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EXHORTATION TO PRAYER
"Pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

What various hindrances we meet,

In coming to the mercy seat!

Yet who that knows the worth of prayer,

But wishes to be often there.

Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw,
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw:
Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above.

Restraining prayer, we cease to fight;

Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright;
And Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees.

While Moses stood with arms spread wide,

Success was found on Israel's side;
But when through weariness they failed,
That moment Amalek prevailed.

Have you no words? Ah! think again;
Words flow apace when you complain,
And fil l your fellow-creature's ear
With the sad tale of all your care.

Were half the breath thus vainly spent,
To heaven in supplication sent,
Your cheerful song would oftener be,
"Hear what the Lord has done for me."

William Cowper ( 173 I -I 8W)
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Editorial
WHEN the two disciples set out on their journey from Jerusalem to Emmaus their
minds were perplexed and their hearts sad, but when Jesus drew near and went
with them everything was changed. cleopas and his companion staggered under
their load of sorrow and were overwhelmed with grief. Despair could be read in
their drawn faces and heard in their muted voices. The cross had turned their
hearts to stone, they had lived through a traumatic experience but the presence of
the risen Lord transformed the situation and set their hearts aglow. They had
asked, "Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem?", but the Stranger who had joined
them was none other than the subject of their conversation. He showed interest,
sympathy and love, and the two friends were carried captive by His supreme
authority and His illuminating words. They were later to declare: "Did not our
hearts burn within us as he talked with us by the way?" 

:
"Jesus himself drew near, and went with them" (Luke 24:15). He still does,

both in our joys and in our sorrows, in days of toil and hours of ease. when we
are called to walk a lonely road with a troubled heart, He draws near and ministers
to us. The road of life often brings sudden and unexpected turnings, things are not
always smooth and easy, but rough and hard going.

May we realise increasingly the abiding presence of the Lord. How thankful we
should be for the promise: "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world" (Matthew 28:2O).
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Benediction
A Sermon by the Editor

rn"ud,,**"fl;H'!r?l::ll:;;;2:::r*r':;::ciousuntothee:
rhe Lord tift up his'"',K",i;'{ff,T;;::;,'' and give thee peace"

IT IS CUSTOMARY for divine service to conclude with the Benediction, and one
of the Reformation Directories for the worship of God enjoins that the Minister
shall dismiss the congregation with the solemn blessing.

It is important for us to remember that the Benediction does not originate in the
New Testament. It goes back to the very beginning, and this Levitical blessing in
Numbers chapter 6 is exceedingly gracious and beautiful and, with this Trinitarian
Formula, the Priest blessed the congregation of the Lord.

It is important for us to notice that this blessing was God-given. Ir was the Lord
who spoke to Moses and told him to instruct Aaron and his sons thar they should
bless the children of Israel with this very wonderful Benediction. Bur it is also
important to notice that this very Benediction is for God's people. nor for all and
sundry, but for the people of God. Notice, too, that it was dispensed through a
Priest. Aaron and his sons, whose hands had been stained br the blood of
sacrifice, they were the ones appointed to bless the congregation. This reminds us,
then, that all blessings come to us on the ground of the blood of Chrisr typified
by the Old Testament sacrifices.

Then, there is another point, before we get into the text. Notice that it was,
initially, for Israel - God's own people. Notice verse 27: "And rhey shall put my
name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them." It was for Israel. but
today it is for God's people, for the new Israel, because the New Testament says:
"For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen. unro rhe glory of
God by us" (2 Corinthians 1:20). so do notice this exrended applicarion - it is for
us today. There are five things we want to notice in this Benediction.

1. We are enriched with divine blessings
He has so wonderfully blessed us in christ. Paul begins his Letter to the
Ephesians with this great note of blessing: "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ." What blessings there are in Christl There is the blessing of
pardon. Frequently when our Lord was dealing with individuals in the days of His
earthly ministry He would say, "Thy sins be forgiven thee". what a tremendous
blessing, to know our sins are forgiven, they have been put behind God's back,
they have been cast into the depths of the sea. Then there is the blessin-s of love.
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our Lord said to His disciples: "As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you:
continue ye in my love" (John 15:9). There is the blessing of eternal life. Our Lord
frequently spoke of this: "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrarh of God abideth on
him" (John 3:36).

There is also the blessing of christian joy. This is a note that occurs so
frequently in the New Testament. Our Lord said at the threshold of the cross:
"And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you" (John 16:22). what about the end
of our earthly pilgrimage? There is that blessed joy that we have before us. Listen
to those tremendous words: "In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you,'(John l4:2).

we are also blessed with temporal blessings. Let us not forget them and they
include such things as a measure of health given us, our daily occupations, our
homes that we enjoy and value so much, the where-with-all to purchase the
necessities of life, the gift of loved ones and friends. The list is endless, and we
say, "who can count our blessings?" - they are too many. But we take them with
a thankful heart from the Lord, the Giver of every good and perfect gift. .,The
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it" (proverbs
10:22). Abraham's servant, when sent on that great task of finding a wife for
Isaac, said to Laban: "The Lord hath blessed my master greatly,' (Genesis 24:3s).
well, can we not say the same ourselves - "The Lord liath blessed us greatly';?
Yet, how we do need blessing every day we live. Jabez said: ..oh that thou
wouldest bless me indeed"(1 Chronicles 4:10). Do you remember how Jacob,
wrestling with God at Peniel, said: "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me"
(Genesis 32:26)? So we are enriched with divine blessing.

2. We are guarded with omnipotent power
"The Lord bless thee and keep thee." I believe that this is one of the most
wonderful truths in the Bible, that God is the Keeper of His people, that we are
guarded every moment of every day by omnipotent power, so ihut we need not be
f."g{"l an_x_ious or apprehensive. one of the old restament names given to God
is El Shaddai * the All Powerful one. He is strong; He is all wise-; He is able,
therefore, to appreciate the utmost of our necessities. He is ever watchful, ever
always on the alert, never off duty, He never slumbers nor sleeps. He is ever
present. He is perpetually nigh at hand. The psalmist was so taken up with this
thought: "The Lord is thy keeper: rhe Lord is thy shade upon rhy right hand"
(Psalm l2l:5). All through the Bible both in the old resramenr and the New
Testament you have this blessed thought of God who is the Guardian of His
people. The Apostle Peter assures us that we are "kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to.be revealed in the list time" (1 peter l:5). He
is able to keep us safe to the end of the journey. Listen to the tremendous wor,ls
of our Lord Himself: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
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me . . . and they shall never perish" (John 10:27, 28). God is omnipotent in power;
the Psalmist says: "Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive
me to glory" (Psalm 73:24). Guarded with omnipotent power.

3. Illuminated with divine radiance

Notice how our text says, "The Lord make his face to shine upon thee". It is very
expressive in verse 26 too: "The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee." When
we are angry or displeased we often need not speak a word; it is written in large
letters on our faces; oq when we are pleased, it is different - the whole of our face
lights up. Or it is rather like the sun, it rises from the clouds and the tempest and
smiles on the world - God gives it His gracious benediction. "The Lord make his
face to shine upon thee." And the definition means that we have the smile of God
resting upon us. Surely that is something very wonderful. God is not frowning, or
looking angrily upon us. He is bestowing His favour upon us. He certainly hates
our sin, but, through grace, He loves us and lifts upon us the light of His
countenance. His beauty and glory is reflected upon us. Oh! we have got no
beauty of our own, but, through union with Him, we reflect His grace and
loveliness. Two great examples come to mind. You remember Moses when he was
in communion with God on the Mount. It says there that "Moses wist not that his
face shone". It was a reflected glory. What about Stephen, the first martyr in the
Christian dispensation? He stood so firmly and so bravely that they "saw his face
as it had been the face of an angel" - reflected glory.

Now this should be true of all who love and belong to Christ. There is that
lovely prayer at the end of Psalm 90 which it would be good to make our own:
"Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us." Here is tme transformation, and
it comes from communion with God. Paul in I Corinthians 3:18 says: "But we all,
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." Are our lives
pleasing to Him and are we reflecting in some measure His beauty?

So: we are enriched with divine blessing; we are guarded with omnipotent
power; we are illuminated with divine radiance.

4. We are encompassed with lovingkindness

Verse 25: "The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee."
Now, God's grace is His unmerited favour and lovingkindness toward us who
deserve nothing at all from Him. We do not deserve anything, but God gives us
everything. Where should we be but for a gracious God? and here in this great
Benediction we have the comforting word that the Lord will be gracious unto His
people. That should be a tremendous strength and comfort to us.

Let us now apply this in a practical way. When we consider the Lord's loving
and kindly dealings with us, how is it that we are not a kinder people? If we are
honest we must confess that sometimes we have unkind thoughts, and we may
speak unkind words. We give unkind looks and perhaps engage in unkind actions.
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Let this word be a word in season to us that the Loid is gracious to us and we
in turn should seek to be gracious. Paul in Ephesians 4:31-32 says: "Let all
bittemess, and wrath, and angeq and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away
from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."

5. We are gladdened with heavenly peace
"The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace." what more do
we desire than this? Surely this is the crowning blessing. God's plan and provision
for His people is this, that they should know His peace flooding their hearts and
lives. Surely this is the boon we all desire. Here, again, it is not just an isolated
thing. Let me remind you of two or three references. Isaiah 26:3: "Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.;'
This verse expresses the depth of the completeness of the tranquillity that flows
into the heart of the believing soul. Notice there is no promise that we experience
freedom from trouble and tears, but there is this promise of perfect peaie in the
midst of all that comes upon us. Yes, in the midst of the fiercest bdttle, the most
violent storm, the trusting soul may experience peace. The possession of this
deep, unbroken peace does not depend upon the absence of conflict or trouble or
destruction or sorrow but it does depend on the presence of God. paul says: "And
the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:7). This is a most interesting phrase
because Paul employs a military term to express the office of God's peace. God's
peace shall "garrison" your hearts and minds. Do remember that Paul wrote this
letter about God's peace from a prison cell and he could even experience peace
there. Let me remind you of the wondrous words of our Lord Jesus christ is He
bequeathed His legacy: "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid" (Iohn 14:21). You cannot but be surprised and struck with the wonderful
calm and rest that our Lord experienced in the face of the utmost difficulties and
oppositions - through every dark phase of His earthly life He enjoyed this perfect
peace which comes from a continual trust. "My peace I give unto you."

