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"What profit should we have, if we pray unto him?" (Job 21:15)

THIS chapter shows the spirit in which this question is asked. Job puts these words
into the mouth of ungodly men, men whose prosperity he cannot understand. He
describes how they see their children's children, how their homes are safe from
fear, how they are not chastised by God, but prosper, and "take the timbrel and
harp, and rejoice at the sound of the organ. They spend their days in wealth."

You might think they would be thankful for all this, but in fact these same
blessings make them forgetful, even defiant of God. Life in their view, works well
for them without God. "Therefore they say unto God, Depart from us; for we
desire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty that we should serve
him? And what profit should we have, if we pray unto him?"

God will not have prayer proved mathematically profitable. If we could
demonstrate to the satisfaction of science and the population of these islands
that prayer works, that every time we ask we receive, why then, outwardly at
least, we should become the most praying nation on earth. All would bow the
knee continually.

Prayer is a perplexing subject to far better men than those. Upright and
decent men are perplexed at the world around. Any expression of care seems
absent from nature. All things continue just the same. The wicked never pray and
do very well, so they ask, "What is the point of praying?".

God's own children are puzzled, but for a different reason. God is unchanging,
and as He is our Father, and is sure to do what is the very best for us, and indeed
knows all we need before we ask, what profit is there then in praying?

The Almighty. The error the godless make here, is to call God Almighty,
meaning mere force, energy, impersonal power, inexorable fate, both blind and
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uncertain. In their view the Almighty works mechanically, without any feelings,
and is One about whom they can know nothing certain. To pray to such an
arbitrary Being, who has set the world in motion but never interferes with the laws
He has established, is to them absurd. Even good, yes and even believing men,
may make this mistake to some degree.

The Lord Jesus Christ. When the Lord Jesus was asked in John 14:8, "Lord,
show us the Father", He replied, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father". God
is revealed in Christ. To say Christ Jesus is Eternal, Omnipotent, Unchangeably
the same, is to make those attributes soft, warm, strong, friendly and sympathetic.
We need to know God's nature, not merely His attributes. He loved us enough to
die for us, so our welfare is dear to Him.

What then is prayer? We use the word prayer to include adoration, confession,
thanksgiving, and intercession. But the Lord Jesus defined it much more simply
as "Ask, and ye shall receive". Our Father can give us anything. He "is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think".

This is utterly at odds with the experiences of life that confront us. What stares
us in the face is a point blank denial of God's love and care, that at times with
unutterable anguish, wrings from us the cry, "Father, take this cup away". Yet it
has to be drunk, to the dregs.

Yet there is great profit in prayer. What we see now is an insignificant little
part of life unending. We are in darkness now in order to make the brightness we
shall step into the more intense. The failure of our prayers is their success.

Just as the godless are ruined by the word Almighty, so we are comforted by
that same word. When we pray "Not what I will, but what thou wilt", or "Thy will
be done", both appeal to a perfect wisdom, power and love that we trust.

"What profit shall we have if we pray unto him?" is a question which becomes
deeper, more reverent, more satisfying to God's child every day he lives, and he
says it in tones of increasing gratitude, right up to the end. Our answer is "much,
every way".

--e--

Unfailing Promises
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"There failed not aught ofany good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the
house ofIsrael; all came to pass" (Joshua 21:45)

HERE the Bible pauses to look back and take stock over five hundred years, to
Genesis 12:7 when "the Lord appeared unto Abram and said, Unto thy seed will
I give this land". That promise was repeated, in very clear terms during the long
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lives of the patriarchs, although they never owned any of the land except what
Abraham bought as a burying place. Yet God's promise was believed implicitly
by Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and amongst the children of Israel all those four
hundred and thirty years in Egypt when slaves.

Now Joshua is eighty-five years old, and he says God has fulfilled His promise.
Has He, for the land was still only partly conquered? Yet Joshua says, "all came
to pass". Corrie Ten Boom, as she spoke of her experiences in a Nazi death camp,
held in front of her a piece of rough, formless crochet work. As she spoke, she
turned it over, and on the other side was a gold crown worked in a blue
background. Our viewpoint is not God's.

Is it right to claim a promise as ours today that was written for tribes
thousands of years ago? Should our fathers have sung,

"Every promise in the Book is mine,
Every word, and every line,
Every promise in the Book is mine"?

Yes, for God has not changed, nor have His dealings, whether with Israel then, or
with us today. The Word of God stands. True, we have a better inheritance, a more
wonderful rest, and a different warfare, but neither human nature nor the Lord
have changed.

Further, this verse underlies Hebrews 4:8: "For if Jesus [Joshua in its Greek
form] had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another
day." The promises apply, as long as we interpret them in the light of the New
Testament of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

However, the promise is not to just anyone, for "House of Israel" divides the
world into two, Israel and the Gentiles, or God's children, and unbelievers. This
is a promise to believers. Yet it is not enjoyed by all God's children equally. Only
to the extent that we live in the Spirit, are we able to say with a good conscience
and mean every syllable, "There failed not ought of any good thing which the
Lord had spoken, all came to pass."

Let us turn to the statement itself, and then to the truth of the statement.

WHAT GOD HAS PROMISED THOSE WHO TRUST IN HIM

Three blessings are ours in verses 43 and 44. First, a land: "The Lord gave unto
Israel all the land which he sware unto their fathers." Second, rest: The Lord gave
them rest round about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers." And
third, victory: "And there stood not a man of all their enemies before them: the
Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand."

The believer at times holds on to this, though all appearances are against it
being true, like the Psalmist in 77: 5, 7-9: "I have considered the days of old, the
years of ancient times . . . will the Lord cast off for ever? And will he be
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favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever? Doth his promise fail for
evermore? Hath God forgotten to be gracious?" But the hard-pressed believer
thinks, "if I say I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation
of thy children". One of our greater Reformers was accustomed to quote Romans
8:28: "And we know that all things work together for good, to them that love
God." When taken up to London to be burned, they taunted him with it. And then
he broke his leg! They said: "Where is your promise now?" He replied in his pain
that he could not say, but that it was true nevertheless. So they got to London late,
and as they approached, the bells were ringing, the people rejoicing. Queen Mary
had died in the night. The burnings were over.

We live in times of declension, of unprecedented persecution and killing of
God's children worldwide. We ourselves are under attack, and our ancient
freedoms are being taken from us. As you talk to Christians there is very much
dissatisfaction over the state of the church in Britain, and the loss of the old and
good paths, wherein we found rest for our souls. Furthermore, personally some

. Christians live in what the old preachers used to call "defeat". Yet every true child
of God says, ''There failed not aught of any good thing which the Lord had
spoken." How can this be?

Start by looking far back. As a child it was said to me, "When you look ahead,
you cannot see God's hand at work, but look back and it is plain to see". As we
look back over the last five hundred years in this land, has anything failed of all
that the Lord promised? When old Hugh Latimer was in prison, he continually
prayed, "bring it back Lord, bring it back". His servant who gave the account, said
what he meant was the Gospel. He knew with his departure and with the departure
of others, the Gospel was going out of the land, so he prayed earnestly that God
would bring the Gospel back. And as he was being burnt, his words were, "Be of
good comfort, brother Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light such a
candle by God's grace in England, as I trust shall never be put out".
Has the candle gone out? Has not God been as good as His word? Has He not
given Hugh Latimer all he asked for? Most certainly God has, for the Gospel is
still proclaimed. We have never returned to the pre-Reformation darkness. In
France, the English missionaries I worked with said to me: "Look across the
Channel and every village or town has some Gospel witness. But here, whole
areas are Gospel-less."

Then look at your own experience, your conversion to Christ. The promise
then was of abiding in Christ, perfect rest, and complete victory. Whatever he may
feel, the Christian knows, "There failed not ought of any good thing which the
Lord had spoken". Cast the mind back to childhood, and its golden early potential
- never fulfilled. Life has held many disappointments. We would not say, "I feel
bitter about what has happened to me". Rather, we say, "God will explain it all in
His good time".

All believers know at heart, by the witness of the Spirit, that God has never
failed.
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"The Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to give unto their fathers".
Yet look just a few chapters on in Judges and you will find that the tribe of Dan
could not drive the inhabitants of the land from their inheritance, and so went
looking for another. If you look in Judges chapter one, you will find that the best
of the tribes, Judah, helped by Simeon, killed ten thousand men in just one battle
after this, when fighting Adonibezek. The other tribes occupied only the hills and
not the valleys, as the Canaanites had chariots of iron, and they could not drive
them out. What is the explanation?

God's promises are conditional. Any failure is ours. Obadiah verse 17 says,
"and the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions". It is quite possible to
have possessions from God and not possess them. Our possessions are great in
Christ: heaven here and now with us, joy unlimited, unbroken communion and
rest, with absolute victory.

God chose Israel as His instrument to clear the land by their own power and
effort, only removing such obstacles as they could not. Lazarus could walk out of
the grave, but Christ ordered the huge stone on the grave to be removed by others.
What God requires of us, does not include rolling away impossible stones. God
sees to that, but afterwards He will not do our work for us. God saw to it that Israel
crossed the desert with clothes, shoes, food, water and health. That was a vital
miracle, but once they tasted "the old corn of the land", the miraculous provision
ceased that very day.

It is essential that every little chick pecks i~way out of the egg, struggling with ~I
all its feeble strength, although collapsing exhausted once out. That makes it
strong enough to survive. God required Israel to fight, and makes us exert
ourselves to the limit to inherit the promises.

God providedfurther helps for the feeble nation of ex-slaves, as he had said in
Deuteronomy 7:20: "Moreover the Lord thy God will send the hornet among
them, until they that are left, and hide themselves from thee, be destroyed." That
was the first supernatural help. The second was God's gift of Joshua, a great
general. He broke the back of enemy resistance, leaving only a mopping-up
operation to be carried out.

Israel needed time to clear out the remaining Canaanites. The tribes were
farmers, and in the old times farming armies were divided into part-timers, called
out to fight when not sowing and reaping, and a small army of full-time, paid
troops. Otherwise there would have been nothing to eat. So Israel's victorious
army went home, leaving the farmers to complete the job. This was in God's plan,
as prophesied by Moses in Deuteronomy 7:22: "The Lord thy God will put out
those nations before thee by little and little: thou mayest not consume them at
once, lest the beasts of the field increase upon thee. But the Lord thy God shall
deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction, until
they be destroyed."
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So with us too, we cannot break all sin's power in our lives in a moment. I
remember as a young man being taken aside in an all-night prayer meeting and it
being explained to me that the old man and his lusts had been crucified, and sin
killed once for all. If I would exercise faith, that very moment I would experience
perfect sanctification, and never sin again. I tried it, but soon realised it was not
true to experience. I've been fighting sin ever since.

