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"And he (our blessed Lord) began to teach them, that the Son ofman must
suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chiefpriests, and

scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he spake that saying
openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him" (Mark 8:32)

Correcting the Lord Jesus
Our Lord uttered a most unpopular truth, plainly, or "openly", as Wycliffe
translated it. There was no ambiguity, nothing of secrecy or mystery. It was quite
explicit. The Gospel Magazine was raised up to bear witness in the same way to
an upsetting truth.

Peter's notions of God and the Messiah were affronted, so he began "to chide
him" as Tyndale puts it. A violent death of Messiah at the hands of the leaders of
His people, ran thoroughly counter to Peter's ideas of the success that he felt
ought to crown the Lord Jesus' life. So he burst out, "Such a thing must not be! It
is too hard! You will dishearten us all!"

In each age and land, some truth in the Bible runs especially counter to what is
felt should be the truth about salvation. When you realize Pelagius was from
Britain, and taught that man could save himself by Christ's death as and when he·
pleased, you can see that the natural heresy of Britain is freewill. Many, even

.Christians, believe that the doctrines of grace are opposed to what, in their view,
the Gospel should be. This world has many Peters who are wiser than Christ. Let
us then speak: plainly.

Thank you
The response to the appeal in the last issue for past volumes of the Gospel
Magazine was encouraging, and we thank each who sent, in the Lord, for your
kindness. The list of unlocated volumes is now down from twenty-six, to sixteen;
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i.e. 1772, 1783-1795, 1809 and 1933, as a result of prayer. Has any reader in their
possession any ofthe monthly issues for the year 1933? We could get them bound,
and so make up the 1933 volume.

The object remains to put the whole of the Gospel Magazine, from inception,
on to our website. That is the best method, God willing, of setting the Gospel of
God's Grace, of the Reformers and their spiritual descendants, before this and
future generations, wherever English is spoken, until the Lord comes.

But God . .. John Foxe and his work
We sent a copy of this 54 page paperback by our Chairman, Mr. D. C. Relf, to each
reader last year, and as there were requests for a reprint, orders can now be placed
with Mr. Peter King, our very efficient Secretary, whose address is on the inside
back cover of the Gospel Magazine, or with myself. They are free, though a small
donation may be made, if able. Two editing errors have kindly been pointed out
by a reader, for which the editor apologises. Both are on page 52. In paragraph 3,
"the Psalmist" should read "Jeremiah", and comes from 15:16, and the footnote
has "ed" added to "publish".

This scholar, who had such influence over the history of the English-speaking
world for centuries, is now almost unknown. Take virtually any book about our
Reformers, and John.Foxe's Book ofMartyrs underlies the account.

---e---

• OUR BIRTHRIGHT •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Thus Esau despised his birthright" (Genesis 25:34)

I WAS speaking to a converted Sikh and, when I asked about his family, with a
winsome smile he said to me, "The young people do not think at all like us". He
was speaking of a Christian son and his family. An ever faster rejection of the
position of the parents is happening. It is not just amongst Christians, for a group
of elders of a Jewish synagogue told me the reason they had to sell their
synagogue was that the young people no longer attended. It is worldwide, and it
is no use pretending it's new, nor that it is altogether wrong. Young people do not
have to be clones of their parents. They have a right when adult to make their own
choices in life, and each generation rejects certain things their parents held dear.
Without that, no one born into a non-Christian home could convert to Christ, and
the less attractive features of each generation would perpetuate. However, when
it involves the giving up, not just taboos, but solid biblical truth, even Christ
Himself, then it is wrong.

What is' our birthright, can we lose it, and is it recoverable?
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What is our Birthright? Our birthright is the truth about God, received from
our parents
Ephesians 3:14-15 calls God, "the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named". God created and put the first family
on earth, and the family is His, not ours. All government - tribal, local and
national- simply reflects the family. So a nation is, in a sense, a family. Sin came
into our world and poisoned the family. So God chose a seed, one family out of
all the families on earth, as His. God chose Abraham's seed.

Esau was born around the time Abraham died, being his eldest grandson". His
father and mother, Isaac and Rebecca, were godly and lived very differently to the
Canaanites around, for God, and were obedient to His commands. They were not
perfect, but they showed Esau by example and by the deep seriousness of their
lives, a better way than all the other families around. If he thought at all, a thing
shallow Esau was not good at, he could see it actually worked.

The promise of God was that if he lived for God, as his parents and grand
parents had taught him, God would bless him with untold blessings. True, he
would inherit all the flocks and herds and gold and silver, but what were they
against God's promises? And the best was, he would inherit the truths about God,
preserved through Abraham. He would have the true accounts of what happened
since the dawn of creation. Whilst other families on earth gradually lost the
knowledge of God, and strange half-remembered stories and many odd little gods,
mixed with foolish legends darkened their minds, he would"inherit the truth about
God, and God's records.

He alone of all the families on earth would pass on to his children what really
happened at the Fall in Eden, what really caused God to wipe out humanity in a
cataclysm and to preserve Noah. Anyone who reads the ancient Flood accounts of
the Babylonians and the rest, will read many impossible absurdities. The Bible
alone has an account that has stood up to exhaustive scientific examination.

Our birthright is not comparable to anything else earth affords
Today from Christian parents we inherit an understanding of God no one else on
earth has. They taught us who God is, how He can only be reached when sin is
dealt with and put under the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son. We learn
to pray at our mother's knee, and to learn verses from the Bible, even whole
Psalms and chapters, as my grandmother taught me. Above all, we learned in a
childish way to love and obey and confide in Jesus.

From them we learned how to interpret history and events, so we understand
more of what is going on than all the politicians. We understand what is wrong
with the world, and what the answers are. We alone understand the cause of man's
troubles is not living by God's commandments. The ever-worsening crime,
cruelty, lust, hatred, strife, and greed-inspired exploitation of earth's resources
around us today, result in God's righteous anger with men.
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Our parents taught us the deadly seriousness of sin, how to keep clear of it and
to live lives pleasing to God. They Showed us the secret of contentment, of self
control, of true success in life. They taught us to have a set purpose, to make every
minute count toward that goal, to live in the light ofthe Second Coming of Christ,
and for the world to come. They gave us balanced, sane and true values.

Whatever the child inherits of houses, money and chattels, does not even begin
to compare with the value of that spiritual birthright. Yet, who knows if it will
grow up to keep the ways of the Lord, or not?

Can we lose that birthright? - the responsibility first rests with parents
Abraham saw clearly that if his son, Isaac, took some attractive Canaanite Baal
worshipping woman as wife, spiritual disaster would result, so he took great pains
and spent much treasure, getting a wife from the chosen line, Rebecca. Many
Christians go wrong here. Heathen, unbelieving, or unconverted spouses are not
the way to retain the Gospel in a family.

Isaac gives the impression of a man who was rather too easy-going, for though
he knew the promise was to his seed, we are not told it worried him that he had been
married twenty years and no child born. At that point, he asked a child, and God
immediately gra,nted his request, for he was a prophet. He should have been praying
about his future children from the first. Parents need to ask God for the child, and
who he or she will marry, at least as soon as they know a child is on the way.

Parents must heed God's Word
Rebecca was naturally overjoyed, for it appears she knew she was expecting
twins. God gave her what she desired, but with trouble. That is always God's way.
She did not just have pre-natal trouble, but the Bible says the children really
fought each other in her womb. The word is "smashed" and it is used of breaking
the skull in Judges 9:53. It got so bad, that she got to near-despair, and asked,
"why am I thus?". So she went to enquire of the Lord. The word usually means,
went to a prophet. She was told that two peoples and nations were fighting inside
her, and one nation would be stronger than the other people, and that the elder
would serve the younger as a slave. True enough, twins were born.

From the subsequent story, it is plain that Isaac, especially, did not take enough
notice of what God had said. God said that He was reversing the usual rights of
the firstborn, and giving that privilege to the younger. The rights of the firstborn
were deeply embedded in ancient culture, so it was a notable statement. This
not taking God's Word seriously enough happens in many a Christian home, and
is one cause of failing to keep the birthright in the family. What parents
unconsciously do, counts more than all they say.

All parents must face it that God is choosing among their children
Malachi 1:2-3 says, "Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord, yet I loved
Jacob. And I hated Esau". In Romans 9:10-13 the Apostle explains, "But when
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Rebecca had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; (For the children being
not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) It was
said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I
loved, but Esau have I hated." It could not be starker. What a responsibil~ty it
places on us to seek God's face for our yet unborn children, to beg and plead for
their lives before God as long as we live. God's election is no bar to prayer, no
reason to sit back or despair. All depends on His will.