The world today is full of changeableness and instability and uncertainty and
men long for peace, but only christ can bestow it - and peace, may I remind you,
is one of the blessings of the Gospel. Listen to what paul says of chrijt in
colossians 1 :20: "And, having made peace through the blood of his cross." christ
is our peace and without Him there is no real peace felt, and so the early preachers
went everywhere preaching peace by Jesus Christ. The peace of a Christian is not
some vague feeling without reason or foundation. This peace comes from a
consciousness of sins forgiven. Surely the word, "Acquaint now thyself with him,
and be at peace", is very applicable.

Again, notice that this peace is not a future privilege. It is to be a present
possession, to be enjoyed even amidst adverse circumstances.

t-
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This then is the five-fold blessing as from the Lord Himself, and do rejoice'
in the fact that we have such a wonderful Lord and such a comprehensive
Benediction.

How fitting it is then to end public worship with the assurance that we are under
the safe shelter and the rich provision of the Almighty! As the Bride says in the
Song of Solomon: "I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit
was sweet to my taste" (Song of Solomon 2:3).

The Benediction then, encouched in New or Old Testament terms, is a
wonderful assurance to the people of God telling them that they are surrounded
by the love of God, that they are reconciled by the precious blood of Christ, and
that they are in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

On what better ground could a worshipping community be dismissed than on
this one that we have been trying to consider. "Thou shalt bless the children of
Israel on this wise." Here it is, we are enriched with divine blessing, guarded
by omnipotent power, illuminated by divine radiance, encompassed with
lovingkindness, gladdened with heavenly peace.

May this blessing be ours this day and until the Lord
Himself !Amen.

comes or calls us to

M.H.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

ENGRAVING THAT LASTS

I HAVE an old watch in my jewellery box. It no longer works but it has engraved
on the back the words, "From Duncan. Dec. 1917". It was a gift that my mother
received from her brother who was then a soldier in the First world war. The
watch is of little value but because of the engraving I like to keep it.

If your school team wins the inter-school sports, then the name of the school
and the date would be engraved on the winning silver cup.

Metal is engraved with initials, or dates or names to commemorate an
important occasion like a wedding or anniversary or in recognition of some
achievement. The engraving is a way of making sure that we do not forget the
important occasion.

Sometimes if I need to remember to phone someone at a certain time or to buy
something in the shop I will write it on my hand with a ball-point pen. That, of
course, washes off later.

God tells us in the book of Isaiah He will never forget His people. "I have
graven (engraved) thee upon the palms of my hands" (Isaiah 49:16). The Lord has
done so much for His people. The most wonderful thing of all was the Lord Jesus
dying on the cross to take the punishment for the sins of those who trust in Him.
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After three days the Lord Jesus rose from the dead and appeared on several
occasions to His disciples.

On one occasion, Luke tells us, the disciples were together frightened in an
upper room. "Peace be unto you"" He said to them. Then He showed them His
hands and His side. His hands were deeply marked, showing the scars of the nails
which had been driven through His hands and nailed Him to the cross. How
deeply these hands had been marked. was this very much part of the reality of
Christ having the names of those who trust Him engraved on His hands?

The engraving on a wedding ring tells of the love that a bridegroom has for his
bride. That engraving might wear away over the years and become nearly
impossible to read.

The marks on the hands of Jesus Christ tell of an even greater love that the
Saviour has for all His people when He gave His life as a ransom for many.

PUZZLE

Find the missing words from the verses. The initial letters of your answers will
spell out something that Jesus does for His people.

l .  He hath said,I  wi l l leave thee, nor forsake thee (Hebrews l3:5).
2. And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold and grave upon it, like the

of a signet, Holiness to the Lord (Exodus 28:36).

3. The works of his hands are

4. Behold I  wi l l  _

and judgment (Psalm l I l:7).

the graving thereof, saith the Lord of hosts and I
will remove the iniquity of that land in one day (Zechariah 3:9).

5. Oh that my words were now written! Oh that they were printed
That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the

in a book!
for ever!

(Iob 19:23-24).

6. And also upon the mouth of it (i.e. part of the bronze work of the temple) were
gravings with their borders,

7. And thou shalt take two

not round ( l  Kings 7:31).

stones and grave on them the names of
the children of Israel (Exodus 28:9).

8. I have been young and now am old; yet have I never seen the
'i..

forsaken nor his seed begging bread (Psalm 37:25).

9. And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of
graven upon the tables (Exodus 32: I 6)

10. But Thomas said unto them I shall see in his hands the print of
the nails . . . I will not believe (John 20:25).

I l. The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron and with the point of a diamond:
i1 is graven upon the of their heart (Jeremiah | 7: l).

4r..



r52 The Gospel Magazine

A Reformation Day Sermon
DAVID N. SAMUEL

" Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit
whence ye are digged" (lsaiah 51:1)

THE PROPHET directs the people of God to look back to the history of their
origins. This can be a profitable exercise. There are those who despise history;
who think, with Henry Ford, that "history is bunk". But a knowledge of the past
is valuable. The saying is, that those who forget their history are compelled to
repeat its mistakes. The study of our origins throws light on the present, therefore
none should despise their history.

"Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn." The prophet is saying: "Consider
what you were before God called you and delivered you from your ignorance
and sin. You were, like all the other nations, sunk in heathenism and idolatry."
Before God called Abraham, he lived in Ur of the Chaldees, amongst those
who worshipped the sun and the moon and the host of heaven. God brought
him out of that condition and revealed Himself to him, of his free grace and
mercy. The prophet is saying that the people need to remember this, and to
appreciate the graciousness of God's dealings with them, in order that they
might walk aright now and honour the Lord, and thank Him for His mercy to them
as a people.

There is need today on our part also to understand our history and God's
dealings with us as a people; to consider what God has done for us in the past,
especially in the reformation of religion in this land four hundred and fifty years
ago. We need to recall the ignorant and miserable condition we were in before
God called us and raised up those who were instrumenfal in our deliverance. Only
in this way can we begin to appreciate the mercy of God to us as a people and be
moved now thankfully to serve Him and worship Him as we ought.

First, let us recall that the religion that prevailed in this country before the
Reformation was largely a religion of fear. There was the prevailing fear of
purgatory. The Church of Rome taught, and still teaches, that all baptised
members, who do not die in mortal sin, will spend many years in purgatory.
The fires of purgatory are as intense as those of hell, but not of eternal duration.
But the faithful may shorten their time there by pilgrimages, by obtaining
indulgences from the pope, and by worshipping relics. The Duke of Saxony had
a reliquary which was said to contain a feather from the wing of the Archangel
Gabriel and some milk of the Virgin Mary. Luther, while he was stil l a monk, went
to Rome on business for his monastery. While he was there he climbed the sacred
stairs, which were supposed to h_ave come from the house of Pontius Pilate in
Jerusalem. He sard that at the time he wished his parents had been dead, for then
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he could have climbed it on their behalf, and so shortened their sufferings in
purgatory. The fear of purgatory was universal at that time, and men lived
constantly in dread of it.

Then there was also thefear of christ. That may seem strange to us today, who
have been taught from Scripture that Jesus is our merciful Redeemer and Saviour.
But the image that people then saw in the Dooms (or pictures) of the last
judgment, depicted on the walls of the parish churches, was of christ as the
tenible Judge. They were told to seek for mercy not at His hands, but to pray to
Mary His mother that she might intercede for them and propitiate her Son. And
that indeed is still the case today in the Church of Rome.

Then there was the fear of the priest, for the church had given to the priest
enorrnous power over the spiritual life and destiny of the individual. It was
necessary to confess all your sins to him if you widhed to be forgiven, and he had
power to pronounce absolution or to withhold it. He was your mediator between
God and man. To be out of communion with the Church was to be lost eternally.
The fear that such power engenders is difficult for us to imagine today, but I
remember a clergyman some years ago telling me of his experience when he had
served in a parish in a Roman Catholic area. He called at the house of a woman
whose family were Roman catholics; they were very poor, for it was the time of
the depression. She told him that they had not enough money to buy food. He saw
a half-crown piece on the mantle piece and said to her, why did she not use that
to buy food. That, she said, was for the priest.

All this fear was the fruit of ignorance. It was nourished by ignorance of the
Bible, for the Bible was a closed book to the people of thai time. The clergy
preached, but not from the Scriptures, for they themselves were largely ignorant
of the Scriptures. Instead, they fed people's minds on the legends of the saints. All
this was a travesty of true religion, for as Paul says in 2 Timothy I :7: "God hath
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."
However, we need to remember what was the condition of the church and
religion in those times before the Protestant Reformation, for many would now
present the Church of Rome to us in a very different light. "Look unto the rock
whence ye are hewn." Remember your condition before God delivered you.

Secondly, we can thank God that the Protestant Reformation changed all that.
It came about with the rediscovery of the Bible. Rather like the rediscovery of the
law in the time of King Josiah in Old Testament times. Repairs were being carried
out to the temple and during the course of the work, the scroll of the law was
uncovered. It was taken to the young king and read out to him. When he heard it
he rent his clothes, which was a sign of great sorrow and repentance, for he
realised how far he and the people had departed from God's Word. The Reformers
discovered something similar when they came, by study of the Scriptures in the
priginal languages, to see how far the church of their time had departed from the
truth, and from the Gospel.
\,
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In the first instance, Luther was simply concerned about his own salvation. To
try to secure this he entered a monastery, which was considered the best way to
be saved. He followed the Church's teaching meticulously, but found no peace or
deliverance. Then he was charged with teaching the Bible to the students at the
university. In the course of his studies he discovered, by reading the Epistle to the
Romans, that salvation is the free gift of God.

