity of salvation and tell me, in the
fear of God, if ye have made it sure. Why will ye die and destroy yourself? I charge you
in Christ's Name to rouse up your conscience and begin to indent and contract with Christ
in time while salvation is in your offer. Play the merchant, for ye cannot expect another
market day when this is done. Give up courting this vain world, seek not the bastard's
moveables, but the Son's heritage in heaven."

5. We are, at times, shaken by the severity of the warnings that he issued.
He never trifled with sin and he dealt with sin in a solemn and awe-inspiring manner.

To the lord in his castle and to the shepherd boy on the hills his warnings were spoken
loudly and clearly on the subjects of Sabbath-breaking, drunkenness, swearing and
hypocrisy. "O sacriligious robber of the Lord's Day, what wilt thou say to the Almighty
when He seeketh so many Sabbaths back from thee? What will the curser, swearer, and
blasphemer do when his tongue shall be roasted in that broad and burning lake of brimstone?
And what will the drunkard do when tongue, lungs, liver, bones and all, shall boil and
fry in a torturing fire? He shall be far from his barrels of strong drink then and there
is not a cold well of water for him in hell. I denounce eternal burning, hotter than Sodom's
flames, upon the men that boil in filthy lusts of fornication, adultery, incest and the like
wickedness. No room, no, not a foot breadth for such vile dogs within the clean Jerusalem!"
He would bear no excuses, and dealt severely with any who cloaked their sins with the
fair speech of idle profession.

6. All his frankness and tenderness, his thoroughness and earnestness and severity were
directed towards uprightness in Christian conduct and the promotion of spiritual growth.
He was always asking how far men had gone with Christ and how much evidence there
was of fruit-bearing. Sometimes he gave passing hints on Christian growth, sometimes,
as in the case of John Fleming, he outlined a programme of specific duties that would
lead to spiritual maturity. He did so in response to a request and some of the points may
be emphasised.

1. That hours of the day, for the Word and fifayer, be given to God.
2. In the midst of worldly employments, there should be some thoughts of sin, death,
judgment and eternity and, at least, a word or two of ejaculatory prayer to God.
3. Beware of wandering of heart in private prayer.
4. Guard against mixing our zeal with our wildfire.
5. Let your carriage be such that they who see it may speak honourably of our sweet
Master.
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He spoke of things that had challenged and rebuked him in his own life and added a
word of testimony. "I have benefited by riding alone a long journey and giving that time
to prayer; by abstinence and giving days to God, by praying for others, for by making
an errand to God for them, I have gotten something for myself."

He had such a horror of wasting time. The right use of it would help a man to grow.
He spoke again and again of the sins of the tongue. "Observe your words well, and make
conscience of all your conversations." He saw as a besetting sin that he had not always
referred everything he did to God. And he insisted that growth in grace should be cared
for above all other things. To grow in grace there must be constant dependence upon grace.
To develop Christlikeness there must be more and more of Christ in all our thoughts.
The need and usefulness of Christ are seen best in trials, lodge Him in house and heart.

We have traced some aspects of Samuel Rutherford's care and concern for souls.
The streams by which it was fed
The areas in which in which it developed
The scope to which it extended and

' The marks by which it was distinguished.
We shall now in a few closing sentences consider the challenge that he presents to us

today.

1. We are bound to confirm that such concern and such passion for souls and such pa-
tience and tenderness stand against us all and give a stern and solemn rebuke to our
lack of zeal. We would do well to read more of Samuel Rutherford's works, but especial-
ly to go back home and read the letters that Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus; and read
again the solemn vows we took on our solemn day of ordination and to set ourselves with
renewed diligence to our calling that in that day of testing we may be able to say by God's
grace, "I am free from the blood of all men."

2. We should make a new appraisal of the nature and importance of our pastoral
work. There is a current trend today towards a more psychological approach. We have
our new phrases like counselling and methodology, our concepts of Freudianism and
Behaviourism; our theories of Dehabituation and Rehabituation; but have we learned the
lessons of love and compassion and identification with men and women in their need so
that we can say, as Ezekiel did, "I sat where they sat?"

3. We should be encouraged to persevere with the arduous and time-consuming and
soul-burdening care of souls. We may at times feel dispirited and may shrink from con-
frontation with the problem people in our congregations. But the wayward sheep need
seeking and hnding. And the shepherd knows his sheep - by name - and by need, and
he cares for them as no hireling ever can. Let us press on with diligence and faithfulness
that "When the Chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth
not away."

4. Let us heed a final word of warning. What if some of our people were to testify
against us in the day of Christ. 'You were my minister; you visited me; you talked of
pleasant things; of holidays and travels in the sun; of politics and people and world af-
fairs; of television personalities and programmes;
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BUT you never showed me the loveliness of Christ. You hever rebuked me for my sins

nor exposed to me the sinfulness and hatefulness of sin; you never warned me of God's
judgments and urged me to flee from the wrath to come.'

What a tragedy if we should be so busy all our days and in the end to find that we had

run in vain and laboured in vain! May God give us His grace, as richly found in Samuel
Rutherford, that we, like him, may be "always praying, always preaching, always visiting

the sick, always catechising, always writing and studying - and at night, falling asleep,

talking of Christ. 
"

Dr. Loughridge was formerly Professor in The Reformed Presbyterian Theological
Hall, Belfast.

A Searching Question
Kenneth Ashworth

John 21 : 15-22

Bishop Ryle in his 'Expository Thoughts' wrote: "These verses describe a remarkable

conversition between our Lord Jesus Christ and the Apostle Peter and to the careful Bible

reader the passage cannot fail to be a deeply interesting portion ofScripture".

Certainly the scene described would long live in the mind of Simon Peter. He had been

so excited when he realised that it was indeed the Risen Lord standing on the sea-shore.

Impulsively he had jumped into the water and rushed to greet his Lord (vv. 7-8). It was

after a silent meal that the l,ord turned to him and asked the searching question: "Simon,

son of Jonas, do you love Me?" Three times the question was asked and the first time

was added "more than these". None can doubt the humility and sincerity with which the

Apostle replied. Gone was his former arrogance, and any boastful comparison with the

otirer disciples (St. Mark 14.29). He just depended upon the knowledge of his Lord "Who

looketh upon the heart" (I Samuel 16:7) "Thou knowest that I love Thee".

