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..THE HIDING PLACE''
(Isaiah 3222)

Hail, sov'reign lovel that first began

The scheme to rescue fallen man!

Hail, matchless, free, eternal grace,

That gave my soul a hiding place!

Against the God who rules the sky

I fought, with hand uplifted high;

Despised the mention of His grace,

Too proud to seek a hiding place!

Enwrap'd in thick Egyptian night,

And fond of darkness more than light,

Madly I ran the sinful race,

Sesure, without a hiding place!

But thus th'Eternal council ran: '

"Almighty Love, arrest that man!"

I felt the arrows of distress,

And found I had no hiding placel

A few more rolling suns at most
Will land me on fair Canaan's coast;

Where I shall sing the song of grace,

And see my glorious hiding place.

Jehoida Brewer

This hymn was first published in tfte Gospel Magazine in 1776,
sub s c rib ed " Sylve stris "

Indignant Justice stood in vrew

To Sinai's fiery mount I flew;

But Justice cried, with frowning face,
"This mountain is no hiding place!"

Ere long, an heavenly voice I heard,

And Mercy's angel-form appeared:

She led me on, with placid pace,

To Jesus as my hiding place.

Should storms of seven-fold thunder roll,

And shake the globe from pole to pole!

No flaming bolt could daunt my face,

For Jesus is my hiding place.

On Him Almighty vengeance fell,

That must have sunk a world to hell!

He bore it for the chosen race,

And thus became their hiding place.
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Editorial
THERE ARE MANY THINGS considered essential for a ship about to put to
sea - sufficient provisions, an accurate compass, etc., but nothing is perhaps
more indispensable than a stout anchor.

In early times large stones with a rope attached were used. The Greeks began
to make anchors of wrought iron so as to be able to bear the heaviest strain.
Anchor making was a responsible business - defective material and bad
workmanship could mean the loss of a ship.

What about our spiritual anchor? We cannot afford to run risks with the soul -
it is of more value than anything in the whole world. Many, it is to be feared,
have no anchor; they are continually being driven with the wind and tossed.

The anchor's purpose is to hold the vessel firmly to one place when winds and
currents would otherwise remove it. Just as the anchor prevents wreck so God
undertakes to keep His people through life's storms and trials. We need not drift
if we are anchored to Christ.

An anchor is useless unless it is connected by a cable to the ship. Only
those who by grace have laid hold of the hope set before them in the Gospel can
really say:

"We have an anchor that keeps the soul,
Steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour's love."
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"Abide with me"
A Sermon by the Editor

"But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toword evening, and
the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them" (Luke 24:29)

I WOULD LIKE just now to expound the text a little and then to relate it to that
lovely hymn by Henry Francis Lyte, "Abide with me".

Let me say a little about the hymnwriter. Personally I find it helpful to know
something of the men and women who wrote our hymns and that enables us to
appreciate more what we sing.

He was born in 1793 near Kelso in the Scottish Borders, but he was educated,
oddly enough, in lreland, first at Portora Royal School, near Enniskillen, and
then at Trinity College, Dublin. He was originally intedded for the medical
profession - that was what he was cut out for, so to speak, but God intervened
and, instead of taking up the work of the medical profession, he entered the
ministry, being ordained in the Church of lreland. He was a Curate just outside
Wexford, but spent most of his ministry in England, first as Curate of Marazion
in Cornwall and then for a considerable length of time as Vicar of Lower
Brixham in Devon. He died at Nice in 1847.

While a Curate at Marazion he underwent a spiritual change which greatly
affected him in every way and this was brought about, in God's providence,
through the illness and the death of a clergyman to whom he was greatly
attached. This was a turning point in a real sense in his ministry.

Henry Francis Lyte wrote a lot of hymns. For instance, he wrote, "God of
mercy, God of grace, Show the brightness of Thy face"; "Praise my soul the
King of Heaven, To His feet thy tribute bring"; "Pleasant are Thy courts above,
In the land of light and love"; "Jesus, I my cross have taken" - hymns that we
still sing today. But his hymn, "Abide with me", the best known, is so often
sung without people thinking of its meaning - specially when it is sung ar
football matches. It is not an evening hymn, incidentally, though it is sung
as such. It speaks, rather, of the evening of life. That, then, is the background
of the hymn.

Let us now look at the text. "They constrained him, saying, Abide with us.,'
Now this took place on the day of the resurrection and is part of the great story of
the walk to Emmaus when those two dejected disciples walked and talked
together. The bottom had dropped out of their world. The cross had seemed so
terribly final. Evil had triumphed. what a sorrowful walk it was! There was
cleopas and his unnamed companion - they felt their hopes had been blasted;
they struggled under the load of their sorrow; they reasoned about all the
things that had happened, the tragic events of the past few days - and were
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overwhelmed with grief at the loss of their best Friend. All their hopes were gone.
There was nothing to live for - the light had gone out of their lives and the cross
had turned their hearts to stone. They were rather like men who had lived
through an earthquake - they were stunned, they were shattered and they were
in a state of shock. But this was the turning point for, says Luke, "Jesus himself
drew near, and went with them". That is the turning point in any situation when
the Lord comes into it, when He takes over, when He is alongside us and helps us
and speaks His word of comfort and cheer. "Jesus himself drew near, and went
with them" and everything was changed. They did not recognise Him at the first,
but they were tremendously taken up with the Man who had j oined them on their
journey. He showed interest and sympathy and love and they were carried
captive by the Stranger's amazing knowledge, by His supreme authority and by
His burning words and how He took the Scriptures and opened them up, and
they saw things they had read in these passages before hony, many times, but
now they glowed with light and love. They became alive. "He expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." He ministered to them
from the Scriptures, beginning at Moses and all the prophets, and all too soon
they reached their destination and, says Luke, "He made as though he would
have gone further. But they constrained him." They, as it were, brought
pressure to bear upon Him: "Abide with us: for it is towards evening, and the
day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them." And they sat at what was
perhaps a frugal meal. "He took bread" and, whether it was the way He spoke
or whether they saw the nail-prints in His hands, it became clear to them who
their visitor was. "Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord."

Let us look now at Henry Francis Lyte's lovely hymn. It begins with:

"Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide."

Let me tell you this and it will help the hymn to light up. Henry Francis Lyte
was only 54 years of age, but he knew his days were numbered because he was
dying of what was then called "consumption". He knew full well that for him
the day of life was far spent and the shadows were falling around him. Death was
not to be long delayed, but he could meet it with the risen, unchangeable christ.
The eventide was gathering thick around him. what an intensely personal prayer
this is. It is the prayer of a man who is conscious of the swift passage of time and
the certainty of death, but he could meet it because of his faith in-christ. when
life reaches its eventide and the darkness deepens, what better prayer to pray
than this: "Abide with me." Henry Francis Lyte felt the need of the abiding
presence of Christ, and don't we all? I trust we all do.

Then notice this phrase: "when other helpers fail, and comforts flee." There
was a background to this because, although he ministered for so long in Lower
Brixham, there seemed to have come a difference, not on a personal level, but
some of his people went off to another place of worship and he felt it keenly,
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as any minister does. There were friends that had helped him thus far and then
went off, but he turns now to the unseen Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, who
never fails and who never forsakes, for you remember that very wonderful
promise in Hebrews l3:5: "He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee." This is true very often in our experience. It may not be in the same way as
it was with him but, when other friends fail you, here is One who never fails,the
Lord Jesus Christ. We can say with another hymnwriter:

"What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear."

"He faileth not" is His inspired Word concerning Him...,,.i l
Now notice the second verse in the hymn:

. .Swi f t to i tsc loseebbsout l i fe 's l i t t le .day. ' ' ,

It is only then that we see things as they really are, and the great realities that
alone matter. Do we not always need to put things in the light of eternity? This is
a world that is constantly changing and as it says in the hymn:

"Change and decay in all around I see."

It is true that nothing lasts for ever; this is indeed a transitory life. What an apt
description it is of life on this earth. It is constantly changing. It is in a state of
flux - a transitory life, or, to take up the words of the Apostle John, "The
fashion of this world passeth away", or in Hebrews, "Here we have no
continuing city", so Henry Francis Lyte was only reaffirming these unchange-
able truths. And there is a note of healthy realism in recognising the
changeableless of things -

"O Thou who changest not, abide with me."

Yes, things change, but here is One who does not change. "Jesus Christ, the
same, yesterday, today and for ever" (Hebrews l3:8).

Then the hymnwriter continues in verse 3:

"I need Thy presence every passing hour."

and we in our different circumstances can take up his words and make them our
very own, as it says in another hymn -

"I need Thee, O, I need Thee, every hour I need Thee."

Yes, life is not a smooth, simple and uncomplicated affair. There are trials and
dangers and temptations to face; there are tasks to be tackled, there are problems
to be resolved, there are unexpected hardships that present themselves. Life
makes many demands upon us, for at best we are frail earthly creatures. Life's
journey often is very trying. we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves and
none are so easily overcome as those who think themselves to be strong. Take,
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for instance, David in the Old Testament, and Peter in the New. We do need the
Lord's presence every passing hour, and we shall find that His grace is sufficient
for us, that "His strength is made perfect in our weakness". In every circum-
stance, in every need, He will come alongside us and He will help us and give to us
grace sufficient. So in cloud and in sunshine, He journeys alongside us on the
road of life.