One of the first things he did was lo translnte the Bible into the German
language. This was followed by its translation into English by William Tyndale. It
was sent to this country and people began to read it for themselves and rediscover
its message. One of the great verses that imprinted itself upon the mind of the young
Thomas Bilney, when he was a student at Cambridge, was: "This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners" (1 Timothy 1:15). The Reformers also brought preaching to the forefront,
They brought it back to where it had been in the beginning; to where it had been in
our Lord's ministry, when He taught the people and they heard Him gladly; and in
Paul's ministry, when he had gone from city to city preaching the Word. The
Reformers regarded preaching as "the office of salvation"; that is, that it is the
means that God has ordained for the salvation of men. "Take away preaching," said
Latimer, "and you take away salvation". They believed this because the Bible says,
"Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God". And again, "It pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe".

And finally, the Reformers composed simple, scriptural semices, especially the
service of Holy Communion, to replace the mass. The central idea of the mass is
that of the priest making an offering or sacrifice for the sins of the people. But the
Bible teaches that christ has done that "once for all" on the cross. It cannot be
repeated. This truth was reiterated in the new services based on Scripture. All that
was needed was a simple service of Holy Communion in which the believer could
come and "feed on Christ in his heart, by faith with thanksgiving".

So you see, the religion of fear, of servile fear, was replaced by the religion of
"power, and of love, and of a sound mind". Power to come into the presence of
God as His adopted children, by grace. "As many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name"
(John 1:12). Inve, that is filial love, to our heavenly Father. "For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15). And " of a sound mind" ;
that is, discernment, understanding, an intelligent faith in place of ignorant
credence yielded to dogmas arbitrarily imposed. That is the difference the
Reformation made to people.

It is all summed up in those memorable words of Bishop Ryle on this subject:
"The Reformation found Englishmen steeped in ignorance, and left them in pos-
lsession of knowledge; found them without Bibles, and left them with a Bible in
every parish; found them in darkness and left them in comparative light; found
them priest-ridden, and left them enjoying the liberty which christ bestows; found
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them strangers to the blood of atonement, to faith, grace, and holiness, and left
them with the key to those things in their hands; found them blind, and left
them seeing; found them slaves, and left them free. Forever let us thank God for
the Reformation."

Lastly, these great principles need to be preserved among us today.If we are
truly mindful of the rock whence we are hewn, then we shall be committed to this
object. Many have remarked that the candle Latimer lit is now guttering, but it
must not be allowed to go out. These principles and teachings are of lasting vital
iTqgrtgcg to every person in this land. They are the essenci of true religi,on, of
biblical faith. Though they have decayed among us, they need now to beievived
rather than forgotten. In days ofhardship and persecution they were not taken from
us. In days of physical ease they are in greater danger. One of Aesop's fables tells
the story of the contest between the sun and the north wind, to see who could be
the first to make a traveller remove his cloak. The north wind tried first by blowing
fiercely, but the more the wind blew the more tightly the traveller wrapped hii
cloak around himself. Then the sun had his turn and came out from behind the'
cloud. Soon the traveller was perspiring and was compelled to remove his cloak.
The gentle rays of the sun had won, rather than the raging of the north wind.

The church, which withstood the fierce persecutionJ of earlier times, seems
now to be succumbing to the comfortable and easy-going age in which we live.
What is the answer to this challenge? Surely, it is to recall our great deliverance
by God in past times from fear and ignorance, and to resolvelhat we shall be
faithful, by His grace, in these times in which we live.

- a _

Alexander Dallas' Experience
From Inci.dents in the Life and Ministry of the

Rev. Alexander R. C, Dallas, A.M.,lg7l, page 315

oNE oF THE srEPS by which the Rev. Alexander Dallas was led of God to
take a special interest in the Roman catholics of Ireland and later on (in l g49)
to form the "Society of the Irish church Missions to the Roman catholics;'
was his experience at Killarney, where, in May 1g43, he had gone to spend a
quiet Sunday.

He was then the Rectcjr of wonston, near winchester, in Hampshire; but he
often visited Dublin to advocate the cause of the Jews' Society. Aavins on this
occasion given many lectures on the prophesied return of the jews to tf,eir own
land (he spoke almost daily for a month, both in Dublin and in cork), he sought
a quiet sunday in Killarney. His statement of events is as follows:

l.
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"I went to church, and fearing to break my quiet seclusion, I took a seat by the
door. The sermon pained me. It was a great mistake, from the text, "If thou
would'st enter into life, keep the commandments". I longed to get into the pulpit
and rectify the mistake.

"Outside the door a gentleman accosted me, who said that many persons
expected me to preach, and that he hoped I would do so in the evening. I did not
know the vicaq but this gentleman was so intent on getting his permission for me
to occupy the pulpit that I was permitted to preach in the evening.

"I took for my subject John l6:7-11, and laid open the Lord's way of enabling
a sinner to enter into life, and opened to the audience the only means of salvation,
through faith in Christ Jesus.

"On the following morning I left Killarney on the outside of the coach. On
taking out my Bible to read, a respectable woman sitting next to me said,

"That's a good book you have, sir."
"The best book," I replied.
"I think, sir, you are the gentleman that preached last evening in Killarney

church."
"I  am."
"This led to a long conversation.
"I found that she was a Protestant who felt the value of saving truth. She had a

daughter married to a tradesman in Killarney: they were both being drawn into
Romanism, and the mother had taken the journey from Dublin to try and dissuade
them from it, having with great difficulty got them to go to church with her.

"The poor woman said:
"I prayed, sir, with my soul's heart for the poor creatures, that God would stop

them from being Roman Catholics and save their souls. What you preached, sir,
was the Gospel, the very truth of Christ, sir. I could have cried out in the church,
but I was silent, only my heart was praying all the while. My Mary, sir, was
crying, but she hid it; and, sir, praised be God! they said they never had heard
what they heard in that sermon; and, sir, they say they won't go to Mass."

"These were the poor woman's words.
"I ruminated on this Killarney incident all the journey home. The next time I

visited Ireland my keenest observations were directed to the Romanists."

PRAYER

Prayer is a sincere, sensible, affectionate pouring out of the heart or soul to God,
through Christ, in the strength and assistance of the Holy Spirit, for such things as
God has promised, or according to His Word, for the good of the Church, with
submission in faith to the will of God. 

John Bunvan
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Walking in the Spirit
CHRISTOPHER B. HOLDSWORTH

"There is therefore no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus"
(Romans 8:l)

WHEREFORE? Well, the believer's relationship to the law, despite the struggle
(and it is the believer's struggle) of chapter 7 from verse l5 is quite altered. How
so? "For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned."
Ah! but be warned, dear reader: "But he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John
3:17-18). The difference between the sinner condemned and the sinner saved,
objectively, is the death of Christ; subjectively, it is our faith. We may be
"wretched men" with Paul, "living in the body of this death", but "I thank God
through Jesus christ our Lord". "There is therefore no condemnation" - to
whom? "To them which are in Christ Jesus" (Romans j:24-8:l).

The believer's state before God is that he is "in christ Jesus", as safe as Noah
and his family in his ark. Please, do not give up on your families, believing
friends. oh! yes, he pitched inside and outside according to God's instrucrions,
but his safety finally lay in the fact that God sealed him in (Genesis 7:16). we
must seek God "in a day when He may be found". we must resort to Him in the
Person of His dear Son, Jesus Christ. "There is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). This is right, and our
duty, but when we do respond to the Gospel, when we do "put our hand to the
plough", when we do "enter in at the strait gate", we soon learn what Jesus taught
His disciples in the upper room: "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you. that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain" (John l5:16). God looks upon the believer only as upon one hid
in Christ.

The believer's character is that he walks "not after the flesh, but after the Spirit"
(Romans 8:l). He lives according to the Gospel, in a covenant, "free from the
law of sin and death" (verse 2). This is only possible because of what Christ has
done through His incarnation and substitutionary sacrifice (verse 3). our sin
became His, and His righteousness became ours (verse 4 and2 Corinthians 5:21).
From the very onset of His ministry, Jesus wanted to establish the fact that it was
His mission to fulfil "the righteousness of the law". Thus he entered the waters of
baptism, exhorting John, "suffer it to be so now for thus it becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness" (Matthew 3:15). That was an act sealed by the Holy Spirit and
approved by the Father. The believer acknowledges his sin. "Against thee, thee
only, have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight" (psalm 5l:4). "woe is me, for
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I am undone, because I am a man of unclean lips" (Isaiah 6:5). He cries with
Peter: "Depart from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful man", but also with the
publican, "God be merciful to me a sinner". Self condemnation is so much better
than self justification - for "this man went down to his house justified rather than
the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted"(Luke 18:14). "I am carnal, sold under sin," declared
Paul, "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing"
(Romans 7:I4,18). This the believer owns. But, with Paul, our walk is not "after
the flesh" but "after the Spirit".

The believer is also described in Romans chapter 8 as one who lives according
to spiritual principles. He is spiritually minded (verse 6), and one in whom the
Spirit of God dwells (verse 9). He or she is indwelt by Christ Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit indwells him or her. This is true of every believer, not just an elite few.
With all respect to those of another opinion, let us heed the Word of God which
says: "Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his" (Romans
8:9). "And they were all fi l led with the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:4;4:31). Whilst we
must struggle with the flesh, and the law of sin, because of the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit, we are able to say: "With the mind I myself serve the law of God"
(Romans 7:25).

As we grow in faith we learn to put to death, to mortify, sin in our bodies
(Romans 8:13). Those sins which once had the dominion must be eradicated. The
pockets of resistance in the land of Canaan must be sought out and eliminated.
The temple of the Holy Spirit must be cleansed. we must have the honesty of the
Psalmist: "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting"
(Psalm 139:23-24). We must contest our besetting sins, and challenge that reality
which John Owen called "indwelling sin in believers".

