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ALL CHANGES and we feel troubled. God's peace is in the 23rd Psalm. Not in
recollecting the idyllic Bethlehem of David's memories, as any who have seen
modern Bethlehem - its militant Islam, urban sprawl where angels sang to the
shepherds, and lucrative holy places - knows. We do not seek recollections of
nature's tranquillity like Wordsworth,

But oft, in lonely rooms, and mid the din
Of towns and cities I have owed to them,
In hours ofweariness, sensations sweet.

David is content, trusting the Lord of the burning bush - the "I AM the good
Shepherd", who leads only for His name's sake. Green pastures, still waters and
paths of righteousness are the Gospel, so Tyndale - .

Euangelion (that we call the gospel), is a Greek word, and signifieth
good, merry, glad and joyful tidings, that maketh a man sheart glad,

and maketh him sing, dance and leap for joy.

Dark death's valley, but we have present tokens, the comfort of His rod, missed
in its rare absences, and His protecting staff. God .nourishes in the presence
of enemies as if past. Reverting to the present, includes the anointing
simultaneously. The Gospel cup overflows.

Foes pursue, but ahead is bright with only goodness and mercy. Uniquely here
the two words are coupled, both retrospective like Jacob's "the Angel which
redeemed me from all evil" and anticipatory in mystic, continuous abiding in the
house of the Lord, though hand and brain continue to engage.
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The God of all Comfort
M.HANDFORD

"Blessed be God, even the Father ofour Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies, and the God ofall comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation,
that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort

wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

IAN MACLAREN, an outstanding preacher of a former day, said that, if he had
his life to live over again, he would lay more emphasis on the ministry of comfort,
because it is always needed.

Now, "comfort", I think, is a word that is somewhat misunderstood. When
people speak of the comfort of a home, or the comfort of an income, or even a
comfortable church, who is to tell what they mean? The word "comfort" has come
down in the world. It has been weakened and sentimentalised. For most people it
means "to soothe" and "to soften", whereas its original meaning was to suggest
strength. Of course, we need both solace and strength and, when we put them
together, then we have the real meaning. Christianity is not a cushion against the
hard facts of life. It does not camouflage the cross, but it is in trouble that we need
strength as well as solace, and here we have this very wonderful title of God
where Paul speaks of Him as "the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort".

Now, if you look into my text you will see that five times over Paul uses the
word "comfort", not because he was deficient in vocabulary. The five-fold
repetition is deliberate. Here is something which it is impossible to over
emphasise. Now, if ever a man had a right to speak on this theme of comfort, that
man was the Apostle Paul. He lived no sheltered life, what with shipwreck and
stoning, with flogging and imprisonment, with ill health and opposition, with
misunderstanding of friends and the devices of vindictive foes - but, yet, this is
the man who speaks of God as "the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort". Paul had earned the right to speak. He is the kind of man that deserves
our attention, and he discovered that Christian comfort not only brought solace
but it also brought strength, that it had a bracing and invigorating quality, and it
was this that made him adequate for all the demands of life. It replenished his
spent resources. It worked a spiritual renovation.

Let us look at this text and find something for our c?mfort in it.

1. Where is the source of all comfort?
"The God of all comfort." True comfort comes from God. Comfort cannot be
found anywhere else apart from Him. Indeed, if you read carefully the New
Testament, all the three Persons of the blessed Trinity are engaged in this gracious
ministry of comfort to the believer. Notice, God is described here as "Father", the
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One who comforts us, not so much "God the Creator" but "God our Father" and,
surely that in itself is significant. Do you remember how our Lord in the Sermon
on the Mount said: "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these
things" (Matthew 6:32). What about that lovely word, too, in Psalm 103: "Like
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him." Our
Comforter is a loving, understanding, tender and gracious Heavenly Father.

Notice, too He is spoken of as "the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ". We only
know God as our Father as disclosed in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. There
was a day when Philip, one of the twelve, came to our Lord and said, "Shew us
the Father, and it sufficeth us", and the Lord said to Philip: "Have I been so long
time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath
seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?" In Christ we have
the supreme manifestation of God.

Look at our Lord again in the Gospel record and there you see Him frequently
in His earthly ministry found amongst men and women in sorrow, and we read
more than once that "Jesus was moved with compassion" as He moved among the
people who were in deep trouble - a heart of compassion. Now, says the New
Testament, God is like Jesus - tender, loving, compassionate and sympathetic.

Notice this other word, "the Father of mercies". He is the God of compassion.
His heart goes out to His people in their trouble and it is good to be reminded that
there is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. "The
Father of mercies." One of the Old Testament prophets - Micah - says: "He
delighteth in mercy (7:18). Indeed, His mercy is revealed in its fulness on the
Cross where, for Christ's sake, He hath forgiven the sins of His people.

2. God is the source of strength
We are weak apart from Him, but, when we lay hold on God, we lay hold on
sustaining power. Only God can avail for the multiple miseries of earth, for men
are prone to seek for comfort and solace from other sources and they are only
doomed to failure. Only God in Christ can meet our deepest need and dispense
comfort when we are in need. We cannot but think of those lines:

"Let me no more my comfort draw
From my frail hold of Thee.
In this alone rejoice withal,
Thy mighty grasp of me."

When we realise, if we are believers, that we are in the hand of God, we can
rejoice in His mighty grasp of us. Here is solid comfo·rt. The Gospel is not dead
dogma, but living, transforming truth. It comes from God in Christ.

3. The supply of our comfort
And what can we say about that? First of all, it is a Divine supply. As to its quality
it is not human but Divine. It is God-like, dependable, unfailing, always availing.



148 The Gospel Magazine

How often human aid fails! How helpless we feel, sometimes, to help others. But
God is never helpless. Yes, it is a Divine supply. You remember that lovely word
in a little known book in the Old Testament, Lamentations 3:22-23: " ... his
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness."
Paul's comfort was not just a trickle to be dried up in the day of drought, but he
loved to proclaim the infinitude of his supply. It is a Divine supply. It comes from
God; it partakes of God's nature.

4. Notice, too, it is a sufficient supply

It is adequate. There is an ample sufficiency. Note the two "alls" in the text: "The
God of all comfort" on the one hand, and all our tribulation on the other, and the
supply of God's grace is sufficient for every need.

5. We could say, on the other hand, that it is a restricted supply
... that it is only given in proportion to our need, because the need guarantees the
measure of the supply. "My grace is sufficient for thee" - and so it is. It is all
embracing. Perhaps sometimes we are tempted to think that there is some sphere
of trouble where God is unable to enter, some trial that is peculiarly our own - not
so. His grace is sufficient for every need. And the comfort He gives is continuous
in its operation. Human sympathy, however sincere, is so often transitory. Our
sorrow is soon forgotten by others, but not by God.

And it is also personal in its nature. It comes down to us where we are, and when
we are hemmed in by cares, sorrows and temptations, when we are in straits and
tight corners, when, to take up the words of the Psalmist, "we are at our wits end",
well - He gives comfort in such conditions. But sometimes the comfort comes to
us in most unexpected ways, in ways we cannot describe. We cannot give an
explanation but we rejoice in the experiences that William Cowper describes:

" Sometimes a light surprises
The Christian while he sings;
It is the Lord who rises
With healing in His wings."

Yes, the Lord has His own surprises and His own way of meeting our need.
Sometimes comfort is mediated through friends. It was so with the Apostle Paul

on more than one occasion. But Paul never allowed a creature to eclipse the Lord
who sent it. When we are in sore straits then God raises up someone to come
along and be a tower of strength. God comfort us; He stands by us. He invigorates
us. He girds us with strength for the battle of life. We' cannot escape tribulation
for very long in this world. Remember the word in the Book of Job - it is ever
true - "Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward" (5:7). Sooner or later
the sun is obscured by a dark cloud, the winds of adversity blow and we discover
that every flower has its blight, that there is a worm at every root, but, even at such
times, we may experience and know in deep measure that there is One who stands
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by us and never leaves us alone. Indeed, He has promised, "I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee" (Hebrews 13:5). This is so wonderfully illustrated in the
Bible. Take the story of Joseph in the Old Testament. He was despised by his
brethren, he was falsely accused, he was cast into the prison, and yet, more than
once, we read, "The Lord was with Joseph". Or what about Joshua? He had to
succeed Moses as the leader of the Israelites. His was no sinecure - it was a very
demanding job to which he was called, but, as he took up the reins of office, this
word came to him from God: "As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee"
(Joshua 1:5). Or what about David? He certainly had a chequered career and a
variety of experiences came his way, but this is what we read on one dire
occasion: "but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God" (l Samuel 30:6).

6. The sharing of our comfort
Now there is something else - not only the Source of our comfort and the supply
of our comfort, but the sharing of it, for Paul goes on to say: " ... by the comfort
wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God." And it comes down really to this,
that God stands by us in our tribulations so that we shall be qualified to stand by
others in their tribulations. I like how Dr. Jowitt puts it: "The Lord comforts us,
not to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters." We receive comfort so
that we may pass it on and help others. Our strength is to be shared - it is not to
be selfishly indulged. Here is an iIlescapable obligation, we are to recall how
that God came to us in the dark hours of our sorrow, and we are to go out and take
His tenderness and touch the sorrows of others even as He has touched ours.
This is an inescapable obligation. If He has blessed us, it is that we can turn and
be made a blessing to others. We may have to pass through some sore trials, but,
if a trusted friend is beside us, if we know that somebody cares and somebody
feels for us and shares it with us, that old proverb is true: "A trouble shared is a
trouble halved."

"Now," says, Paul, "we have been comforted ourselves so that in return we may
comfort others." You know the lines:

"Oh! strengthen me that while I stand
Firm on the rock and strong in Thee
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea."

Take with you this lovely verse and especially this phrase speaking of God
as "the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort';. He lives up to this title.
He has fulfilled that office to countless numbers down the years. I pray that He
may meet your need and that, in the hour of your sorrow and bereavement, you
may find in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ all that you need, and prove indeed
that He is "the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort", for His Name's
sake. Amen.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

TREASURE - REAL AND LASTING

OUR GARAGE is full of an assortment of items like garden tools, barbecue
equipment, toys, games. Some things we use often and other things we keep just
in case we find a use for them some day. The other day my grown-up daughter
noticed the little two-wheeler bicycle, that she used to love so much, lying at the
back of the garage all rusty. That little bike used to be such a treasure, but not any
more. Now it is heading for the rubbish dump.