Since tliis question addressed by the Lord to Peter is ofvital concern to every Christian
- let us carefully note the words of the Lord Jesus for in them we can find the tests of

true love for Him. Every Christian has a personal love for the [ord. It is fundamental

to our relationship with Him. "We love Him, because He first loved us (I John 4: t9).

We love Him because in Him alone do we have redemption, forgiveness, peace and eternal

life (Ephesians 1:7, I Peter l:4, Romans 5:l). And it is he who is forgiven much who

loves much (St. Luke 7:47).Do we really love the Lord? Let us test our love from this

passage of Scripture.

LOVE SERVES
As the Apostle confessed his love before his fellow disciples the Lord re-commissioned

him as an Apostle. "Go and feed My lambs, My sheep, My dear Sheep". In love he

must serve the Lord by feeding His people with the Bread of Life, nourishing and
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strengthening them with the love of God, guiding, protecting, helping and tending them
in the Name of his beloved Lord. We know from the Acts of the Apostles how faithfully
Peter proved his love for the Lord in service.

And here is the test of our love. It should not only adorn our life but that that love must
motivate all we do for Him. Whatever task we undertake it must testifu our love for Him
(Colossians 3: l7). However humble the task, even the offering of a "cup of cold water"
(Matthew 10:42) it must be "in His Name". It is such love for Christ that will transform
Church life, home, office, school, factory, every sphere of life. It is love for Him which
will inspire us to promote what is good, and true, and pure in all our dealings with our
fellow men. In the 'permissive society' of our day, it is love for the Risen Lord which
will give us a particular longing to protect the young from evil and vice, to be an example
to them. Yes "Do you love Me?" is a searching question as to the motive of our Christian
service and witness.

LOVE OBEYS
The Lord gently reminded Peter that when he was yctunger he had been apt to please

himself - to go where and to do what he liked (v.18). Now he was to tread the way of
obedience, and the time would come when the path of obedience would lead to a death
in which God would be glorified (v.19). For the Christian - as for the Lord Himself
- the way of love is the way of obedience. "If you love Me, keep My Commandments
(John 14:15). This is one of the hardest lessons the Christian has to learn. Love for the
Lord is expressed in obedience to God's commandments and to His revealed will (Acts

5:29). How needful to study the Word that we may know the way, and knowing the way,

by the power of the Holy Spirit given to us (Acts 5:32) to be obedient. Throughout Scripture
the blessings of obedience are brought out time and time again. Obedience bears fruit in

holiness and usefulness, in joy and contentment. For the Christian knows that in obeying
his Lord he is not only proving his love but treading the same path the Lord Himself trod
(Hebrews l2:2).

LOVE FOLLOWS
When He had lovingly recommissioned the Apostle in service and called for his

obedience, the Lord simply said: "Follow me" (v.19). He repeated the command (v.22)

for Peter seemed too concerned as to what should happen to the beloved disciple. But

nothing must deflect the Christian from following the Lord, and Peter must be ready to

follow regardless of anything else. Not as on that former occasion to follow the Lord Jesus

through the villages and towns of Galilee and Judaea (Mark 1:17) but to follow in His

steps (1 Peter 2:21); to do as He had done, and to follow whithersoever He might lead

even if it be to prison or dea*r (Mark l3:9-13). The life of discipleship is the life of sacrificial

selfless love - and the test of our love for the Lord is whether we are ready, in the power

of the Spirit, to follow Him day by day in selfless service and witness. In love for our

Inrd, "let it be our daily desire to think of others, care for others, do good to others,

and to lessen the sorrow, and increase the joy of this sinful world" (Bishop Ryle).

Happy indeed are we if, like Simon Peter, we can in all humility and sincerity say:
"Lnrd, Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee" (v'17).

The late Mr. Ashworth was vicar of Woodside, Luton prior to retirement.
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Prayer for Divine Teaching
Rober t  Mur ray  M 'Cheyne  (181  3 -1843 )

"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behoW wondrous things out of Thy law" (Psa. 119' I8).

The law of God here spoken of is the Bible. In the days of David, the Law, or the Five
Books of Moses, formed the greater part of the Bible, and so the whole was often called
the Law. So, in the lst Psalm, "His delight is in the law of the Lord." At verse 97 he
says, "O how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day." And here, "Open Thou
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of the law."

The wondrous things seem to be the great things of an eternal world. David had looked
on the wonders of this world - he had turned his enquiring eyes upon the wonders of
nature, Sun, moon and stars, mountains, trees and rivers. He had seen many of the wonders
of art; but now, he wanted to see the spiritual wonders contained in the Bible. He wanted
to know about God Himself in all His majesty, purity and grace. He wanted to learn the
way of salvation by a crucified Redeemer, and the glory that is to follow. These were
the wondrous things David wanted to see.

"Open mine eyes." David was not blind - his eye was not dim. He could read the
Bible from end to end, and yet he felt that he needed more light. He felt that he needed
to see deeper, to have the eyes ofhis understanding opened. He felt that ifhe had nothing
but his own eyes and natural understanding, he would not discover the wonders which

he panted to see. He wanted divine teaching - the eye-salve of the spirit; and therefore
he would not open the Bible without this prayer, "Open Thou mine eyes!"

I. WE NEED DTVINE TEACHING TO SEE THE WONDERS OF TIIE BIBLE.
This is plain from the few that are converted under the preaching of the gospel. "Many

are called but few are chosen," has been the rule from the earliest times. If human teaching
could reveal the wonders of the Bible, then all who are taught by man would believe;
but this is far from being the case. Noah was a preacher of righteousness; alas, with how
few did he prevail. Isaiah complains, "Who hath believed our report, and to whom is
the arm of the Lord revealed?" In what plaintive strains did Jeremiah preach, and yet
he is forced to cry, "Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife
and a man of contention to the whole earth." And in another place he complains, that
there was not one man in the whole of Jerusalem seeking the truth. When our Lord was
on earth as a minister, how many thousands heard him on the mountains of Galilee, and
by the seashore, and in the streets of Jerusalem! On the last day of the feast He stood
and cried when there were thousands present, and yet after He rose from the dead five
hundred brethren were all that could be gathered.

