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Editorial
This edilorial to the first issue, from the personal copy of D. A Doudney,

may be of interest. It is unedited.

T r l B  D B s r c N  o F  T H E  G o s p n r -  M a c a z r x r

THIS monthly publication is designed to promote religion, devotion, and piety; for
we intend to confine ourselves to religious subjects, and to endeavour to instruct
and improve our readers in the knowledge of the great truths of the gospel, and of
those things that relate to their eternal salvation: we therefore purpose, by divine
assistance, to make the holy scriptures the standard of our divinity, and to publish
the truths of the gospel in an evangelical and practical way.

We intend to pursue with propriety the following plan, though not so strictly as
to exclude any future improvements.

In the first place we shall begin by showing the deficiencies of the light of
nature, and the necessity and advantages of divine Revelation, as an introduction
to a system of divinity agreeable to the scriptures, and also confirmed by the
protestant churches at the time of the Reformation from Popery.

In the second part we propose to entertain our readers with religious Biography,
orthe lives of eminently useful and pious men, and we shall first give the lives of
those that were the happy instruments of our Reformation from Popery, and
zealously appeared for the doctrine of the gospel. We shall begin with the life of
Dr. JOHN WICLIFF, who lived in the fourteenth century, and was the moming-
star and founder of our Reformation from Popery: a print of whom shall be given
in the first number, and we propose to give a print in each Magazine.
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The third part will contain an instructive Dialogue on a religious subject, which
may tend to the awakening and convincing of sinners, and the building up of
saints: We shall begin this part by spiritually illustrating the scripture metaphors
and parables.

The fourth part of this work we intend to assign to Casuistical Divinity, wherein
we shall endeavour to resolve some cases of conscience, and religious questions
that may exercise persons seriously concerned for the salvation of their souls, in
such a manner as may tend to promote holiness in heart and life.

The fifth part is to contain occasional or miscellaneous Essays, Letters,
Dialogues, &c. on religious subjects.

We propose for the sixth part spiritual hymns or poetry, that is, and poems of a
religious nature that tend to promote true piety: And sometimes to give a short
account of newly published religious Books that aim to promote sound and vital
religion, and occasional observations on such Books as tend to undermine the
fundamental truths of the gospel.

Those who wish well to our design, and incline to encourage it by favouring us
with their affiliance, will have a fair opporfunity to help us in the execution of our
plan, especially in the fifth and sixth parts: And it will be much in the power of
pious Christians by their correspondence, not only to assist us, but also to render
this performance worthy of encouragement. And we hope that ready and cheerful
affiliance will be given us to promote our good design, by sending Essays, Letters,
and religious Poetry &c. to the publisher, and that from judicious persons of all
denominations; our aim being to lay before their families, the young ones
especially, a plain account of the truths of the gospel, which contain the good
news and glad tidings of salvation through Jesus Christ to lost sinners.

London, January 1766.

Standing Alone for King Jesus
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Now in whom dost thou trust?" (Isaiah 36:5)

PERHAPS the greatest problem faced by the worshippers of God today is
discouragement caused by a feeling of being on their own. We walk contrary to
this world and so we are very few, even when we meet together.. Does it ever
trouble you that God should allow this? It is perhaps the single greatest reason
why people leave faithful churches, that there is little companionship, or that the
cause in their view is sinking, and the future seems hopeless, so they move away,
or even drop off attending. They feel God cannot be blessing such a state of
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affairs. Others are alone through circumstances, especially older Christians unable
to get to a service such as they have loved from childhood. Many have that inward
loneliness Christ felt when he said, "Could you not watch with me one hour?"
That lack of a kindred spirit, a friend who shares our deepest deSires.

Think then of Hezekiah and Jerusalem, and trust with joy. Remember the old
chorus based on a true incident in the American Civil War:

"Hold the fort, for I am coming,
Jesus signals still.
Hold the fort, for I am coming.
By His grace we will."

Hezekiah, King of Judah lay sieged in Jerusalem, he alone amongst rulers dared
to refuse to submit to Assyria, so was entirely isolated. Hence the question to
Hezekiah by Rabshakeh, the emissary of Sennacherib: "In whom dost thou trust?"
Let us start by turning the question back on the questioner, as our Lord did with
such a question. "Haughty, insolent, Rabshakeh, on whom are you trusting?"

The answer is first, he rests on his own brains. He is clever. He speaks at least
three languages, and a glance at his words shows he is an astute customer. He has
not climbed the dangerous and slippery promotion ladder to be Nineveh's top
politician by stupidity.

Next, he relies on his political skills. Rabshakeh is quite a bit sharper than the
Jewish deputies sent to meet him outside the walls. He can see that the ally
Hezekiah's politicians trust in, Egypt, is not only a broken reed, but further, will
pierce the hand of whoever leans on it. He exploits divisions and weaknesses, uses
dishonest persuasive arguments, pre-emptive strike, and a haughty tone, putting
himself as in Sennacherib's place, and treating king Hezekiah as his inferior.
Especially, he rests on the superiority of his gods over the God of Israel.

He stands flanked by two high officials, on a spot later called the camp of the
Assyrians. Behind him a great army of Syrian infantry with their distinctive
shields, and Elamite or Persian bowmen, famed for their skill in archery. The
ravines are filled with chariots and horsemen, Assyria's strength, Judah's lack.
These are his real argument, as he stands by the way of the fuller's field, on the
very spot where Judah's king Ahaz had refused Isaiah's call to trust in God years
bef'Ore, and brought all these troubles upon the kingdom. "Cursed is the man that
trusteth in man, and that maketh flesh his arm" (Jeremiah 17:5). Have we put our
trust in God all these years, to give up or grow discouraged now?

We in Hezekiah's isolated state today cannot evade the question. So let
Rabshakeh jeer: "Hezekiah, on whom do you trust to make this mad, lone
resistance?" It is a good question. Cruel, evil Sennacherib of Nineveh, whose very
name indicates his trust in Sin, the moon god who multiplies the brothers, is
laying siege to Lachish . We know from his inscription in Nineveh that defenders
of Lachish were impaled, the inhabitants stripped, lying on their faces before him,
awaiting flaying alive. What a risk Hezekiah is taking!
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Surely continued resistance is futile? It was only recently that the Assyrian
humiliated Hezekiah, bringing his armies to the very gates of Jerusalem, and only
leaving when paid hundreds of talents of gold and all the most precious things of
court, temple and citizens, plus abject submission. Would a second resistance now
be treated better than Lachish?

On his march from Nineveh, Sennacherib had destroyed Damascus, attacked
and greatly weakened Tyre, crossed the high passes of the Lebanon, cut down the
ancient cedars, whose boards can be still seen in his palace inscribed with pride
as from Lebanon, and whose shrieks the prophet pictures, and added "Cedar of
cedars" to his many titles. These were: "the great, the powerful king, the king of
the Assyrians, of the nations, of the four regions, the favourite of the great
gods, the noble hero, the strong warrior, the first of kings, the destroyer of wicked
men" - to take a sample of his megalomanic self-exaltation.

Removing ancient kingdoms one after another he swept on, desolating Edam,
forcing the Arabians to flee, causing the glory of Kedar to fail before him, and
Philistia to cry aloud in terror as he swept into Judah. He tells us he took all
Judah's walled cities, 46 of them, and over 200,000 captives. Like great rivers in
flood, like the roar of a wild beast or of the sea, "the multitudes of many people",
a "rushing of nations, like the rushing of mighty waters", overflowed the sacred
land, until Zion's rock stood alone, in waters to the neck. Nothing else was in
sight. It was as if Judah was a bowl turned upside down and emptied of
inhabitants. Hezekiah, on whom are you trusting, to dare resist again now?

Who are you, who dares to stand to your lonely watch, a latter day Hezekiah?
God says you are dearly loved and dear to Him in Christ. The great Rabbi Hillel
told the Jews that since Messiah came once, being represented in Hezekiah, he
was not to be expected a second time. Hezekiah was the greatest after David of
all the kings of Judah, and the Bible says that before and after him there was none
like him. He restored agricultural prosperity, tore down the idols, restored the
glories and the gold of the temple of Solomon, and turned a nation back to God,
so far as reformer can.

This godly man arose from his fall and refused submission. Sadly, however,
defectively relying not just on God, but also on Egypt and Tirhaka and his
Ethiopians for help. Forget them man, you need not hope for human help, for it
will not come, and if it appears to come, it will fail you. Tirhaka came and was
utterly defeated by Sennacherib.

So the question before us is: upon whom are we relying?

If the answer is any man or organisation, we are wrong. Isaiah said Hezekiah was
wrong to go about things politically. We cannot win by devices, planning, subtlety
or any worldly means. If we do we shall not only be let down but also ruined. Let
us not rely on any plan or ally. It hurts to see Christians doing things in a way the
Saviour would never have done them. Likewise being told to join with the rest
and make common cause with those who lean to Rome and those who have half,
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or no, belief in the Bible. Let us refuse all such devices to uphold the Lord's cause,
and dare to stand alone. No one will help us. Egypt failed at the pinch. Rabshakeh
was right, it wounded all who leaned on it, both Ashdod and Lachish.

Hezekiah had made a speech to the assembled inhabitants after strengthening
the fortifications of the city. This Rabshakeh scornfully calls vain words, or
"words of lips", "saying I have counsel and strength for war". The Devil will
come to some listening and say, "this is mere talk, quite useless to meet today's
realities". We reply, the Church of God advances by the preaching of the Gospel,
by the weakness of words. That is because in them is the power of God unto
salvation. Power belongeth unto God.

We trust in the Living God. Rabshakeh immediately sees the weakness that
leaves us in. We have in God's Name cleansed His worship, refused compromise.
That leaves some thinking in their hearts that we have gone too far, and doubting
if God is with us. Hezekiah had "taken away the altars ... and said to Jerusalem
and Judah, you shall worship before this altar" in Jerusalem. Some of the soldiers
listening on the walls felt the unauthorised-worship had merely been another way
of honouring God, and that Hezekiah had been unduly hard. How true of
evangelicals today!

As for Hezekiah's preparations, his bringing water into the city, strengthening
everything to withstand a siege, Rabshakeh derides it, offering 2,000 horses
if the Jews can possibly provide enough riders! These, he points out, are not
enough to turn away "one captain of the least of my master's servants". How
accurately that reflects in our position today in the world's eyes. Our cause
appears hopeless, a brave but quite useless resistance, and we are pityingly
advised to accept the terms offered. We are welcome to retain a "form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof'. That is the position, is it not, brethren?

