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Editorial
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD is undoubtedly one of the great truths of
Scripture. He is absolutely reliable, always faithful both to His Word and to His
people. For God to be unfaithful would be to act contrary to His nature: "He
abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself."

He is faithful however disheartening our circumstances may be; He is one on
whom we may depend, however frail we may be of ourselves. The apostle Peter
urges us to commit the keeping of our souls to Him in well doing, as unto a
faithful Creator.

This moreover is a truth to live by and act upon. It was this thought which has
sustained God's people throughout history. We should pause to note the extent
of God's faithfulness, for David says: "Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the
clouds" (Psalm 36:5). Here surely is an instructive simile. Life inevitably has
its dark and cloudy days. Every life knows days that are shadowed, when the
sun is withdrawn and dark and threatening clouds hang over our heads. How
unlooked for, often, are these clouds in life. Yet in the dark and cloudy day,
God's faithfulness is not withdrawn, He still keeps covenant and mercy with His
people. Job in the midst of dire trouble rose to great heights of faith when he
exclaimed, "though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him". William Cowper's lines
have been an encouraseil#J,TH 

[illlilll;e take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and will break
In blessings on your head."

Let us go forward upheld by this assurance - "Thy faithfulness reacheth
unto the clouds."
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The Rent Veil
A Sermon by the Editor

"Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the temple
wos rent in twainfrom the top to the bottom" (Mark 15:37-38)

IT wAs FITTING that there should be miraculous signs to accompany the
death of our Lord on the cross. You remember that signs and wonders were done
in the sight of Israel when the Law was given at Sinai, and at the crucifixion
there were abundant signs given to an unbelieving world. The sun was darkened,
the earth trembled, the rocks were rent, the graves were opened and the veil of
the temple was torn in two from the top to the bottom.

Darkness at noontide must have struck home to thoughtless Gentiles such as
Pilate and the Roman soldiers. That darkness for the space of three hours was
not due to an eclipse, because the Passover was always held at full moon. It was
due to some special interference with nature, and during those three hours of
darkness no word was heard and no event is recorded concerning the cross of
Christ. But that darkness was a symbol of the eclips eof the Light of the world.rt
spoke of the exceeding wickedness of the Jewish people, for there they were
actually crucifying their Messiah and slaying their King, and that darkness also
taught the exceeding sinfulness of sin in the eyes of God. Dr. Alexander
Macclaren says : "Nature was divinely draped in mourning over the sin of sins. "
But at the end of the three hours of darkness the silence was broken and the cry
came, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?", and that is a saying
the depths of which we shall never be able to plumb, "And having said that He
gave up the ghost, and said, 'It is finished' ". He sent away His spirit to die
because He chose to die, and entered into the gates of death as a conqueror and
burst its bars.

what we want to think about briefly is the rending of the veil, because the
darkness spoke particularly to the Gentiles gathered around the cross. The
rending of the veil in the temple was God's sign to the religious leaders of the
day - that rending of the veil which hung between the Holy of Holies and the
Holy Place was an event which would strike awe into the heart of every priest
and Levite in Jewry, and not least Annas and caiaphas. God was compelling
men to stop and think. He was telling them to open their eyes and see what had
been done that day, and probably that night there were few houses in the city of
Jerusalem where the men folk did not say, "we have seen and heard strange
things today". You remember the old tabernacle and the temple, they are on the
same principle. They were in three parts. There was the outer court which was
open to all, then there was the Hply Place to which the priest had daily access, in
which they burnt the incense and trimmed the lamps, and then there was the

i

4
E

E
I
I
I

I

t

i
t
i.
I
i
I[ ;



The Gospel Magazine 147

Holy of Holies where the High Priest went once a year on the Day of Atonement.
For 364 days the Holy of Holies, the Inner Shrine, lay desolate, untrodden and
dark. Between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies hung the Veil which was a
very elaborate curtain upon a groundwork of fine twined linen, where there was
blue and purple and scarlet - it was quite magnificent - and it hung by hooks
of gold on four pillars, themselves overlaid with gold, and is described in the Old
Testament as a cunning work. It was copied from the pattern that God gave to
Moses in the Mount, and how impressive the veil must have been in the seven-
fold light of the golden candlestick, and with what awe it would fill the mind
since it hung there to hide from view the greater glory that lay behind, and only
one man on one day of the year was permitted to lift or to pass beyond the veil.
To others it was death to peep into the hidden mysteries, but, at the moment that
Christ died, this curtain - this veil - was rent in twain from the top to the
bottom, and no Jewish reader could miss the import of that sentence. It had a
momentous significance and far-reaching consequences.

Now I believe that the rending of the veil in the temple, this striking fact, has
important Gospel truths to set before us. Let us just think of some of them. The
Old Testament from beginning to end taught the Jews to observe distance in
approaching God, and the Holy of Holies with its mercy seat, with the outspread
wings of the cherubim, with its deep silence, symbolised man's distance from
God because of sin, and year by year the High Priest went in with the sacrificial
blood and sprinkled the mercy seat, and year by year the act of atonement had to
be repeated. It did not, in the language of the Epistle to the Hebrews, make the
comers thereunto perfect. It had to be repeated year by year. But, when our Lord
died on the cross, when He cried His great cry of triumph, "It is finished", then
the one perfect Sacrifice was made for all time and all other sacrifices were
abolished. They had been but make-shifts. They were just hints, preparatives.
Christ offered the one perfect Sacrifice. And so we read in the same Epistle
again: "By one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
And when He died, the veil between God and man was broken down. It was
rent asunder, it was no longer needed. The sacrifice was complete, and suddenly
on that Good Friday the function of the veil was at an end.

But I want you to notice how careful the Bible is on this incident. It was torn
from the top to the bottom. It was not destroyed by some unauthorised hand.
No hand of man interfered with it. There was not another thing in the temple
destroyed or displaced that day in all its magnificent glory, nothing else was out
of place, but the veil with its great symbolism. It was not the result of a natural
process ofdecay that the threads ofthe veil were parted asunder. It was rent from
the top to the bottom. It was not jerked apart by some intruder from below, but
God Himself took it down, for it was no longer needed. Every barrier was
now removed.

So the cross reveals the wonderful love of God which shrank from no
sacrifice, which stooped to the lowest condition, which took upon it all the
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miseries of mankind, and the cross lays bare the heart of God revealing its
throbbing love. It speaks to us of what christ has done, saving ur, nof by
eloquent gracious words - which He certainly has - but by a deed oi
inestimable value, and He could say, ,.It is finished',.

Furthermore, the destruction of the veil marked the end of the old order. I
want you to think for a moment of the timeliness of the event. It occurred at the
moment that christ died, when His work was done, when He had borne our sins
in His own body on the tree. And He died at the ninth hour - that is, three
o'clock by our reckoning - and this was the very time of the beginning of the
evening sacrifice, and at that very moment when He died the prieits wei in the
Holy Place in front of the veil actually engaged in their sacred duties, and the veil
was rent at that precise moment, and God said in effect to these priests, ..you are
1o lgneer required; y9u are out of place now. your work is done, the way to the
Holiest is made free for all. " And so the rending of the veil marked the end of
priestly functions. It taught the abolition and the termination of the whole
system of Jewish laws and ceremonies. They were all fulfilled in Christ. This is
one of the messages that comes to us with force. But we need to beware of
dragging the anachronisms of Jewish priesthood into the Christian Church. We
need to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and not to be
entangled again with the yoke of bondage and remember that the cross ushered
in a new relationship between God and man and these Gospel writers were bold
enough to publish their accounts in the midst of Jewish piople who could not
themselves deny it. Is it any wonder that when the Gospef began to be preached
on the Day of Pentecost th at a great company of the priests-, we read, became
obedient unto the Gospel? The veil of the temple *asient in twain.

It has yet another message to give to us, beciuse it speaks to us of the priest-
hood of all believers. This was one of the great truths iediscovered in the great
days of the Reformation. In Israel there was only one man alive at any tim&ho
had bben within the veil, but, by the cross a// beiievers may enter in to the inner
sanctuary, Gentiles as well as Jews may draw nigh unto God with boldness and
confidence, for all the barriers between God and mah are cast down, and so the
rending of the veil signified the end of the Old Dispensation. It took tire meaning
out of its entire structure and the rending of the veil speaks of the universa]
priesthood of God's people, so that peter was inspired to say: ,.ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of harknesj into His
marvellous light." I commend to you the Epistle to the Hebrews, which is an
inspired commentary on the old restament. you remember how the writer
there says, "Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may find grace
to help in time of need", and he says that on the ground of what christ has done.
Again, the same writer says : ' 'Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his fleih; and having an high
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priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies
washed with pure water" (Hebrews 10:19-22). So the way of approach is now
open. We come by the blood-sprinkled way of the cross. We can come with
boldness, with confidence, but we shall also need to come with reverence and to
unburden ourselves with the utmost frankness.

Here, then, is one of the inestimable benefits of the cross of Christ, access to
God, so that the humblest believer may come and know that he may not only
come, but be welcome in thus coming. So let us in the midst of thefeverishness of
life, keep constantly in touch with the throne, make time to come daily and to
avail ourselves of what Christ has done, and what He has made possible for us by
His death on the cross, and because of the cross, we have the great privilege of
drawing near to the throne of grace.

"Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. And the veil of the
templewas rent intwain fromthetop tothebottom." M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

PUTTING IT ON RECORD

THE OTHER EVENING there was a recital on the radio of a large male-voice
choir singing in a big concert hall. Some of our family and friends were members
of the choir, so not only did we listen to the programme but we made a cassette
recording so that we could listen to the music again at a later date. By modern
technology we will be able to recall completely what we heard.

Long ago the only way that events could be recalled was by word of mouth,
and then by a written record. Nowadays we can use film cameras, video
recorders, cassettes and CDs to record what has happened. We record what we
want to remember. Perhaps we will video a wedding, or make a cassette of a
concert or a sermon. These events can then be easily recalled at a later date,
because they are important to us or of some interest.