When Paul preached at Athens, he stood in the midst of Mars Hill among thousands
of the most acute people that ever were in this world, yet most of them mocked, some
put him off to another day, and scarcely more than one man and one woman believed.

So now, many a faithful minister feels the same. There is much preaching, little saving.
A godly minister in his lifetime may hold forth the Word of life to many thousand souls,
yet he may go to his rest with but a few for his crown of joy in the day of the Lord. Think
how many '..ithful ministers there are in the world - how many millions of Bibles read
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- how many faithful sermons preached - how many teachers - how many children taught
the catechism and the Word of God - how many millions of godly books spreading abroad
the truth as it is in Jesus; and yet how few are saved! O cry, "Open Thou mine eyes,
that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law!"

N. GOD IS TIIE OI\LY EFFECTUAL TEACIIER.
1. Because He only knows those wondrous things as they really are. Ministers have

but a glimpse of those wondrous things, and it is no wonder they cannot teach them
effectually. They see but a very little of sin, the mountains of guilt, t}re shortness of time,
the depth of hell, the love of God. They see but little into the heart of Jesus, His amazing
atonement, His free righteousness. It is not once in a hundred seffnons that we speak rightly
of Christ. Books also are infinitely imperfect. The best of books are but sparks from the
Bible, mingled with human darkness. But God knows, "all is naked and open before the
eyes of Him with whom we have to do." He knows our sins, the mountains that are over
us. He knows the shortness of life. The awful depths of hell are naked to His view. He
knows His own love, the glory of Jesus. The Father delights to contemplate Christ, His
fulness, freeness, fitness. "No man knoweth the Son but the Father, and no man knoweth
the Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal Him." Do any of you feel
your need to divine teaching? O, run unto Him; cry, "Open Thou mine eyes!"

2. Because He only can teach the heart. Man can speak to the ear, to the understanding,
to the memory; God alone to the heart. The reason why human teaching cannot convey
light to the soul is that the heart is dead; the natural heart hates God, and everything that
comes from God, and therefore, when the truth is presented, the heart draws the mind
away from it. But when God teaches, He breaks the heart, and it melts; He awakens concern
in the dead heart, so that the person runs to hear the Word preached; He awakens desire
after Christ and salvation by Christ; He makes the soul willing to be saved in God's way.
None can teach like God. He can teach a little child as easily as the oldest; nay, He can
teach an idiot as easily as the wisest man. Some hearing me have seen this.

O what encouragement is here to little children! Do not think it is above you. What
encouragement to poor ignorant creatures, to those who cannot read. O cry to God, "Open

Thou mine eyes!"

III. WHAT IS DIVTI{E TEACHING?
1. What it is not. It is not mere head-knowledge of the Bible. Many have great head-

knowledge of the Bible, have read it through and through - studied it all. They know
the catechism well and have a just notion of systematic divinity. Some have much book-
knowledge, have a relish for the best books; are great judges of sermons; are able to
distinguish a godly ministry - yet all this may be without a spark of divine teaching.
Ah, is there such an one here? What need have you to cry, "Open Thou mine eyes!"

It is not a sight of Christ with the bodily eyes. Many saw Him on earth who never were
the better for it. Yea, thousands saw Him hanging on the cross, who only wagged their
heads at Him in scorn. Every one shall see Him soon, coming in the clouds of heaven,
and yet most will only wail because of Him.

Neither is it any vision or fancied revelation of Christ. It is not any impression made
on the imagination. Some may fancy they see a bright form. This is not the teaching of
God; it is infinitely inferior.
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Neither is it revealing some truths that are not in the Bible. The wonders which God

reveals are all in the Law.
2. What it is. It is giving the soul a sense of the wondrous excellency of the gospel

way of salvation. "fnat t -uy r"e wondrous things." Before conversion, the man read

the- same words in the Bible, repeated the same truths in the catechism, but he saw no

wonder in them; now he discovers the wondrous nature of them. A man looking at the

sun in a mist may see nothing wonderful; but if the mist be drawn away, and the sun

shines out gloriously, the man is filled with a wondrous sense of the glory' So with the

glory of Cf,rist, thai better Sun. The man is filled with a wondrous sense of the glory

6f the p"rron of Christ; He is seen to be ' 'the Rose of Sharon, and the Lily of the Valley. ' '

He is filled with a sense of the wondrous wisdom and peace in the way of salvation by

Jesus Christ. If there were ten thousand other ways, he prefers this to all, giving glory

to God, and safety to his soul.
Beloved, have you had this teaching? If you have, bless God for it. "Blessed is the

man whom Thou choosest." Pray for more of it. David could notbe satisfied-

IV. MARKS OF DIVINE TEACHING
l. It causes souls to cleave sweetly to Christ. This is the sure mark of all who are taught

of God. Before, they were quite puziled about coming to Christ, believing on Him, c,lgsing

with Him. But nowihey "annot but believe. Just as one cannot doubt that the sun is shining

when they see it, so they cannot doubt that the Word of Christ or their interest in Him,

when He is revealed. They forsake their own righteousness for ever - push themselves-

aside as condemned, deny themselves, "count all things but loss for the excellency of

the knowledge of Christ Jlsus. ' ' They take up the cross daily ; anything that hides Christ

they let it go.
2. It sanctifies. Human teaching does not. A man may have the head-knowledge of an

angel, and the heart of a devil. Hriman teaching civilises; it does not-christianise. But this

sJeei teaching of God sanctifies. "Beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, we

are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even.as by the.Spirit of the Lord'''
..With H"is stripes we are healed"; and the sanctified one cries, "God forbid that I should

glory, save in ihe cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me,

and I unto the world."
3. It gives desire that others should be taught. Not so human teaching. Knowledge puffeth

up. A ian who has much mere human teaching is proud, and loves.to show his superiority;

Uut tfre heaven-taught soul delights to obey the command of Jesus: "Go home to thy friends,

and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee. " He prays, ''Open Thou their

eyes, that they may behold wondrous things out of Thy law!"
I

I "-;
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The Witness of the Holy Ghost
Ernes t  Roe  (1883  -1967 )

"Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that He had said before,
this is the covenant thst I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord; I will
put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them. And their sins and
iniquities will I remember no more." Hebrews 10:15-17

Whether we observe it or not the distinct personality and Deity of the Holy Ghost is
directly connected with the experience of a child of God. What experience can be greater,
what can be more like heaven than the experience of "Your sins and iniquities will I
remember no more"? If that is not the perfection of godly experience this side of heaven,
one would like to know what is. And how shall this glorious rich experience become mine?
By Him who is a distinct Person in the sacred Trinity, who is Jehovah, by His speaking
it to me, and thus becoming the Witness to my heart.