One last shrewd thrust from Rabshakeh is: "Am I now come without the Lord
against this land to destroy it? The Lord said unto me, Go up against this land, and
destroy it. That made Hezekiah's messengers quake, lest the men on the wall
should hear. It was a bombastic lie, but it was well calculated to appeal to doubters
of Hezekiah's reformation, and strike a sympathetic chord in those lacking faith
in God. It also touched the guilty consciences of many_

How are we to react, practically?

Take it to the Lord like Hezekiah. Admit the truth of the taunts, and in repentance
go into the house of the Lord. Then take them and place them in the light of God's
Word, as Hezekiah took the letter and spread it before the Lord in pra,yer. Then do
like him, consult God's Word. He sent it to Isaiah the prophet. God answered: "Be
not afraid of "the words ... wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have
blasphemed me." God destroyed 180,000 men of the Assyria~s in one night, and"
Sennacherib left in shame, and died later at the hands of his two sons, as
prophesied by Isaiah.
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Stand, trusting in the living God. Remember this, the Reformation, which we
think of as one event, in fact took place by one person here, another there, a lad on
the coast, a blind woman in Nottingham, a wife in Lichfield, from Johno'Groats
to Land's End each saying, "I will not deny my Saviour and buy my miserable,
worthless carcass by agreeing with my judges that the mass is a repeated offering
of Christ upon an altar. 1 refuse, because the Bible does, to say the bread is His
actual flesh, the wine His actual blood." Each died alone, apparently an utter
failure, and we know by bishop's records that this went on over a period of one
hundred and fifty years. Each little group who laid down their lives seemed to have
thrown them away pointlessly, getting nowhere, achieving nothing. A dismal
failure is still the world's judgment upon them, shamefully pigheaded and misled.
Truth is not that absolute, nor the property of anyone "tradition".

We hear a thunderous voice in our ears, far outweighing theirs - "ye are bought
with a price; be not ye the servants of men!" We dare not, cannot conform. In the
name of Father, Son and Holy Ghost we stake our all and resist. Lord, soon
reward the patience Thou hast wrought in u~.

"The Assyrian came down like the wolf on the fold,
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold,
And the sheen of their spears were like stars on the sea,
When the blue wave rolls nightly on deep Galilee.

Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green,
The host with their banners at sunset was seen.
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath blown,
The host on the morrow lay withered and strewn.

For the angel of death spread his wings on the blast,
And breathed in the face of the foe as he pass'd;
And the eyes of the sleeper wax'd deadly and chill
And their hearts but once heaved, and forever grew still.

And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail,
And the idols are broke in the temple of Baal;
And the might of the Gentile, unsmote by the sword,
Hath melted like snow in the glance of the Lord!"

(Lord Byron)

When I live in settled and steadfast assurance about the state of my soul, methinks
I am as bold as a lion; I can laugh at all trouble; no affliction daunts me; but when
I am eclipsed in my comforts, I am of so fearful a spirit, that I could run into a

very mousehole. (Latimer writing to Ridley)
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

BEST FOOT FORWARD

151

THE other day I was rushing to board a bus in London. My foot caught the kerb
awkwardly and I fell. Not too much damage was done but as the evening wore on
my foot became more and more painful and I found it difficult to walk. The foot
is a very complex structure - lots of small bones and ligaments all working
together to help us to run, jump, stand on tiptoe, kick a ball, and lots of other
things. My foot was much better the next morning after a good rest. I was able to
walk easily again but the experience made me thankful for the ability to walk and
run and jump.

Peter and John went to the temple in Jerusalem to pray. A man who was lame
from birth was sitting begging. He expected Peter and John to give him some
money. Peter said to him: "Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give I
thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." He lifted him up
and immediately his feet and ankles received strength. The man went into the
temple with Peter and John. He was walking and leaping and praising God. How
good it would have felt to use his feet for the first time. He remembered to praise
God for that gift. Do we?

When walking is mentioned in the Bible, it often means our whole way of life
or behaviour. Our feet carry us into different situations - good or evil. How
important to be guided by God's Word in all that we do and everywhere we go.
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path" (Psalm 119:105).

The Lord promises needed strength to all who wait upon him. "They shall run
and not be weary," he says, "and they shall walk and not faint" (Isaiah 40:31).
Nowadays we so often use a car or bike or bus to get anywhere, but in Bible times,
when most travelling was done on foot, people would know very well how soon
weariness and tiredness would overcome the traveller. In the journey of life our
strength is from the Lord God. Habakkuk says "The Lord God is my strength, and
he will make my feet like hind's feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine
high places" (3: 19).

In eastern lands long ago the traveller's feet would get very dirty and dusty in
their open sandals. A sign of hospitality was to wash the visitor's feet when he
came to the house. This would usually be done by a servant. After Jesus and his
disciples had the Passover meal in the upper room in Jerusalem, Jesus took a basin
of water and a towel and washed the disciples' feet. This was a wonde'rful example
to them and to us of love and service to others. We can show that love and service
in many different ways - even by giving a cup of cold water, Jesus says.

So let us be thankful for our feet and use them to walk in ways that are pleasing
to God.
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BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words in the verses. The initials of your answers will spell out a
phrase found in the Third Epistle of John verse 4.

1. If I then, you Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also aught to
____ one another's feet (John 13:14).

2. Ye shall walk in the ways which the Lord you God has
commanded you ... (Deuteronomy 5:33).

3. The blind receive their sight, the walk, the lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached unto
them (Matthew 11 :5).

4. For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall thy foot from being
taken (Proverbs 3:26).

5. Neither shall they walk any more after the of their evil heart
(Jeremiah 3: 17).

6. But if a man walk in the he stumbleth because there is no light in
him (John 11:10).

7. How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good
____ (Isaiah 52:7).

8. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength they shall _
and not be weary; (Isaiah 40:31).

9. I will walk in thy truth: my heart to fear thy name (Psalm 86: 11).

10. Every place whereon the soles of your feet shall shall be yours.
(Deuteronomy 11 :24).

11. up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not (Psalm 17:5).

But while Christians have an undoubted right to try all that they hear by the divine
standard, do not abuse this right and make it foster pride; do not make your own
opinion, instead of scripture, the judge. Where hearers do this, a faithful sermon,
full of scriptural truth, may be reproached by one as legal, by another as
Antinomian, by another as Calvinistic, by another as Arminian, by another as
mere morality; while all the time, the plain truths of the Bible only were delivered.
Be not thus partial judges of your ministers. Ed d B· k t thwar IC ers e
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The Queen's Jubilee
An address given at the Annual Assembly ofthe C. ofE. (Cont.)

on 6th July 2002

DAVID N. SAMUEL

153

IN the hall of the University of Hull are inscribed some words by Winston
Churchill delivered in a speech in the 1920s. I saw them often as I climbed the
stairs and they have etched themselves in my memory. They read: "Religion is the
rock upon which the British people have built their hopes and cast their cares. "
The fact that such words were chosen by the founders of this northern university
speaks volumes. It represented the culture, the hopes, and faith of people
generally at that time. Moreover they were true. Religion, the Christian religion,
has been the rock of this nation. As we celebrate our Queen's golden jubilee it is
good to be reminded of that fact. And, indeed, the Queen herself drew attention to
it in her Christmas broadcast, when she testified to the importance of Christian
faith in her own life.

Changing times

However, we live now in times of momentous change, and the role of religion in
our national life, and in the lives of people individually has changed profoundly
in the fifty years since the Queen came to the throne. It is my intention in this
address to look at the changes which have taken place during that time; to try to
assess their significance, to consider where we stand today, and how we should
address ourselves to the new situation.

Recessional

Fifty years is a long time, and much has happened since our Queen came to the
throne. Indeed, the world that existed then has passed away. The words of
Kipling's Recessional, written for the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria, are
also true for us:

"Far-called, our navies melt away;
On dune and headland sinks the fire:
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre!"

But it is not so much the departure of our pomp and circumstance that concerns
us here. We could live, and live usefully and to some purpose, without all that. But
there has been another decline, which strikes at the heart of our nation, and at our
very existence, and it is that with which I must now deal.
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New Elizabethan Age
At the time of our Queen's accession to the throne, comparisons were drawn
between the reign of the first Elizabeth and the new monarch. She was of the same
age as that other queen who, four hundred years before, looked out upon as
menacing a world as that of the 1950s and triumphed over it. The nation looked
forward to what was termed at the time "a new Elizabethan age". The atomic
bomb had recently been used in war, but there was a new spirit of hope which
attended the coronation of the young queen.

The religious ethos of the nation was still strong. The Christian content of the
Coronation service still struck a cord in the nation's heart. The teaching of the
church on marriage was sufficiently strong in the years immediately following the
Coronation to lead Princess Margaret to bow to it in the matter of her relationship
with Group Captain Peter Townsend. "It might have been possible, " she said, "for
me to contract a civil marriage. But mindful of the Church s teaching that
Christian marriage is indissoluble . .. I have resolved to put these considerations
before others. "

Alternative Society
The television and radio schedules of the time reflect this. The Christian religion
featured prominently in the daily programmes. A strict control of blasphemy and
bad language and other offensive things was maintained. But already there were
in the 1950s voices heard heralding the alternative society. John Osbome's play,
Look Back in Anger, was staged in London in 1956 and made into a film in 1958.
It bred a new vogue of "angry young men" bent on overturning the structure and
values of the society they had known.

All this was given a powerful impetus in the 1960s by the advent of "Rock 'n
Roll" which embodied the rebellion felt by the new generation towards the
Christian morals of society. Popular music was no longer simply a medium of
light relief, but a battering ram for moral and social change.

Change in the Church
These attacks, however, came from without the citadel, as it were. But with the
advent of the obscenity trial of D. H. Lawrence's book, Lady Chatterleys Lover,
insurrection arose from within, for a bishop of the established church, Dr. John
Robinson, appeared for the defence. It was to be the precursor of an even greater
revolution that was to be effected in the church in this country, for in 1965 Dr.
Robinson's little book, Honest to God, was published by the Student Christian
Movement Press: In- it Dr. Robinson argued that our traditional understanding of
God was no more than an idol which had to go. God is not a supernatural being
outside the world or the universe, but the "ground of our being". The whole
argument of the book was a reductionist exercise. God was being accommodated
to the natural world and effectively removed from the picture. Alistair Macintyre,
the philosopher, said: "What is striking about Dr. Robinson's book is first and
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foremost that he is an atheist." People wrote to Dr. Robinson to say that he had
lifted a burden from their hearts, they no longer felt it necessary to believe in God.