I am sure you like it when Mum and Dad get a new car. It looks so good when
it is all shiny and new. But as the years pass scratches appear and spots of rust.
Dad can touch them up with new paint but soon the rust comes through again.

The washing machine works well for a few years, then perhaps a bearing will
wear away. Sometimes the cost of repairing the machine is more than the cost of
a new one, so the old machine has to be thrown out on the scrap heap.

Whatever possession we have it is liable to get broken or rusty or worn out or
moth-eaten or even stolen. None of our material goods is of lasting value.

Jesus warns us about this in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6:19-21: "Lay
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."

Where is our treasure? What do we value most? Is it the thing which perishes
like a car, bike, clothes, toy or computer - all soon on the scrap heap? A visit to
the town rubbish dump shows how short-lived much of our treasure is.

Treasure in heaven is of lasting value. It will not perish. It is much more
important. How do we get treasure in heaven? We cannot buy it.

Jesus makes us co-heirs with Him of the eternal inheritance which is more
valuable than any palace or estate in this world. God keeps it for us safe and sure.

Do we love God more than earthly things? Do we spend more time and effort
in the things of God? Then our treasure is in heaven.

Jesus once met a rich man who asked him how he could inherit eternal life.
Jesus told him first about the commandments which the rich young man said he
had kept. Jesus then focused on the man's weak spot. {'Go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow
me." The man did not do that. He went away sorrowfully. His sin was, not that he
had possessions, but that he loved them more than he loved God.

If we love God and the things of God with the help of the Lord Jesus Christ,
then we will have treasures in heaven.



The Gospel Magazine

BIBLE SEARCH

. 151

Find the missing words from the verses. If your answers are correct the initial
letters will spell out the word TREASURE.

1. Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high minded, nor
_____ in uncertain riches ... (1 Timothy 6: 17).

2. If increase set not your heart upon them (Psalm 62:10).

3. How hardly shall they that have riches into the kingdom of God
(Mark 10:23).

4. Sell that ye have and give ; provide yourselves bags which wax
not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not ... (Luke 12:33).

5. Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and that thou hast
and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven (Matthew 19:21).

6. An inheritance incorruptible and and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you (1 Peter 1:4).

7. Trust ... in the living God who giveth us an things to enjoy
(1 Timothy 6: 17).

8. Riches certainly make themselves wings; they flyaway as an __~__
toward heaven (Proverbs 23:5).

- ..-

To the Fearful
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY >.

"Why are yefeaiful, 0 ye of little faith?" (Matthew 8:26)

WEAK BELIEVERS are sometimes apt to be afraid that they are not in the
number of God's elect. They can, indeed, say with Oavid, "Blessed is the man
whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee": but they are not clearly
satisfied that this blessedness is theirs. For my own part, I look upon it as one of
the best symptoms of a regenerate state, when a person is ardently desirous to
know his election of God. Granting, however, that thousands of converted people
have not.attained to those heights of exalted consolation, as to be able to say, with
an unfaltering tongue - "Thou hast chosen me, and not cast me away" - yet there
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is some secret comfort even in waiting upon God for the joy of His salvation, in
seeking the light of His countenance, and in crediting the truths and promises of
the Gospel at large.

To those who are by grace led thus far, I would beg leave to propose the
following questions: Art thou desirous of choosing God in Christ to be thy Father,
thy portion, and thy covenant God - here and ever? If you are, it is one happy
proof that God has chosen thee to salvation, through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth. You could not choose Him if He had not first chosen you.
Is love to God in any measure kindled in thy heart? Or, if you are in any doubt as
to this, do you wish to love Him? Would you be glad to receive Him and to hold
Him fast, as your chief and only good? Take courage. Wishing is a degree of love.
No man ever wished for the thing he altogether hated. A wisher for Christ is a
lover of Christ. Is the law of God written on thy mind? That is, can you say with
the apostle, that "to will is present with you", and that you "delight in the law of
God after the inward man"? Would it make you easy and happy, and would you
have the supreme desire of your heart, were you to be holy as God is holy, and
pure as Christ is? Then you may add, as the apostle does, "I thank God through
Jesus Christ". The Lord would not thus have written His law (however
imperfectly at present) upon thy heart, if the pen of His own free grace had not
first written thy name in the Book of Life. Yet stop not here, but pray for the
witness of the Holy Spirit to bear unclouded testimony to thy spirit that thou art a
child of God. Wait the appointed time, and God will set that promise as a seal
upon thy heart: "Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy
name; thou art mine."

-e-

The Doctrine of Election
m"tmportance and Relevance for the Church Today

DAVID N. SAMUEL

PART 11

The teaching of the Church of England
We have in the previous part of this article traced tht'1 doctrine of predestination
and election through the Bible, Augustine and Wycliffe. I need not trace it through
the Reformers, it is unquestionably there. It was present in them all in some form
or other, simply because the cry of Sola gratia cannot be sustained without it. If
salvation is of grace not of works, then the ground of distinguishing grace must
be found outside man, not within him. It is found in the secret and inscrutable
purpose of God who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will
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(Ephesians 1:11). As to the doctrine of the Church of England, we see that it
preserves the same two-sidedness, the same double aspect of the Church, that is,
its visible and invisible sides that we have noticed before. The proper
understanding of its visible and institutional character is found in Article XIX 
Of the Church: "The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men in
which the pure Word of God is preached and the sacraments. be duly ministered
according to Christ's ordinance in all things that of necessity are requisite to
the same."

Where is the Article on the invisible Church? There are those who have
contended that we have not got one, that our Articles speak only of the visible
Church, and do not mention the distinction that was universal amongst the
Reformers. But this is not the case. The Article concerning the invisible Church
is found in Article XVII - Of Predestination and Election: "Predestination to life
is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before the foundations of the world
were laid) He hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret to us, to deliver from
curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and
to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour.... "

This is "the little flock" of which our Saviour speaks, to whom it is the Father's
good pleasure to give them the kingdom. There is the invisible Church, which is
related to, but not commensurable with, the visible, outward, institutional Church.
Moreover, as Article XVII - Of Predestination comes before Article XIX - Of the
Church, it is intended to be understood as having logical priority over it. The
concept of election is, as in the Bible, Augustine, Wycliffe and the Reformers, the
controlling doctrine, which governs and presupposes our thinking about the
visible Church, its preaching, sacraments, and fellowship.

The value of the doctrine of Predestination for today
We must turn now to the usefulness and relevance of the doctrine of election for
the Church today, and its importance, too, for many of the ills we suffer are
attributable to the neglect, or contempt of this doctrine by those who ought to
know better.

First, it should, if properly attended to, preserve us from unworthy views of
God. J. B. Phillips wrote a book a number of years ago with the intriguing title,
Your God is too Small. It epitomises the particular affliction of the Church and its
leaders today. We have partial, limited and unworthy views of God. Our thinking
about God is anthropocentric. The categories we use are subjective rather than
Biblical. It would come as just such a great surprise to many within the Church
today to discover that God is at the centre of things, as it came to the
contemporaries of Galileo to learn that the earth revolved around the sun. We are
in the age of "flat earth" theology. God in the present Church scene is reduced to
a benevolent and interested spectator. We make our plans for the Church and then
ask God ·to bless them. We are now so confident that we can predict how many
people will join the Church in the next twelve months and have devised just the
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right teaching and marketing research. Where God fits into all this it is difficult to
see, except in the role of an observer.

This is the consequence of the Arminian theology that has taken control of the
Church, though most would not be able to give it a name at all. What is happening
in the Church today is not happening by accident. It has causes, theological
causes. The practice of the Church today has been determined by the theology it
adopted yesterday, and that theology was Arminian. Arminianism is essentially
man~centred, and it reduces God to the role of an observer or spectator in His own
universe. This can be demonstrated. Arminianism makes a distinction between
God's foreknowledge and His foreordination. It recognizes that God must
foreknow events, but denies that He ordains them to come to pass. But by the
nature of the case, if God foreknows what will be done in the future, it follows
that those events must be certain, otherwise he would have no knowledge of them.
However, Arminianism has already denied that the certainty of events is
attributable to God. He has not ordained them. Therefore their certainty must be
attributed to some other course, or causes, outside God - to the working of blind
fate or necessity. Thus God becomes a mere spectator in His own universe. He is
made dependent for His knowledge upon the things known, instead of all things
being dependent upon Him. The only way of escape from this conclusion is to
lapse into Socianism or Unitarianism, and deny also that God even knows what
will come to pass.

Now the demoralising consequences of this theology must be apparent. They
are all about us in the Church today, in the way in which modem Christians set
about, not only their own salvation, but the ordering of the Church, its
bureaucracy, planning and focus groups. God is brought in almost as an
afterthought, when some ultimate justification is required for the system. Is the
God of the General Synod of the Church of England less remote and passive than
the God of eighteenth century Deism? I suggest that the doctrine of predestination
and election and all that it means in terms of the power and sovereignty of God,
is the necessary corrective that is needed to these unworthy and limited views of
God. The remedy lies close at hand in its very own Articles of Religion.

Secondly, it should serve to preserve the Church from 'popery. Against the
medieval system of the papacy, clad like Goliath in helmet and greaves of brass
and bearing spear and shield, Wycliffe advanced with, as it were, a stone and a
sling, that is, with the biblical doctrine of predestination. It was sufficient to break
its power and write its doom, for this doctrine is, as we have said, fatal to all
ecclesiastical pretensions. It strips every manifestation. of priestcraft of its power,
for it reveals the truth, that the grace of God is not tied to any order of men, be
they in the so-called apostolic succession or not, but is dispensed by Him who
says, "I ... win be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on
whom I will shew mercy" (Exodus 33.19). Before the brilliance of that light the
claims of Romanism and every other sacerdotal system melt as the shades of night
before the rays of the sun.
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Let us be under no illusion about the growing cult of the papacy and priestly
religion in the popular mind today, in this so-called age of secularism. Hardly a
day passes without the pope being featured in the newspapers. Wherever he goes
he draws millions of people and the news media behind him in popular
acclamation. They do not know what they are following. They have no real
comprehension of the claims of the papacy. But the popular appeal and the
potential power that goes with it are there. The essence of Roman Catholicism lies
in the power of the priest who is regarded as mediator, the exclusive channel of
God's grace to man. Without this claim the whole sacerdotal system loses its
raison d'etre. The influence of such teaching is growing in the Church of
England. Once only esoteric groups of Anglo-catholic clergy used to visit
Walsingham. Now the image of Our Lady of Walsingham is taken on tour of the
dioceses. With the decay of Protestant principles and Reformation teaching in the
national Church, its clergy and people slide inexorably into unreformed concepts
of ministry.