The spirit of the age even in the Church is very, very different to the spirit of the New
Testament. The spirit that is so evident in the Church today is a spirit of indifference relative
to the Trinity in Unity, that indifference being characterised by such remarks as these:
"You cannot understand the Trinity, it is beyond you; I should leave it alone; the discussion
of the subject has created trouble in the past, you might be the means of creating trouble
again; it is best to leave it alone" - and so they wrap it up, and so they open a door
for laxity in faith and of membership, laxity of experience, and ungodly practice.

Now one would wish to show you by two or three examples how that there is no godly
experience at all without the Trinity in Unity, none whatever. It is evident from Scripture
that "without holiness no man shall see the Lord"; it is equally evident from Scripture
that they are made Holy by God the Father, "sanctified by God the Father." But then
God the Son is in this great matter too. "For both He that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one." And yet again, God the Holy Ghost is in this great matter of
one's sanctification. "Ye are justified; ye are sanctified. " How and in what way? By God
the Holy Ghost, "that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified
by the Holy Ghost." Thus you see that God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Ghost are equally indispensably concerned in the sanctification of a sinner; hence, if a
sinner lives and dies without a gracious love to and belief in the Trinity in Unity, he lives
and dies an unsanctified man, and where such dwell in eternity you know from the
Scriptures. If we take sanctification as indicating either the holiness which God imparts
to His people or as indicating the infusion of Divine grace in his people's hearts, it will
amount to the same thing in the end. When a sinner is led to embrace the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to receive most cordially the Trinity in Unity into his heart
and his understanding as the effectual cause of his holiness before Jehovah, that person
is made to worship and adore each Divine Person in the Trinity.

Justification
You may also consider another important experimental truth in the same way. Now,

unless we are justified before God, we shall be condemned. If we are justified, God must
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justify us. And "It is God that justifieth" says the Apostle. He is speaking of God the
Father, God the Judge - God the Father in that wonderful character of a Judge. But we
read that we are "justified freely by His grace, through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus," so that if God the Father justifies one, God the Son justifies one too, and yet that
is not all. We are justified by the Spirit, as witness the testimony in 1 Corinthians vi.
"But ye are justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. " So
that in this vital experience of one feeling acquitted before God, accepted in the Lord Jesus,
there must of necessify be God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost. I mention
these weighty matters because I want you to see the great sin of those people who, ignorantly
or otherwise, tend to lower the importance of the Trinity in Unity. There is, one may
judge, not one truth of the Gospel but what could be proved to have within it the wisdom,
the power, and grace, and the love of the Trinity in Unity.

A Witness
Let us look a little into this matter of the Holy Ghost being a Witness. A witness is

one who has seen certain things, and who speaks of what he has seen, as Peter puts it
in his first Epistle that 'he was a eye-witness of the sufferings of Christ. " What a fit person

to speak of the sufferings of Jesus! The Holy Ghost is an eye-witness of all the doings
from eternity between the Trinity. He has exact knowledge of all the purposes and decrees
of God the Father and of God the Son. There must of necessity have been a glorious unity
of thought, of will, of purpose and of knowledge, as well as unity of nature in the Trinity
in Unity. If it were not so, they would not have been One. When you think that this glorious

Person in the Godhead has purposed to be a Witness to us, it is wonderful. The grace

of the Trinity one cannot but say is marvellous - the grace of the Son, and the grace

of the Holy Ghost in deigning to witness to the family of God what the Father and the
Son with Himself have determined to do for their everlasting salvation. This glorious Spirit
of God is said to be the Searcher of the deep things of God. "The Spirit searcheth all

things, yea, the deep things of God. " It does not mean that He is ignorant of them before
He searches, but the very word "search", instead of implying any ignorance in the Holy

Ghost, implies just the reverse; it is equivalent to saying that He has the fullest, the deepest,
the most comprehensive knowledge of the deep things of God. He was a Witness of the

formation of Christ's sacred humanity, yea, He made it. He searched to the bottom of

that deep thing of God, that strange thing, that unheard of thing before. Well is He able

to testify to His children concerning the incarnation of God the Son. In the covenant it

was left to the gracious and good Spirit to take of the substance of the Virgin Mary and,

by His own miraculous and Divine power, to make a holy, spotless nature, congruous,
suitable to the dignity and honour of the true and proper Son of God to take into union

with His Divine Person. There is much more in that sentence that appears on the surface.
The Holy Ghost knew whyHe was doing this; He knew that (pursuantto the covenant
to which He spake in eternity) their sins and their iniquities should not be remembered
any more; how that this sacred nature in which the Son of God appeared must suffer,

bleed and die for the people's forgiveness.
Oh! it was with delight to the sacred Spirit that He fashioned the pure humanity of Jesus

Christ our Lord, for be it known that the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost gloried

in saving the election ofgrace, delighted in it, were each united to do it. So I do not say

too much when I say that the Holy Ghost, having in His eye every elect sinner when He

-.
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made the sacred humanity of the l-ord Jesus, knew what it was for. As though He should say,
"This is necessary, this is proper, this is suitable, in order that each one of My children
shall have My own witness presently that their sins and their iniquities I will remember
no more."