The Israelites preferred the good life. Judah, aided by Simeon, cleared their
patch. The others loved ease, and disliked danger and fighting. They preferred
making leagues with the inhabitants of the land to throwing down their altars.
God's covenant at Sinai had demanding conditions to be obeyed. They found
leagues and intermarriage with the inhabitants of the land much easier, being at
heart idolators. "Wherefore," said God in Judges 2:3, "I also said, I will not
drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their
gods shall be a snare unto you." God is not going to mix Himself with all the
gods we cherish in our hearts. He demands that He, and He alone is worshipped
and served.

God made even this work for their good! We find later in the Judges that the
Canaanites were still occupying, and the Israelites had to put them to tribute
because they could not drive them out. God used this for their good for three
reasons:

First, to prove His people, as in Judges 2:21: "I also will not henceforth drive
out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: That
through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the Lord to
walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not. Therefore the Lord left those
nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand
of Joshua."

Second, to teach His children war. Judges 3:1 commences: "Now these are the
nations which the Lord left to prove Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had
not known all the wars of Canaan; only that the generations of the children of
Israel might know, to teach them war, at least such as before knew nothing of it."

There is a third reason. Turn back to Numbers 33, verses 55 and 56. God said:
"If ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall
come to pass that those that remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes and thorns
in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell. Moreover it shall
come to pass, that I shall do unto you, as I thought to do unto them."

Pastor Hsi was an opium addict, in an area of China where the fields lay
untended and men were in the grip of a worse devil than drink. His first nights
after conversion were recorded by the missionary in whose house he was. He
knelt by his bed, fully dressed all night, and was heard telling the Lord he would
rather die - and he felt he would do so in his agony - than go back to opium. After
several nights of agonised wrestling, the craving departed, never to return. Pastor
Hsi helped other addicts the Lord had saved, to do likewise. Indeed, by prayer the0/ Lord; showed him a simple formula which he made up and which helped many.
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They lived in caves in the hillside with him, and broke free in the same violent
way as he himself had done.

God is proving our sincerity, teaching us war, and what the service of sin really
is. God has kept His promise, it is we who have failed. Yet God is so gracious that
He has turned even that to our eternal good. Praise His Name!

--e--

For Younger Readers
C. MACKENZIE

GOOD FOUNDATIONS

THE most important part of a house is the bit that we don't see - the foundations.
A new house is being built near where we live. We watched the walls going up
and good progress was being made. Then the building work stopped. The walls
have got to be taken down. A mistake had been made in laying the foundations.
That has to be rectified or else the house would not be safe.

Jesus told a story about two men who each built a house. One man took great
care about his house and built its foundation on a rock. When the wind howled
round the house and the rain battered it, the house stood firm and strong. That man
was wise.

The other man did not take such care. He built his house on flat sandy ground.
The house would be fine in good weather but when the storm came, the rain
washed away the sandy foundations and the strong winds blew on the walls. This
foolish man's house could not stand the buffeting of the weather and it fell down
into a pile of rubble.

Jesus compared the wise builder to someone who hears the Word of God and
obeys it, so building his life on a good sound foundation. The foolish man is like
someone who hears God's Word and ignores it. This means trouble when the
storms of life come, as they surely will to each one. The foundation of obedience
to God's Word is vitally important.

The prophet Isaiah pointed to the coming Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ,
describing him as "the foundation stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a
sure foundation", Paul also describes Jesus Christ as the foundation: "Other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians
3:11). Paul exhorts the Corinthian Church to take heed how they build on this
foundation - through faithful ministry and obedience to God's Word.

Any foundation for life - like wealth or education or social position - is very
dangerous and does not last. Christ alone is the Rock of our salvation. On this safe
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Rock, Christ, God builds His Church. The foundation of God standeth sure,
having this seal, "The Lord knoweth them that are his".

What a safe place to be.

BIBLE SEARCH

1. Her foundations are , her walls are thrown down: for it is the
vengeance of the Lord (Jeremiah 50: 15).

2. Let the house be builded, the place where they sacrifices and let
the foundations be strong (Ezra 6:3).

3. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare if thou hast
____ (Job 38:4).

4. For other foundation can man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus
Christ (l Corinthians 3: 11).

5. If the foundations be , what can the righteous do? (Psalm 11 :3).

6. For he ( ) looked for a city which hath foundations whose
builder and maker is God (Hebrews 1:8-10).

7. And the wall of the city had foundations and in them the names
ofthe twelve apostles (Revelation 21:14).

8. Suddenly there was a great earthquake so that the foundations of the prison
were shaken: and all the doors were opened (Acts 16:26).

9. All these were costly stones ... even from the foundation unto the coping and
so on the toward the great court (1 Kings 7:9).

10. Consider now from this day and upward from the four and twentieth day of
the month even from the day that the foundation of the Lord's
temple was laid (Haggai 2:18).

--e--

James Hudson Tayler
G. F. H. HALL

Background and early beginnings
JAMES HUDSON TAYLOR was born in 1832 and died, aged 73, in 1905. He
worked in China, starting on the coastal belt with other missionaries and
eventually forming his own missionary society to work deep into the interior, for
which purpose he founded the China Inland Mission. In 52 years, under the hand
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of God, he went from insignificance to bring 783 men and women missionaries
into the inland provinces of this vast country.

In order to understand something of Hudson Taylor it is best to gain a few
glimpses into his background to get an idea of the influences that worked in him.

In 1776, King George III is on the throne; the American colonies are going to
declare themselves free and independent of Great Britain on 4th July. A young
stonemason named James Taylor, who lives on Staincross Ridge, is up and about
before dawn on Thursday, 1st February. There were jobs to be done: water to be
fetched from the well, wood to be chopped, wheat to be taken to the mill to be
threshed. But more important than those routine chores was the fact that it was his
wedding day.

lames Tay/or and the evidence ofa healing
Young James Taylor had not given much serious thought about the step he was
about to take. He had fallen in love with Betty Johnson from Royston across the
valley and was due to marry her in the church where he was a bell ringer and choir
member. The banns had been read and all was set for twelve noon today.

But his mind is strangely stirred this morning. Perhaps it is what had happened
to his neighbours Joseph and Elizabeth Shaw not long ago. Mrs Shaw had been
confined to her bed in great pain for months with an acute attack of rheumatism.
One day, her husband being at work and she all alone in the house, she had
"trusted the Lord", as they put it, for immediate healing.

On his return home that evening, her husband found her not only up, but
sweeping the kitchen floor as well and as happy as could be. This event had
stirred the neighbourhood. (Mrs. Shaw related her healing, confirmed by many .
witnesses, to a clergyman who included it in a book he was writing.)

His conversion - and his wife's
James Taylor was not a deeply religious man, in fact he was opposed to the revival
that had lately come to the neighbourhood. Maybe a phrase from John Wesley's
recent visit to the area came to him: "As for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord" (Joshua 24: 15). The hours slip by, but James is on his knees in the barn. He
yields and the love of Christ conquers. "We will serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:21).

It is almost noon: James runs the two miles. They are married and James
explains to his bride what had kept him. Her reply is: "Surely I have not married

i one of those Methodists?"
She was far from happy. Her heart told her that James was right, but she

hesitated over her own commitment to Christ, and she made things uncomfortable
by refusing to join in daily prayers with James. Qll~~v~ning Betty had been more _
trying and unreasonable than usual. James lifted her up and carried her upstair~;

kneeling and keeping her still beside him, he poured out his sorrow and concef.!L.
in prayer. Betty began to be troubled by a sense of sin. That night while James was
still on his knees, she entered into peace with God.
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Sickness and loss ofjob
They became members of the Staincross Methodist Society, and James began to
give public testimony of what the Lord had done for his soul. Some years after
their marriage, James had a seriOl~s accident and had to give up his work as a
stonemason. They gave up their house and moved to Barnsley where James found
lighter work in a linen warehouse owned by a local magistrate at 13s 6d a week.
The three great sins affecting the whole nation were especially rife in Barnsley:
drunkenness, licentiousness, and gambling. Some months ago I came across these
lines in a poem by William Blake (Auguries of Innocence) who lived during the
times we are dealing with: this is what he wrote:

"The Whore and Gambler, by the State
Licenc'd, build that Nation's Fate.
The Harlot's cry from Street to Street
Shall weave Old England's winding Sheet.
The Winner's Shout, the Loser's Curse,
Dance before dead England's Hearse."

A common sign in Barnsley was: "Drunk - a penny; dead-drunk - twopence;
clean straw for nothing." (The clean straw was not to suck your gin through, but
to sleep off its effects on.)

There was little to choose between established church and non-conformist
chapel at that time, except for the usual remnant that the Lord provides. Bishop
J. C. Ryle wrote of this time: "Church and chapel seemed at last agreed on one
point ... to let the devil alone and do nothing for hearts or souls."

The Taylors had two sons and three daughters to provide for on his wage of
13s 6d a week. From that wage they set aside Is 6d a week for the Lord's work.
That was a ninth of their income; they were not content to rest at giving a tenth.

Leave vengeance to the Lord
As James Taylor returned from a chapel meeting one evening, he was approached
by two apparently friendly men. While one engaged him in conversation, the
other attacked him from behind and rubbed a mixture of ground glass and mud
into his eyes. Just then his employer, the magistrate, came down the street and ran
to his assistance. The attackers fled, but the magistrate had recognized one as a
professed unbeliever and enemy of the Methodists in Barnsley. James was off
work for three months. The magistrate urged him to prosecute, but he said: "No.
The Lord is well able to deal with them. I would rather leave it in His hands."
However, the magistrate brought a prosecution himself. In the witness box the
culprit denied the charge, calling on God to strike him blind if he had had
anything to do with the assault. Shortly after, all Barnsley knew that that man
had lost his sight. For the rest of his life he had to be led by a dog through the
familiar streets.
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In this James Taylor and his wife Betty, the seed of future generations was
sown, and we can catch glimpses of how God germinated that seed until we come
to our subject Hudson Taylor.

James'son, John, and his wife become Christian leaders, too
James and Betty's eldest son, John, was among the first to be received into the
fellowship of the recently completed chapel. It was built in three years and the
land and the building cost £437 18s 31hd! A few months later John's father died
unexpectedly and John, aged 17, was able to help support the family as he had
learned the trade of reed maker. Linen-making was an important industry in
Bamsley and the slender reeds were used in the many hand looms. He worked
conscientiously, prospered and married Mary Shepherd whose father was known
as "the best-tempered man in the world and a consistent Christian". One of their
seven children was another James, who was to be the father of Hudson.

John and his wife were leaders among the young people in the chapel. A
member of the congregation, John Whitworth, an architect, started a Sunday
school, which were an innovation introduced by Robert Raikes of Gloucester
about this time. On the opening day 600 untaught children from the streets
crowded in. The chapel was already seen to be too small! Hudson Taylor's father,
three years old, was at the re-opening of the enlarged chapel in 1810.

Another James, the father ofJames Hudson Taylor
We have now moved into the nineteenth century and can try to pick out some
of the events and influences in the upbringing of Hudson Taylor's father. He
wanted to be a doctor, but the family could not afford the training so he became .
apprenticed to a friend who was a chemist in a neighbouring town. The Bible
and theology were his favourite subjects, but he was also keen on nature study
in general.