As the ecumenical movement gathers pace, the orientation of the Churches is
towards the papacy, and the goal towards which it aspires is the exaltation of the
visible, institutional Church with its consequent claim to exclusiveness and
authority over the souls of men. Many Protestants feel dispirited and defeated as
this movement gathers momentum. With what can we oppose this Colossus? Let
us remember the words of Paul: "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ."
The churches of the Reformation have in their armoury the weapon that can
overthrow all such false claims and teaching. It is their disregard and neglect of it
that has made them a prey to sacerdotalism and the growing influence of Rome.
If we have the courage to proclaim the whole counsel of God we shall have
nothing to fear.

Thirdly, it should preserve evangelicals from incipient sacramentalism. By
incipient sacramentalism I mean the tendency to attribute to the sacraments a
powerto work of themselves, regardless of the spiritual condition of the recipient,
whether he has faith or not. At the time of the Reformation all the Reformers
opposed this ex opere operato doctrine of the sacraments. In more recent years
some evangelicals have chosen to speak in exaggerated language about the
efficacy of the sacraments. In a book called Growing into Union, written by two
evangelical and two Anglo-catholic authors, tl).e expression, "the sheer,
unqualified efficacy of the sacrament" was used, and the claim made that "the
sacrament effects what it signifies", brushing aside the biblical warning on the
need for worthy reception. This tendency is a dangerous one. It has been justly,
and to my mind, unanswerably criticised by Dr. Scales in the Evangelical
Success.ion, published by lames Clark. All I want to say here is, that the teaching
and the tendency to ascribe such power to the sacraments would not arise amongst
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evangelicals if they held the doctrine of election in due regard, and gave it its
rightful place in their doctrinal system. It is, as we have seen, the controlling
doctrine regarding the Church. It should govern our understanding of the visible,
institutional Church, its preaching, sacraments and fellowship. When this is
recognised, the language of "sheer, unqualified efficacy" in regard to the
sacraments, as indeed to the preaching of the Word, is quite unjustifiable and
inapposite. "The sacraments," wrote Calvin, "duly perform their office only when
accompanied by the Spirit, the internal Master, whose energy alone penetrates the
heart, stirs the affections, and procures access for the sacrament into our soul. If
He is wanting, the sacraments can avail us no more than the sun shining upon the
eyeballs of the blind, or sounds uttered in the ears of the deaf." This is the proper
theological milieu in which the Reformers did all their thinking and writing about
the sacraments. It follows that the sacraments can only be truly efficacious, or
operative, in the elect, in those to whom the Holy Spirit is imparted.

Divorced from the doctrine of election the understanding of the sacraments
quickly degenerates into ex opere operato notions and the language of "sheer,
unqualified efficacy".

The doctrine of the Visible Church must always have the teaching of the
invisible Church of God's elect to qualify and control it. Without this two
sidedness, the visible, institutional Church assumes a dominant and oppressive
role, and its rites and ceremonies are gradually invested with magical potency.

Fourthly, it gives the Church a sense o/purpose. Behind the flux and change of
the world and its history in which the visible, institutional Church is involved,
there is the eternal and unchanging plan and purpose of God. Let us take an
illustration from nature and experience. Our Senses are continually bombarded by
impressions of colour, sound and feeling from the world about us. What enables
us to impose some order and coherence upon all this confusion? The mind; the
human mind is so equipped that it is able to impose order upon all these random
impressions and make sense of it all. If the mind did not perform this function, the
world would be "buzzing, booming confusion". When we look out upon the world
and its history, we are confronted with a multiplicity of events, with the flux and
change and passage of history. What sense can we make of it all? One historian
claims that he discerns a purpose, only to be debunked by another, and the modern
approach seems to be one of skepticism regarding any purpose at all. It seems to
me that we can make no sense of the empirical data of the world and history and
life unless we have the categories of the Bible, of revelation, with which to do it.
And especially important among them are the doctI:ines of predestination and
election. Across the tracts of time marches the unchanging, invincible purpose of
God to call out a people for Himself, to justify and glorify them.

Without this great plan I cannot make sense of the manifold facts of history and
life. The history of the world often hangs literally by a thread. Think of the baby
Moses adrift on the waters of the Nile. Think of Paul, before his great mission was
properly begun, suspended from the walls of Damascus by a rope in a basket.
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Why was the Gospel first preached in the West rather than in the East? Why did
Christ come into the world when He did rather than earlier or later? "How odd of
God," says the cynic, "to choose the Jews." Why should this person believe the
Gospel and not that person, when humanly speaking they have had the same
opportunities and privileges? If we confine ourselves to the contingent facts
and the secondary causes we can make no sense of it. The world becomes a
"big buzzing, booming confusion". Indeed, the philosophy of chance and the
absurd seems to be the only possible conclusion, which is where our generation
has arrived.

We must view the facts of history and experience in relation to God and His
purposes. This is what men of faith have always done, and it has brought order
out of confusion. Joseph saw that what had fallen out for him was not accidental,
but ordained by God to fulfil His purpose, not merely for himself but for the
people of God. He said to his astonished brethren, when they met up with him in
Egypt, where he had become the chief power in the land next to Pharaoh: "God
sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives
by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and
he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler
throughout all the land of Egypt" (Genesis 45:7-8). The same thing is true when
the foreordination of God is applied to the contingent, historical facts relating to
the crucifixion of our Lord; as it was by Peter and the Church in Acts 4:27: "For
of a truth against thy holy child Jesu!;, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and
Pontius Pilate, ll\'ith the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together." The same is true when the contingent facts of our own personal
histories are brought into relation with the purposes of God in election. Truly,
nothing happens by accident. "And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son ... " (Romans 8:28-29).

Practical application
All this has a practical application. This I need hardly poin( out. I conclude with
this observation. The trouble with the Church and many Christians today is that
they look only at the contingent facts. They view the events of the world and of
their own lives only superficially and not in the light of the Bible and the context
of the overarching purpose of God in election and predestination. This does not
minister to faith. If we do this we allow the world to set the agenda. But the truth
is that the agenda has already been set. The purpose and goal of history have been
determined by the counsel of Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to His disciples: "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom." When the Church and the Christian grasp that
truth by faith they will know that they are not the victims of events, but "more
than conquerors".
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Psalm 22
KEITH BERRY (Hightown Baptist Church, Luton, Beds.)

I WONDER in your experience if you have a favourite masterpiece, a work of art
that you return to again and again - it might be a Symphony - it might be a
painting - it might be a favourite book or a poem. It is something you are
drawn back to again and again and every time you gQ back you find some
thing new, you see something to encourage you, something to instruct you. That
is why masterpieces are so called, because they have hidden depths which we
cannot fathom.

As we meditate on Psalm 22 we are going to look at God's masterpiece. We are
going to survey again that "wondrous Cross on which the Prince of Glory died".
This is the greatest thing that ever happened - the greatest event in the history of
this little planet Earth and, if I had to give it a title, I would give it this: "The
Cruciality of the Cross"._ "Crucial" is a very interesting word. It comes from a
Latin word which means "crux". When people want to prove an argument they
want to show you what they mean - "So the point I am making is absolutely
essential to my argument." I think most people, even with a superficial grasp of
the Christian faith, would say that this is right, the Cross is crucial, essential, the
most important thing. The world-wide symbol of Christianity is not a manger, it

.. is not even an empty tomb, it is the Cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. I discovered
in my dictionary that the word "crux" has a second meaning - it also means
something that is exceedingly puzzling. I cannot understand it - I can't begin to
take it in - why did the Son of God have to die there upon that accursed tree? That
is why we need to consider again this great truth, the cruciality of the Cross, and
we are called on, if we are believers, to proclaim the message of the Cross to all
around us. So, in what way is the death of the Lord Jesus Christ two thousand
years ago relevant to us today? In what way does it still transform the lives of
many right here in 2000? I want to give you three simple headings in looking at
the Passion, the sufferings of Christ.

First, the profundity of that Passion. How deeply did the Son of God suffer?
Second, the purpose behind the suffering. It is not enough to know how He

suffered, we must know why He suffered - the meaning, the purpose in the Cross.
Third. For us who are believers, some practical implications. What does that

Cross mean for us today? How should it affect us n9w? Why do we need it so
much? Why are we totally dependent upon the Cross of Christ?