When the good Spirit had done that wonderful work, do not forget what else He did
- He filled that sacred humanity with His own grace and gifts. Christ went about by the
blessing of the Spirit, as a Man, doing good. But He was anointed of the Holy Ghost for
this purpose mainly to preach good tidings, and what was the essence of His good tidings?
Why, what He demonstrated to the man sick of the palsy, "That ye may know that the
Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins (He saith to the sick of the palsy) thy
sins be forgiven thee." It was the Spirit, then, Who anointed Him to preach a full
forgiveness through His own blood. Then the good Spirit was with Him in all His sufferings
and sorrows which terminated at Calvary. Yes, He was with Him: He never left Him.
The Holy Ghost abode upon Him. As the power of Jehovah He strengthened him as a
Man, causing Him to pray, to believe, to wrestle, to praise, and in the most solemn time,
when the Son of God was grappling with the powers of hell, the wrath of Jehovah, the
curses of a broken law, the imputation of all His people's sins and guilt - in that solemn,
black, dreadful hour the Holy Ghost was with Him. He is fitted to tell you and me of
the sufferings of Jesus; He was there, for when Christ at last actually offered body and
soul to God as a sacrifice for these sins which He will not remember, the Holy Ghost
was there. "Who through the Eternal Spirit offered Himself to God without spot." Oh!
tle man, the woman that can deny the Trinity in Unity must be in a carnal, blinded state.
I am persuaded, if what we are saying is true (and we know it is true), the person who
denies or minimises the doctrine of the Trinity in Unity, knows nothing whatever of the
grace of Christ in His expiatory offering of sin, and cannot know Him nor His vicarious
sacrifice.

Then one more thing I would like to mention. It is a very important theme. When the
Lord Jesus lay in the grave He was not forgotten. It was not with Him 'out of sight, out of
mind.' The Holy Ghost was thinking of Him; the Holy Ghost had gracious intentions
towards Him, and therefore it is that we are told that it was the Holy Ghost who raised
Jesus. "If the Spirit of Him Who raised up Christ from the dead dwell in you. " Observe,
then, the Holy Ghost came at the resurrection morn and raised the body of our blest
Immanuel. He can testify of the resurrection, He is a good Witness of this. He saw it, yea,
He was One of the Eternal Three Who caused it. The Son raised Himself, God the Father
raised Him, and the Holy Spirit raised Him.

Now as to forgiveness. How can He witness to a sinner that he is forgiven unless what I
have already said were true? The incarnation, the atoning death and resurrection ofJesus
are essential parts leading up to and producing forgiveness of sins; that has been the reason
for speaking of these truths first. Faith loves to trace forgiveness to its Source. "Their

sins and iniquities I will remember no more. " Sin is coming short of God's glory. Iniquities
- things that are not right, both of mind and of the body. Our heart is a sink of sin. It is
a fountain of sin: it is our shame to have to say it, and yet we must speak the truth. We
have a raging monster without our breast. We have neither the power nor the will to perform
one single good thing as unto the Lord. All this is covered by the word "iniquities. " Now,
says the Spirit, "These will I remember no more." This is a phrase expressive
of the full forgiveness of a sinner's sin. If a person is led to seek for this blessing it is
because one is solemnly convinced of one's sins and iniquities. No man ever did,

I
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and no man ever can, until born of the Spirit, rightly know that he is a sinner. One is
not rightly convinced of sin until one is made to hate sin. It is an infallible mark of grace

and of godly conviction when your soul hates sin, when one hates sin as sin. One does
not hate it because there is a hell. One might preach about hell, picturing it in all its black

and awful pictures, and that would not make one hate sin rightly. It might make one afraid

and full of natural terror, but it would not produce one grain of real godly hatred of sin.

You are not rightly convicted until you can lay your hand on your heart and tell God you

would not, if grace would but enable you, sin if there were no hell to be avoided and
no heaven to be gained, but purely as sin grace makes your heart to hate it. When this
is so, your sins and iniquities stand before you in their proper hue. You see your sins

and iniquities now to be precisely what the Spirit describes them in His Holy Book, and

this will make you love the Book, specially one or two parts in that Book. as witness the

51st Psalm. You will say, "That Psalm meets my case, and so does the 32nd and also

the 38th. " You will say, "If these men got the forgiveness of their sins, might not I hope

that I shall too; if these men are the saints of the Most High God (as they are) may not

I hope that He will reveal the forgiveness of my sins to me?" Confession of sin is one

thing, and a good thing too, but it is forgiveness we are talking about. You will not rest

in confession. There is something beyond description when the Spirit bears witness to
your spirit that your sins and iniquities are forgiven. First, fear will be gone. The person

lears no more with the slavish fear while the savour of forgiveness is upon him. He fears

filially, reverently. Then, too, there will be love. You will need no-one to stand before

you and say it is your dury to love him; duty! Why it will spring up spontaneously out

of your soul, love Him you must. Real repentance, solrow for sin, will begin to work

wh-en you have felt forgiveness. When the Saviour said to the woman in the Gospel,
"Woman, thy sins, which are many, are all forgiven thee" she might well wash His feet

with her tears and dry them with the hairs of her head. It would have been a strange thing

if she had not done so. Divine love in forgiveness of sin will melt the hardest heart. And,

again, you will praise Him and say, "Though He was angry with me in my experience.

yet no* His anger is turned away, and I will praise Him who has, experimentally become

the God of my salvation."

What if you have never had the Spirit witness this to you?

What can I say to you? I must divide such into two parts; one part who do not want

it, them I must leave; but the other part those who feelingly want it. Friends, you are

in good hands. The Holy Ghost knows your hearts and knows you want it. That will imply

thal you are not at rest, that you are not settling down in a dead profession; that will also

imply that you are a lover of heart and soul religion, and the Holy Ghost will not fail you.

It is the work of the Holy Ghost alone, and He will not fail you. I can only say to those

of you who spiritually cry for this - you must do as others have to do, beg for it. We

are still beggirs; we are still suppliants. We are still confessors at His throne - fresh

sins, fresh guilt, fresh bondage, fresh fears and fresh supplications to God to remove our

sins, guilt, bondage, darkness, and fears by the application ofChrist's rich atoning blood.

