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Editorial
Once again we have in the providence of God arrived at the.season of harvest. Harvest

is the crown of the year (Psalm 65:11) and springs from the unmerited goodness of
God.

There is a lovely promise relating to harvest - "while the earth remaineth, seed-
time and harvest, and cold and heat and summer and winter shall not cease" (Gen.8:22).
Long centuries have passed since it was given but it has never failed. There have been
times when the harvest has not been so abundant but there has always been sufficient.
If there has been a deficiency in one part of the world there has been an abundance in
another part.

How dependent we are on God's promises! If God failed to send either spring or summer
we cannot with all our skills create either of them. We cannot of ourselves order or change
the seasons. The seasons are a great wonder in themselves. A world of wonder bursts
forth every springtime; each blade of grass and ear of corn is a display of God's handiwork."o Lord, how manifold are thy works" cried the psalmist, "in wisdom hast thou made
them all".

- If G^od lrlfills His promise concerning the seasons why doubt Him concerning other
things? why not reckon upon every promise being fulfilled and act upon them.- 

:
The seasons are like a perpetual procession; cold flies before heat and then summer

is chased away by winter. We live in a world of change. Nothing is stable, it is not always
seedtime nor is it always harvest time. We have to reckon on changes in our lives and
in our circumstances. How very reassuring it is to know that all things work together for
good to them that love God (Romans 8:28).
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The Saviour's Questiori

'l

H
'?r
-l::*
:{
g

I

: -lr3

Sermon by the Editor

"Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered Him,

Inrd to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are

sure that Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." John 6:67/69.

These words of our text occcur at the end of a very wonderful chapter, a chapter which

records the feeding of the five thousand with the five loaves and two fishes. This,

incidentally, is the only miracle that occurs in all four Gospels - a miracle exhibiting
the creative power of Christ, as well as showing forth His compassion to those in need.

Then the chapter goes on to speak of the rough crossing of the Sea of Galilee on the part

of the disciples and how our Lord went to them walking on the waves. The greater part

of the chapter is taken up with the discourse in the Synagogue at Capernaum centring

around the thought of Christ the true bread, and so we get that lovely verse 35, "I am

the Bread of life; he that cometh unto Me shall never hunger and he that believeth on

Me shall never thirst." The chapter goes on to its climax with this great question. "Will

ye also go away?" And the answer "Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words

of eternal l i fe."

'";!{ }|A**+.I'' THE PREVAILING CIRCI.]MSTANCES 
'TiI

What made the impulsive Peter cry out, "Lord to whom shall we go?" The preceding

verses supply the answer. Look at v.66. "From that time many of His disciples went back

and walked no more with Him." They retreated, they deserted, they forsook the position

they once occupied. They went back and walked no more with Him, and what a contrast

that is with what occurred, at the beginning of the day. They had crossed the Sea of Galilee,

they had sought the Lord out, they had fairly hung upon His words, and now they turn

their backs on Him, so unreliable, and so fickle is human nature. They drifted away because

He had disappointed the hopes they had entertained of Him. Now the disciples too felt

bound to reconsider their position. There must have been days when they felt they were

the remnant of a failing cause. At times perhaps they were disturbed by thoughts of home,

they thought of quiet domestic joys and of safety, and the Lord knew what was going

onin their minds in this dark day when many went back and left Him, He fairly broke

in upon their thoughts and said "Will ye also go away?" and perhaps that very question

helpld to clarify their minds and they saw that He was without a rival, that He stood alone,

thal He occupied a category by Himself. There was no-one else to whom they could go
- they were shut up to Christ.

Thai is the background of this great word, "Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the

words of eternal life." Yes, many went back and walked no more with Him. What a solemn

and instructive fact that is! You see, even Christ who spoke as man never spoke and did

works of matchless power as no-one that ever lived before or since has done, even from

Him many went back and walked no more with Him. With the miracles as evidence of

Christ's Person and work, they went back to their former way of living. They went back

to Judea and to the world, and many, doubtless, went back to their sins. And if men could

forsake Christ in the days of His earthly ministry we must not be surprised if some go
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back tdfay,tut uft nted to'ask the question, "Why did they go bdbk?" Snne, probably,
because they had not counted the cost involved, and isn't that something that is ever with
us? There are those who make a profession of saving faith but they have never counted
the cost and they go back. Others, and probably most, went back because they could not
receive the deep doctrine that our Lord had just proclaimed. Look at v.53, "Jesus said
unto them, Verily, verily, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood,
ye have no life in you." That was something they just could not accept. They disliked
a theology that spoke of blood. They did not like anything that had to do with a vicarious
sacrifice, just as many don't want anything to do with it today. It was an unacceptable
truth. Others dreamed only of temporal advantages and rewards. Why only the previous
day it had been proposed by some enthusiastic followers that they should take Christ and
make Him King against His will. They had yet to learn that His kingdom was not of this
world. We do need to remember that there is such a thing as counterfeit grace and unreal
christianity. We need to remember that the Lord Himself spoke about the stony,ground
hearers who have no root in themselves and in the time of temptation they fall away. We
need to remember too that not all blossoms come to fruit and that not all are Israel which
are of Israel. We need not be surprised that many went back. We need not be surprised
that some go back today and some go back, undoubtedly, because the Gospel is offensive
to them. It is humbling to their pride, and some retreat because of the influence of friends
or because they are afraid of the taunts of men.

THE INADEQUATE ALTERNATIVE
Peter said, 'Lord to whom shall we go?' It is like the saying of the Psalmist in Psalm

73, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there is none on earth that I desire beside
Thee. " To whom shall we go? You see, despite all the learning that abounded in the ancient
world Paul had to say that "the world by wisdom knew not God". Egypt, Assyria, Greece
and Rome were the very nations that obtained the very highest excellence in secular things,
yet, spiritually, they were sunk in gross darkness. The ablest philosophers ofGreece and
Rome groped after truth like blind men, and the wisest of men could only acknowledge
their need of light. Where would Peter have turned for peace of heart and mind, for
satisfaction of conscience, for hope, in a world to come if he had left Christ and gone
with the deserters? Would he have found what he wanted amongst the formal Pharisees
or sceptical Sadducees or the worldly Herodians? Not at all. Would they have quenched
his spiritual thirst? Would they have fed his soul? Indeed not. They were all broken cisterns
that could hold no water, and he that drank of these waters still Oeeded to drink again.
"To whom shall we go?" If we are ever tempted to forsake Christ let us ask ourselves
'To whom shall we go?' Who of all created beings can satisff our every need? Who can
give help and strength and comfort to us if we turn our backs on Christ? We live in a
world of trouble, whether we acknowledge the fact or not, and nothing but an Almighty
personal Friend will meet the needs of our soul, and Peter said there is One and only
One who satisfies the yearning of the human heart, the Lgrd Jesus Christ Himself.

THE NOBLE CONFESSION r' Notice the noble confession that Peter made. "Thou hast the words oT eternal life,"
Isn't it striking how the wondrous miracles attracted the crowds but they were repelled
by our Lord's teaching, and it was the very opposite with the Apostles for whom Peter
was the spokesman. It was not so much the supernatural works but the Divine words of
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Jesus that held them. Peter, had what those who departed had not, he had a hearing ear.
He knew that the words of Christ were not just empty sounds, nor just mere words. They
were vital; they were dynamic; they were means of grace; they were the vehicle of salvation.
Look at our Lord's own words in v.63, "The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit
and they are life. " Peter believed and was assured of them, "Thou has the words of eternal
life." The words of Christ had sunk deep into his soul and he felt their power. He was
conscious of the blessings they had imparted to him. "Thou hast the words of eternal
life. " Doesn't that bring us afresh to appreciate Christ's mission in coming into the world?
Why did He come? He came that we might have eternal life, a life begun in the soul by
faith while we live, and perfected in glory hereafter. To give eternal life, and the Lord
Jesus still speaks down the long corridors of time and His words come to us today with
undiminished power and beauty, and what gracious words they are! You remember the
crowds in the Synagogue at Nazareth acknowledged that He spoke with gracious words.
"They wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth" and as He
preached that day they listened in breathless silence. But not only are they gracious words,
they are authentic words and so the crowds declared as the Sermon on the Mount came
to a close that "He taught with authority as not as the Scribes". Gracious, authoritative,
but they are life-giving. They give life to those who receive them and Charles Wesley
has that thought in his Hymn,

"He speaks, and listening to His voice,
New life the dead receive."

What a noble confession! "Thou hast the words of eternal life". And for Peter to say
this of Christ when the Pharisees and the Sadducees were agreed in rejecting Him was
surely a mighty act of faith.

Notice, he goes on "And we believe and are sure that Thou art the Christ. " "We have
come to realise" says Peter, "that you are the Holy One of God, that you have come
from God, that you belong to God, that you are appointed by God. " What a meaningful
and glorious confession! "Thou hast the words of eternal life," and many have found
the words and the promises of Christ, not merely words but solid realities. They have
been persuaded of them and embraced them and found them both meat and drink to their
souls. You remember how the writer to the Hebrews said, "We are compassed about with
a cloud of witnesses" yes, witnesses who in the faith of Christ have lived useful lives,
and also who have died in faith resting on the word of the Lord.

Now such faith enabled Peter to stand up boldly before the Sanhedrim, before the Jewish
council and stand and confess his Master and say "Neither is there salvation in any other
for there is no other Name given under heaven whereby we may be saved," and such
faith enabled Paul to go out of Judea and to spend his life preaching the Gospel and to

say on the very brink of eternity, "I know Whom I haVe believed and am persuaded that

He is able to keep that which I have committed to Him against that day."
Said our Lord, "Will ye also go away?" and you knory that same testing question is

still put to those who profess to be followers of Christ. He says ''Will ye also go away?"
or to put it in another way He said, "Do you still firmly cling to Me?" Remember this,
friends, there is no substitute for Christ. He is not an adjunct to life, He is a very vital
necessity. He has outlived all other rivals and outlived them because they were not really
rivals at all. He stands supreme. "Thou hast the words of eternal life. To whom shall
we go?"
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So, permit me to ptrt a question to you. Has Christ His rightful place in your heart and
life? Can you say with Peter, "Lord to whom shall we go? We are shut up to you. There
is none other we can resort to. Thou art the Christ the Son of the living God."

Don't be content with a mere formal christianity which, in effect, is nothing more than
a respectability. Seek to have a living faith in the Christ of God, and let me ask one final
question, Is He over the threshold of our lives? Is He on the Throne?

Here, then, is Peter's great word, "Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words
of eternal life" and may God write His Word upon our hearts, for His Name's sake, Amen.

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

CITIES OF REFUGE

In a little back street in tle town of Ripon in Yorkshire there is a very interesting stone
monument. It is all that remains of a stone cross known as the Sharow Cross. In centuries
gone by the Church of St. Winifred (now known as Ripon Cathedral) was a sanctuary
for fugitives. Anyone within one mile of this church was safe from his pursuers. Stone
crosses were placed all round the church at a distance of one mile - within this boundary
was the place of refuge. The Sharow Cross is the only one that is still in existence in Ripon.

The provision of a place of refuge like this goes back to Bible times. In Numbers chapter
35 we read about the cities of refuge that God provided for people who had killed someone
accidentally. If a man managed to find his way to one of these six cities, strategically
placed, then he would be safe from the relative seeking revenge.

The Lord Jesus is a refuge for all who trust him. We are all guilty of sin and if we
are outside of Christ our state is very dangerous. But if we take advantage of the safety
only to be found in Jesus then we are safe for all eternity.