What does God tell us to record and to remember? He wants us to continually
remember His wonderful works and to record them to pass on to future
generations. The Bible is God's record which we have been given and it is our
duty to take care of that precious record and pass its teaching on to others. ' 'This

shall be written for the generation to come: and the people which shall be created
shall praise the Lord" (Psalm 102:18). God wants us to praise Him and to
remember Him and to share His goodness with people from near and far.
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And all the nations among
His deeds record ye still.,'
(Psalm 9:ll, metrical)

How easy it is to forget incidents from the past - places we have visited or
things we have heard. But some record made at the time can jog our memory.
That could be a video or film or something as simple as an old aiary.

Careful records are made of important events for future reference. Court
cases, parliamentary debates, committee meetings are all meticulously noted.
This is done for an important purpose - so that others will know in the future
what has taken place.

one night King Ahasuerus could not sleep, so to pass the time he called for the
book of records of the chronicles to be brought to him and to be read to him.
In those records Ahasuerus discovered that Mordecai the Jew had uncovered a
plot to kill him and had warned the authorities. As a result the king,s life had
been spared. "what honour and dignity has been done to Mordecaifor this?,'
the king asked (Esther 6:3). "Nothing!" was the reply. The king immediately set
that right. Mordecai's life changed, under God's providence, because his good
deed had been recorded.

The most important record that we have is the record that God has given us
about His son. "This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and
this life is in his Son" (l John 5:ll).

what a privilege to have this good news recorded for us. How careful we
should be to make good use of this and to berieve that this record is true.

God's record for us has many important parts to it which tell us of the plan of
salvation that God has worked out for His people. In the following verses find
one aspect of this message. The initial letters of the anwers correspond to the
letters spelling RECORD.

'': ' puzzLtr.

I . Being justified freely by his grace through the
in Christ Jesus. Romans 3:24.

2. Give diligence to make your calling and
2 Peter l :10.

that is

sure.

3. For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus christ and
him -. I Corinrhians 2;2.

4. And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation
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unto all them that him. Hebrews 5:9.
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For this is my blood of ,jiffX 
ffi#il".Jlj;jr;ch 

is shed for many for

6. And the Lord shall
will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom.

me from every evil work, and
2 Timothy 4:18.

Studies in the Book of Jonah (2)
P. D.  JOHNSON {London)

SOME EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON THE SECOND CHAPTER

READERS oF THE OPENING sruDY in this short series will recall that,
at the end of chapter l, we left Jonah in a sorry plight indeed. Incarcarated in
the belly of a great fish at sea, with all his plans in ruins, and his sins staring
him in the face - what christian in his right mind would wish to have exchanged
shoes with Jonah at that particular time? And yet it was there, in that unique
situation, that God, in His sovereign mercy, had determined to deal with His
rebellious prophet.

In the depths of the whale's belly, hidden from the eyes of men, transactions
took place between this erring child of God and his gracious Father in heaven
which resulted in the prophet's spiritual recovery, and illustrated the truth of the
apostle Paul's words in Hebrews 12:.6: "For whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth."

with these thoughts in mind, let us now turn to chapter 2, and consider
Jonah's remarkable prayer, and the wonderful way in which it was answered.

1. When Jonah offered up this remarkable prayer
If we are to derive real benefit from our study of Jonah's prayer, we must first
notice when it was offered. The key word is "then" in the opening verse of the
chapter: " Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of the fish's belly. . . . "
In other words, it was only when Jonah found himself in this extraordinary
situation, helpless in the whale's belly, that he betook himself to prayer. The
only unusual thing about Jonah's prayer is where itwas offered , not when itwas
offered. Many a christian, who has sunk, for various reasons, into a careless,
prayerless state of spiritual declension, finds that the Lord, in His sovereign
grace and mercy, begins to quicken true prayer in the heart after first bringing
that christian's foolish plans to nothing, and separating him from all company
save that of his Father in heaven.
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2. Why Jonah offered up this remarkable prayer
Jonah is also careful to tell us why he offered up this great prayer at this
particular time. "And said, I cried by reason of my affliction unto the Lord . . . "
(verse 2). Jonah may have been saved, at the last moment, from a watery grave,
but he was far from being "out of the wood", as we say, trapped insidethefish's
belly. what a unique situation for any christian to find himself in, yet one
fraught with peril! And now Jonah beings to pray, to utter the first, faltering
cries he has offered to the Lord since the start of his rebellion.

What an insight this gives us into the way the Lord often overrules affliction to
revitalise the decayed prayer-life of true believers. Ah, there is often a blessed
connection between God, in His sovereign providence, pressing downbehevers
with afflictions, and the Holy Spirit pressing out believers in earnest prayer.
"Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer when-thy
chastening was upon them" (Isaiah 26:16).

Neither were those first, earnest cries despised by the Lord, for Jonah goes on
to assure us in the sarne verse, " . . . and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried
I, and thou heardest my voice". God will always hear and answer every prayer
He has indited, through the work of the Holy Spirit, in the heart of every tiue
believer, irrespective of that believer's outward circumstances or iniernal
spiritual condition.

3. Jonah's recognition of the hand of God
At the same time as the Lord was reviving a spirit of true prayer in Jonah, He was
bringing His erring servant to own the Divine hand behind his predicament. we
see Jonah doing this in two different ways.

Firstly, he owns his heavenly Father's hand in pro vidence. ,,For thou hadst
cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me
about" (verse 3). Even this is an advancement on that stoical silence jonah had
maintained on board ship. Now he openly acknowledges the hand of God
behind his last-minute rescue from the sea, and his imprisonment within the
belly of the great fish.

secondly, he owns his heavenly Father's hand in chastisement. Look again at
verse 3, and particularly the words, " . . . all thy billows and thy waves passed
over me". Is there not something more implied here than just a recognition by
Jonah of God's sovereign proyidence? Is he not beginning to see that tris fatnei
in heaven has permitted these trials to befall him in order to chastise him for his
glaring sins? Now not every affliction that comes to true believers comes as
chastisement, but it is clear that, in Jonah's case, affliction was sent as a rod to
correct him. And it is still the case today. God will so order things in His
providence that erring believers are compelled, sooner or later, to acknowledge
the Divine hand behind what is happening to them, and realise they are now
under the chastening rod of their Father in heaven.
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4. Jonah's despair was tempered with hope
Jonah describes for us, very clearly and concisely in verse 4, the initial conclusion
he drew when he realised, not only the ongoing danger he was in, but that he was
under the marked displeasure of the Lord. "Then I said, I am cast out of thy
sight . . . " (verse 4). Like many another Christian who finds himself in a similar
situation, Jonah was tempted to conclude that God would not have anything
more to do with him! How comforting, then, to notice that Jonah's despair was
tempered with hope. "Yet I will look again toward thy holy temple" (verse 4).

But what was it that the Holy Spirit used to encourage poor Jonah's heart at
this crucial juncture? Most likely it was by bringing to the prophet's mind the
biblical doctrine of chastisement. And it is still the case today. when an erring
believer is sinking under the realisation of God's displeasure over his sins, he
needs to remember the clear teaching of Hebrews l2:5-ll, and grasp that
chastisement is a sure token of sonship, the experience of every true child of
God, at one time or another, and designed to correct us, and bring us back to
God's way of holiness. And the call that came to Jonah, at this state in his
experience, is the one which still comes to believers who find themselves under
what the Puritan writers used to call "the smarting rod" today: "wherefore lift
up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; and make straight paths
for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be
healed" (Hebrews 12:12-13).

5. Jonah's experiences in prayer
It is easy to overlook Jonah's words in verse 7 - "When my soul fainted within
me I remembered the Lord: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy
temple" - but when we reflect on the circumstances under which they were
penned, we find them full of comfort and encouragement for believers today.
He is giving us a kind of short summary of pr6cis of his experiences in prayer at
this trying time.

Notice the effect his trials had upon him. Imprisoned in the belly of the great
fish, completely unable to deliver himself, and smarting under the chastening
rod of his Father in heaven, no wonder Jonah could write about his soul fainting
within him! But then observe how Jonah's poor heart was fortified just at the
crucial time - "I remembered the Lord." Now that statement implies more
than just remembering that God existed: it tells us that, having realised again
something of his new, covenant relationship to God, Jonah broke silence before
the throne of grace, and poured out his heart to God in prayer. Finally, notice
how Jonah assures us that his poor prayers from inside the belly of the great fish
reached the ears and the heart of his gracious Father in heaven - (( . .. and my
prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple."

No Christian ever finds himself in a situation where he cannot turn to the Lord
in prayer, and discover that, in due course, his petitions have indeed reached the
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throne of heaven. "And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men
ought always to pray, and not to faint" (Luke l8:l).

6. A great lesson learnt by Jonah
We must not make the mistake of thinking that when Jonah says in verse 8,
"They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy", he is merely
referring to the heathen sailors who "cried every man unto his god" (1:5) and
those like them. Surely Jonah is recording in these words an important lesson he
has learnt through his own personal experience, for did he not "observe lying
vanities" when, heathenlike, he disobeyed the Lord, and set off to Tarshish
following his own wisdom and will? And did not Jonah's subsequent miseries,
both temporal and spiritual, demonstrate that, by behaving in that foolish way,
he had indeed forsaken "his own mercy"?

There is a warning for the godly here. Let evangelical Christians today
conform to the philosophies and practices of the world, and they will eventually
find that, in spiritual and temporal things, they have forsaken their own mercy.
And what awarningfor the ungodlyl Was there ever an age like our own, when
people, obsessed with the pursuit of wealth, possessions, fame and pleasures, to
the complete exclusion of all things spiritual, needed to have Jonah's faithful
words sounded in their ears - "They that observe lying vanities forsake their
own mercy"?

7. The new Jonah and his great conclusion
The late Dr. Lloyd-Jones used to say that Christians ought to pay great attention
to the little word "but" at the beginning of a sentence in Holy Scripture, as it
generally introduced something that was a happy contrast to what had just gone
before. We have an example of this point before us in verse 9. "Others may
observe lying vanities, as I have foolishly been doing," Jonah is saying, and then
comes the happy contrast, the new resolutions of the restored prophet, "but I
will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have
vowed." What an insight his resolve to offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and
his determination to fulfil his vows, give us into the gracious way the Lord has
been dealing with Jonah during those three days and three nights in the fish's
belly! Having first brought Jonah to face and own his sins, to repent of them
before the throne of grace, and plead the Name and righteousness of the Lord
Jesus Christ, God has gone on to bless His penitent prophet with such a sense of
forgiveness that Jonah is filled with a new desire to praise and obey his Father in
heaven. Is he not, at this point, a fine example of the truth of Paul's words in
Hebrews l2:ll: "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness
unto them which are exercised thereby"?