Notice the last two verses and the hymn seems to reach its climax here because
the hymnwriter is facing the grim fact of death, but he is facing it in a spirit of
quiet trust and with a song of triumph. Each verse of the hymn ends with the
same words with which the hymn begins: "Abide with me." The phrase is the
key to the whole work. From start to finish it revolves around the thought of the
Lord's abiding and unfailing presence.

But notice now what he says in a bold affumation -

"I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless."

Assuredly the Lord is at hand - that is a lovely thought. Paul says in
Philippians 4:5, "The Lord is at hand" and I read somewhere that it could be
translated, "The Lord is at your elbow", and this is the truth that Henry Francis
Lyte had got hold of, that the Lord was by His side, at his hand. "Ills have no
weight." The ills of life happen to all of us and Christians are not exempt from
trouble and adversity, but the Lord overrules and controls all for His people's
good. In the 23rd Psalm David says: "Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me." Here is the
hymnwriter taking up the Psalmist's words and making them his very own, and
in proportion as our faith in Christ is strong our fear will be overcome. "Ills have
no weight, and tears no bitterness." We cannot hope to escape tears when
bereavement comes to us. Indeed, we should be less than human if we did not
weep at such times. There is a most moving verse in St. John's Gospel (11:35). It
is the shortest verse in the Bible and says, "Jesus wept" , and so has many a
strong man since. Our tears, though real - and they are real at such times - ame
xitt ut tte bittemness s eesgaimK Paun sgeauing in I qtessan nians 4 sabs- ie
s mm x n t as those without hope", because we have a hope which enables us to
look beyond the grave and say with triumphant conviction, "Oh death, where is
thy sting? Oh grave, where is thy victory". And Henry Frances Lyte had a firm
faith in the risen Lord. The Christ of the Emmaus Road, to whom the disciples
said, "Abide with us", was the Christ who had died for sins, who had conquered
death and is alive for evermore, and it is those who share this faith who can say,
"I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against that day" (2 Timothy l:12). And so
the hymnwriter could say: "I triumph still, if Thou abide with me."

Now to the last verse:

"Hold Thou Thy Cross before my closing eyes;
Shine though the gloom, and point me to the skies."
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Notice now he comes back to the central truth of the Gospel, the finished work
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He wants to be reminded at the last of what Christ has
done for him on the cross, making a way back to God from the dark paths of sin
and all the blessing that means to him. There is the natural shrinking from death,
but he was sure that he was resting on the finished work of Christ.

It is important to notice that he was not thinking of a crucifix being held before
his eyes on his death bed. Not at all. He was too much of an evangelical clergyman
for that, but he was asking that he might have a vision of the crucified Saviour
prominently before his eyes, the saviour whose blood had atoned for him.

"Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies."
There is that wonderful promise of the Lord where He says: "I am the light of

the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life" (John 8:12). Actually in the original, Henry Frances Lyte wrote
in this line -

"Speak through the gloom and point me to the skies.,'
He was asking for more than a gleam of light amid the darkness of death. He

prayed that he might hear the Lord's voice speaking a word of comfort to his
soul, that he might hear the Lord calling him home at last. And with what
magnificent lines the hymn closes:

"Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee."
For the christian death is but the dawning of eternal day. It is a passing from

the shadowy things of life to the glories of heaven. what a wonderful phrase
it is - "Heaven's morning breaks."

None of us knows when that call will come. Meantime, we can only pray as did
Henry Francis Lyte:

"In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.,'
what a wonderful hymn when you sing it thoughtfully and enter into its

sentiments and enter into its biblical and spiritual truth and sing it and mean it
from the heart. There mustbe apersonal level to our religion. we must come to
the Lord as individuals and we must seek to sing this from the heart. 

M.H.

"I hear my Master's voice," said a highly favoured servant of God in the
moment of his departure. Perhaps a loud voice, a glorious distinguishable voice
to him that is called, when no stander-by is at all conscious of the sound. Hence
another said, when he was dying, "I shall change my place but not my
company". Jesus, Master, in that hour be it my happiness to say: "Let me hear
Thy voice, let me see Thy countenance; for sweet is Thy voice, and rhy
countenance is comely.' 

Dr. Robert Hawker
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

MEANING OF A CROSS
WHEN wE sEE a cross like this X on a piece of paper, it can have several
different meanings.

when your teacher gives you some arithmetic to do in yourwork book, she
marks it. If you see a cross X on your page that tells you that you have made
a mistake.

That'cross means, ttYou are wrong".
If you send your friend a letter or a birthday card you sometimes put a cross X

after your signature, meaning a kiss.
That cross means, "I love you".
People over l8 years of age are allowed to vote for a Member of Parliament in

the election. The voting paper lists all the candidates' names. The voter then puts
a cross X beside the name of the person that he chooses as M.p.

The cross X there means, "I choose this person".
These three meanings of the cross X can remind us of different lessons that

God is teaching in His word. Paul speaks about another type of cross - the
cross of christ - this is the centre of the Gospel message. "God forbid that I
should glory, " he said, "save in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ. " It is because
of christ's death on the cross that Paul and every preacher has the message of
hope for a sinful world.

The Gospel tells us, "You are wrong". we are all sinners. "For all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).

But the message does not end there. Throughout the Bible, God sends this
message, "I love you". God is love. "Herein is love, not that we loved God. but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation (sacrifice) for our sins"
(l  John 4:10).

A choice has to be made too. "choose you this day whom you will serve . . .
but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord,;' said Joshua.

How good to be like the Psalmist and say, "I have chosen the way of truth"
(Psalm l19:30).

The only way of truth is the Lord Jesus. He said Himself, ,,I am the way, the
truth, and the life". God urges us in His word to "choose life" (Deuteronomy
30: l9). If we make choice of Jesus we will never be disappointed.

The reason we make the choice of Jesus is that He has first made choice of
us - not because of any good thing in us, but "out of his mere good pleasure".
"Ye have not chosen me," said Jesus to His people, ..but I have chosen you,'
(John l5:16).

r5 l
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PUZZLE

The message of the cross is central to the Gospel. Find the missing words from
the following verses. The answers spell out CROSS.

l. God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is
Galatians 6.

unto me and I unto the world.

2. And that he might
cross. Ephesians 2.

both unto God in one body by the

3. He (Jesus) humbled himself and became unto death,
even the death of the cross (Philippians 2).

4. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are it is the power of God. I Corinthians l.

5. Who for the joy that was set before him (Jesus) endured the cross, despising
the and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God. Hebrews 12.

"A FuIl, Perfect, and Sufficient
Sacr i f i ce . .o "

DAVID N.  SAMUEL , . . ' .
(Dr. Samuel is the Presiding Bishop of the Church of England (Continuing))

"Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed"

(I Peter 2:24)

WE FIND CERTAIN TEXTS in Scripture which encapsulate a whole world of
truth. They are multum in pamo; they contain a great deal in a small compass.
Such is this text. It opens up to us this deep and aweful subject of the sufferings
of christ, but in such a way as to admit us to the very heart of it. It is a door and it
stands open if we will enter reverently and believingly.

First, it tells us that the sacrificial death of Christ was a unique and special work,
peculiar to Him alone
This is clear from the great emphasis that is laid upon the Person of Christ.
"Who his own self," that is, no other, and "in his own body". This emphasis
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makes it clear that the work of redemption was something special to Christ
Himself. No other could do it, no other could share in it, either before or after.

No one else could do it before our Lord came into the world. Before Christ
came many sacrifices were offered. The priests of the Old Testament were
continually engaged in this business, in offering animal sacrifices according to
the law of Moses, but "they could not make the comers thereunto perfect".
They had no power or efficacy to take away sins and to purify the conscience.
"For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins." That stands to reason, for an animal is no real substitute for a man. It
cannot really take his place. Such sacrifices as these were only types and
shadows. They were an anticipation of what was yet to come. The real
substitute, the real sacrifice had yet to appear. "Wherefore when he cometh into
the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering for sin thou wouldest not, but a body
hast thou prepared me: in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no
pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in thevolume of the book it is written of me),
to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt
offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst thou pleasure
therein; which are offered by the law; then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O
God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. By the which
will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for
all" (Hebrews l0:5-10).

This was a unique sacrifice that Christ alone could offer in His body upon the
cross. The body specially prepared for him - "conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary". C. H. Spurgeon says of this passage: "Notice the
glorious 'I', 'Lo, I come'. Have you ever seen people engaged in a work they did
not understand and could not do, muddling away at it, making matters worse? A
first rate worker is sent for. See the man come who understands the business, He
says, 'Let me come, stand out of the way'. There is no egotism in that. He knows
what he is about. He alone is equipped to do it. 'When he bringeth the first
begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.' He
alone can do this work, it is special and unique to Himself."

And none can do it after Him. It may seem surprising that when a special and
unique work is done, that men should think of "improving" it or adding to it.
But such is the presumption of man that he thinks he can. Gradually there grew
up in the Church the idea that the sacrifice of Christ needed to be perpetuated
and repeated, and that it was the work of the priest to do this. Every eucharist or
mass was a fresh sacrifice of Christ. By the words of the priest Christ was
brought down from heaven incarnate again, immolated upon the altar and
offered up as a sacrifice propitiatory for sins. I do not think that people today
fully appreciate that this is still the teaching of the Church of Rome and of those
who imitate her on this subject. They think it is an exaggeration. But consider
these words by an authority on the matter in the Church of Rome:
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"The priests have the power to consecrate . . . to make present the Body of
the Lord with the precious Blood, with his entire Manhood and his
Godhead under the form of bread and wine. . . . Once did Mary bring the
divine Child into the world. But, lo! the priest does this not once, but
hundreds and thousands of times as often as he celebrates. But do they
make the Body and Blood of the Lord merely present? No, they sacrifice;
they offer the sacrifice to the heavenly Father. It is the same sacrifice that
Christ made by shedding his Blood on Calvary."