The names of the different cities are very interesting.
Kadesh means 'consecrated' or 'holy'. Our refuge the Lord Jesus is the truly holy one.
Shechern means a shoulder. This reminds us of power. The prophet Isaiah when he speaks

about Jesus Christ told us that "the government is upon his shoulder". He has all power.
Kiriath-arba or Hebron signifies fellowship. We can have no greater fellowship than

with Jesus the one who really knows and loves us.
Bezer is a fortification or a strong place. The Lord is a rgfuge and strength to all who

trust in him.
Ramoth stands for'high'or'exalted'. There is no name higher than qhat of the Lord

Jesus. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.
Golanmeans 'joy'. The Lord Jesus is the joy and rejoicing of the Christian's heart.
So the names of each of the cities of refuge remind us in some way of the nature and

work of Jesus the Saviour of his people - the only safe refuge.
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Find the missing words. The initial letters of the answer spell out the word REFUGE.

l. The Lord is my defence; and my God is the - of my refuge. Psalm 94.

2. The God is thy refuge. DeuteronomY 33.

and my refuge in the day of affliction.
Jeremiah 16.

3. O Lord, my strength and mY

4. . . . God is thy refuge and are the everlasting anns.
Deuteronomv 33.

5. In God is my salvation and my ; the rock of my strength and my refu_ge

is in God. Psalm 62'

6. How shall we if we neglect so great salvation. Hebrew 2.
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Light at Last
DAVID  A .  DOUDNEY

"And they feared as they entered into the cloud." Luke 9:34'

There was no real ground for the disciples'fear. They were not only delivered from

wrath; they were not only interested in all the rich blessings of a covenant salvation; of

them ir might not only truly be said, that "having Christ, they had all things," but they

had, at thJvery time of these their fears, the immediate presence of Jesus. But, ah, so

it is. Those wtro in reality have least cause for fear are mostly the subjects of fear. They

fear where there is no real ground for fear. Still, the Lord overrules their very fears for

their very profit.
How singular was it that on those two most eventful occasions - the transfiguration

of Jesus and at the time of His intense agony in the garden, His disciples slept. It was

the night-season, probably, on both occasions, and this may, in some measure, account

for thlir sleeping. But thlre were other reasons, and out of those reasons we may cull

most important lessons for our instruction and edificatiou.
We reid that Jesus, "as He prayed", was transfigured. His was prayer - His importunity

- worship indeed, but how different was it with the disciples. How soon was their little

strength exhausted - how soon was their worship closed - what a small measure of

wrestling and importunity theirs. Though their Master was there, and in prayer too' they

were .'hiavy wit^h sleep.;' So much for mere will-worship or creature-piety. Yet possibly

the Lord, in His merry and condescension, over-ruled that very sleep of His disciples
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foi their clea'rer beholding and more becoming appreciation of that glory in which He
was about to be revealed. Again, we learn the sovereignty of the Lord's gifts, and the
frequently altogether unexpected and unlooked-for nature of His manifestations. Moreover,
we see the really spiritual character of communion; and we may learn, from what passed
upon the mount of transfiguration, that the Lord will sometimes cofllmune with His sons
and daughters when poor frail nature is sleeping. The spirit is, as it were, entranced. We
believe this sometimes to be the case literally with one and another of the Lord's departing
people. As Peter and his fellow-disciples knew nothing, whilst they were sleeping, of those
blessed and unseen communings with which the spirit or new man is indulged. We are
told, in reference to the disciples, that "when they were awake, they saw His glory."
In the higher and more important sense, we may learn, that it is only as we are awoke
up from our sleep in spiritual death, by the mighty energy and power of the Holy Ghost,
that we in very deed see the glory of the Lord. We sleep in a deathlike ignorance and
indifference before that mighty change has passed upon us.

Again, in reference to the disciples sleeping in Gethsemane's garden, how wondrously
were the Lord's pity and compassion therein exhibited. We read that, "when He arose
up from prayer, and was come to His disciples, He found them sleeping for sorow."
How merciful, on the one hand, that sleep should come to their relief under such
circumstances, and, on the other hand, how compassionate and condescending that He
should say, when He thus found them asleep, "the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh
is weak." Surely this was a most striking proof of the extreme tenderness of Jesus. If
He could bear with this from His disciples, forewarned as they had been, and in connection
with all their special privileges of His own immediate presence and ministrations, may
we not be assured of the self-same tenderness and compassion in reference to ourselves?
How well may every particular with which the Holy Ghost has been pleased to furnish
us, as to the gentleness and forbearance of Jesus, encourage us to appeal to Him upon
the self-same ground, ever keeping before us the fact, that what He was of old, that He
is now, for He is "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."

Oh, ye poor and needy ones, ye tried and tempted followers of the Lamb, be it yours
neither slavishly to fear, nor to faint, whilst a throne of grace is open to you, and One
seated thereupon who is not only privy to your every perplexity and care, but who is indeed
verily interested in all and every thing that concerns you. There is not that in your case
which is of the least possible consideration with which Jesus is not acquainted, and in
which He is not infinitely more interested than ever you can be. There is not the veriest
necessity for your keeping that burden, or this care, or the other perplexity to yourself;
but it is your privilege to take it to Jesus, and, as the fond wife would pour forth her
sorrows into the bosom of a devoted husband, or the child run to the parent with its every
fear, so would Jesus have you betake yourself unto Him, "casting all your care upon Him,
for He careth for you. " You can no more be too importunate than you can be too intimate
with Jesus. The more candid your words the clearer your ways, for Jesus will, in due
time, make His way clear befoie you. Yea, His express objqct in bringing you into straits
and difficulties, is that He may hear from and see you, for He hath said, "Let Me hear
thy voice, let Me see thy face, for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenaqce is comely."

Would God that we could encourage His dear tried ones simply to lbok to and cast
themselves upon Him, under a precious realisation of His own gracious word, "Ye have
no need to fight in this battle; the battle is not yours, but the Inrd's."

"And it came to pass, as they departed from Him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it
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is good'for irs to'be hBrS; and let us make three tabernacles, one'for Thee, and one fot 
**

Moses, and one for Elias; not knowing what he said. " No, indeed, he did not know. Pleasant
and agreeable as such a thing as that for which Peter asked might have been, it would,
at best, have been most transient. The Lord has not only some better thing in store for
His disciples, but something infinitely more lasting. And so it is with the Lord's people
now; they may earnestly desire the continuance of their glad frames and joyful feelings.
Their language may commonly be -

.. 
' "More frequent let Thy visits be,' -Y', Or let them longer last."

But the Lord hath better things in store. "*r rrnot your rest; it is polluted. " "Here

we have no abiding city. ' ' Too much of the manifested presence of Jesus may. in a sense,
cause us to seek to set up tabernacles even here, in this sin-dyed world. Beautiful as is
everything in its season, and bespeaking as all things do the handiwork of God, yet this
world is too poor, too deeply drenched with sin and transgression, to be a fit dwelling-
place for the saints of the Most High God. They have in heaven a better and an enduring
substance; for "we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. " Moreover,
the Lord, by means of trouble and disappointment and bereavements and sorrow of some
kind or other, stirs up the hearts of His people and quickens their sluggish paces heavenward
and homeward, causing them to add, with the apostle, personally and experimentally, "For

in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.
If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle
do groan, being burdened; not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
mortality might be swallowed up of life."

"While He thus spaked, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them; and they feared
as they entered into the cloud." Observe this "While He thus spake." When Peter was
in the very act of expressing his desire to tarry, then came the cloud."

Has not this been the case with you numberless times? You have had some precious
visit from the King; you have had a glimpse of Him in His beauty, and of the land which
a little before, if seen at all, was seen very far off. But now, there has been special and
peculiar indulgence. Earth has lost its charms. Heavenly things have engrossed your
thoughts and affections. Christ has become in very deed the ' 'all in all' ' from those blessed
discoveries of His love and mercy which He had just previously.vouchsafed. It may be,
that some most gracious deliverance in providence had been granted, proving to
demonstration, that "your Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things
before ye ask Him", and that in very deed "the hairs of your head are all numbered."
The gracious proof of His kindly interest and special care, as well as His condescending
love and mercy, in stooping to your mean affairs, has so filled you with adoring wonder,
admiration and love, that you have been, as it were, los, in astonishment; and whilst
"weeping to the praise of the mercy you've found" you have said,

"My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,

And sit and sing herself away
To everlastins bliss."

ri
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\fti'"'sat down under IIis shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to your
taste. " He "brought you into the banqueting house, and His banner over you was love. "

His "left hand was under your head, and His right hand did embrace you." You "rose

up to your beloved, and your hands dropped with myrrh, and your fingers with sweet-
smelling myrrh." Your whole soul was on fire with love divine, and you felt precisely
as Hart so sweetly described it:-

"When Jesus with His mighty love,
Visits my troubled breast, r:*

"#;'iefi ili,iilh,TifSso::r"""'
Ah, then it was with Peter, you would fain tarry. You wanted to linger. You had Christ,

and what did you want more? The felt presence of Christ is so all-absorbing and so soul-
satisfying that everything else is forgotten. Cares of crushing magnitude before weigh not
a feather's weight now. Pains are pleasures, the cross a crown. It's all love; no toil, no
travail, no pain, no perplexity. It's heaven on earth. It's glory begun below. Satan is silent
or, if not silent, utterly disregarded; his words have no weight whilst Christ is present,
and well he knows it too. The world has no charms. Its pleasures are the merest baubles;
its name and its fame valueless; its gold the veriest tinsel. Jesus is in very deed the "chiefest

among ten thousand, the altogether lovely," and so precious, heart-bedewing, yea,
rapturous are His visits, that, with Paul in the third heaven, whether in the body or out
of the body, the favoured one cannot tell. Well, then, may the soul privileged thus want
to tarry. This is the key to the exclamation of Peter, "Master, it is good for us to be here;
and let us make three tabernacles."

But what followed the mercies with which the bride in the Canticles was indulged? She
tells us, "I opened to my Beloved, but my Beloved had withdrawn Himself." Precisely
to the same effect was the experience of Peter and his fellow-disciples. "While He thus
spake, there came a cloud and overshadowed them; and they feared as they entered into
the cloud." As in nature, so in grace, clouds and darkness follow the clear shining of
the sun.

The contrast is great. The soul sinks the lower by what it seems to have lost. Satan
is more on the alert; our unbelieving hearts more active; the world more censorious; the
soul itself at a loss to know what has come to it, unless well versed in the mysteries connected
with the life and walk of faith, and with that "needs be" of which Peter speaks, "that

we be in heaviness through manifold temptations; that the trial of"our faith, being much
more precious than of gold which perisheth, should be found unto glory and honour at
the appearing of Jesus Christ. "

All this bears upon the real character of the trial of faith. It is the strangeness, and the
seeming contradiction, and the peculiarity of the trial, that so much constitutes it a trial.
The Psalmist said, "What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee" and is not the same trust
involved in the exhortation, "Be still, and know that I arnGod?"