Neither must we overlook Jonah's great conclusion - " . . . salvation is of the
Lord" . Does it not show us that, in addition to being given a new sense of God's
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forgiveness, Jonah had also received o new oppreciation ofsalvotion by grace
alone? There are few greater indications that a Christian has been restored
from a state of spiritual declension than to hear from him a new note of praise,
a new profession of practical obedience, and a new confession of salvation
by grace alone.

E. The way God answered Jonah's prayel

Once the Lord had brought Jonah to repentance, blessed him with a new sense of
pardon, and put a new song in his heart, there was no need for Him to keep His
servant in the fish's belly any longer. Once Jonah's spiritual recovery had been
achieved, the Lord, who had earlier "prepared a great fish to swallow up
Jonah" (l:17), "spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry
land" (verse l0) - events which our blessed Lord was later to use as a sign to the
unbelieving Jews of His own day (see Matthew 12:39-40). And how complete
was the deliverarice God gave to Jonah in answer to prayer! Behold him now,
safe and sound on dry land, none-the-worse physically, and much-the-better
spiritually, for his extraordinary adventures in the sea. Like many another tried
Christian, Jonah found that the Lord not only selects the type, and determines
the duration, of our afflictions, but ensures that, once our dross has been
removed by the furnace, and we have learnt lessons we needed to learn, we are
delivered from them, and enabled to see at least something of the way He has
been leading us, and the way He wants us to go in coming days.

(To be continued)

D. A. Doudney on John Gitl
We love sound, full, so-called high-doctrine; but where the grace and the dew of
the doctrine is there too, under the teaching, power and application of the Holy
Ghost, it fixes that doctrine in the heart and conscience; and we defy men or
devils thence to uproot it. An unctuous word dropped by the Holy Ghost upon
the heart is like "cold water to a thirsty soul"; and whilst it exalts and endears a
precious Christ, in His person, work and office, it is the most deadly artillery
with which Satan and all the powers of darkness can be attacked. We are of the
opinion that many of these savoury sweets, beloved, will drop from this honey-
comb into your heart; and thus make

"sovereign mercy dear to you,
And Jesus all in all".

(These words were prefaced to Doudney's edition of Gill's commentary on the
Song of Solomon.)

I
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"The Way of Peace"
PAUL WATTS (Rehoboth, Coventry)

"Through the tender mercy of God, whereby the dayspringfrom on high hath
visited us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of diath, to

guide ourfeet into the way of peace,'(Luke I:7g-79)

THE Mosr IMPORTANT KNOWLEDGE that we can have is the knowledge
of salvation. The ministry of John Baptist was preparing the people for thit
knowledge and the Lord Jesus christ had come into the worldto fring in the
knowledge of salvation. This is the thought now developed in Zachariai' song
of praise.

1. WALKING IN THE WAY
verse 79 begins with the people "sitting" and ends with people ,.walking',.
Those who are sitting are sitting in darkness. we sit when we aie tired or worn
out, when we give up. sometimes you might be struggling to do a job and you fail
at it. "It's no good," you say, and you sit down. It has difeated you. Reilly, the
picture we have at the beginning of verse 79 is one of defeat. li is a picture of
spiritual darkness, of people sitting down in despair, living under a shadow -
the shadow of death. Death casts a great shadow over our lives: it troubles us: we
are afraid of it. There is a connection between sin and death. It is a guilty shadow
which hangs over us. Then suddenly the picture changes. The people who were
sitting in the darkness, who were under this terrible shadow, ixpiriencing this
fear and guilt, are now suddenly changed and they are sianoing; the! are
walking; they are guided; and their whole demeanour ihows that a gieat change
has come upon them. They are happy now; they are at peace. rhe stradow his
gone from their hearts. They have been guided into a new way of life and have a
new.sense of purpose.and direction. They know where they are going. They have
received the knowledge of salvation by the remission or tneiisins. They have
light and liberty, and a burden has been lifted frorir their souls, and their flet are
being guided into the wayof peace. whyis this? Because,,the dayspring from on
high has visited us". This points us to Jesus christ. He is the aayipiing. FIe is the
dawning of a new day. when Jesus christ came into the world ii was a ne* day in
the history of the world, and when Jesus comes into your life it will be a new day
for you. Instead of sitting in darkness, instead of sitting under the shadow of
death, your feet will be guided into the way of peace. Remember how Jesus said,
"I am the way". Yes, christianity is the way. The Lord Jesus said, ,.Follow
me". His teaching is -so simple yet so deep. There is such an authority, such a
power with it. He still comes to people today with these two words,-..Follow
me". He says, "My sheep hear my voice and they follow me". How wonderful
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to be in the lVay! Christianity was early known as "The Way". The first
Christians knew that Way. They were in a Way of Life. They were not just
"Sunday" Christians. Those who persecuted them knew that they were perse-
cuting a way of life. In the Book of Acts we find that the Christians were known
as those who were walking in the Way. If you stopped a follower of Jesus and
asked: "How did you get into this Way? How did you become a Christian?"
they might well have answered: "I was guided into it: I was sitting in darkness: I
was under the shadow of death: I would never have got there myself but I was
guided. Jesus has come: the Messiah has come: the Dayspring has come - to
guide our feet into the way of peace."

2. A WAY OF PEACE

We all appreciate peace and quiet, especially after having been surrounded by
noise - noisy machinery, perhaps, or noisy children, or neighbours, or loud and
unwelcome music. But there are worse noises than these, and there is a deeper
peace than the peace of relief from those noises. There is "the way of peace" and
there is such a thing as living in that way and knowing a deep peace in your soul
and in your life. A guilty conscience is a noisy thing in your life. You might try to
suppress it, to escape from it, to do all sorts of things to get away from it, but it
follows you and nags you and troubles you. All the while it is there nagging,
nagging. A troubled heart, sinful ways, a life not reconciled to God will bring a
noise into your soul. There is something deeply disturbed and disturbing about a
selfish life, whether it is a life of open shame, violence and criminality, or
whether a respectable life in which we are just serving our own interest. Without
God there is no peace, no peace.

"My heart is pained nor can it be
At rest till I find rest in Thee."

Yes, there is such a thing as peace with God! There is such a thing as the quiet
of the soul, the rest of the soul in faith. The great concern in times of war is that
there might be a peace which will last, a durable peace. Can such a thing be? Is
such a thing available for our souls? zacharias' heart is bursting with praise
because "the Dayspring from on high has come to guide our feet into the way of
peace". Jesus Himself is the Way of Peace. The message of the angels at His
birth was: "Peace on earth." "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). Jesus Himself is the very embodiment of peace. The
prophet Micah pointed to Him many centuries before and said, "And this Man
shall be the peace" (Micah 5:5). He has come to make peace, to make an
objective peace. He has come to reconcile God and sinners. By living a righteous
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Iife and by the shedding of His own blood, by the offering up of Himself, He has
come to make peace-

'Peace by His cross hath Jesus made,
The Church's ever living Head."

The only way your feet must be guided in the way of peace is as you come to
repent of your sins and believe in Jesus Christ. Peace cornes into your soul as a
result of believing in the saviour. This is the knowledge of salvation by the
remission of sins. "Being justified by faith we have peace with God througir our
Lord Jesus christ" (Romans 5:l). That is how to come into the way of peace.
The Dayspring from on high has visited us, so that we who have sat in daikness
and in the shadow of death, might be guided into the way of faith, of trust, of
believing in Jesus. Howsimple the Gospel is! How wonderfully free and open it
is to those who sit in darkness; how they are guided into the way of peace simply
believing in the Lord Jesus christ. However weak you may be, however sinfui,
however despairing, however bad your life is, however tempted you may be, and
however powerful those temptations may be, however your guilty .onr.i.n..
may trouble you, and however your heart may cry oui against you, in Jesus
Christ there is a holy life of perfect righteousness and in His death upon the cross
there is the shed blood which is an atonement for the sins of His piople. In His
death is your hope, your llfe, your peace with God, and in His- experience of
cursing k your blessing, in His socrifice your release. This is seen espe.ially in His
resurrection victory over the spiritual realms of darkness and over death itself.
As you believe in Jesus the light dawns in your soul, the darkness is banished, the
fear of guilt is taken away and a deep peace settles upon your soul. It is a lasting
peace, not because it is based on your feelings but because Jesus has made i
lasting peace. we are genuinely worried about the trouble spots of the world,
Northern Ireland and Bosnia, because there is real doubt ai to wheth.. p.u..
initiatives will last. These initiatives and their achievements are human. But there
is no doubt at all about the finished work of Jesus christ. He has achieved a
lasting peace, and that is the ground and basis of the believer's peace, for the
believer's hope is not in his experience, but in Christ who has made that peace for
us, the peace of sins forgiven. "ye believe in God, believe also in -i" lJohn14: l) He said to His troubled discipres. "peace I leave with you; my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heari be
troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). what a precious possession -
peace in our hearts! It calms our hearts and makes us stiong to live for God.

our feet are also guidg$ into the way of peace as we ourseive s become peace-
makers. our feet are guided into that way of making peace as a way of liie. For
the christian life, make no mistake about it, is the way of a peacemaker. To have
our feet guided into the way of peace means that we oursilues learn peace as a
way of life, as a way of having relationships with other people. As a way of living
in this world we leorn war no more. Jesus said, ,,Blessid aie the peacemakers'l
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and those whose feet are guided into the way of peace are certainly peacemakers.
The peace we enjoy is made for us, butfrom that peace, we make peace. we do
not get into the way of peace automatically. we are in too much darkness to get
there. Death casts its shadow too powerfully over us: the world has too strong a
hold upon us. We need a source of light - we call it revelation - and that is wliat
the Gospel is all about. That is what Zacharias in this song of praise rejoices in.
"By the tender mercies of God," by the revelation of the inner workings of
God's compassion the Dayspring from on high has come, the Light oi the
World, the source of all spiritual light and life,