It is also said of believers that they are "led by the Spirit of God" (Romans
8:14). They are led out of self, and self-reliance. They are led "into Christ Jesus"
and into reliance upon Him. The Holy Spirit, the comforter, leads us "into all
t ruth" (John 16:13).

He led the Apostles first of all, for the penning of the inerrent word of God,
but He leads us also, by degrees, as we use what we know and do understand,
into greater depths of knowledge and clearer understanding. we resolve the
problem of guidance in just the same way as Abraham's servant who testified: "I
being in the way, the Lord led me" (Genesis 24:27). He leads us also into
sanctification, into holiness, into conformity to the image of God's son (Romans
8:29); into "good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" (Ephesians 2:10). However, we must observe the order. Forensically, we
are justified, there is "no condemnation". Thereafter, and only as a consequence
of justification, we are sanctified. we cannot "walk after the spirit" prior to
justification. Equally, we muy not "walk after the flesh" "having begun in the
Spir i t"  (Galat ians 3:3).



I

I

I

The Gospel Magazine 159

The Holy spirit leads the believer to God as his or her Father. Romans 8:14-16
to joint heirship with Christ (verse 17), to glory (verses l8 and 30), and meantime
helps our infirmities, especially in prayer (verses 26 and 27).

Finally, in this brief survey of the believer's character delineated for us in
Romans chapter 8, we must say that those who are walking, living after the spirit,
have an intense and earnest expectation, based in a sure and certain hope. There
will be a resurrection. our souls are redeemed, our bodies will yet be iedeemed
(verse 23). This is our hope, and we will wait patiently for it, for, without a doubt,
it will come (verse 25)."rn my Father's house are many mansions," said Jesus:
"if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also" John 14:2-3). A definite promise, which
shall surely be fulfilled. He who has begun a good work in you, deir believer, will
see it through to the day of Jesus Christ. The justified shall be glorified (Romans
8:30). Those who have the hope of heaven now, wiil exchange it for the reality
hereafter. And "nothing shall separate us from the love of Christ', (verses 35-39i.
our "no condemnation" has been pronounced, and will stand even at the last
Assize when we shall be "presented faultless before the presence of his glory, with
exceeding joy" (Jude 24). As the tree falls, so it shall remain. If we die ..in christ
Jesus", then we shall arise likewise. "Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit" (Revelation 14:13).

- t -

John Berridge
J .  C.  BALMFORTH (Southpor t )

JOHN BERRIDGE is one of the lesser-known spiritual giants of that period of
church history known as the Evangelical Awakening of the l gth cenrury.

He was born in Kingston, Nottinghamshire, on lst March 1716. Brought up by
an aunt, he was as a child serious and studious. It is remarkable that young john
proved to be such a moral youth in that period of godlessness following s6 soon
after the baneful influence of the comtpt and decadent Stuarts.

Here, however, was a man marked out by God to become one of that noble
band of men - mostly taken from the ranks of the Established church - who,
under the mighty influence of the Holy spirit, turned their world upside down by
the faithful preaching of the Word of God.

In early adolescence Berridge commenced reading the Bible and soon came to
realise that morality was not conversion but the full l ight of the Gospel had not
yet dawned in his heart and there followed years of classical study.
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In 1742 he became a Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge, after taking his
Master of Arts degree. Because of his scholarly accomplishments John soon
became acquainted with those of high social status, including members of the
aristocracy and leading Parliamentary figures. It was a period of spiritual coldness
in his life during which he became ordained as a clergyman of the Church of
England. How many of our young people have had former tender feelings toward
true religion crushed by the soul deadening influence of university life?

At the age of 33 \n l'749 Berridge became curate of Stapleford, serving there
for a period of six years. Although eloquent with a pleasing delivery, his work was
totally barren of spiritual fruit which deeply gneved him, for he was, as yet,
without a knowledge of the Truth.

He was appointed Vicar of Everton, Bedfordshire, in 1755 and remained
there for the rest of his life. To begin with he continued to preach morality to a
half-empty church, but after a period of almost two years of failure the Lord
began a sovereign work of the Holy Spirit within and he was constrained to
cry out: "Lord, if I am right, keep me so; if I am not right, make me so and lead
me to a knowledge of the Truth as it is in Jesus." Oh, what a blessed prayer! If
only one tenth of our Church leaders would, from the heart, make that plea, our
nation would again be transformed. Cry unto the Lord for this to happen today.

The Lord graciously answered the prayer of His servant. These words seemed
to dart into his mind like a voice from heaven: "Cease from thine own works,
only believe." The scales, as it were, fell from his eyes and he preached the
Gospel of redeeming grace, determrned to know "nothing but Jesus Christ and
hrm crucified."

From this time John Berridge preached extempore sermons with great power
and large crowds came to hear him preach. Satan and his followers hate the Truth
and Berridge and his colleagues came under severe persecution. In spite of this
the work prospered and it is on record that in one year alone 4,000 souls were
added to the Church at Everton, having been soundly converted.

Persecution by jealous clergy and atheists continued-to the end of Berridge's
ministry and hfe - "but when a man's ways please the Lord he maketh even his
enemies to be at peace with him" and God wonderfully protected His servant to
the end of a long and fruitful partnership with his Saviour.

How wonderful that sirnultaneously God raised up men of great gifts and
spirituality endued with the Holy Spirit to carry the glorious Gospel of truth to
all parts of the United Kingdom and North America - men like Grimshaw,
Whitefield, Rowlands, Romaine, Fletcher and Toplady. How good is the God
we adorel

John Benidge passed into the presence of his Master on 22nd January 1793,
physical ly bl ind and very frai l ,  but rejoic ing in the fel t  presence of a precious
Saviour, the joy of the Lord shining in his face. He often remarked, "Lord, if I
have Thy presence and love, that sufficeth".

i :

, - : '

Y
t
t,
&



The Gospel Magazine 16l

Berridge composed his own epitaph. It is said that he was quaint and eccentric,
but would that all the Lord's servants were as fruitful and successful in the Lord's
service, with or without eccentricity!

"Here lie

The earthly remains of

JOHN BERRIDGE

Late Vicar of Everton and an itinerant servant of Jesus Christ
Who loved his Master and His work and after running on His errands

many years was called to wait on Him above.

READER.

Art thou born again?

No Salvation without the new birth!

I was born in sin February 1716, remained ignorant of

my fallen state til l 1730.

Lived proudly on faith and works for salvarion till 1754.
Was admitted to Everton Vicarage 1755.

Fled to Jesus alone for refuge 1756.

Fell asleep in Christ Jan22nd 1793|'

-  a _

A Letter by John Berridge
(Everton, Bedf ordshire)

To The Rev. Cornelius Winter

Undated
Dear Sir,

PRAY FREQUENTLY and wait quietly and the Lord will make your way plain.
Jesus trains up all His servants to waitin_9, and if you are called to the ministry, He
will exercise your soul beforehand with sharp conflicts. Joseph must be cast first
into a pit by his own brethren. then into a prison by his master before he rules the
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kingdom and David must be hunted as a flea upon the mountains before he gets
the sceptre. How can you tell what others feel unless you have felt the same
yourself? How can you sympathize with a prisoner unless your own feet have
been fast in the stocks? How can you comfort those who are cast down unless you
have been often at your wits end? Expect nothing but conflicts day after day to
humble and prove you, and teach you to speak a word in season to one that is
weary. This is indeed the high road to the kingdom for all, yet a minister's path is
not only narow and stony like others, but covered also with bushes and brakes,
and if you labour to remove them by your own hands they will quickly tear your
flesh and fill your fingers with thorns. Let your Master remove them at your
request, and remember it is always His work, as it is ever His delight, to clear
our way and lead us on till sin and death are trodden down. Undertake nothing
without first seeking direction from the Lord, and when anything offers that is
plausible and inviting beg of God to disappoint you if it be not according to His
mind. You cannot safely rely on your own judgment after God has told you, "He
that trusteth in his own heart is a fool". This advice relates to all important
changes in life. Go no where, settle no where, marry no where, without frequent
usage of this prayer.

I find your heart is yet looking towards America; this inclines me to think God
will some time send you thither; in the meanwhile be thankful you have a pulpit
in England to preach Jesus Christ in, and health to preach Him. Be not in a hurry
to go, lest you go without your passport, and then you go on a fool's errand. Do
not wish to be anywhere but where you are, nor anything but what you are. It is
want of communion with God that makes our thoughts run a gadding. Daily
beseech the Lord to make your way plain and then leave it to Him to direct your
steps. Wish not to do good in America next summer, but to do good in England
every day you continue here.

I am yours, etc.

J . B .

[Mr Winter added: "Oh that I had never swerved from the good advice of this
truly apostolicul man!" l

God frequently ordains that early obscurity should lead to most distinguished
work. Dark hours precede the break of day. Joseph rises from prison to sit beside
the king. From the sheepfolds David is called to occupy the throne,

Dean Law
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A Golden Psalm
G. J .  COLLIER ( la te  Pas tor  a t  L ins lade,  Beds)

"Thou wilt show me the path of hfe; in thy presence is fulness of joy:
at Thy right hnnd there are pleasuresfor evermore" (Psalm 16:11)

ACCORDING to the title of this Psalm, Michtam of David, it is a Golden Psalm.
Gold represents divinity, so it is a Psalm that concerns primarily the glorious
Person of the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a Messianic Psalm setting
forth His performance, His place when He stood in the room of His people.

While this is primarily the interpretation of this Psalm, there is another aspect.
The other s'ide is the experimental which believers receive and enjoy under
the good hand of God, to whom the Lord is pleased to show the path of life.
But, to take no notice of the greater and deeper significance of this word, would
be to violate really the great purpose of the Holy Spirit in inspiring the Word
to be written.

when the Lord Jesus took that journey of seven miles from Jerusalem to the
village of Emmaus to expound to those two disciples the things in all the
Scriptures concerning Himself, we may well wonder whether this Psalm formed
part of that most outstanding, wondrous, remarkable discourse. Never would there
have been a Sermon like it. The very One that was able to interpret was there in
His risen power expounding to those two disciples all things concerning Himself.