It is well to consider that the severe tests and trials usually follow some of the brightest
and most blessed displays of covenant interest and distinguishing mercy. I-t was after Paul
had been caught up into the third heaven, he was visited with a thorn in the flesh. So
it was after that marvellous sight of the transfiguration, and a feeling upon the part of
Peter and his fellow-disciples, how "good it was to be there" that "there came a cloud
and overshadowed them."
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It is a conviction of this close connection between the triumphs of faith and its subsequent
and severe testings, that cause many of the Lord's people to be satisfied with a simple
looking to and resting upon the Lord, without so much of the transports of faith as others
of the family experience. They seek for peace rather than joy. They covet the condition
to which the apostle Peter alluded when he says, "Now the God of all grace, after ye
have suffered awhile, stablish, strengthen, settle you. " This establishment in the covenant
verities of a covenant Jehovah is what they seek, and a firm, calm, blessed conviction
as involved in such a settled establishment, "We know that all things work together for
good to them that love God."

But lastly, what followed the cloud, and the fears with which it was attended? We read,
"And there came a voice out of the cloud saying, This is My Beloved Son, hear Him."
Yes, the voice came out of the cloud. And so it ever has been, and is. In the midst of
the most cloudy dispensation, in the Lord's time, the Lord's hand shall be seen, and the
Lord's voice heard. His "Fear not" - His "I am with thee" - His, " 'Tis I, be not
afraid", shall be heard and felt.

The Feast of Harvest
It is claimed by some that the Harvest Thanksgiving Service is a modern innovation.

This is not so. It is deeply rooted in Scripture and has its basis in God's command to
his people through Moses - "Thou shalt keep the feast of Harvest", Exodus 23:15-16.

God's Command. In Exodus 23:14-17 ; 34:-22-23; and in relevant passages in Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy we read that God commanded three feasts should be observed
by his people - the feast of the Passover, the feast of Weeks, and the feast of Tabernacles.
It is significant that the latter two are concerned with the harvest - the feast of Weeks,
the offering of the first fruits of the harvest to the Lord, and the feast of Tabernacles when
the harvest had been gathered in "out of the field", Exodus 23:16.

God's gracious purpose was that his people in succeeding generations should thereby
remember that he is the Lord their God, remember his works amongst them and obey
his commandments. l.eviticus23:33-34 details the characteristics of the feast of Tabernacles
- remembrance, thanksgiving and rejoicing. These are the reasonsfor which God's people
assemble together for the feast of harvest - the harvest Thanksgiving.

Remembrance. The children of Israel were to remember the Irrd their God. For seven
days they offered sacrifices of worship unto the Lord. Every seven years the Law was
read in public. So at the Harvest Thanksgiving we remember and acknowledge the Lord
our God. He is God the creator - and the beauty and splendour of his creation is all around
us. We give homage to him in worship and remember his.never failing power. Without
him there would be no harvest. All the labours of man would be in vain. All the modern
inventions would be of no avail if God had not given those blessings which he alone can
give. Think of the soil in which the seed is planted; the sunshine and the rain to mature
the growing corn; the different seasonal climatic conditions; the never failing sequence
of day and night. All is of God. He is the Lord our God - a truth so often forgotten
and ignored in our nation.
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Thanksgiving. Thus acknowledging God we thank him for all his wonders and for his
provision. The children of Israel at this feast of Tabernacles lived in tents to remind them
of God's provision for them during the years in the wilderness. We thank God at harvest
for his provisions for us, for our daily food, for the bountiful provision he makes year
after year and which so often we just take for granted. Little wonder we sing: All good
gifts around us, Are sent from Heaven above, Then thank the Lord, oh rhank the Lord,
For all His love. Would that we would express such thanksgiving daily by obedience to
his commandments.

Rejoicing. Throughout the feast the people were told to "rejoice before the Lord",
lrviticus 23:40; Deuteronomy 16:23. True gratitude brings happiness. As we thank God
for the blessings of the Harvest we rejoice in all his goodness. With the Psalmist we say:"It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord", Psalm 92:1. we proclaim his loving
kindness and faithfulness. we witness that he is the faithful God, I cor. l:9 - faithful
to his age long promise that "as long as earth remaineth . . . seed time and harvest shall
not fail" Genesis 8:22.

Yet Harvest Thanksgiving is not only concerned with the harvest of the fields. It also
points to the spiritual harvest. We gratefully rejoice that God in his love sent his Son to
be the provider of salvation through his death and resurrection (see John 12:24; and 3: 16).
He is the bread of life (John 6:35); all who are thirsty spiritually can come to him and
drink (John 7:37).We rejoice in hope of the final harvest when the Lord Jesus shall return.
He will gather the harvest of his people for the home he has prepared, John 14:2-3 and
Matthew 24:31. There his people will rejoice at the wedding feast of the Lamb, Revelation
l9:9. "There will be no more hunger . . . for the Lamb will feed them and lead to living
fountains of waters. ' ' What harvest rejoicing awaits the people of God unto all eternity.

Rejoice then in the Lord. Trust in God. For he will supply all our needs, phil. 4:19.
Jesus said that the heavenly Father knows our needs. Seek first his kingdom and all these
things will be provided. Happy indeed are the people who have the Lord for their God.

This seasonable meditation is by the late Rev. Kenneth Ashworth, formerly vicar
of Woodside, Luton.
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ISA A.  BUCKLEY .  .J}

Oir Septemb'er 10tfi, 1893, a little girl was born into a humble home on the outskirts
of Glasgow. She was named Isabella Dempster McConnell. Her father hadbeen converted
by the grace of God some years before her birth, and her mother too was a believer, so
she was born into a Christian home. It was a home where the Lord came first, where
the Word of God and prayer were as daily food. Those who were troubled and sad found

A Hundred Years Ago
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a'ready welcome;'and out of their small income help flowed to others. It wad'the kind
of Christian Home over which Isabella herself would one day reign.

ln1926 she became my mother, and in 1928 my father died. They had been very deeply
devoted to each other, and his memory was still green and fresh to her till the last day
of a long life. She was a widow for 56 years, until aged 91, the Lord took her to that
place where "orphans no more are Fatherless, or widows desolate." She died in 1984.

Her life was lived out quietly and humbly in simple trust in the Lord her Saviour, and
in dependence upon her God to meet her needs.

A few words tell the story of a long life, but many pages would be needed to tell of
the influence of that life upon others. Even this past Christmas someone wrote to me of
my Mother's influence upon her some years ago.

Who can tell the measure of even the humblest life for good or for evil? Who can fully
know the effect of a godly mother upon her children, or yet the influence of that Christian
home of which that mother is the heart? How we need such homes today!

The Bible tells us of many mothers. Some were a blessing to their families, others almost
destroyed them. We think of Rebekah manipulating her husband and her sons and the
sorrow and misery which resulted. We read of a mother in 2 Chronicles 22:3, of whom
it is said that "his mother was his counsellor to do wickedness." Proverbs 29:15 tells
us that "a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame."

But what splendid, godly mothers are pictured for us too. Moses' mother praying and
planning to save her child, Hannah praying for her little son, and seeing he was well clad.
Timothy's mother and grandmother teaching God's Word to their boy, and the mother
of Rufus, who was a mother to the Apostle Paul.

No wonder Scripture says:-
', Proverbs 6:i0. My son forsake not the law of thy mother.
'' Proverbs 15:20. A foolish man despiseth his mother.

Proverbs 3l:28. Her children rise up and call her blessed.

We live in an evil day, one wonders what memories of "mother" many of today's
children will have. How many sad little hearts and lives there are all around us because
mother does not care. How many little lives have been destroyed even before they could
be born because "mother" had her own plans and purposes. Our country is guilty before
God for the murder of a great host of unborn children.

Blessed indeed is the mother who leaves her children the legacy of her godly life as
a witness to them, of her faith in Christ, of her example, and her prayers for them. Happy
indeed is the child who has such a mother to remember and to praise God for, now and
in eternity.

Let us thank God for all godly mothers, and let us earnestly pray for the Christian mothers
of today as they seek to raise their children for the Lord. And let us not forget the multitudes
of little motherless ones throughout the whole earth.

Isaiah 66:13. AS ONE WHOM HIS MOTHER COMFORTETH, SO WLL I
COMFORT YOU.

Here is a precious word for us all. God planned and mdde true mother love, and not
even the best of mothers can understand us, or love us as He, our Father God does. May
His comfort be with us all in the coming days.
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in Tribulatibn

BY THE LATE J.  E.  FLEGG

(Mr. Flegg was at one time Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society)

Tribulation's path is no new road to the child of God. In the Inspired Volume provision
is made for the various conditions in which the saints are found, and the application of
the Word by the Holy Ghost warms the heart and cheers the spirit.

When the Lord sent Ananias to Saul of Tarsus. He said to him "Go thy way: for he
is chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children
of Israel: for I will show him how great things he must suffer for My name's sake". And
as the servant of Christ, he endured hardness; yet in his sufferings he experienced the
consolation of God, so that, in writing to the Corinthians (2 Cor. 1:4,5) he was able to
say "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation that we may be able
to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are
comforted of God. "

In these words we see:-
A man in trouble praising God. It is no difficult thing to sing when the trouble is past
and one is rejoicing in having been delivered out ofit; but the sigh escapes the lips more
often than the song while the path of tribulation is being trod. The apostle, however, ere
he is delivered, blesses God, Who is comforting him in tribulation. This is the effect of
grace. He was able, even then, to rejoice in God as the Father of mercies, and would
dwell rather upon His tenderness and comfort than upon the tribulation. Trouble, of itself,
does not soften the heart, but grace experienced in the trouble will hush the voice of
complaining; the tribulation being sanctified and the consolation of God realized, His
mercies are not shut out from view, and the soul can then sing songs in the night.

Is it not thus that the reality of one's religion is evidenced? Faith has to be tested in
some way:

: 
"The Lord beholds it fit

: , That faith be sharply tried."

Satan questioned the reality of Job's religion, and permission was given to test the
Patriarch. When trials came thick and fast upon him, what was Job's testimony? "The

Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the name of the Inrd." To the same
effect are the words of Habakkuk: "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall
fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail . . . and there shall be no herd in
the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Inrd."

Such an occupation as praising God is fitting, for are not our mercies far, far beyond
our trials? Yea, is not His mercy experienced in the trial? The confession of every child
of God is, "He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our
iniquity. "

Paul's blessing God in tribulation arose from his reflecting upon God. Listen to
his words - "The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, the God of
all comfort."

r57
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The believer stands in close relationship to the L,ord. Christ is not ashamed to call them

brethren. Ifis Father is their Father. He is our God and Father in Christ Jesus.

"sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,
All my times are in ThY hand,
All events at Thy command."

But the Sovereign Ruler of the skies, believer, is your Father, pitiful and kind in all His

dealings. Too wise to err, too good to be unkind, His love governs all His actions.

He is the Father of mercies, the source of all good that is enjoyed. Every mercy that

we experience is from Him. Not only so, but He is the merciful Father Who is full of

compaision. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. "

He doeth not afflict willingly. If trial is our portion, there must be a needs-be for it. The

surgeon does not use the instrument in order to inflict pain, but to promote health. The

husbandman does not prune for the sake of cutting, but that the vine shall produce more fruit.

Whatever it may be that constitutes the trial, it cannot be beyond His power to afford

consolation in it; he is able to succour and relieve, for He is the God of all comfott.

The truth of this the apostle experienced in his own life; for he blessed God Who

comforted him in alt ftjs tribulation. That there should be tribulation should not surprise us.

"The soul that would to Jesus press
May fix it firm and sure,

hat tribulation, more or less,
He must and shall endure."

It is through much tribulation that we must enter the kingdom, and our Infallible Teacher

has taught us, "In the world ye shall have tribulation," but
"Ye who know the Saviour's love,

And His indulgent mercies prove.
In cheerful songs His praise express,
For He'll not leave thee comfortless."