But what saith the Scriptures? "Who his own self bare our sins in his own
body on the tree." Again, "When he had by himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high". And again, "Where remission of
these is, there is no more offering for sin". The teaching of Scripture is clear, our
Lord accomplished our redemption by Himself, once for all, without the
assistance of Church or priest, and that redemption cannot be repeated or added
to in any way at all. This is a unique work peculiar to Christ alone. None can
share in it or assist in it.

The Church is spoken of in Scripture as the "body of Christ". But do not be
confused. Our Lord suffered in His natural body, in His humanity;the Church
is His mystical body. Only the sufferings of His natural body are redemptive and
take away sin, not the sufferings of His mystical body, the Church. The Church
can add nothing to the redemption that Christ has accomplished in His natural
body on the cross. It is for the Church simply and thankfully, by faith, to receive
what christ has done, and to declare it for the salvation of men. To the church
is given the great commission to preach the Gospel of the finished work of
Christ - to say, like the servants in the parable, sent out at supper time, "Come,
for all things are now ready". They were not sent out before supper time, but
when all things were prepared and ready.

Secondly, our text tells us what this work was, which our Saviour did
It was to bear our sins, to bear them away. By bearing or carrying them, He takes
them away. Here we must recall what happened in the old Testament to the
animal sacrifices, which were types and shadows of Christ, the sacrificial Lamb
of God. These types and shadows he fulfilled. He is the substance and reality of
them. The sins of the people were symbolically laid on the victim. They
confessed their sins over it, and laid their hands upon it. Their sins were thus
transferred, as it were, to the sacrificial victim, and then the animal by being
sacrificed carried them away.

Now the Lord Jesus Christ came to do this very thing: "Behold, the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world," who bears them and carries them
out of the way. And the same idea is present in our text, "who his own self bare
our sins in his own body on the tree". He lifted them up and carried them in His
own body on the cross, where He did away with them forever. He did this not
symbolically, but really and truly.



The Gospel Magozine 155

But how could He do this? How could one person answer for the sins of others
and atone for them? Supposing there were but one innocent person in the history
of the world, he could only answer for himself. He could not answer for anybody
else. "Though Moses and Daniel stood before me," says God in the book of
Jeremiah, "yet my mind could not be toward this people." Moses and Daniel
were specially righteous, though not perfect, yet they could not atone for or save
the people of Israel. Again we read in Ezekiel: "Though these three men, Noah,
Daniel and Job were in (the land), they should deliver but their own souls by their
righteousness." So how could one person answer for the sins of others? The
answer is, because Jesus Christ was not merely a man, but a divine Person. "In
him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." "God was manifest in the
flesh." As the hymnwriter has put it -

"Our God contracted to a span,
Incomprehensibly made man. "

You see what this means: His sacrifice and death were of infinite worth and
value. The union of the two natures in one Person made it so. He died on the
cross not as a mere man, but as the only Son of God, the Lord of Glory. It was
God's blood that was shed on the cross, as Paul tells the Ephesian elders in Acts:
"Feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood."

This sacrificial death was sufficient for all. "If any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propitiation
for our sins: and not for our's only, but also forthe sinsof thewholeworld." His
death is sufficient for all, but is efficacious only for the elect, only for those who
believe. And it is sufficient also for all manner of sins. "The blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin." Jesus said: "All manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men." What is that? What is the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost? It is unbelief. If you do not believe then you shall not be
forgiven. But if you believe, all manner of sins are forgiven and cleansed by the
blood of Christ. "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool."

God laid all our sins on Christ, for He alone could bear them and carry them
away. Isaiah says, "The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all", or as the
margin reads, "made the iniquity of us all to meet on him". All our sins were
gathered together and visited upon His head. Like the rays of some baleful sun
focussed upon one spot by a magnifying glass. Or like storm clouds gathering
together in one place, rolling up from different parts of the sky to meet in one
place and break in a great storm upon that one spot. Such is the significance of
Calvary, of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. "Now," said Jesus, "is the
judgment of this world." There once for all our sins were punished and put
away. Do you see this? Can you say -
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"I lay my sins on Jesus,
The spotless Lamb of God;
He took them all and freed me
From the accursed load."

Finally, the result of this is that we should die unto sin and live unto righteousness
The cross sets the believer free for righteousness. Christ has once for all
answered for his sins. They have been put away, the condemnation has been
removed. "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our
transgressions from us." "There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus." So the believer is saved and secure, and therefore he
is free to live for God and His glory.

He is no longer under the servitude of the law, seekiqg to satisfy its demands
and thereby earn his salvation. That has been done for him by Christ, he is now
free to live for God. This is how James Hervey, who was a friend of George
Whitefield, put it when he came to understand more fully what Christ had
done for him:

"I now begin to see I have been labouring in the fire, and wearying myself for
very vanity, while I have attempted to establish my own righteousness. . . .
My schemes are altered. I now desire to work in my blessed Master's
service, not for life, but from life and salvation. I would study to please
Him in righteousness and holiness all the days of my life."

What a change! "My schemes are altered." He had not seen things like that
before. He had thought that as a believer he still had to satisfy the law. Many
people do, but they are not wholly free. However, the Son can make us free, and''if the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed". This is how the Apostle
Paul puts it. He says to believers, consider how that Christ died once and for all
and rose again. "Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield your
members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God. "

That is how the christian is to think and act now. The debt is paid, the account
is settled, full redemption is accomplished. The believer rests in this and lives not
for life, but from life and salvation. That is the great difference that Christ
makes. The believer now lives for God, not out of slavish fear, not to earn his
salvation, but from the spirit of adoption and sonship, from gratitude and
thanksgiving for the mercy of God.

How does Paul conclude his great epistle to the Romans? Having set out the
nature and implications of justification by faith in Christ, he says: "I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
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living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service,"
that is, your fitting response to all that has been done for you by your Saviour
Christ and by the loving mercy of God.

To conclude: The Lord Jesus Christ performed a unique and special work of
redemption on the cross. No other could do it. None can repeat it, or add to it, or
reiterate it. It stands for all time. It is a work which bears away the sins of the
world, our sins, taking them altogether out of the way. It frees us who believe
from all condemnation by the law. He took the "handwriting of ordinances
(that is, the claim of the law) that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross". Thus, says Paul, He "blotted it
out", He cancelled the bill of the law and discharged the debtors.

He did this that He might set us free for righteousness, that we might "die
unto sin and live unto righteousness". We have no reason any longer to serve sin,
but every reason to love God and to serve Him. "Pardoned, healed, restored,
forgiven, who like thee His praise should sing?"

Studies in Seconffihronicles:
Uznah - the Disobedient Son who

Became a Leper
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

There came a leper and worchipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst
make meclean. And Jesusputforth hishond, and touched him, saying,Iwill; be

thou clean. And immediately his leprosy wos cleansed.

IT IS TRAGIC when a man has a long and distinguished career to see him fall
into sin, but such was the case with Judah's lfth king, lJzziah.It was in the time
of Isaiah the prophet that he began his reign after his father Amaziah's
assassination, around 767 BC. Historians tell us he may have acted as regent
from 791 BC when his father was in prison (2 Chronicles25:23),thus making his
reign 52 years (2 Chronicles 26:3). He had seen the way his father ruled in Judah
and the foolish defeat at Beth Shemesh, and he ruled well for about 40 years, but
in 750 BC he violated the temple law, burning incense before the Lord, a service
only the sons of Aaron could perform.

In the law of Moses the ministry of the Levites declares that any intruder to
that position is to be put to death: "And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons,
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and they shall wait on their priest's office: and the stranger that cometh nigh
shall be put to death" (Numbers 3:10). Uzziah's punishment was leprosy, not
immediate death, isolating him in a private house until he died. The man who
strengthened the kingdom, building a fortress at Kadesh Barnea, ended his days
weak and ineffective, and so it has always been since Adam sinned bringing
death on the human race. A man soon loses his strength when sin (leprosy) takes
hold and always results in death. There is a tradition among the Jews that an
earthquake occurred at that moment in Uzziah's life, mentioned by Amos and
Zechariah. Later discoveries reveal he was reburied in Jerusalem, according to a
stone slab bearing his name.

The message of the Gospel is that sin (leprosy) can be forgiven (healed) as
Jesus interposes with His precious blood. Naaman humbled himself and
received forgiveness, cured ofhis disease, but Gehazi, the prophet's servant, did
not and had the plague to his grave.

Come to me, says Christ, all who labourtand I witt give you rest

The Celtic Church
J. C. BATMFORTH (Southport)

"God, who ot sundry times and in diverc monners spake in time past unto the
fothers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his son,
whom he hath appointed heir of oll things, by whom olso he made the

worlds" (Hebrews I : I-2)

THE EPISTLE To rHE HEBREWS opens with this tremendous declaration,
and speaks of the one who is the only Head of the church, our great High priest.
His church, having a divinely appointed priesthood, has been given the divine
imperative to "go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature",
together with the promise of His presence and power.

Any church which denies the sole Headship of christ and the priesthood of
all born again, saved and sanctified believers is no part of the true Church which
is the body of Christ.