There are three divisions in this sacred Psalm in respect to Christ, setting forth
.His wondrous performance on behalf of His people.

1. HIS DELIGHT IN HIS PERFORMANCE

In the early part of this Psalm He speaks of this delight and says: "o my soul, thou
hast said unto the Lord Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee; but
to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight"
(verses 2 and 3) and He places Himself in their position by calling on God. The
word "God" in the original is in the singular and that is very significant. our
English language does not always bring out the full meaning of these wonderful
words. christ, being the son of God on earth, speaking to His Father in heaven,
would not use a word in the Hebrew that would represent the Trinity, but He used
the word "El" which represents one God, and He says, "preserve me, o God: for
in thee do I put my trust" (verse I ). You may say, "Did the Lord Jesus really need
to put His trust in God the Father?". oh! Yes, He was standing in His believing
people's place and He was performing on their behalf what they have to pass
through, what they need in their own soul's experience. He speaks of the delight
He has in the performance of these things. "Thou art my Lord: my goodness
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extendeth not to thee; but to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent,
in whom is all my delight."

In Proverbs we read regarding the Lord Jesus: "Then I was by him, as one
brought up with him: and I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before him;
rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the sons of
men" (Proverbs 8:30-31). Is it not a wonderful thing to reflect upon the precious
Lord Jesus in His delights in coming, suffering and enduring and performing all
that He did for His people's sake. If you ever get a little entrance into that
substance of the truth, you wili have something to satisfy your soul and give you
a real blessing.

"He delighteth." He set His face like a flint. Nothing could turn the dear
Saviour from His purpose. Satan attempted it. Three times did he try to turn the
dear Redeemer from His great purpose: "If thou be the Son of God" (Matthew
4:6). The Pharisees and all that came against Him tried hard to divert Him. One
of the most awful statements ever falling from human lips fell on one occasion -
"He hath a devil and is mad" (John 10:20). What an awful thing ro say againsr
the dear Son of God! Yet that came out of the human heart and out of human lips.
We need not, we cannot, condemn, because in our hearts there is the same
enmity, but for the grace of God. We are no better than they; we would have
uttered the same if we had been left to wander into such dreadful depths. But He,
the blessed Lord, set His face like a flint. He knew what He had to pass through,
He turned not aside, He entered into every step, and He delighted to do the
Father's will. "I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, rhy law is within my heart"
(Psalm 40:8).

2. HIS SINGLENESS OF PURPOSB

The Lord Jesus christ had singleness of purpose. we see this in verse 7: "I will
bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel." That counsel was from all eternity;
it was the plan of God for the salvation of His people, and that counsel the Lord
Jesus Christ took upon Himself, cherished it, carried it out to the very fullest
extent, valued it beyond all measure, and He says: "I will bless the Lord, who hath
given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons" - in the dark,
solemn pathway that the Lord had to tread when here on earth among His own
people in our nature, in the way of suffering, in that terrible state and condition of
ignominy and shame.

Then, again, He says: "I have set the Lord always before me: because he is at
my right hand, I shall not be moved."what a'singleness of purpose these words
reveal to us of the dear Redeemer! We have to recognise how we fall, and fail and
falter and, only as we are held up by the hand of God can we lay claim to
anything. But He could say: "I have set the Lcrd always before me." His Father's
honour was always first in His esteem. The performance and pursuit of His
glorious purpose was the first thing in the heart of the Lord Jesus. Nothing else
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could deter Him from it. All the wiles and fury of hell could not take Him away
from the great purpose that He had come to perform, nor deter Him from pursuing
the salvation of His people. This is the Soi of God! This is the LoruJ!tttis is ttre
One in whom our confidence is placed. This is the One in whom all the promises
are residing eternally. They are "Yea" and "Amen" in Him, and not one of them
can fail. Why? Because He set the Lord always before Him.

3. IilS ANTICIPATION

The anticipatory part of this Psalm which looks forward to the glorious triumphs
of His death. We see them in these words: "Therefore my heart is glad, and my
glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." The Lord Jesus
is here in the language of the Psalm looking beyond His earthly performance to
His triumphs: to His glorious resurrection: to the triumphs of His life and death
over all the powers of evil. "Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell" - that is, "in the
grave to comlpt." The almighty God would bring His dear Son through all this
and raise Him from the dead, and show by that resurrection that He accepted all
His performance on behalf of His people, and that death had received its deadly
blow; Satan - that mighty arch enemy of His people - was broken and destroyed.
"Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to
see comrption." You see, then, the anticipatory, forward look of the Redeemer to
His resurrection, His triumphant death and resurrection, and then final ascension
to the right hand of God.

Now in verse 1l the Lord Jesus is looking forward when on earth among His
people to His glorious entrance into heaven. He sees that word being fulfilled in
His case tn the 24th Psalm: "Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory" (Psalm 24:9-1O). Yes, He sees the
triumphs of the work of His salvation. Can you follow Him? Also He sees the
right hand of God, the place that He has a right to occupy now because of His
wondrous performance. All the doing and dying of the dear Redeemer have given
Him the right to occupy the Throne of God. "In thy presence is fulness of joy; at
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."

We may well call it a golden Psalm. It is golden because it is atl of Christ, and
alf of His great and and glorious work, and it is golden in youresteem if you are
one of the Lord's own people. This is the very groundwork of your salvation. Here
you may see Him suffering, agonising, struggling in the throes of death itself.
Here you may see Him rising triumphant from the grave and over death, taking
the very sting of death out of its very character and nature for all His people. Here
you may see Him rising high up into the heavenly glory, ever living to receive all
who come unto God by Him, to demand their acceptance and to intercede on their
behaff. Christ, our great High Priest.
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Now let us come to the other side of this wonderful Psalm and look at it -

FROM TIIE BELTEVER'S STANDPOINT

It has two anticipations. Firstly, a glorious interpretation where it is primarily
concerning Christ. Secondly, as it concerns His people, who are inseparable from
Him. He will not be separated from them, and they will find all their interest and
all their hopes and all their expectations bound up in Him - one with Him they
will be, both now and in eternity.

Now, what are the things that this word brings before us? "Thou wilt shew me
the path of life." How did that refer to the Lord Jesus? You may say, "Surely He
knew the path of life!". But the path that I have been tracing out, through
Gethsemane, and through Gabbatha and Golgotha, and through the garden into
the tomb, was the path that the Lord Jesus had experimentally to be shown - not
instructionally - He knew that path - but He knew also that His Father would
show to Him the unfolding of it in due time and in the fulness of time. How very
different it is with the Lord's peoplel They need to be shown that path of life, not
only experimentally, but instructionally, by way of revelation. They begin without
knowing where it is, what it is, where to find it or even if it is needful to find it.
We look back to the time when we had no concern, no vestige of thought, that we
were ever desirous of walking in or finding such a path as this. Now this language
is very sweet and precious, "Thou wilt show me the path of life". Here is one who
has come to realise that they are out of the way, they know not where to find the
way, like Thomas, who said: "We know not whither thou goest; and how can we
know the way?" The Lord said to him: "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John
14:5-6). In the early stages of a believer's life he or she is totally and completely
at a loss to know whether they will ever be found in this path of life. But here is
a great word, a word or promise, a word of hope, a word of sweet assurance and
comfort: "Thou wilt show me the path of life."

Let us look at this path

First, this path is Christ - Christ from the beginning to the end of it, and, if we
find Him, we find the path of life. Sometimes one is found walking in this path
without being really conscious of the fact. One simply realises one's deep need,
ignorance, blindness, cannot feel or find one's way. Then we can find ourselves
feeling wonderfully led by a way we know not and into steps we never believed
possible, and then we say with amazement to the Lord: "Is this the way - the way
that leads from banishment to life eternal?" No power of reason can ever find out
the way that can only be found and discovered by the revealings of God to the
soul, and by the teaching of the Divine Spirit. Every step of this pathway is
divinely appointed and revealed. It is a way of experience - it is a way of
communication - it is a way of revelation and Christ is the very essence, the
fulness, the beginning and the end, the Alpha and Omega.

I
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What kind of a way is it?
The word of God tells us very plainly that it is a rough and thorny road. you may
say that is a contradiction, but it is not. You will find a great many people today
who will tell you if you only do certain things, make a certain decision, you will
find that the way is smooth, easy, blessed, full of joy, full of everything you desire
in your own heart, and you will have no trouble whatever. There could be nothing
more deceptive in all the world than false teaching, false guidance and false
teachers. They are blind, and blind leaders will only lead into the ditch. Beware
of them! Follow the word of God. The word of God will trace out for you, and
lay out very clearly, the hallmarks of the way of salvation, the way of life, and you
will observe this as others are traced out walking in it, that it is a path of hills and
valleys. There are rocks and crevices, pitfalls and swamps and all kinds of
adversity, and lions on the way, but you will get through - you will come at last
to the end of it triumphantly. It is a way of life.

"Thou wilt shew me the path of ffi"
It is not the path of disappointment, not the way of ultimate ruin, and disaster, it
is the way of lfe. It is life that is real, life that is futl, life that is glorious in Christ,
brought about by His almightiness and power and sovereign goodness in the
experience of His people. It is a rough and thorny road, but this is the way every
saint of God has had to walk. Some will find it rougher than others. It all depends
what you need. Some of us need a good deal of rough treatment to knock offihose
rough edges. If I had a smooth, easy path I should never bd of any avail to the
tried, tempted, troubled family of God. The Lord knows how to deal with His
people to bring out the choicest from real experience of bitterness; the Lord can
turn what is bitter into sweet. You may try to do it, but you will never succeed.
The Lord knows how to mix our troubles, and to balance them in His scales. and
sometimes we may think that He has loaded us with too much on one side and not
enough on the other. But you will find that everything has been measured in
infinite wisdom and infinite love, and not an ounce too much or too little is ever
mgted out to the people of God. oh! what a God we have! This is the path of Life;
this is the mysterious way that the world knows nothing of; they are fools, they
think they would be following an empty sham. They know nothing of what thl
hymn writer says:

"Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
Our saddest hours we prize:
For, though our cup seems filled with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."

what is that sweetness? It is the love of christ. when you find that, you walk
with one who walked a deeper, a harder, more bitter path than yours; you find
your troubles appear very, very light when compared with His.
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What are the ingredients in this path?