Watershed

Some have tried to argue that all this was not important, and that underneath
everything remained the same. But this was not the case. In retrospect it clearly
marked a watershed, a dividing of the ways. From that time the liberal consensus
has predominated and pervaded, not only in the national church, but in the
churches generally in this country.

We can see the fruit of this now quite unmistakably, when church services are
interrupted to bring worshippers the latest football score, and giant screens are
erected in churches for worshippers to view the World Cup. What does that
signify, but the death of real religion? What does it reveal, but a great void
spiritually at the heart of the institutional churches?

Ending of censorship

In the 1960s and '70s bad language and obscenity began to make its presence felt
on the stage and television. Mary Whitehouse led protests against it. She showed
great courage and others identified with her, but the tide was running strongly the
other way, and all protests were impatiently swept aside. The ending of stage
censorship in 1968 .allowed the musical Hair to be staged in London, which
received tumultuous applause, and the Dean of St. Paul's invited the cast to a
special service in the Cathedral. Kenneth Tynan's obscene review, 0 Calcutta!,
appeared in 1970. London became the swinging capital. Is it at all. surprising that
now a major political party is complacent about receiving financial support from
a man who has made his fortune out of pornography?

Landmarks ofdecadence

Once begun, the downward rush of the Gadarene swine has been swift. Let me
rehearse some of the most significant landmarks of our decay as a moral society
over the last fifty years. in 1965 capital punishment was abolished. in 1967 the
Abortion Act was passed. Since then the lives of 6,000,000 potential citizens of
this country have been destroyed. It is a crime against humanity. Every pagan
culture has sacrificed its children. This is a version of the same thing. We now find
that we have an ageing population, and we need millions of young people to
support the economy. To supply that need we are turning to immigrants.

Also in 1967 the Sexual Offences Act legalising sodomy was passed, and in
1994 the Criminal and Public Order Act reduced the age for homosexual acts to
eighteen. Strenuous attempts are being made to reduce it further. In 1969 the
Divorce Reform Act was passed which made the irretrievable breakdown of
marriage the ground of divorce, and in 1973 the Matrimonial Causes Act
introduced "quickie divorces". Britain has the highest divorce rate in Europe.
In 1977 the Obscene Publications Act made it difficult to control pornographers.
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In 1993 the Sunday Trading Act set about dismantling the legislation protecting
the Lord's Day. It has become a day of godless pleasure-seeking. in 1994 the
National Lottery was introduced which now funds many anti-Christian causes.

Lawless Society

These are just some of the acts of so-called liberating legislation that have over
the past fifty years changed the character of our society. They have not been
happy and glorious years, and despite all this so-called "progressive" legislation
our society seems to be becoming increasingly insecure. The architects of this
state of affairs take pride in calling it the "permissive society", but it is, in fact,
the lawless and licentious society which they have created.

A crime is committed in England and Wales every five seconds, we are now
told, and the criminal justice system is creaking under the workload. The
opposition say the government is to blame, but the truth is that successive
governments have created this problem, by flying in the face of common sense,
and flouting the laws of God. In the past fifty years a sea-change has taken place
in Britain. The hi.gh-water marks of our culture were there for all to see, at the
beginning of that time. A young airman writing to his mother in 1940 expressed
himself in the following words: "Those who serve England must expect nothing
from her. We debase ourselves ifwe regard our country as merely a place in which
to eat and sleep I firmly and absolutely believe that evil things are sent into
the world to try us God knows what is good for us. The Bible is full of cases
where the ea5Y way out has been discarded for moral principles. "

On the walls of the· BBC in Langham Place are inscribed, in large letters, the
principles that first inspired public service broadcasting: "Whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if
there be any virtue and if there be any praise, think on these things" (Philippians
4:R). Where are they now?

Spiritual Deprivation

From these high principles and aspirations we have plunged into the abyss. The
official culture of our country is now the culture of youth, whose icons are the
pop-idols and their dissolute lives. The aspirations of a great many people today
rise little higher than that of obtaining enough money to support a round of
pleasure, escapism and sensual indulgence, and, of course, football. They have
been systematically deprived· of any higher understanding of life, by the
indoctrination of science, falsely so-called, which has given them to understand
that human life is the mere product of chance and evolution over millions of
years, and is therefore meaningless in any absolute sense.

We lament the fate suffered by children brought up in Victorian slums, who
were deprived of food, and suffered malnutrition, cloaked in the smogs of
London, and housed in hovels. But what kind of spiritual and cultural slum have
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we created in the nation today, which deprives young people of the knowledge
that they are the children of a Heavenly Father, and were created by Him to be
more than mere animals - to be human beings made in the image of God, with
immortal souls?

Or take another comparison. Wilfred Owen, the First World War poet, wrote an
Anthem for Doomed Youth. He saw his contemporaries, young men in their teens
and early twenties, going to the Western Front and dying like cattle. But what
about an anthem for the doomed youth of today - doomed to a miserable, low
and false understanding of themselves? Condemned to a trivial, empty, brutish
existence by our modern atheistic culture. Mankind is sick and has lost faith in
the meaning of human existence. Young people have been betrayed by the
godlessness and unbelief of our society.

That is the state of things today. That is the low point at which we have arrived.
And we can measure how far we have fallen when we compare it with words I
quoted from a representative of a previous generation.

Jubilee celebrations

Now it must be abundantly clear that we do not hold the Queen responsible
for this moral and spiritual landslide that has happened during her reign. On
the contrary, she has given the nation a good example of family life and of
Christian principles. The Royal Family have often been the unhappy victims
of the moral changes in our society as other families have been. When you get
such a sharp falling away from Christian standards the whole nation is affected
by it, even those who seek to live by different and higher standards. "No man is
an island."

However, those who have advised the Queen in what they consider are the best
interests of the monarchy, have been mistaken in the advice they have given. it
seems that particularly in the last few years, and especially at the time of the.
Jubilee, the advice has been to take in, and to be seen to identify with, those very
elements that have had a conspicuous role in our moral decline and growing
decadence as a nation. I am thinking particularly of the Jubilee celebrations when
Buckingham Palace was thrown open to a vast pop concert. Those who organised
it considered that it was a great success, but it was bought at a price. It has been
described by one commentator, who is not an avowed enemy of that kind of thing,
as "a gruesome, vulgar and demeaning occasion".

I will not go into the details as they have been described in the press and I think
it would be offensive to you, my hearers. it seems that the Queen herself was
perplexed, though she only attended for the last half hour of the concert. I cannot
believe that the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh enjoyed it, or even that Prince
Charles really liked it. It was as, one journalist said, "an unbelievable tacky
occasion". It was an attempt to recast the monarchy in a populist mould to make
the Queen "the People's Queen". The monarch sadly entered into this agreement
out of weakness, not strength. It is a disturbing and ominous sign.
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.Inherent dangers
It will not surprise you to know that republicans have taken heart from all this. A
monarchy, they say, which has to rely on bread and circuses will not last long. And
secondly, the fact that pop-music and the cult of the 1960s had to be co-opted
reveals a fundamental weakness, for it is associated with all the things that have
undermined decent society - cohabitation, divorce, drugs, homosexuality. Yet here
was the Royal Family associating with Eric Clapton, Sir Paul McCartney, Ozzie
Osboume and "Queen". Popular acclaim is bought at a price and it can be too high
a price. It is too high a price when the principles of a truly moral and ordered
society are threatened and undermined. Those who advise the Queen and seek to
stabilise the monarchy and secure its future on the basis of populism are making a
great mistake. People are fickle. Popular acclaim and sentiment are like quicksand,
always changing and shifting, and afford no firm or enduring basis or support. It
is not wise to trust to it or to admit it on such a large scale, for it can very soon take
over and assume ascendancy. In the fable of the Arab and the camel, the Arab was
unwise enough to admit the camel by degrees into his tent, because the camel
complained that irwas cold outside. But when the camel was fully in, the Arab
found it very uncomfortable and objected that there was not enough room for both
of them. To which the camel replied: "Very well then, get out!"

Secret of true strength
A sure foundation for the monarchy and the nation must be sought elsewhere and
not in mere populism. That foundation must be the Word of God. "Righteousness
exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people." It is said that Queen Victoria
was once asked what was the secret of Britain's greatness. She replied: "The Bible
- our greatest possession. " The secret of any strength we have had as a nation and
of any good we might have done in the world has been attributable to this fact that
at one time we were "the people of the book, and that book the Bible". If that is .
no longer true of us, then it is to our shame and we are all the losers, and the
monarchy and the nation are fundamentally weakened.

It is a basic truth of human existence that if people are to be truly free and
prosperous they must learn how to govern themselves from within rather from
without. Disraeli once said: "The character of a people is ultimately more
important than its laws or constitution. " Only people who are free in their spirits
make a free nation. Are we the slaves of possessions, appetites, instincts, and
feelings? Then we are not a free people. And if we are not a free people in the true
sense, then sooner or later we shall succumb. it is written large in history.
Hedonistic, self-indulgent, voluptuous societies succumb to their enemies and go
under. They have not the will and self-discipline to resist.

Who are the real slaves?
Samuel Smiles, the Victorian writer and moralist, has some salutary advice for our
generation: "The greatest slave is not he who is ruled by a de!>pot, great though
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that evil be, but he who is in thrall of his own moral ignorance, selfishness and
vice. Nations who are thus enslaved at heart cannot be freed by any mere changes
of masters or institutions; and so long as that fatal delusion prevails, that liberty
solely depends upon and consists in government, so long will such changes, no
matter at what cost they may be effected, have as little practical and lasting result
as the shifting of the figures in a phantasmagoria. "

All the trends of the last fifty years have been towards loosening the inward
restraints of behaviour; giving free reign to impulses, appetites, and desires,
"doing your own thing", and relying solely for order upon the external constraint
of laws. As a consequence, the soul of the nation has become licentious and the
outward constraints are seen to be giving way.

Let me give an illustration. The other morning on the radio it was said that
MacDonald's are playing classical music in their restaurants in order to try to
calm people down and make them less unruly. Well it is true that "music can
charm the savage breast". Music can have a good or a bad influence upon people.
But it is the same principle that is operating here; people are being treated more
like automata than real human beings - automata which have to be controlled by
external influences, by throwing a switch. The element of personal responsibility
for behaviour is being set aside and consequently people are degraded.