Near his home in Bamsley lived the Methodist minister and his wife with a
family of three boys and four girls and the two families often saw each other. The
eldest daughter, Amelia, was sixteen and at this point was obliged to help support
the family and so took a job as a governess to three little children of a farming
family in Leicestershire. She did not have many opportunities to visit home,
neither did James from his apprenticeship ten miles from Bamsley, but when their
visits did coincide they came to know and like each other. Most importantly, they
agreed about the deeper things of life and became engaged.

James's employer found him so conscientious and reliable that he put him in
charge of a branch in Conisborough. James found many of the surrounding villages
neglected in spiritual matters, so he started to go on Sundays to talk to people about
the wonderful love of God he had experienced in his own life. His heart was so full
that he could not keep such blessings to himself but had to share them.

When his apprenticeship ended, he returned to Bamsley and rented one of the
best shops in the town with a loan from his father. This was a big undertaking for
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a young man and a definite step of faith. The premises were large enough to make
a home in, so one of his sisters came to keep house for him.

In addition to running his business, lames also became a recognised preacher
on the Methodist circuit.

The time came when he could repay the loan from his father and he now
felt able to marry. During a seven-year engagement (Amelia was now 23) they
had both grown from lad and lass to be man and woman. They married on
5th April 1831.

lames and his wife absolutely ofone mind
Ame1ia showed her qualities as a wife: she managed their domestic affairs with
thoroughness and attention to detail, and took a cheerful part in all he did. Outside
his business lames continued to give time to the affairs of God and in this his wife
joined him. lames had a class of forty or fifty young men at the chapel and the
girls' class became Amelia's special care. Many in these groups were converted.

lames's business thrived. He was completely honest with his customers down
. to the last farthing and each measure of medicine. He paid his own debts on due

date, yet never sued for an unpaid bill himself, "nor did he think it right for
-Christians even to press for payment of an account. The townsfolk appointed him
manager of their building society.

He took the Bible very simply, believing it was the most practical of all books
if put to the test of experience, and in this his wife completely supported him.

"Sanctify unto me all the firstborn ... "
One day, Bible in hand, lames went to Ame1ia to talk over a passage that had
impressed him. It was part of Exodus 13:1, 2 and the corresponding verses in
Numbers: "And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify unto me all the
firstbom." With the birth they were looking forward to in mind, lames and Amelia
had a long talk, then they knelt together to fulfil as literally as possible an
obligation they felt laid upon them just as it was on Hebrew parents of old.

" The child born to them on 21st May 1832 was named lames Hudson Taylor,
\. thus uniting the names of both families.
•

Britain and the world in 1832
What sort of world was Hudson Taylor born into? William IV was king, the third
son of George Ill, and had come to the throne two years earlier. The start of Queen
Victoria's reign was still five years ahead. The population of the UK was some
sixteen million. (We are now, with varying guesses because of the refusal of many
to register in the 2001 census and also because of widespread illegal immigration,
said to be 58 million.)

It was the start of the first great period of reform in Britain, both of
parliamentary and social and industrial reform. One in six male adults had the
right to vote.
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Two MPs, William Wilberforce and Thomas Buxton, were about to see the
success of their and others' campaign for the abolition of slavery. Trading in
slaves by shipping them to market had been brought to an end in 1807 by Britain,
but the institution of slavery itself had remained legal.

The Industrial Revolution was in full flood: the Liverpool to Manchester line
had been opened two years earlier and the beginning of the railway age was
under way.

Thomas Telford (about whom Robert Southey, poet and essayist, coined the
pun calling him "the Colossus of roads"!), the civil engineer and designer of roads
was still alive, but in general Britain, apart from London, was mainly rural. As late
as 1842 there were still wooded valleys on the outskirts of Manchester with girls
keeping sheep a stone's throw from the factory chimneys.

But what of the world beyond Great Britain, the world that Hudson Taylor
was to be greatly involved with? On the occasions when he was obliged to return
to England through illness or because of the urgent need to make decisions
about the future of the China Inland Mission (CIM) at its headquarters, his visits
became more and more extended by lengthy speaking tours in Scotland, Norway,
Sweden, Germany, Switzerland, Canada, the USA and Australia. But that lies
many years ahead.

So come with me on a lightning tour of the world in 1832. Britain we have
already glanced at. France was still licking her wounds of fallen glory from
Napoleon's final defeat seventeen years earlier at Waterloo in 1815. She had a
restored monarchy of a sort, but could still be considered semi-revolutionary and
a threat to her neighbours. Neither Germany nor Italy had national status in the
modern sense, but between them were made up of forty-one princely states, a bit.
like Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, Monaco and Andorra today. The strongest was
the kingdom of Prussia, something of a newcomer on the world stage.

Sprawling across central Europe was the Austro-Hungarian Empire, embracing
bits of Poland and Serbia and what we used to know as Czechoslovakia. It was
pretty ramshackle. Much of this, as well as France and Spain, was the decaying
carcase of what had been grandly named the Holy Roman Empire, once
described by Voltaire as "an agglomeration which was neither holy, nor Roman,
nor an empire".

Russia was immense and her motives in the eastern Balkans, the decaying
Ottoman Empire and British India, were suspect.

The Moslem Ottoman Empire centred in Turkey had an uncertain hold on much
of the Balkans in Europe and on parts of the Near East such as Palestine and the
Israeli State and the surrounding Arab countries.

Greece had gained her independence from Turkish domination in 1821.
Spain and Portugal no longer had a major say in Europe, and over the last

fifteen years their colonial empire in South America had been in rebellion and the
different states had assumed a separate but unstable existence.
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Africa was still the dark continent. Its Mediterranean shore had a fringe of
Moslem states. There was no Suez Canal, so trade had to round the Cape, and
along its ocean coasts there were British, Dutch and Portuguese outposts.

Australia and New Zealand had been possessions of the British crown for only
sixty-two and sixty-three years respectively.

North America had a population of fifteen or sixteen million people of vigorous
British descent. You will remember that they had broken from us fifty-six years
before and now in 1832 were busily engaged in opening up their huge country.

Japan was an unknown quantity closed to the western world.
China had an emperor, but the various provinces had a very unsettled loyalty.

British and other European countries had trading posts along her eastern seaboard,
backed by gunboats. Her population was unknown, but probably stood at
something like four hundred million. The interior was untouched by the Gospel.
The Church of Rome had had a presence in China for many years and at this time
was recovering from its second period of decline and had priests at some points
in the interior. In particular, the Jesuits, who had been suppressed by pope

, Clement XIV in 1773 and re-established in 1822, had entered upon a much more
vigorous policy in China.

• To BE CONTINUED •

--e--

Colossians 3:1-4 Expounded
E. A. POWELL (North Holywood, USA)

IN this chapter the apostle exhorts the Colossians to set their hearts upon heaven,
to mortify carnal lusts and to put away all malice, earnestly presses to mutual love
and compassion, and concludes with exhortations to the relative duties of family
members one to another and servants towards their masters (Matthew Henry).

"The apostle, having described our privileges by Christ and our discharge
from the yoke of the ceremonial law [in verses 1-4] comes to press upon us
our duty.... Though we are made free from the obligation of the ceremonial law,
it does not therefore follow that we may live as we list. ...

"He begins with exhorting them to set their hearts on heaven and take them off
from this world" (Matthew Henry). If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God (verse 1).

Calvin notes that "ascension follows resurrection: hence, if we are the members
of Christ, we must ascend into heaven, because He, on being raised up from the
dead was received up into heaven (Mark 16:19), that He might draw us up with
Him. Now, we seek those things which are above, when in our minds, hearts, and
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spirits we are truly sojourners in this world, and are not bound to it."
Herman Hoeksema observes that -

159

the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the earnest [or pledge] of our own
resurrection in glory. Through the resurrection of Christ we are saved in
hope. Being raised with the risen Lord, and having within us the beginning
of the resurrection life, we are nevertheless still in the flesh. And in the
flesh we lie in the midst of death. We live, and we cannot die; yet we are
encompassed by death on every side, and die we must. And therefore we do
groan with all the groaning and suffering creation, waiting for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our body. And we groan not without hope. And
this hope is sure and well-founded. It has its source within us, in the fact
that even now we are raised unto a new life by the risen Lord. And it has
its objective ground in the fact of the resurrection of Christ: He was raised
in glory as to the body: we shall be raised in glory with Him in the last day.
And the apostle writes in Romans 8: 11: If the Spirit of him that raised up
Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. For
Christ was raised not as a mere individual, but as the head of the body, the
church. And therefore [because] He is raised as the first-fruits, the harvest
is sure to follow.

[Hence] the reborn elect have become strangers on the earth, for they have
received the principle of a heavenly life through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. In virtue of that principle they seek not the things that
are below, but that are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God..

The expression, on the right hand of God, must be "taken metaphorically,
importing that Christ has all real power and dominion put into his hands,
connoting his authority and security from his enemies, who are put under His feet
(Matthew 28:18; 1 Corinthians 15:25), [who] is crowned with majesty, glory, and
honour (Hebrews 1:3; 2:9), enjoying all blessedness in a most transcendent way
(Psalm 16:11; 110: 1; Acts 2:33,36); having the human nature filled with abilities
to execute all when He entered into glory (Isaiah 16:5; Luke 22:29-30; 24:26;
1 Corinthians 15:43; Revelation 19:6); where He resides possessed of all in safety
(Acts 3:21; Revelation 3:21)" (Matthew Poole).

It is to be further noted that "it was above whither Christ ascended by a local
motion from a certain [place] here below into a certain [place] where above; so
that whatever the Lutherans argue from Christ's glorious ascension and session,
to prove Christ's body a ubiquitary, or every where present, is inconsequent, since
it is in heaven where He wills that believers should be to behold the glory that His
Father hath given Him (John 17:24)" (Matthew Poole).

If ye then be risen with Christ . .. set your affection on things above not on
things on the earth (verse 2), "for we have been adopted as sons by the Lord with
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this one condition: that our life express Christ, the bond of our adoption.
Accordingly, unless we give and devote ourselves to righteousness, we not only
revolt from our Creator with wicked perfidy but we alsO abjure [repudiate] our
Saviour Himself. . . . Ever since both our souls and bodies were destined for
heavenly incorruption and an unfading crown (l Peter 5:4), we ought to strive
manfully to keep them pure and uncorrupted until the Day of the Lord (l
Thessalonians. 5:23; cf. Philippians 1: 10). These ... are the most auspicious
foundations upon which to establish one's life. One would look in vain for the like
of these among ... [worldly] philosophers, who, in their commendation of virtue,
never rise above the natural dignity of man" (John Calvin). Hence, we are to set
our affections upon, and live after, the revelation of God to man in Christ as He
is revealed to us in the written word, and not after the rudiments of the world and
the vain teachings and ceremonies of men.