God does not have to justify Himself to us
However, most graciously, He lets us into some facts that are pointers to God's
dealings. The problem is that the one God chose was the unpleasant one, and the
one He rejected was the attractive one.

The responsibility of keeping it rests with us ourselves
Esau was born true to his name, "Red", all hairy and reddish, and grew up into an
outdoor man, strong and active, manly and straightforward, the one readers of this
story take to. He was a cunning hunter, a man of the fields. His venison stews
endeared him to his father, who favoured him. Our fathers had a saying that
hunting makes a cruel man. It certainly did not make Esau dwell on the kindness
of God. There came an incident one evening when he came back from hunting to
the family tent, saying, "I am at the point to die", a matter belied by his wordiness,
and smelling the red meat stew his brother Jacob was making, begged some. So
he was called Edom, "red".

His brother Jacob was born holding on to his heel, which Esau himself later
takes as meaning "Supplanter", in chapter 27:36, a deceitful schemer. He is
naturally the unpopular one with readers. Rebecca, however, saw a little deeper,
and preferred the character of Jacob, which is food for thought, for mothers know
their own sons. The prophet Hosea in 12:3 says, "he took his brother by the heel
in the womb; and by his strength he had power with God". He associates Jacob's
supplanting with acceptance with God.

Jacob answers Esau's request in simple, brusque terms, clearly something he
had thought a lot about, "Sell me this day thy birthright". Both men are acting in
character when Esau replies, "Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit
shall this birthright do me?". Nonsense man! You put a low value on your greatest
treasure. It is more than material, it involves God. It was something the ancients
valued very much indeed. Jacob seizes his opportunity, clearly long awaited. If
Esau is to have stew, he must first, here and now, sell his birthright for it. And
when Esau agrees, he answers in few words, "Swear to me this day", at once, in
a way you can never go back on..

By character Jacob was a "plain" man, dwelling in tents. This is usually taken to
mean he was a "mother's boy", preferring the "smooth" home life to the rougher
pursuits. In fact it means much more. The word is also used of Job, and is there
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translated a "perfect" man. But the Bible says one more thing of Jacob, in Hebrews
11 :9, speaking of Abraham: "By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of
the same promise." He was content to live as a pilgrim, to wait for God.

Can a lost birthright be recovered?
The Bible is perfectly clear about Esau in Hebrews 12:17: "For ye know that
afterwards, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he
found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears." Each
family on earth started with the true knowledge of God. Those who did not
treasure it above their chief possession, had it removed by God, although their
own foolishness was the direct cause. And once gone from the family, it was gone
back into God's hands. And history shows His Holy Spirit goes to Christless
nations and gross sinners who have lived that way for centuries. They accept the
precious gift, and value it. God gives where it is valued.

Like riches, grace makes itself wings and flies away. Look at France, equally
favoured with us at the Reformation. They murdered and drove out their
Huguenots, God's children, even killed a third of their priests in a godless
revolution and, as a result, their house has been left to them desolate. The
knowledge of God, the desire for the Bible and God in Christ, has never returned.
Spain wiped out its Reformers, and has never again experienced spiritual
prosperity. So did Poland, and other European nations. Let us fear! For we have
sins reaching up as high as heaven, and show every sign of undervaluing our
spiritual heritage. Christians have lost their zeal, their habits of daily Bible
reading, prayer and attendance at God's worship, and much of their separation
from the world.

What then should we do to retain this priceless possession? The Bible is quite
clear, to recognize the depths of corruption in our families. Hebrews 12: 16: "Lest
there be any fornicator, or profane person as Esau, who for one morsel of meat
sold his birthright." I tremble when I see entering a Christian life or a family such
"innocent" amusements as the theatre, the wine bottle, the skimpy and untidy
dress, the loss of Sabbath observance and family discipline. I watch when prayer
goes down, when strange doctrines are no longer refused with indignation, when
all churches are alike, when to keep one's word and to owe no man anything, are
slackly observed.

There are other things, not wrong in themselves - relaxation, fitness, holidays
and keeping up appearances - which are pointers. Once these are overvalued, I
know the birthright is departing. It may not be in that generation, but it is almost
always in the next.

Ask God that all your children may be His
Esau despised his birthright, and it resulted in his marrying heathen women, to the
grief of his parents, and becoming the father of Edom, "Red", living in Mount
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Seir, a word connected with hairy. We last meet him with four hundred warriors,
a powerful chief. To the outward eye, he was the blessed one of the two brothers:
But not to God. It was Jacob who inherited the blessing, whose family tree
included the Lord Jesus, and whose are all the faithful on earth.

The quarrel between two brothers perpetuated and hardened, so later Edom
refused Moses' plea to let the Hebrews cross their land or even to buy water.
Obadiah says they took delight in the fall of Jerusalem, and caught the Israelites
who had escaped their enemies and delivered them up. So Obadiah prophesies
that Edom, dwelling in the crags, will be wiped out. This happened first when the
Romans attacked and took Petra. But it was the Jews under the Maccabees who
finally finished Edom off.

Conclusion
We inherit the Lord Jesus as our birthright if born of Christian parents, but Christ
is a fragile possession, only staying as long as we do not despise Him. Once gone,
who knows if He will ever return? Do not be an Esau, for that way is finally
destruction. Be a Jacob, however unattractive looking, however faulty in
character. Be a plain man, a pilgrim on earth, one who rates Christ as most
precious, and the inheritance will remain for as long as we go on this way.

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

JEHOVAH TSIDKENU - THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

JEREMIAH spoke the Word of the Lord in the land of Judah for many years and
in difficult circumstances. The people of Judah were sinning terribly. God sent
prophets but nobody would listen to their warnings. .

God sent Jeremiah who accepted his difficult assignment and spoke out God's
Word faithfully. He feared God and trusted in Him. He had to speak God's Word
although it was hard and unpopular. He predicted that Judah would be taken
captive. God would deal with them.

But God also sent a message of hope to Israel and Judah. He would raise up a
"righteous Branch", a king who would reign and prosper and execute justice and
judgement in the earth. Israel and Judah would be restored. The Messiah or
Saviour would come. His name would be Jehovah Tsidkenu - the Lord our
Righteousness.

This promise was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose name means
Saviour, for "he shall save his people from their sins".

David the psalmist said that the Lord "leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake" - that glorious name, Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our
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Righteousness. We cannot rely on our own works or background or knowledge.
"All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6). Our only hope of being
right with God is by standing upon His merits, clothed in the robe of Christ's
righteousness.

There was a great Scottish minister, Robert Murray McCheyne, who wrote a
beautiful poem about Jehovah Tsidkenu. Before he was converted, Jehovah
Tsidkenu meant nothing to him. He traces the work of grace in his life and
Jehovah Tsidkenu becomes all things to him. He goes so far as to say that
whatever happens, Jehovah Tsidkenu will be his song even to death.

This beautiful name for the Lord, Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our
Righteousness, is our hope too in all circumstances of life right to the end.

BIBLE SEARCH

Look up the verses. Find the missing word. The initial letters of your answers will
spell out a word from the story.

1. Mercy and are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed
each other (Psalm 85:10).

2. We do not present our before thee for our righteousnesses, but for
thy great mercies (Daniel 9: 18).

3. Abraham believed God and it was unto him for righteousness:
and he was called the Friend of God. (James 2:23).

4. And the heavens shall his righteousness: for God is judge himself
(Psalm 50:6).

5. But seek ye first the of God and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33).

6. Lead me 0 Lord in thy righteousness because of mine : make thy
way straight before my face (Psalm 5:8).

7. He leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his own sake (Psalm
23:3).

8. If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all (l John 1:9).

Whatever we have over-loved, idolized, and leaned upon, God has from time to
- time broken it, and made us to see the vanity of it, so that we find the readiest
course to be rid of our comforts is to set our hearts inordinately upon them.