Our society has now adopted this understanding of the problem. It habitually
approaches the matter in this way from the wrong direction. The permissive
society has taught people to think in terms of the immediate gratification of
desires and appetites. It has made them slaves, not free.

Probably one of the things that has most contributed to his state of affairs in
which we find ourselves today is the fact that we are suffocated with government.
The advent of the Welfare State has done material good to our society, but with it
has come dependence. It has bred a supine, indolent, thoughtless attitude to life.
The government now must provide and undertake everything. It must initiate,
control and order the whole of life, which has led to a loss of responsibility for the'
life and actions of the individual.

Sure foundation

It is clear as we look back upon the last fifty years, and look forward to the future,
that the only firm and sure foundation upon which we can build is the teaching of
the Bible. Philosophies have been tried and found wanting and if we reject the
Bible we shall simply repeat the mistakes of the past.

The truth is that the Scriptures have a central place in the life of our nation - in
the crowning of the monarch. If that is not to be merely an empty charade, which
brings upon us the wrath of God, we must resolve to make it a reality.

The story of how the Bible found its place and position of significance at the
heart of the Coronation service is said by Bishop Bale to date back to the time of
the boy king Edward VI. As the King entered Westminster Abbey he observed the
three swords of his three kingdoms and said, "There is one sword yet wanting".



160 The Gospel Magazine

He was asked what that was, and answered, "The sword of the Spirit, which is the
Word ofGod". The king, who had been taught by the great Reformer, Archbishop
Thomas Cranmer, declared: "That Book is the Sword of the Spirit and to be
preferred before these swords. Without that sword we are nothing, we can do
nothing, we have no power. " How true that is. We lack power to reform the nation,
and to live as we ought, because the Word of God is not truly at the centre of our
lives and the life of our nation. It is there in the Coronation, but not really believed
and taught, not truly operative in the life of the nation. That perhaps is worse than
not having it there at all, for the Lord says: "Them that honour me, I will honour,
and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed" (1 Samuel 2:30).

Source of spiritual power

If the Word of God were truly to occupy the place in our lives and in the life of
the nation that we acknowledge in the Coronation service it should have, then the
life of the nation would be transformed. That may seem to those who have little
understanding of spiritual power, an astonishing claim to make, but it is true, and
perfectly reasonable. When you go to board an airliner and stand beside it on the
runway it must seem incredible that that great machine fully loaded can take to
the air at all. it seems so vast and heavy that it could not possibly leave the ground.
Yet we do not reckon with the power of the engines and the dynamics of flight, if
we think like that. We are ignorant of the possibilities. The Word of God, the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the power of God. It represents enormous
spiritual power, which when it operates in the lives of people and societies, is
capable of lifting them up, saving them from sin, transforming their lives and
making them the children of God. It lifts people individually and as a society on
to a different and higher plane.

Some time ago I read the well-known story of the mutiny on the Bounty. I
suppose you are familiar with it, but it has an astonishing sequel, which is perhap,s
less well known. The mutineers made their way to the uninhabited island of
Pitcairn. Their hopes of an idyllic life there were not fulfilled. Jealousies, fuelled by
alcohol, led to mayhem and murder. Soon there was only one of the original crew
left with several Tahitian woman and their children. That man, John Adams, was
converted in a remarkable way. He visited the wreck and rescued the ship's Bible.
Having brought it ashore, he began to read it. His life was changed and in time the
life of the island was transformed. He began to instruct the women and the children
in the teachings of the Bible; they met for regular worship; and peace and order
were restored. When, some fifteen years later, a British warship called at the island,
they found an exemplary Christian community. Such is the power of God's Word
for "righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people".

New beginning

What happened in that small community can happen elsewhere, in fact, wherever
people will submit themselves to the Word of God and accept its authority and
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teaching. A new beginning is called for in our nation. What better time to seek
such a reformation than now when we look back upon the past fifty years and see
how far we have fallen short of the great commitments entered into on behalf of
us all at the Coronation in 1953. At least we can see clearly what is our duty as a
people. Either the solemn commitment made at the Coronation service is a
binding obligation and duty upon our Queen and the nation, or it is an empty
charade. If by our disobedience and disregard of it we make it the latter, God will
most certainly judge us. Of that we can see the signs already. But if we repent and
turn to Him and seek to honour Him and His Word, then we shall enjoy His
blessing. We stand at the crossroads at a great juncture of our history. I believe the
next few years will be decisive for us as a people.

The Hind of the Morning
Part 1

CHRISTMAS EVANS (1766-1838)

IT is generally admitted that the 22nd Psalm has particular reference to Christ.
This is evident from His own appropriation of the first verse upon the cross, "My
God! My God! Why hast Thou forsaken me?" The Title of that Psalm is "Aijeleth.
Shahar", which signifies "A Hart, or Hind of the Morning". The striking
metaphors which it contains are descriptive of Messiah's peculiar sufferings. He
is the Hart, or the Hind of the Morning, hunted by the Black Prince, with his hell
hounds - by Satan and all his allies. The "dogs", the "lions", the "unicorns" and
the "strong bulls of Bashan", with their devouring teeth and their terrible horns,
pursued Him from Bethlehem to Calvary. They beset Him in the manger, gnashed
upon Him in the garden and well-nigh tore Him to pieces upon the cross. And still
they persecute Him in His cause and in the persons and interests of His people.

The faith of the Church anticipated the coming of Christ, "like a roe or a young
hart", with the dawn of the day promised in Eden; and we hear her exclaiming in
the Canticles, "The voice of my Beloved, Behold He cometh, leaping upon the
mountains, and skipping upon the hills". She heard Him announce His advent in
the promise, "Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God!", and with prophetic eye saw Him
leaping from the mountains of eternity to the mountains of time,. and skipping
from hill to hill throughout the land of Palestine, going about doing good. In the
various types and shadows of the law, she beheld Him "standing by the wall,
looking forth at the windows, showing Himself through the lattice", and then she
sang, "Until the day break and the shadows flee away, turn, my Beloved, and be
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thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether!" Bloody sacrifices
revealed Him to her view, going down to the "vineyard of red wine", whence she
traced Him to the meadows of Gospel ordinances, where "He feedeth among the
lilies" - to "the garden of cucumbers", and "the beds of spices"; and then she
sang to Him again, "Make haste" or, flee away, "'My Beloved! Be Thou like the
roe or the young hart among the mountains of spices". Thus she longed to see
Him, first "on the mountain of Bether", and then "on the mountain of spices".
On both mountains she saw Him eighteen hundred years ago, and on both she
may still trace the footsteps of His majesty and His mercy. The former, He hath
tracked with His own blood, and His path upon the latter is redolent of
frankincense and myrrh.

"Bether" signifies division. This is the craggy mountain of Calvary whither the
"Hind of the Morning" fled, followed by all the wild beasts of the forest, and the
bloodhounds of hell; summoned to the pursuit and urged on by the prince of
perdition, till the victim, in His agony, sweat great drops of blood, where He was
terribly crushed between the cliffs and dreadfully mangled by sharp and ragged
rocks, where He was seized by Death, the great Bloodhound of the bottomless pit,
whence He leaped the precipice without breaking a bone, and sunk in the dead
sea, sunk to its utmost depth and saw no corruption.

Behold the "Hind of the Morning" on that dreadful Mountain! It is the place of
skulls where Death holds his carnival in companionship with worms, and hell
laughs in the face of heaven. Dark storms are gathering there, convulsing clouds
charged with no common wrath. Terrors set themselves in battle-array before the
Son of God, and tempests burst upon Him which might sweep all mankind in a
moment to eternal ruin. Hark! hear ye not the subterranean thunder? Feel ye not
the tremor of the mountain? It is the shock of Satan's artillery playing upon the
Captain of our Salvation. It is the explosion of the magazine of vengeance. Lo, the
earth is quaking, the rocks are rending, the graves are opening, the dead are rising
and all nature stands aghast at the conflict of Divine mercy with the powers of
darkness. One dread convulsion more, one cry of desperate agony and Jesus dies
- an arrow has entered into His heart. Now leap the lions, roaring upon their prey,
and the bulls of Bashan are bellowing and the dogs of perdition are barking, and
the unicorns toss their horns on high, and the devil, dancing with exultant joy,
clanks his iron chains and thrusts up his fettered hands in defiance towards the
face of Jehovah.

Go a little further upon the mountain and you come to "a new tomb hewn out
of the rock". There lies a dead body. It is the body of Jesus. His disciples have laid
it down in sorrow and returned, weeping, to the city. Mary's heart is broken,
Peter's zeal is quenched in tears, and John would fain lie down and die in his
Master's grave. The sepulchre is closed up and sealed, and a Roman sentry placed
at its entrance. on the morning of the third day, while it is yet dark, two or three
women come to anoint the body. They are debating about the great stone at the
mouth of the cave. "Who shall roll it away?" says one of them. "Pity we did not
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bring Peter or John with us." But, arriving, they find the stone already rolled away
and one sitting upon it, whose countenance is like lightning and whose garments
are white as the light. The steel-clad, iron-hearted soldiers lie around Him, like
men slain in battle, having swooned with terror. He speaks: "Why seek ye the
living among the dead? He is not here; He is risen; He is gone forth from this
cave victoriously."

It is even so, for there are the shroud and the napkin and the heavenly watchers;
and when He awoke and cast off His grave-clothes, the earthquake was felt in the
city and jarred the gates of hell. "The Hind of the Morning" is up earlier than any
of His pursuers, "leaping upon the mountains, and skipping upon the hills". He is
seen first with Mary at the tomb, then with the disciples in Jerusalem, then with
two of them on the way to Emmaus; then going before His brethren into Galilee;
and, finally, leaping upon the top of Olivet to the hills of Paradise, fleeing away
to "the mountains of spices" where He shall never more be hunted by the Black
Prince and his hounds.

Christ is perfect master of gravitation an9 all the laws of nature are obedient to
His will. Once He walked upon the water as if it were marble beneath His feet;
and now He stands blessing His people, the glorious Form, so recently cold in the
grave, begins to ascend like "the living creature" in Ezekiel's vision, "lifted up
from the earth", till nearly out of sight; when "the chariots of God, even thousands
of angels", receive Him, and haste to the celestial city, waking the thrones of
eternity with this jubilant chorus: "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lifted
up, ye everlasting doors! And the King of Glory shall come in."