In verses 3-4 Paul assigns three reasons for setting our affections on things
above.

"First, that we are dead. ... We are so in profession and obligation; for we are
buried with Christ . .. [and] have been planted together in the likeness of his
death (Romans 6:4-5). Every Christian is crucified unto the world, and the world
is crucified unto him (Galatians 6:14)" (Matthew Henry). Hence, "in regard of
that carnal, corrupted, sin infected life, received from our first parents by carnal
generation, the life of the old man, altogether depraved, the real members of
Christ are dead ... [as they are to] the world, by communion with Christ their
Head (see chapter 2:11-12, 20; Romans 6:2-8; 7:9; 2 Corinthians 5:14, 17;
Galatians 5:24; Psalm 22:15; Isaiah 26:19; Galatians 6:14; 2 Timothy 2:11;

. 1 Peter 4:1-2)" (Matthew Poole). Thus, "if we are dead to the earth, and have
renounced it as our [source of] happiness, it is absurd for us to set our affections
upon it, and seek it" (Matthew Henry).

"Second, our true life lies in the other world: for ye are dead, and your life is
hid with Christ in God. The new man has its livelihood thence. It is born and
nourished from above; and the perfection of its life is reserved for that state. It is
hid with Christ: not hid from us only, in point of secrecy, but hid for us, denoting
security" (Matthew Henry). "Although, therefore, Christ offers us in the gospel a
present fullness of spiritual benefits, the enjoyment thereof ever lies hidden under
the guardianship of hope, until, having put off corruptible flesh, we be
transfigured in the glory of Him who goes before us.... For, according to Paul,
godliness holds promise for the life to come as well as for the present life
(l Timothy 4:8).... And in another passage he teaches that we have the same
promises as were given to the holy men of old (2 Corinthians 7:1; cf.
2 Corinthians 6: 16-18). Finally, he considers it the height of felicity that we are
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1: 13). We enjoy Christ only as
we embrace Christ clad in His own promises. Thus it comes to pass that He indeed
dwells in our hearts (cf. Ephesians 3: 17), and yet: We are absent from the Lord:
for we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:5-7). Now these two things
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agree rather well with each other: we possess in Christ all that pertains to the
perfection of heavenly life" (John Calvin), and yetfaith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11: 1). Therefore, it is to be

!.S1Jj observed that this life that is hid IL~ chi{st ~~God is nevertheless presently
I manifested to us "because in Him lie the springs of our spiritual life, which in and

by our regeneration, renovation, and sanctification is communicated to us ... [as
is] its progress in fruitfulness till it arrive to perfection (Philippians 3: 10-14)"
(Matthew Poole).

Third, we should set our affections on things above "because at the second
coming of Christ we hope for the perfection of our happiness. . . . When Christ,
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

"Observe [that] Christ is a believer's life. I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me (Galatians 2:20). He is the principle and end of the Christian's life. He lives in
us by His Spirit, and we live to Him in all we do. For me to live is Christ
(Philippians 1:21)" (Matthew Henry).

Note that Christ shall appear again and that His coming will be personal,
physical, and visible. "This follows from the statement of the angels to the
disciples on the mount of the Ascension.... [This same Jesus which is taken up
from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven] (Acts 1:11). The person of Jesus was leaving them, and the person of
Jesus will return" (L. Berkhof).

This "second coming of Christ, though personal, physical, and visible, will yet
be very different from His first coming. He will not return in the body of His
humiliation, but in a glorified body and in royal apparel (Hebrews 9:28). The
clouds of heaven will be His chariot (Matthew 24:30), the angels His bodyguard.
(2 Thessalonians 1:7) [and] the archangels His heralds (1 Thessalonians 1:16)"
(L. Berkhof).

Then shall . .. [the saints] also appear with him in glory; "then shall these
adopted children be brought into glory with Him (Hebrews. 2: 10), out of whose
hands none shall be able to pull them (John 10:28).... However the world
[might] look upon them as despicable (John 16:2), and sometimes they are so in
their own eyes ... then they shall see Christ face to face, all tears shall be wiped
away from their eyes (Revelation 7: 17), and at the last day they shall shine as the
sun in glory (Matthew 13:43; 1 Corinthians 15:43,53; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-12)"
(Matthew Poole).

Furthermore, "Christ will return at the end of the world for the purpose of
introducing the future age, the eternal state of things, and He will do this by
inaugurating and completing two mighty events, namely, the resurrection of the
dead and the final judgment (Matthew 13:49-50; 16:27; 24:3; 25:14-46; Luke
9:26; 19:15, 26, 27; John 5:25-29; Acts 17:31; Romans 2:3-16; 1 Corinthians
4:5; 15:23; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17;
2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; 2:7-8; 2 Timothy 4:1, 8; 2 Peter 3:10-13; Jude 14-15;
Revelation 20:11- 15; 22: 12). [Note that] in the usual representation of Scripture
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. . . the end of the world, the day of the Lord, the physical resurrection of the
dead, and the final judgment coincide. That great turning point will also bring the
destruction of all the evil forces that are hostile to the Kingdom of God
(2 Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 20: 14)." Thus, "Christ will come as King of
kings and Lord of lords, triumphant over all the forces of evil, having put all His
enemies under His feet (1 Corinthians 15:25; Revelation 19: 11-16)" (L. Berkhof).

--e--

The Traditionalist Liberated
H. M. CARSON

A sermon on Acts 10:9-29 preached in Hamilton Road Baptist Church, Bangor,
Co. Down, on Sunday morning, 14th February, 1971

MAY I turn you to the passage which I read this morning from Acts, chapter 10.
We have already looked once at this chapter and on that occasion we were
considering Cornelius. We saw him as a man seeking God with all his heart, and
we found him as a vindication of the Lord's promise: "Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." But this
morning we come to the chapter for another purpose, it is to look at the apostle
Peter and to see the role which he played on this very significant occasion.
because, in fact, it was a most significant occasion. This is one of the key chapters
in the Acts of the Apostles; indeed, it is one of the important chapters in the New
Testament, in view of the great event which was about to take place and for which
God had prepared right through the Old Testament - God was about to reach out
to the Gentile world with the gospel. The gospel, up to this point, had been
preached within the context of the Jewish world. The early believers were Jews,
and they still kept very close to the synagogue and very close to the temple. To
them it was very difficult to envisage the possibility of Gentiles being brought
into the Kingdom.

So, I say, it is a most significant chapter. God is opening the door of faith to the
Gentiles, and in order to do this He has to overcome the prejudice and the
traditional attitude of the apostle Peter. But to mention this attitude is to indicate
the practical application of this chapter to our situation. It is true that the primary
reference of the chapter is to a particular situation, and we look at it in order to
understand the gradual moving forward of the purposes of God, and in this case
the great radical new step forward in the outworking of those purposes. But there
is also the practical application for ourselves. Here is a man who from an
entrenched position is compelled by the pressure of the Spirit of God to open his
mind to God's truth.
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At the time of the Reformation, the Reformers had a Latin slogan, ecclesia
reformanda, which simply meant "The church always in need of reformation".
They did not believe that they had completed the work of reformation in the church,
they realised that there were always unreformed elements creeping back and so they
maintained that the church must always be ready for reformation, always be open
to fresh understanding of the Word of God. Now here is an illustration of a man who
very reluctantly capitulated to the plain message from heaven. Peter is a standing
reminder to us that one of the great obstacles to spiritual maturity is the closed
mind, and one of the great obstacles to progress in the life of the church is also the
closed mind. Sometimes a man may claim to have a deep conviction and to stand._
for principle, when in actual fact he may simply be stubborn, It may be his own
obstinacy, it may be his refusal to open his mind to the truth of God's Word.
Sometimes it may indeed be his own pride - he imagines he has got the whole thing
buttoned up, and he knows every aspect of the gospel, there is nothing fresh for him
to understand or learn. Sometimes, like Peter, he has to be humbled and to realise
that there is always more to learn from the Word of God, and the closed mind has
got to be exchanged for a mind opened by the Spirit of God.

So we follow Peter through this passage and we start with him at prayer. In a
sense this is the key to everything that follows. Peter, we will discover, was very
obstinate. He certainly had an entrenched position and it was only the Lord who
could drive him out ofthat entrenched position. But one vitally important fact was
present - Peter was praying. As a man of prayer, he was in communion with the
Lord, and when a man is maintaining his communion with the Lord he is in a
position where. by God's grace, he may advance in his understanding. As we will
see, it took quite some levering before Peter did change direction, but the fact .
that he was walking in close fellowship with the Lord meant that he was in a
position to hear what God had to say to him; and although he was slow to receive
it, yet nonetheless his communion with the Lord predisposed him to listen and
ultimately to obey.

You may remember when the Lord Jesus was teaching He spoke in parables,
and the parables, while they had an appeal for the general public, who appreciated
the stories, yet their significance was not fully understood. One of the evangelists
in his narrative comments that Jesus explained the parables privately to His
disciples; when He got the group around Him, and when they were listening to
Him, He explained the significance of what He was teaching. And it is when the
disciple is in this intimate fellowship with the Lord that he hears the Lord's voice.
He may be slow to grasp, he may be even more reluctant to give way and obey
the word, but if with all his heart he is really seeking the Lord and walking in
close fellowship, then I believe he is moving in the right direction and the Lord
will reveal His truth. I have seen Christians, for example, who when they have
been confronted with some fresh aspect of God's truth, confronted for example
with the doctrines of grace, they react, and sometimes they react almost violently
- this is something that simply does not fit into their scheme of things. But I have
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also seen them, because they really love the Lord and are in fellowship with Him,
I have seen them gradually opening up to God's truth.

Peter was praying, but Peter was also prejudiced, and very deeply prejudiced.
He was a Jew - and the Gentiles, what about them? Well, Peter saw it as a very
difficult matter. How could he, a Jew, go to the Gentiles? You couldn't even eat
with Gentiles if you were a Jew. They were common and unclean. A Jew,
however, belonged to the covenant people. What was the source of this prejudice?
Well, it was simply the traditions which Peter had inherited. Peter, like many
another, was a thoroughgoing traditionalist, and it took a great deal to shake him
out of his traditional attitude. We think about the church of Rome. We think about
the way they make their appeal to Scripture and tradition, and we say, "Ah, but
for us it is Scripture alone" - until, if we are honest, we take a closer look at
ourselves and we discover that there are a surprising number of traditions which
we ourselves observe without necessarily finding them in the Word of God. Peter
was in this position. Tradition was a powerful factor in his thinking.

What is tradition? Well, the word simply means "what is handed on". A
tradition is something which you receive from those who have gone before; you
receive it from a former generation, you receive it from your background and your
upbringing. Now traditions may be good or they may be bad. ~ut even a good and
valuable tradition can become lifeless if it is something that we simply receive
and never think it out for ourselves. There are Christians who have their catch
cries and their slogans, but when you analyse them you find that they have never
really thought about the position they are adopting. It is simply the kind of thing
with which they have grown up, which they have inherited, and there it is. Not
only that, a tradition can become a great hindrance if a man is so governed by his
tradition that he fails to listen to the Word of God. There are many (and they are
not Romans, they are Protestants, they are Evangelicals) and their traditional
attitudes are like coloured spectacles which they put on when they are reading the
Scriptures. There is a framework there, and as soon as they look at the Scriptures
they are seeing everything in terms of a traditional pattern.