John Have!
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(Reprinted from the Gospel Magazine of July, 1952)

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

w. DODGSON SYKES (former Editor. 1951-1964)

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted

of God" (2 Corinthians 1:4)

CASTING ALL YOUR CARE UPON HIM

"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you" (1 Peter 5:7)

THE First Epistle of Peter has recently been described as "The Epistle of
Christian Courage". The Christians in Asia Minor, to whom the Apostle wrote,
were undergoing trial, and needed God-given courage for all that they had to
endure. For a season they were "in heaviness through manifold temptations
(trials)" (1 Peter 1:6). They were directed to "gird up the loins of their mind"
(1: 13). If they suffered for righteousness' , sake, they were not to be afraid of their
terror, neither were they to be troubled; but they were to "sanctify the Lord God
in their hearts" (3:14-15). As Christ had suffered for us in the flesh, they were to
"arm themselves with the same mind" (4: 1). If a "fiery trial," was about to try
them, they were not to think it strange, but were to rejoice, inasmuch as they were
"partakers of Christ's sujferings" (4:12-13). Those that suffered were to "commit
the keeping of their souls unto God in well-doing as unto a faithful Creator"
(4:19). The Apostle concluded: "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon him;
for he carethfor you" (5:6-7).

About fifty or so years later the Christians of Bithynia came under great
affliction. The Roman governor, Pliny, wrote to the Roman Emperor, Trajan, that
he had been uncertain how he should deal with the Christians whom he had found.
He gave his procedure:

"Meantime this is the course I have taken with those who were accused
before me as Christians. I asked at their own lips whether they were
Christians, and if they confessed, I asked them a second and third time with
threats of punishment. If they kept to it, 1 ordered them for execution; for
I held no question that whatever it was that they admitted, in any case
obstinacy and unbending perversity deserve to be punished." (Pliny. Epp.
x. 96,97).

It was, indeed, a fiery trial.
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1. THE CHRISTIAN HAS HIS CARES

It was to Christians of Asia Minor that, on the return half of their first missionary
tour, Paul and Barnabas exhorted the disciples to continue in the faith, adding that
"we must through much tribulation [R.v., through many tribulations] enter into
the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). The true Christian must be prepared to meet
hard pressings, troubles, afflictions, distresses, straits. As St. Paul wrote later,
when recounting to the young Timothy the "persecutions, afflictions" which came
to him at Antioch, at !conium, at Lystra (where he was stoned), "Yea, and all that
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Timothy 3: 12).

In the passage before us (l Peter 5:7), the reference is to anxious care,
distracting anxiety, anxiety which disturbs and divides the mind. From this the
Christian is not exempt. Indeed some Christians have a bent towards anxiety more
than other Christians.

Christians have anxieties or cares of many kinds. They have temporal anxieties
- their work, business, daily bread, calling in life. There are often domestic trials,
worries, troubles, anxieties. There are deep spiritual anxieties - sore inward
temptations, rising corruptions, felt depression under "the plague of their own
heart", harassing doubts.

Some know these more than others; but the child of God cannot escape them.

"Did I meet no trials here,
No correction by the way,
Might I not, with reason, fear
I should prove a castaway?
Others may escape the rod,
Sunk in earthly, vain delight;
But the true-born child of God
Must not, would not, if he might."

(William Cowper, 1779)

2. THESE CARES ARE TO BE CAST UPON THE LORD

The direction given to the child of God is that he is to cast all his care, all his
anxiety, upon the Lord. Indeed, this is the design under God's mighty hand.

"These inward trials I employ
From self and pride to set thee free.
And break thy schemes of earthly joy,
That thou may'st find thy all in Me."

(John Newton, 1774)

The Apostle's direction follows the experiences of the Psalmist. In Psalm 37:5
the Psalmist, oppressed by the problem of the pain and suffering of the godly,
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wrote: "Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to
pass." As the R.v. margin puts it: "Roll thy way upon the Lord"; or, as a French
translation has it: "Unload it upon the Lord."

In another Psalm, where the writer was oppressed right and left, he said: "Cast
thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee" (Psalm 55:22). Cast thy
burden, portion (R.v. margin), thy lot, that which He hath given thee to bear - cast
it all upon Him.

We are, therefore, warranted in saying that there is not a burden, not a care, not
an anxiety, not a sorrow, not a trouble which the Lord's people are not to take at
once to the Lord - and to leave it with Him.

3. THE LORD IS CONCERNED FOR HIS PEOPLE

The second word - "He careth" - is quite a different expression from the first
word for care. It means, literally, "It matters to Him concerning you - He is
concerned for you".

For His people He has, indeed, a special concern. They are the apple of His eye,
His. special treasure, His jewels, the people of His pasture and the sheep of His
hand. His love was set upon them from everlasting. They were the subjects of His
eternal counsel. Chosen of the Father before time began, redeemed with the
precious blood of His own Son, called and quickened by His Holy Spirit, they
shall never perish. None is able to pluck them out of His hand. "So that we may
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me"
(Hebrews 13:6).

Hence we are divinely enabled to say with William Cowper:

"'Tis my happiness below
Not to live without the Cross;
But the Saviour's power to know
Sanctifying every loss.
Trials must and will befall;
But with humble faith to see
Love inscribed upon them all 
This is happiness to me."

And again:

"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer:
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low and keep me there."

We conclude with John Newton's lines:

"Be still, my heart! These anxious cares
To thee are burdens thorns, and snares;
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They cast dishonour on the Lord,
And contradict His gracious Word.

Brought safely by His hand thus far,
Why wilt thou now give place to fear?
How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a Guide?

When first before His mercy-seat
Thou didst to Him thine all commit,
He gave thee warrant, from that hour,
To trust His wisdom, love, and power.

Did ever trouble yet befall,
And He refuse to hear thy call?
And has He not His promise passed,
That thou shalt overcome at last?

He who has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise

. New Ebenezers to His praise.

Though rough and thorny be the road,
It leads thee home, apace, to God:
Then count thy present trials small,
For heaven will make amends for all!"

(John Newton, 1779)

---e---

• DAMARIS •
Dr. Lydia M. Houghton, 1898-1993

MAURICE HANDFORD

OLDER readers must have often wondered as to the identity of the writer, for so
many years, of the Young People's page in the Gospel Magazine.

During her lifetime this was a closely guarded secret. The writer was Dr. Lydia
Houghton, daughter of the Reverend Thomas Houghton, who was editor of the
Magazine from 1916-1951.

She owed much to the godly home in which she was reared, being one of a
family of eight children. Dr. Lydia was born in 1898 when her father was curate
of Holy Trinity Church, Derby, but shortly afterwards becoming incumbent of



The Gospel Magazine 157

Kensington Episcopal Chapel in Bath. It was there she passed her childhood and
formative years. Her mother was an ideal helpmeet to her father in the work of the
ministry. Beside this she was a wonderful manager of the home, making the best
of limited means.

Lydia was educated at Bath High School and went on to Bristol University to
read for a medical degree. During this course as a student, she attended St. Mary
le-Port Church in Bristol, where the rector was the Rev. A. J. Day, who was
previously at the Circus Church in Portsmouth. On his retirement, the Rev. W.
Dodgson Sykes was appointed, in addition to being Principal of the B.C.M.S
College in Clifton. Mr. Sykes later became editor of the Gospel Magazine
(1951-1964).

During the German blitz in Bristol, St. Mary-Ie-Port and many other churches
were destroyed. The congregation continued to meet in various halls until, in the
providence of God, St. John-on-the-Wall was given to them.

After qualifying as a doctor, MB and BS, she became assistant to Dr. D. A.
Alexander who, for many years, was church warden at St. Mary-Ie-Port. She
lived on the spot in his working-class practice in East Bristol and, after some years,
became partner and, after his death, took over the practice until she retired. Dr.
Lydia had always been interested in and, to some degree, involved in the Gospel
Magazine. She once wrote to the present writer: "As far back as I can remember,
my father was writing for the Gospel Magazine (long before he edited it). Every
month the galley proofs arrived and frequently one of the children, myself included,
was called to read either the original article or the proof to my father, he being most
particular as to the accuracy of anything that appeared in the Magazine."

After her mother's death in 1934, her father asked her to take over the Young
People's page, previously the responsibility of Mrs. Houghton. Lydia wrote: "I
did this with much trepidation. Looking back I wonder how I managed to produce
an article every month, for I was constantly on duty in the very busy practice....
My frequent visits to secondhand bookshops were my great resources, supplying
me with old evangelical books and magazines, out of which I retold stories for the
Gospel Magazine, always vouched for as completely true." In spite of her very
busy professional life, but with the Lord's help, she continued this labour of
love for over 30 years, seeking no publicity and content with the nom de plume
Damaris (see Acts 17:34).

In the course of her searches, Dr. Houghton found and retold many interesting
stories, sometimes drawing on incidents from her youth and occasionally making
use of current events in the news. Her stories reflect a great variety of subjects and
styles in presentation.