Christ might have rode in a chariot of fire all the way from Bethlehem to
Calvary, but He preferred riding in a chariot of mercy, whose lining was crimson
and whose ornament the malefactor's cross. How rapidly rolled his wheels over
the hills and plains of Palestine, gathering up everywhere the children of affliction
and scattering blessings like the beams of the morning! Now we find Him in Cana
of Galilee, turning water into wine; then treading the waves of the sea, and
hushing the roar of the tempest; then delivering the demoniac of Gadara from the
fury of a legion'of fiends; then healing the nobleman's son at Capernaum; raising
the daughter of Jairus and the young man of Nain; writing upon the grave of
Bethany, "I am the resurrection and the life", curing the invalid at the pool of
Bethesda, feeding the five thousand in the wilderness, preaching to the woman by
Jacob's well, acquitting the adulteress and shaming her accusers, and exercising
everywhere, in all His travels, the three offices of Physician, Prophet and Saviour,
as He drove on towards the place of death.

Now we see the chariot surrounded with enemies - Herod and Pilate, and
Caiaphas and the Roman soldiers, and the populace of Jerusalem, and thousands
of Jews who have come up to keep the Passover, led on by Judas and the devil.
See how they rage and curse, as if they would tear Him from His chariot of mercy!
But Jesus maintains His seat and holds fast the reins and drives right on through
the angry croWd, without shooting an arrow or lifting a spear upon His foes. For
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in that chariot the King must ride to Calvary - Calvary must be consecrated to
mercy for ever. He sees the cross planted upon the brow of the hill, and hastens
forward to embrace it. No sacrifice shall be offered to Justice on this day but the
One Sacrifice which reconciles heaven and earth. None of these children of Belial
shall suffer today.

The bribed witnesses and clamorous murderers shall be spared - the smiters,
the scourgers, the spitters, the thorn-plaiters, the nail drivers, the head-shakers 
for Jesus pleads on their behalf, "Father, forgive them; they know not what they
do". "They are ignorant of Thy grace and truth. They are not aware of whom they
are crucifying. Oh spare them! Let Death know that he shall have enough to do
with Me today! Let him open all his batteries upon Me! My bosom is bare to the
stroke. I will gather all the lances of hell in My heart."

Still the chariot rushes on and "fiery darts" are thick and fast, like a shower of
meteors on Messiah's head, till He is covered with wounds and the blood flows
down His garments and leaves a crimson track behind Him. As He passes, He
casts at the dying malefactor a glance of benignity, and throws Him a passport into
Paradise, written with His own blood; stretch'es forth His sceptre and touches the
prison-door of death, and many of the prisoners came forth, and the tyrant shall
never retain his dominion over them, rides triumphant over thrones and
principalities and crushes beneath His wheels the last enemy himself, and leaves
the memorial of His march engraven on the rocks of Golgotha!

• To BE CONTINUED·

_e_

A, Tribute to J. C. Ryle
STAN K, EVERS (Potton, Beds,)

IN 1966, when I was almost twenty, I went on holiday to a "Revival Convention"
in the delightful resort of Southport. That week was like heaven on earth! I was
drawn closer to God and fired with new enthusiasm to serve Him, whatever the
cost. Nevertheless, there was an emphasis in the preaching which disturbed me.
lt was referred to as entire sanctification. Instinctively, I knew that this doctrine
was erroneous. Though still a young convert I could not square this teaching with
1 John, the epistle on which the morning sermons were based. In my Bible it
clearly said, "if we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves" (1 John 1:8).
I concluded that these words were written to Christians because John called his
readers "My little children" (1 John 2:1).

It was with these thoughts in my mind that I returned home and began to read
Holiness by John Charles Ryle. Ryle was an evangelical clergyman who was



The Gospel Magazine 165

appointed the first Bishop of Liverpool in 1880. This book helped me understand
the biblical teaching on sin and sanctification.

I had got no further than the tenth page of Ryle's introduction when I read these
words: "I have yet to learn that there is a single passage in Scripture which teaches
that a literal perfection, a complete and entire freedom from sin, in thought, or
word, or deed, is attainable, or ever has been attained, by any child of Adam in
this world." As I read on I was amazed to discover that even an apostle struggled
with indwelling sin (Romans 7). Later in the book I learnt that the "normal
Christian life" is not one of sin!ess perfection but of continual conflict with "the
world, the flesh and the devil".

The first chapter on sin convinced me that sinless perfection teaching arose out
of an inadequate view of the depravity of the human heart. I think that the second
and third chapters on sanctification and holiness are superb! These two chapters
impressed on my mind the importance of practical godliness, as evidence of
election and regeneration, and gave me a good foundation for the rest of my
Christian life. Ryle's succinct treatment of the distinction between justification
and sanctification helped me to see the need for clear thinking on these subjects.

As a young believer I was often troubled by doubts concerning my salvation,
but Ryle's chapter on assurance helped me to overcome many of these doubts.
Ryle marshals his arguments from God's Word and the writings of the Puritan
divines to prove that the Christian may know, beyond any doubt, that he is saved.
Once saved he is saved forever!

Turning over the pages of my copy of Holiness I see that I have occasionally
marked a section which challenged my heart. One example will suffice, which
really jums up the thrust of this excellent book: "It was sin that wove the crown
of thorns - it was sin that pierced our Lord's hands, and feet and side - it was sin
that brought Him to Gethsemane and Calvary, to the cross and to the grave. Cold
must our hearts be if we do not hate sin and labour to get rid of it."

J. C. Ry!e also aroused my curiosity about a group of men known as "the
Puritans". The early chapters of Holiness have frequent footnote quotes from
these 17th century preachers. Later I delved into the riches of these men for
myself and was especially helped by reading John Owen on The Mortification of
Sin and his exposition of Psalm]30.

My reading of Ry!e's Holiness stimulated me to read his other writings, such as
Practical Religion and his expository thoughts on the Gospels. As a Baptist pastor
I'm pleased to acknowledge my spiritual debt to a former Anglican Bishop!

"Flee youthful lusts." Fight not but flee; or if fight you must,' copy the old
Parthians, who, seated on fleet coursers and armed with bow and arrows, shot from
the saddle, flying as they fought. If you cannot flee, then in Christ's name and
strength face round on the foe, and make a bold stand for God.

T. Guthrie, DD
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Ascension Day
SIMON PETERSON

BEING a holy day, Ascension Day was at one time a public holiday. Having long
since ceased to be a public holiday, it is no longer a holy day to the vast majority
of our people. And though most churches try to draw attention to the festival. it
can hardly be said that they get much response from their congregations.

In our present social climate there would be no point in declaring Ascension
Day a public holiday. The introduction of bank holidays, of which we get quite a
sequence at one time of year, disrupt the normal working life of the community
enough as it is.

Is there any particular point in trying to make Ascension Day a holy day either?
What is there in our spiritual lives that needs special attention at that time?

As with the Resurrection, it is something of a fruitless ,occupation to try to
satisfy men's intellect and reason by arguiI!g about what actually did or did not
happen nearly two thousand years ago. We are merely told that the risen Lord
took His closest friends apart and "a cloud received him out of their sight" (Acts
1:9). We must just accept that, according to the written record, there came a
moment when the Lord, as a visible and audible human form vanished - and
vanished permanently. Does this have any significance?

We may say that it was a necessary experience for the Apostles. For they had
come to faith through personal friendship with the human Jesus. They had
experienced, momentarily, the loss of that faith when their Lord, as they had
known Him, was removed from them by death.

They had begun to understand that their life of faith had only passed its first
phase when Jesus reappeared to them in visible, bodily form, and they had learnt
that his personal relationship with them was as close as before.

But they still had to learn that this arrangement was only temporary. The
Resurrection appearances had convinced them that Jesus was alive for ever. They
now had to learn that their relationship with Him was to become even closer, but
entirely a matter of the Spirit.

On the first Ascension Day they were persuaded that they would never again
see Him on earth, but that their relationship with Him was unimpaired. Soon
afterwards, this conviction was proved for them at Pentecost.

We cannot share the Apostles' experience of living with the human Jesus. But
we can, indeed we must, share their experience of knowing that the same Jesus,
though now pure Spirit, lives with us in a very real sense; and that, through
prayer and submission, we may come to enjoy the fulness of His indwelling Spirit
at Pentecost.

There is good reason for having a little churrh f':~~:';ul to remind us that our
knowledge of Christ in the Scriptures must be developed into a knowledge of
Christ as a personal spiritual experience.
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We Love Him, Because He
First Loved Us

(l John 4:19)

EDWARD J. MALCOLM (Reading)

167

THESE words were written by the Apostle John, who is called the Apostle of love.
They appear in his First Epistle. The context in which they appear is in a discourse
on assurance, which began at the thirteenth verse. The question of assurance is
vital to the well-being of each believer. It is necessary for our spiritual health that
we understand the grounds upon which we have assurance, and also that we know
something of assurance ourselves. John has already given various indicators to his
readers, whereby they may know that salvation is theirs. For this is the key point
about assurance. Unless we know that we are the children of God, we shall live
as those who are always in doubt about their salvation, and so as those who never
live as the regenerate people of God. Rather, we shall live as those who still seek,
not as those who have found. The consequences of this are serious.

The clues that the Apostle has already given are found in places like 4: 1-3.
He shows that only true believers confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh,
which is a recognition that Jesus is who the Gospels say He is, and that He came
for the purpose He declared, namely the salvation of sinners. So we are already
given grounds upon which we may have assurance. Why does the Apostle need to
add another?

There are two reasons, at least. The first is that we are prone to doubt unless we
have sufficient grounds! We are not prepared to take what God says, but want more.
When Moses met God in the wilderness at the burning bush, God gave him a sign.
The sign would prove to Moses that it was God who had spoken with him, and had
commanded him to lead His people out of Egypt. The sign was that Moses would
worship God again in the mountain, when the people were with him (Exodus 3:12).
This was not enough for Moses, and so God graciously gave him further signs
(Exodus 4:1-9). In the same way, the Apostle John gives more signs to us than just
one, so that we can see from various markers that we are the children of God.

The second reason is that we are apt to doubt just one sign. When Moses
returned to Pharaoh, to tell him to let the people go, he proved his authority as the
ambassador for God by performing a miracle. Water was turned into blood.
Pharaoh was not impressed. But by the time Moses had performed a whole series
of signs, which culminated in the death of all the first-born in Egypt, Pharaoh was
ready to believe, and to let the people go. We are not like Pharaoh, refusing God's
signs; rather we are weak, and doubt that just one sign is enough. So God gives
others. He is gracious and loving, and knows that we are weak.