The celtic church had its beginning in the lst century AD. Soldiers,
governors, civil servants and merchants came to Britain from Rome and
amongst them were those that had experienced the new birth in christ. It is
possible that there were those who had seen and heard the Good News from the
beloved Apostle Paul, who was the true human founder of the church in Rome
in about AD 60. (There is no evidence that the Apostle Peter ever left Palestine.)
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That the true Gospel of Christ was preached with signs following is evidenced
by two lst century martyrdoms which took place in Southern Britain in the reign
of the Emperor Diocletian in his attempt to stamp out christianity. Alban was a
Roman soldier, converted whilst serving at verulamium (st. Albans) who, on
being given the choice of denying his Saviour and worshipping the emperor,
chose to reject the latter and was beheaded.

At about the same time, the I 4-year-old son of a highly placed Roman o fficial,
named Pancras, made the same decision and sealed his testimony with his blood
in what is now the Borough of St. Pancras.

"The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church" and in spite of intense
opposition the church spread rapidly amongst the indigenous celtic people of
Southern Britain from the lst century onwards.

In about the year AD 426 a Welsh scholar named Patricius was seized by Irish
pirates whilst sailing in the Severn Estuary and immediately enslaved and
conveyed to lreland. There were no towns or cities in the Ireland of that period,
the population consisted of warring clans living in mud-walled villages and
always in a state of unrest. Escaping from the island after several years of
slavery, Patrick became deeply concerned to return to his former captors to
bring them the Good News of the power of christ to forgive sins and to change
lives. And in AD 432he returned to Ireland.

Patrick fearlessly evangelised the Irish clans, many of whom came to love him
and then to love his Saviour. Thus was Ireland transformed, under the power of
the Holy Spirit, from being a land of strife to a land of saints and scholars.

From Ireland teachers and evangelists sailed across the Irish Sea to found the
celtic abbey of Iona and from there to evangelise the picts of Dalriada and
strathclyde - amongst the most famous of these were the saintly columba
("The Dove"), the royal Aidan, and Columba's successor Adamnan.

The Highlands, central Scotland and Northumberland thus came under the
sound of the Gospel which spread as far south as North yorkshire. This led to
the establishing of a strong Celtic Church covering every part of the British Isles,

From the middle of the 5th century the withdrawal of the Roman legions led to
the invasion of Southern Britain by hordes of Teutonic, Angles, Saxons, Jutes,
Danes and Norsemen. Many thousands of Celtic Christians were massacred or
driven into the welsh mountains or the Devon/cornish Peninsula, some
escaping into the Breton Peninsula.

Toward the end of the 6th centurythe Saxon king of Kent, Ethelbert, married
a Roman Catholic French princess and it is very likely that "Pope" Gregory,
hearing of this, saw his opportunity to impose his authority over Southern
England and to establish the Roman church in Britain. In AD 597 the great
Columba died and later that same year Augustine of Rome travelled to England
with his forty monks and landed in Kent. A form of "conversion" of King
Ethelbert took place, consisting of monkish prayers and the sprinkling of "holy
water" and thus was the kingdom of Kent "converted" to Romanism.
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Augustine of Rome died in AD 604 and it is believed that he was morally
responsible for the massacre of hundreds of Celtic Christians in the Welsh
Borders at the hands of the "sprinkled" Saxons.

The conflict between the Celtic Church and Rome reached its climax in AD 604
where, at the Celtic abbey of St. Hilda, the Synod of Whitby took place and with
pressure from the Roman clerics, aided by the Saxon king of Northumbria,
Oswy, the Celtic Church leaders submitted to the authority of Rome.

The question is asked, Why did the Roman apostitsy triumph over the Celtic
Church in AD 604? The answer must be that the individualistic and loosely
organised Celtic Church was no match for the oppressive power structure of the
Church of Rome, based as it was on the imperial law and order of the now largely
defunct Roman Empire. The contention over the differing dates of Easter and
the silly dispute over the clerical tonsure was of secondary importance.

Those sections of the Celtic Church which refused to submit to Rome
withdrew into the mountain fastnesses of the Celtic west and gradually
disappeared. Thus settled over the British Isles and the whole of Europe that
period known - even to secular writers - as the Dark Ages.

Post Tenebras Lux (After Darkness Light)
During this period of spiritual darkness our gracious God raised up men like the
saintly King Alfred, and others less well known, to keep alive the spark of true
religion. In 1382 Wycliffe began his translation of the sacred Scriptures into
English, sending out his "poor preachers" to proclaim the glorious Gospel of
Christ to a benighted nation. The spark became a blaze,leading on to the
"Glorious Reformation" of the l6th century, when men and nations were
delivered from the thraldom of popery.

The Scriptures were reintroduced into worship, revealing the finished work of
the Lord Jesus Christ as the only remedy for sin and for the obtaining of
everlasting life by grace alone, through faith alone.

A Letter by James Hervey
..ON THE BENEFITS OF AFFLICTIONS''

Weston-Favel

Dear Sir, 
December 1747

I truly commiserate your variegated calamity; and heartily wish I could suggest
any thing, which might be the means of administering some ease to your afflicted
mind, and of assisting you to reap ample benefit from your distressed situation.
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You well know, that all afflictions, of what kind soever, proceed from God. ,.I
form the light, and create darkness; I make peace, and create evil; I the Lord do
all these things" (Isaiah 45:7). They spring not from the dust; are not the effects
of a random-chance, but the appointment of an all-wise, all-foreseeing God,
who intends them all for the good of His creatures. This, I think, is the funda-
mental argument for resignation, and the grand source of comfort. This should
be our first reflection, and our sovereign support. He that gave me my being, and
gave His own Son for my redemption, He has assigned me this suffering. what
He ordains, who is boundless love, must be good: what He ordains, who is
unerring wisdom, must be proper.

This reconciled Eli to the severest doom that ever was denounced: It is the
Lord; and though grievous to human nature, much more grievous to parental
affection, yet it is unquestionably the best; therefore I humbly acquiesce, I kiss
the awful decree, and say from my very soul, "let him do what seemeth good"
( l  Samuel3:18) .

This calmed the sorrows of Job, under all his unparallelled distresses: The
Lord gave me affluence and prosperity; the Lord has taken all away: rapacious
hands and warring elements were only His instruments; therefore I submit, I
adore, I bless His holy name.

This consolation fortified the man Christ Jesus, at the approach of His
inconceivably bitter agonies: The cup, which, not my implacable enemies, but
my Father, by their administration, has given me, shall I not drink it? It is your
Father, dear Sir, your heavenly Father, who loves you with an everlasting love,
that has mingled some gall with your portion in life. Sensible of the beneficient
hand, from which the visitation comes, may you always bow your head in
patient submission; and acknowledge, with the excellent but afflicted monarch
Hezekiah, "Good is the word of the Lord concerning me" (2 Kings 20:19).

All afflictions are designed for blessings; to do us good at the latter end,
however, they may cross our desires, or disquiet our minds at present. "Happy
(says the Spirit of inspiration, and not wretched) is the man whom God
correcteth" (Job 5:17); and for this reason, because His merciful chastenings,
though notjoyous but grievous, yield the "peaceable fruit ofrighteousness unto
them that are exercised thereby" (Hebrews l2:ll). God's ways are not as our
ways. The children whom we love, we are apt to treat with all the soft blandish-
ments, and fond caresses or profuse indulgence; and too, too often cocker them
to their hurt, if not to their ruin. But the Father of spirits is wise in His love, and
out of kindness severe. Therefore it is said, "Whom he loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth" (Hebrews 13:6). Would you not, dear
Sir, be a child of that everlasting Father, whose favour is better than life?
Affliction is one sign of your adoption to this inestimable relation - Would you
not be an heir of the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not
away? Affliction is your path to this blissful patrimony. "Through much
tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Acts 14:22). Would
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you not be made like your ever-blessed and amiable Redeemer? He was a man of
sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and every disciple must expect to be as
his master.

Perhaps, you may think your affliction peculiarly calamitous; and that if it
had been of some other kind, you could more cheerfully submit, more easily
bear it. But you are in the hands of an all-wise Physician, who joins to the bowels
of infinite love, the discernment of infinite wisdom. He cannot mistake your
case. He sees into remotest events; and, though He varies His remedies, always
prescribes with the exactest propriety to every one's particular state. Assure
yourself, therefore, the visitation which He appoints, is the very properest recipe
in the dispensatory of heaven. Any other would have been less to convey saving
health to your immortal part, and less subservient to your enjoyment of the
temporal blessings, which may, perhaps, be yet in store for you.

should you inquire what benefits accrue from afflictions? Many and
precious. They tend to wean us from the world. When our paths are strewed with
roses, when nothing but music and odours float around, how apt are we to be
enamoured with our present condition, and forget the crown of glory, forget
Jesus and everlasting ages. But affliction, with a faithful though harsh voiie,
rouses us from the sweet delusion. Affliction warns our hearts to rise and depart
from these inferior delights, because here is not our rest. True and lasting joys
are not here to be found. The sweeping tempest, and the beating surge, teach the
mariner to prize the haven, where undisturbed repose waits his ariival. In like
manner, disappointments, vexations, anxieties, crosses, teach us-to long for
those happy mansions, where all tears will be wiped away from the eyes
(Revelation 2l:4); all anguish banished from the mind; and nothing, nothing
subsist, but the fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore.