Dr. Lydia's writings served to introduce young people to some of the great
personalities of the past who, perhaps, otherwise would have passed unnoticed.
Few today know anything of the outstanding ministry of John Berridge, vicar of
Everton, Bedfordshire. Damaris wrote interestingly of his open-air preaching in
an article "Bread cast upon the waters".
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In the story, HA Best Seller", she tells about Legh Richmond and his ministry
and how William Wilberforce's book, A Practical View ofChristianity, brought an
unconverted curate to saving faith. Richmond wrote, "to this book I owe through
God's mercy the first sacred impressions which I ever received ... of the vital
character of personal religion, the corruption of the human heart and the way of
salvation by Jesus Christ". Legh Richmond in turn was to write The Dairyman's
Daughter, which was translated into 19 languages and has been a blessing to
untold people.

A few years ago some of Damaris' articles were republished in book form. She
wrote in the Foreword to The Book on the Window Sill: "The stories from this
book are a very mixed collection. The one thing they have in common is that they
are all true. Some are about well known people ... a few are anecdotes of my own
childhood. The rest are gleaned here and there from old volumes found in
secondhand bookshops. Each story attempts to show some parts of the ways of
our mighty God, whether in redeeming or in providential mercies."

Dr. Lydia was a very gracious lady who loved the old paths and sought to adorn
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things (Titus 2: 10). With her death in 1993,
at the age of 94 years, a long family link with the Gospel Magazine was broken.
In her writings she being dead yet speaks.

---e---

• ANDREW'S PRAYER •

"DAMARIS"

[The above is the title of a book, obtainable from the Christian Bookshop,
21 Queen Street, Ossett, West Yorkshire WF5 8AS. Priced at £3.75 plus postage,
with a reduction for Sunday Schools, this is the third book published of several
interesting and true stories by "Damaris ", alias Dr. Lydia Houghton, who
authored "The Young People's Page" in the Gospel Magazinefor over 30 years.
It is hoped to include two further extracts from the book in following issues of the
Magazine. - Ed.]

ANDREW BURN was a subaltern in the Royal Marines, and a keen Christian.
Whether his conversion took place before he entered the Service, or afterwards, I
cannot say. But at some time in his young life the Lord had called Andrew by His
grace, showing him that he was a helpless sinner, and leading him to believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, who died to save His people from their sins. Andrew
himself, writing of the year 1870 or thereabouts, described the change by saying
that, "the Lord had been pleased to give him clear views of divine truth." It is
hardly the way a lieutenant would speak of his conversion nowadays, but of
course all writing was more formal in those days; and it is really quite a good
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description of the great change that takes place when believers are brought out of
darkness into light.

Christians are often lonely, because their daily work cuts them off from
fellowship with other believers. This was Andrew's experience. To live in a man
of-war as a Christian was often difficult and painful. If he "let his light shine", he
was often teased and persecuted and sneered at; if he remained a secret disciple,
he felt a deadness creeping over his spiritual state. For some time, therefore,
Andrew made it a habit, each time he embarked afresh, to pray earnestly that he
might find a fellow-believer on board, someone who would be a help to him
spiritually. "Two are better than one"; and it is wonderful how much two fellow
believers can do to strengthen each other's hands in the Lord.

But of late Andrew had rather neglected this prayer. Perhaps he had been too
comfortable, and had become satisfied with his present state instead of pressing
forward to the prize. Orders came that he and two other officers were to embark,
one in each of the three guard~ships stationed in the Medway. Two of these were
close to the docks, with easy access to Chatham at every leisure time. The third,
the Resolution, was moored half-way down the river towards Sheerness. Here
there was hardly ever a chance to reach land at all, certainly not as a regular thing.
It was natural therefore that each of the three boys should be anxious to be sent to
the Chatham ships; and they each went to the Commanding Officer with very
good reasons why they would prefer not to be sent to the Resolution. Seeing that
his decision was sure to displease one of the lads, the Commanding Officer told
them to attend parade next morning, to draw lots for the ships.

This decision stirred Andrew to prayer. His chief reason for wanting to be able
to come ashore was that it was the only way by which he could regularly attend a
place of worship. He pleaded this most fervently before God. Surely (he thought)
this was a prayer according to His will. He felt confident that God would certainly
grant his request. The lot was at His disposal; surely He would work on behalf of
His servant.

The morning came. The ceremony was performed. Andrew had drawn the
Resolution! He was terribly upset, far more than the occasion warranted. But he
had prayed so earnestly, and his motive was only for his spiritual good. He could
not understand it. In his own words: "Had I drawn my death warrant, I hardly
think it would have affected me more. My prayer was evidently now rejected; and
the enemy of souls, taking advantage of the agitated state of my depraved heart,
easily made me draw the conclusion, that either I was no Christian, or else that
God paid no attention to those who pretended to be such.... "

Material wealth will deliver a man from starvation, from nakedness or from
homelessness, but it cannot deliver from the wrath of God or purchase a home
in heaven. Anonymous
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• SHELTERING IN THE ROCK •
A GLIMPSE AT TOPLADY AND HIS MOST FAMOUS HYMN

J. E. NORTH (Totton, Hants.)

PART 2 - THE ORIGIN OF TOPLADY'S HYMN, "ROCK OF AGES"

COME with me in your imagination to the Mendip hills in Somerset. The year is
round about 1763 - Toplady was incumbent at Blagdon for two years between
June 1762 and June 1764. Top1ady is taking a walk in the Mendips, a storm is
brewing so he quickens his pace. The clouds gather and the rain begins to fall. It
is quite a storm. Toplady hurries along - he is now at the foot of Burrington
Coombe, but the rain is falling too heavily for him to carry on his journey. There
at the foot of the coombe on the left-hand side he espies a cleft in the cliff face
and here he shelters from the storm. The story goes that he sees a playing card (the
six of diamonds), he picks it up and his active mind scribbles the first verse of the
hymn that we have come to know and love as the "Rock of Ages". Three of
Toplady's biographers (Thomas Wright, George Lawton and George Ella) all
agree that the story i~ probably a fable. However, it is based on the possibility,
indeed the probability, that he did shelter from a storm in the cleft of a rock at the
foot of Burrington Coombe whilst he was walking in the Mendips, and that his
active mind meditated upon the subject of the cleft of the rock. The cleft in the
rock can still be seen as can a plaque which was placed there in the 1950s. .

Whilst the story goes that Toplady composed the hymn whilst he was sheltering
from a storm in Burrington Coombe, it is highly likely that the hymn does date
from the period that Toplady was incumbent at Blagdon. There are a couple of
Toplady's sermons that he preached at this time which make reference to the Rock
of Ages. The following quotation comes from his farewell sermon at Blagdon:

IfGod were to justify and save only those who are pure and upright, heaven
would be empty of inhabitants. I say not this to encourage sin; but to
encourage those who are grieved for their sins; who fly to the blood of the
Cross for pardon, and whose prayer is that they may henceforward be
renewed in the spirit of their mind and bring forth acceptable fruit unto
God. Let not such be afraid to meet Him: let not such say, "How shall I
stand when He appears?" For such have a Foundation to stand upon, a
Foundation that cannot fail, even Jesus, the Mediator and Surety of the
covenant, Christ, the ROCK OF AGES. He died for such, their sins which
lay like an unsurmountable impediment, or stood like a vast partition wall,
and blocked up the passage to eternal life; I say He took the sins of His
penitent people out of the way, nailing them to His Cross.

Here is another quotation from Toplady from the same period:
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Let even those rugged regions of ignorance and barbarism resound with the
high praises of God and of His Christ ... chiefly may they sing who inhabit
Christ, the spiritual ROCK OF AGES. He is a rock in three ways: as a
foundation to support; a shelter to screen; and a fortress to protect. ... We
are apt to build houses of self-righteousness for ourselves; the Lord send
you a bill of ejectment and compel you to the Rock.

And again:

The finest sight in the world is a stately ship, lying at anchor, by moonlight
in the mouth of the harbour, in a smooth sea, and under the serene sky,
waiting for high water to carry it into the haven. Such is the dying Christian
at anchor, safely reposed on Christ, the ROCK OF AGES.