168 The Gospel Magazine

The indicator, or sign, that we have in our text, is a particularly wonderful sign,
for it contains, in short, the whole Gospel. It contains -

I. Our attitude towards God, we love him.
11. God's attitude towards us, he ... loved us,

Ill. The order of this love, he first loved us,
IV. The grounds whereon we love Him, because . ..

I. OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS GOD

John states that "we love him". Who are we? This is an important question,
because it is clear that many, even most of those with whom we come into contact,
do not love Him. John is not writing to every man and woman who has lived, nor
even to the whole town or city of Ephesus, though that is assumed to be the
destination of this letter. Rather, he is writing to the brethren, those he can
call "my little children, beloved", and "brethren". In short, he is writing to the
Christians at Ephesus, to the congregation, the body of those who have professed
faith in Jesus Christ. More than that, it is clear that he has excluded various
individuals who, while once a part of that visible gathering, have parted company
with them (2:19,4:5). These people may have once professed with their lips to be
a part of that company of believers, but their hearts were always far from God.
They are excluded. Those, whose profession is real, as springing out of a lively
faith, are those whom the Apostle addresses.

Yet even that by itself may not convince all. For can we truly say that we love
Him? To be sure, we once hated Him. Our hatred of God may not have been
outward, in that we may have gone out of our way to hide such thoughts. Yet by
our living we showed that we hated God. We flouted all His laws. We desecrated
His day of rest. We despised the Lord Jesus Christ, whom we knew to be the
Saviour of the world. We spurned His Word, and could not bring ourselves to read
it. We kept ourselves from the company of those we knew to be men and women
of piety, for we found their conversation to be hateful to us, though we may have
been ashamed to admit it, even to ourselves. As we compare ourselves then with
what we have become by grace, we see a marked change. Now we love the things
we hated, and we are cold towards the things we once loved. We may not be - and
indeed are unlikely to be - as cold towards them as we ought; nevertheless, our
desire is to do the things of God, and to leave off those things we know He hates.

However, the Apostle John speaks of our loving God, not the things He
commands. The love he speaks of is a love that has God as its object. We are
caught up in loving the Creator of heaven and earth, the Almighty God, the Father
of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is perhaps the most difficult concept to grasp.
By nature, God is our enemy and judge. He has condemned us because of our sin.
We are the children of wrath, and deserve no other fate than that which awaits all
the wicked. Not only is God our enemy, but also we make ourselves to be His
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enemies. We go out of our way to offend Him, as we have already seen. The
situation John speaks of is one that is alien to us as we are, if left to ourselves. So
the very fact that we love Him means that we are not as we once were. It is not
that we have decided to love Him, for that is also impossible to us by nature.
Something has changed. It is the consideration of this change that brings us to our
second heading -

11. GOD'S ATTITUDE TOWARDS US

God's attitude towards us is one of love. God loves His whole creation, for
He made it for His glory, and He made man in His own image. Yet that love is
not sufficient to redeem mankind from the situation in which he finds himself
because of sin. This general love may cause the rain to fall and the sun to shine,
and it may cause God to desire not the death of the wicked. Yet this love does
not explain the Flood, or the drought in the days of Elijah, or the promise that the
soul that sinneth, it shall die. The love of God has bounds, limitations, and those
limitations are set by His holiness. For the nature of God is such that He cannot
be untrue to Himself. He has declared that He is of purer eyes than to behold
iniquity. Therefore we cannot expect Him to overlook such iniquity in us. He
must act.

There is a sense in which the actions mentioned above, the Flood and the
drought, do reflect the love of God. They serve to teach us about Him, and about
His holiness. There is no clearer indication of the fate of sinners than the
destruction of such at the time of Noah. There is no clearer indication of God's
great displeasure at the sinfulness of those to whom He has revealed Himself than
in the withholding of the natural rainfall from Israel in the days of Ahab. We read
in Ecclesiastes that "the sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to
his place where he arose. The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto
the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to
his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place
from whence the rivers come, thither they return again" (Ecclesiastes 1:5-7). Yet
God overthrew this ordered pattern of events in order to show His hatred of sin.

Yet our text tells us that God loves us. This love clearly extends far beyond the
general love we have just considered. Since John is writing to believers, those
who confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, it is not hard to see that those
whom God loves in this way are those who make this confession. To confess that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is to confess that the Scriptures do indeed testify
of Him, and that He was sent by God. Even Nicodemus knew this much
(John 3:2). The confession which he made is similar to that which' Martha made
(John 11 :21-24). Both had to be brought to the point where they would see that
Jesus is not just Messiah, the Son of David (2 Samuel 7:14), but God Himself.
It was in understanding that Jesus is God Himself, that Thomas made a good
confession (John 20:28).
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This presents a great problem to us. We are wicked sinners, for the Bible says
so. Yet God sent forth His Son to redeem us (Galatians 4:4ft). What has changed?
In a sense, nothing, for we understand the love of God to have been settled in
eternity past. God chose out a peculiar people for Himself from before the
foundation of the world. Yet there is a way in which something has changed, for
subjectively, we have come to the moment in history when we are made the
recipients and beneficiaries of that love. God, who has declared His hatred of sin,
and His majestic intention to punish sinners, has also declared that, in certain
instances, He is able to love the sinner to the point of affecting the most dramatic
and complete reversal of their sentence. This brings us to our third point -

Ill. THE ORDER OF THIS LOVE

Our text tells us, quite plainly, that "He first loved us". Therefore the love that we
have for God is not the ground upon which He loves us, as we shall go on to
consider. Rather, we must consider that God, who has pronounced sentence
against all ungodliness of men, has instead sent His "only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish but have everlasting life". We have
already seen that this love is from eternity past. Indeed, the electing love of God,
sometimes called His "foreknowledge", is the ground upon which He chose those
He would save. The word "know" has a special and strong meaning in the Bible.
It speaks of an intimate knowledge, such as a husband and wife have together in
the conception of a child. God's foreknowledge is His love that exists before we
do, and His choosing of us before our conception, indeed, before the foundation
of the world, when we were chosen in Christ (Ephesians 1:4).

We read elsewhere of this love being commended to us while we were yet
sinners (Romans 5:8). God proved His love in the sending of His Son. The point
to learn here is not, as the Alpha Course teaches, that God has shown His love by
killing His Son, and so we must now love Him back. Rather, God has shown to us
the extent of His love, in that He spared not His own Son. He has shown that love
while we were both unlovely and unloving. Showing love to a wild animal is a
recipe for being torn by that creature. So in our natural state, we respond to the
love of God by hating Him. Yet for the believer that is not the response. Instead,
this demonstration of love provokes love in us. The act of love awakens love in us.

In order to see why this is, we have to understand the nature of the
demonstration. For it is far more than a mere demonstration as we understand the
word. When God sent forth His only Son, He sent Him to be the propitiation for
our sins (1 John 4:10). This word "propitiate", which is missing from many
modern versions, is a word to cling onto. Propitiation is the turning aside of wrath
in order that mercy may be manifest. An example that is often used is that of the
rain-cloud. It must empty itself of rain before the sunshine can burst through.
Like all illustrations, it is incomplete. The rain cloud must empty its rain upon the
earth in order that the earth might receive the blessing of the sunshine that it
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currently masks. If God propitiated His wrath by venting Himself upon sinners,
there would be nothing left to bless; we would all perish. Instead, He has vented
His wrath upon His Son, causing Him to drink the cup of wrath to the very dregs,
that we might not. The Lord Jesus has indeed borne our offences, and by His
stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). The death of the Lord Jesus Christ serves to
remove the offence that necessitated it. It has effectively and effectually dealt with
our sin. He has been the propitiatory sacrifice, and by His death has made us the
recipients of mercy.

So the love of God of which John speaks is an effective love, accomplishing
the redemption of the objects of that love, God's elect. It is no wonder that we are
able to respond to such love in love, for it is part of the grace of regeneration,
which in its totality includes the gift of faith, whereby we are able to hold out the
empty hand to the Lord Jesus Christ. It becomes clear to us that the act of
redemption, the offering up of the Lord Jesus upon the tree, is not just a potential
act, whereby we might be saved, but is an effective act whereby we must be saved.
Salvation is not in doubt, for God's appointed means has covered the whole range
of man's needs, and the whole span of God's action against sinners. And so we
come to our final point.

IV. THE GROUND WHEREON WE LOVE HIM

We are told that we love Him because He first loved us. This is the effective
working of that love whereby He put to death His only Son that we might become
the heirs of grace. Love for God would be beyond us if He did not first love us
with an everlasting love. He who is altogether lovely, and who alone is truly the
correct object of love, has first made us to be lovely to Him, because He has called
us in love. He has then demonstrated His love in the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ for the purpose of reconciliation and redemption. He has commended this
love to us in the most wonderful way imaginable, and He has caused us to love
Him in response.

Therefore our love for God is in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a love
that is according to the revelation we have been given, for outside the Lord Jesus
there is no ground of love for God. Thus we can properly say that Jesus Christ
Himself is the proper object of our love, as He is the proper object of our faith.
He is the one promised, in whom we believe. He is the one set forth as our
Saviour, therefore He is the one we love. So it is right that we praise and magnify
His Name, for "God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is
above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that -every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father"
(Philippians 2.9-11).

If any should ask why we love the Lord Jesus, we should have no problem in
telling them that every good thing that we have has come to us as a direct result
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of our being in the Lord Jesus Christ. We know that we owe our salvation to Him,
to His obedience unto death, and to His faithfulness in keeping the whole law of
God (Galatians 4:4-5). Do we ever begin to think of all the other blessings that are
ours through union with Him? Every grace and virtue that has come to us, and that
we are beneficiaries of, is a spiritual gift or grace. As such, they are all mediated
to us through the Holy Spirit. Since the Lord Jesus is the one who sent the
Comforter, our having the Holy Spirit is a direct consequence and benefit of our
coming to faith. Therefore, since it is by the exercise of the spiritual graces that
we grow as Christians, and that we draw closer to the Godhead, and that we are
enabled to mortify the deeds of the flesh (Galatians 5: 16-17), it is because we are
the recipients of grace that this is possible. The contemplation of grace should
give us greater bounds for our love to God, Father Son and Holy Spirit.