Afflictions tend to bring us to Christ. Christ has unspeakable and everlasting
blessings to bestow - such as the world can neither give, nor take away; such ai
are sufficient to pour that oil of gladness into our souls, which will swim above
the waves of any earthly tribulation. But are we not, dear Sir, are we not most
unhappily indolent and inattentive to these blessings, in the gay hours of an
uninterrupted prosperity? It is very observable, that scarce any made application
to our divine Redeemer, in the days of His abode with us, but the c-hildren of
affliction. The same spirit of supineness still possesses mankind . We undervalue,
we disregard the Lord Jesus, and the unspeakable privileges of His Gospel, while
all proceeds smoothly, and nothing occurs to discompose the tenor of our
tranquillity. But when misfortunes harass our circumstances, or sorrows
oppress our minds; then we are willing, we are glad, we are earnest, to find
rest in Christ.

In christ Jesus there is pardon of sins. Sin is a burden, incomparably sorer
than any other distress. Sin would sink us into the depths of eternal ruin, and
transfix us with the agonies of endless despair. But Christ has, at the price of His
very life, purchased pardon for all that fly to Him. He has borne ihe guilt of
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their sins in His own body on the tree (l Peter 2:?A). Have they deserved
condemnation? He has sustained it in their stead. Are they obnoxious to the
wrath of God? He has endured it, as their substitute; He has made satisfaction,
complete satisfaction for all their iniquities (Romans 3:25-26). So thar justice
itself, the most rigorous injustice, can demand no more. oh! that distresses may
prompt us to prize this mercy! may incite us to desire ardently this blessedness!
Then it will be good for us to have been afflicted (Psalm I 19:71).

Christ has obtained for us the gift of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3:2)to sanctify
our hearts, and renew our natures. An unrenewed carnal mind. is ten thousand
times more to be dreaded, than any external calamities. And nothing can cure us
of this most deadly disease, but the sanctification of the Spirit. This divine Spirit
alone is able to put the fear of God in our souls, and awaken the love of God in
our hearts (Jeremiah 32:40\. His influences suggest such awful and amiable
thoughts to our minds, as will be productive of these Christian graces. This
sacred principle subdues our corruptions, and conforms us to our blessed
Redeemer's image. How is this best gift of heaven disesteemed by the darlings of
the world, who have nothing to vex them. But how precious is it, how desirable,
to the heirs of sorrow! They breathe after it, as the thirsty hart panteth for the
waterbrooks. They cannot be satisfied without its enlightening, purifying,
cheering communications. This is all their request, and all their relief, "that the
Spirit of Christ may dwell in their hearts" (Romans 8:9), may enable them to
"possess their souls in patience" (Luke 2l:19), and derive never-ending good
from momentary evils.

Before I close these lines, permit me to recommend one expedient, which yet is
not mine, but the advice of an inspired apostle: "If any be afflicted, let him
pray." Dear Sir, fly to God in all your adversity, pour out your complaints
before Him in humble supplication, and shew Him your trouble (Psalm 142:2).
When I am in heaviness, says a holy sufferer, I will think upon God (psalm 6l:2),
His omnipotent power, His unbounded goodness, whose ear is ever open to
receive the cry of the afflicted. when the psalmist was distressed on every side,
without were fightings, within were fears, the throne of grace was the place of his
refuge; "I give myself to prayer" (Psalm 109:4) was his declaration. This
method, we read, Hannah took, and you cannot but remember the happy issue
(l Samuel l:10). Let me intreat you to imitate these excellent examples;
frequently bend your knees, and more frequently lift up your heart, to the
Father of mercies, and God of all consolation; not doubting, but that
through the merits of His dear Son, through the intercession of your
compassionate High Priest, He will hear your petitions, will comfort you under
all your tribulations, and make them all work together for your infinite and
eternal good.

In the mean time, I shall not cease to pray, that the God of all power and grace
may vouchsafe to bless lftese considerations, and render them as balm to your
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aching heart, and as food to the divine life in your mind. I am, dear Sir, with
much esteem, compassion, and respect, ..

Your very sincere well-wisher,

JAMES HERVEY

(Copiedfron ACollection of Lettersbythelate Reverend James Hervey, A.M.,
Rector of Weston-Flavel in Northamptonshire, 1807, pages 57-62.)

Joseph Scriven's Friend in Sorrow
STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

"HOW CAN I COMFORT my sorrowing mother back home in lreland?"
Joseph Scriven asked himself. Then he had an idea: "Write a poem and send it to
her." Years later, Scriven, a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, living in
Canada, fell seriously ill. A friend who came to keep him company somehow
discovered the poem which Scriven wrote for his mother in 1855, though he had
no intention of showing it to anyone else.

"This is a lovely poem; why did you write it?" his companion asked as he read
the first verse:

"What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer."

As Scriven thought back to his widowed mother's sadness perhaps he recalled
painful experiences in his own life. How his heart broke and his tears flowed s
when his wife-to-be drowned the day before their planned wedding. In that
bereavement he drew strength from Jesus Christ, his unfailing Friend, who t
shares the sorrows of His people. Grief taught him "to take everything to God in ot
prayer". Did his eyes fill up when he wrote -

"Can we find a friend so faithful
Who will all our sorrows share"?

Givingupambitionsof amilitarycareer, becauseof ill-health, the25-year-old
Scriven set sail for Canada in 1845, hoping for a happier life, but once again
hopes of marriage were dashed when his second fiancee died following a brief
illness. Scriven overcame loneliness, and the temptation to bitterness, by caring



The Gospel Magazine

for the needs of the disabled and the deprived, as well as preaching among the
Christian Brethren in Ontario.

As far as we know, Joseph Scriven's hymn first appeared in a hymn book in
1865; a year later he died, aged sixty-six, at Port Hope, which overlooks Lake
Ontario. A monument stands at Port Hope, a tribute to his untiring work
for the poor.

His only hymn became famous and loved throughout the world. The story
behind Scriven's hymn came to light in 1906 when Ira Sankey (1840-1908)
published his autobiography, My Life and Sacred Songs. Ira Sankey, the Gospel
singer, joined Dwight Moody (1837-1899), the evangelist, in 1870. Both men
visited Britain for evangelistic missions in 1873 and 1883.

"What a Friend" is usually sang to "Converse", named after its composer,
Charles Converse (1832-1918), a friend of Franz Liszt and Louis Sphor, who
studied music in Germany and later became a successful lawyer. Joseph
Medicott Scriven's sad life and delightful hymn remind us of Solomon's words:
"There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother" (Proverbs l8:?A).

The Fear of Death Removed
PAUL BROWN (Dunstable, Beds)

Hebrews 2:11-15

IN THE EARLIER PART of this chapter the writer deals with thevision r"t i.t
Christians have by faith. "We see Jesus, crowned with glory and honour"
(verse 9). We look beyond life as it appears to us. We are enabled to look beyond
our difficulties and the sufferings which sometimes come to us as Christians and
see Jesus crowned with glory and honour. That is the experience of Christian
people. Notice also verse 10, where it speaks of "bringing many sons unto
glory". This is what Jesus Christ is doing. He came into this world, and now He
has gone to glory Himself, and all those who are joined to Him by faith will go
there to be with Him. "We see Jesus crowned with glory and honour" is the
pledge and guarantee that all the many sons who belong to Him will one day be
there as well.

This section comes to a climax with verses 14 and 15: "Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage." These are remarkable words which we need to lay
hold of by faith. Jesus Christ, by dying, has destroyed the one who had the
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power of death, the devil. For believers the fear of death has been taken away.
What lies before the Christian now is glory. Jesus Christ has come; He has died;
He has paid the price for our sins; He is now crowned with glory and honour in
heaven. For all who trust in Him, the fear of death is taken away, because death
means going to be with Him in glory. So Paul can write like this in Philippians
l:21-23: "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh,
this is the fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far
better." Philip Hughes, inhis Commentory on Hebrews, says: "Our author is
not indulging in theological speculation; he is expressing the experience common
to all who through faith have committed themselves to God, for this is a present
reality won for us by Christ to be known and to be rej oiced in here and now. " We
are intended to rejoice in the truth of the words that we have here. If we belong to
Jesus Christ, if we trust in Him, we are released from the fear of death and from
the bondage that that brings.

I was looking the other day at a little book about the life of S. M. Houghton,
who died in 1987. There is a small section right at the end written by his minister
who speaks about visiting him at the end of his life. On one occasion Mr. Hough-
ton quoted a verse 

::;liil:,:"J'-"1il1,1ff :r:,ff 
d or pure deright " :

To cross the narrow sea

tll iHiJlffi:il*:Jl: o"n n'
- "I know nothing of that," he said fi.-ty. "Frequently during the visits he
Eommented on the fact that in a moment he would be in the presence of Christ;
his face shone as he spoke; that is what death meant to him. Two days before he
died he spoke again with me of his absolute assurance of glory. That afternoon
we spoke together of Christ's appearing, though he knew that he would die
before the Lord came again. This was the last time he saw him in a conscious
state. A lady who visited him later that day told me that he simply pointed his
finger heavenwards."

We might ask whether all Christians have the fear of death taken away. Do
they all have the joyful assurance that they will be with Christ when they die? I
think we have to say with lsaac Watts that there are those who perhaps could be
described as "timorous mortals", even though they are Christians. But the point
is this; we are to grow in assurance that death is conquered and, for the believer,
is but the entrance into glory. We are to develop that assurance; to dwell on
passages like this one that we have before us, and to ask the Holy Spirit to seal
them to our hearts, because here we have the basis for the hope of glory.

Returning now to verse ll, notice thefomily unity there is between Jesus
Christ and those that are fi.s. "For both he that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one, for which cause he is not ashamed to call them
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brethren." We need to look at some of these words in turn. ,,He who
sanctifieth" is Jesus christ. The word "sanctify" in this place means "to set
apart"; it describes the setting apart of a people for the praise and glory of
God. In its broadest sense "sanctify" includes the whole experience by which
we are perfected as God's people, including conversion, being made holy, and
being glorified.