But the phrase "Rock of Ages" was one that was familiar to Christian
believers of the 18th century and, as George Lawton says, "The expression 'Rock
of Ages' was idiomatic in evangelical religion, and not specific hymnological
utterance.... "

A similar phrase was used by Charles Wesley in one of his Hymns on the Lord's
Supper, which had been published in 1745. It is inconceivable that Toplady was
ignorant of this book and that book itself contains a preface extracted from Daniel
Brevint's The Christian Sacrament . .. to which we will refer shortly. (Daniel
Brevint was a Caroline divine.) Charles Wesley wrote:

"Rock of Israel, cleft for me,
For us, for all mankind,
See, thy feeblest followers see,
Who call thy death to mind:
Sion is the weary land;
Us beneath thy shade receive,
Grant us in the cleft to stand,
And by thy dying live."

Daniel Brevint wrote:

o Rock of Israel, Rock of Salvation, Rock struck and cleft for me, let those
two streams of blood, and water, which once gushed out of thy side, bring
down pardon and holiness into my soul; and let me thirst after them now,
as if I stood upon the mountain whence sprung this water and near the cleft
of that rock, the wounds of my Lord, whence gushed out this sacred blood.
All the distance of time and countries between Adam and me doth not keep
his sin and punishment from reaching me, any more than if I had been born
in his house. Adam from above, let thy blood reach as far, and come as
freely to save, and sanctify me, as the blood of my first father did, both to
destroy and defile me.
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Toplady's hymn first appeared as four lines in an article by Toplady entitled
"Life a Journey", which was published in the Gospel Magazine for September
1775 as:

"Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee!
Foul, I to the fountain fly:
Wash me, Saviour, or I die."

The whole hymn, as we know it today, was published in the March 1776 issue
of the Gospel Magazine at the end of another article. That article was called
"Questions and Answers, Relative to the National Debt" by someone with the
initials "J.P." (probably J. Fisher of Whitechapel). Toplady then followed this with
"Spiritual Improvement of the foregoing: by another hand", concluding with
"A living and dying prayer for the holiest believer in the world" - "Rock of Ages
Cleft for me.... "

One final comment before we consider the hymn. The hymn that we ~ing is
largely the same as Toplady composed it. Julian tells us that the text was often
altered (probably by editors of hymnbooks to fit their own doctrinal emphases).
However, the hymn as we sing it today is by and large the same as written by
Toplady. The only variations that have survived have been to alter the word
"cleft" to "shelter". This appears in just a couple of hymn-books. And they alter
"eyestrings break" to "eye-lids close". Both of these alterations appear in the
final verse.

• To BE CONCLUDED •

---.---

• ARTHUR W. PINK (1886-1952) •
WYLIE W. FULTON (USA)

IN the Providence of God, this date (l5th July) is always marked by myself. This
year is the 54th anniversary of the death of that champion of truth, Arthur
Walkington Pink.

During his lifetime, little known and little appreciated, opposed by the popular
religionists, the inimitable Mr. Pink kept his wife busy typing numerous articles
and Bible studies. These were published in a magazine called Studies in the
Scriptures, which had a circulation of something less than 1,000. But the readers
of this magazine were served the very vital truths of the Word which they could
not get in a local church - they read faithful Puritan-like expositions of many
books of the Bible, including John, 1 John, Hebrews and Exodus (Pink's
commentary on Genesis was published before he started the magazine). Those
fortunate enough to take in Pink's periodical were also instructed through studies
in the life and character of Bible men such as Elijah, Elisha, Joshua, Paul,
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Abraham and others. These readers were taught important and experimental Bible
truths such as: God's Election, Particular Redemption, Effectual Calling,
Justification, Saving Faith, Sanctification, Biblical Inspiration, the Trinity and the
Lordship of Christ. Most of these were in extensive series throughout months and
years of the magazine.

Mr. Pink also - through the support of his publisher, 1. C. Herendeen of Bible
Truth Depot in Pennsylvania - wrote and published many shorter articles in tract
and booklet form. Some of the most used-of-God titles are: Is Christ Your Lord?,
Saving Faith, Anxiety, Godhood of God, Election, God of Jacob, Prodigal Son,
Repentance, Regeneration, "It is Finished", Holy Spirits Work in Salvation,
Experimental Salvation, Christian in Romans 7, Fourfold Salvation, Satan and
His Gospel, The Law and the Saint, The Christian Sabbath, Eternal Punishment,
The Atonement, Present-Day Evangelism, and Attributes of God.

You are doubtless familiar with his major larger books: The Sovereignty ofGod,
The Satisfaction of Christ (Atonement), The Holy Spirit, Comfort For Christians,
Doctrine ofSanctification, Divine Inspiration of the Bible, Gleanings in Genesis,
Gleanings in Exodus, Gleanings in Joshua, Exposition ofHebrews, Exposition of
Gospel of John, Sermon on the Mount, The Life of Elijah, Gleanings in Elisha,
Studies in Saving Faith, Mans Total Depravity, and many others. (Some have
been re-titled and edited, which thing we strongly oppose; others have been
combined and published under new titles.)

Mr. Pink wanted to be a public preacher and did pastor several churches, each
of short duration. He felt the frustration of a man who knows the burden to preach
but is not given a regular congregation among whom to labour. Pink once stated
that his public, oral ministry was mostly a "failure", while "the blessing of God
has been,.and is, upon my written ministry". And so God secluded him from daily
mixing with church members in order to drive His servant to the closet and to the
Book of God and to his writing table. And the results have been overwhelming
in the discovery of his good writings in my lifetime. I can only bow and thank
my God that ever I stumbled upon a book of Pink's in a religious book store in
Shelby, North Carolina, in 1956. Upon writing to the publisher, Mr. Herendeen,
I was blessed to receive most of the booklet and tract titles listed above. How
these words searched my heart! As a teenager, these writings further convicted me
of my need of the Saviour, drove me to the Word of God and to prayer - and,
under God, were greatly useful in my conversion and establishment in the faith of
God's elect.

Both lain Murray and Richard Belcher have written acceptable biographies of
Pink. You should read them, for they are readily available.

My heart was overwhelmed years ago when I stood at the Spartanburg, South
Carolina, train station (less than 30 miles from where I live), for it was here that
Mr. Pink and Mr. Herendeen first met while Pink pastored Northside Baptist
Church in that city. As Pink was beginning to write more, and since Herendeen
was a tract publisher who held the same Calvinistic views, they formed a team to
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spread the truth in an evil day when there were almost no available reprints of the
Puritans and very little knowledge of the distinctive truths of the Reformation.

Then in 2005 it was my privilege to travel through the western part of Kentucky
and stop over at the little village of Mortons Gap, where Pink had preached for a
time. My soul was uplifted in gratitude for this dear man of God, as my wife
snapped my picture in front of the old church building!

I rejoice today in God's faithfulness to raise up a man who honestly took his
readers to the Oracles of God, a man who upheld both the Law and the Gospel,
and preached the salvation that we have in the Bible. Pink would never bypass the
need for conviction and repentance; he was not an "easy believe" evangelist, nor
did he "offer Jesus" to the world at large. Pink guarded the truth of God, as
faithfully, I believe, as any man in my knowledge. I praise God for the life and
ministry of Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952).

Remember him today, not to exalt a man but to own the power of the grace of
God in a life. I truly believe that A. W. Pink could say, as Paul, "But by the grace
of God I am what I am; and his grace which was bestowed on me was not in vain"
(1 Corinthians 15:10). Amen!

---e---

• STUDIES IN NUMBERS

PETER KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 18:8-32 and 19 -
THE WORKER DESERVES HIS WAGES

13 •

THE Levites, you may remember, had no inheritance in Israel. They were spread
throughout the people and sustained by the people (18:20). These verses detail the
way the Levites and priests would be looked after and the lesson we learn today
is the church should be upheld by the church members. Fund-raising events are
not biblical, for all who love our Lord should give their "tithe" in His service.

All offerings brought support to the priests and Levites. The various offerings
laid down in the ceremonial law came from different sources. The essentials for
life, grain harvests, olive oil, animals, fruit, so that the priesthood shared the food
of the ordinary people. There was no special treatment for Levites, for they lived
among the congregation. There is a lesson here for church leaders who like to
think they are privileged, living in luxury while the members struggle financially.
If a church of 10 wage-earners give the tithe, the pastor lives on an average wage!
The picture is also showing us the living Word, Christ Himself, who supplies our
needs, and feeds the church until the end of the age. There will never be a shortage
of heavenly food.

Aaron also received tithes. Aaron had no inheritance so his "income" came
from that given as tithes to the Levites. These Levites, when they offered to the
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Lord from their tithes, had to give a tithe to Aaron (verse 28). This may seem
rather cumbersome, but it points to the distinct place the priests had in Israel. Only
Aaron could go behind the curtain, making him and his family unique, and
pointing to the precious privilege Christians have in the work of the Gospel.
Matthew Henry suggests our "heave offering" (verse 28) is our prayers and
praises, and should come from the best, i.e. from the threshing floor before
processing of the grain.