I want to look at the whole scene just from the aspect there in Psalm 22. Why
was Jesus Christ forsaken of God? Why did He cry out, "My God, My God, Why
hast thou forsaken me?" as He was dying there in our place, bearing the sin and
the wrath of a holy God against Him, thus to become the Representative and the
Substitute for His people?
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FIRST - THE PROFUNDITY OF HIS PASSION

1'59

... the depth of the sufferings of the Son of God. In what way did the Lord Jesus
Christ actually suffer? Well, first of all, we know He suffered mentally. He
suffered in His own mind. He suffered the mental agonies of anticipation. We all
suffer in that way in a measure if we have something in front of us that we are
dreading. We all know about all those worries and those cares that can affect us
so much, but no one ever suffered mentally like the Lord Jesus. The Scriptures of
the Old Testament were His Bible and, as a young Jewish boy, He would have
been instructed in the Hebrew Scriptures. He would have known many long
passages off by heart. But, for the Lord Jesus, every Book, every passage of the
Old Testament must have been full of prophetic significance - many pictures,
many types, many shadows of what was to come. Let me give you an example.
We all know the story ofAbraham and Isaac in Genesis chapter 22. The father was
told by God to sacrifice his own dearly beloved son and, as the knife was raised,
at that very moment to kill his own son, we know that God intervened with that
ram caught in a thicket that was sacrificed in the place of his own son. But, He
who was God's Son, His only beloved Son, the Only begotten of the Father, the
eternal one, fully God, He knew that there would be no substitute, there would be
no divine intervention for Him at the last minute. Christ knew every Book in the
Old Testament and He knew that on every page it was pointing forward to Him
and to the fulfilment of God's purpose in His suffering. The Psalms are full of it.
Psalm 22, Psalm 69, and many others, and also Isaiah 53 - one of the most famous
passages in the Old Testament - they all tell us in remarkable detail exactly how
the promised Messiah would come, and He did come as the suffering Servant
pouring out His soul unto death even for the sins of His own people. The Lord
Jesus Christ knew every one of these passages in all their detail, every gruesome
detail. Surely, only this explains the unique mental agonies of Gethsemane. As the
holy Son of God was kneeling there in prayer He catches a glimpse of the foulness
of sin and the awful penalty that He will have to bear on His people's behalf - the
sword that will fall on Him - the shedding of His own blood, the fire of God's
wrath. That was the worst thing of all - the wrath of His holy Father, cut off from
Him. Are we surprised, then, at those words: "Oh! My Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass from Me?" That says to me that, if it were possible, if there were any
other way in which God could save sinners other than through the death of His
Own Son, don't you think that God would have found that way? But no! this was
the only way in which, through the death of Jesus, we could be saved from the
mighty problem of our sin.

But then, we know that He suffered physically. Within minutes there in the
Garden of Gethsemane the betrayer arrives with a great multitude of the Jews and
the Romans and the Lord Jesus is taken and rushed to a mock trial, and then we
see Him suffering physically. We can never take in, can we, how rough and how
callous were those soldiers when they took Him and whipped Him with their
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Roman scourges? You know, that was a terrible thing, that horrible whip with its
strips of leather and a pellet of bone or metal at the end which was designed to
mangle the flesh. Many, of course, died at that point. But here we see the Lord
Jesus in His humanity, the perfect Man, the strong Son of God in the prime of His
life, suffering physically. We see Him subjected to what is a sort of satanic parody
of coronation. They strip Him, they put on Him a scarlet robe, they put a reed in
His right hand, and there He is, the King of kings, anointed with the spittle of
men, and the creatures that He had made punching Him, leading Him to a place
called the Skull, outside the religious city wall, and there they crucified Him
between two common criminals. We read in Psalm 22, "They pierced my hands
and my feet". Hanging there, He is left to die, exposed to the pitiless rays of that
Middle Eastern sun. We read so many of the words of the great, the divine
Sufferer there in Psalm 22. "I am poured out like water and all my bones are out
of joint. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, my tongue cleaveth to my jaws."
Oh! the terrible thirst problem! He hangs there utterly exhausted, unable to move,
unable to breathe and cries out, "I thirst". We know that these words were fulfilled
to the last detail, and we read in the Gospels of His public shame and humiliation.
Can you get any lower than this, dear friends? Verse 6: "I am a worm and no man,
the reproach of men and despised of the people." That word "reproach" is a very
strong word. The root of that word means "to pull off', "to strip", "to expose to
shame". What terrible nakedness and exposure of the Son of God to all the
ugliness and all the filth and hatred of men! But, worse than that, He was exposed
to the wrath of a holy God. He suffered mentally, He suffered physically.

He also suffered spiritually. Now this is the depth of His suffering. He suffered
in His own soul. Now, nowhere more than here, do we find people
misunderstanding and misinterpreting the Cross. I have heard so many people
quote Psalm 22: I and say: "Well, these are terrible words." People quote this
verse but they quote it completely out of context, as if the Lord Jesus being
forsaken by God somehow proves the harsh justice of God. "Does God hate His
Son to punish Him like this? I~ Jesus Christ being compelled to do what God
Himself was unwilling to do?" When people say these things they completely
miss the point, they completely misunderstand it. God's Word teaches us very
plainly and very wonderfully that the Father was giving the Son and that the Son
was voluntarily laying down His life for us all. We see Him here suffering
spiritually. We see Him suffering in His own soul. What we have here is nothing
less than God in our nature forsaken by God. What an amazing thought! The Lord
Jesus suffered upon the Cross those hours of darkness that was nothing less than
hell, suffering the second death. You remember when 'God said to Adam, "In the
day you eat thereof ye shall surely die", or, more literally, "In that day, dying
thou shalt die". Two deaths - yes, he died spiritually. The moment he forsook
God, the moment he rebelled against God, communication with God was broken,
Adam died spiritually, he was cut off from God - then we know at a later date he
died physically.



The Gospel Magazine 161

The Lord Jesus, who is the second Adam, yes, He died physically in His body,
but at this point upon the Cross He is suffering hell. He is suffering that
separation, that cut-offness ofAdam in the Garden - He is bearing that curse - He
is taking that wrath, that punishment that we deserve. There He is suffering in His
own soul the agonies of hell. Now, do you understand this?

SECOND - THE PURPOSE BEHIND THE SUFFERING

People ask, "Why did He die? Why did He suffer so, mentally and physically and
spiritually? It is such a puzzle," people say. But, you see, it is so important, it is
so essential to true biblical Christianity. But why? Yes, He suffered. But why did
He suffer? First of all, because of the seriousness of sin. Some may say, "Why do
you preachers get so upset about sin? Surely God made us like this anyway, didn't
He? Surely you are not saying that a loving God will hold me accountable for the
things I do and say and think?" I am afraid He will, because God has established
an unchanging moral law for all men, sumllled up objectively in His law, in the
ten commandments, and subjectively written in your heart and alongside your
conscience. We know what the Bible says is true, that God has a standard, a law
by which He will judge every one of us. The Bible shows us, in contrast to the
theories of evolution, that human beings are not just highly developed animals
with oversized brains - that theory is a fiction of men's imagination. The Bible
tells us that we are a unique special creation, made in the image of God, and, as
such, God deals with us all as morally responsible agents. So we are accountable
for all our actions. We are accountable for being law-breakers, and have we not
broken that law times without number? We cannot begin to reckon up the times
we have broken the commandments of God. Sins are the fruit of sin which is the
root. It is not just the things that we do - it is what we are in the presence of God.
Sin is nothing less than a godless self-centredness, a refusal to acknowledge God
as our Creator and our Lord. Does not that characterise our own generation? - a
refusal to acknowledge God as our Creator? People going their own way, doing
their own thing, and forgetting about God and just abandoning the teaching of
Scripture? I am sure when they come to write the history books of the twentieth
century, the theme-song of our own age will be I did it my way. They do not want
to know about God. They don't care about the things of God. We are little
creatures before the mighty Creator of the Universe - we have rejected the reality
of the fact that we are, each one of us, totally dependent on Him. Even the breath
in your body God has given you and, as human beings, we have made a bid for
independence. We are like that prodigal son who turned his back on his father and
went into a far country. Our sin and our rebellion is nothing less than hostility and
revolt against God. Are we surprised, then, that our rebellion is on a direct
collision course with the righteousness of God? Do you think that God is going to
change? God is not going to budge - He cannot. He will not suspend the righteous
requirements of His law for any man, and that means that His holy justice must
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go out to exact payment for our sin. Think of it .like this. Would you not be
surprised and appalled if all the criminals in our land today were told they could
go free? You would be horrified wouldn't you? So it is with God. He cannot just
blink at sin. He cannot just gloss it over. Parents may do it with their beloved
children, but God cannot do it with His creatures. He hates sin. He must punish
sin, and we are sinners, and law breakers, born under His wrath. "The wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness" and yet
the Bible says that "God is love", that He loves sinners.

You know, the Muslims have many names for God - more than ninety-nine I
am told - but love is not one of them. "God is love." That is one of the most
sublime revelations in the whole of the Bible. God is full of mercy. He loves to
forgive. So, how can a righteous God who hates sin, how can He forgive sins?
That is the great question that we all have to face up to. How can it be done? You
see, God cannot contradict Himself. He must be Himself, both in His
righteousness and in His love. He must satisfy Himself. He must act in absolute
consistency with His own moral being. How can He be both righteous and loving?
How can He be merciful and pardon sinners who are under His wrath? The
answer to that problem is found in God Himself, in the Cross. That is the only
answer. We find it there in the Cross, what has been called the amazing miracle
of the self-substitution of God. What do I mean? We saw that sin is man
substituting himself for God. "I'll do it my way. I'll do my own thing. I'll be the
centre of my life." Man in the centre, substituting himself for God. But the heart
of the Gospel and the heart of the Cross is God substituting Himselffor men, God
taking to Himself our nature, God becoming a Man, dying in the place of sinners,
His own people. Is not that the very heart of the Gospel? The heart of the Cross,
that the great Law Maker Himself came down. He lived under that law, He
fulfilled that Law, and upon the Cross, He took the curse and the wrath that was
ours because we were law-breakers. He who was the Law Maker died as if He was
a law breaker, died between two common criminals. My friends, that is love, but
that is justice as well. That is the righteousness of God. That is how God can be
"both just and the Justifier of those who believe in Jesus". That is what the Bible
says. On the'Cross He not only deals with all the sin of all those who come to Him
and believe on Him; He not only deals with it totally and puts it away completely,
but the Bible says He also became the propitiation for our sin. This is absolutely
vital in our preaching. It is absolutely essential to the work of Christ on the Cross.
Why don't we hear these things as we used to do? This is the genius of God in the
Cross. "Propitiation" - what does it mean? God s~tisfying Himself,' His own
wrath being satisfied - not just dealing with our sin, not just the forgiving of all
our sins, but the }Vrath of a holy God poured out upon His own dear Son upon the
Cross for us. That is why He cried out on the Cross, "My God, My God, Why hast
thou forsaken me?" At that moment He became sin, at that moment He took away
the curse and the wrath of a holy God. Now God was not angry with Him
personally. He had no personal sin, but God was dealing with Him as my
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Representative, my Substitute, and on the Cross He became as closely associated
with sin as it was possible for Him to be. It was imputed, it was put on Him, and
judged in His body on the tree. That is the reason, that is the purpose why the Son
of God came and why He died upon the cross. Only that can satisfy all the
attributes of God. Only that can meet the sinner's deepest need. That is why I am
calling it the Masterpiece, the Masterwork of God. There has never been anything
like it. It is unique to Christianity - it is unique to this holy, Gospel religion - it
is the deepest need of men and women and boys and girls in this world. You see,
without that, you have got nothing. Without that understanding, you are without
God and without hope in this world. Our lives today are hanging by a slender
thread and they could go any minute, Do you know the Lord Jesus as your
Representative, your Sin Bearer, the One who has taken the wrath of God away
from your life? Have you believed in Him to the saving of your soul? Or are you
just hanging on, hoping that it will be all right at the end? It won't be, friends, if
you remain in this terrible state outside of Christ, "without God and without hope
in the world". The only answer, as I have been trying to say, is the Cross, and on
that Cross the Lord Jesus Christ not only cried that terrible cry of dereliction
under the curse and the condemnation of God, but it passed away from Him. He
did not die under that curse. Of course not. Rather, He died in triumph. The God
Man, the mighty God in our flesh, cries out, "It is finished" and He gave up the
ghost. He laid down His life for His people. God was pleased with that atoning
sacrifice for sin. God accepted Him as the Representative of His people and three
days later He raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory.