Tradition, and the prejudice that follows from tradition, can be very strong.
Certainly it was strong in the case of Peter. It meant, for one thing, that he forgot
his own Old Testament. He had been reared on the Old Testament. Had he
forgotten the many prophecies which spoke of the home coming of the Gentiles?
"The Gentiles shall come to thy light." "Look unto me and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth." "The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
God as the waters cover the sea." Had he forgotten the whole thrust of the Old
Testament? That God's purpose for the Jews was not only that they should have
blessing and enjoy it for themselves, but that they might be the means by which
the blessing of Jehovah would reach out to the far ends of the earth. But Peter was
so entrenched in his traditional attitude to the Gentiles that he couldn't even
remember what he had learnt from the Scriptures of the Old Testament. And a
man can be so traditional in his ways that there are areas of Scripture for which
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he has a blind spot, and although you open the Bible and say - "Well, look what
it says"; he says, "Yes, but we don't do it that way", or "We don't adopt that
attitude". The word is not open to him, he is forgetting it because of the strength
of his own tradition.

Had Peter forgotten the Lord Jesus Himself? Had he forgotten what the Lord
Jesus had to say about Gentiles? Had he forgotten the time when the Greeks came
wanting to see Jesus and Jesus said, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me"? Not Jews only, but Gentiles! Had he forgotten Jesus'
words in John 1O? "Other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must
bring and they shall hear my voice and there shall be one flock and one shepherd."
Indeed, had he forgotten the commendation of a Gentile by the Lord Jesus when
the Centurion's servant was healed and the Lord looked round at the Jewish crowd
and said, "I have not found such faith (as in the Roman centurion), no not in
Israel"? Had he forgotten the commission of the Lord? Why, he had stood with
the others after the Lord's resurrection, and the Lord had commissioned them to
go with this gospel - to whom were they to go? "Go," the Lord had said, "and
make disciples of all the nations. You shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." But Peter
was so strongly entrenched that he could not remember the Scripture, he could not
remember the words of the Lord.

And what is even more serious, Peter was so entrenched in his traditional
attitude that when God speaks very clearly and plainly to him here, he is still
resisting the word. He had this vision of the great sheet let down from heaven with
the beasts in it, and of course to a Jew with his background of the Book of
Leviticus there was a distinction between clean and unclean - you could eat
certain animals, others were unclean. The Gentiles did not draw this distinction
and that was why you could not have any social contact with the Gentiles. You
could not eat with a Gentile because he might eat meat that was ceremonially
unclean to you. And although the Lord does it three times, Peter keeps on
resisting, resisting the plain words of the Lord, "What God has cleansed, you are
not to call common". Peter! What you have got to realise is that the new covenant
has come. You are still living as if the Book of Leviticus, with its ceremonial laws,
is the determining factor. There is a new situation now. Christ, the Messiah, has
come and the purposes of God in the Old Testament have reached their great
climax. So God declares all foods to be clean, as Jesus had done in the days of His
earthly ministry, you are not to call them common or unclean. Not only that, Peter,
but God is declaring that the Gentiles, whom you reject because they don't draw
this distinction between clean and unclean, that these Gentiles are acceptable to
Him. Yet in spite of this plain clear word from the Lord, Peter three times resists.
How strongly we can be entrenched in our traditional attitudes even when God
makes it so plain! Peter is still resisting.

When the Pilgrim Fathers sailed for the Americas, John Robinson was their
pastor, and one of his farewell words that has come down the years to us is a word
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that I think applies very strongly to this particular issue that we are considering
this morning. He spoke about this necessity of being open to the Word of God
and open to fresh truth from the Word of God, and someone who described his
discourse spoke of it like this: "He took occasion also miserably to bewail the
state and condition of the reformed churches who had come to a full stop in
religion and would go no further than the instruments of their reformation; as for
example the Lutheran, they could not be drawn to go beyond what Luther taught,
for whatever part of God's will He had further revealed and imparted to Calvin
they would rather die than embrace it. And also the Calvinists; they stick where
he left them, a misery much to be lamented, because although they were precious
shining lights in their time, yet God had not revealed His whole will to them and
were they now living they would be ready and willing to embrace further light."
And so came John Robinson's famous statement: "I am persuaded, I am very
confident, that the Lord has more truth and light yet to break forth out of His
holy Word."

It is important to remember that Peter was a very godly man. This is not a man
in a spiritual state of decline. This is not a man in a condition of backsliding. This
is one of the leaders of the church. This is a man filled with the Spirit of God. This
is a man mightily used of God in the preaching of the gospel; through his lips the
gospel has been declared with such tremendous power that thousands have been
brought to the Saviour, and yet this very godly man is very reluctant to listen to
the Word. He needed to have his defences shattered by the Spirit of God. He
needed to have the blinkers removed from his eyes. He needed to have his
traditional attitudes broken down and his prejudices put to one side. Well, we all
need the same thing. We need this openness to fresh truths from the Word of God.

/' Now Peter is puzzled by this vision. He is perplexed in his soul. What does it
mean? We need not be surprised by that kind of puzzlement. When God is
beginning to speak to us in a new way, when He is revealing fresh truths to us
from His Word, and especially if that truth conflicts with our own established
position, we may well expect a great deal of turmoil. When you discover from
the Word of God that you have been going in the wrong direction, that something
you have cherished as being gospel truth is in actual fact nothing of the sort, that

i
it is simply a traditional attitude, and when you discover that the Word seems to
conflict with it, there is an agonising debate very often within the heart; there is a
whole state of turmoil, and indeed you can reach the condition where you feel
utterly confused. Before, you felt everything was straightforward, but now the
whole thing seems to be in a state of flux, you don't know where you are. Well,

I Peter was in this state, he was puzzled. A church fellowship can be in the same
1condition. If there is a further opening up of the Word of God, if we are not to

be like the kind of church fellowship which John Robinson castigated in the
seventeenth century, coming to a full stop in religion, going no further than our
forebears taught, well, of course we remain at a full stop. But if the Word begins
to penetrate and fresh vistas of the truth of God are opened, we may well find
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great turmoil of mind. Indeed, we may feel at times a state of confusion, we don't
know where we are, because here is something which seems to have overturned
something we have stood for so firmly. I say, if it is the truth of God, let's forget
our traditional attitude. Let us submit every tradition to the scrutiny of God's
Word, and if God's Word declares a message to us, let us be ready to listen, to
hear, to give heed.

Peter was pondering the word, he was letting his mind dwell on it. He is
wondering what this vision means, and so he thinks it over, and he thinks it over
in the presence of God. This is what we need to do. A traditionalist tends simply
to accept, and sometimes to accept blindly what is handed to him - this is what
the fathers have said, so we simply follow in their steps - these are the attitudes
we have received, well, let's just continue. But this is not the attitude of a disciple

( at alLThe disciple is a learner and he is constantly testing everything that is said
I toJli.m by the Word of God. You remember the folk in Berea; Luke commends
11h~m.. Why? It was because they were not even prepared to accept the preaching
l_QfJhe apostle Paul; they searched the Scripture daily to see whether these things
". were so. They listened to Paul, they listened to his arguments, they listened to his
presentation of the truth, they listened to his appeal to the Old Testament, but they

. w~mted to diSGQy~r tOJ themselves, t.h~y wanted t.otest what h~ wa.s saying, And
this is, I believe, the true attitude - testing, scrutinising, analysing, brin~in~

eyerythin~ to the touchstQnSl otQq<,l:,s, J[1!th..
Peter was pondering the word. He was not like some people, dismissing this out

of hand and refusing it. Certainly there is a measure of obstinacy with Peter,
admittedly three times in the vision he said, "No, I can't see it", but he did not say,
as some people are inclined to say, "I don't see it and I am not prepared to see it".
Peter did not see it and he was very slow to see it, but by God's grace he was'
prepared to see it, and this is the vital thing. He did not dismiss the thing
altogether, he did not adamantly refuse. He keeps on chewing the matter over,
keeps on thinking about it. He is not content even simply to let things work
out. Someone may say, "This truth seems to conflict with the position I have
adopted, but I will just let things stand. Life has to be lived and I must get on
with my Christian work, I won't trouble myself too much with this." ~ut thisis.-,
nota path whiGh.leads to spiritual maturity. This t~La.path th.a.t lea<isto tb~'

backwaters of spiritual stagnation. Here is a man of God whose whole position
is being shattered, whose whole traditional attitudes are being revolutionised, but
he is thinking it over, he wants to understand, he wants to press further into the
truth of God.

When you have Christians like this they are a delight to be with! When you
have a congregation like this they are a delight to preach to, because they are not
concerned simply to buttress a position or to stand for that bastion or even just
simply to accept whatthe preacher is ~aying - God deliver us from that! They
want to test everything, both their own traditional attitudes and the contemporary
prea.Gl:liIJ,g ofthelJ1inistrYof the Word, they want to test it all, h¥ God's truth Peter
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was very open, and so he was persuaded. Slowly, painfully, after a time of real
perplexity, after a time of kicking against the truth, the Word of God broke upon
him; the light of God's truth shone into his heart, the Spirit of God made the great
impact. Peter saw how wrong he had been, how foolish to cling desperately to a
traditional position that God had quite clearly said was finished with.

And when Peter is ready to receive the truth, then God has a word for him. The
time has come to act, Peter, now you are ready to go; you are to go to Cornelius.
And he goes to Cornelius, and as we will see later, he preaches with great power.
The Spirit of God falls, there are many who turn to the Lord, and the door is
opened wide to the Gentiles. But it is important to notice that Peter is not ready for
action, he is not ready for this new departure, not ready for fruitful service,.until _
he has been humbled and brought to the point of acknowledging his. prejudice...
brought to the point of having his mind opened to the Word of God. You know that
sometimes in the kitchen, when you are dealing with containers, some of them
open quite easily, but some of them don't, especially if they have not been opened
for quite some time. Sometimes a tin of food gets a bit rusted around the rim and

. you cannot get it off, and you have to go and get a screwdriver and prise the lid
off. There are many Christians like that, for their minds simply will not open. They
have been encrusted with traditional attitudes and they cannot change. Often it
takes the prising of the Spirit of God, applied with great power, to wrench open the
minds in order that the truth of God may enter. We need to pray that God would
deliver us from the kind of preconceived ideas which bound Peter so fIrmly. May
the Lord deliver us from blind prejudice. May the Lord deliver us from a merely
traditional attitude. May the Lord deliver us from being so entrenched in anyone
position that we are not ready to listen to what the Spirit has to say.