The question is whether Christians should tithe today. There is no evidence in
the New Testament that Paul intended this giving. The Pharisees boasted of their
tithing but this was unacceptable to the Lord, for the exhortation is that we should
give in proportion to what the Lord has given us. Tithing is a good discipline, as
the example in our chapter shows, but the Lord loves a cheerful giver, so do not
give grudgingly but with a full heart of joy.

Above all we must give our life in daily worship and to do this we need to
manage our time; prepare ourselves for service; serve the Lord with gladness and
have personal discipline both in the church and in our daily routine.

"Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise."

(Francis R. Havergal)

CHRISTIANS NEED TO BE SPIRITUALLY CLEAN

Because God is pure, purity is at the heart of the Gospel. He cannot look at sin so
anyone approaching Him must either be clean or made clean. A rough road lays
ahead for the Christian, and when we are under pressure it is easy to forget God's
Word and drop into sin! "Listen again," says God, "you need to be clean if my
blessing is to be your companion". Kadesh is the place where the people believed
the spies and is a turning point in the journey to Canaan. Failure has been the
watchword all the way from Egypt - complaining about the manna, about Moses,
about the giants in Canaan, then Korah's bid for power. Another reminder may
seem tedious but we can all learn so much from it.

The Red Heifer. Albert Barnes suggests this ritual is recorded because of the
plague after Korah's rebellion. With 2 million people living closely together,
disease spread quickly, so cleanliness was paramount. There is a deeper meaning
for us and first we notice the heifer was red, representing human beings 
remember Adam means red, as coming from the red earth. The animal died
outside the camp: "Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the p~ople with
his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach" (Hebrews 13:12-13). The cow was an
offering and its ashes gathered and stored, the whole scene picturing the Lord
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Jesus Christ, our great sacrifice, teaching the people then, and us now, the need
for purification. God cannot look on sin, hence the washing of regeneration (Titus
3:5) (see verse 9), Titus 3:5, the need for atonement sprinkled blood (verse 18),
and the death of the substitute looking back to the Passover. Doesn't the grace of
God shine through all that? We have our "Red Heifer" fulfilled in Christ's blood
cleansing us from all sin.

Death! As this large multitude moved about in the desert, each day there must
have been bereavement. Two million people close together, and a whole
generation destined to die within 38 years meant the funeral directors were busy.
Again we must remember public health was a big issue, and although we learn
about sin, it is true the people lived in this real world, so the need to be clean, for
the word "unclean" occurs 13 times. Even the clean person who sprinkled the tent
and the vessels in verse 18 had to have a bath afterwards. But, says verse 20, the
person who is unclean ... "shall be cut off from among the congregation". That
is serious considering they were in the middle of a desert! The unbeliever today
who defiles himself in arrogant disobedience to God's commands is destined to
wander alone! .

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean:
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

---e---

• THOMAS CRANMER •

J. E. cox

Part IV

ON the morrow, about nine of the clock before noon, the council sent a gentleman
usher for the archbishop, who when he came to the council-chamber door, could
not be let in, but of purpose, as it seemed, was compelled there to wait among the
pages, lackeys, and serving-men all alone. Doctor Butts, the king's physician,
resorting that way, and espying how my lord of Canterbury was handled, went to
the king's highness and said: "My lord of Canterbury, if it please your grace, is
well promoted; for now he is become a lackey or a serving-man, for yonder he
standeth this half-hour without the council-chamber door amongst them." "It is
not so," quoth the king, "I trow, nor the council hath not so little discretion as to
use the metropolitan of the realm in that sort, specially being one of their own
number; but let them alone," said the king, "and we shall hear more soon."

Anon the archbishop was called into the council-chamber, to whom was alleged
as before is rehearsed. The archbishop answered in like sort as the king had
advised him; and in the end when he perceived that no manner of persuasion or
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l'nlreaty could serve, he delivered to them the king's ring, revoking his cause into
the king's hands. The whole council being thereat somewhat amazed, the earl of
Ikdford with a loud voice, confirming his words with a solemn oath, said: "When
ou first began this matter, my lords, I told you what would come of it. Do you

think that the king will suffer this man's finger to ache? much more, I warrant
ou, will he defend his life against brabbling varlets. You do but cumber
ourselves to hear tales and fables against him," And so incontinently, upon the

n:ceipt of the king's token, they all rose and carried to the king his ring,
~lIrrendering that matter (as the order and use was) into his own hands,

When they were all come to the king's presence, his highness with a severe
l'ountenance said unto them: "Ah, my lords, I thought I had had wiser men of my
l'ouncil than now I find you. What discretion was this in you, thus to make the
pri mate of the realm, and one of you in office, to wait at the council-chamber door
Olmongst serving-men? You might have considered that he was a councillor as
well as you, and you had no such commission of me so to handle him. I was
l'Ontent that you should try him as a councillor, and not as a mean subject. But
IIOW I well perceive that things be done against him maliciously; and if some of
ou might have had your minds, you would have tried him to the uttermost. But

I do you all to wit, and protest, that if a prince may be beholding unto his subject"
(and so solemnly laying his hand upon his breast, said), "by the faith I owe to
( lod, I take this man here, my lord of Canterbury, to be of all other a most faithful
~llbject unto us, and one to whom we are much beholding;" giving him great
commendations otherwise. And with that one or two of the chiefest of the council,
making their excuse, declared, that in requesting his indurance, it was rather
meant for his trial and his purgation against the common fame and slander of the
world, than for any malice conceived against him. "Well, well, my lords," quoth
the king, "take him and well use him, as he is worthy to be, and make no more
ado." And with that every man caught him by the hand, and made fair weather of
altogethers, which might easily be done with that man.

And it was much to be marvelled that they would go so far with him, thus to
seek his undoing, this well understanding before, that the king more entirely loved
him, and always would stand in his defence, whosoever spake against him; as
many other times the king's patience was by sinister informations against him
lried: insomuch that the lord Cromwell was evermore wont to say unto him: "My
lord of Canterbury, you are most happy of all men: for you may do and speak what
you list, and, say what all men can against you, the king will never believe one
word to your detriment or hindrance."

After the death of king Henry, immediately succeeded his son king Edward,
under whose government and protection the state of this archbishop, being his
godfather, was nothing appaired, but rather more advanced.

During all this mean time of king Henry aforesaid, until the entering of king
Edward, it seemeth that Cranmer was scarcely yet throughly persuaded in the
right knowledge of the sacrament, or at least, was not yet fully ripened in the
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same: wherein shortly after he being more groundly confirmed by conference
with bishOp Ridley, in process of time did so profit in more riper knowledge, that
at last he took upon him the defence of that whole doctrine, that is, to refute and
throw down first, the corporal presence; secondly, the phantastical transub
stantiation; thirdly, the idolatrous adoration; fourthly, the false error of the papists,
that wicked men do eat the natural body of Christ; and lastly, the blasphemous
sacrifice of the mass. Whereupon in conclusion he wrote five books for the public
instruction of the church of England, which instruction yet to this day standeth
and is received in this church of England.

Against these five books of the archbishop, Stephen Gardiner, the arch-enemy
to Christ and His Gospel, being then in the tower, slubbereth up a certain answer,
such as it was, which he in open court exhibited up at Lambeth, being there
examined by the archbishop aforesaid, and other the king's commissioners in king
Edward's days, which book was entitled, An Explication and Assertion ofthe True
Catholic Faith, touching the blessed Sacrament of the Altar, with a Confutation of
a Book written against the same.

Against this explication, or rather a cavilling sophistication of Stephen
Gardiner, Doctor of Law, the said archbishop of Canterbury learnedly and
copiously replying again, maketh answer, as by the discourse thereof renewed in
print is evident to be seen to all such as with indifferent eye will read and peruse
the same.

Besides these books above recited of this archbishop, divers other things there
were also of his doing, as the Book of Reformation, with the Book of Homilies,
whereof part was by him contrived, part by his procurement approved and
published. Whereunto also may be adjoined another writing or confutation of his
against eighty-eight articles by the convocation devised and propounded, but yet
not ratified nor received, in the reign and time of king Henry [King Henry eight,
Foxe, 1583].