We need one thing, certainly, and that is faith, "to walk by faith and not by sight".
We want to walk by sight, but the Lord has forbidden that. You may say: "I hardly
can hope to get very far because my faith is very weak." Yes, but a little faith is a
wonderful thing. It will triumph over death; it will triumph over the devil; it will
reach where nothing else will reach; it can reach the end of the path of life. Faith
in Christ! Oh! you will have to pray often: "Give me faith, Lord! Faith to go out;
faifh to continue today and tomorrow; faith to meet this subversive thing in the
pathway and to overcome it; faith to humble myself at the footstool of the Lord
in true repentance and confession of sin; faith to look to the blessed Jesus and His
redeeming love and blood as a remedy for all my woes, and the cure of all my
sins." That is the kind of faith we want and, when the Lord shows you the path of
life, He will show you what faith is, because He will give it. The first blessed
uprising beam of faith is a most wonderful thing. It entwines itself around a
precious Christ and looks to Him alone, and ponders His steps, and waits
around the very footstool of His throne of grace for guidance, for leading, for
empowering and enabling strength.

Another thing we need in this path of life is courage. When Moses died and
Joshua, a younger man, feeling himself totally unsuited and unfit for the great task
of leading the children of Israel into the land of Promise, he thought everything
rvas finished and gone because Moses was dead. But the Lord came to him and
said: "Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan. . . . Be
strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the
Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest"(Joshua l:2,9). When the
dear Lord comes to us with a word He virtually says to us: "Soul, be of good
courage; I am thy God. Have my promises ever failed? Have you ever found that
I have not been as good as my word?" "Be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord" (Psalm 27:14).

Again, we need strength to endure unto the end. That is what I want. It is many
years now since I felt the Lord lay His hand of mercy and power upon me. Despite
all the failings and sins, shortcomings and departings which have been so great,
so grievous, yet I hope I am in the way, and I believe this, that the Lord will not
leave me but will give me triumphant victory over self and sin at the end. There
will be an end to the path. It is a path of life, it is not a pathway with death at the
end of it. The end of the pathway to every believer is life. Take that to heart if you
fear and dread death.

We must now come to the last point in our text.

"In thy presence is fulness ofjoy"

Moses, when he was contemplating leading the children of Israel through the
wilderness, there was one thing he needed and that was the presence of God.
"If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence"(Exodus 33:15). Is the
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presence of the Lord vital to you? Do you come to the House of Prayer looking
for it, waiting for it, longing for it? Are you content if you find it not, if there are
no signs or evidences in your heart that the Lord is with you? Do you feel the
presence of the Lord a necessity in every step you take? We are poor things
without the presence of the Lord, but we are mighty things in the presence of the
Lord. Look at the characters in the word of God - alone they were weak and
insufficient, but, with the Lord, Gideon and many others that are recorded in the
word, with God's promises, they were all mighty, conquering, all powerful souls,
overcoming their enemies.

In thy presence. There are two things where the presence of the Lord will be
all-essential in your experience. one is this, to bring you rest, rest of spirit, rest of
faith and all that that entails; confidence; assurance; and comfort. oh! there js a
rest that remaineth for the people of God, and this is by the presence of the Lord.

The last thing to be mentioned is joy. "The joy of the Lord is your strength"
(Nehemiah 8:10). That was spoken by Nehemiah and others on that great day
when there was a mighty revival in the land of Israel. where does real joy come
from? What gives us solid satisfaction and comfort? A good many people
get it from false religion, temporary comfort. They get certain kinds of joy, but
not lasting joy, not real joy - it soon evaporates and vanishes. But the presence of
the Lord communicated to His people gives a lasting joy to their souls. christ
Himself said: "Ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you" (John 16:22). ,/oy in the
presence of God!

*At thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore,
we ministers do not preach enough about heaven. It is almost an apology today
to talk about heaven - "You should never bring such a subject before the people,;'
some say. why not? where do we hope to meet? where do we hope the end of
the work of grace will finally land us? where do we expect to find the presence
of the Lord? At the right hand of God where the Man of the right-hand of God sits
in glory and wonder and light and ever-expanding preciousness. we do want to
think of deallr. Some of us may be near it. we want to be really, truly prepared for
it. It is a reality; there are saints of God in heaven, "who throush fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage", but, when they camelo pass through
the river, they found the dreaded menace had vanished. John Bunyan in pilgriib
Progress has a characteq Mr. Fearing, whom he depicts as passing over Jordan,
and he says, "those waters were never so shallow as when he went through".

"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him." our text sums up this
precious truth: "At thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." Chrisi, the
risen, now glorified Lord, is at God's right hand, and there the saints will find alt
their p leasure contained.

May God bless His own word. Amen.
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The Christian's Conflict
PETER KING

A study on the cause and effect of Satan's battle with Christ

WHY ARE WE TEMPTED by Satan and his angels? Surely he knows there is
nothing he can do to Christians destined to an eternity of love and joy! This
question may pass through our thoughts when we are in the middle of a battle with
the enemy of souls. It is clear from Scripture we will not have an easy path to
heaven but the question remains why Satan should be so against us.

The Book of the Revelation gives us unique insights into the period before
creation as well as our days and the end of time into eternity. Chapter 12 starts the
third vision revealed to John as he spent his exile on Patmos, and it is a vivid
reminder of the anger and passion between Satan and our Lord Jesus Christ. We
know Christ was the Son of God before he came to earth and through him
everything came into existence. John tells us in his Gospel that "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of
men" (John l:1-4). It is also clear from Revelation 12 that angels were in heaven
before time as created beings, and at some point Satan led a rebellion against the
authority of the Son of God (Revelation 12:7).We must be careful not to speculate
but the Son, who alone was worthy, agreed to loose the seals and take the book
(that is unfold the purposes of God) sparking this uprising in heaven. The third
vision describes the birth of our Lord and the outcome in heaven and on earth as
the woman (the Church) waits to give birth, but crouching to devour the Child
(Christ) is the dragon (Satan). He wanted to stop this matter before it started but
God caught up the Child "to His throne". Not to be outdone Satan turns on the
woman but God prepares a place for her in the wilderness (this world). Seeing his
plans overthrown he tries to destroy heaven itself, fighting against Michael and
his angels. Defeat was certain and cast into the earth he "went to make war with
the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ" (Revelation 12:17). This is when our conflict began,
for believers are the remnant of her seed.

All through biblical history evidence abounds to support this revelation to John
as Satan used every means he could to destroy the Church. Going back to the time
of the peace in the Garden of Eden we find Satan seducing Eve - his first attempt
to destroy the chosen of God. Genesis 3 tells us Satan put that little seed of doubt
into Eve's mind when he said: "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?" It soon germinated into the plant bearing poisonous berries which
infected everyone, but the promise of the Saviour followed in those beautiful
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words: "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." As men
multiplied on the earth we find the passions of young men looking at the
daughters of Cain as Genesis 6:2 tells us "That the sons of God saw the daughters
of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose".
So satan tried to comrpt the minds of the sons of God - those taught the way of
the Lord - with the earthly ways of the disobedient. Stealthily he continued
towards his goal, to destroy the son himself. At various times throughout the
history of Israel the line of the Messiah from David and Solomon came under
pressure and never more so than when Athaliah killed the royal household. "And
when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and
destroyed all the seed royal" (2 Kings 11:1). By God's grace the hidden Joash
eventually took his rightful place as king in Israel and the line to Christ remained.
Many mot'e times the thin line almost broke, with satan doine all he could to
prevent the Child's birth, but he failed and Jesus was born in BJhlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king.

Continuing his schemes Satan brought this cruel king into the picture using
Herod's love of power to kill all the little children. God saw thiJ and Joseph,
taking notice of the dream, hurried into Egypt. Reading through Revelation 12
with these thoughts in mind we see the wisdom and foreknowledse of God as He
protected both the Child and His mother. As our Lord lived on tliis earth He was
always battling against the wickedness of Pharisee and Scribe, for watching Him
they tried to trip Him up. "Tell us, therefore, what do you think? Is it lawful to
pay taxes to caesar, or not?" They sneered as they sought to discredit Him and
turn Him over to the Romans. Many times He answered with such wisdom
and wonderful example to us when we face the false witness or agent de
provocateur The final attempt at destroying the Messiah was at the crosi, when
1ee1ng Him dying in such agony Satan rubbed his hands with expectanr success.
Praise God, Christ rose from the dead and "he ever liveth to make intercession for
them [the Church]".

Defeated in his plan, satan turned on those who follow Him and that is where
our conflict begins. Angered at his failure he has turned his fury on us: ..But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus christ.,'we
may be harassed but the lion, chained to limit in his ability, cannot hurt us, and
one day we shall be free even from this "light affliction" when with all the saints
we will be safe in glory. So the battle we face came about because Satan was
unable to destroy our Head, and his anger is so great, that although he knows he
cannot win, he still fights for the hearts and minds of Christians.

This battle for supremacy is at the bottom of many of the troubles in the world
and the church, and "Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence" lives on.
Satan exploits our weakness in his constant pursuit to draw us away from the
Lord. Paul says we must "Fight the good fight of faith" for we do not .,war after
the flesh". The enemy uses weapons familiar to us but he is clever with dissuise
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and often outwits us. The "wiles of the devil" catch the unsuspecting and we fall
to our own dismay. How can we fight this battle and assure victory? In one sense
the victory is already won for Christ has overcome, but we still have to live our
life. The Lord provides all the protection we need with "the whole armour of
God" - six pieces of clothing designed specially for the Christian. The grace of
our Lord should amaze us every day!