"I am very confident," if! may echo John Robinson again, "I am very confident
that the Lord has yet fresh light and truth to break forth from His holy Word." We
need to pray - "Lord, open my mind and keep it open; Lord, give me this
readiness of understanding, readiness to give heed to all that Thou hast to say to
me. Give me the humility that is ready to admit that I have not yet compassed all
the truth of God and that I am not yet complete in my understanding. Teach me
the humility which says, the truth of God is so great, so rich, and I am so weak
and finite and puny in my understanding, I have a long way to go. Teach me the
humility which is ready to say that what I thought was right I have discovered to
be inadequate and faulty." Fresh truth, so long as it is truth from the Word of God,
is a call to us to go forward - "Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth." May the
Lord give us open minds, ready hearts, and ready wills to obey His truth.

The Venerable Bede long ago translated 1 John 3:6: "Whosoever abideth in Him,
sinneth not", by '.'In so far as he abideth in Him, thus far he sinneth not."

J. S. Exell

j
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Studies in Numbers - 3
PETER KING

CHAPTERS 4 AND 5 - MANY MINISTRIES BUT ONECHURCH
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IT must have been difficult to take down and transport the tabernacle to
reassemble it in a different place. It needed organisation and precise instructions.
This chapter deals with the problem.

Maturity. The census is of all the men between 30 and 50 years old whereas in
the previous chapter the age limit was all males over one month old. Here the
tasks are allocated, not for the ignorant, but requiring strength and maturity from
those who have done the work before. The Kohathites, after Aaron and his sons
had dismantled the Tabernacle, carried the various parts assigned to them not
being allowed to touch any holy thing, just carry them as directed by Aaron. This
reminds the Christian church that new converts are not suitable to become elders
or deacons; they must learn by watching others and be tested by time! How many
"young" preachers have come to grief because they lacked experience!

Military. The whole task is like a military operation. "You shall assign to each
man by name the items he must carry" (verse 33). As confusion would follow if
the General in an army did the task of the Corporal, so in the Christian life we are
not all preachers, but have varying gifts. Ephesians 4: 11: "And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for _ work of the ministry, for the tie '
edifying of the body of Christ." , '/

Minute detail. Notice the different Levite tasks are specific, doing away with
the need for a decision at the time. So it should be in the Christian's life - we have
no reason to be uncertain of our duties and responsibilities for the Lord has given
his Word; the Scriptures contain all we need to know to live our Christian life.
So in the church both spiritually - in teaching, encouraging and discipline - or
practically in worship services, the procedure should be clear and consistent.
Worship with no order leads to confusion.

Method. The danger in assembling and reassembling was that people could
accidentally touch a "holy thing", and ifthey did they would die (verse 15). Those
engaged in Christian ministry need our prayers, for everyone is vulnerable and
many fall victim to temptation. We do not have to go to the tabernacle (later the
temple) to offer our sacrifice, for the believer is the temple of the Holy Ghost and
we offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving where we are. Nevertheless the need for
teamwork, shown by the co-ordination in this chapter, is essential to the smooth
running of any church. We should consider other people better than ourselves.

RUN AWAY FROM SIN!



,
170 The Gospel Magazine

Chapter 5 is a picture of sin, represented as uncleanness. It is always wise to put
cemeteries and waste disposal outside a community and preferable down wind!
The opening part of the chapter says just that - put them outside the camp. In our
Christian context we learn to be separate from things that defile.

Put uncleanness away (verses 1-4). Moses and Aaron are commanded to put
every leper outside the camp, that is everyone who is unclean in the sense of being
in contact with a dead body, or having some personal infection. In a New
Testament parallel this might translate into those who associate unhealthily with
unbelievers. Christians are to be in the world but not of the world, so we have to
be careful how we live. A personal infection might be some character defect that
will corrupt and draw believers away from holiness. Thet~llfhing is to run away
fmmsiIl as you would from a dangerous animal!

Pay the price (verses 5-10). No one gets away with sinning and these verses
show that unfaithfulness is not acceptable; compensation must be made. Firstly by
confession (verse 7) [l John 1:9], then by paying the fine and the surcharge (verse
7). In our society a prison sentence is accepted as the "payment to society" yet

. society is paying to keep the prisoner! People think God does not bother with sin,
but one day they will reap the reward of their wrongdoing.

Provide the sacrifice (8-10). It was not just a matter of saying we are sorry, we
must do something to prove our sincerity. The people brought a ram as a guilt
offering to the Lord [Leviticus 6:6]. The Christian must never use the throne of
grace as a confessional, unburdening a guilty conscience, then go away and do it
~1 again. We plead the great sacrifice, even our Lord Jesus Christ, for "the blooa
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7).

Purge out the sin (11-31). There is now a long and detailed account about the
sin of unfaithfulness, but in summary it shows us we must find sin and destroy it.
To allow sin to continue in our personal life, or the life of the church will have
dire results. If we are guilty then we must confess; if we are not guilty we have
nothing to fear. It is no good trying to cover up our sins as Ananias and Sapphira
did when they tried to impress by telling a lie and lost their lives [Acts 5].

Thought. God is a God of grace, but he is also a God of justice. Restoration
came to Naaman because he came in faith. The Lord condemned the Pharisees
because they set themselves as unjust judges over others.

TAKE CARE HOW YOU LIVE!

Assurance is a most delicate plant. It needs daily, hourly watching, watering,
tending, cherishing. So watch and pray the more when you have got it. As
Rutherford says, "Make much of assurance". Be always on your guard.

J. C. Ryle
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The Knot - and What is Not!
An examination of the essential differences between

Marriage and Cohabitation

P. MURCOTT, LL.B. (Douglas. Isle of Man)

1. INTRODUCTION
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THERE is a serious and unprecedented spiritual and moral crisis in the nation.
Family life, as it was once understood, is undergoing such a rapid and profound
change that, according to a recent report of the Family Policy Studies Centre,
policy makers are scarcely able to keep abreast of the developments.! There is not
only a colossal and ongoing breakdown of marriage, but its very institution is in
decline. "Love and marriage now as dated as a horse and carriage" ran the
headline in The Times on 14th June 1995, reporting that first marriages had fallen
from 340,000 in 1970 to 182,000 in 1993, the lowest figure since 1889, when the
population was just over half the present size. By 2001, the rate for first marriages
had become one third of the 1971 figure.2 On the other hand, by 1993 the number
of single women, who had never been married, and who were cohabiting, had
risen to three times the 1979 figure. The figures for children born out of wedlock
have shown a similar startling change. In the 1850s, when statistics were first
published, they were 6% of the total births. By 1964 the figure was 7.2%, rising
to 10% in 1970, and to 30% in 1990. By 2002, the figure was just under 40%.2

Meanwhile, The Daily Express ran a series of articles on the decline of the
family, reporting that the national statistics confirmed that the number of lone
parent families was increasing.3 Nor has this been a purely a British phenomenon,
as several studies show. For example, a news report in The Evangelical Times in
October 1998 revealed that "Almost half of all Australians will never marry
according to recent statistics. For those who do, wedlock is unlikely to last more
than three years".

Leaving aside statistics, there can be few people, if any, who from their own
observations can be unaware of these trends. Time was when cohabitation was
very unusual; and those engaging in such a thing would have been very coy at
admitting it.4 It is not so today. As public attitudes have mellowed, some more
readily than others, so has the law. Thus the courts would no longer take the
attitude of the Court of Appeal in 1959, which held that a woman could not claim
an interest in a home of a man, with whom she had been living, by pointing to an
agreement that they should buy it as a joint venture. It was "doomed to failure,
because such a contract would be unenforceable as founded on an immoral
consideration".5

So fundamental and far-reaching are the changes that Christians cannot ignore
them, and they ought to evaluate them, to determine their own responses -
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whether at the church, or at a personal level. Relevant issues include: how is
cohabitation to be defined, given the transient nature of such relationships? What
is the advice to be given to a cohabitant who has come into saving faith? Ought
such a person to continue with the relationship, or to abandon it?

Do the circumstances have any bearing on the matter - such as the length of
the relationship, the birth of a child, or the degree of commitment, financial or
otherwise? Ought the parties to get married? Should they repent of what they have
done? Or are the cohabitants to be regarded, at least in certain circumstances, to
all intents and purposes as married, even though marriage is the status that they
have specifically rejected? In other words, is cohabitation, as some seem to think,
to be regarded as simply marriage without rings, publicly exchanged promises
and a piece of paper?

The answer to these questions in turn depends on one's understanding of
marriage and of how it is created. Are the exchange of promises and the various
other requirements, such as registration, to be regarded, from the Christian
perspective, as ultimately mere formalities? Is the sin, if there is one, not
fornication at all, but rather of a failure to abide by the procedural rules of
the state? If so, what exactly is fornication, which is condemned throughout
Scripture?6

These are the essential questions that this paper seeks to address. In doing so,
it will examine both the current and the historical state of the law, as well as
Scripture. The former cannot sensibly be ignored, since there are an increasing
number of references to, together with some fundamental misunderstandings
about, the concept of the "common law" spouse. Moreover, whilst the majority of
material, written for Christians in particular, deals in great depth with the
breakdown of marriage, there is very little that this writer has seen that
investigates the question: what exactly is it?

These are difficult and emotive issues. Therefore, may the following spirit
guide these pages: "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual restore such an one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest
thou also be tempted."7

2. RADICALLY DIFFERENT

In order to understand more fully the reason why marriage appears to be in decline,
together with the accompanying dramatic increase in cohabitation, we need to
examine briefly the fundamental changes in society over the past few decades:·-"
There are obvious factors, such as a vast increase in divorce;8 but there are other
influences at work. Reference should be made to the devastating assault in the
mass media over the past three decades upon every known standard of decency.
Words such as "obscene" or "blasphemous" have been largely drained of all
meaning. Account must be taken of the pernicious influence of these developments
upon sex education materials from the so-called "safe sex" campaign that
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originated in the 1980s, under which banner virtually anything now seems
to go. The disastrous effect upon children in particular must be incalculable; yet
there is a remarkable complacency about it amongst many Christians. Finally,
consideration should be given to the change in people's expectations and lifestyles.
This is a highly materialistic society, which exalts self to a degree hitherto
unknown. Despite protestations to the contrary, many people actually do believe
that money brings happiness; and there are many opportunities for its pursuit. The
concepts of mutual sharing, together with a necessary degree of self-restraint and
the sacrifice of one's own wants and inclinations to the needs of another, being
essential for a happy, loving and stable marriage, are foreign to today's rights
driven society, which has been so assiduously fostered in recent years.

In view of these trends and developments, the biblical pattern of reciprocal
rights and responsibilities, as expounded by the Apostle Paul in the well-known
verses 22 to 33 of Ephesians 5, with respect to the relationship between husbands
and wives, must be regarded by many people today with downright incredulity
and derision: they just cannot comprehend it. As for the idea of submission,
contained in these verses and in Ephesians 5:21, it could not be further removed
from the canons of political correctness, which wield an increasing influence in
today's society.