3. "THE DAYSPRING''

Malachi speaks of the Sun of Righteousness who will come with ,,healing in his
wings" or "in his beams" (Malachi 4:2). Now the ord restament era was
coming to an end under Malachi's prophecy. There had been light shining - the
Law had shone into the world, the Law as given to Moses on Mount sinai, the
ten commandments. The prophets had come, the light had shone into the
darkness, but, despite the shining of the Law and the prophets, there was still
great darkness, still so much greed and misery and ignorance - the long night of
darkness: but, says the prophet, the day will come, a new day will dawn, i new
sun will arise in the morning sky which will bring healing by the shining of His
beams of light and grace. This is Jesus, God's plan for the world, HiJway of
guiding our feet into the right way, the way of peace. The Lord Jesus christ
brings light into the world and He brings light into our souls. Is He shining upon
your life? can you feel the warmth and strength and the brightness of those iays
of light and grace which come from christ? what is zacharias saying heri?
"This is a visitation," he says, "a visitation from God on high. These things
which are even now unfolding before our very eyes are the result of the coming of
Immanuel, God with us." How does He come? He comes like the dayspring.
He comes to ' 'shine in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the gl,ory of
God in the face of Jesus christ". In 2 Peter l: 19 we read: "we have alsoa more
sure word of prophecy: whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts. ' ' It arises in our hearts. It is as the Day Star arises in our hearts thai our
feet are guided into the way of peace. It is as the truth as it is in Jesus shines upon
our lives that no longer can we sit in the darkness, or live in the guilt and fear lnd
shadow of death, but our feet are guided into a new and joyful way, into the way
of peace. "I am the root and offspring of David, and the bright and morning
star" (Revelation 22:16). Do you know Him like that? Is He the one who
changes things for you? Is He the one who brings a new day into your life?
Maybe some of you have been tempted, maybe you have backslidden, maybe
you have gone a long way from God, and yet God's word comes to you afresh to
remind you that Jesus christ is the one who brings a new day again into your
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soul and into you life. The Day spring is the one who arises with healing in His
wings, and if you have been sitting in darkness and in the shadow of diath be
reminded today that He is the one who brings this new day. perhaps you have
been walking in the mountains near to the edge of a cliff and suddenly you lost
your footing, How close you got to slipping! you may have been in a similar
danger spiritually. You understand exactly what the psalmist meant when he
said, "But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped"
(Psalm 73:2). "Lwas in great danger, moral, spiritual danger, I had chosen my
own way and the temptation had got a grip and the devil had got a hold upon my
life - I nearly went," but "the dayspring from on high hath visited us';. ,,Bui
the path of the just is as a shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day" (Proverbs 4: l8). Do you know that way of peace? In Isaiah 59:g we
read: "The way of peace they know not; and there ii no judgment in their
goings." What a tragedy!

This is a way to be walked in. we need to have our feet guided into it and,
when Jesus shines upon our path, we are saved from going ouiown way, and our
feet really are guided into the way of peace.

zacharias' song, the Benedictus, began with the word ,.Blessed',. ,,Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel who hath visited and redeemed his people, " and it ends
with the word "Peace" and points us to happiness and leads ui into the wav of
true peace.

Alicia Bonne Hoblyn
1E13-1E96

A HUNDRED YEARS AGo this very gifted writer passed into the presence of
God. She was well regarded but her name is hardly known today. She was the
ygungest daughter of Mr. T. Mulock of Dublin and one of a family of eighteen
children. The family left Ireland around 1826 and eventually settled in Bath
where they attended st. Michael's church. The rector was the Rev. J. A. wall-
inger whose ministry was markedly used of God. In lg64 Alicia married Dr.
Hoblyn of Bath - they were truly one in Christ.

Mr. wallinger had started "The poor Saints' Fund" - this was carried on bv
Mrs. Hoblyn after he left for Brighton. The aim of the fund was to provid!
material assistance to God's afflicted and poor people. she held a women's
Bible class in her home every Sunday afternoon which under God was made a
means of grace to many. A bond of affection existed between Mrs. Hoblyn and
those who attended this meeting. one member wrote: ..She was so simple that a
child could understand her, yet she was so sound in doctrine, experiLnce and
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practice that few could compare with her." When at almost the end of her
earthly pilgrimage she sent her last message to the class: ' 'Tell them to keep away
from error and keep close to the truth of God." She was also a diligent and wise
district visitor, who knew how to rightly divide the word of truth in private
conversation. Many had cause to be grateful for this individual ministry
exercised with faithfulness and tenderness.

Mrs. Hoblyn was greatly interested in the work of the Gospel Magazine and
was a personal friend of three editors - Dr. D. A. Doudney, Mr. George Cowell
and the Rev. James Ormiston. The latter said of her that she was ,,more
favoured in aptitude to teach others than most christian women in modern
times". Mrs. Hoblynspokeof Dr. Doudneyas "myfriendof manyyears,'. He
wrote the preface to her much used tract Nothing to Pay. This tract was the
means of setting many a soul at liberty. Her labours were unremitting and in
addition to being a frequent contributor to the Gospel Magazine she edited The
Remembrancer, a sound monthly publicatioir, now long extinct.

Alicia Hoblyn was deeply taught in the things of God, her grasp of the
doctrines of grace was firm, the fruit of personal conviction. She was a talented
lady whose gifts were dedicated to the cause of truth. Seeking to exalt Christ was
the all absorbing aim of her life. She had the pen of a ready writer and wrote a
unique series of booklets called Tracts for the People.In all there were 150 tracts
which were later bound in six separate volumes.

James Ormiston says: "Her style was vigorous yet graceful, witty yet
chastened, dignified but remarkable for its simplicity. A passing word or
incident often presented to her active mind an idea for a tract. Her one object
was to exalt the freeness of God's saving grace and to point needy sinners to
Christ." She loved to dwell on the heights and depths of everlasting love and on
God's rich, discriminating and sovereign grace. She believed in covenant
salvation for a covenant people. Grace taught her to look with tenderness and
compassion on the spiritual necessities of sinners. Her prayer for the tracts was
"give them wings and bid them fly"!

John Hazelton in his book Hold Fost: A sketch of covenant Truth and its
witnesses (1909), says: "The l50tractsof thelateMrs. Hoblynareofthehighest
excellence and the six small volumes into which they have been collected contain
clear and beautiful expositions of the great verities of the Gospel. Nothing is
toned down or kept back, but with great power and appealing illustrations from
daily life and experience these little messengers of salvation go forth. They are
models of what tracts should be and might be kept in print if those who value
pure truth would purchase and distribute booklets in which there is no 'dead fly'.
Her exposure of doctrinal error was original and powerful and her literary style
was of much purity."

Mrs. Hoblyn was a keen observer of the times in which she lived,regarding
them as days of solemn declension from the truth and vital godliness, with "no
zeal for truth, no discernment of error and living for another world". We
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wonder what she would think of the present time? She was a great letter writer
with a very extensive correspondence. Her letters were highly valued by those
privileged to received them. In one letter she wrote: "It is a mercy to be broken
off from false religion and Arminian professors, for there is no profit in their
free will schemes, but it often leaves a sting behind." To another correspondent
she wrote: "I find the reproach of the cross has not ceased; people will bear with
some truth if error be added whereby they are neutralised, but if distinctive truth
is put before them, then the enmity is soon seen. o for grace to cling to Jesus!"

In her closing years she lost her sight which was a great trial to her, but her
mind was as vigorous as ever. This gifted writer at the end of a fruitful life
said: "I am a sinner till my last sigh and could never reach heaven but that
the Scriptures declare the way of salvation is through christ 'who of God is
made unto us Wisdom' (and I am foolish), 'Righteousness' (and I am sinful),'sanctification' (and I am unholy), 'Redemption' (and I have wandered from
Him). Therefore I cry, 'behold o God our shield and look upon the face of
thine anointed'."

Mrs. Hoblyn sought to encourage believers and in her tract (Jnknown
usefulness wrote: "Multitudes of God's people live and die in ignorance of the
use He has made of them. How many gracious ministers of the Gospel have lived
and toiled and groaned and died and seen no fruit for their labours, but how true
is that word, 'your labour is not in vain in the Lord' - 1 corinthians 15:58."

The christian Bookshop, 2l Queen street, ossett, west yorkshire wF5 8AS,
have done good service in making some of Mrs. Hoblyn's tracts again available.
Among them are Another Gospel, In or out, A Notural euestion and Nothing
to PaY' 
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Contentment
JAMES CAMPBELL (Sale, Cheshire)

"I hove learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content,,
(Philippians 4:II)

WHAT IS THERE ABour PAUL that makes the thing hard to us appear so
easy and natural to him? Here is his explanation: "I have been initiated into the
secret for all sorts and conditions of life", for prosperity and privation alike.
You will observe that there is not a hint that this way of life which he outlines and
demonstrates is impossible to any believer. It has to be borne in mind that Paul
has had by no means an easy time since the joy and glory of his first vision of
Jesus christ on the road to Damascus. He had been humiliated by having his



The Gospel Magazine

very commission to preach called into question. He had been derided by those
whom he sought to enlighten. He knew what it was to suffer the shame of
rejection. He knew what it was to have his love thrown back upon him in a cold
flood of ingratitude, so that he had to say, "The more abundantly I love the less I
am loved". He knew what a big pain a small rankling thorn can produce, and
how sore can be the buffetings of a messenger of Satan. He had known the joy

and appreciation of love, but he knew also its underside of suffering and pain. In
his own words, he had abounded and he had been abased. But he had never lost
his inner serenity. Varying fortunes had never produced variable faith in him.
Alternating experiences had never caused any fluctuation of his inner life.
Discomfort had not destroyed the harmony to which his heart sang. He had not
become headstrong by prosperity, not depressed by difficulties, not soured by
adversity. He had learned the secret which enabled him to take every wave as it
came and to ride upon its crest. All the inward irritations which perplexed and
assailed him had not given him anything of a distorted view of life, nor obscured
in any degree his vision of his Lord.