First ly. This is something which is done by Christ. " He who sanctifies.', The
Lord Jesus christ came into the world to do this, and died for the same purpose;
that we might be set apart to be God's people, and made perfectly fit to live with
God for ever. In Ephesians 5:25-27 this truth is set in the context of instruction
for husbands and wives. "Husbands, love your wives, even as christ also loved
the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish."

secondly. The beginning of this setting apart is through the Gospel. The Holy
Spirit works in our hearts and we are called out of the world and set apart from it
by the call of christ. we are brought into a new relationship with God through
Jesus christ. Has such a call come to you? Have you been conscious of the Holy
spirit speaking through the word of God, through the Gospel, calling you out of
the world, out of your sins, out of your old life, calling you to Jesus christ,
setting you apart for Him? That is how it takes place in your experience - the
calling of the Gospel by the Holy Spirit.

Now this verse says : ' 'For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified
are all of one." what does that mean? It means something like this: both He that
sanctifies (that is christ) and those whom He sanctifies belong together. How
can we work this out? First of all, this oneness between Jesus Christ and those
who are being sanctified is most obvious when we think of the son of God
becoming man. This is what happened. The son of God became one with us. He
took our humanity. He came into this world. He was made, if you like, one of us.
We are all of one because He became man.

But behind that, there is a deeper oneness in the purpose of God. God gave to
His Son a people even before the beginning of time. Look at the second half of
verse 13: "Behold I and the children which God hath given me." If you read
John 17, the great prayer of the Lord Jesus christ for His disciples and for all
who would believe on Him through them, again and again you find Him praying
for those whom the Father gave Him. "Those whom thou hast given me." These
are the ones He prays for. Before time began God the Father gave all His people
to His Son. "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37).

There is an even more remarkable element in this oneness. This emerges in
verse l0: "Bringing manysonsto glory." rtisafamily oneness. Thereis the Son
of God, and He is unique as the Son of God but, nonetheless, there are many
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othersonsas well. There arethose who are God'scft ildren- not just Hispeople,
but His children. They are adopted into the family of God. It is the famity
oneness which is being emphasised here. This is remarkable if you stop to think
about it. "Both he who sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for
which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren" - brothers and sisters!
This oneness is of such a nature that Jesus Christ acknowledges all His people as
His brothers and sisters.

Notice also - " He is not ashamed to call t hem brethren,, We might ask, Why
is the word "ashamed" used here? The answer is, He had every cause to be
ashamed of us. what were we like? we were "conceived in sin and shapen in
iniquity". we grew up and sin within our hearts expressed itself in all sorts of
shameful ways. Yet we read here that Jesus christ is not ashamed to call us
brothers and sisters. He is not ashamed to own us as members of the same
family. How precious this is! It may well be that this phrase, "He is not ashamed
to call them brethren", looks in part at least to the coming of the Lord Jesus
christ into the world. He was not ashamed to come into this world for us. He
was not ashamed to seek and to save and to die. His life and His grace towards
those whom the Father gave Him was so great that He humbled Himself and He
came into this world. He took on Himself human flesh. He came for us. It seems
to me that now those who are christians ought to seek to live in such a way that,
as far as possible, Jesus Christ, as He looks down upon us from glory, is not
ashamed of us. we might well, when we look back over our lives during the last
few days, say to ourselves: "what has Jesus christ seen as He has looked upon
us?" He who is not ashamed to call us brethren, was He ashamed of us last
week? what did He see in our hearts? what did He see in our plans? what did
He see in our desires? what did He see in our words, in our actions? Is He
ashamed of us today as He looks upon us, or, at least, does He have good
grounds to be ashamed because of the way in which we have behaved and the
way in which we have allowed sin to fester in our hearts? It is a very solemn and
searching thought, is it not?

"He is not ashamed to call them brethren" and we ought not to be ashamed of
Him either. Jesus said, in speaking to His disciples: "whosoever therefore shall
be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of
him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels" (Mark 8:38). It is easy enough to talk about not
being ashamed of the Lord Jesus in our services of worship, on the Lord's Day.
It is a different matter when we are at work or when we are with unconverted
friends. We are not to be ashamed of Jesus Christ then.

There is somethingfurther that we must consider. If the Lord Jesus Christ is
not ashamed to call His people brethren, then we ought not to be ashamed to
own all those who give evidence of being believers - we should recognise them
and treat them as brothers and sisters. That is not always easy. we may have our
family disagreements. In natural families, brothers and sisters can sometimes
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find it hard to get on with one another. In the spiritual family this is also true.
Some of our Christian brothers and sisters may have what seem to us peculiar
ways and we would perhaps prefer it not to be known that they are Christians
and belong to the same Church as we do. We have to be very careful about this. If
Christ is not ashamed to own His people as brothers and sisters, then we must
own and acknowledge all that are His as our brothers and sisters. If there are
those who have their peculiarities and strange ways and idiosyncrasies, the best
thing for us is to recognise them for what they are and try lovingly and graciously
to help them to overcome any difficulties they may have.

All this is backed up by quotations from the Old Testament. I want
particularly to concentrate on verse 12. If you read Psalm 22youwill see that it is
one of the most remarkable Psalms in the whole of the Psalter. It is a Messianic
Psalm, one that speaks of the coming of the Messiah and what He is going to do.
Essentiolly it speaks of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, and its opening words
were to be found on the mouth of Jesus Christ as He hung on the crosslor our
sins: "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" If you read through that
Psalm you will see how verse after verse applies to the Saviour and to His death,
and then suddenly it comes to a complete change and there is the thought of
resurrection Verse 22:Here is the Messiah alive, and what does He do? "I will
declare thy name to my brethren, in the midst of the congregation will I sing
praise to thee." The One who died for our sins rises again. He stands, as it were,
in the midst of the congregation. He declares the Name of God. He declares the
truth of God. He sings praise to God before all who are His brethren.

In verse 14 we have the coming of Jesus Christ and His victory over the devil.
The quotation in verse 13 says, "Here am I and the children whom thou hast
given me". Therefore in verse 14 it says: "Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also likewise took part of the same. " Those who
have been given to the Lord Jesus Christ are human beings, people of flesh and
blood. Because you and I partake of flesh and blood - in order to save us, in
order to redeem us - the Lord Jesus Christ a/so partook of flesh and blood.
"He himself likewise shared in the same." It does not really need to say, "He
himself likewise shared in the same" because "likewise" and "in the same"
mean exactly the same thing, but this emhasis is to remind us that Jesus Christ
actually became human, actually became flesh and blood. The Son of God
actually took a body like ours, and the purpose of His coming was to die. "He
himself likewise took part of the satne; that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil." He came to die for us; He hadto
die for our sins and, in orderto die, Hehadto bemadeaman. Asthe Son of God
He could not die. As the Son of man He died on the cross.

One great purpose of His death was to deal with the devil. The devil is real, and
the devil is the ultimate source of all our trouble. At the very beginning the devil
came and tempted Adam and Eve and, by their disobedience, the devil gained a
hold over all the human race. Now, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and
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listened to the devil, they took away their allegiance and their loyalty to God;
they broke His command, and they put themselves under the autlority of thai
old rebel, the devil. Human beings have been rebels ever since, but Jesus Christ
came to break the powe-r of death, that is, the devil. The word .,destroy,' means
"to break the power of", ,,to annul" the power of the devil.

In Matthew 12:29 the Lord Jesus said: "or else how can one enter into a
strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man?
And then he will spoil his house." If you want to steal from a strong man,s
house, the first thing you have to do is to render his strength and power'ineffec-
tive; you have got to bind_him,.break his power and then you can take away his
goods. The Lord Jesus Christ has broken the power of Satan in order thai tle
might release the captives, that He might set His people free, delivering them
from the power of the devil. we have the same thougtri in t John 3:g: .,Fior this
purpose was the Son of God manifested, that He might destroy the works of the
devil. " The paradox here is this, that the devil had tlie power of aeattr but it was
through death that Jesus christ destroyed him. He takes away the power of
death from the devil by dealing with our sin - in other words - He sets us free
from the devil. Now it was the devil, then, who brought in death - it was our
disobedience - but it was also the devil, and it is the devil who has made death
thefearful thing that itis. But for all who trust in Jesus Christ the power and the
darkness of death have been removed. For the believer death is the means by
which he comes into the presence of Jesus Christ. So this brings us back to verse
_15, where we began: "To deliver them who through fear of diath were all their
lifetime subject to bondage."

we all know what is meant by the fear of death. The old Testament pictures
people sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, but in the New Teitament
the Lord Jesus christ comes as the Light to take away the darkness. Death seems
so unnatural to us, and it is unnatural. It seems such a waste. you think of the
abilities and of the taleltp which some people have - composers of great music,
writers, preachers. Think of some of the leaders of the puit - if onlv they were
alive now - but the_greatest and best people get old, their poweis begin to
decline and they die. But it is not just that. The fear of death includes the fear of
what lies beyond death.

leay fri9ryds, iudgment lies beyond. "It is appointed unto men once to die,
and after this the judgment,'' and, unless our sini are forgiven for Jesus Christ,s
sake, condemnation lies beyond judgment and, hell lies beyond condemnation.