The family in crisis

A telling illustration of the philosophy underpinning cohabitation was provided
by the following quotation in a Daily Mail article, entitled "The Family in Crisis":
"Why should I get married? After all, if I live with someone, I can leave when I
want, can't I?"9

Surely, without prejudice to all the statistical analyses and evaluations of the
current trends, of which many are very illuminating, those few words say
everything. Place them alongside the profound words of the marriage service in
the 1662 Prayer Book, and it will soon become clear that cohabitation is no more
a marriage than chalk is cheese.

Political correctness

However, before we take a look at the essential nature of marriage, let us consider
the phenomenon of political correctness. This is not a side issue, as some may
think, since a number of the attitudes that it seeks to promote (especially amongst
the young) are as anti-Christian as they could be; yet it is making significant
advances. Most people have heard of political correctness, but what is it? From a
Christian perspective, it may be described as the counterfeit of Christian holiness.
It is a generic term that takes beneath its umbrella a number of disparate ideas and
causes that have arisen over the past couple of decades. It employs a number of
subtle strategies, which Christians would do well to recognise and to evaluate. lO

Consider the causes it espouses. They range from the obviously worthwhile, to
ongoing petty assaults against the Christian faith,11 right down to those that are
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simply godless. Even where a cause is commendable, it is often pursued in a
questionable manner. Take the elimination of racialism, which is a highly
desirable objective. Some of the ways in which this has been approached have
been totally absurd, doing harm rather than good - such as forbidding requests for
black or white coffee, and other comparable prohibitions! An example of the
unacceptable face of political correctness may be seen in its corrupting influence
upon sex education. It clearly abhors the promotion of marriage: that is why the
expression "partners" has been actively encouraged. Any attempt to promote
sexual abstinence before marriage and fidelity within it has been strongly resisted,
on the grounds that this would represent an unjustifiable imposition of a
moralistic view on others. Some have meekly acquiesced in this, leaving the field
wide open for political correctness to reign supreme.

A new lexicon
Political correctness has devised a new lexicon to accommodate and to obscure
the immorality that it commends and promotes. Thus to engage in pre-marital

. sexual intercourse is known as "choices". "Responsibility" means the use of
contraception, about which there is a vast amount of information of every
conceivable and inconceivable kind. 12 Any reference to "spouses" is frowned
upon as being discriminatory: the favoured expression is "partners", which is
all-inclusive. As for "morality", it still exists, but its meaning has changed. It is
established by posing and answering these somewhat vague and imprecise
questions of a relationship: "Is it stable?" "Is it committed?" However, one must
not ask, in an objective sense: "Is it right?"

New offences
There are various politically correct offences. A common one is "judgmentalism".
It is a misconstruction of the much-misquoted Scripture: "Judge not that ye be not
judged".13 Its politically correct meaning is that one should not distinguish right
from wrong in those areas where such concepts are considered untenable. This
usually, though not always, applies to sexual issues. Moreover, where a person is
accused of acting ')udgmentally" to same sex relationships, the charge becomes
more serious: "homophobia". Notwithstanding its original meaning, which
denoted a rare psychiatric disorder, this now means virtually anything from
bullying or physical assaults (which any right-minded person would condemn)
to supporting the retention of the famous "Section 28",14 or even the faithful
preaching of the Gospel. Thus throughout the debate on whether the law should
continue to prohibit the intentional promotion by local authorities of
homosexuality, the opponents of such a law have frequently and irrelevantly
raised the unrelated questions of bullying, or other forms of abuse. The
implication is that to support "Section 28" is tantamount to encouraging all
manner of threatening and unlawful behaviour. So skilfully has this been done
that it has created some division amongst Christians.
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In 2000, there were reports of a new criminal offence being considered for
introduction in Scotland of an incitement to hatred on the grounds of sexuality. IS

More recently, in England the Crown Prosecution Service - together with the
police - is reported to be taking a strong line against "homophobic" and
"transphobic" incidents. The high degree of ambiguity has already been noted;
therefore, bearing in mind that definitions are particularly important within the
criminal justice system, it is a matter for concern that one of the criteria for an
investigation has a strongly subjective element to it: "Any incident perceived to
be homophobic or transphobic by the victim or by any other person." The Crown
Prosecution Press Office conceded, in answer to a specific enquiry, that if anyone,
homosexual or otherwise, complained about a Christian booklet or tract
describing homosexual relations as sinful, the police would be duty bound to
investigate it. 16

This is the hostile terrain where Christians are called to work, to witness and to
"endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ".17 There is no room for
complacency. 18

Notes
I. See The Times (27th March 2000): "Fewer Tie the Knot as One-Parent Families Increase."

2. The Times, 28th June 2002, quoting from the Office for National Statistics, 2001.

3. Daily Express, 20th June 1995.

4. In former days, cohabitation would have been referred to as "living in sin". It appears that the fIrst reported
instance of this expression being used is in the annual report of the Bath City Mission in 1838: "Front attic, two
aged people living in sin". (See: The Times, Monday, 5th June 1995, quoting from the 1986 Supplement to the
Oxford Dictionary.)

5. Diwell v Farnes (1959) 2 All ER 379 at 384 and 388, discussed on page 4 of Bromley's Family Law, 7th
Edition by T. M. Bromley and N. V. Lowe, published by Butterworths (1987).

6. For further discussion on this point, see note 53 (to follow).

7. Galatians 6: 1.

8. The statistics for divorce are: 1901- 477; 1931- 3,800; 1961- 27,000; and 1991-165,000 (Daily Mail, 20th
October 1995: "Can Anything Save the Family?").

9. The article, which was one of a series on the family, appeared on Thursday, 19th October 1995. Written by
Graham Turner, it included a number of quotations, throwing considerable light on the current attitudes to
cohabitation and marriage. One interviewee, for example, on admitting that she was not very good at
relationships, added: "But anyway, we live in a throwaway society and so, if you feel something isn't doing you
any good, why not throw it away? That's the attitude ofa lot of women." Nor, one suspects, is this view confIned
to women. The opportunities for evangelism are obvious.

10. For example, multi-faith religious education in schools is particularly favoured, as is the modem tendency
to refer to "faith leaders", "faith communities" and to "faith schools". Sadly such political correct-speak is to be
found in some Christian journals, too. How far removed this all is from "I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ" (Romans I: 16).

11. Instances proliferate to such an extent that no one should be surprised at anything. The London Borough of
Tower Hamlets, Wolverhampton, York, Wakefield and Liverpool, are reported to have banned the serving of hot
cross buns in their schools. Some textbooks have replaced the abbreviations RC. and A.D. with "B.C.E."
(Before Common Era) and "C.E." (Common Era) (British Church Newspaper, 21st March 2003), whilst at
Christmas, 2002, it was reported that Red Cross staff had been told to remove from their shops anything that
related to the Christian aspect of Christmas (Daily Mail, 21st December 2002).

12. The late Malcolm Muggeridge thirty years ago identifIed)'t6 the dangers, which have now become
commonplace. Commenting upon a television programme, where contraceptives were being handed out to
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pupils in a secondary school, he observed: "There was no suggestion in anything (the teacher) said that the
sexual experiences the contraceptive was designed to facilitate had any connection with marriage, procreation
or love. They were just for excitement or pleasure, and the contraceptive would enable this to be experienced
without any anxieties about untoward consequences like a pregnancy or other entanglements. It is difficult to
imagine a more wicked proposition that could be put to an adolescent mind.... " Pornography: The Longford
Report, page 229, published by Coronet Books, 1972.

13. Matthew 7:1. Another misconstrued portion of Scripture is the account of the Lord Jesus and the woman
accused of adultery, with the words "go, and sin no more" invariably omitted, together with any explanation of
the context (Matthew 8:1-11).

14. Surely one of the best known sections of any statute in history. Its most contentious aspect is the prohibition
against promoting homosexuality as a pretended family relationship. (See Local Government Act 1988.)

15. A news report in The Times (26th April 2000) suggested that such an offence could prohibit posters such as
those used in the pro-Section 28 campaign by Brian Souter.

16. British Church Newspaper, 17th January 2003.

17.2 Timothy 2:3.

18. Indeed, Oliver Letwin MP is reported to have asked at a public meeting: "I wonder if, in ten years time, it
will still be legal to proclaim Jesus Christ as the only way to heaven.... ?" Others have raised similar concerns.
(British Church Newspaper, 18th April 2003.)
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Book Reviews
Romans 14:1-17 - Liberty and Conscience. D. M. Lloyd-Jones. The Banner of Truth
Trust. pp. 271, hardback. £16.50. ISBN 085151 8494.

This fourteenth volume in the series is also the last. Lloyd-Jones thought it fitting that this be the
case since he did not feel ready yet to preach on "joy in the Holy Ghost", the last clause in his final
text. Neither author nor series need commendation for those who know anything about either
already. This reviewer was particularly blessed by the eighth sermon on verse 9, concerning the
attitude of those in Christ to death. With characteristic power and plainness, Lloyd-Jones shows how
sin had to be dealt with in Christ's death, who for a time was under death being born under the law.
But in his death, and in his rising again, death has been defeated. He speaks also of the comfort
believers should have when facing death, for we are delivered from the fear of it through Jesus
Christ. Such fear for believers is a temptation of the devil, but from which all would be delivered
by a right understanding of Christ's death. "Work it out! Work out the meaning of our Lord's death
and resurrection; see what it has done, what it has accomplished."

Truth for Life (A devotional commentary on the Epistle of James). John Blanchard. Evangelical
Press. pp. 404, paperback. £9.95. ISBN 0 85234 225 X.

John Blanchard has established himself as a well-known and best-selling Christian author - "nearly
fifteen million copies of his publications are in print in some forty languages" (back-cover blurb).
Truth for Life is one of his earlier books, first published, from a previous edition, by Evangelical
Press in 1986, with a Forward by Sir Fred Catherwood. Do not be misled by the word "devotional",
this is not a lightweight commentary; every word is carefully explained and pointedly applied to the
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reader from the text of the New International Version. The style is always readable, though the
alliteration of headings, sub-headings and even sub-sub headings may cause irritation but its
usefulness outweighs this annoyance! Blanchard often expresses profound truth or a vital
application by a striking comment or an apt quotation; for example, "Is there not a danger of reading
into the Bible instead of reading the Bible? Anything that hinders direct access of the untouched
Word of God to our open hearts is both disobedient and dangerous. In A. W. Tozer's memorable
phrase 'We must never edit God'''. Buy this book and patiently read its forty-one chapters and you
will be spiritually enriched, especially if you are "a doer of the word" (James 1:22), taking God's
Truth into your daily life. S.K.E.

System of Bible Doctrine. John Thornbury. Evangelical Press. pp. 208, paperback. £8.95.
ISBN 0 85234 526 7.