APPLICATION

What are we to make of this? At the beginning, we spoke of the context in
which these words were written, that of assurance. We shall confine ourselves to
this matter.

Firstly, the love of God teaches us that we are by nature completely worthless,
and that there is no merit in or of us whereby God should accept us. Were it not
so, He would not need to act in love. If God were duty-bound to save us, He
would be acting out of motives that need never include love. If God were in any
sense duty-bound to grant us salvation, then we would be the ones to whom
thanks would be due, for our salvation would begin with us. But this doctrine of
the love of God teaches us that we are by nature deserving of anything but love,
and that salvation is as far from us as the east is from the west.

Secondly, the fact that God first loved us teaches us that He is gracious. He has
condescended to act out of pure motives, not of constraint. Therefore the only
proper response to our salvation is to dedicate ourselves, our souls and bodies, to
His service. We, who deserve the exact opposite of what we have received, are
only in a state of grace because God, for reasons we shall never fathom but in
which we can rejoice fully, loves us with an everlasting love. It is mercy that
moves God to act in love for the saving of sinners, and therefore the nature of God
is not coldly judicial, but warm, loving and just.

Thirdly, in that salvation is from the hand of God alone, without reference to
the individual upon whom salvation comes, that salvation is sure and eternal. God
is sure and eternal; we are not. We waver and change our minds moment by
moment. Like Reuben we are unstable as water. We can be blown about with
every wind of doctrine. There is no shadow of turning with Him. Therefore the
salvation with which He has saved us cannot be undone. There can be no falling
away from Him, there can be no incompletion in His plan, and none can pluck us
out of our Father's hand. Since there was nothing pleasing about us in the first
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place, that caused God to respond to us, there can likewise be nothing displeasing
that will cause Him to reject us later.

Fourthly, the love we bear to God in response to the great love He has shown
to us convinces us that we are indeed His children, and heirs of the promise. Since
none love God by nature, and we love God, our nature has changed. We are new
creatures. We are no longer children of wrath, as the perishing are. The love we
have to God in the Lord Jesus Christ bears testimony to our first having been the
objects of His love. God has begun a good work in us, and He will not allow it
to fall. He has made us new creatures, a part of His new creation, and we have
the earnest of that now, in that we love the God who first loved us. The
New Testament speaks of another earnest that is given to us, the Holy Spirit
(Ephesians 1: 13ft). The same Spirit brings forth the fruit of love in us (Galatians
5:22). Therefore our knowing the love of God, and living in love towards fellow
believers, demonstrates to us the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the graces that
He brings.

Finally, the love that we bear to God works itself out in our lives. We are
motivated by love to obey the will of God: We no longer follow the law as those
who fear condemnation; rather we obey His revealed will as those who love Him
and all about Him. Further, our relationship with those about us changes. Our
attitude towards the people we meet is moulded by love. This is not a love that
commends and condones their sin, but a love that causes us to point them to the
Saviour. We do this more in the way we live than in the way we speak, for our
actions outdo our words. If our lives are consistent with our witness, then we
speak with the greatest possible authority. More particularly, our relationship with
fellow believers is affected. We are now ruled by love in our dealings with them,
ensuring that we put no stumbling-blocks before them, and that we offend not in
the least matter. If we do, we seek forgiveness.

Thus these words of the Apostle John serve to strengthen us, to grant to us
assurance of salvation, and to fix us more closely to the Lord Jesus Christ. They
show us the unutterable love of God, and His great mercy in loving sinners.
They show us our unworthiness, and the extent to which God would go for the
sake of His elect. These words should stir up greater love in us, as we begin to
understand the true nature of God's love for us. They should cause us to sing with
the hymn-writer:

"Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Lovingkindness as the flood
When the Prince of life, our ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.
Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten
Throughout heaven's eternal days.
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On the Mount of Crucifixion
Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God's mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,
And heaven's peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love."

Book Reviews
Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King lames) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Ma'gazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we' endorse it.

Toronto in Perspective - Papers on the New Charismatic Wave of the mid
1990s. Edited by D. Uilborn. Paternoster Publishing. pp. 385, paperback. £29.99.
ISBN 1 84227 099 O.

The "Toronto Blessing" (TIB) affected many churches. Now it has died down, or at least
changed, this book aims to present a more measured assessment. The first part contains
125 pages of seven essays, with wildly divergent conclusions from "real but limited", to
"sub-christian", to "a spur to discipleship". Wasn't Job's crisis a blessing?

The second part, a chronicle of TIB from its origins to its outworkings up to January
2001, comprises 22 pages in smaller print. We thank David Hilborn for his labour. Though
it is a wearisome read, these pages provide useful insights from all sides of the TIB crisis.
The reviewer is thankful to God that his conversion in 1994 was to the Reformed rather
than TIB religion. We can but pray that those involved in TIB will get set on the solid
Rock which is the Lord Jesus Christ whose name is sadly so rarely glorified in these pages.

Part three comprises 40 pages of statements by various groups. It is notable that whilst
not particularly critical of TIB, they all state that Christianity is not essentially about
phenomena but rather a living faith in the Person and finished work of Christ.

This work is, as the publishers claim, set to become a standard reference work on TIB.
It lacks a firm Reformed contribution in Part One. Get Owen on the Holy Spirit!

P.J.R.

What The Scriptures Teach. K F. Kevan. Evangelical Press. pp. 80. £3.95. ISBN
o85234 026 5.

As one who was taught by Dr. Kevan, one can hear his voice, see him standing there as
one reads. This is faithful to Scripture, clear, simple and well put teaching on major Bible
subjects, together with questions in the appendix, making it a good book for either private,
or a church Bible study programme. It was these AV lectures which built up the London
Bible College. Thoroughly recommended! KM.
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A Call to Prayer. J.c. Ryle. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 32. £1.25. ISBN 0 85151
8192.

This booklet is in essence a chapter taken from Practical Religion, originally written for
those in the Church of England, now reprinted, worked over and updated by Banner of
Truth. Ryle is a manly, straightforward writer and here deals with personal prayer. As
research today reveals a great falling off in personal daily Bible reading, it is reasonable
to suppose it's concomitant, private prayer, is also even more neglected today than when
Ryle lamented its rarity in 1878. Here are plain, forcibly put reasons to pray daily in secret
very much more than we do. It has an attractive cover, good print, and is affordable.

KM.

The Authority of Scripture. John P. Thackway. The James Begg Society. pp. 20.
£1.50 incl. P&P. ISBN 0 95392 415 7.
This booklet is well produced, and is the address by the well respected Minister of
Holywell Evangelical Church to the Annual Meeting of the James Begg Society. Thus
whilst eminently sound and necessary, both rebutting mainly 19th century opponents and
confirming faith in the Bible, partly by 19th century or earlier authorities, it somewhat
lacks the common touch. There is also "the peril of archaizing ourselves", as attacks on
Scripture's authority come now from new directions. On the other hand, there is nothing
really new in them, and space forbids. KM.

Selina, Countess of Huntingdon: Her Pivotal Role in the Eighteenth Century
EvangelicalAwakening. Fay Cook. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 478, hardback.
£19.95. ISBN 0 85151 8125.

This is a thoroughly researched and readable account of the life of the Countess of
Huntingdon and her role in the eighteenth century revival. While concentrating on one of
the less well known figures of the revival, the influence of the Wesleys and Whitefield is
sufficiently detailed to appeal to any reader with an interest in the Methodist movement
and events of this time.

The author provides a fascinating insight into eighteenth century life, in particular the
daily routine of the nobility and court circles in which the Countess moved. The book is
well presented in hardback and includes colour plates and detailed footnotes drawing on
earlier biographers, extracts from diaries and previously unpublished letters to and from
family and friends. KO.M.

Meet the Real Jesus. John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 224. £7.95. 224 pages.

This is the third book I have read by John Blanchard and I have come to appreciate and
enjoy the way he explains and adorns the doctrine of God in his writings, bringing reason
and clarity to bear on his subject. Most of the chapters in this book begin with the title,
"The man who ... " - "The man who was more"; "The man who got it right"; "The man
who was expected"; and so on. The author is well read with extensive quotations as the
notes indicate and this adds greater interest for the reader.

In chapter two, "The man who was here", we have contemporary written evidence of
Jesus from Josephus, Suetonias, Tacitus, Pliny the younger and Lucian and details of the
manuscripts from which the Holy Bible comes. But Blanchard is not concerned merely to



176 The Gospel Magazine

produce historical evidence in his book. He has the heart of an evangelist and a true
servant of the living God to point men to the needs of their souls and to bring sinners to
repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The last chapter is called "The verdict", and
in it he pleads with his unsaved readers to turn to Christ and believe. Scripture quotations
are from the NIV unless otherwise indicated. T.M.B.

God's Design for Women. Sharon James. Evangelical Press. pp. 364, paperback.
£8.95. ISBN 0 85234 503 8.

This book tackles a difficult subject in the light of Scripture, and against the background
of pervasive feminist teaching. On feminism, there is a revealing summary of what has
been and is being taught, and imbibed by the present generation. The author makes very
clear the total failure of this system, and the overwhelming superiority of the biblical,
God-given roles of men and women. "God designed men as the leaders and women as the
helpers" (page 56), but "male leaders cannot operate effectively without drawing on and
utilizing the complementary gifts of women" (page 60). In the New Testament church,
leaders were set aside as elders, and elders were male. There is no fudging of this issue.

The question follows: if women cannot be ministers, does this mean that they cannot
minister at all in the church? Mrs. James holds very strongly that every true member
of the church, male or female, has gifts which are to be used for the Lord. She highlights
the New Testament women whose ministries are mentioned - Dorcas, Phoebe, Priscilla
and others.

The main part of the book is called "Women in Ministry" and a wide range of topics is
covered. The roles of Christian wives and single women are both dealt with helpfully.
There is a strong and welcome call to purity of living.

Many readers would not go as far as the author in considering what part women should
play in worship, but there is much that is useful and thought-provoking. The book closes
with a plea that Christian women should seek "the beauty that lasts" - Christ-likeness.

M.A.F.

King of the Cannibals, The Story ofJohn G. Paton. Jim Cromarty. Evangelical
Press/Solid Ground Christian Books. pp. 288, paperback. £8.95. ISBN 085234401 5.