"Lifted up was He to die,
'It is finished,' was His cry,
Now in heaven exalted high,
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!"

Can you say that from your heart? Do you love the Saviour? Do you know Him?
Has He dealt with your sin? Have you come to the Cross for cleansing? If you
have, I shall close with a few thoughts for your encouragement.

THIRD - SOME PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS

What an encouragement to know this, because it can be a hard life for us. But we
can look back to that day when God visited planet Earth, when He came to this
world and He lived and He suffered, bled and died .to rescue our souls from hell.
That was "D Day" - and now we look forward to "V Day", that day when He will
come again and "every eye shall see him". What a day that will be! But we are in
between those two times and it's a fight, isn't it? It's a struggle, and we need to be
encouraged and we will be as we get a fresh glimpse of the Cross. Oh! friends,
what an encouragement to realise that out of His love and justice Christ was God
forsaken. Christ experienced hell on Calvary's Cross so that we will never have to.
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Are they not tremendous words in Hebrews 13:5: "For he hath said, I will never
leave thee nor forsake thee" - "I will never let you down or relax My hold on you"?
We feel our hold on God is very weak. The fact is this, if Christ was forsaken of
God and I know Him and I believe in Him then that means God will never, never
forsake me. If that is true, may we never forsake Christ. May we never forsake His
people. May we persevere with Him because He certainly does with us.

The next encouragement is to do with prayer. The Bible tells us "not to forsake
the assembling of ourselves together". Will you be at the prayer meeting to call
upon God? He has given you the ability to pray. He has given you access into the
presence of God to pray. Why? Because of the sufferings of Christ. He says there
in Psalm 22, "I am a worm and no man". That word is a very special word. It is a
Hebrew word and it gives the sense of a worm being crushed, and scarlet dye
being produced to colour the garments of kings in the ancient world. That is what
God has done for you. Christ was crushed on Calvary's tree. Why? To pour out
His own most precious blood to cover us, to make us priests to our God. At the
very moment He cried on the Cross, "It is finished", we know that the veil of the
Temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. It was as thick as a man's
hand - a mighty structure - it was the finger of God only that could do that. He
rent that veil from the top to the bottom so that now the way is opened for all His
blood-bought people to come into the presence of God. There is only one way,
through the blood of Jesus, that new and that living way. Oh! so many Christians
I know are just wandering around in the Temple court. They seem to know
nothing of the sanctuary, the secret place of the Most High God. Is that why we
are so powerless in our preaching, in our evangelism, in our personal witness, in
our holiness? Is that why we are so weak? Oh! but, friends, the encouragement is
that the way is open - there's nothing stopping us. The way is open; the Bible
says, "Let us draw near."

Finally - I could not finish without this. It is an encouragement to do with
evangelism. We read there in verse 27 that, "All the ends of the earth shall come
and return to the Lord and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before
thee", and then that final verse, "They shall come and declare His righteousness
unto a people that shall be born that he hath done this". Now those words, "He
hath done this" translate one word in the Hebrew which fits in perfectly with what
the Lord Jesus Christ said on the Cross: "It is finished." Some people think that
on the Cross the Lord Jesus said the opening words of this Psalm and as was the
pattern in the Synagogue He went through it verse by verse and it reminded Him
that He was the fulfilment of all sufferings, and He gges all the way through the
Psalm and finally says: "It is done"; "It is finished" - "accomplished'. I wonder,
does that grip us as we think about the lost souls all around us? Does it grip us that
there is a way back to God from the dark paths of sin - that there is a door that is
open that all may go in, in the light of the glorious finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ? "It is finished." His mission is accomplished, but there are still more to
come in. How will they come in? We go out. Paul says this in 2 Corinthians
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.:hapter 5. In the light of the fact that "God was in Christ reconciling the world
unto himself', we are to be His ambassadors, pleading as dying men with dying
men, "Be ye reconciled to God". Are we doing that? Have we a zeal for lost souls?
Have we lost that zeal? Perhaps we have never known it. Oh! let us be filled with
a holy zeal, to think of our lives not only in the light of the glory of God, not only
as a redeemed community, the people of God, but considering too the needs of the
world at large. What is our response to the lost outside? Are we fulfilling the great
commission? You young people, are you considering your lives? Are you making
your decisions in the light of the great need for the unevangelised millions,
because there are millions who have never heard the Gospel? What are we doing
for these people? Are we praying for them? Are we sending our best men out to
them - men like William Carey going to India? He realised that this was part of
the fulfilment of the plan of God, the way of God: "They shall come and declare
this." Who will come? Who will go? I love the story of Hudson Taylor. As a
young boy when he was leaving from Liverpool Dock he said: "Never shall I
forget the cry of anguish rung from my mother's heart! I never so fully, until then,
understood what 'God so loved the world' really meant." He goes on to say: "Oh!
how it must grieve the heart of God when He sees His children indifferent to the
needs of that wide world for which His only beloved Son suffered and died." Are
we indifferent? Do we feel that our hearts are so cold perhaps even to our loved
ones, our friends and our neighbours? What is the answer. Look to that "wondrous
Cross on which the Prince of Glory died." That is the answer for all our needs.
That will show us His love. That will quicken and excite the love of our hearts
to God and to our brethren. That will drive us to prayer in the Holy Ghost, and
that will lead us out and out to preach the Gospel to every creature under heaven.
May the Lord give us grace then to understand this Word and respond to these
things! Amen.

-e-

The Shadow of Good Things
to Come (5)

JACK SEATON (Inverness)

CHRIST OUR HOLINESS

THIS IS ONE of the great statements of the life Christ lived and the kind of
person He was. The apostle writes about Him as being our great High Priest. He
says in the epistle to the Hebrews: "For such an high priest became us, who is
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the
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heavens" (Hebrews 7:26). That is the kind of priest we need and all of those
individual terms - harmless, undefiled and s~parate from sinners - but the great
overarching word is, "He shall be holy, for such a High Priest became us who is
holy". When you read the Word of God there is no word more dominant than the
word "holy". God is holy, His law and ways are holy, He sits upon His holy hill
of Zion and the angels veil their faces before Him crying, holy, holy, holy, Lord
God of hosts. We are not holy, and if we would come before the presence of a holy
God we need none other than the holy God to come in the flesh. We can think
about Christ's holiness as an attribute of His deity and His Godhead, but also as
an activity of His humanity. When the formers of the Catechism gave a definition
for God they said God is "unchangeable in His being, power, wisdom, holiness,
justice, goodness and truth". That is Christ! It is God, but it is Christ, the three
persons of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Father and the Holy Child
Jesus, the Holy One of God. Christ, because He is very God of very God, must,
and cannot, be anything other than holy. When He came into this world clad in
our humanity there was the activity of holiness. I believe the apostle Peter is very
careful when he turns our eyes to Christ and says: "Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth" (l Peter 2:22). He could not know sin because of His
Godhead, but He did no sin in all of his Manhood. When the apostle says, "such
a High Priest became us", he is saying such a High Priest was necessary for us.
This is the kind of High Priest we need, not another sinful man or woman. What
use would that be? We need a Saviour who is totally unlike the kind of sinners He
came into this world to save. It is a magnificent picture and I trust we can all take
something and build on it in our own hearts and minds, this offering without spot
or blemish.

CHRIST OUR SUBSTITUTE

Until the offeror or the priest comes and draws his knife across the throat of that
spotless sacrifice, the sacrifice is not complete. That is Christ! It is not only in
the life of Christ that our salvation rests, it is in His death. When that spotless
substitutionary life comes to its fullness in a substitutionary death then the
sacrifice is made complete. "And he shall put his hand upon the head of the
burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him.
And he shall kill the bullock before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall
bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the alter that is by the
door of the tabernacle of the congregation" (Leviticus I :4-5). Christ came into
this world to be slain in order that we might be saved', and that is why the Word
of God has to be drummed out, proclaimed and insisted upon, not only that there
is no other way to God apart from Christ, but also there is no way to God apart
from Christ crucified. That is the point! Not until the sacrifice is killed is the
substitution complete.

B. B. Warfield wrote some words like this:
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" A Christless cross no refuge is to me.
A crossless Christ my Saviour may not be.
But oh Christ crucified, I rest in Thee."
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It is the spotless, sacrificed offering that is slain and becomes the substitute for
the offeror. That is the message that is shadowed in all the practices and
proceedings God ordained for Israel. It is the message that is spoken and shown
forth in all the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and all who faithfully
followed after Christ. Read the ministry of Christ and almost without exception
when Christ speaks about the way He will come to be our Saviour, it involves His
death. Is He the Good Shepherd of His sheep? Indeed He is! But He is the Good
Shepherd who has come to lay down His life on the behalf of the sheep, the
substitute for the· sheep. When He speaks of that corn of wheat falling into the
earth and dying ("Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit" - John 12:24), He speaks of
Himself. -You know the context in which our Saviour says that - and do always
try and get the context of God's individual words. There is not a heresy or a cult
that has come into existence but by taking something out of its context. The
context of those words is when some Greeks - not Jews, but Greeks - came to
seek Jesus, and finding the disciples they said, "Sir, we would see Jesus" (John
12:21). The poor souls did not know where to turn because they had never seen
anything like this before, so they eventually go to find Christ, and it is there Christ
lifts up His voice and glorifies the Father. "And Jesus answered them, saying, The
hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit" (John 12:24).