And what is it to be comforted? See, the apostle says, "Who comforteth us in all our

tribulation." He had not then immediate deliverance out of the trial. To comfort is to

cheer, to revive, to give ease. Blessed be God, this is a matter of experience. He will

give grace to bear, if the thorn is not removed. He will speak the word, by which we

JnuU6" strengthened with strength in our soul. Paul was comforted on one occasion by

the coming of Titus. By the Holy Spirit we are led experimentally into the meaning of

the Redeemer's precious declaration - "In Me ye shall have peace."

This consolatibn is blessedly proportioned. How beautiful is the linking of the two

small words "as" and "so". "For," says the apostle, "as the sufferings of Christ abound

in us, so our consolation aboundeth by Christ." Thus is fulfilled the old-time promise,
"As thy days, so shall thy strength be."

This consolation is realized through the Comforter.
"When some sweet promise warms my heart,

And cheers me under every care,
It is the Spirit's gracious Part

To take that word and fix it there."

$i *.,-l;



TTte GoSet Mtifuzine 159

Thus in the hands ola;'lfi-iise Father, trials are made to subseive a useful purpose:
through them at times our spiritual education is furthered. He teacheth to profit, and there
are some lessons we had never known but for the tribulation, and the consolation we have
enjoyed therein.

The apostle discerned a reason for both the trial and the comfort, which was that he
might be of greater service, "that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. "

Have you, dear reader, known the way of tribulation, and experienced therein the
comforts of the Holy Ghost? Can you add your benediction as you recall the tenderness
and mercy of your Father? Then remember that there are hearts that ache and tears that
fall in secret, and seek to minister to souls distressed, and it may be that someone will,
with thankfulness, say that God comforted him by your means. The Lord bless you in
so ministering.

The Greatness of God
"Thus saith the high and lofry One that inhabiteth etemity, whose name is holy; I
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit".
Isaiah 57:15

This verse is packed full of profound teaching and comforting truth. It speaks of:,n

1. The Majesty of God "the high and lofty One".
Does the contemplation of God ever take our breath away? Isaiah had this experience']

when he saw the Lord high and lifted up he was humbled to the dust. He realised then,
as never before, his own sinfulness and the distance which existed between himself and God.

It is essential to have right views of God. Luther once wrote to Erasmus artd said "your

thoughts of God are too human". Is your idea of God too small? The most dishonouring
conceptions of God are widely held today. God had this to say of Israel of old "thou

thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself" (Psalm 50: 2l) God is altogether
different from man. He is sovereign, "He sits on no precarious throne, nor borrows leave
to be".

It is good to remind ourselves of the grandeur of God. He is indeed God over all blessed
for ever. We need to shun familiarities and sentimentalism and to bow before Him in wonder
and reverence.

God furthermore is outside of time, He inhabits eternity. As Isaac Watts puts it ' 'before

the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, from everlasting thou art God to
endless years the same".

When we think of ourselves in relation to God how insignificant we feel. David said
"when I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers . . . what is ma4 that thou art
mindful of him? (Psalm 8:3)

2. The Holiness of God "whose name is holy"
Isaiah in his vision heard the seraphim cry "holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts".
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He was seized with an overwhelming conviction of sin and realised his inability to join

in the seraphic song. He never forgot the lesson that God is holy. The phrase "the Holy

One" became Isaiah's characteristic name for God - it occurs some 29 times in his book.
The Apostle John tells us that in eternity God's excellence is extolled - they rest not

day and night saying holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, which was and is and is to
come" (Rev. 4:8)

God is ''glorious in holiness" (Exod. 15: I I ). We are exhorted "'to sing unto the Lord

and to give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness" Psalm 30:4.
Because God is holy we are called upon to be holy in all manner of conversation (see

I Peter 1: 15, 16) Robert Murray McCheyne once said "it is not great talents God blesses
so much as likeness to Jesus".

3. The Transcendence of God "I dwell in the high and holy place".
An immeasurable distance separates us from God. When God revealed Himself to Moses

at the burning bush, the future leader of Israel was told "take off thy shoes from off thy
feet for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground". The closer we come to God

the more we realise the distance which separates. Canon Twells was surely right when

he penned the lines: "and they who fain would serve thee best, are conscious most of
wrong within".

Paul in one of his earliest epistles describes himself as "the least of the apostles"; in
one written later on he speaks of himself as "less than the least of all saints". In one
of his last letters he says "I am the chief of sinners". Growth in holiness is always
accompanied by an increasing sense of our own sinfulness.

4. The Condescension of God ''I dwell with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit".
This is surely an amazing statement. God condescends and delights to dwell with His

people. God is not aloof from the world. He so loved the world that He sent His only
Son to provide eternal redemption. Christ left the delights of heaven for the humiliation
of the cross. He deigns to come into the lives of men and women. Paul spoke of the great

mystery of the Gospel as being "Christ in you the hope of glory".
We should note the condition which God imposes "with him that is of a contrite and

humble spirit". He dwells with the soul which is conscious of its own unworthiness. "The

Lord is nigh unto them that are ofa broken heart and saveth such as be on a contrite spirit".
As we contemplate the greatness and the glory of God we are moved to say with the

Apostle Paul "now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, theonly wise God be honour
and glo.y for ever and ever" I Timothy l:17.

M.H.

1t

"The Lord is King! Who then shall dare
Resist His will, distrust His care,
Or murmur at His wise decrees,
Or doubt His royal promises"

]

Josiah Conder.



The Gospel Magazine'

r:Se{ :rFgt-�tft *€F

Balaam's Wish
"Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his."

- Numbers 23:10

Our text introduces us to an individual who had possessed many advantages; one on
whom the gift of prophecy had been conferred, and who had conversed with God.
Notwithstanding all these advantages we are told that he perished in his iniquity, yet he
could say, "let me die the death of the righteous, and let my end be like his." There
is something in his prayer that is awful in the extreme and worthy of solemn study.

l. Observe that all men are naturally and necessarily averse from suffering. This is a
law of sentient nature, whether guilty or innocent. Even the humanity of our Saviour shrank
from suffering. There is this awful defect in the prayer of a wicked man, he addresses
God and prays that he may be delivered from penal evil, while with all the powers of
his soul he clings to spiritual evil. He wishes to be free from suffering, not from sin.
Whatever resolution there may be of reformation, still in the midst of his prayer he is
bent on rebellion against God. There remains the root of bitterness; a wilful love of sin,
a wilful hatred of God.

2. Contrast the prayer of the righteous with that of the wicked. When Balaam uttered
these words he was well acquainted with the camp of Israel, - he knew well the moral
and spiritual character of the people - he knew that true religion was in a flourishing
state among them, "He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen p€rverseness
in Israel, the Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them" (Numbers
23:21). He had not his eye fixed on a funeral procession at this time, but he saw the camp
of Israel and knew that God was among them. Had there been a single grain of honesty
in his prayer he would have said, Let me live the life of the righteous, and let my last
end be like his. We find his real prayer to be, Let me live in sin, and then take me to
heaven. But the righteous are desirous of living the life of the righteous, and this it is
that constitutes the essential difference between them and the wicked. The prayer of the
righteous fully echoes the intercession ofthe Son ofGod. "I pray not," said the Saviour,
"that thou shouldest take them out ofthe world, but that thou shouldest keep them from
evil" - spiritual evil particularly. When he teaches his disciples to pray, he says, "Lead

us not into temptation but deliver us from evil," - from the evil one, from satan, and
all his works, and ways. The provisions ofthe covenant ofgrace arg to deliver from evil.

The renewed soul prays for a conformity to the image of the blessed God, nor is its
prayer partial and imperfect. The true christian is well acquainted with his own insufficiency,
and knows what the apostle means when he says, "our sufficiency is of God;" his resources
are not in himself; no, all in his God. "In the Lord have I righteousness and strength."
It is not his prayer to be exempted from affliction, but to glorify God in every visitation
of his chastisement. Having made a wise calculation he does.not expect to be freed from
evil in this world, but he looks for the whole armour of God, to enable him to come off vic-
torious over every enemy. Oh, what a difference between the prayer of the righteous and
the ungodly - the one comprises every thing that is excellent, the other excludes all that
is so. The one would possess the end without any attention to the means - the other would
connect them both; his desire is to live the life of the righteous, not merely to have his end.

3. Consider the different end of the righteous and the wicked. And here I am dwelling

l6 l
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on a reality with which we must be familiar in a very short'time. The difference hsre
is striking in the extreme. A man when he travels carries his own disposition and character
with him, and so it is in leaving this world and entering upon another. We must take our
own individual character, and our own individual deserts to the presence of the great God,
and how awful will that presence be. It is only in a state of grace that the believer learns
his natural character, he was not disposed to learn it before, and when presented to him
he would close his eyes; but when the Spirit of God reached his inmost bosom he was
obliged to peruse himself.

4. We have contrasted the prayers of the righteous and the wicked; now let us view
them stepping over the threshold of eternity, the one presenting himself to the perfections
of God all on his side for ever in Christ Jesus: the other presenting himself to the same
perfections in array against him for eternity.

Does it seem strange to any that the same God should prepare a heaven and a hell?
We see that the same sun which burns the desert, and destroys the traveller, fertilizes
the valley, and ripens the fruits of the earth. Reduce the heat of his rays so as to moderate
his parching beams on the desert, and you would also rob the vale of its fertility and the
tree of its fruit. The same sun that scorches the desert ripens that fruit, which is to keep
our bodies alive. And were it possible for the torments of hell to be made more tolerable
than they are, the glories of heaven must be abridged to do it. The perfections of God
which kindle and keep alive for ever the flames of his justice in hell, are absolutely necessary
to kindle the pure hre of bliss in heaven. It is one and the same glory. The difference
is in the character and disposition of the inhabitants of the different places.

"The mind is its own place, and of itself
'r Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven."

Now is the time to have the mind and heart prepared for its eternal state. Now, while
it is called today, harden not your hearts, but with earnest prayer seek mercy and grace.
To be saved from sin is a cry far more welcome to God than to be saved merely from
suffering, and he that seeks to live the life of the righteous, will assuredly die the death
of the righteous, and his latter end be peace.

Rev. W. Howells (from Sunday at Home, 1867)

We have in the
Matthew Henry on the Psalms

Psalms one of the choicest and most excellent parts of all the Old
Testament; nay, so much is there in it of Christ and his gospel, as well as of God and
his law, that it has been called the abstract, or summary of both Testaments. The history
of Israel leads us to camps and council-boards, and there entertains and instructs us in
the knowledge of God. The book of Job brings us into the schools, and treats us with
profitable disputations concerning God and his providence. But this book brings us into
the sanctuary, draws us off from converse with men, with the politician, philosophers,
or disputers of this world, and directs us into communion with God, by solacing and
reposing our souls in him, lifting up and letting out our hearts towards him. Thus may
we be in the mount with God; and we understand not our interests if we say not, "It is
good to be here".
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Let Him Hear
What the Spirit Saith to the Churches

Revelation Chapter 2 and 3
'  '  PETER KING (Stanford,  Biggleswade,  Beds)

The Letter to Ephesus The active church but beginning to decline.
The city of Ephesus was very prosperous and wealthy at the time John recorded this

letter. It was also the seat of Diana the goddess. When Paul visited Ephesus there was
a great cry to 'Diana of the Ephesians' (Acts 19:34). The time was some 40 years after
the church was founded, and it had become plagued with false teachers. We shall see as
we study these letters that our Lord addresses each church with a title fitting their condition.
Here he says in the first verse, 'He that holdeth the seven stars in His right hand, who
walketh in the midst of the seven goWen candlesticks '. In other words He is assuring these
believers that their resistance is correct and that He is amongst them. They are commended
for their labour, patience and intolerance ofevil. They had, however, left their first love
and imbibed a formal attitude. Their zeal had waned as as new generation had taken over
since Paul warned them in Acts20:29 about grievous wolves that would enter in amongst
them.