And thus much hitherto concerning the doings and travails of this archbishop
of Canterbury during the lives both of king Henry and king Edward his son; which
two kings so long as they continued, this archbishop lacked no stay of
maintenance against all his maligners.

After the death of king Edward, queen Mary coming now to the crown, and
being established in the possession of the realm, not long after came to London;
and after she had caused first the two dukes of Northumberland and Suffolk, and
their two children, the lady Jane and the lord Guilford, both in age tender and
innocent of that crime, to be executed; she put the rest of the nobility to their fines,
and forgave them, the archbishop of Canterbury only except. Who, though he
desired pardon by mean of friends, could obtain none; insomuch that the queen
would not once vouchsafe to see him: for as yet the old grudges against the
archbishop, for the divorcement of her mother, remained hid in the bottom of her
heart. Besides this divorce, she remembered the state of religion changed: all
which was reputed to the archbishop, as the chief cause thereof.
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While these things were, in doing, a rumour was in all men's mouths, that the
lIehbishop, to curry favour with the queen, had promised to say a Dirige mass,
dtcr the old custom, for the funeral of king Edward her brother. Neither wanted
Ilterc some, which reported that he had already said mass at Canterbury; which
111asS in deed was said by doctor Thornton. This rumour Cranmer thinking
,pccdily to stay, gave forth a writing in his purgation; the tenor whereof being set
Illlt at large in the Book ofActs and Monuments, I need not here again to recite.

rhis bill being thus written, and lying openly a window [openly in a window,
IhIU.] in his chamber, cometh in by chance Master Scory, bishop then of
I~ ochester, who after he had read and perused the same, required of the archbishop
10 have a copy of the bill. Tho archbishop, when he had granted and permitted the
.lIne to Master Scory, by the occasion thereof Master Scory lending it to some

tflcnd of his, there were divers copies taken out thereof, and the thing published
.Ihroad among the common people: insomuch that every scrivener's shop almost
\\ as occupied in writing out the same; and so at length some of those copies
,olning to the bishops' hands, and so brought to the council, and they sending it
10 the commissioners, the matter was known, and so he commanded to appear.

Whereupon Dr. Cranmer at his day prefixed appeared before the said
,ommissioners, bringing a true inventory, as he was commanded, of all his goods.
I'hat done, a bishop of the queen's privy council, being one of the said
lommissioners, after the inventory was received, bringing in mention of the bill:

My lord," said he, "there is a bill put forth in your name, wherein you seem to
hc aggrieved with setting up the mass again: we doubt not but you are sorry that
It is gone abroad."

To whom the archbishop answered again, saying: "As I do not deny myself to
hc the very author of that bill or letter, so must I confess here unto you, concerning
the same bill, that I am sorry the said bill went from me in such sort as it did. For
when I had written it, Master Scory got the copy of me, and is now come abroad,
;Ind (as I understand) the city is full of it. For which I am sorry, that it so passed
my hands: for I had intended otherwise to have made it in a more large and ample
manner, and minded to have set it on Paul's Church door, and on the doors of all
the churches in London, with mine own seal joined thereto."

At which words, when they saw the constantness of the man, they dismissed
him, affirming they had no more at that present to say unto him, but that shortly
he should hear further. The said bishop declared afterward to one of Dr. Cranmer's
friends, that notwithstanding his attainder of treason, the queen's determination at
that time was, that Cranmer should only have been deprived of his archbishoprick,
and have had a sufficient living assigned him, upon his exhibiting of a true
inventory, with commandment to keep his house without meddling with matters
or religion. But how that was true, I have not to say. This is certain, that not long
arter this he was sent unto the tower, and soon after condemned of treason.
Notwithstanding, the queen, when she could not honestly deny him his pardon,
'iceing all the rest were discharged, and specially seeing he last of all other
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subscribed to king Edward's request, and that against his own will, released to
him his action of treason, and accused him only of heresy: which liked the
archbishop right well, and came to pass as he wished, because the cause was not
now his own, but Christ's; not the queens, but the church's. Thus stood the cause
of Cranmer, till at length it was determined by the queen and the council, that he
should be removed from the Tower, where he was prisoner, to Oxford, there to
dispute with the doctors and divines. And privily word was sent before to them of
Oxford to prepare themselves, and make them ready to dispute. And although the
queen and the bishops had concluded before what should become of him, yet it
pleased them that the matter should be debated with arguments, that under some
honest shew of disputation the murder of the man might be covered. Neither could
their hasty speed of revengement abide any long delay: and therefore in all haste
he was carried to Oxford.

What this disputation was, and how it was handled, what were the questions
and reasons on both sides, and also touching his condemnation by the university
and the prolocutor, because sufficiently it hath been declared in the story at
large, we mind now therefore to proceed to his final judgment and order of
condemnation, which was the twelfth day of September, anno 1556 [so it is
printed in ed. 1580, and in Foxe, ed. 1583, p. 1871], and seven days before the
condemnation of bishop Ridley and Master Latimer.

e To BE CONTINUED e

---e---

• CARING FOR THE POOR •

STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds.)

(Sermon preached at the Gospel Advocate ReliefFund AGM,
on 1st June 2006 at Hailsham Strict Baptist Church)

MANY pastors serve small churches, some of them with only a few wage earners.
These churches and their pastors thank God for the support of agencies such as
the Gospel Advocate Relief Fund. Without this help, some pastors would be
unable to continue serving their churches in a full-time capacity.

I count it a privilege to bring God's Word to you this evening. Having agreed
to come, I then thought, "What am I to preach?". Inevitably, my mind turned to
those in need, and then I began to notice references to the rich and the poor in the
book of Proverbs from which 1'm preaching on Sunday evenings. Did you know
that the word "poor" occurs 35 times in Proverbs and the word "poverty" occurs
14 times?

Let's ask some questions ...
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~()Iomon gives several reasons for poverty - do any of these causes apply to
pastors?

1. Laziness: "He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand" (10:4). Pastors
arc not lazy; many of them are overworked and underpaid! I'm not grumbling
about the members of my church at Potton - I love them very much and have
\l:rved them for almost 20 years.

2. Excessive drinking and eating: "For the drunkard and the glutton shall come
to poverty" (23:21). Pastors are usually men of self-control.

3. Lack ofcareful planning and mismanagement ofresources: "The thoughts
Ill' the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but those of every o.ne who is hasty
only to want" (21:5). The word "thoughts" means "plans" and "hasty" suggests a
Jll:rson who does not think through his decisions. Pastor's wives are usually very
lood at using meagre resources wisely and skilfully to keep their husbands and
their children well clothed and fed. Praise God for pastors' wives.

4. God's sovereignty: "The rich and the poor meet together; the Lord is the
maker of them all" (22:2). Rich and poor owe their situations to the all-wise God.
Il' a pastor is in a bigger church that can afford to pay him well- that is God's plan
lor him. If a pastor is in a small church, that is unable to pay him much - that is
(iod's plan for him. The pastor in the smaller church must not scheme to get a call
to a bigger and a better-paying church! Neither must he become critical of his
members or grumble against God's providence. Of course, the church must do all
It can to pay their pastor as much as they are able. I have proved in two pastorates
or small churches that God provides for the needs of his faithful servants and their
l'amilies. Part of God's provision comes through agencies such as the Gospel
I\dvocate Relief Fund.

QUESTION 2. HOW SHOULD WE TREAT THE POOR?

J. Some despise the poor: "The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the
rich hath many friends. He who despiseth his neighbour sinneth: but he that hath
mercy on the poor, happy is he" (14:20-21). "Whoso mocketh the poor
reproacheth his Maker; and he who is glad at calamities will not be unpunished"
(17:5). God sees how we treat the poor. We are to remember there is a Judgement
Day coming.

2. Some ignore the request of the poor for help. "The poor man useth
intreaties; but the rich answereth roughly" (18:23). A verse later, we read, "A man
that hath friends must show himself friendly: but there is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother". The poor in purse and the poor in spirit have a caring friend
in Christ, He is the Friend who sticks closer than a brother (18:24).

How then should we treat the poor? We are to show compassion and kindness
by providing for them. Solomon makes this point several times in the Book of
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Proverbs. For example, "He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto to the Lord;
and that which he hath given will he pay him again"; "He who has a bountiful eye
shall be blessed; for he giveth of his bread to the poor" (19: 17, 22; 22:9; see also
11:25-26; 31:9). God cares for those who care for the poor.

QUESTION 3. WHAT SHOULD WE PRAY WHEN WE CONSIDER THE
PLIGHT OF THE POOR AND THE PROSPERITY OF THE RICH?