What is it that gives such a reliable quality of soul, which is itself both in
abasement and in abundance? For abasement, whatever it consisted of,
evidently could not imprison the real man in Paul, obviously could not reach the
hidden man of the heart. It could not make him hard, nor envious, nor cynical
about others. Paul does not say foolish things about poverty being the best thing
for men. But he does say: "I have learned the secret which helps me to live as a
poor man to the glory of God. I have learned that a poor man need not lack
anything that is really essential." Moreover, he says he has abounded: and
abundance has no danger for a man who knows this secret. Paul does not say
foolish things about wealth. He does not say that the only thing to do with wealth
is to give it away. What he does say is: "I have learned the secret that enables me
to keep my head and my feet when the hard conditions of life relax, and the hot
sun of prosperity shines. I have learned how to be abased and how to abound."

Is Paul's secret discoverable? It is that "Christ is our life". That He gives life
to redeemed men and women in a recreative impartation, that He actually lives
in His people. Christian life, in Paul's conception, is not mental satisfaction with
the doctrine of Christ crucified. It is a moral submission to His living authority.
It is a life of obedience to Christ enthroned within the heart and life. This is his
secret. And this is the record of his initiation: "I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me." He has come under
the control of his Lord. Paul had become unlike himself, and is becoming
increasingly like his Lord. And the process was ongoing.

"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints" @phesians 6: l8).
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Tracts of Truth (O
NtGEt W. BOWDEN (Stoke, ptymouth)

COURAGE IN THE PULPIT

" . . . AND THEY WERE ALL FILLED with the Holy Ghost, and they spake
the word of God with boldness" (Acts 4:31).

" . . . I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you . . . " (Acts 20:20).
" . . . I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God , ' (Acts 20:27) .
"courage is the indispensable requisite of any true ministry . . . if you are afraid
of men and a slave to their opinion, go and do something else" (Bishop phillips
Brooks, 1877 Yale Lectures).

who can deny that in our age there is an urgent need for courage in the pulpit.
The need of the hour is for men like the apostles in the early church who
" . . . were all filled with the Holy Ghost (and who spoke) the word of God with
boldness" (Acts 4:31). unfortunately the pulpits of our land today are all too
often filled with men-pleasers, time-servers and clerical jesters.

Ministers of the Gospel are called to the sacred office of biblical exposition,
and are commissioned to proclaim what God has said, not what men want to
hear. Many modern church people suffer from a malady called ,,itching ears",
which induces them to " . . . heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears,;
(i.e. teachers chosen to satisfy their own liking) (see 2 Timothy 4:--g.Hdwever,
the clergy have no liberty to scratch their itch or to pander to tireir likings. On the
contrary they are to resemble St. Paul in Ephesus who resisted this ver:y tempta-
tion and twice insisted that he did not shun to declare unto them what had to be
declared, namely anything that was ''profitable" unto them and indeed .. . . . all
the counsel of God" (see Acts 20:20,27).

Ministers of Christ's religion must beware of selecting their texts and topics -
even unconsciously - according to personal prejudice or popular faihion.
Jesus the Good Physician has prescribed the good medicine of the Gospel and it
must neither be diluted or added to to make it more palatable. The stern biblical
truths have never been popular, and never will be in this fallen world. How
sad that so many christian preachers are ensnared by the ,,fear of man"
(Proverbs 29:25).

As one turns to Holy scripture one finds countless examples of courageous
preaching; the time would fail to tell of them all.

witness the courage of Elijah when he opposed the whole national estab-
lishment in the double cause of religious truth and social justice. He challenged
the prophets of Baal to a public show-down and condemned the king and qu..n
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for murdering Naboth and seizing his vineyard. In both protests he stood alone.
It was a fine precedent, and the confrontation of prophet and king, divine word
and royal authority, became a regular feature of the prophetic witness. Amos
fulminated against evil even in the king's sanctuary at Bethel, and predicted a
horrible fate for the royal chaplain Amaziah for trying to silence him (see
Amos 7:10-17).

Jeremiah was another lonely voice. From the beginning of his prophetic
ministry God warned him of the opposition which his message of national doom
would provoke. His courageous and solitary stand wins our profound respect.
He was a true patriot, knowing that only heartfelt repentance could save the
nation; yet he was called to announce God's judgment through the Babylonians;
and in consequence was accused of hating his own country and even of deserting
to the enemy.

The prophetic testimony of the Old Testament culminited in the "voice of
one crying in the wilderness", John the Baptist, whom our Lord characterised as
neither "a reed shaken" by public opinion, nor a " . . . man clothed in soft
raiment" indulging the desires of the flesh, but a true prophet, controlled by the
Word of God (see Matthew I l:7-l l). In the end his boldness in rebuking vice
cost him his life. Indeed, he was the last of the long line of martyr prophets
whom Israel rejected and killed (cf. 2 Chronicles 36:15-16; Matthew 23:29-36;
Acts 7:52).

The tradition of courageous witness and consequent suffering, in both Testa-
ments, by prophets and apostles, is consistent and unremitting. It established a
pattern which has continued throughout the history of the Christian Church.

Faithful ministers of the Gospel today who are seeking courage to be faithful
to God's Word find themselves alienated not only from the people in the pew but
from fellow clergy as well. As most people are now aware, there is controversy in
the Church even over fundamental questions of doctrine and ethics on which
Holy Scripture speaks unequivocally; the layman is continually treated to the
unedifying spectacle of supposed "experts in theology" disagreeing sharply with
one another on radio, television or in the newspapers. Essentially it is the age old
battle between truth and falsehood. Every minister or lay preacher is confronted
with the choice between truth with unpopularity or falsehood with popularity.
He must remember that popularity can only be achieved at the price of integrity.
Alas, few ministers seem to believe this any more.

Therefore, the true minister will not avoid the duty of disturbing the compla-
cent. This will entail preaching God's wrath as well as His love, grace and mercy
(indeed, these will shine more brightly against that dark background), His
judgment as well as His salvation, Hell as well as Heaven, death with Christ as
well as resurrection with Him, repentance as well as faith, the cost as well as the
compensations of Christian discipleship, self-denial and the yoke of Christ's
authoritv under which we find our true rest.
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In addition, the minister of the word must ask himself, Am I faithful in
teaching what the apostles taught about relations between husbands and wives,parents and children, masters and servants, that covetousness is idolatry, wealth
is a danger to the pursuit of holiness, and generous mutual responsibility is to
mark life in God's kingdom, that lifelong heterosexual marriage is the only
context which God has ordained for sexual relations, and that botli heteror."rrul
adultery and fornication on the one hand and homoiexual practices on the other
are an abomination in His sight? In days of moral laxitylike ours he will not
shun to dwell upon the judgment of God upon sin before unfolding the mercy oi
God towards sinners.

Does not our age need true prophets? - men of John the Baptist's stamp,
who will " . . . constantly preach the truth, boldly rebuke vice ind patientiy
suffer for the truth's sake" (collect for st. John ihe Baptist,s Day,-Book if
Common Proyer).

I conclude this article with some words of Francis chavasse (Bishop of
Liverpool, 19@-23), which have an astonishingly contemporary ring: .,These
are perilous days. There are proud, bitter, unsirupulous and well organised
enemies to be met. There.are hard social problems to be solved. There aie great
heresies to be grappled with and vices to be withstood. There is a lowered piUfif
opinion to be raised and an increasing disregard of moral standards to be fought
against. And special men with special gifts are needed for the work. . . . ,,(Parochial Sermons of Bishop Chavasse, page lil).

May God be pleased to raised up such "speciai men with special gifts" in
our dav.

What is God like?
(Psatm tT)

STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

IT Is HARD FoR US to imagine what God is like. Many people have a uuru.'
idea of "somgone up there", but who He is or what He is tit e t'trev don,t knJw.
Even if they claim to believe in a God, they live as if He did not exist. How did
David, the shepherd-boy who became Israel's third king, ttrint or God? It is
clear from the Book of psarms that David knew God as nIs ctose Friend and his
constant Guide. Most of all he praised God for the forgiveness of his sins.

"God is a Spirit" (John 4:24),without a physical bod!, yet David in psalm l7
writes about His ears, eyes, hands and face. He is trying io explain, in language
which we can understand, what God is like and howhelreatsihose wtro u-etoig
to Him.



&
I

T
T

r

The Gospel Magazine 167

': ' ' ' 1. GOD'S EARS 
'': ' -' .j

The Psalmist, weary of hearing the lying accusations and vicious slander of his
enemies (see verses 8-14), turns to his God for a sympathetic ear in his troubles -
Give ear unto my prayer . . . incline Thine eor unto me (verses l, 6). David appeals
to God the judge to clear his name. God hears our prayers - most of the time. But
he turns a deaf ear to those who are deceitful (verse l). God demands sincerity
from those who ask His help. One cause of unanswered prayers is sin cherished in
theheart: If Iregardiniquityinmyheart,theLordwillnothesrme(Psalm66:18).
A lTth century Puritan preacher said: "We want God quick to answer our prayers
when we are slow to leave our sins. ' ' Once we repent of sin God is ready to hear us.
He is more willing to open His ears than we are to open our mouths!

David affirms with confidence, Thou wilt hear me, O God, because he
frequently called upon Thee (verse 6). The words at the end of verse 6 suggest
that we have the full attention of God when we plead for His help. He listens as if
there was no other person in the world seeking His attention!

2. GOD'S EYES

David's enemies deliberately distorted his actions and twisted his words,
therefore he calls on the j ust God to search his heart , Let my sentence come forth
from Thy presence; let Thine eyes behold the things thot are equal. . . . Thou hast
tried me, and sholt find nothing (verses 2-3). God examined David's innermost
thoughts and saw the sincerity of His servant's heart. Would we dare to invite
God to search our hearts or would we be afraid of what He might see?

We have proof of David's integrity in verses 3 and 4. The Psalmist could sayin
all honesty that he controlled his tongue and shunned the company of the
wicked. In this way he showed that he took seriously the word of Thy /ips. What
will God, who hears our words and sees our deeds, say to us on Judgment Day?
Do our lives match what we read in the Scriptures which for us are the lips of God?

There is another mention of God's eyes in verse 8: Keep me as the apple of the
eye. The New King James Version translates the eye as Your eye. The Hebrews
referred to the pupil as the "apple of the eye" and used this figure of speech to
express special affection. David is saying that we are precious to God. To deride
a Christian is like poking God in the eye. God feels the pain of His children who
suffer because of their love to Him (Isaiah 63:9).