A long time before, Israel had sinned by mixing with the daughters of Moab. (Numbers
25:l-2). The Nicolaitanes are thought to be the followers of Jezebel and took part in heathen
banquets. This would have been popular in such a wicked city as Ephesus. The church
resisted and is commended for it in verse 6. However repentance was required because
of their failures. The consequences of not doing so were that the very presence of God
would be taken away. The final promise to the church is to the overcomer, that he will
eat of the tree of life.

To shed a little more light on the latter reference can usefully be made to our
Lord's parable in the sower (Matt l3). There are seven parables in that chapter and they
help to interpret these seven letters. Ephesus was an active church sowing the seed of
the Word. False teachers had appeared but like the seed on stony ground their true character
soon became evident. King Solomon was chosen by God, but evil influences came upon
him and he became entangled with the gods of other nations. His kingdom fell and was
destroyed.

It behoves us all as individuals, but especially as churches, to examine our position.
Where do we stand in these matters? Do we resist false teaching and labour to spread
the true Word of God with patience? Is our desire to our'first love or the world? The
consequences of involving ourselves in unscriptual matters and worldly activities is laid
out here. God will leave such a church. Many churches have becolie fund raising
organisations, or drifted into being clubs for the powerful to manipulate. Doers of good
works without the God-honouring lifestyle to confirm the commitment. Doctrine is replaced
by moral teaching and giving to charity. The results are sad to see with unhealthy living

r63



l@ The Gospel Magazine

amongst the members. The sermon replaced with a discussiurgroup and reverent praise
with the whirling dervish of the charismatic.

REPENT, ELSE I REMOVE THE CANDLESTICK FROM AMONG YOU.

The Letter to Smyrna The poor but rich church, strong in tribulation.
The scene now changes to the beautiful city of Smyrna, noted for its fresh climate and

loyalty to Rome. It was here that the loving Polycarp was to be Bishop and suffer so cruelly
at the stake. Again our Lord uses a suitable title to introduce Himself in these circumstances.
'These things saith the first and the last, which was dead and is alive. 'The conqueror
of death is speaking to you and is in the midst of you.

The Christians at Smyrna were poor in this world's goods because they refused to conform
to the practices demanded of them by their fellow citizens. They were not prepared to
deny their faith. 'But thou art rich' says the LORD. Rich in spiritual blessings. The so
called religious leaders of the city would betray them to the authorities. These Jews earned
the name of the synagogue of Satan for this treachery. In the coming days the church
would suffer imprisonment and even death, as Polycarp did, but they are exhorted to 'be

faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life'.
This situation is to be seen in the church all down the ages. In our time we have seen

the terrible persecution in Eastern Europe and other parts of the world. It will always
be so and we should be grateful that at this time many of us are blessed with freedom
of worship. There are, nevertheless, some even in our land today who suffer for the Truth's
sake and they need our prayers. Often they are not known, being persecuted by other
christians for not conforming. The promise is that the persectuion will be comparatively
short. 'Ye shall have tribulation ten days'. (verse l0). The Hugenots were persecuted for
over 100 years in France.

Great commendation comes from the LORD to this church and the letter is short and
precise. It behoves us to look hard and long at our own church in this light. The parallel
parable is the wheat and tares. (Matt 13). The farmer sowed good seed and the result
was good wheat, but the enemy sowed the darnel wheat. Our Lord makes a dramatic
statement. 'Let both grow together till the harvest'. The wheat will not be hurt by the
second death. King Rehoboam (1 Kings 12) forsook the old men's counsel and paid the
price. So, also, if we ignore the advice here to be faithful and close to Christ we will
pay the price.

We learn from this letter that a church, though persecuted even by those who claim
to be Christians, can overcome and be rich toward God, and he that overcometh will not
be hurt by the second death, that is the final judgment.

FEAR NONE OF THESE THINGS.

The Letter to Pergamos The heretical church lax in discipline.
Pergamos was the capital city of its area and it was here that Caesar was lord. A very

loyal city to the Roman occupation with the serpent as its symbol, i.e. the symbol of Satan.
It was indeed the seat of Satan.

Christ casts Himself at the opening verse as "He which hath the sharp sword with two
edges". As in the other letters this is typical of the need of the church; for here a lack
of discipline had been allowed to come in. The purging of the church is faced right at
the outset of the letter and is expanded upon through the verses.

The city was very much involved with heathen worship, hence 'the seat of Satan' in
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Grc 13. But the belieleCsswere noted for their holding to the faith. Antipas (verse 13)
is said to have been martyred already, having been faithful.

The pressures on the saints at Pergamos must have been overwhelming. All round them
were the festivals and if they did not join in they were pilloried and some lost their lives.
It seems that as long as they regarded the idol worship as nothing, some felt they could
attend the feasts. This is where the danger came in, as the teaching of the church had
failed to recognise the creeping error and not warned the saints. Verse 14 refers back
to the Old Testament. Numbers 25 clearly taught the danger of mixing with heathen worship.
"And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel." The only answer was for Pergamos to repent. Verse 16 says ". . . or I will fight
against you with the sword of my mouth." This is, of course, a reference to the sword
of the Spirit, even the Word of God.

As in the other letters there is the promise to the overcomer that he will eat of the hidden
manna i.e. Christ's food not idols. The spiritual food which comes from union with our
t ord. The white stone of the proof of purity will also be given and an individual name
to confirm a personal relationship. What a beautiful illustration of our part in the eternal
fold of Christ. The prophet Isaiah saw this in Chapter 62:2. "And thou shalt be called
by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name." This new relationship with
Christ is for those, who through Him, will overcome at last.

Hence the lesson for the church today is separation and purity by biblical discipline.
The parable of the mustard seed in Matthew 13 helps to throw more light on this subject.
The seemingly tiny act of going to the idol feast brought disarray on the church, just as
the tiny mustard seed grows into a huge tree in which the birds of the air can nest. So
a small error in a church can, if not checked, bring the church down.

REPENT OR I WILL FIGHT AGAINST YOU.

The Letter to Thyatira The church with the mystical tendency.
As we come to the fourth letter in this series it is worthy of note that they are not written

in an haphazard way. There is a progression. Ephesus started the decline being plagued
with false teachers. Smyrna withstood the decline but Pergamos continued in the
undisciplined path. Now we come to Thyatira where the next stage of decline is described.
The tendency to move into new ideas and gimics so as to "modernise" the church.

Thyatira was the home of the trade guilds. We remember that Lydia came from here
and was a seller of purple. Each guild had its god and not to be a member of a guild rendered
one a social outcast. Naturally it follows that idol worship was rampant. It was very difficult
to be a Christian. The greatest evil came from Jezebel. It is not known whether she was
a real person or just part of the symbolism of Revelation to illustrate the evil which controlled
the city. The latter is favoured by the writer. However, this Jezebel, taught that the way
to overcome evil was to be part of it. Knowing the evil, it was claimed, gave the recipient
the opportunity to destroy it. Hence to overcome Satan one had to know Satan.

Christ came to His church as one "who has eyes like unto a flame of fire and his feet
like fine brass". He came ready to trample over the evil of S'atan. The church is commended
in verse 19 for its work and patience. However the teaching of Jezebel had been allowed
to continue even although warnings had been given. "I gave her time"to repent". The
judgment on the evil is spelled out in verses 22, 23 and they will apply to the church if
it does not cast out the system.

The unpolluted saints are exhorted to "hold fast till I come." Then follows the promise
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to the overcomer.'ffilie *ill have power over the nations. (2) He shall rule them with
a rod of iron. (3) I will give him the morning star.

We all live in a world where Satan is always against us. The power promised to the
overcomer is the power to preach and witness. Courage above normal and authority to
speak as at the day of Pentecost. If this power were not given no preacher could stand
before unbelievers, and no missionary could travel to far off lands and proclaim the Gospel
of Christ. The downfall of Jezebel was inevitable and it is then the overcomer will rule
with the rod of iron and break in pieces the schemes of man. The potters of Thyatira would
have understood the picture painted in verse 27 . Lastly the gift of the morning star. The
symbol of royalty linked with the sceptre. The mind immediately goes to the royal priesthood
of the church and the sceptre of righteousness.

Amongst the onslaught against the evil of Thyatira it is worthy of note that mercy came
to Jezebel. "I gave her time to repent." How gracious is our God. The church had been
rocked by this evil but some had stayed faithful. The parable of the leaven in Matthew
13 illustrates further the effect the little leaven had on the whole.

HOLD FAST TILL I COME.

The Letter to Sardis The church about to die.
The situation in the churches, as portrayed in these letters, has now reached a new low.

Ephesus was the beginning of the decline, Smyrna showed great strength in tribulation,
Pergamos gave in to pressure, Thyatira embraced the mystic tendency and now Sardis
is about to die.

Sardis was a proud city, very securely situated. As the capital of the region, it had become
arrogant and was eventually destroyed by its own pride. The church, as John writes, was
in a low state. It had a name to live but was dead. (Verse l). It needed an all sufficient
Lord to come and this is how Christ portrays Himself at the outset of the letter. "He that
hath the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars' ' . Earlier in these articles we discovered
the expanded meaning of this title, as explained by Isaiah in chapter 1l verse 2.

Almost the whole church had failed to give a light to the community and so defiled
their garments. They seemed to have a peace, but it was the peace of the graveyard. The
advice given was to strengthen those things which did remain, even although God had
not found their works perfect. There were a few names in Sardis who had the promise
that they would walk with Christ in white. Their righteousness had been maintained and
so they were proclaimed worthy. For the majority things were so different. "Repent",

says Christ, "I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I shall
come upon thee".

Even so the church was only ready to die. It was not yet dead, as there were still those
few names. In the desperate state they were in, mercy was still there from God.

The promise to the overcomer is that he will be publicly acknowledged of God. "I will
confess his name before my Father" (verse 5). What an honour for the child of God.

So we see that a church about to die has the promise that Christ is able to reverse the
situation. All is not lost because the faithful are always acknowledged by Him.

The parallel parable in Matthew 13 is about the hidden treasure. The only solution to
this situation is to sell everything and buy the Truth. So far gone is this church that desperate
action is needed.

STRENGTHEN TIIE THINGS WHICH REMAIN.
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The Letter to Philaddphia The promise of an open door.
After the death throes of Sardis, there seems to be in this church the promise of better

days. We have seen the general decline from Ephesus to Sardis and now, at Philadelphia,
the promise of an open door.

The city was situated on an important route and so became successful as a missionary
city. It is described in verse 8 as having little strength but remaining faithful. There is
a fourfold commendation to the church and nothing is said against it. .. :

At verse 8 the promise of the open door is given, and the wonder is that no man can
shut it. Christ comes as "He that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David,
he that openeth and no one shutteth. " How often we fear man and hesitate to do something
because of this fear. The word says that the fear of man brings a snare and so we prove
when caught in this devilish trap.

The four commendations are:
l. Verse 8 says about the church's little strength, that is smallness in this world. Because

of this the next verse tells us that they will prevail over the scoffers and gain the victory.
Even the wicked are used of God to His glory for He says he has reserved them to the
day of judgment (Job 2l:30).