This fear goes on thro_ugh the whore of tife.,,Deliver them who through fear
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. " Some people are ablJto put
the fear of death away from them, but it is usully there lurking at the back of
their minds. This is not just the experience of thoie who are ota.lt is also true
that many while they are young or getting into middle age have a fear of growing
old and a fear of having to leave this life. Fear enslaves people; it involves a form
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of bondage. Read biographies and you will find there are people who have
been haunted by the fear of death, all their lifetime been subject to the bondage
of fear.

Jesus Christ releases us from the fear of death and the bondage of fear. He
releases all who believe in Him from the reality of judgment and hell. If we have
been brought to faith in Jesus Christ, if we have trusted ourselves to Him, then
judgment has already been executed upon Christ. "There is therefore no
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus." We are released from bondage
to the devil. We are set free from the devil to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. The
devil may attack us from without as Christians,but that is all he can do. lf we
resist the devil, he must flee from us. Christ releases us from the fear of death.

As Christians, we ought to be able (and by grace we are enabled) to
contemplate death without being troubled and uncertain, without being
overcome by fears and doubts. Christ gives us an assurance of glory. We see Him
by faith. "We see Jesus crowned with glory and honour." We know that He is
there in glory, and He is bringing all His people there. He has gone before them,
and they are bound to follow, because they are all one. We are joined together.
He is our Brother. He is not ashamed to own us as brothers, and He will ensure
that oll His people are there with Him one day.

Do you know in your heart this sense of release, this sense of freedom; the
bondage to the fear of death removed? Perhaps at times the doubts and fears do
come but, in spite of that, by looking in faith to Jesus Christ - Christ who died
for our sins, Christ who is crowned with glory and honour in heaven - there is
that joy, that burst of freedom and liberation and release.

The devil is conquered; death is vanquished; glory lies aheod. Amen.

ON THE DEATH OF A BELIEVER

In vain our fancy strives to paint
The moment after death;
The glories that'surround the saint
When yielding up his breath.

Faith strives, but all its efforts fail,
To trace him in his flight:
No eye can pierce within the veil
Which hides that world of light.

This much (and this is all) we know,
They are completely blest;
Have done with care and sin and woe,
And with their Saviour rest.

Their faith and patience, love and zeal,
Should make their memory dear;
And, Lord, do Thou the pray'rs fulfil
They offered for us here.

John Newton,1799
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The Need for Reverence
SA A.  BUCKLEY

"God is greatly to be feared in the ossembly of the soints, and to be had in
reverence of oll them that are about him" (Psalm 89:7)

I WAS GREATLY STRUCK by the above verse of Scripture for, in so many
gatherings these days, there seems to be very little sense of reverence and awe as
we approach worship. It may be that some of you have found this to be true at
services you have attended.

There is a continualbuzz of conversation, even after the minister has entered
the pulpit, in some places the noise of the music seems more suited to the dance
hall than to the united worship of the Lord's people. The services are so
conducted that there is little time given to the reading'of God's Word, and
preaching is regarded as out-of-date. It is all very sad, and it seems to be that the
verse above comes to rebuke us all. Thank God there are still places of worship
where there is a true spirit of worship and godly fear.

I Corinthians 14:33 and 40: "For God is not the author of confusion, but of
peace, as in all churches of the saints. Let all things be done decently and
in order."

Hebrews 12:28-29: "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence
and godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire."

I have found these words of Dr. A. W. Tozer of great challenge and blessing:
' 'How many of us are lacking in respect and reverence when we come into the

Christian church?

"There is a great need for us to pray for grace that will improve our mental
attitudes when we gather to honour our Saviour and God!

"Many persons who have been raised in our Churches no longer think in
terms of reverence, which seems to indicate that they doubt God's presence
is there! Much of the blame must be placed on the growing acceptance of a
worldly secularism that seems much more appealing than any real desire
for the spiritual life that is pleasing to God. We secularize God; we
secularize the Gospel of Christ and we secularize worship!

"No great and spiritually minded men of God are going to come out of
such Churches, nor any great spiritual movement of believing prayer and
revival. If God is to be honoured and revered and truly worshipped, He
may have to sweep us away and start something else!
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"Let uS confess that there is a necessity for true worship among us. If God is
who He says He is and if we are the believing people of God we claim to be,
we must worship Him! In my own assessment, for men and women to lose
the awareness of God in our midst is a loss too terrible ever to be appraised ! "

The Lord grant that we may once again seek to worship Him in the way that is
pleasing to Him, and worthy of His holy Name.

"From all that dwell below the skies
Let the Creator's Praise arise:
Let the Redeemer's Name be sung;
Through every land, by every tongue.

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; ,:::: .
Eternal truth attends Thy Word: '

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rise and set no more."

Isaac Watts

Balm in Gilead
(from Dr. Robert Hawker's Poor Man's Morning Portion/

"Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is not the
health of the daughter of my people recovered?" (Jeremiah 8:22)

YES, THERE IS BOTH BALM in Gilead, and a Physician there. For the blood
and righteousness of Jesus is the truest balm; and Jesus Himself a sovereign and
an almighty Physician. But if that blood be not applied, if Jesus be not known
nor consulted, how shall health be obtained? My soul, hast thou known thy
disease, felt thy disorder? Art thou convinced that it is incurable by all human
means - no medicine, no earthly physician, can administer relief? .:

Hast thou known these things? And convinced of the infinite importance of
seeking elsewhere, art thou come to Jesus? What sayest thou, my soul, to the
inquiry? Art thou acquainted with Jesus? Hast thou made known thy case to
Him? And hath He told thee all that is in thine heart? Hath He taken thee under
His care? Is He administering to thee the balm of Gilead?

Oh, my soul, see to it that nothing satisfieth thy mind, until that thou hast
heard His soul-reviving voice, saying, "I am the Lord that healeth thee"
(Exodus 15:26). Seek it for thy life. Say unto the Son of God, "Speak but the
word, Lord, and my soul shall be healed".

'.::j
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Impossibilities
REV. F. PEACOCK

(One t ime Incumbent of the Circus Church, Portsmouth)

I. Hebrews 9:22: "Mthout the shedding of blood is no remission"
It is impossible to obtain remission of sin except on the ground of shed blood.
"We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins" (Ephesians
l:7). "\t is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul", and a righteous God
can only pardon sin on the ground of atonement.

2. Hebrews 1I:6: "llithout faith it is impossible to please God,,
God cannot be pleased with the man who has no confidence in Him. Could a
wife be pleased with a husband who put no confidence in her? Impossible. He
might have many excellent qualities. He might be honest,-sober, kind, etc., but
he could never give her pleasure if he withheld confidence. Neither can we please
God without faith.

3. Hebrews 12:14: "Follow holiness without which no man shall see the Lord,'
A great divine well says: "They are much mistaken who hope to see the Lord in
glory hereafter and yet live and die in an unholy state." They who are expecting
to be saved without holiness are destined to certain disappointment.

4. Hebrews I2:8: "If ye be without chastisement, then are ye not sons,'
All God's true children arechastened, and therefore if any be without chastening
they cannot be sons. We should receive correction as an evidence that we are not
forgotten of our heavenly Father. "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth." Chastening is an effect of love and
springs from love. Love and chastening are inseparable.

5. James 2:26: "Faith without works is dead"
It is impossible for faith to be alive without showing itself in works.

6. I Corinthians 13:2: Without "charity, I am nothing"
without love we are nothing. All other endowments are useless and vain
without love.

7, fohn l5:5: "Without me ye can do nothing"
Severed from christ it is impossible for us to do anything in the shape of bearing
fruit. We must abide in Him for this.
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The Touch of Christ
. ,  : : . 1 . 4 . ,  . :

Notes of a sermon preached by the Editor

IN ONE of our well-loved hymns we sing:

"Thy touch has still its ancient power,
No word from Thee can fruitliss fall."

Let us consider some of the touches of Christ recorded in the New Testament.

I. THE CLEANSING TOUCH
Matthew 8:3

The leper was a common enough sight in palestine in our Lord's day. He
suffered much on account of his dreadful disease, and as if this wasn't enough he
was cast out of his home and excommunicated from the synagogue.

This leper came with a prayer on his lips: "Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make
me clean." what magnificent faith; he had complete confidence in christ's
ability to cure him. At the same time he was humble and submissive.

The Lord's answer was given in both word and deed. ,,Jesus put forth his
hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. " The spoken word was like
music in his ears, but perhaps even more thrilling was the touch of the saviour's
hand. we need to remember that lepers were regarded as untouchable - it was
perhaps years since he felt the touch of a loving hand.

"I will, be thou clean." There was both majesty and authority in His word.
As at the creation, "He spake and it was done". we have here not only a miracle,
but a parable; it tells us that for the worst there is a remedy, that manis extremity
is God's opportunity

2. THE ANOINTING TOUCH
Mark 7:32-33

The man was deaf and had an impediment in his speech. His defect in speech
was the result of his inability to hear - he had no means of formulating words
of his own.

our Lord's method of dealing with him is unusual, but noteworthy. He
communicated with him in the only possible way - by the language of signs. He
touched his ears and tongue to indicate that the gifts of hearing ana spee-h *e.e
to be his.

"He looked up to heaven" (verse 34). The Lord did this to make clear to the
man that he was to be healed by divine power. He then spoke the word of

t7s
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command: "Ephphatha, to be opened." Mark has preserved for us the very
word in Aramaic that Jesus spoke.

The people's wonder knew no bounds: "They were beyond measure
astonished saying, He hath done all things well."

We too need the anointing touch, so that we can be effective witnesses for the
Lord and praise Him with unfeigned lips.