People are beginning to come from the four corners of the earth, not only from
the people of Judaism, but Greeks are coming. It is in that same context where the
Lord says: "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world
be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me"
(John 12:31-32). That does not mean every man, but every kind of man - the Jews
and the Greeks - and the lifting up signifying what death He should die. The Jews
of that day were puzzled, and the people answered: "We have heard out of the law
that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted
up? who is this Son of man?" (John 12:34). They had all kinds of warped notions
about the Christ, not grasping Christ must die, and be lifted up to the gaze of the
perishing. Christ opened the door of understandi~g for those on the road to
Emmaus: "0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?" (Luke
24:25-26) . It is Christ crucified, the spotless, blameless, sinless substitute for our
sin, who must go to the Cross to make that substitution. The Lord spoke on the
last day of the feast of the tabernacles. "In the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink"
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(John 7:37). They are lovely words in their own right, but they are especially so
when you take them in their setting. It was the feast of the tabernacles and the
people of Israel remembered certain things about how their fathers wandered in
the wilderness for thirty-eight years. They built no house, but lived in tents, so at
the feast of the tabernacles the people came out of their houses in the city of
Jerusalem and for the whole week lived in tents, to remember how their fathers
lived all of those years. Each night of the feast they had torchlight processions
through the streets of Jerusalem to recall how their ancestors were guided through
the wilderness by the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. Then
on the last day of the feast they took great jars of water out of the pool of Siloam
and poured them out to remember how God gave their fathers water to drink out
of the rock in the wilderness. It is in the light of that Jesus is saying, "if any man
thirst let him come unto me and drink". Paul says, "He is the Rock that followed
them" and He is the water out of the rock, but the water was given out of the rock
when Moses took his rod and smote the rock. Toplady says:

"Rock of ages cleft for me;
Let me hide myself in thee."

The writer to the Hebrews speaks about a will not being made full until the one
who made it - the testator - dies. For he says: "For a testament is of force after
men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth"
(Hebrews 9: 17). Christ must die in order that the will and testament be brought to
pass, for us to be made joint heirs with Christ, inheritors of the Kingdom of God.
Robert Flockert, a preacher from the past, tells about benefiting from the will of
a young man who was sentenced to be hanged and had found grace, but at the last
moment the king had given that young man a pardon from the death penalty. The
young man had made out his will in favour of Robert Flockert in thankfulness for
all that he had done for him in a spiritual way. Robert Flockert says: 'There was
a will made out to me but the young man did not die - and I was glad of that, but
because he did not die the will never came to me because there must be the death
of the testator - the one who makes the will." He says on'the other hand: "My
wife was left money in a will, but by the time the lawyers got their hands on it
there was not a penny left so she lost her inheritance. But my testator in the
Gospel, not only died but He ever lives to be the executor of His own will and
testament." Christ must die and that is the word of Scripture from beginning to
end. Spotless, blameless, sinless indeed He is, but Hy comes to the Cross - and
had He lived to this day the net result of that would have been that not one soul
would ever have been saved - because He must die the just for the unjust in order
to bring us to God.

In the epistle to the Ephesians there are some lovely words where Paul speaks
about us .being accepted in the beloved Son, the ground of our acceptance. The
way that we are accepted is by the death of Christ, the blood-shedding of our Lord
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Jesus Christ. He has done all this and made us accepted to the praise of the glory
of His grace in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins. We are accepted, he says - how? In the beloved. On what grounds? The
beloved gave His life to the death of the Cross. I am sure it is no accident when
the apostle Paul refers to Christ as the beloved Son of God, for he is echoing the'
language of the Father.

Christ went down into the waters of baptism, signifying the death He would die
as He would be plunged under the wrath of God for us, and the heavens opened
and the Holy Spirit of God came with the voice from heaven pronouncing, "This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17). When Christ
stood on the mount of transfiguration with Moses and Elijah, who had come down
from the glory, their conversation was all about His death at Jerusalem, and the
heavens opened and the voice said, "This is my beloved Son". If you can speak
after the language of men, never was Christ more beloved to His Father than when
He undertook to die on the Cross for His people. Jesus said: "As the Father
knoweth me, even so know I the Father and I lay down my life for the sheep"
(John 10: 15). "Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life,
that I might take it again" (John 10: 17). The Father always loved the Son, but
nowhere did the love of the Father to the Son rise higher than when he atoned for
His people.

All of this lovely picture, is brought to the door of the tabernacle without spot
and without blemish. That is Christ! But not until that sacrificing knife slit the
throat of that animal was atonement made. I remember reading about a church
that had a board outside and on it was the text, "We preach Christ crucified"
(l Corinthians 1:23). There was a little bush under the board and the bush began
to grow up and eventually the board read, "We preach Christ", and then it grew
up a wee bit more and then it read, "We preach". Then it grew up a wee bit more
and it just read "We" - and that is where we are today. We have got a so-called
gospel today that has been accommodated to man's comfort, or man's joy, or
man's satisfaction for their few years in this life - and do not mistake me - all of
those things are part and parcel of the gospel, but the heart of the Gospel is the
glory of God in His beloved Son crucified to forgive sinners for their sin and to
take them to heaven for evermore.

THE SPECTACLE OF SACRIFICE

There are two other words - spectacle and satisfaction - which we must look at.
First of all the element of substitution and spectacle are embedded within the
verses about the bullock that was to be brought for a burnt offering before the
Lord. The bullock was to be slain, the blood sprinkled around upon the altar that
stood at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. They were then to flay it,
strip the skin from off the body and cut it in pieces, light a fire upon the altar, lay
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wood on top of the fire to make it bum more and then lay the pieces of the
sacrifice on the wood to bum the sacrifice with fire. As with the bullock so with
the sheep or the goats, and even if the offering was of the pigeons or turtledoves
they were to do exactly the same thing. If you look at verse 10: "And if his
offering be of the flocks, namely of the sheep, or of the goats, for a burnt sacrifice;
he shall bring it a male without blemish. And he shall kill it on the side of the
altar northward before the Lord: and the priests, Aaron's sons, shall sprinkle his
blood round about upon the altar" (Leviticus 1:10-11). In verse 14: "And if the
burnt sacrifice for his offering to the Lord be of fowls, then he shall bring his
offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons. And the priest shall bring it unto the
altar, and wring off his head, and bum it on the alter; and the blood thereof shall
be wrung out at the side of the altar" (Leviticus 1:14-15). If you could put
those words into pictures you would see what a spectacle it was that took place
within Israel in those Old Testament days. None of these things were occasional,
but continuous.

There was the great day of atonement when a certain kind of sacrificing took
place and there were all the numerous feast days, including the morning and
the evening sacrifice. But these were not national but personal things, one offeror
bringing the one offering for that atonement before the Lord his God. If you
can visualise all of that, those hundreds and thousands of beasts over those
years that were slain in the manner God prescribed, the word that covers it all
must be spectacle.

ONLY GOD'S WAY

What does it all mean for us today? Firstly it is God's prescribed way and you
cannot get away from the fact that if anyone will approach God and find an
acceptance with Him then they must do it in precisely the way God has said.
There is not one vestige of vagueness in anything that God set before the children
of Israel, for he tells them exactly what the offering is, how they are to bring it,
what they are to do with it, and what the outcome will be when they do as He says.
When you take all the spectacle involved the message is clear as to how they were
to come to Him, and there was no other way. Again and again God drives home
that relentless message that we must come in the way that God says.

Secondly it is prophetic of the terrible sufferings of Christ that He underwent
in order to bring us to God. Our Lord Jesus Christ, in bringing a people unto God,
suffered a violent death, as did these sacrifices. Their throats were cut and the skin
was tom from their bodies, and even in the case of turtledoves their heads were
wrung from their bodies and the blood poured out. Do not read those things
simply as some kind of meaningless practice that has nothing to say to us, but see
how they teach that the Christ of God must suffer and then enter into His glory.
Christ constantly put this before His disciples but they were so slow to understand
until by God's grace the Holy Spirit came and opened up their hearts to see the
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true nature of things. On one occasion when Christ was going to Jerusalem He
said to the disciples "For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be
mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: and they shall scourge him, and
put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again" (Luke 18:32-33). Then you
have a lovely scene of Christ pressing on steadfastly to Jerusalem, for He knew
what He had come into this world to do and how He was going to do it. It was by
the sacrifice of Himself on the Cross, but so often that word comes from our lips
and we do not really grasp what it means.

This is to show what the sufferings and the sacrifice meant, for the Book of
Leviticus - God's picture book for us - helps us grasp something of what was
entailed in Christ becoming the Saviour of men. If you are unconverted, and have
any notion in your heart that you can ever come to God apart from Christ
crucified, look at Calvary, for that will abolish any such thought from your mind.
If you take all of those relevant passages in the Word of God, New and Old
Testament alike, you will remember how Christ cries out in prophecy in the
Psalms: "I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint" (Psalm
22: 14); "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off
the hair" (Isaiah 50:6); "The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah
53:6). Those are not just words, they are the facts of how God would redeem
sinners unto Himself. What is entailed in the sufferings of Christ we can never
fully know. Perhaps in eternity we will be shown the fullness of it, but at the same
time God will have us to know now at least something and here in this place we
are given the spectacle of how God sent His beloved Son to find the sheep which
were lost.

I have no doubt there are many people who would look at those scenes in the
Old Testament days and be appalled by the suffering of dumb animals, as they
might think, for no purpose. God does not inflict pain or suffering on anything,
man or beast, without reason, and the great purpose was to show something of the
sufferings of Christ. Many emotions can be stirred up by the sufferings of brute
creation - very prevalent today in animal rights - but it is amazing there is not one
tear or word of anger against sin that caused the suffering of the Lamb of God.
More thought for dumb animals than for the Son of the living God. This is Moses
writing of the sufferings of Christ and the Holy Spirit of God who gave us His
Word from beginning to end. It is one of those almost anomalous things that we
are able to look at the Cross and know all the shame and yet rejoice. That is how
God would have it because He says, "that no flesh should glory in his presence"
(1 Corinthians 1:29). If we will be saved, it is in the ,way that God gives, through
the sufferings and death of His beloved Son.