These things known and felt will daily leave plenty of room for each child of God to

say, "Come, Blest Paraclete; come Thou True Witness, Who art One of the Eternal Three

and witness again to my interest in this rich Gospel blessing of forgiveness of sins and

l
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iniquities; write it in my conscience again. Thou. Who didst say in the Council of Peace,
"I will put My laws into their hearts and in their minds will I write them, and their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more;" Thou Who art Jehovah, come once more and
make these solemn yet glorious matters affecting my present and eternal peace most clear
to me." Living and dying as beggars and yet as receivers of such Gospel blessings as
are in our text for today is not a bad way of living or dying. If God grant us grace to
be ever seeking the Safe and True Witness of the Spirit relative to these things, it may
be said, before we die, we shall receive this blessing of forgiveness with its joy and peace
under the unction of the Holy Ghost, and in such a case we shall die in perfect safety
and also in clear prospect of where we are going the other side of death and the grave.

May the Lord bestow this choice blessing upon you! Amen.

The Brazen Serpent
Edward Carr

Mr Carr was Minister of Providence Chapel, Bath for many years

Israel's rebellion against her gracious God in His words and leadings was always followed
by punishment; and when this had produced the designed effect of humbling the people's
hearts, causing them to cry unto the Lord, it was succeeded by manifestations of mercy.
In Numbers 2l we have an account of Israel's sin, her sufferings in consequence of it,
and the remedy provided by the Lord; the former making way for the latter. In the first
place we consider-

I. ISRAEL'S SIN AND lVtrSERY.
After various wanderings, conflicts, and trials, as they journeyed by the way of the Red

Sea, "it came to pass the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way."
This yielding to despair and temptation was the beginning of their sin. They had been
very close to the borders of the promised land, and being even then thoroughly weary
of the wilderness, they probably expected some Divine interposition on their behalf, by
which they would have been enabled to enter their inheritance. Instead of this, though
so near the promised land, they had to turn back, and it seemed as if, after all, they must
perish in the desert. Disappointment added to the roughness and difficulty of the path
produced a discontented, rebellious, murmuring spirit, which the recollection of past
mercies did not avail to counteract. So true was it-

"They often murmured by the way,
Because they judged by sight."

The people "spake against God and against Moses," complaining because there was no
bread-only manna! Dissatisfied with the angels' food bestowed, they repined because of
what was witheld. Thus discouragement let to discontent, and discontent to rebellion; while
rebellion led to-



2. SORE CHASTISEMENT.
When their perverse repinings entered the ears of the Lord, He, to correct their folly,

"sent fiery serpents u.ong the people, and they bit the people, and much people of lsrael

died." T'he mrd can easily find or create suitable means of correction. These serpents

were types of the innumerable sins which fasten upon those who have. incurred the Divine

displeasure, and from whom He withdraws His protection. Their bite was mortal.

Transgression brings death in its train. They were fiery serpents, showing that sin-bite

is, soo--ner or later, sur" to be followed by bitter, burning remorse. Well may Satan's arrowl

be called the "fiery darts of the wicked." What a scene was this! The camp filled with

dead and dying. So is this world, as the consequence and fruit of sin. The venom of sin

has such po*Jt ou"t our mortal bodies that it is bringing us all to the grave as fast as

time can move! Solemn thoughtl Perishing! That is the only word to describe the state

of man by nature.

3. TIIE EFFECT OF TIIE CHASTENING.
Some of the serpent-bitten, presently realizing the judgments of the I ord, were, through

mercy, humbled under a sensi of the iin which had procured these things unto them' The

tribuiaiion was sanctified. It worked rightly. It brought them to confess and forsake their

wickedness. ..The people came to MoJes and said, we have sinned, for we have spoken

against the Lord anb against thee; pray unto the Lord that He take away the serpents from

ui. " Thor, acknowledging their transgression, they beg Moses to mediate as an intercessor

between them and theiioffended Lord. Repenting Israel is a beautiful instance of backsliders

returning to God, through a gracious Mediator' seeking an interest in His intercession'

In respoise to this humb-i" peiition Moses prayed, and the Lord revealed a way of escape

from death.

4. TIIE BRAZEN SERPENT.
..The Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole; and

it shall come to pass, that everyone that is bitten, when he looketh upon it shall live"'

It was a remarkable remedy. The Lord chose the form of the cause of their malady to

be the means of their healing. When they beheld the serpent of brass, they were unavoidably

reminded of the source and origin of their misery. We must, however, carefully note that,

though the great cure was in the shape of a serpent, tlt9t9 Y1l no poison nor venom in

it. Cf,rist thJ anti-type was made "in the likeness of sinful flesh", and took a human body.

In this form He was "lifted up" for the salvation of His people from death. Perfectly

free from the poison of sin, tie died the just for the unjust. Now this remedy was of-

5. DTVINE APFOINTMENT.
Human wisdom could never have devised, human power could never have endued with

efficacy, such a method of salvation from sin and its consequences. Human reason can

n"u", .o-prehend the mysteries of Divine love, and the strange methods that love has

adopted to ieach and to save poor perishing sinners through a crucifred Redeemer' In mercy

to r^ebels the Lord opened i gloiious way of escape from the wrath-which appeared to

be coming upon them to the uitermost. Mercy is seen in judgment, and the riches of grace

are displayed in the fact that the brazen serpent was-
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6. EXALTED CONSPICUOUSLY.
Upon a pole in the very midst of the dying Israelites. It was placed just where they

were. So Jesus came just where the lost were, and He was lifted up before all on the cross,
a spectacle to men and angels as the great remedy provided for sin. He is also exalted
on the Gospel pole as the Saviour the life-giving Redeemer-of poor, undone, and hell-
deserving sinners.

7. TIIE LOOK.
But those who are bitlen must look to the brazen Serpent ere they experienced the sweets

of healing and restoration. Those who knew their case to be desperate, and who really
wanted to be saved in God's way, would be glad to look! The looking was at the word
and command of God. Soorier or later the objects of mercy, perishing in sin, hear the
sacred invitation of Gospel grace, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the
earth." There will then be looking from tle malady to the Remedy, from the sin to the
Saviour, from the wounds to the Healer.