The words hide me under the shadow of Thy wirzgs (verse 8) are another
reminder of God's tenderness towards us. Just as the frightened chick finds
safety and warmth under the wings of the hen, so the believer runs for shelter
into the protecting and comforting arms of God.

3. GOD'S HANDS

David's foes were powerful and frightening; they were oppressors who showed
no compassion or mercy to anyone. It was a comfort to David to realise that God



168 The Gospel Magazine r

was his mighty defender. when David writes about God's right iand (vers,el)he
is telling us that the Lord rules the universe - nothing or no one can topple Him
from His throne. He can never die! He reigns forever! one day God will punish
the wicked and reward those who serve Him (verses 13-14).

Though God is almighty, He is not a tyrant but renowned for His marvellous
lovingkindness (verse 7). God, our heavenly Father, has the tenderness of a
loving mother (Isaiah 49:15), therefore His love is unchanging and unceasing.
Tragically a mother may abandon her child, but our God will never desert
us or let us down. God displayed His love for us when His Son, Jesus christ,
died on a Roman cross to bear our sins (Romans 5:8). Nothing can snatch us
from the mighty hands of God the Father or from the nailed-pierced hands
of God the Son!

4. GOD'S FACE

Psalm l7 reaches adelightful climax in verse15: Asfor me, I will behold rhyface
in righteousness: I shall be satisJied, when I awake with rhy likeness.A repeated
theme in the Bible is that "No one can see God's face and live" (for example,
Exodus 33:20). Yet here is David telling us that he, and all believers, are going to
see God's face in heaven. we will not only see God but we shall be like Him; we
will wake from death in His likeness. The apostle John takes up this glorious
truth in I John 3:l-2. was the aged apostle, on the lonely island of patmos,
reflecting on his beloved saviour's words: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8)? There is no lasting satisfaction on earth, but
in heaven we will enjoy everlasting satisfaction as we adore God and praise
Christ for salvation. At death the body falls asleep, though the soul is present
with Christ; one day our bodies will awake and rejoin our souls in the bliss of
heaven. we ought to note David's confidence in verse l7: "r wil/behold thy
face. . .rshallbe satisfied. . . . " Davidtrusts GodbecauseHeneverbreaks His
word! "I will behold thy face in righteousness",'it is only those who aim for
holiness on earth who will feel at home in the holy world of heaven. Are you
such a person?

AN URGENT NEED
owING To ILL HEALTH our secretary, Mr. David Hughes, feels it necessary
to relinquish his work. we would ask the prayers of our readers in the
appointment of a successor.

We are looking for someone who is in agreement with our doctrinal position.
we will gladly furnish details as to the work to any of our readers who may be

interested. Please write to: Rev. Gordon Hill, 34 Morley Road, Sheringham,
Norfolk NR26 8JE.
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Studies in Second Chronicles:
Asa - the Son who Sought

God's Guidance
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

Seek the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near

ASA, THE THIRD KING over Judah, did good in the sight of God,
commanding Judah to seek the Lord God of their fathers, and to observe the law
and the commandments (2 Chronicles l4:4). Reform and victory marked the
forty-one years he ruled, although he was not perfect, and the secret behind his
reign was his willingness to seek guidance from God, and not trust in himself.
When building fortified cities he had already sought the Lord, for "he has given
us rest on every side" (2 Chronicles l4:7), and later at the battle with Ethiopia,
Asa cried to the Lord. The wise advice from Azariah the son of Oded the prophet
met immediate compliance as the idols were removed and the altar restored.
Note carefully the lifestyle of Asa, for when he sought guidance he was already
walking in the fear of the Lord, but some think that our God will guide on
demand, ignoring the way we are living; it is while we are in tune with God
He will direct us. Abraham had to leave his country to get instructions for the
future (Genesis l2:l), and as the children of Israel wandered in the desert
the ark led them to Canaan. Resistance to the Spirit of God will lead to His
withdrawing, so "Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no
understanding" (Psalm 32:8).

Asa listened and then acted, going in faith and confidence, a salutary lesson
for us seeking our Master. Jesus realised his departure would cause distress, for
they had come to rely on his counsel and wisdom, so He gave that wonderful
promise to His disciples, which has come down to us: "Howbeit when he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth". We need to stop and
take a look at ourselves, and instead of justifying our actions, humbly seek the
Lord, asking for His "auditor's" report on the state of our heart. "Search me,
O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting," said the Psalmist.
Sadly the end of Asa's life explains the folly of not always looking to God, as the
alliance he made with Syria brought distress and even revenge on the seer, the
king ending his days lame, looking to the doctors for a cure rather than the God
who had wonderfully blessed him in earlier days.
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Lord, guide our thoughts so we do not leave Thy ways
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The Sufficiency of Scripture
GEOFFR EY THOMAS (Aberystwvth)

Luke 16227-31

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST is telling us about two men who died in order that
we may know something of what the experience of death is like; how we may enjoy
the pleasures of heaven but, on the other hand, the suffering of the horrors of hL[.
That is the conscious experience of all who die. There is nopurgatory; there is no
second chance after death; there is no soul sleep; there is no limbo. There is no such
thing as annihilation of the soul, but there is judgment and then there is heaven or
hell. The Son of God is emphasising here that souls do not die as bodies do, but
after death the souls of men and women live on and are consciously, intelligintly
aware of the love of God or the wrath of God immediatelv.

This man who was suffering the torments of hell holds a conversation with
Abraham. It is with him in particular because Abraham is the father of all who
believe. God spoke to Abraham; He made great promises to Abraham, showed
him the stars and said that He would so bless him. He would give him a child in
his old age and through this child all the nations of the earth would be blessed.
He would greatly multiply his seed.

Abraham, then, becomes a real model of all who hear the word of God and
believe and are justified. All men have sinned and deserve the judgment of God
for ever, but God has provided redemption through the Messiah, Jesus christ.
Through Him all the nations of the earth are blessed with the Gospel of salvation
when they entrust themselves completely to the Son of God. At those, then,
come to the blessing of glory after death. Jesus said: ,,In my Father's house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you." He said to the dying thief who believed in Him: .;Todiy siratt ttrou be
with me in Paradise.'1 9r. day He will say to those on His right hand: ,,come ye
blessed of my Father" - "take your inheritance." This b-ggar had trusted in
the Son of God while the rich man had rejected the Son of God.

Now the first conversation of the man in hell concerned a request that he
might be relieved of his torment which was unbearable. But Abraham told him
that that was impossible; "all your lifetime you received your good things; you
were reminded of the certainty of death and judgment; you weie warnedto flee
from the wrath to come; you had been told of the mercyand longsuffering of the
grace of God; you were told to seek that mercy and find peice through the
Gospel." But after death mercy is unattainable; death fixes the destinies of mett
and women for ever, and in hell he is experiencing the justice of God and he will
do for ever. some might think that is unfair, but only God is an adequate Judge
of what sin deserves
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The rich man's condition, then, cannot change; there is no hope. There is a
great gulf fixed between those who are in the presence of Abraham, because they
lntruJted themselves, their lives and every detail of every day into the hands of a
faithful Saviour. Those who are in hell cannot cross over that impassable gulf.

There is no possibility of a change from one state to another - none whatsoever.
Abraham tells the rich man that awful fact.

The second conversation of the man in hell deals with his five brethren. These
five brothers were still in the world, so he devised a scheme by which they would
not join him there because their presence, no doubt, would make his hell five
times worse, so he devised a "plan of evangelism". Many human beings do that.
He imagines a way of delivering them from hell. The five brothers all knew the
beggar wtro lived his life at the gate of their rich brother's house. He was always
th;; - that was where his patch was - and they all knew that he had died, so
the rich man says to Abraham: "Send that man, Lazarus, from your side back to
them to show himself to them ils one raised from the dead and they will all
become believers, especially when he tells them about hell, and if he tells them
what is happening to me they will change and they will believe in God and escape
hell." fnii is the wisdom of a man in hell. That is his proposal. From that
request arises a discussion between Abraham and the man in hell. Abraham
arg.res one side and the man in hell argues the other side. Abraham is defending
thi position of those who believe in God through the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
*an in hell is defending the position of those who do not trust the Saviour and
finally perish. This argument is going on still, and it is important for us to see
what this argument consists of. We must understand the difference between
those who believe and those who do not believe and see their different
approaches to evangelism and how a person can be saved, because this is going
on, not just in the world of departed spirits, but in today's world, and you will
find yourself drawn to one side or the other. On one side there is Abraham and
all who believe as he did, and they hold to the sufficiency of the Scriptures to save
any person from hell. In verse 29 Abraham says: "They have Moses and the
prophets; let them hear them." Moses wrote the first five Books of the Bible.
there is Genesiswhich tells us that God is a personal God, an almighty God, how
and why He made the world, why the world is in the state it is. It speaks of the
great answer in the One who one day will come and bruise the serpent's head.
then in Exodus we are told of the Passover, of those for whom a lamb had died
substitutionally and the angel of death which had passed over them, and because
of the lamb that had died they were forgiven. The Book of Leviticus tells us that
"without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins". The Book of
Numbers tells us of the brazen serpent lifted up in the wilderness and if men look
on who and what it represents they will have life. The Book of Deuteronomytells
us of the covenant relationship between God and His people, God pledging
Himself to be their God and Saviour for ever and ever. "They have Moses,"
Abraham says, and the rich man's brothers had all the rest of the Old Testament
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wri-tten bythe prophets which all speak of the Lord Jesus Christ - He is there in
it all. so Abraham says, "Let them listen to them". How much more should we
listen to them who have all the New Testament too? Do you see Abraham's
argument? The Scriptures are enough to bring a man to faittr in Jesus Christ.
The Scriptures themselves are enough to save a man from hell. Then Abraham
adds this, in effect, in verse 3l: "If they do not listen to the Bible, nothing
else will convince theml nothing else will do any good, not even the spectre of I
resurrection before their very eyes."

so - the question is, Do you agree with Abraham? on the one side of the
debate, verse 27 , the man in hell says, ',Send a man back from the grave to the
world of the living to warn them", but Abraham says, ,.They havJMoses and
the prophets, let them hear them". "No," the rich -- ,"yr, ,.the Bible is not
enough." He has no confidence in the Bible. He is ruving, ,,They need
something more than the Bible if they are going to be saved from hell,'. This man
thinks that the Bible is an ineffective Book, thit you cannot expect anyone to get
serious about eternal life and flee from the wratl to come simpty by ieading ihe
Bible, or by hearing sermons from the Scriptures.