ORDERED IN ALL THINGS

There is one feature of all those things that took place that I want us to notice 
orderliness. Everything is done orderly, in fact the word keeps recurring
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throughout that chapter as the Lord's servant writes those things for us. "And
the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in
order upon the fire: And the priests, Aaron's sons shall lay the parts, the head, and
the fat, in order upon the wood that is on the fire which is upon the altar"

" (Leviticus I :7). "And he shall cut it into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and
the priest shall lay them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is upon the
altar" (Leviticus 1: 12). Everything is done orderly and order is more awesome
than chaos.

There are times when an event can strike fear into people, and other occasions
where the silence fills you with awe. In man's view the Cross is surrounded with
clamour, shouting and crying out. Remember Pontius Pilate. "Pilate saith unto
them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto
him, Let him be crucified. And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done?
But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified" (Matthew 27:22-23).
Then those words of prophecy again, says the Lord: "Many bulls have compassed
me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round" (Psalm 22: 12). "And they
passed by the cross wagging their heads and saying, Save thyself, and come down
from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves
with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save" (Mark 15:30-31).
Absolute tumult at the Cross from man's sight, but from God's sight it was His
determinate counsel and foreknowledge. God was not overtaken by the Cross, He
ordered it - every step to the Cross and everything around the Cross, and Christ
knew and bowed to that. Remember the corn of wheat must fall to the ground and
die or else it abides alone. After He had said that He lifted up His heart to His
father saying, "Father, save me from this hour but for this cause came I unto this
hour" (John 12:27). When Peter wanted to defend Christ with the sword our Lord
said to him, "the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?" (John
18:11). Yes He would drink it because it was all part of the order. From the
beginning to the end of the Bible the thing that dominates is order. When God
called the creation into being He stepped back and saw everything that He had
made and behold it was very good. When He directed .the children of Israel to go
to the land of Canaan all the tribes and tents were in their certain places because
God is a God of order.

...... The Book of the Revelation describes heaven as a place of order with four
square walls, streets and trees growing where they ought to grow and in the
Church of Christ on earth there is a place of order. I abominate the things that go
on today that have turned God's house into a dance hC;lll and a crazy place. God's
order was awesome when Christ was delivered up to the death of the Cross and
that is why there is no salvation in any other. If you take a vague look at the Bible
you will think there are many ways of salvation but reading it more seriously, you
will see there is one way of salvation and it is in the death of Jesus Christ the Son
of God, and those that believe shall be saved and those that believe not shall be
damned. That is the order of salvation and damnation.
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I

At Sea
27th July, 1754

YOU WILL OBSERVE, I have of late made an alteration in my post-days. Instead
of a few lines, two or three times a week, I now write a whole sheet every
Saturday; and in the choice of a subject, I have an eye to the service of the
following day. Thus I indulge my inclination in writing to you, without breaking
the rule I have, for some time past, pre;cribed to myself: the forenoon of Saturday,
I allow for relaxation; but when I have dined, if no necessary business prevents
me, I endeavour to abstract my mind from worldly concerns, and to prepare for
the approaching sabbath.

I now mean to give you some account, how I pass a Sea-Sunday, when I am
favoured with a tolerable frame of mind, and am enabled, by the grace of God, to
obtain some tolerable mastery over the incumbrances of the flesh, and the world,
which, in my best hours, are too prevalent with me.

My evening devotions, when opportunity permits, commence about six o'clock,
the week, and the month round; and I am, sometimes, engaged a full hour, or more,
in prayer and praise, without any remarkable weariness, or repetition. You furnish
me with much subject for both. On a Saturday evening, in particular, I beg a
blessing upon your Sunday, upon your public worship, and retirement. And as I
know, that where you are, you are unavoidably exposed to trifling company, to
whom all days are alike, I pray that you may be shielded from their evil influence..
I have likewise to pray for others; for our friends; for many of them by name, and
according to the knowledge I have of their circumstances; and extend my petitions
to the general state of the world, that they who are strangers to the Gospel, in which
I have found so much peace, may be brought to the knowledge of it; and that they
who neglect, and despise it, as I once did, may, like me, obtain mercy. When these,
and other points, are gone over, and my praises offered, for our temporal and
spiritual blessings, and likewise, my repeated confessions of the sins of my
childhood, youth, and advanced years, as they occur to my remembrance, you will
not wonder, than an hour is elapsed. The remainder of the evening, I pass in
ruminating on the mercies of the preceding week; the subjects of my reading, or
whatever I can pick useful self-conference from.

I usually rise at four, on a Sunday morning. My first employ, is to beg ablessing
upon the day, for us both; for all, who, like you, are preparing to wait upon God
in public, and for all, who, like myself, are, for a time, excluded from that
privilege. To this, succeeds a serious walk upon deck. Then I read two or three
select chapters. At breakfast, I eat and drink, more than I talk; for I have no one
here, to join in such conversation, as I should then choose. At the hour of your
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going to church, I attend you in my mind, with another prayer; and at eleven
o'clock, the ship's bell rings my own little congregation about me. To them I read
the morning service, according to the Liturgy. Then I walk the deck, and attend
my observation, as we call it; that is, to know, by the sun (if it shines) at noon, the
latitude the ship is in. Then comes dinner. In the afternoon, I frequently take a nap,
for half an hour; if not, I read, or write in a book, I keep for that purpose. I wait
upon you again to church, in the afternoon, and convene my ship's company, as
in the morning. At four o'clock, I drink tea, which recruits my spirits for the
evening. Then another scripture lesson, and a walk, brings six o'clock, which, I
have told you, is my hour for stated prayer. I remember you then again, in the
most particular manner, and, in trust that you are still preserved in safety, for me,
I endeavour to praise the Lord for His goodness, so long vouchsafed to us.

But alas, when I look back, upon a day spent in this manner, I cannot express
how much I have to mourn over, and be ashamed of, at night. Oh! The
wanderings, and faintness, of my prayers; the distraction of my thoughts; the
coldness of my heart, and the secret workings of pride, which debase, and corrupt,
my best services. In short, every thing is wrong. But I remember, that I am not
under the law, but under grace. I rely on the promised mediation of my Saviour;
renounce my own poor performances, and implore mercy, in His name, and for
His sake only, and that sets all to rights. I need no one to pronounce an absolution
to me; I can tell myself, that my sins are forgiven me, because I know in whom I
have believed. This leads me to praise and adore Him, that I was born in an age,
and country, favoured with the light of the Gospel; when there are millions of my
species, who have neither the means of grace, nor the hope of glory; and farther,
that I have been called out, from the unhappy apostasy, and licentiousness, and
misery, into which I had plunged myself; when many thousands, who never
offended to the degree I have, are either suffered to go on, from bad to worse, till
there is no hope, or are cut off by a stroke, and sink into endless misery, in a
thoughtless moment! Lord, not unto me, but Thee be the praise. It was wholly the
effect of Thy grace; for Thou would'st be found of me, when I had not the least
inclination to seek Thee!

Though I have given you this account, chiefly of my passing a Sunday, it will in
the main, serve for the history of any day, in any week, since I left St. Christopher's.
It is thus I am enabled, ardently as I love you, to support your absence, without
impatience; though a reunion to you, such as our two fonner, includes all I can wish,
as to temporals. And I trust, He who has brought me safely, over two-thirds of the
ocean, that was lately between us, will do the rest, in His own good hour. And, in the
mean while, blessed be His name, my time does not hang heavy upon my hands. I
trust you choose Him for your portion also. Thus we shall bear separation better, and
be more happy when together, than fonnerly. And when we are called finally to part
(as, sooner or later, we must) He will strengthen us, according to the day of our
trouble, a,nd will assuredly unite us again, to unspeakable advantage; and place us
beyond the reach, of every trial, and every evil.
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Who Determines the Text
of Scripture?
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IF MAN PICKS the Scriptures then he is essentially Romanist in his theology.
Rome makes no bones about the fact that the Roman Church has authority over
what constitutes God's revelation to man. The "Church" came first and it must
decide God's revelation and hence its interpretation. Rome likes to show the
results of Protestantism's failure to agree on what text constitutes the Scriptures
since we have come up with eighty-eight different "bibles" since the Reformation,
based upon numerous variant texts.

There are three essentials necessary for the determination of what is the Word
of God to man.

Inspiration

First, there is the necessity of inspiration. Everyone believes in this necessity.
When the Hindu speaks with authority he does so based upon his participation in
the being of God. As one who shares God's essence or nature he can reveal God's
will to us just as with the case of Rome or the charismatic. The Protestant,
however, believes that God's revelation is covenantal and is legal rather than
metaphysical. Such revelation is recorded for the purpose of manifesting man's
ethical rebellion, need for legal redemption from such rebellion, the covenantal
promise of redemption, and the fulfilment of that promise. The former idea of
inspiration is for the purpose of revealing to man that he is a participant in the
being of God and that salvation consists of his harmonizing his activities in terms
of this "higher nature". The latter view sees inspiration as necessary in order that
man can be confronted with his rebellion as a creature and that such inspiration is
necessary because he holds down the truth of God in unrighteousness, etc.

Preservation

Second, there is the requirement of preservation which is also held by everyone.
The Hindu believes in preservation through participation in God's being. Rome
holds to preservation in the same manner but through the Roman Church.
Inspiration and preservation for both are continuous in history. For Rome this
takes the form of Tradition as continuing inspiration 'and preservation, such form
also manifesting itself in the charismatic experiences. Protestantism holds that
revelation is preserved as a covenantal instrument, namely the written Word.
Because man does not participate in God's being he must by necessity have an
objective revelation from God and that revelation must be preserved as a witness
to rebellious man. Furthermore, Protestantism holds that this objective revelation
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is a two-edged sword, either convicting the sinner of his ethical (and not
metaphysical) rebellion against the Lord and His Christ or inciting the sinner to
further rebellion and greater adherence to his own would-be autonomy.