2. The same verse (verse 8) also tell us that they have kept God's word. The reward
for this is given in verse 10. "I will keep you in the hour of temptation", through the
time of trial.

3. The exhortation in verse 1l is to hold fast to what they have that no one take it from
them. The sequel to this is in the next verse, they shall be made pillars in the temple of God.

4. Lastly they are commended for not denying His name in verse 8 and the reward for
this is that His name shall be written upon them and "the name of the city of my God".

What a jewel this church is in the downward spiral we have seen. Is there still hope
that out of such despair joy and gladness will revive? No doubt these were the feelings
ofthe disciples after the crucifying ofour Lord. The bottom must now have been reached.
Not so. This was the time for the Glory of the Lord to be revealed.

Looking at the parables which shadow these letters in Matthew 13, we reach the account
of the pearl of great price. The merchant man sold all that he had to buy it and so the
church, even at its lowest ebb, can and must purchase without money and without price.

I WILL WRITE UPON HIM A NEW NAME.

The Letter to Laodicea The church nauseating to the Lord.
Sadly this, the last of the seven letters, is in terminal decay. Some have described the

church at Laodicea as the church that made God sick. ''I will spue thee out of my mouth. "

(verse 16). What a dreadful state to be in. We see here the culmination of the progressive
decline from Ephesus, even although there seemed to be a recovery at Philadelphia.

Laodicea was situated near hotsprings and was famous for its wealth and noted for its
proud spirit. They had arrived. No one was like the Laodiceans. They were impossible.
Sadly we recognise their contempories who think their church is the centre of Christianity.
It is again significant that Christ's name is for the situation. "Ihe Amen, the faithful witness,
the beginning of the creation of God". This church was doomed. So be it. Now it needed
the true and faithful witness to re-build it. j

Laodicea was neither one thing nor the other. Notice the imagery of hot and cold,
considering its position near to the hotsprings. Again the church is called to repent. Instead
of heeding the plea it continues "I am rich and increased in goods . . .". At this point
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the tender love ofChrist shines in stark reliefagainst the dark background ofthis arfogant
people. "I counsel thee," He says in verse 18, "to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayst be rich". You have gold but it is worthless. Cover yourself with white raiment
instead of the upmarket garments you possess. Bathe your eyes in eyesalve rather than
paint them with the gild of the world. Despite the appalling condition of the church the
invitation is still given. Note that this is given to the church not to individual unbelievers.
"Behold. I stand at the door and knock . . ."

The overcomer is not forgotten. He will sit with Christ on His throne and overcome
as Christ overcame. That must be the definition of 'more than conqueror'. How merciful
the Lord is. There is such an excess ofpleading to this church. Even at the eleventh hour
our Lord is there if we repent.

The last parable in Matthew 13 is the account of the net cast. At the end of the age
the great division will take place with the bad fish separated from the good. Here at l,aodicea
no doubt there were many who considered themselves good Christians who will in the
last day be found wanting.

Having now concluded the seven letter studies we do well to consider their messages.
It is only as we humble ourselves before Him and each other that there will be hope of
prosperity for the churches. Our wealth and high standards are indeed a snare to us. The
enemy of souls is waiting every day to destroy our peace and unity for he goes about
as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. We do not have to be poor to be gracious
but we must be poor in spirit.

COME LORD JESUS AND REVIVE THY CHT.JRCH IN THESE LATTER DAYS
CAUSE THY PEOPLE TO DO JUSTICE, LOVE MERCY

AND WALK HUMBLY BEFORE THEIR GOD.
EVEN SO COME. AMEN.

DIVINE PROMISES AND WHAT TO DO WITH THEM
"Let us know the promises: should we not carry them at our finger-ends? The promises
should be the classics of believers. We ought to be so versed in Scripture as always to
have at the tip of our tongue the promise which most exactly meets our case. We ought
to be transcripts of Scripture: the Divine promise should be as much written on our hearts
as upon the pages of the book. It is a sad pity that any child of God should be unaware
of the existence of the royal promise which would enrich him. It is pitiful for anyone of
us to be like the poor man who had a fortune left him, of which he knew nothing, and
therefore he went on sweeping a crossing, and begging for pence. What is the use of having
an anchor at home, when your ship is in a storm at sea? What avails a promise which
you cannot remember so as to plead it in prayer? Whatever else you do not know, do
endeavour to be familiar with those words of the Lord which are more needful to our
souls than bread to our bodies." - C. H. Spurgeon.
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"Pray one for another . . ." James 5:16
"Consider one another . . ." Hebrews 10:24
"Bear one another's burdens . . ." Gal. 6:2
"Inve one another . . ." t John 4:7

The atnve verses, and there are many similar, spell out very clearly the truth that believers
are to be sympathetically aware of each other's needs and to endeavour in various ways
to meet those needs. Alas, it is too often true that we may 'pass by on the other side'
and do little or nothing to help our fellow believers in their hour of need. Probably, in
many churches, it is the case that while some members immediately receive help, some
are left to languish comparatively alone or, worse still, are looked upon unsympathetically
and even blamed for circumstances which are beyond their control.

Each one of us has trials to endure that are peculiar to our individual lives. It is very
diff icult for those who have never experienced certain trials to enter into the feeling ot
others who are passing through such times. For instance, those who enjoy good health
little realise how wearing to the body and depressing to the spirits frequent pain, illness
and weakness can be. Some may even be impatient at the frequent ailments of others and
perhaps harbour a suspicion that they are prone to complain. Similarly, those who have
never known times of spiritual depression find it hard to understand a fellow believer who
often seems to walk under a cloud. Such long for the warming sense of God's smile and
presence and are only hurt the more by those who have never been in such anguish and
who glibly imagine that there is an easy way out of such experiences. The well-known
hymn, 'Trust and obey' is an example of a too superficial view of spiritual remedies:

"Not a doubt nor a fear, not a sigh nor a tear
Can abide while we trust and obdy."

Some of God's choicest servants, who have trusted and obeyed Him more than most,
have yet experienced doubts, fears, sighs and tears. Those who are in the closest fellowship
with God are usually the most spiritually sensitive.

Then, again, how can those who from childhood have lived amont the Lord's people,
really understand the difficulties and anguish of those who live with the unconverted and
who are in no way encouraged to attend the house of God. How often those who long
for the fellowship of the saints are hurt by the thoughtless remarks of those who can go
where they please whenever they please without any seeking 1o dissuade them: again, some
have no family responsibilities and find it hard to understand the commitment that others
have and the demands made upon them which sometimes keep them from the house of God.

The old do not always understand the young and the young do not always understand
the old. Let me go further: those who are married cannot enter fully into the needs, the
loneliness and the longings of many single people. And those who are single little know
the heartache that can come into a home when children are unconverted and perhaps
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wayward. Those from different countries and races may so easily misunderstood each

other. We all have different temperaments, different backgrounds, different circumstances,

different trials, different experiences and what I am pleading for is that each of us makes

a real effort to enter into a more sympathetic understanding of the needs and feelings of

fellow believers and seeks to fulhl the scriptural directives at the head of this article.

Now let me make it clear that I am not saying that we should foolishly gloss over real

faults and failings. I am well aware that there are some who are prone to complain too

much, who pity themselves, who never seem to count their blessings, who fail to exercise

faith, who put themselves or their family or other commitments before loyalty to the Lord

and to His church. There are certainly occasions when a word of exhortation, or even

rebuke, is more needed than sympathy. Even so, scripture tells us that truth is to be spoken,

not harshly, but in love; that our speech should be always with grace and further, 'If a

man be overtaken in fault, ye which are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness,

considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.' Galatians 6:1.
How wonderful it is, when we realise our own failings, faults and weaknesses; when

we hurt, or are perhaps hurt by others, to remember our blessed Saviour. Scripture says
'consider one another' and 'consider thyself'but it also says, 'consider Him'. Do we not

read of Him, "Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren,

that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God . . . for

in that He Himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are

tempted. " Hebrews 2:17f . And, "For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched

with the feeling of our infrrmities, but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without

sin." Hebrews 4:15f. As the Scottish paraphrase so beautifully expresses it:

"Our fellow-sufferer yet retains
A fellow-feeling of our Pains,
And still remembers in the skies
His tears, His agonies and cries.

"In every pang that rends the heart
The Man of Sorrows has a part;

r$5J 
He sympathises with our grief'

' 
And to the sufferer sends relief. "

Isaac Watts wrote. also:
"Touched with a sympathy within, " trul

He knows our feeble frame;
He knows what sore temptations mean,
For He hath felt the same."

We may be well assured of the love, the understanding, the sympathy and help of our
great High Priest. However thoughtlessly we may sometimes treat others, or be treated

bv others. He never fails. He knows and He understandS. Blessed be His Name.

' : lw
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The Mighty Worker

and His Gracious Work
A Sermon

b v  E R N E S T  R O E  ( 1 8 8 3 - 1 9 6 7 )

"Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath done for my soul' ''

Psalm 66, 16.

The first thing we have to attend to this evening is the Author of the work that is done
in the soul. "Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath done
for my soul." The more it pleases God to dwell in you, the more you will discover the
amazing power of the deceitfulness, the enmity, and the carnality of your own heart against
God; and when this is connected, as it often is, with exceedingly heavy providential trials;
when your expectations upon which you have built perhaps for years are cut off, and your

cherished schemes and plans pertaining to this life for you and yours are blasted; and when
probably affliction is added, either to you personally or to those who are near to you,
and permits the vile and infernal devil, the implacable enemy of God and man, to assault
your soul to its utmost depths, you will say with me that there are times when it is difficult
purely, composedly, graciously, feelingly, and lovingly to believe in God. But let me hasten
to say that this experience of yours becomes a blessing, the devil is defeated and out of
it and because of it you eventually become more stabilised in the incalculably precious
doctrine of the existence and reality of Almighty God, because, sooner or later, it pleases
God, in the exercise of His lovingkindness to you, to remove the affliction, to subdue
the devil, to allay carnality and enmity, to "turn your captivity as the streams of the south,"
to bring brighter days to pass in your experience, to visit you with His own love. Just
according as has been the measure of the depth of your infidelity, so becomes the height
of your real, hearty faith in the existence of God, and you believe it out of a chastened,
solemn, soberising experience of the truth, mark you, so as to say, "Now I know" *

and that is better than all your imagination - "Now I know that Thou favourest me, because
my enemy triumpheth not over me."

After we have been brought by the power of God on our heart to believe really in the
existence of God, we are made to tremble - to tremble at the puity of that God with
whom we have to do. "Thou thoughtest" - it is a solemn charge, and God lays it -
"that I was altogether such an one as thyself. " The imagination of the heart of an unrenewed
man has a wrong conception ofGod, and he cannot have a right one until he is regenerated.
Every man and woman, until a real work of sovereign grace has passed on their hearts,
will not, cannot, and do not, believe in the spotless holiness of God, and hence you will
hear murmurs and little pieces of conversation such as, "Well, after all, God is not so
strict as that. God is merciful and very pitful." When you hear any perpon talking like
that, it is an evidence that his soul has not stood in the secret place of thunder, and that
he has not been brought into the pavilion of God where lsaiah was brought, and where
I hope some of you have been brought. Isaiah was brought to have a view of God, of
His train or routine filling the temple and of the seraphim crying one to another, "Holy,

L7t
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holy, holy is the Inrd of Hosts," and the majesty and the glory of the holiness of God
penetrated Isaiah's heart and brought up that great confession, "Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:
for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of Hosts. " Friend, has God taken you alone,
singly, brought you to realise your own individuality, that you are a unity, that you cannot
be saved by proxy, that you must be dealt with by Him personally? Has He made you
as a single sinner stand in the light of His blazing holiness, that consumed you and withered
you, and blasted you as to your own righteousness and creature goodness? Has He ever
done it for you? What do you know, what can you know, of the Lord Jesus Christ as
a Saviour, unless some measure of this powerful, wonderful, realistic work has passed
upon your heart? It is the first lesson (not the last) to stand before this holy God, feeling
in your heart a lost man! You don't meet with many people like that. There is a
superficiality, a lightness, a frivolity, a veneer of religion, and the deep heart-and-soul
work of the Eternal Spirit illuminating the soul with respect to sin and a holy God, are
largely conspicuous by their absence. Oh that God would come back to us!