Now, this is very interesting - here the man in hell addresses Abraham
respectfully - he calls him, "Father Abraham,' and Abraham acknowledges
that and calls him "son". In other words, this man is a Jew - a member of the
old restament covenant people. He has been circumcised. He is ethnically and
outwardly a son of Abraham, and Jesus in Luke I 6 is speaking to fellow country_
men. He is addressing the Pharisees who are sneering at Him,-uerse l4: ,.And the
Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all theie things: and they derided
him." They could not imagine that they were in any dang-er of hell ai all, even
when they saw Lazarus raised from the dead they continuJd their plot to kill the
Lord Jesus christ. This rich man, then, grew up in the synagogue, memorising
the scripture, hearing it week by week. But hJneve. oulyei ii, never loved itl
found it boring, and never dreamed for a moment that he would end up in hell.
He never thought that one day there would be a great chasm fixed between
himself and Abraham. There are many like him who hear the word of Godpreached with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. Judas heard it; Ananias
heard it; Sapphira heard it; Demas heard it; Judaisers heard it - but all were lost.

Now, you see what the rich man is saying from hell - .,If the Scriptures are
the only thing that you-are going to give my brothers.Ihad tt r- - thiy did not
change me." In fact, he is saying in hell,-deep within his heart: ,,It is under_
standable that I didn't believe and that they don't believe - all we had was the
Bible. I know my brothers; I know how thiy live; I know where they are going;
the Bible is not going to touch them - men like them need something -ori!" in
effect , he is saying : " It is excusable; if only l had seen a miracle that thrilled me, I
would have believed. If a man had been raised from the dead and spoken to me,
then I would have paid attention; if I could have gone to a mieting where
amazing things happened, it would have been differint. But all lhad,-was the
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Bible. The Bible!" That is what many people say still. "You don't expect the
world to be attracted by the Bible, by preaching the Scriptures, by texts outside
chapels, and texts on railway stations, and tracts with Scriptures on them, and
memorising the Bible, and lessons from the Bible to children in Sunday School,
and camps where young people are taught the Bible, and conferences where the
Bible is proclaimed. You don't expect people to be attracted by that? We need
concerts! We need drama! We need costumes! We need bands! Then they will
come. We need superstars and celebrities to give us their testimonies - not
just the Bible alone!" But, you see, Abraham was unyielding. "The Bible is
sufficient," he said.

Now there are many religious people who argue like that man from hell. The
Roman Catholic Church says that the Bible is not enough - we must have
"Sacred Tradition" too. The Quakers say that the Bible is not enough, but there
must be an inner voice in the congregation. Modernists say Scripture itself is not
enough, it must be interpreted by "the assured results of modern criticism".
Cults say the Bible is not enough, men must obey a Book - the Book of
Mormon or the l4totchtower magazine. Many Charismatics say the Bible is not
enough - it must be authenticated by miracles and signs. All those people say
the Bible is not good enough. They say: "It's a good start, but it needs a bit of
help from us!" There is a preacher who has written that when the apostle Paul
was preaching in Athens he made a dreadful mistake and it resulted in few being
converted. Paul used wrong methods; all he did was to preach the Word of God
sensitively to the philosophers who were gathered there on Mars Hill - only a
few were converted, so Paul went to Corinth and he drastically changed his
methods and performed miracles and many were converted. That is what people
have been taught: "Unless we can do miracles then there will be no converts."
"No, Father Abraham," says the man in hell, "not the Bible alone - the Bible
plus. TheBible plus informal entertainment; the Bible plus background music.
You choose the plus; you enthuse about it; you give lectures about it and write
books about it; you can grow rich on it - "How I found the plus that helps the
Bible" - and you can hold summer schools and conferences and tell the world
the method that you discovered of compensating for the failure of the Bible.
Just like this mon in hell - he thought of a way that could make up for the
inadequacies of the Bible!

Now remember Abraham was in heaven before Moses wrote the first five
Books of the Bible. Abraham knew all about the Books of Moses and the
prophets. Abraham was there in the presence of God when the Lord gave the
Word to Moses and to the prophets. He was there when God commanded the
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of illumination to come upon Moses, Samuel, David,
Solomon, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel - he heard God and heard the
words that went out and he knew those words came from the Throne of the
Universe. They came from the lips of the living God. Abraham knew those
words and loved them - they were powerful and effectual words, just as when
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God had said, "Let-there be light" and there was light. The Almighty had
broken the silence o! h9qv9n; God has spoken to sinnirs; He has opEn.a uis
heart; God has revealed His inmost Being; He is there and He is notiilent. we
have His word. "Go-d, who at sundry times and divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom-also he made the
worlds" (Hebrews l:l-2). He is a speaking God, but now in these last days He
has spoken by His Son - the Lord from heaven, the speaking God, theprophet,
God's Final Word. The Lord Christ has said that no one knows the Fatheisave
the Son. only He has that infinite knowledge. oh! the vastness of Almighty
God. only the son knows the Father; only the Son knows Him compref,en-
sively. when at the end of His life He is praying, He is thanking the Fathei for all
the help that He has had to finish the commission that the Fathir gave Him. And
when Jesus sends His apostles into the world He gives them the Holy Spirit to
lead them into a// truth, and so provides a// that is nieded for the past 2,000 years
for the growth of the church. christ gives the Holy Spirit to theipostles as they
preach and write. when Paul acknowledges himself as an apostle he says, ,,And
then last of all to me also". Paul was the last apostle. No, we have Moies, we
have the prophets, we have the Gospels and we have the apostles. we have them
all in our language - we can hold them in our hands and *e can read them.
when John Jewel, one of the great English Reformers who became the Bishop
of salisbury, was preaching on the Scriptures he ends by rousing his congrega-
tion: "Are you a father? Have you children? Read the scriptures. are you a
king? Read the scriptures. Are you a minister? Read the Sciiptures. Has God
blessed you with wealth? Read the Scriptures. Are you a uiurer? Read the
scriptures. Are you a fornicator? Read the scripturei. Are you in adversity?
Read the Scriptures. Are you a sinner? Have you offended God? Read tire
scriptures. Do you d_espair of the mercy of God? Read the scriptures. Are you
going out of this life? Read the Scriptures."

Abraham said: "Do you want your brothers to see a miracle? your brothers
have got a miracle; they have Moses and the prophets." we have got the Gospels
and the Acts and the Letters and the Book of Revelation - they themselves are a
miracle. when I hold this Bible in my hand, I am holding in my hand a miracle. I
am holding something absolutely unique. I have something here miraculous in
its independence of thought, in the comprehension of itsiheme, its utter and
invincible confidence that it is utterly relevant today to my life, to your life.
sometimes in moments of doubt our minds must rist in ttris - ,,I have the
Blble". I have this great.In trusion, this Book that comes from another world, in
which I can hear the unique utterances of the Son of God. I have read much of
human literature at its best but I find here in this Book there is something that is
splendid, there is something absolutely unique, here is a word that knows me, a
word that describes me, that searches me, that finds me. Here is a word that
speaks to my deepest needs - words that contain concepts of unsurpassable
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grandeur, words that are invincible in their sheer originality. Every Sunday
when we meet we meet around this miracle. Every service has at its centre this
miracle - not just those red letter Sundays - not merely when the Holy Spirit
comes, convicts and moves, but every time we are gathered in the Name of the
Lord Jesus Christ this Book is in the centre of our gathering - we are meeting in
the presence of a miracle. Do you say you want a miracle and then you will
believe? Well, here is a miraclel Abraham says "No!" to miracles as the means
of saving faith, because the appointed means is the Bible.

Paul says in Romans l0: l7: ''So then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of God" - not by seeing people raised from the dead. Verse 14: "How
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard, and how shall they hear
without a preacher?" Abraham knew that this was the Divine method. So then,
you had better go to a Church where there is a man sent to preach the Word of
God. That is the means of saving anyone. Abraham knew that all the children
that were now there with him in the presence of God had been saved through the
Bible. 2 Timothy 3:14-15: "But continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of , knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and
that from a child thou has known the holy scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." God in mercy
has said: "I have as many people coming into the kingdom as the sands on the
seashore - they are all going to share heaven with Me. They are corrupted
rebels . They provoke Me dreadfully, but I will forgive their sins, and I will do this
for all who believed in Jesus Christ. And I will do it this way - by bringing My
Word to them. I will send them a Christian neighbour; I will put them in a
university and then they will meet Christian students. I will work through a
member of their family and I will bring them all to a Church where they will hear
the Word of God preached. That is the way I will rescue them from hell. They do
not have to be scholars to understand the Scriptures, but I will open their
understanding." "The testimonies of the Lord are sure, making wise the
simple." The simple can hear this message of the Gospel and understand it. It
says we deserve eternal hell because we are sinners, but Jesus, because He loved
us, died for us that we might be saved.

But then, the Scriptures are sufficient to make the man of God perfect. How
far can the Scriptures take you? They can take you to total maturity,
"thoroughly furnish you unto every good work". How do we grow and put
away childish things? How do we become mature? How do we become wise?
How do we become conformed to the image of Christ? By the Bible - that's the
way. It sanctifies and perfects what is imperfect. It thoroughly equips us for
every good work in everything God asks us to do. Every mountain God asks us to
climb, every burden God asks us to bear, every service God asks us to give, every
pressure God asks us to take, every sacrifice God asks us to make - the
Scriptures can enable us to do that by making us throughly furnished for every
single good work. They tell us how to do it, why we should do it, give us strength
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to do it, and how not to do it. The scriptures will energise and complete that
good work that God has begun in us. The Bible helps us to put away childish
things. The Bible saves us from being wimps. Men and women - it is a
supernatural blessing to have the Bible.