John Thornbury, an American Calvinistic Baptist pastor and author of several books, aims "to give
in a short, concise and simple way, the main doctrines of the Christian faith". Why read a book
explaining doctrine? Because of false teaching and because some are "so desperate to be relevant
that they are captive to the latest cultural gimmicks. As a result we are seeing a terrible bankruptcy
in the church". The author, using the New King James, fulfils his aim, and in eight chapters
deals with God and creation, the Bible, man, the gospel, grace, the Christian life, the church and
the future.

On God and creation, Thornbury argues for the six days of creation as twenty-four hour periods
after briefly looking at alternative explanations. Explaining God's grace he teaches that salvation is
not by law-keeping but through Christ alone; nevertheless, "the believer is still under the moral law
as a rule of life". Dealing with church leadership, Thornbury maintains that apostles and prophets
were temporary until the completion of the Bible; now local churches are led by elders and deacons.
What about Christ's return? "The view on the millennium advocated in this book is known as
premillennialism, meaning that Jesus will come before the millennium or the thousand-year reign".
This is a useful book and should be widely read. S.K.E.

The Bible Explorer: God's Truth from Genesis to Revelation. Carine MacKenzie.
Christian Focus. pp. 168, hardback. £11.99. ISBN 1 85792533 5.

Any child who absorbs the contents of this book will have:

• An excellent overview of the Bible - a knowledge of the main themes of each book;

• Some acquaintance with Bible background; e.g., division into Old and New Testaments, original
languages, Bible history, the Temple, animals, buildings, musical instruments in the Bible;

• A knowledge of the way of salvation.

The numerous illustrations by Jeff Anderson are a delight, many in a Dorling Kindersley style.
There are also photographs of biblical sites, plants, animals and other items of interest. Maps are
clear and uncluttered with just the right amount of detail for children.

The book's outstanding feature, however, is its format. Each page is laid out like a computer
screen with icons lahelled prayer, salvation, prophecy, animals and emotion, making it possible to
"log-on" to further information on other pages. Each page has a Bible story simply told, a "think
spot" which applies the story, a memory verse and a fact file which explains points in the story; e.g.,
what an altar is.

I did wonder if there is a computer version for children. Obviously it would lend itself well to this
and reach a wider juvenile audience which it certainly deserves to do.

There is an introduction telling the reader how to use the book, a detailed contents page and a
general index (this is too sketchy and needs more entries - a common fault in children's books), a
character index and a memory verse index.
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The Bible version used is the NIY. Suitable for children of Junior and Middle School age, it will
be most suitable for the kind of child who likes to find things out for him or herself but the stories
may also be read to quite young children. Highly recommended.

Winning the Day. Gwynn Williams. Bryntirion Press. pp.78, paperback. £4.50. ISBN 1 85049
1879.

It seems as if the church is just plodding along a derelict sideline and the ungodly world is in control
of everything. Nothing dramatic is happening and it never will as young people are not interested in
dreary church life while some dream of revival and others follow charismatic methods. Thankfully
this is not the attitude of Gwynn Williams because it is not the attitude of the Bible. Our world is
much like it was in the terrible days when the early church advanced dramatically.

The Rev. G. Williams, of the Welsh Evangelical Church, Cardiff, in these four conference
addresses, powerfully persuades us that Christians win the day. In the biblical Gospel are the best
arguments to explain these confusing times and challenge our world. We can and should out-preach
the world with a love the world does not know. This is done through the self-sacrificial lives of
"reasonable service" and by suffering persecution. This was the way of the early church and this is
the way ahead. The NIV is generally used, though sometimes the Authorised Version is included.

The persuasive flowing style of the preaching makes the book worth reading aloud so we can
• grasp the enthusiasm and challenge. Mr. Williams expresses the powerful biblical insights of deep

thinkers like Francis Schaeffer and Jonathan Edwards in language that a child could understand. As
the late Alan Tovey wrote in the forward, "You must read this book".

Common Grace and the Call of the Gospel. G. M. Ella. Go Publications. pp. 100,
paperback. £5.59 + £1.50 p&p. ISBN 0 95270 748 9.

In this book Dr. Ella examines the free offer of the Gospel, and whether the grace of God is
"common" to all men or only "saving" toward His elect.

When considering modern Calvinistic authors and writers, Dr. Ella says that there has been an
abandonment of the Calvinistic position that God loves and saves only His elect. He traces the rise
in the belief in common grace and the free offer of the Gospel to an incorrect understanding of the
nature of the fall of man and his total depravity.

On occasions the language is "over the top"; e.g., on page 33 Dr. Ella accuses the Banner of Truth
Trust as having laid "the cuckoo's egg of doctrinal downgrading in the reformed nest". He goes on
to say that egg is "hatched in the warmth of hell". Dr. Ella also comments on the affluent life style
of a well-known evangelical leader. This adds nothing to the case he is trying to establish.

On page 30 both John Rylands (Snr. and Jnr.) are stated as having ministered at Nottingham
whereas they actually ministered at Northampton.

The subject considered deserves more than a little booklet. Dr. Ella might have produced a fuller
work with all quotations cited with their sources rather than the sources being given for some of the
quotations. He himself recommends this when commenting upon Richard Alderson's No Holiness,
No Heaven.

Notwithstanding the above criticisms, this book is worth reading as it does
deviations from true Calvinism that are being presented in Reformed circles today.

The Lord our Shepherd. J. Douglas MacMillan. Bryntirion Press. pp. 125, paperback. £4.95.
ISBN 1 85049 1984.

This second edition is an enlarged one of the first in 1983, having a personal testimony by the late
author, a former minister of the Free Church of Scotland and professor at the Free Church College,
Edinburgh. His testimony gives a good picture of the man to carry in the mind and gives force to
the words of the Foreword to the first edition how, "Christian doctrine must be translated into
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Christian experience, else it is arid and barren". Douglas MacMillan was a shepherd of sheep for
twelve years before becoming a pastor of people, and his experience is shown in the many vivid
illustrations comparing the individual nature and behaviour of sheep to individual Christians in his
exposition of Psalm 23.

The book is the substance of four addresses on Psalm 23 given at the Evangelical Movement of
Wales in 1979. The author gives great importance to understanding the context of the psalm, and the
first two chapters do this in some detail, linking it to the themes contained in Psalms 22 and 24. The
second half of the book preaches pointedly all the well-known expressions of Psalm 23, using,
thankfully, the A.Y. The author said himself that he had been preaching for eighteen years before
going anywhere near Psalm 23 in a pulpit, so don't let your familiarity with the psalm or with other
books written on it deter you from buying this book. Its Christian experience, its learning and
illustrations - some warming, some amusing, but all graphic - make it thoroughly worthwhile for
oneself or as a gift.

A Glorious High Throne. Edgar Andrews. Evangelical Press. pp. 540, paperback. £12.95.
ISBN 0 85234 547 X.

Another excellent volume in the Welwyn Commentary Series, dealing with Hebrews, a difficult
book in a simple and spiritual manner. The commentary is divided into five parts; Christ is all (1:1
to 3:6); Unbelief and the throne of grace (3:7 to 6:20); The new covenant in Christ (7: 1 to 10:39);
Faith and its fruits (11: I to 12:29) and the law fulfilled by love (13: 1-25). Each of the 58 chapters,
with references from the NKJ, are at a very readable length, with pithy subjects for preaching and
further study. The first section dealing with Christ has 9 headings including Christ the Saviour and
Christ the faithful Son, whereas the second part suggest matters which relate to the Christian's daily
life;- the need to progress and the danger of apostasy. Under the new covenant (part 3) the glorious
doctrines of priesthood, redemption, sacrifice and holiness are explained with methodical ease.
Faith and its fruits speak of waiting for a city and enduring chastening, while looking forward to
receiving a kingdom. The last section emphasises sanctification by Christ and being loved by the
Shepherd. The whole book brings the reader nearer the Lord encouraging closer union with the
Saviour amidst the difficulties of the earthly "race". Preachers, students and committed Christians
will all benefit from reading this well presented exposition, where the Old Testament points to a
more excellent covenant with better promises and an eternal homeland.

Letters on Revival. Ebenezer Porter. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 136, paperback. £4.50.
ISBN 0 85151 855 9.

These letters are an eyewitness account of the revival that swept through New England between
1798 and 1808. The seven letters deal with different aspects of the revival in an unusual combination
of testimony and practical difficulties. The emphasis on preaching is paramount with the warning
that "fanatical excitement" brings disorder in the Church. Letter two deals with the means of
conversion and the various meetings held during this period. Doctrine was high on the agenda with
Bihle study seen as essential for growth in the Christian life. Hindrances to revival included neglect
of discipline. controversy and clashing of rival sects. The personal testimony of some converts
shows how seriously they took their faith with only a few apostates among the hundreds brought to
faith. "God is so glorious that I wish others might praise him forever, even if I should perish," said
one believer. The fifth letter hrings out the humility of the ministers and the faithful walk of the
Christians, particularly Sahhath ohservance and harmony among themselves. God's sovereignty is
clearly seen and accepted alongside the obligation of a local ministry and the last chapter reviews
the subject of divine influence in the conversion of sinners. This is a book for today as much as
when it was written to teach churches to remain Bible based and not launch out in to "new ideas"
to convert unbelievers.
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Come and Welcome to Jesus Christ. John Bunyan. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 230,
paperback. £4.50. ISBN 0 85151 8532.

The writings of John Bunyan always show his deep theological understanding and this exposition
of John 6:37 is no exception. The beautiful welcome in the verse is clearly, and in places at great
depth, expounded to the readers who may have doubts about the invitation to them personally. The
book is divided into chapters in this edition, with some of the old language made easier to read. The
eight chapters cover the context of the verse; the nature of the gift and the Giver, followed by an
in-depth explanation of what it is to come to Christ. This is enhanced further by the fact that Christ
receives sinners and will not "cast them out". The drawing of the Father, that essential part of
salvation assures the fearful sinner of the welcome that awaits those who come in faith. The last
chapter applies the doctrine, warns those who do not come about· their destiny and encourages those
who do, with the promise that they come to a "full Christ" and many other blessings which follow
on from obedience This is a book for the Christian to read and enjoy, and for the unbeliever to
consider seriously.

The God ofall Comfort. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp. 288, paperback. £8.95. ISBN
o85234 549 6.

The book has two main aims, to serve as a Bible study guide to chapters 40-66 of the book of Isaiah
• and to offer a pastoral and devotional comment on selected verses to bring comfort to those finding

life perplexing. It is divided into 27 short chapters, each with further suggestions for study or action,
using the NKJ version. , "

The author has a refreshingly direct style, showing the past and present application of the texts,
and what is still to be fulfilled. Quotations from other authors are precise and relevant. Whether you
find yourself troubled or despondent just now or not, this latest book from this USA pastor should
prove very purposeful. With a pastor's concern for the spiritual health of his readers, he expounds
the Scriptures to encourage facing present problems head-on, seeing what God has to say about
them and getting on with the answer. An extremely helpful book.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we regretfully
are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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