In the mid-1880s, when John G. Paton was undertaking a tour of Great Britain to raise
money for the continuing work of the Gospel in the New Hebrides, C. H. Spurgeon arranged
a meeting at his own home, introducing the great missionary as "the King of the Cannibals".
The thrilling account of Paton's life and work amongst the cannibal peoples of the New
Hebrides is retold here in a way which will attract readers of all ages. From a humble life
in a Scottish country village, John was prepared by God for his future work as a missionary,
working with the Glasgow City Mission, studying at University and Bible College, as well
as training in medicine. His work on the island of Tanna is graphically recounted, the
sorrows, the hardships and dangers, the frequent brushes with death, the seemingly
impenetrable hearts of the people, the deliberate attempts of visiting traders to thwart the
work. Yet in all this Paton clung to his faith in God, revealing extremes of courage and
bravery, patience and perseverance, and a never-failing concern for lost souls. His work was
not in vain, for though he left Tanna with little apparent fruit for his labours, his subsequent
work on the neighbouring island of Aniwa led to the conversion of many, some of whom
themselves became missionaries to Tanna, where the gospel eventually took hold.
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The value of the book, which includes a number of illustrations, is enhanced by the
addition at the end of each chapter of two or three pa(agraphs containing practical
suggestions and lessons to be drawn. As usual with E.P., the book is well-produced
with an eye-catching cover, and it will prove a profitable and challenging read to all
who buy it. J.P.W.

Daily Grace from the Gospel of Mark. George M. Philip. Evangelical Press!
Rutherford House. pp. 191, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 468 6.

If done daily, as the title suggests, there is six months' reading in this book first published
in 2001. Although each day's meditation is kept to one page, the pace of reading the
Gospel is varied so that there is neither a sense of undue haste nor of dawdling. Sometimes
a day's notes cover one verse, at other times nine or ten, or perhaps two verses are thought
about over three days. The central theme for each day is given as the title together with
other passages from the Bible that relate to it. As the words of the daily text are not
printed, the reader is free to choose the translation he prefers, but quotations in the notes
are mostly from the NIY.

In addition to use in private study or sermo~ preparation, these meditations are useful
for those engaged in group study; they can profit from the labours of a minister who
served his Church of Scotland parish for forty years, providing daily Bible reading notes
in his monthly magazine. G.F.H.H.

A House of Prayer - The message of 2 Chronicles (Welwyn Commentary
Series). Andrew Stewart. Evangelical Press. pp. 478, paperback. £11.95. ISBN
o85234 480 5.

Readable commentaries on the two books of Chronicles are rare indeed! But Andrew
Stewart, a Presbyterian minister in Australia, has f()llowed his Welwyn Commentary on
1 Chronicles (A Family Tree) with this one on 2 Chronicles. Both commentaries are based
on the NIV text.

Stewart expounds, and applies lessons from, the reign of Solomon and his construction
of the temple in Jerusalem for the worship of God. Following the division of the kingdom
into Israel and Judah, the Chronicler concentrates mostly on the kings of Judah. In this
section Stewart helpfully unfolds the good and bad character traits of the kings of Judah.
These sinful kings point forward to the perfect Messianic king, the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Chronicles ends as the first exiles prepare to return to Israel after seventy years in exile.

We learn much about prayer from 2 Chronicles. Here is one example: "The ministry of
leading congregational prayer is a very important one among God's people, for by this
means the thoughts of many individuals are brought together like the various threads
which make up a tapestry. The petitions of many believers are bound together like many
hands knocking on heaven's door. This was Solomon's important ministry when he called
the whole nation together for prayer." S.K.E.

Ransomed, Healed, Restored, Forgiven - Learning from the Life of Peter.
Michael Bentley. Evangelical Press. pp. 142. £6.95. ISBN 0 35234 456 2.

"Do we need another book about Peter?" I thought when I started reading this one.
However, I soon realised that this is not just "another book about Peter". The author brings
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his own refreshing approach (also evident in his other nine books) to Peter's progress from
a novice disciple through to his reflections near to his death as a martyr. Bentley selects
sixteen incidents in Peter's life rather than giving an exhaustive treatment of every
reference to the apostle in the New Testament. Questions by Adrian Reynolds (a trainee
pastor in Hampshire) focus on topics arising from the chapters.

I found Bentley's chapters on the "upon this rock I will build my church" debate
(Matthew 16) and the Transfiguration (Matthew 17) very helpful. His comments are often
pithy and striking, for example: "Peter had been crowing about how dependable he was,
but that proudest of birds brought Peter to his knees." Each chapter begins with a Bible
passage to read, therefore the book would make suitable daily devotional reading. The
author, a retired pastor, uses the NIY. S.K.E.

Is God Past His Sell-by Date? John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 268. £6.95.
ISBN 0 85234 500 3.
This book has all the Blanchard hallmarks: readable and often pithy, clear reasoning from
Scripture (NIV) and quotes from a variety of writers including atheists and agnostics. An
agnostic is a person who does not know if God exists, unlike the atheist who categorically
denies God's existence.

Some of the material is dev~loped in more detail in the author's award-winning book,
Does God Believe in Atheists? The chapter on "Where was God on September 11 th?" has
already appeared in booklet form for widespread distribution. Every chapter ends with a
testimony of a Christian reared in atheism or who once belonged to a false religion.

Blanchard explains why he wrote this book (his twenty-forth): "My aim ... has been
not merely to put the case for God, but to show why it is both reasonable and vital that
you should accept it." Is it possible to prove that God exists? "Nowhere ... have I
claimed to produce proof that God exists.... Instead, I have laid out some of the evidence
that points strongly in God's direction." This is an excellent book to give :10 unbeliever
who enjoys reading and is prepared to do some serious thinking. I pray that many
non-Christians, especially atheists and agnostics, will turn to the Lord through reading
this book. S.K.E.

Editor s note: The Gospel Magazine does not approve of irreverent, if eye-catching, titles.

Let's Study Hebrews. Hywel R. Jones. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. xxii+169,
paperback. £5.95. ISBN 0 85151 814 1.

First published this year, Hebrews is another in the Lets Study series with the aim of
understanding the Bible's message and applying its teaching. The author is the Professor
of Practical Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary, California. In the
introduction he views Hebrews as "preaching via writing" (page xvii) and points to the
heart of the epistle as being "the Christ who makes Christianity different from every other
religion, Judaism included" (page 91). The book ends with nine pages of advice and
questions for group study. The contents page lists page 170 as giving books for further
reading, but this information is not printed in the copy inade available. The New American
Standard Bible is the version used for the texts used at the beginning of each chapter. A
clear, practical and useful book at an attractive price. G.F.H.H.
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Prayer Life - How Your Personality Affects the Way You Pray. Pablo Martinez.
Spring Harvest/Paternoster Lifestyle. pp. 156, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 1 850784361.

The author describes himself as "an observer of human nature and a Christian professional
in psychotherapy" (page 77) and the back cover says he works in a Christian hospital in
Barcelona and has a wide ministry as a lecturer and counsellor. There is a foreword by
John Stott. The book is intended for the evangelical community rather than for
professional psychologists and psychiatrists, and the author avoids technical detail and
gives clear definition of terms where necessary. There are full bibliographies at the end of
each chapter and texts are from the NIV

Although Martinez does not deal in rigid stereotyping, in the first part of the book
he does discuss at some length the advantages and difficulties of the thinking type, the
intuitive, the sensation and the feeling. He recommends cultivating a balanced
temperament. The second part of the book is valuable in meeting arguments often put
forward that prayer is merely auto-suggestion or that Christian prayer and Eastern
meditation are much the same thing. The author speaks boldly of the dangers and evil of
Eastern influence, pointing to the essential distinction between the Eastern with self as the
centre and the Christian as God-centred. This is an easy-to-read book that sheds light by
the application of Scripture on an area of much confusion for the non-expert, if indeed he
does not positively shy away from it, and for this many would find it useful. G.F.H.H.

A People Betrayed. The Impact ofIslamization on the Christian Community in
Pakistan. Patrick Sookhdeo. Christian Focus Publications and Isaac Publishing.
pp. 454, hardback. £14.99. ISBN 1 85792 785 O.

This is an important book, a case study in the effect of Muslim Fundamentalism on
Christians.

The author is Director of the Institute for the Study of Islam and Christianity. He holds
a PhD from the London School of Oriental and African Studies and a DD from Western
Seminary, Oregon. He is an authority on Christians in Muslim countries and this book is
a well-researched and documented development of a doctoral thesis. The many quotations
are apt. There are abundant footnotes (conveniently placed at the bottom of each page)
and a useful glossary (again conveniently with the words included in it in italics where
they appear in the text). The print is large and the format good. The text is very readable
and clear; throughout the book one feels Sookhdeo is restrained and factual as he talks
about the persecution and suffering of the Christians.

Five chapters deal with the main areas of persecution: history and social factors;
ideological developments; the idea of dhimmi (i.e non-Muslims in an Islamic society to be
protected and subdued); de facto discrimination and national legislation. A sixth chapter
and the Conclusion deal with the Pakistan church's response, the West's serious betrayal
of their fellow Christians and the future of the Christians in Pakistan.

The book makes sad reading. The indigenous Christians of all denominations helped in
the struggle to found Pakistan as a secular state although they realised that the majority,
the Muslims, would have control, but thought that their freedom would be protected by
the constitution. After all, in British India, the Muslims themselves learned what it was
like to be a minority religion.

Sookhdeo shows how Muslim fundamentalists have steadily eroded religious freedom
both for the Christians and for the Hindus. Christians are told to conform to repressive
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laws as no one is forcing them to live in Pakistan. (Where else could indigenous Christians
go?) Equality has been taken away by the concept of dhimmi and this has important
consequences in the courts and in taking high office but, worst of all, in creating an anti
Christian mind set. The terrible blasphemy and apostasy laws require offenders to be
executed and are sometimes enforced by Mullah led mobs, with police, courts and
legislators too frightened to interfere. Against all this, a divided church, suffering from
over dependence on missionaries in the past, is frightened and withdrawing from the
Muslim community. It feels out of place in Pakistan. The response of the West shows
ignorance of the situation and is motivated by self interest._

This is a thoroughly up-to-date book (with a number of references to "September 11 th")
and an important contribution to the whole subject of Christian/Muslim relations and of
persecution. Some readers who are not familiar with the Indian subcontinent may be
surprised by the way Roman Catholics are treated as fellow Christians, but this is more
political than theological. Under Muslims, Protestants and Roman Catholics suffer alike,
sometimes together.

Altogether a worthwhile study and interesting reading. G.D.M.