Gird your waist with truth - Ephesinns 6:14

Pressures within Churches to increase membership and appear "successful"
allows the devil to introduce changes which may bring false doctrine. In this
passage to the Ephesians the picture painted by Paul is a church united in the bond
of peace, for chapter 4 speaks of one Lord, one faith etc. . . . When all the bricks
of a building bond together they are strong, and the defence achieved. So a
Church built on the foundation of biblical truth will not fall prey to false doctrine,
and it is the responsibility of the leadership of the Church to teach, pastoq and
educate the members. This leads to a well taught, strong community, in contrast
to innocence and ignorance which are easy prey to deceit. A small crack in the
wall will soon spread, weakening the whole building, and so will the trickery of
our enemies who wait to see us fall. A divided Church is a weak Church, and soon
falls to the attacks of "cunning craftiness".

The opposite of false doctrine is Truth; that is the Word of God. Whenever our
Lord Jesus Christ faced the false teachers of his day he quoted Scripture. The
tempted Christ said in reply to Satan: "It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." We need to
be familiar with the Bible to be able to follow that example.

In the passage we are considering Paul tells Christians to gird their waist with
Truth, that is to stand firm, with the belt of truth buckled round the waist. The
Jews thought of the waist or loins as the place of the generative power, and to gird
there was to equip with knowledge of the truth. If we have truth at the heart of our
life, then we build on a good foundation and will be able to stand against the
"winds of doctrine" which blow from hell.

Put on the breastplnte of righteousness - Ephesians 6:14

In the battle zone Satan harasses Christians trying to trip us up and destroy our
faith. The historian tells us one of the Israelites brought a Midianite woman into
the presence of Moses (Numbers 25:l -8) and the tabernacle, and Phineas, seeing
this forbidden action, followed the man, kill ing both the Israelite and the woman.
This stopped the plague which had come on Israel because of their fraternising
with Moab. God's answer to these events was that lsrael should treat the
Midianites as enemies, because of what they had done to Israel, involving them
in idol worship (Baal-Peor) "Vex the Midianites, and smite them: for they vex you
with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor". Satan
knows no bounds in his resolve to trick the Christian, and the supreme weapon is
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often the man and woman problem. In an age of blatant exploitation we must
be aware of our weaknesses, because "thou shalt not commit adultery" has a
wider meaning for the Christian who must always keep himself from idols and
worship God alone. Moab is typical of "the flesh" and the alliance Israel
encouraged not only brought the plague (24,000 died) but the leaders of Israel
died. our gracious God knows the weakness of our "flesh" providing armour to
protect against harassment as Paul says "and having on the breastplate of
righteousness"; that is integrity, virtue, purity of life, rightness, correctness of
thinking, feeling, and acting.

The breastplate protected the body on both sides from the neck to the middle,
and the picture is of a support which keeps the neck strong and upright,
preventing any dangerous twisting of the neck, thus preventing the body from
rupturing itself. The neck supports the head and so the thinking. The thought is
one of integrity and uprightness, purity of thought and action, not giving in to the
wayward actions of a devious mind. 2 corinthians 10:5 says: "casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of christ."

The example in Numbers 25:18 suggests the unnamed Israelite thought he
might get away with bringing a woman into the camp, but phineas saw the long-
term implications, as well as God's decrees. Let one woman in and soon it would
be a general practice and so an even worse plague would come on them. How a
little leaven can affect the whole lump! we have this part of the armour to keep
us from ricking our neck when temptation tries to move us away from gracioui
integrity. Later in Deuteronomy 4:4 the Lord reminds the people of this incident:
"But ye that did cleave unto the Lord your God are alive every one of you this
day," and our wisdom is to keep close to our God covered with the righteousness
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Wear the shoes of preparation of the gospel of peace - Ephesians 6:15
we must take care not to appear pious when sin is in our heart, for the acceptable
poise of the "godly" worshipper can hide a mind deceived by expediency. rne
example in Malachi l:11-14 speaks of the man who gave an inferior off".ing
when he had the means to do otherwise. The picture shows him bringing his sheep
for a sacrifice, clearly obeying with the ceremonial laws. But the outward
appearance is deceptive and the animal is not the best he could bring. "But cursed
be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and voweth. and sicrificeth unto
the Lord a corrupt thing." How many times have good impressions hidden the
cheat! The christian may appear forgiving and even wear a smile, yet behind his
back is the murderer's knife ready to injure the innocent, as the Pharisees tasted,
but God knew the heart. Do not bring a pious attitude when underneath you bear
a grudge or seek revenge. Satan likes to make people feel accepted, because he
can then manipulate them any way he pleases. The pride of man is arguably his
greatest weapon, for we love praise.
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The Lord has provided an obscure part in the armour to protect against
hypocrisy, for we are to have our feet shod with the preparation (foundation) of
the gospel of peace, that is to walk according to the Lord's teaching. Feet are a
picture of victory over the conquered foe, with the defeated animal lying with the
hunter's foot firmly on it, and this is how we must treat the enemy of souls.
Another scene is the believer walking according to Gospel teaching, showing the
fruits of the Spirit. How then do we counter the temptation to cheat our God? By
binding (shod) our walk (feet) with the preparation (firm footing) and acceptance
(gospel of peace) of our Lord. Jesus' integrity came by His words, His deeds, and
His death, and the account of the sayings. we have no greater role model than the
Son of God, who went about doing good.

Thke the shietd of faith - Ephesians 6:16
Joseph was the favourite son, making him a prime target for the jealousy of
his brothers. Satan knows he cannot win in the battle for the mind of the believer.
but he does all he can to make life difficult. He is watching at a distance for
that opportunity we so often unwittingly give him. May be Joseph was unwise
in declaring all his heart to his brothers, who could only see him as a threat to
them. It is often the unwise comment that leads to distress, and Joseph suffered
while thinking he was doing good by visiting his brothers. Joseph willingly
obeyed his father, and the long-term outcome brought Israel into the land of
Goshen away from the suffering in Canaan.

Although God's purpose was behind the events, Satan did his best to use the
dispute for his own ends, to destroy Israel. Joseph, devastated when they first put
him into the well, is sold to the Ishmaelites, the ancient enemies of the Hebrews
from the time Hagar gave birth to Ishmael in the far-off days of Abraham and
Sarah. God said to Hagar, "Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and
shalt call his name Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction. And he
will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand
against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren." This must have
struck fear into Joseph's mind as they carried him into Egypt. The believer
sometimes feels the controls of the flesh, wanting to be free in the Gospel. Paul
said he was "sold under sin", condemning that he allowed. confused by the
accusations of Satan working with the deceit in our own hearts we cry out "Can
ever God dwell here?". our merciful Lord has provided for this in the whole
arrnour, giving us the shield of faith or assurance, with which we can quench those
fiery darts from hell.

The root meaning of "shield" is a door, or opportunity given, the way through
which sheep go in and out, or the name of him who brings salvation to those who
follow his guidance. what a picture this is of our Lord Jesus christ who said, "I
am the door", and lay down my life for the sheep. The eastern shepherd would lay
across the entrance to the sheepfold, protecting the sheep from wild animals, and
by taking the shield of faith we are safe from the enemy of souls who conspires
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to destroy us. The shield, sometimes carried by another soldier going in front of
the warrioq is a beautiful picture of our Lord going before us into battle.

We must hold on to our assurance that Jesus is Lord and we will be more than
conquerors through Him.

Wear the helmet of salvation - Ephesians 6:17
The Hebrews were increasing in number and influence so the Egyptians had to
do something about it. Pharaoh used all means to weaken the Israelites and
humiliate them and so does satan among the people of God. Crafty means are his
weapons to make life bitter as the Lord tumed the hearts of the Egyptians. Wise
purposes are always behind the Lord's ways, to test and teach us our weakness
and His grace.

It appears God deliberately turned the Egyptians against the Hebrews. A new
king came to power, Exodus 1:8 tells us, who did not know Joseph and all the
good he had done in the land. This new ruler saw the threat of a nation hostile to
the Egyptian gods and way of life. "come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest
they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join
also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the iand."
wisely means "to show oneself wise, deceive, show one's wisdom" and is the
same word as in Psalm 105:25 translated "craftily". The regime of the taskmaster
served only to increase the Hebrews, making the Egyptians harsher in their
workload. Israel must have felt God had deserted them, forgetting they were in a
foreign land, but a wonderful outcome was not far away. They almost lost hope
that they would ever be free again.

Satan works in a similar way against the Church of Christ. Sometimes the Lord
allows him to persecute us, teaching us lessons about our weakness and
dependence on His mercy and grace. As the Hebrews had quietness and peace in
Egypt during Joseph's period in power, so we learn that only while Jesus protects
us do we enjoy peace of mind. The great outcome will be deliverance from this
enemy to the praise and glory of His name, as the Israelites, freed from Egypt,
came to their promised land. Providing the helmet of salvation in this ',whole
arrnour of God" teaches us to protect our thinking (head) with the promises of
God, who said "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee". circumstances may be
adverse, but take the helmet, which is a protection for the soul in the hope of
salvation, a hope which is a certainty, through the grace of God.

Hold the sword of the Spirit - Ephesinns 6:17
Remember the Gibeonites who deceived Joshua into sheltering them from
danger! Satan can come as an angel of light, and when safely in the heart of the
believer will cause havoc.

The account given by the Gibeonites seemed credible, for they had old clothes
and mouldy bread. The mistake came when the men of Israel "did not ask counsel
of the Lord". It was not long, only three days, before they found the Gibeonites to
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be neighbours, but the agreement remained and enemies lived in the camp of
Israel. The Gibeonites became servants to Israel but brought with them their
culture and false gods. When Joshua tried to force out the inhabitants of Canaan
we find in Joshua l7:l2that Manasseh was unable to drive out the people and
the Canaanite stayed in the land. A treaty with Satan weakens the believer and
becomes a burden for life.