Immediacy

Third, this revelation must be one of immediacy or constancy (for lack of a better
word). By this is meant that this revelation is near at hand, steadfast in continuing
authority, and available (immediate) to those for whom the revelation is given (in
our case, the true Church). For the Hindu, Romanist, and neo-Protestant, this
immediacy requirement is met because of participation in divinity. The individual,
institutional Church, scholars, et al, are the continuing medium through which the
"Word of God" is at hand for those who wish to have it. Protestantism, however,
holds that immediacy is a condition directly ordained by God as His act of
providence that His objective written Word will be an available witness of the
Lord and His Christ throughout history. As John Owen saw it, preservation is the
guarantee by God that He will have a continuing witness of Himself throughout
history via the written Word.

Participation or Providence?
The simple truth is that there are only two basic schools of thought on this issue
of text. One is essentially Romanist and holds that man is a participant in the
being of God and hence is an active participant in the inspiration, preservation,
and immediacy of revelation. And as a participant in revelation he must continue
to alter, amend, add to and subtract from, any and all written revelation that he
may discover, collect, criticize, or formalize, for no revelation can be complete
because he is not complete as a divine being. (Is this Hegel or not?)

The other school of thought is that of the orthodox Protestant. God's Word to
him is that of an objective revelation that is inspired, preserved, and immediate
because of the providential act of God. This revelation has been formalized by
God and presented to His Church throughout all ages and is not subject to the
judgment of man as to its contents or purpose.

Conclusion
In our age what text other than the Textus Receptus (of the New Testament) and
Masoretic Text (of the Old Testament) meets the requirements of inspired,
preserved, and immediate text? What is the difference between Rome's
presuppositions and those of Westcott and Hort? In addition, what translation in
the English language has been based solely on the Textus Receptus and the
Masoretic Text? (Hint - it isn't the "New" King James version.)

As the Rev. Mr. Jefferson G. Duckett once said: "The battle for our Churches
is really the battle for our Bibles as translated from the historic revelation of God
in the Textus Receptus and Masoretic Text."
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lirace Abounding to the ChiefofSinners. John Bunyan. Evangelical Press,
ISBN 0 852344 38 4. pp. 160, hardback. £6.95.

One of the series Living Classics for Today, this edition of Bunyan's classic, first
published in 1666, has been presented in a modernised version for today's readers.
In it Bunyan traces his own spiritual pilgrimage through many trials and
temptations from his youth through conversion to the triumph of God's grace in
his heart.

Divided into 11 chapters, rather than the familiar numbered paragraphs, the
editor has skilfully and sympathetically updated the language without losing the
impression of hearing Bunyan himself speaking, though the use of the New King
James Version sometimes jars. Whilst a useful biographical sketch of Bunyan is
included, it is a surprising omission that his own preface to the work is not, as
there he explains the reasons why he wrote it and sent it to his people. The book
is well-produced with good print, but marred by the odd typographical error, the
most blatant being a mis-spelling in the heading of chapter 11. In addition the
reviewer's copy was badly trimmed, requiring frequent use of a paper knife! That
said, it is a worthy and readable modernisation which it is to be hoped will bring
it before a wider audience.

The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want. Timothy J. E. Cross. Ambassador
Publications, ISBN 1 840300 74 4. pp. 72, paperback. £4.95.
This new book offers "some Fresh Insights into Your Favourite Psalm", pointing
throughout to" ... our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep". The eleven
short chapters take the Psalm phrase by phrase, with plentiful sub-headings,
giving useful facts about shepherding in David's time. These earthly facts are then
shown to point to spiritual facts that the Christian can draw strength from today.

Various versions of the Psalm are used: the title is from the Scottish Psalter's
metrical version; the front cover shows (albeit faintly) the A.Y.; chapter headings
and other references are RS.v. To add to the variety the book ends with a stock
Latin phrase. Many people do not have even a nodding acquaintance with Latin,
so why not put it in English? There is a bibliography and a list with brief details
of six other books by the author.

Although the price is rather high for a small book, the book provides a useful
framework for lessons or Bible study, as well as for private reading.

G.F.H.H.

Abraham Kuyper. God's Renaissance Man. James E. McGoldrick.
Evangelical Press, ISBN 0 852344 46 5. pp. 320, paperback. £8.95.
This new study of the life and work of Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) deals with
a Dutch Reformed theologian who also became Prime Minister at the head of a
Rdormed-Roman Catholic government in 1901. As an exponent and defender of
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orthodox Christianity, Kuyper stands among the giants of the faith. He called all
Christians to apply their faith to the whole of life and to proclaim the kingship of
Christ over all creation.

Kuyper was converted through the testimony of orthodox believers in his first
.. congregation as their pastor. He regularly read Calvin's Institutes of the Christian
. Religion at the suggestion of one of them. During his second pastorate at Utrecht

he initiated a struggle to reform the National Church which lasted until 1886.
Then he and a large number of orthodox believers withdrew from it to preserve
the Reformed faith.

He believed that a daily Christian newspaper was essential to expound the
cause of orthodox Christianity and to preserve the Reformed community in
Holland.

In 1874 Kuyper left his pastorate in Amsterdam to enter politics. He regarded
Christian education as a necessity to free Christians from dependence upon state
schools, where humanism was taught. Reformed believers have a responsibility to
provide education in truth. If the state would not do this, Christians would have
to establish their own schools.

Kuyper believed that modernism is an anti-Christian system of theology and
that only Calvinism has the strength to combat modernism effectively.

Kuyper's doctrine of presumed regeneration - that it occurs before infant
baptism - is not in agreement with Reformed theology.

This is a well-produced and readable book. Scripture quotations are from the
New International Version.

Exodus Volume 1 (An EP Study Commentary). John D. Currid.
Evangelical Press. pp. 415, hardback. £14.95.

At last a substantial and readable commentary on the book of Exodus by a living
Reformed writer! Drawing on his lectures from Exodus at the Reformed
Theological Seminary at Jackson in Mississippi and expositions he has given to
two Presbyterian congregations in the USA, the author comments on Exodus
1-18 in eighteen chapters. These chapters are broken down jnto smaller sections,
each one ending with some pointed application.

Currid, a Hebrew scholar, tells us that "the entire translation is mine", and
explains his reasons for writing: "I have written this text for the Church. I
especially hope that pastors will use it for sermon preparation and others for Bible
study preparation and personal study." I derived much profit from this book in my
daily reading through Exodus - so the author has achieved his third aim.

There are many striking links between the text of Exodus and the New
Testament; for example, in Exodus 12. "Every Passover meal included two
elements: wine and unleavened bread. The wine symbolized the blood of the lamb
that was shed for the Israelites to protect them from the avenging angel. The bread
signified the bread that the Hebrews carried on their backs when they left Egypt
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in haste. Jesus reinterprets those two elements and pronounces the Passover event
a type of foreshadowing of Himself and His ministry." The wine becomes "a
figure of the blood of Christ that takes away the sin of His people, and the bread
is a figure of His body that is hung on the cross for sinners".

The Evangelical Press are to be commended for the clear print and the
excellent layout of this study commentary. I'm eagerly looking forward to reading
Volume 2!

By Faith: Sermons on Hebrews 11. Thomas Manton. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 698, hardback. £16.50.

Thomas Manton (1620-1677) was 'unquestionably an outstanding Puritan
minister. A contemporary, Archbishop Ussher of Armagh, called him one of the
best preachers in England of his day. Thankfully, Manton has left a wonderful
legacy to the generations that followed him.

Spurgeon says of Manton's sermons on Hebrews 11 that they are "exhaustive
- Manton piles up his matter heaps upon heaps". This volume, containing 65
sermons, shows the thoroughness which characterised Puritan preaching in the
17th century - they stand in marked contrast with much of modem preaching.
Manton on this portion of Scripture will provide an abundance of material which
will greatly help those who desire to delve deeply into the Word.

The Banner of Truth Trust have once again put us in their debt by making
available yet another of Manton's priceless books. M.H.

Learning in Christ's School. Ralph Venning. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 284, paperback. £2.95.

Ralph Venning was born in Devon in 1621 and studied at Emmanuel College,
Cambridge. He was a lecturer in St. Olave's Church, Southwark, till forced to
leave by the Act of Uniformity in 1662. He later served as co-pastor of an
independent congregation in London.

"Babes", "little children", "young men" and "fathers". are the four stages
through which the pupils in Christ's school pass before they enter the "academy
of heaven". Venning comments on the eagerness of the newborn, the delight of
the little child, the vigour of the young, and the wisdom of the mature from
I Corinthians 3:1-2, Hebrews 5:12-14 and 1 John 2:12-14. He also observes that
"some that are young in years may be fathers in experience and attainments, when
others that are old and aged as to time may be young'and raw in knowledge and
practice. Some are only children when they are old and others may be men when
they are young."

Ralph Venning is not easy reading - his introduction runs to over forty pages 
but the effort will be repaid if the reader takes to heart the teaching of this book.

S.K.E.
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Who are the Puritans . .. and What do they Teach? Erroll Hulse.
Evangelical Press, ISBN 0852344449. pp. 220, paperback. £7.95.

This volume bears the dubious distinction of being the worst example of book
design this reviewer has seen - this after fourteen years in the print trade, four in
book printing. The choice of fonts is particularly awful.

Which is a pity, for the content is well worth reading. Those who know little or
nothing about the Puritans will find a good and quick education.

The Introduction sets out the author's aim. He lists the problems he sees facing
the Church, and the Puritans are offered for guidance.

Section One is called "The Story of the Puritans", tracing their roots, with an
historical summary of the period. A few "lives" are sketched. We go through to
the Great Ejection, and the subsequent demise of the Movement.

Section Two is biographical, with twenty-four lives. Two things particularly are
brought out in here - the man as a preacher and as an individual Christian. The
Puritans sought a close, personal walk with God; as pastors encouraged their
charges to do the same. How different might the Church be today if this practice
were copied.

Section Three, "Help from the Puritans", lists eleven doctrines under threat
today, which the Puritans faced.

There are appendices on related matters, including, bravely, "Were the Puritans
narrow-minded bigots?". There is some helpful honesty here, which may at times
be lacking from assessments of the Puritans. Footnotes follow; there is an
exhaustive bibliography and an index.

This is a worthy attempt to bring to a wider audience the author's clear regard
for the Puritans. They may have had their faults; we have worse. We can, and
must, learn from them.