When God has shown us a little of His holiness, what then? The way is prepared for
God to show us His deqr Son. And what does He show us with respect to His dear Son?
Two or three things - briefly, a word upon each.

GOD'S PI.]RPOSE IN THE INCARNATION
First of all, He will show you that His dear Son became incarnate on purpose to deal

with one thing, sin! "For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, that He might
destroy the works of the devil" - the works of the devil in your own heart. You must
have the personal element kept before you, and the Holy Ghost will keep it before you
if He is your Teacher. The works of the devil are manifold and can neither be enumerated
nor fully understood. The devil is such a past-master at deceit, and can work such a labyrinth
of devilry in you and me that only the Son of God incarnate can plll to pieces. Well,
''For this purpose was the Son of God manifested, " to destroy, to undo, to bring to naught
the works of the devil in our hearts. But how did He do it? I have often hesitated in speaking
of the death of the Son of God, not because I do not believe it, but because I feel it is
a sacred theme to talk about. I am afraid lest I should darken counsel by words without
knowledge, and I would not do that. But just simply, what did the Son of God do in His
death? He was treated by God, acting in the capacity of a Judge. God the Father was the
Judge, the Son of God the Surety. The Surety, for whom? His people, whom He had been
pleased to take into union with His own Person and constitute them His Bride, His peculiar,
loved and chosen Bride. And He said, "I will put away their sins; I will pay their debts,"
and He voluntarily undertook in the covenant of grace to discharge their obligations to
that law that held them, and would have held them to all eternity, as debtors, and treated
them as such.

Now, with the Son of God standing responsible for His people's debts under the law,
there was no alternative but that God as a Judge should. proceed to deal with Him in
accordance with His Suretyship engagements. And He did deal with Him thus - really,
truly, properly. God the Father imputed the sins of His people to the Person of His own
dear Son. For the Church of God there cannot be a shadow of sin unatoned for. Should
there exist the slightest vestige of sin that was not put away by the atonement of the Son
of God, then the Church of God must be condemned. There is no alternative. But God
was pleased in the exercise of His loving sovereignty to take the accumulated sins and
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guilt"of the Church ahd impute it to His Son. "He knew no sin," that is, by personal
experience of committing it. Bless His Holy Name! He was "holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners." But the Bible also says, "For He hath made Him to be sin
for us, Who knew no sin," and when God imputed sin to Him as the Surety , He, as the
Surety, became liable to the guilt and to the punishment of the persons for whom He stood
Surety. Only the dear Son of God can tell to the deepest limit what sin is, and yet He
never committed one. He had all the Church's sin on Him really, truly, absolutely. Here
He stood as the antitypical scapegoat. The scapegoat had the priest's hands placed on its
head, and in that act there was the typical transference of the sins of Israel to its head.
Then, with the sins in type upon its head, it was taken into the wilderness by the hand
of a fit man. So the Son of God was really made sin by imputation, and by His own death
took the sins of His people clean away. They are gone, finished with, done with. In this
particular God can do what nobody else can. He can take a sinner and separate his sin
from the sinner, and He did it in the Person of His dear Son. God separated the sins of
His church from the church and put them on His own dear son, and His dear son, making
an atonement for those sins, has fulfilled the prophecy in Daniel: "He shall make an end
of sin, " and when you have made an end of a thing, there ls an end of it. Thus God has
made a blessed final end of sin with respect to His people, and has cast their sins behind
His back into the sea, and they will not be remembered against them for ever. Oh, when
God, by His good and blessed Spirit, gives a poor man who has stood consumed, withered
and lost under His holiness a sense of this, the man leaps for joy; he knows the Gospel's
joyful sound. God has done something for his soul, so much that he is pardoned every
whit. Here it is, where you will stand at peace with God; here it is where you will enter
into the secret place of the Almighty, and love Him and bless Him and praise Him, because
He is holy. That which was before you dread and terror, namely, His holiness, will now
become to you a blessed, glorious thing, and you will "give thanks at the remembrance
of His holiness," because that holiness, through the atonement, is no barrier to the
forgiveness of your sins. Well, the Holy Ghost will show you that; He will give you that
work in your soul sooner or later, if He is your Teacher.

GOD'S DEALINGS WITH HIS PEOPLE
You may not have come to this point so I will go a little way with you and show that

God may bring your soul along by easy stages. He may work"in your heart a firm
persuasion. You cannot account for it, you cannot express how it comes, but you do know
He has given you a persuasion that He will one day give you that which you want the
most - forgiveness. But while that persuasion in your mind is contested by the devil,
he will whisper to you, "Do you think that a hoty God will forgive yotryour sins? It is
impossible! " Thus the devil will preach to you the absurdity of it, and that you have nothing
to contemplate but everlasting damnation, which you have richly deserved, and your soul
wil l say, "Ah! true." Yet a l itt le while after the persuasion revives and you say in your
spirit, "I do believe God will one day speak pardon to my heart." Now that conviction
is the work of the Spirit, quietly, silently, secretly moving in your heart. The Lord help
you to bless Him for it!

Then a Scripture may be wrought in you. Sometimes you will find, either in reading
the Bible or perhaps when you are not reading it, that a part of the word comes into your
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soul absolutely like fire. and it opens of its own accord. and its blessed diamonds of truth
sparkle in your soul. That builds you up in the hope that God is going to visit your soul
with His great salvation. The Word speaks to you and enables you to plead with God with
a confidence you have never before had. It furnishes you with arguments, and you say,
"Lord, do as Thou hast said." Then perhaps after a time Satan, who hates you, and who
won't let you have a crumb of comfort if he can help it, will say, "Man, that was your
memory!" and this seems to knock you over. But after a time, if the scripture came from
God, it will come again. It gets renewed; it burns in your heart, and speaks perhaps with
even more sweetness and joy to you and enables you to press your case with God. Now
when this is passing, God is at work in your soul and doing great things for you'

Then a third stage may be reached. It may be that God puts you into a deep trouble.
He has a "furnace of affliction," "a fire in Jerusalem" for His people, and you must
go into it. You have to go through it, and you are not going through it quickly. "They

went through the flood on foot." You are in a hurry, but God says, "No!" He brings
you into the net, lays affliction upon your loins, and ' 'causes men to ride over your head. ' '

You go "through fire and water," and seem to lose all your hope, all your persuasion
of those Scriptures, and everything seems to tumble to ruins. You say, "Lord, I have
lost what little religion I had. It all seems gone," and this brings you to the place that
you have been singing of this evening. It is one thing to sing it, but quite another to go
through with it in soul experience:

"Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Black, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me. Saviour. or I die."

Now you notice this, ifyou have not experienced it already, fellow believer, I guarantee
you on the authority of God's own Word that in that deep and heavy trouble in which
(as you suppose) you have lost everything, God will come to you and will speak the richest,
the most blessed revelation to your heart, and make you say, "The very'thing I felt sure
would destroy me has enriched me the mos|" and so you come out of it'into a wealthy
place, the wealthy place of the experience of the forgiveness of sins; for when God comes
into the furnace, into the trials, and says, "Thy sins are put away; I freely pardon thee,"
why, we have no trials then, no darkness then, no bondage then. We are joyful; we are
happy. We then enter into that Word in Romans 5, "And not only so, but we also joy

in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. " We joy in God, mark, not in our circumstances,
not in our relatives, not in our churches and chapels, but we joy in God, which is infinitely
better than them all, "through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received
the atonement." Is it not wondrous, is it not good of God to look upon poor men and
women, drenched in sin, soaked in sin, and to say, "I {orgive you?"

Well, just one more thing that God does for the soul. The Holy Ghost will often have
cause to come to you and graciously correct you. After He has set you down in the
knowledge of the forgiveness of your sins, you may walk for a period in your first love.
Ah, everything is beautiful and joyous! In prayer you get access, in hearing the Word
you are at the breasts of consolation, every sermon is made life and power to you. It is
with you as with the Jew who had married a bride; he was not to go to war for a year.

+3...
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And I s6metimes think that that may be a type that when Gbd sets His people at happy
liberty in the revelation of Jesus Christ to their heart, they have a happy time of it, a time
of heavenly honeymoon with their heavenly Bridegroom, and there is no war for a period.
But after a time the soul sensibly feels those joys decline; the Bible becomes a sealed Book,
prayer becomes a burden, the hearing of the Word becomes barren and everything belonging
to God seems to dry up. You get into an apathetic condition. It may very well be that
you begin to go after idols, you are negligent where you ought to be diligent and, in short,
your own conscience, if God touches it, will show you that you have been doing "things

that were not convenient." Well, now, what is going to happen? The blessed Spirit who
began the work will not leave you. He comes and corrects you. Suppose you have spoken
unadvisedly with your lips to somebody, He will say, "Go to that man. Acknowledge
your wrong. Ask his forgiveness. " ''Oh" you say in the pride of your heart, "I will never
do it. " But you will, you will if the Holy Ghost is behind it, and, what is more, you will
have no peace till you do so. You will have to go under the power of the Spirit and say
to that brother, "I am sorry I spoke as I did. Forgive me." And what a blessed thing
it is for God to do that in your soul, to rebuke you thus. Sometimes you may be about
to take a wrong step in providence. "Ah" you say, "but I have prayed over it." We
may pray over things, but the point is this, you can deceive yourself and say, "I know
it is the will of God." Time will tell whether it is or not. I am not saying it is not, but
I am asserting what is true; time will tell. We can so beg of God not to let us have our
own way, and yet we do want it, until He in mighty power breaks us down under His
divine goodness and works real submission in our heart to Ilis will. And if, say, we do
take a wrong step and the Holy Ghost comes to us in circumstances, or, it may be through
friends, or through His Word, our conscience begins to feel very uneasy and we say, "Lord,

have I done right?" He walks safely who walks humbly. He gets along most quickly who
goes along on his knees, and if you and I really fear God, we shall want Him to take
pains with us and stop us from having our own will and to lead us in His own particular
path, for how else shall we ever get to heaven?

Sometimes the blessed Spirit will do this in your soul. He will give you a blessed melting
and, you know, this does not always come as we anticipate. I have known what it is to
go to chapel as hard as iron - not that I would be so - I like a soft heart. In fact, I
believe that every godly minister abhors standing in a pulpit and saying what he does not

feel. But the Lord has dissolved that hard heart. Sometimes one has had a very powerful
dissolving under a hymn. By a striking and remarkable coincidence the very hymn you
sang tonight they sang last night where I was preaching, and to the same tune. There is
gospel truth in that hymn, and last night I had a little melting under it:

"Take Him for strength and righteousness;
Make Him thy refuge in distress;
Love Him above all earthly joy;
And Him in everything employ."