3. THE COMPASSIONATE TOUCH
Luke 7:14

It was the second time this woman had been bereaved; she was now alone in an
empty world. Tears blinded her eyes, and sorrow devastated her soul. Her only
son had been cut off in the prime of life.

In her sorrow and need Jesus drew near. Seeing the sorrow of the mother He
commanded the men carrying the dead son to stand still. He came and touched
the bier and said: "Young man, I say unto thee, arise." His mighty power
challenged death and gained victory. The young man who had been cold and
silent in death was now aglow with life.

How thankful we should be for those words of Christ: "I am the resurrection
and the life" (John I l:25).

4. THE GRACIOUS TOUCH
Luke 22:51

Luke records here how the Lord Jesus for the last time exercised His gracious
healing power. Peter had struck out at the first man to lay hands on Christ in the
Garden of Gethsemane and with aclumsyblow cut off the high priest's servant's
ear. Peter may have felt he must do something to vindicate his recent boasting -
there was love in his foolish deed.

In the hour of His apparent weakness He gave His enemies a miracle of mercy.
Unlike His other miracles, He asked to be allowed to do it - verse 5I: "Suffer ye
thus fa/' - "Before you take Me allow Me to do this last deed. " So the last man
to benefit from His healing ministry was an open enemy.

Christ's love overflowed every barrier of hatred, ignorance, prejudice, race or
class. None are outside the reach of His love. "Thou hast received gifts for men:
yea for the rebellious also" (Psalm 68:18).

Did Malchus on whom this gracious miracle was performed afterward
become a follower of Christ? History does not record his subsequent career, but
having received so gracious a blessing at the hand of Christ he must have been
terribly hard if he remained unchanged.

Here then is a touch which is cleansing, anointing, compassionate and
gracious. 

M.H.
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Straightening out the Self-centred Church. The Message of Titus. John
Benton. Welwyn Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. pp. 192. f6.95.

John Benton argues, in this latest Welwyn Commentary, that "many Christians
are uneasily aware that there is a gap between their conscious commitment to the
Lord Jesus and their practical, day-to-dayliving", which does not "always arise
from disobedience to the Lord". The reason for this gap is that we divide our
lives into what we do on Sundays and how we live the rest of the week; we are
slow to relate our Christian faith to our everyday lives in the world. We become
self-centred rather than Christ-centred. The believers in Crete had the same
problem, therefore Paul sent Titus to straighten out the self-centred Church.
Later he wrote his delegate Titus a letter to encourage him and through him to
reach the Church in Crete. John Benton does an excellent job in explaining and
applying this letter to the issues facing the present-day Church. The Bible version
used is the NIV.

Mr. Benton has the knack of summing up a point by a suitable illustration.
A good example of this is the story of two Australian airmen on an exercise when
the plane developed a problem. The men could have ejected immediately but to
prevent the plane smashing into a town they steered it into the desert, losing their
own lives. The town owed its life to the death of the airmen; we owe our eternal
life to Christ's substitutionary death at Calvary (page 135).

John Benton, a Baptist pastor in Guildford, has written several books,
including the Welwyn Commentary on Malachi, and is also editor of
Evongelicals Now. S.K.E.

The Resunection Appearances of Our Lord. Edgrir Dowse. Avon Books.
pp. 123. f6.95.

This book contains six lectures given for the Anglican Society at Orange Street
Chapel, London. They are carefully worked out and contain the fruit of wide
reading. They are an impressive achievement and a fine survey of the scriptural
teaching on the resurrection. Mr. Dowse quotes from the Fathers, the
Reformers and from modern divines and has some telling ripostes for Bultmann,
Bishop Jenkins and other sceptics. His familiarity with the Greek text of the New
Testament helps often to bring out the full significance of the accounts of our
Lord's resurrection appearances. He has some helpful insights and makes some
telling points.

For example: "The modern emphasis on what is called 'the social Gospels',
the identification of Christianity with purely secular aims . . . show how far some
Christians have moved from the New Testament. The condemnation of these
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false gospels is clear from the fact that the resurrection of Jesus has no necessary
part in them" (paee 76).

Again: " . . . the purpose of the Resurrection Appearances was not only to
confirm the fact that Jesus was alive but that in His risen form He was ideniical
with Jesus, the Man who had been known. An Apostle was not simply a witness
of an event which could not be explained in normal terms; he was a witness to the
continuity of Jesus before and after the Resurrection', (page 43).

This book would make a very good present at any time of year, but specially at
Easter. It is nicely printed in good large type. If at some time it is reprinteb it
would benefit from an index, as the author quotes widely from many sources.

D.N.S.

\unning out of Time - a critical Review of Evorution, creation and
consummation. Graham wilson. Rowan presi Gullane, E. r,othian. t995.
pp.lU. f4.50.
This is the author's first book and while in the forward the Principal Emeritus of
the Glasgow Bible college, Geoffrey Grogan, refers to the book as ,,untech-
nical", readers will find the chapters on "Evolution", "creation", ,,The Age
of the Earth", "The Message from Atlantis", fairly heavy going.

Graham wilson has a good knowledge of scripture andis objective in his
references to Creation and the consummation of the Ages. He directs his
readers to the tenets of the faith which he aptly refers to: ,,ours is not to seek to
puzzle about the 'winds' mystery. ours is, in faith, to hoist the sail and to be
blown and directed by Him in all of life's journey. we offtimes can be like half-
filled vessels attempting to overflow. The real secret in Christian service is not
howmuchwehaveof theSpiri t ,  buthowmuchHehasof us., '  J.C.

The Great Commission T. omri Jenkins. Evangeticat press. pp.174.f6.9s.
The author writes with great conviction about An unchonging Mandate:

"Go ye into all the world . . . ',
"P reach theGospe l  . . . "
"Lo, I am with you always . . . "
"You shall receive power . . . "

The theme, or thesis of this book, "Missionary Imperatives", is well
illustrated by the aforementioned quotations. The foimer International
Director and British General Secretary of the European Christian Fellowship is
persuasive in his narrative and, though critical of some facets of modirn
presentation of the Gospel, he is on a good wicket when he linksthe manner of
our christian behaviour with the proclamation of the eternal message we have
been given to proclaim. Scripture version used is the NKJV. J.C.
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Mormonism - A Gold Plated Religion. Mike and Ann Thomas.
pp.286. t7.99.

Alpha.

The authors are two ex-Mormons whose religious education was "the usual
Sunday School". Both were searching for truth and the Mormons who called to
their respective homes provided the answers that satisfied their quest at the time.
They met each other as Mormons, were married in the Mormon Church and
according to Mormon doctrine are now bound together for all eternity. Nearly
twenty years later a Christian friend asked them to read Paul's Letter to the
Romans without Mormon commentary - this led to their conversion to Christ.

This book is a mini-encyclopaedia about Mormonism and, because of the
authors' background, it provides excellent source material with relevant
bibliography showing clearly the contradictions within that group. The
comprehensive index makes it a good teaching guide for the reader and also for
the purpose of witnessing to others. D.F.

A homise is a homise. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 206. f6.95.
RogerEllsworthis pastorof Immanuel Baptist Church,Illinois, U.S.A., agifted
writer and the author of several books.

This helpful book of some twenty-nine chapters will assist the reader to
appreciate in a new way what God has promised in His Word. He shows God's
promises can be depended upon simply because He is the unchanging God. He is
not only a promise maker but a promise keeper.

Mr. Ellsworth shows that God's promises meet every phase of human need
and are relevant today. "We are living in stormy, stressed filled times but we do
not have to be filled with stress . . . we can rest upon the promises of God and be
at peace" (page 201).

A Promise is a Promise is well written and enriched
from the Puritans and others. Scripture references are
King James Version. M.H.

Passing on the Truth - I & 2 Timothy Simply Explained. Michaet Benttey.
Welwyn Commentary Series. Evangelical Press. pp. 316. f8.95.
Paul, writing to young Timothy at Ephesus, is wide-ranging in his practical
teaching and guidance in Church administration. The Apostle lays great stress
on the importance of the Bible being the touchstone of faith and service.

Michael Bentley preached on both Pastoral Epistles to his congregation at
Great Hollands Free Church and the sermons, divided into thirty-four chapters
in the book, give splendid teaching for all ages, male and female.

The Evangelical Press have again produced an excellent volume. I heartily
commend it for private and group study. J.C.
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Thomas Jacomb on Romans 8 verses I to 4. The Banner of rruth rrust.
pp.380. fr2.95.
The serious student of theology cannot but benefit from a close study of this
detailed volume. Thomas Jacomb 06n-rcBT served as a Fellow of Trinity
college, cambridge, before becoming chaplain to the countess of Exeter for
forty years. Driven from public office in lffi2hecontinued to preach in her home.
He lived in a time of persecution when christians needed strong, plain truths, and
although we live in "better" times the same doctrine needs to be preached. The
amount of detail can be judged bythe almost4o0pages of small typecovering only
Romans 8:1-4, and a glance at the extensive index directs the reader to ,,the
principal things insisted upon in this book". Several hundred headings are listed
such as "The holiness and sinlessness of christ"; "The law unable to justify',;
"christ was a real man"; and many more essential reformed doctrines.

Those of us unable to read Latin or Greek may lose some of the benefit of
footnotes, but so full is the main text there is more than enough for most students.
In the "Preface to the Reader", Thomas Jacomb reveals he was over two years
preaching on Romans 8, and that eighteen volumes were published of this
incredible study. we have this one as a taste of the others and the depths of the
riches of God's Word. p.K.
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