The Lord has granted us a piece of armour to protect against this attack of
Satan: the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God. If Joshua had consulted
the Lord, the Hivites from Gibeon would not have lived among them, and we
must always search the Scriptures to be wise in our life of faith. We saw earlier
that our God has provided us with a guide to healthy living in the Scriptures, but
unless we read it and practice it we shall be like the person who sees wholesome
food but chooses the more palatable. We need keeping from the love of this world,
which deceives us and eventually destroys our communion with the Lord.

"Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking
the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God."

Daily
TRUE CHRISTIANITY is very much an everyday affair. "seven whole days, not
one in seven, I will praise Thee" (George Herbert). Our faith is not confined to the
Lord's Day but is to be practised throughout the week. It is worthwhile to notice
the insistent emphasis the Bible puts on the term "daily" as it relates to the duties
of God's people. The Bible is very much concerned about daily living. If we are
to be effective Christians there are certain things we must do every day.

l. The daily supplication
"I cry unto thee daily" (Psalm 86:3). we cannot live the christian life aright
without this daily habit of prayer. Daniel, the Prime Minister of the Medo-Persian
empire, felt the need of daily prayer and allowed nothing to keep him from this
divine appointment. Those who have been a power for God have been those who
have kept up the habit ofearnest daily prayer.

Prayer keeps us in vital touch with God and gives poise and power throughout
each day and overflows in blessing to others.
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2. The daily search

The Bereans searched the Scriptures daily (Acts lZ:11). A wonderful example is
set for us by these Berean converts. We are to search the Scriptures like those who
dig into it for hid treasure, we should not merely scratch the surface.

We cannot live the Christian life with insufficient nourishment and sustenance.
we need to get alone with the Bible and feed upon the word. while we daily
attend to the needs of the body don't be indifferent to the needs of the soul. ThL
Psalmist could say: "o how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day."

3. The daily song
"Daily shall he be praised" (Psalm 72:15).when anybody sings it is an outward
token of inward happiness. Despondent people seldom sing. wherever the Gospel
has come with its liberating power it has carried with it thii note of gladness. piul
and Silas even sang in rhe prison at philippi after enduring a flogging. Their
religion gave them not only peace in believing but real joy. rhl psalmist Jays that
God not only brought him up from the horrible pit and the miry clay but Fie also
put a new song into his mouth. christians have something to sing a6out!

4. Daily gratitude

"Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits" (psalm 6g:19). Every
day should be a thanksgiving day and we should praise God daily for His
goodness. we should ask ourselves each day, "What shall I render unto the Lord
for all his benefits tolards me?". Count your mercies and let the spirit of gratitude
rise up within you. God's benefits are liberally bestowed; He i.loads',-us with
them. So many are the gifts of God's bounty that He may truly be said to load us
with them.

"oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men!" (Psalm 107).

5. Daily cross-bearing
"If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me" (Luke 9:23). This may not be very pleasant but iiis demanded of
us. we are to do it daily in the thousand-and-one things, whether big or little. The
world may know nothing of the cost of our discipleship but the Lord knows and
that is enough.

6. Daily exhortation
"Exhort one another daily"(Hebrews 3:13).'we are to be concerned about the
spiritual wellbeing of others. There must be mutual exhortation to avoid being
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. The word "exhort', here means to come
alongside. we are to get alongside our fellow believers. There is a great ministry
in which we can all engage. We are told to bear one another's burdens and so fulfil
the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2).
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7. Daily vigilance
"Blessed is the man that heaieth me, watching daily at my gates" (Proverbs 8:34).
We need to watch for His leading and guidance. We need, too, to watch against
our enemies. Peter's stirring call is relevant to us today: "Be sober, be vigilant; for
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour." We need the upward look - "looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith." We need the inward look so that we may be on our guard against the
subtleties of self. Then we shall be wise to exercise the forward look (Hebrews
9:28) and live in the light of His appearing.

8. Daily testimony
"Show forth his salvation from day to day" (Psalm 96:2). Salvation is a subject
for unceasing praise. Another psalm urges us, "let the redeemed of the Lord say
so". We are, as opportunity is given, to bear our witness. May we have grace to
practise our faith in daily life. 

(Notes of a Bibte reading) M.H.

;
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Book Reviews
The Big Book of Questions and Answers. Sinclair B. Ferguson. Christian
Focus Publications. pp. 96. f7.99.

In this publication, the author sets out questions that children may think about,
even though they may not put their thoughts into words.

The book is divided into ten sections, the first of which deals with God as
Creator, progressing to the final one entitled, "Jesus will come back".

Each page has a question, a short answer, a Bible verse, an activity, and
concludes with a prayer. The material is simple and clear, though not superficial,
and should be of help to parents and teachers seeking to instruct young ones the
basics of the Christian Faith.

There is a helpful index at the end. D.C.

Our Loving God. Carine Mackenzie. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 40.

This book is written under four main headings: l. Who God is; 2. What God does;
3. What God gives;4. What God asks from us.

Under each heading, relevant Bible stories are recounted to illustrate the
subject. For instance, in stating one of the things God does is to guide His people,
the story is told of how Abraham sent his servant to find a bride for Isaac, and was
led to Rebekah.

The book is well produced with attractive illustrations in colour throughout.

D.C.



The Gospel Magazine 179

Let's study Mark. sinclair B. Ferguson. The Banner of r[uth riust. pp. 304.
f6.9s.

It has.been a pleasure to review the sixteen chapters of Mark,s Gospel with
Sinclair Ferguson who has begun each of the seventy-three studies with the
Scripture passage printed in italics. The author has as hii aim the encourasement
of ordinary Christian people to understand the message of the Bible and ipply it
to their own lives.

Let's Study Mark is designed to be used in various contexts. It can be used
simply as an aid for individual Bible study, or the family devotional period each
day. To make it useful for group study, guide material is found in twenty-six pages
at the end of this well produced book, with a superb cover photograph'rrim
Kazakhstan by Maurice Harvey.

congratulations to the publishers and author for a worthwhile study book.

J'C'
Peter: Eye witness of His Majesty.Edward Donnelly. The Banner of rhuth
Tbust. pp. 152. f,4.95.
A well gloduced paperback with a powerful message which makes the Apostle
"come alive".It is very readable and full of counsel ind spiritual uplift as well as
solid teaching.

Scriptural references are always accompanied by chapter and verse which
is very helpful. Although primarily addresied to pistors and teachers, church
members of all ages cannot fail to be richly blessid in prayerfully reading this
instructive and enlightening book. 

J.C.B.

Take care in the Bath. Jim cromarty. Evangelical press. pp. 192. fi|.gs.
The Australian author of several children's books has added this volume of fiftv-
two stories, with arresting titles, like the one above, chosen for every week of the
year. The text is Jfie 24-25. Each of the titles is listed at the top oithe page, the
text of Scripture is in a box, and a reading from the Bible is commended.

The stories teach biblical truths and quite often include illustrations from
family life (includingWag the dog!). Children and parenrs alike will find the book
interesting. 

J.C.

S_landering th9 Ange!1. Welwyn Commentary Series. The Message of Jude.
John Benton. Evangelical Press. pp. 190. f6.9S.
The Nyaback Girls' School, some 200 miles from Nairobi, is an unlikely place for
this book to begin. It was while John Benton was speaking at a conference there
to pastors and wives that the messages were given and then, lateq to his
congregation at chertseJ Street Baptist Church in Guildford. How privileged they
were to hear this short Epistle expounded so helpfully.
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The pattern was to speak on a few verses at a time and the subjects dealt with
began with the family (verses 1-2); contending for the faith (verses 3-4); the
judgment of God (verses 5-7); not all the teachers are the same (verses 8-13);
prophecy about false prophets (verses 14-19); taking responsibility for yourself
(verses 20-21); taking responsibility for others (verses 22-23); God is able (verses
24-25); and, finally, the relevance ofJude today.

This is a highly commendable book and is a splendid addition to the Welwyn
Commentaries. J.C.

Rainbow of Grace: Learning from the Ltfe of Noah. Peter Jeffrey.
Evangelical Press. pp. 90. 9295.

The former Minister of Rugby Evangelical Free Church and of Bethlehem
Church, Sandfields, has blessed us with another readable volume with this basic
account of the life of Noah, set against the background of the doctrine of
God's grace.

Beginning with Noah's God, successive chapters view the patriarch from
different aspects, culminating in God's covenant with Noah at chapter seven. A
chapter on the rainbow of grace introduces the final two chapters, which perhaps
belong together, on preserving grace and sanctifying grace. Sparing illustration
serves to help emphasise the relevance for today of this biblical history, in a style
which is at once identifiable and characteristic of the author. C.B.H.

trR@f,d THE SECRETAR\7Sg DEg[3
I have been,ovenvhelmbd:by the response to Dr. Samuel's book, A Aiirrar to the Nation. Many
lriends have written kind letters which are so encouraging. I have tried to reply to you all, but
any I may have missed please accept this note as a thank you for all your prayers. I have no
boaks left, but please let me know if you wish to send a copy to a friend so that we can assess
the need for a reprint. The Lord bless this work and open the eyes of our nation.

Thankyou to all friends who send gifts and amounts in excess of the nominal subscription.
Details on subscriptions and mailing are shown opposite. September subscriptions are now due.

Church and Chapel Groups are long established on our mailing list, both at home and
abroad. and we would encourage readers to promote this and so extend the ministry. You may
wish to consider giving the magazine as a gifi to a iiiend

Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to The Gospel MagaTine or the Bank will
nOt accept them.

All Payments should be sent to Tfte Secretary, "Holme Regis", OId School Lane, Stanford,
Biggleswade, Beds., United Kingdom SGIS 9lL. E-mail: GosMag@aol.com