You cannot explain exactly how these scriptures and hymfis do dissolve your heart, but
you have tears of love and blessed joy, and if it were the will of God you would have
much more love than you do. I do love a feeling religion, and I do not believe there is
a real religion without feeling. I love a tearful religion, not sentiment, but a religion that
makes you cry tears of sorrow and joy. Sometimes you will find that the Holy Ghost will
not only melt you but He will edify you and build you up. You will find, perhaps, that
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you have heard a doctrine for years and never understood it. But when the Holy Ghost
was pleased to open that doctrine graciously to you, and put your heart under its sweet
power, you then entered into its meaning and sucked honey and sweetness out of it and
it filled your understanding and grounded you in the truth of the living God.

Sometimes the Holy Ghost will do this for your soul. He will bring you out of the grossest
darkness into the clearest light. The saint of God sometimes travels much by night and
seldom sees the day, and day does not come until the Spirit brings it. He can then see
what the providences of God are meaning for him; he has light on his circumstances, light
in regard to his family, and, above all, light in his soul, and he can see where he stands
for a never-ending eternity.

Now, as I end, what do I, what do you, know of these things for ourselves? Do observe
here that the Psalmist is not speaking about his body, though that may be included, for
the providences of God do entwine with the experience of the soul. But beware of a
"providential" religion. There are many who appear to make a religion for their soul
out of God's kind providences. Now everything is subject to God's providence, and the
people of God do have special, marked providences, but it is necessary to make a distinction
in this matter. God's people can speak of what God has done for their soals as well as
for their bodies. Now, have we anything of this that we can speak about? If so, the injunction
is, ''Come and hear. " You will speak of it humbly. ''By the grace of God" you will say
"I am what I am. " You will speak of it with timidity, not so much toward your fellow-
men but timidity Godward. So great, so wonderful a thing will you feel it to be to have
the great God do anything for your soul that you will speak of it with holy timidity, with
gracious fear. You will declare it in your life, you will seek to live correspondingly with
the work of God in your soul. You will desire to declare it with your latest breath, and
when dying to

"Raise your fainting voice and say,
"Let grace triumphant reign."

Oh how blessed it is to have a testimony to bear for God! May He add His blessing, Amen.

The Unwearied Christ
P.  A .  COOPER (Ouorn .  Le i cs )

All through His life on earth, the Lord Jesus was ever giving - giving of His mercy
and grace to bless, heal, teach and save. The fountain of His love and power never dried
up. Mark's gospel wonderfully illustrates this and shows'right from the start the Son of
Man going about doing good.

In the first chapter we read the record of a Sabbath days ministry by our Lord Jesus,
from when He went to the worship place in the morning, till the set of the sun at evening.
He is teaching, preaching, healing and blessing; pouring out of Himself to the needy. He
ever does and still He is readv to save. bless and heal.
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'-Mark, 

at the beginning of his record, says "this is the gospel of Jesus Christ". It is,
of course, the good news about Him. He is the subject of it, the content of it. He is its
grand theme. His story is the good news and all the world needs to hear His story. The
gospel of salvation. There is no second gospel, no other gospel - and when Jesus is not
preached, there is no gospel. The Apostolic declaration is true - "there is no other Name
under Heaven given among men whereby we must be saved."

The coming of our Lord Jesus into the world was the most matchless miracle of all
time and His story the best ever declared. After His baptism, He is urged by the Spirit
into the desert. There, for 40 days, alone, except for the animals, He is assailed by the
Adversary, the one He had come to defeat and whose power He would destroy.

He chose the way of LOVE and came at His Father's bidding to show men His Father,
and lay down His life for them. He chooses disciples from among the lowly and they follow
Him on a mission most wonderful.

Mark records many miracles and the first of these occur on the Sabbath in Capernaum.
The short hours of that Sabbath is crowded with work and Jesus in the power of the Spirit
goes through the day with unwearied sympathy and compassion. He casts out demons,
heals all manner of sickness, His love and power inexhaustable.

In this wonderful chapter Mark gives us four pictures of Jesus. We see Him TEACHING
WITH AUTHORITY. Jesus, with the two pairs of brothers (who were to follow Him
to the end), goes to the synagogue. This was ever His custom. He went to the place of
worship. He never despised the House of God. We should do as He did. Never be absent
from God's House on the Sabbath. Jesus had long endured the dullness and lifelessness
of the Scribes and Pharisees. They held arguments about things that did not matter. They
never said anything that was with power for they were dead and did not know God. There
was no salvation in anything they said. When Jesus began to teach the weary formality
of the service ended and the people heard a Man who spoke with authority. They had
never heard anything like it. He spoke with power and authority and His words were alive.
Never Man spoke like this Man. He quoted no one, as the pharisees did. He does not
argue but affirm. No doubts, no hesitancy. He was as pure as the Truth He spoke. Out
of His heart came the wisdom of Heaven - rivers of living water. The words I speak
He said are LIFE.

Mark does not record His words, but he does tell the reaction of the congregation. They
were astonished and amazed. It was, for them, an experience not known before. The
Preacher was so unlike their rulers who hid the truth of God under their vain instructions.
Here was Authority and Power. He is the best teacher of all. Hear Him, read His words,
note them. They are life and truth. "Verily, verily I say unto yoir" is still His Word to
us. Let Him teach you through His Word and by His Spirit.

The next picture is JESUS COMMANDING WITH POWER. If His words were true,
and they were, then His deeds also proclaimed it. His Word was with power, and things
happened when He spoke. His words are saving Words for the gospel is "the power of
God unto salvation". (Romans I v.16). It would seem that a man who was demon possessed
was in the synagogue that morning. While Jesus was speiking, the man was drawn to
Jesus, and no sooner than he is aware of this then the demon in the man protests. The
demon cried out in hatred and despair. "We know who you are, what have we to do with
You, are you come to destroy us thou Holy One of God." The demons knew who He
was and knew they were doomed. He had come to destroy them and to break their power
and release the man. Note the hatred of the demons. Their terror and their recognition
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of the Loid'Jbsus n'they knew who He was. They loved darkness'and hated the light.
They knew who He was and hated Him all the more. Calmly but with authority Jesus
says: "Be quiet come out of him." Having taught with authority Jesus commands with
power. Reluctant, but compelled, the demon obeys and with a desperate cry came out
of the man. How the congregation would gasp, this had never happened before! What
is this? they cry. It was never to be forgotten. God's power in the temple synagogue.
Do we see this today in our assemblies? When the word is spoken, is there power with
the words with things happening?

No wonder His fame was spread abroad - He is mightier than all - the Conqueror
of satan and of demons. He teaches with authority and commands with power. If He speaks
the word, there must be life and power and demons are cast out.

Mark records another picture of Jesus. This time He is RESTORING WITH
TENDERNESS. Here is a great wonder. This Holy One, this Mighty One, is tender.
How wonderful is His compassion. They go from the synagogue to the home of Peter.
No doubt they go for a rest, food and quiet following the battle of the morning. The Preacher
is invited home - but, Peter's mother-inlaw is sick of a fever. Something of a disaster
- when the Preacher has come home to lunchl! At once they tell Jesus of her. These
men had so far come to know that they could go to Jesus and He would know what to
do. They had confidence in Him. Here is a habit to cultivate - always "tell Him". It
is ever best to tell Him all things. When you are glad, or sad - all the longing of your
heart - tell Him. As soon as they tell Him he passes into the sick room. He went to her,
took her hand, lifted her up. Here is tenderness and kindness supreme. His Hand lifted
her up. His grasp means sympathy, tenderness and the communication of His strength.
Here is the heart of God revealed. He comes to us, takes hold of us, lifts us up and gives
us His strength and power. Note He banishes the disease and the consequences - there
is immediate convalescence - cured at once. Think of the joy in that home, and it is ever
so where Jesus is welcomed. His power is seen for He is the Guest Supreme.

There is one another picture to be added about the Preacher on that Sabbath Day. Now
we see HEALING AT SUNSET. The sinking sun brought no rest for the Saviour. The
people of Capernaum wait until the sun sets. They are now free to move, and they brought
all their sick to Him.

All the city was gathered at the door. Some came on their own, some were carried.
All were curious and eager - if there was healing it was for them. Alas, it was only physical
healing they wanted - they did not really heed His message. He was to say later 'it would
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judgment'.
'- He knew their shallowness but was not deaf to their misery. He would heal them. Such
was His compassion and love wherever there was need - His heart was touched. The
healing virtue that was in Him never dried up and He healed them all. Oh, how wonderful
it is. Henry Twells' lovely hymn puts it l ike this:

b," At even ere the sun was set
The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay
Oh in what divers pains they met
Oh with what joy they went away.

That day, was a day of toil. He was the Teacher and the worker. He worked in the
synagogue, in the home in the city. . . ."
i Careless of His own ease, He spends Himself for them. What a wonderful Saviour.
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Listen to Him. Ask Him to cast out all that is unworthy in your life. Tell FIim all, both
for you, and for others. Take everything to God in prayer. He will lift you up holding
you so that you do not fall.

Let us say with all our hearts:

Thy touch has still its ancient power
No word from Thee can fruitless fall;
Here in this solemn evening hour
And in Thy mercy heal us all.

Book Reviews

* i r: "tf\
The Church that Would not die. John Dearing. f18.50.

St. Mary's, Castle Street, Reading was founded as a nonconformist place of worship
in 1798 and later licensed as a Proprietary Chapel ofthe Church ofEngland. Throughout
this long period of time it has remained faithful to its original principles.

''The Church that Would not die" is a history of the chapel with a preface by the present
minister Rev. Dr. David Samuel, who is also one of the Trustees of the Gospel Magazine.
The title page has an apt quotation from J. C. Ryle: "It is not orders, or endowments
or liturgies that will keep a church alive. Let free forgiveness through Christ be faithfully
proclaimed in her pulpits and the gates of hell shall not prevail against her. Let it be buried,
or kept back and her candlestick will soon be taken away".

The book itself is a delight to handle and fascinating to read. It is well written and
illustrated and provides a wealth of information. We hope that many will avail themselves
of this attractive book. It can be obtained from: St. Mary's Church, Castle Street,
READING, Berkshire.

M.H.
$*i$pr, ",# r*$F'r 't{:

Great God of Wonders. Peter Jeffery. Evangeltoal Press. pp. 95. f2.95. ::

In fifleen chapters the author outlines Bible teaching on the attributes of God. He covers
God's sovereignty as Creator, and in salvation; His foreknowledge, holiness, providence,
immutabil ity, omnipotence, wisdom, goodness, his wrath and love, grace and patience,
and finally His glory. It is a sound scriptural study that is vital to a proper understanding
of God and the gospel. Such a wide range of subjects can'only be introductory, and so
he refers us to the wider studies by Packer, Tozer, and Pink.

This book could become a good primer to Bible study for young christlans by bringing
them to realise the mystery, the majesty, and the glory of God, and by fostering a desire
to know Him better.

F

w.J.P.
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11.O0am "The Necessity of Hol iness".
The Rev. Geoffrey Thomas

1.30pm "Erroneous Views of Holiness".
The Rev. Derek Swann

;

3.45pm "The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification"
by Walter Marshall - lts value and
significance today.
Dr David Samuel

PLEASE BRING PACKED LUNCH - DRINKS PROVIDED
l i . r r

Further information from: Dr Samuel, 1 Downshire Square,
Readins RG1 6NJ. (0734-5951311
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