You remember how our Lord Jesus christ ends the sermon on the Mount. He
tells us about a wise man who built his house on a rock and the storms, winds and
floods came, and the house still stands. That man was building his life on the
teaching of the Lord Jesus and it stood. Jesus was looking forward down the
centuries, even forward to this hideous 2fth century in which we live, at all the
storms that would be hurled at little christian boys or girls; the storms of
scientific pretension, of philosophy and humanism, of materialism and fleshli-
ness, yet this little Christian who stands on the teaching of Jesus will survive any
storm. The Saviour is absolutely confident about it. The professing Church is in
a hopeless state if we think the Bible is insufficient. The Roman Catholic
cfurch, the Quakers, the Modernists, the cults, the charismatics, are
all looking for some signs and wonders. None of them is in a healthy state;
none of them is convinced about the sufficiency of Divine Truth. we have to
derive teaching and principles from the word of God and apply them to our lives
day by day.

one man was being told to listen to what Scripture was saying, verse after
verse was quoted to him, until finally he said, "Let's close the Book and listen to
the Spirit". Now that is a most immature man who is in great danger. Sometimes
"listening to the spirit" is merely listening to our hormones. on most cars there
are temperature gauges, lights and dials, and we keep our eyes on them because
they are indicating if all is well in that engine. If one starts to light up then we
know something is wrong. If the Spirit-filled scriptures come from God and
their flashing lights are insufficient to persuade and move a person to obey, then
there is no other way to warn and check a man of God. It is the man *ho is
perishing who thinks that the word of God is foolishness. psalm I 19:155 says:
"Salvation is far from the wicked: for they seek not thy statutes.,, As far as ihe
east is from the west so far is salvation from the wicked. This is the reason, for
they are not seeking God's word. They are not saying: "My life is in a mess; my
marriage is dreadful, I do not know where I am going - the years are slipping
by - I am frittering my life away - death is coming nearer and nearer - ta me
leave this city of destruction and find a place where the Bible is taught; let
me take the Book of God down from the shelf and blow the dust off it; let me
read it; let me cry mightily to God that He will show me what is in this Book; let
me go to that religious friend; let him tell me where I may find life.', But the
wicked do not do this, they are far from God's salvation because they do not seek
out God's Word.

My friends, are you cold? The nearer you get to the Bible, the warmer your
heart will be. When Cleopas and his friends had chilled hearts on the road to
Emmaus, Jesus opened up the Scriptures to them and broke bread with them
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and their hearts burned within them. Many church-goers have no realisation of
this at all. They may describe some preachers as "warm" because they are
friendly, amusing and pleasing men. They can talk to the young people about
"Manchester United" and "Home and Away" and so on, and the young people
are happy about that. Preachers can emphasise the "feel good factor" and
stroke their hearers' affections, and they come away with a warm glow. But -
are they wiser unto salvation? Are their hopes more surely anchored to the Lord
Jesus Christ? Are they submitting ever, only, all to Him as the great answer to
their sin? The rich man was an ignorant man when he lived in this world. He was
still an ignorant man in hell, and God says: "He that is ignorant let him be
ignorant still." He never faced up to the reality of the human condition. He
thought all that was needed was a miracle, some resurrection from the dead and
that then people would believe. He never acknowledged the hostility that existed
in his heart to Almighty God.

Ah! men yet say, "Who is the Lord that I should obey Him?". People do not
want the Bible because He is the Lord Jesus Christ and it is always so inconve-
nient to bow the knee to serve and follow Him. It means we must take up the
cross every day and deny ourselves and walk in His steps. That is why men do not
believe in Him - notbecause of lack of evidence, not because of the inadequacy
of the Bible, not because of no miracle workers in this century, but because zen
do not wont God. The people who saw the miracles cried "crucify Him". The
nine men who were healed of leprosy could not be bothered even to say thank
you to Him.

God has given this Word as a warning to us. Let us heed and obey His all
sufficient, Holy lltord.

Book Reviews
fohn Warburton. J. R. Broome. Gospel Standard Trust Publications. pp. 275.
Available from: 125 Roundwood Lane, Harpenden, Herts. ALs 3DD. f7.95
(postage fl.,10).

This most interesting biography of John Warburton tells us of a most remarkable
movement of the Holy Spirit in the north of Manchester, extending to Rochdale,
Stand, Whitefield and Lancashire in general. The author says: "We are not setting
up John Warburton, but the glrace of God in him." God was with him in all his
troubles and sorrows. He was able to pay off all his debts through the popularity of
his small book The Mercies of a Covenant God.

Warburton was born in Stand, five miles north of Manchester, in l776.It was an
area where Grimshaw, H. Venn, Whitefield, C. Wesley, Cowper, Newton, and
other men of the lSth century awakening, had preached. In l8l5 Warburton left
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Lancashire and became the pastor of the Baptist Church in Trowbridge, Wilt-
shire. There he became the friend of William Gadsby, who preached weekly to
1,000 people in Manchester. The violence of the Chartist movement did not
appeal to these people. Their inspiration came from men like Dr. Gill, John
Bunyan and William Cowper.

The Lord prepared His servant John Warburton by sorrow,
suffering and in prayer, as He did Luther and many others.

carefully described and so
glorious years in Welsh and

J.C.

poverty,

w.J.P.

From Religion to Christ. Peter Jeffery. Calvary press, New york. pp. EE.
The interview Jesus had with Nicodemus is the theme of this little book which
makes abundantly clear that we "must be born again". Peter Jeffery in each
of the short eleven chapters leaves no room for doubt that salvation is by
Christalone. J.C.

The Welsh Revival. Thomas Phillips. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. t4t.
Paperback. f3.95.

The author, a representative of the Bible society, wrote this rare book about the
1859 revival in wales. The origin, progress and extent of this gracious
outpouring of the Spirit of God in every part of the country and its effect on the
church, particularly the oneness of believers in christ Jesus, is highlighted.
whole communities experienced the words of Acts 1l:21: "And the hand of the
Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord."

The lasting impression to every reader will be the way in which prsyer
characterised the movement of God amongst young and old, and how the Lord
changed Churches, families, and individuals.

The origin and development of the revival is
too is the overall correctness of one of the most
Christian history.

what You Need to Know about salvation. peter Jeffery. Evangerical
Press. pp. 96. f2.95.
No book could be more clear about God's provision for the sinner than this one
by its welsh author. There are three sections: The God we have to deal with;
Man's sin and need; God's way of salvation. The book will be helpful to young
Christians and all who are seeking. J.C.

HelI on Trial. Robert A. Peterson. Distributed by Evangelical press. pp. 258.
Large paperback. f9.95.
The author of this book is a Professor of rheology at the seminary in st. Louis,
Missourri, U.S.A. Subtitled "The Case for Eternal Punishment", its chapters
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are arranged as though each was a witness, called to give evidence in court.
Called in order are: the witness of the Old Testament; the witness of Christ
according to Matthew; the witness of the other three Gospels; that of the
apostles; that of the early Church Fathers - Tertullian, who produced the first
significant body of Christian literature in Latin; Origen, who studied Hebrew
and Greek manuscripts and wrote a systematic summary of Christine doctrine,
which was later corrected by Augustine - and Aquinas, Luther and Calvin.

The modern period is represented by W. G. T. Shedd who wrote: "The
common opinion of the Ancient Church was, that the future punishment of the
impenitent wicked is endless. . . . Since the Reformation, Universalism and
Annihilationism, have been asserted by some sects, and many individuals, not
however by those who hold the cardinal doctrines of the Trinity, the Incarnation,
Redemption, and the foretold apostacy."

The rest of the book is taken up in unmasking the errors of Universal
Salvation, Annihilationism, the positive case for eternal punishment, and finally
a number of questions concerning those who never hear the Gospel. Dr. J. I.
Packer said: "At a time when the truth about hell is widely neglected, we have
here a dose of down-to-earth biblical realism that we all need." W.J.p.

Christian lWssionaries. Owen Milton. Evangelical Press of Wales. t8.00.
The author has to be commended for the way in which he has researched the lives
and ministry of thirty-three men and women who responded to God's call to the
varied challenges of the world'smission field. Each of the twenty-eight men and
five women, biographically portrayed, reveal the heroism required for the task
to which they had obeyed the commission God had given them.

Hans Eglde, Johann Gerhard Onchen, Thomas Coke, Samuel Marsden,
Jonathan Goforth are names which may be less known than David Livingstone,
Gladys Aylward and Amy Carmichael, but it is so enlightening to learn of them.

I was deeply stirred by the vivid accounts of the missionaries and whole-
heartedlycommendthebook. J.C.

Gateway to the OId Testamezf. Noel Weeks. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp.300. f5.95.

The Senior Lecturer in History at the University of Sydney gives in this paper-
back a survey of the whole Old Testament (eight short chapters); detailed studies
of Genesis (eight episodes); Exodus (nine sections); Deuteronomy (eleven
passages); followed by discussion questions in parts 2, 3 and 4. These are to
link the studies to the rest of Scripture and application of it to the Church and
the Christian.

The material "began life" in several different sermons and studies to various
congregations. The book is well produced and calls for concentrated study. g.6.
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The utimate Rescue. D. Eryl Davies. The Evangericar press. pp.27l.tj.lx,
Christ's saving work on the cross of Calvary is seen in this excellent book as the
Ultimate Rescue of Mankind from the plight of men in a sinful world society.

one notable feature in this book is that the hard words of the Gospel, the
pollution of sin, guilt, sacrifice, redemption, propitiation, justification, substi
tution, reconciliation, etc., are all carefully explained. This is sound counselling.
Also it is made clear that Christ did not die merely to make salvation possible for
us. He died to make salvation secure for the elect. Here is an effective - not a
provisional - atonement. An eternal covenant of grace was established by God
for His elect. This covenant was sealed by the blood of Christ when He procured
our salvation. In God's time the Holy Spirit is sent to each of the elect to give new
birth and bring them to faith in Christ. The Holy Spirit also indwells them to
conform them, sometimes slowly, to the likeness of christ, and prepare them
for heaven.

The harvest has been purchased, the salvation is guaranteed.
very helpful witness to all these things.

This book is a
w.J.P.

Plcase obtoh any books reviewed .or advertised from yow tocal Christian bookshop, as we regretfully arc not
in a position to supply your requirements.
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