- 1 : ;  .  *

8. THE LIFE.
Those who looked, lived. Life came with the look. "Everyone that is bitten, when he

looked upon it shall live. " The Lord never promises and fails to frrlhl His promise. Never!
Faith never looks to Jesus in vain. This is a precious truth, which we earnestly pray may
be deeply impressed upon our readers' hearts. All who look to the only Remedy live-and
live for ever.

What the true believer finds in Jesus
Christ

J .  R .  Beeke  (Grand  Rap ids ,  M ich igan ,  U .S .A . )

"They saw no nan, save Jesus only" (Matthew 17:8).

Christ is the salvation of God, the essence of all covenantal blessings. In Him dwells
all divine fullness. He is the treasury of grace's all-sufficiency. In Him the true believer
finds everything for time and eternity:

(l) a salvation that can never be thwarted,
(2) a righteousness that can never be tarnished,
(3) a title that can never be clouded,
(4) a judgment that can never be repeated,
(5) a justification that can never be reversed,
(6) a position that can never tre invalidated,
(7) a seal that can never be violated,
(8) an inheritance that can never be annulled,
(9) a wealth that can never be depleted,
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(10) a possession that can never be measured, - ::

(11) a portion that can never be destroyed,
(12) a peace that can never be fathomed,
(13) a love that can never be abated,
(14) a grace that can never be arrested,
(15) a strength ttrat can never be exhausted,
(16) a forgiveness that can never be rescinded,
(17) an access that can never be discontinued,
(18) a comfort that can never be scrapped,
(19) an Intercessor who can never be disqualified,
(20) a Victor who can never be vanquished,
(21) a resurrection that can never be hindered,
(22) a hope that can never be disappointed,
(23) a gift that can never be idolized,
(24) a glory that can never be dimmed.

Yes, Christ is all. Christ is all in the Father's vision. Christ is all in the Spirit's message
and application. Christ is all in Scripture's pages. Christ is all in the soul's desire. Christ
is all in heart-experience. Christ is all in the midnight of sin. Christ is all in salvation's
dawning light and noon-day sun. Christ is all in free, sovereign, atoning grace, for through
Him there is access to the Father who gave His Son, "that whosoever believeth on Him
might not perish, but have everlasting life. " To Him the Father gave the keys of grace's
storehouse, and commanded Him to compel sinners who are in the hedges to come in,
"for yet there is room."

What think ye of this Christ? Is He altogether lovely to you, for you, within you? Have
you learned that all outside of Him is loss and dung? Have you ever been experientially
graced with the privilege of Peter, James, and John: "And when they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only"?

May God make us all Christ-seekers and Christ-finders. May we all learn irrevocably:
in Him is life; outside of Him, death. May we learn to seek Him, in the words of Robert
Murray M'Cheyne, "by gift, by marriage, and by daily experience."

Unconverted sinners: Seek grace to need Christ. Concerned sinners: seek grace to be
introduced to Christ. Redeemed sinners: seek grace to be established in Christ, to see
no man but Christ. Seek Christ in His Word. Christ in his promises, Christ in His house,
Christ in His means of grace, Christ in prosperity and adversity, Christ in life and death!
Rest not until His blood is your stamped passport and received citizenship right to enter
the realm of eternal bliss.

There is no other Name (Acts. 4:12).
There is no other Foundation (l Cor. 3:l l;.
There is no other Way, Truth, Life (Jn. 14:6).
The only authentic answer to life's riddle, affliction's torment, prosperity's value, is

simply this: "But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: that, according as it is written. He
that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (l Cor. 1:30-31).

What is life's only comfort? Losing "self-belongingness" and belonging to Jesus Christ.
What is death's only comfort? Losing "self-belongingness" and belonging to Jesus Christ.

(Heid. Cat., Q.1). Truly, the half of it is not told me. In living, in dying, grant
Christocentricity.

:
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Is Jesus Christ God?

Frederick Peacock

This is a most important question. The deity of our Lord Jesus Christ is being assailed
on every hand to-day. Not only are men attacking the written Word, but they are attacking
the living Word. It shows the appalling lengths to which apostacy from the truth can carry
people.

There is one thing which puts the deity of Christ beyond all question, viz, His resurrection
from the dead. That great fact proves that Jesus Christ was all that He claimed to be.
What did He claim to be? He claimed to be God. He claimed to have existed before
Abraham. He spoke of the glory which He had with the Father before the world was.
He claimed to be absolutely without sin. He claimed to be able to give life - "ye will
not come to Me that ye might have life". "Who can forgive sins but God only?" asked
the Scribes. Yet the Lord Jesus exercised that prerogative. "Son" He said, "be of good
cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee". He claimed to be the Judge of all mankind, a claim
which would have been the height of blasphemy if He had been a mere man.

There is no doubt at all that Christ claimed to be God. He put Himself on an equality
with God, for He said "I and the Father are one". The Jews were continually demanding
from Him a sign to prove that He was what He claimed to be. The only sign he gave
them was the sign of the resurrection. Speaking of his sacred body He said, "destroy

this temple, and in three days I will raise it again" .In other words, My resurrection will
establish all My claims. His enemies did not forget that saying and lest the sign should
come true, they had the sepulchre carefully guarded by soldiers. But all their efforts were
in vain. On the first Easter morning the Son of God came forth victorious from the tomb,
and as Paul tells us in Romans l:4 He was "declared to be the Son of God with power
by the resurrection from the dead". The resurrection did not make Him to be the Son
ofGod, but it declared or proved Him to be so. Ifthe resurrection had never taken place,
all Christ's claims would have been falsified and the consequences to us who now profess
to believe in Him would be of the most terrible character. Thank God, however, the fact
of the resurrection is proved up to the hilt; we need not have a moment's doubt about
it. "He is risen, as He said".

How carefully we should ponder these solemn words: "If thou shalt confess with the
mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead.
thou shalt be saved" Romans l0:9.

(Mr. Peacock was Incumbent of The Circus Church, Portsmouth and a noted preacher
in his day).

"He that loveth little prayeth little, and he that loveth much prayeth much." Richard
Hooker.
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The Trustees' Resolution
"The Trustees of the Gospel Magazine at their meeting in London DEPLORE the

increasing drift of the Church of England away from the foundation truths of the Word
of God and enshrined in the 39 Articles of Religion and the failure of H.M. Government
to enforce the law regarding the opening of shops on the Lord's Day. They also deplore
the unnecessary and foolish recent visit of the Archbishop of Canterbury to the pope now
that the ARCIC proposals have been substantially rejected by the Roman Catholic Church.

The Trustees also express their sadness and profound concern at the increasing
secularisation in the life of the nation which they believe is the result in no small measure
of the failure of Ministers of the Gospel in the Established and Free Churches to preach
Christ's Gospel and of the educationalists who have conveniently ignored the Preamble
to the recent Education Act, such Act requiring to be taught in all schools the 'Christian

Religion and a National Curriculum', and they call upon all concerned to stand up for
the truths of the Word of God on every possible occasion. 'Be not deceived; God is not
mocked; for whatsoever a man (or a nation) soweth, that shall he also reap'. Galatians 6:7"

D. C. Relf, LL.B.
Chairman

;

Christ's humiliation
Behold a sacred riddle or paradox, "God manifest in the flesh." That man should be

made in God's image was a wonder but that God should be made in man's image is a
greater wonder. That the tnfant of days should be born, that He Who thunders in the heavens
should cry in the cradle, that He Who rules the stars should suck the breast, that a virgin

should conceive, that Christ should be made of a woman and of that woman which Himself
made, that the Branch should bear the Vine, that the mother should be younger than the
child she bare, and the child in the womb bigger than the mother, that the human nature
should not be God, yet one with God. Christ taking flesh is a mystery none will fully
understand till we come to heaven when our light shall be clear as well as our love perfect.

"Body of Divinity." Thomas Watson

WILLIAM M'EWEN
CORRECTION

A printers error occurred in our last issue, on page 130, paragraph II, line 17, almost
half a line of type dropped out. The sentence should read:

Of the determinate counsel of God we read in the scriptures; but of the indeterminate
counsel we do not read.

"E
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Book Reviews
Among God's Giants: the Puritan vision of the christian Life. J. I. packer.
Kingsway Publications. pp 447. 99.99.

Probably no one now living is so well qualified to write about the Puritans as Dr Packer
who is currently Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology at Regent College,
Vancouver, Canada.

After a brief introduction the book is divided into six parts as follows: The Puritans
in Profile, the Puritans and the Bible, the Puritans and the Gospel, the Puritans and the
Holy Spirit, The Puritan Christian Life and the Puritans in Ministry.

As might be expected John Owen and Richard Baxter figure prominently in the book.
There is considerable mention of Jonathan Edwards and a good chapter on the subject
of Jonathan Edwards and Revival.

Those called to the ministry of the Word of God might well find the prayerful reading
of this volume most profitable.

J.H.R.

The Young Spurgeon. Peter JefferT. Evangelical Press. pp ll2. fit.95.
The author calls this book an appetizer for the two volume edition of Spurgeon's life.

It tells of his ancestry, boyhood, conversion in a Primitive Methodist Chapel, his baptism,
S.S. teacher work, work as school tutor in Cambridge, and first sennon in Feversham
Baptist Chapel.

There are values in this small book! It is a lesson to Church leaders on how to treat
young Pastors. The preachers who inspired Spurgeon were William Jay of Bath, and John
Angell James of Birmingham. Spurgeon never forgot the dignity and simplicity with which
William Jay preached. One remark that deeply impressed his young mind was, "you do
need a mediator between yourselves and God, but you do not need a mediator between
yourselves and Christ, you may come to him just as you are."

At only 19 years Spurgeon was invited to New Park Street, London, then in decline
with only 200 attending. very soon all 1200 seats were full. spurgeon was faithful to
the five points of the Gospel of Grace, and this biography is full of pastoral anecdotes
that reveal grace and humility in the life of a true servant of Christ.

w.J.P.

I will Never Become A Christian. Peter Jeffery. Evangelical kess of Wales,
Bryntirion. Bridgend. pp.87.

Unbelievers often feel compelled to make excuses for their lack of faith. Excuses need
to be removed before the stubborn will can even see its real sin of rebellion. This book
undermines ten common excuses, and then shows the way of salvation very clearly.

It closes with eight remarkable testimonies, from people in various walks of life, of
how they were converted, and the blessings Christ has brought to them.

This is only a small book, but it could have great influence in bringing readers to the
Saviour. It is very commendable.

w.J.P.
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Apostacy from the Gospel. John Owen. Abridged in modern language by Dr
R.J.K. Law. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 166. t2.95.

There are many facets of apostacy. The Church of Rome is in apostacy, but "instead

of the golden shield of the Spirit's effective works of grace in the soul, Rome has set
up the bronze shield of outward man-made ordinances." This is apostacy and leads to
apostacy. There are three ingredients in the Gospel. The mystery of its doctrine; the holiness
of its commands; and the purity of its worship.

And there are four basic warnings given by the Spirit in Scripture: (i). Men from among
the pastors and teachers will arise teaching perverse things. (ii). Savage wolves will enter
the Church, not sparing the flock. (iii). People will get tired of hearing sound doctrine
and will turn from the truth to fables. (iv). A gradual, secret, mysterious, general apostacy
will arise in the whole visible Church, - the mystery of iniquity.

Owen traces the outworking of these in the Churches and contrasts the benefits of
Reformation. Apostacy arises from pride, neglect, and worldliness - failing to hold the
doctrines and commands of the Gospel, and is seen in apostacy from evangelical worship.
Finally he outlines action to avoid apostacy.

This is a thoroughly good book, and should be studied by all leaders who have the welfare
of the Church at heart.

w.J.P.

Susanna: Arnold Dallimore; Large paperback pp176 f4.95 Evangelical Press.
Susanna Wesley was indeed an outstanding woman reckoned by any standard. Bishop

Ryle says she was "evidently a woman of extraordinary power of mind". She had no
less than 19 children some of whom died in infancy. She found time for each of them
- this was evidently the secret of her remarkable influence over them.

We are indebted to Dr. Dallimore for this absorbingly interesting book giving the story
of the remarkable mother of two remarkable sons John and Charles Wesley. Those who
have read Dr. Dallimore's other biographies will be delighted to read this his latest book.

M.H.