We should pray with the wise man Agur: "Two things have I required of thee:
deny me them not before I die. Remove far from me vanity [falsehood] and lies:
give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient Isuitable] for
me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say Who is the Lord? Or lest I be poor, and
steal, and take the name of my God in vain" (30:7-9).

Why should the Christian pray, "Remove far from me vanity and lies"?
Because we are born with deceitful hearts and may therefore when faced with
severe want or intense temptations resort to dishonesty. The danger of prosperity
is to forsake the Lord. We lose our zeal for God becoming preoccupied with this
world and its empty treasures. Our wealth becomes our god even though we may
profess to worship the true God. We feel self-sufficient and self-confident. The
danger of poverty is.to steal or by other dishonest or dubious methods to solve our
problems. Agur wisely prays, "Give me neither poverty nor riches". Whether rich
or poor, we are to be content with God's plans and God's provision for us.

I close with Paul's words to young Timothy: "Godliness with contentment is
great gain ... having food and raiment let us therewith be content ... [do not]
trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to
enjoy.... Do good ... be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to
communicate [share]" (1 Timothy 6:6, 8, 17-18).

For information about the Gospel Advocate Relief Fund, contact the
Hon. Secretar;y, Mr. David Cottingham, 10 Ryejield Close, Eastbourne,

East Sussex RN21 2X]. Tel: 01323507168.

A man for rebellion against the government was going to be executed. He was
taken to the guillotine block. When the poor fellow reached the place of execution
he was trembling with fear. The prince was present and asked him if he wished
anything before judgement was carried out. The culprit replied: "A glass of
water." It was brought to him, but he was so nervous he could not drink it. "Do
not fear," said the prince to him, "judgement will not be carried out till you drink
that water," and in an instant the glass was dashed to the ground and broken into
a thousand pieces. He took that prince at his word.

The Justifying Power ofFaith - Unknown
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fhe following article was written by Mr. George Alexander (1843-1921), of
Hirkenhead, and was first published in the September 1906 issue of the Gospel
Magazine. A Scotsman, the son ofDr. David Alexander, he visited London in 1862
where he paid his only visit to the theatre. His reaction was, "Is this all the world
!los to offer?". Finding himself to be "in need" he commenced reading
f)oddridge's Rise and Progress of Religion in the Soul which, he said, "convinced
/lie of my sinnership". He was later brought to faith in Christ after reading John
6:37, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out".

Moving to Birkenhead in 1873 he attended the ministry of J. K. Popham at Shaw
Street Baptist Chapel in Liverpool, even though he was ofPresbyterian principles.
Mr. Alexander commenced preaching amongst the Calvinistic churches of
l.£lncashire in 1886 and was the principle founder of Park Lane Chapel,
Hirkenhead. He first wrote for the Gospel Magazine in 1870 an article entitled
"Divine Leadings". When James Ormiston became editor, George Alexander
hecame a regular contributor, signing all his articles "G.A.". A faithful
Protestant, his articles nearly all appeared in the "Protestant Beacon" section of
the Gospel Magazine.

LOW IN A LOW PLACE

"And the city shall be low in a low place" (Isaiah 32:19)

WHAT a low place David, the man of God, was in, when, inspired by the Spirit
of God, he penned the 142nd Psalm. Many indeed were the low spots and places
into which that favourite of heaven was brought, yea, and all through, and down
to the very close of his most eventful life upon earth. "Attend unto my cry," he
says, "for I am brought very low. Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are
stronger than 1." Sin, Satan, the ungodly world, the flesh, are all of them enemies
and persecutors, and all of them stronger than a poor dear child of God.

See how low the dear man is. "I poured out my compliant before him. I shewed
before him my trouble." Here you see he has trouble, and a complaint, deep and
heart-felt, arising therefrom. His inward trouble is the fountain from whence
issues forth his complaint. Sometimes his trouble is personal, arising from the sin
that dwelleth in him. Was he not under the tuition of the same divine Spirit as
Paul, who said, "I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing?".
Was not he low in a low place when he felt and owned the humbling truth,
"Iniquities prevail against me", and when his alone hope was the blood of
Christ - the precious blood of Him that was to come? Yea, in Him, that atoning
Redeemet.of whom Mr. Hart speaks:
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And again:

The Gospel Magazine

"His blood can cleanse the blackest soul,
And wash our guilt away;
He shall present us sound and whole,
In that tremendous day."

"His blood which did your sins atone,
For your salvation pleads;
And, seated on His Father's throne,
He reigns and intercedes."

Sometimes the dear man's trouble is relative; his soul is among lions, the sons
of Zeruiah are too hard for him, and he is weak though anointed king; his house
is not so with God; indeed the heaviness that is in his heart will take in both, and
whether it be personal or relative trouble it seems to overwhelm his spirit within
him and brings him down into a low place. Oh, how the dear man pours out his
heart to God in this low place. "I cried unto thee, 0 Lord. I said, thou art my
refuge and my portion in the land of the living. Attend unto my cry, for I am
brought very low." Here is the confession of a predestined son, and the royal
predestinarian, as Toplady calls him; of a vessel of mercy afore prepared to glory.

What do we hear and read of him in the closing chapter of his life's narrative,
as given to the church of God by the Holy Ghost, in the very last chapter of
2 Samuel? - "And David said unto the Lord, I have sinned greatly in that I have
done; and now I beseech thee, 0 Lord, take away the iniquity of thy servant, for
I have done very foolishly." What! Is this the voice of David, and the language of
him that had been so zealous in the service of the sanctuary, so devout and upright
in the way of the Lord? It is even so. Does the Spirit of Truth see it meet in closing
up the record of his life's history, to stain the pride of all creature glory, that no
flesh should glory in his presence? It is even so. Many times did he deliver them,
but they provoked him with their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity.

And so Henry Fowler, of blessed memory, owns himself-

"A needy, helpless sinner still."

And that blessed eighteenth century mother in Israel knew what it was to be
brought low:

"Alas! Our nature is so weak,
And so defiled by sin,
We ofttimes think our hearts will break
When trouble looketh in."

CAnne Dutton)

But what an edge is put on the spirit of this dear chastened one. What an edge
for a free-grace salvation, and if he be a preacher to bear a clear, bold, decided
witness to the same.
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B.G.

J.w.

Editors Note: We /lve, regretfully, In a day when most evange/lcals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version ofthe Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating If the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative E.nglish. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

More Mountain Movers - Champions of the Faith. George M. Ella. Go Publications.
pp. 473, hardback. £ 17.95 plus £3.00 p&p. ISBN 0 95486 240 6.

The above is a sequel to an earlier volume entitled: Mountain Movers. Like the former one, this book
aims to give biographical accounts of characters from church history. Dr. Ella also includes some of
his experiences while engaged in missionary work in Lapland, and his writing is full of interesting
observations about a people who are probably little known to us in this country. A profuse and
wide-ranging book.

With an individualistic and diffuse style, the author reveals his own robust views on church
history, especially the Reformed and Puritan period. If he is right, then many church history books
need to be re-written.

Wllllam Booth. Andrew Edwards and FleurThornton. Day One Publications. pp. 32,A4 booklet.
£3.00. ISBN I 903087 83 X.

Wllllam Carey. Andrew Edwards and FleurThornton. Day One Publications. pp. 32,A4 booklet.
£3.00. ISBN I 846250 12 9.

These are the second and third in a series of A4 booklets for children and young people entitled
Footsteps of the Past, the first being on John Bunyan. Using text, puzzles and activity sheets, questions
and answers, and numerous illustrations, these attractive and interesting booklets provide a simple
account of the life ofWilliam Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, and ofWilliam Carey, missionary
to India. My two granddaughters, aged twelve and ten, to whom I passed them, both found them
interesting and enjoyable to read.The puzzles generally were straightforward for them, though they
found the instructions on two of them somewhat difficult to understand, and they spotted one or
two errors.

The publishers permit photocopying of the activity pages and associated text for class or group
use; some might not like the use of dice for one of the activity sheets. A good introduction for
children to the life of men much used of God.

Jesus, The Way. I. A. Sadler, published by the author, 6 Aston Close, Pangbourne, Reading, RG8
7LG. pp. 84, paperback. £5 plus p&p.

The lack of spiritual prosperity in the church today prompted the writing of this little book which
sets out to remind the believer that Jesus does reign in the midst of His Church. It is the author's
desire that we might know the power of the precious blood of the Redeemer, and to this end he
traces out the pathway of the Christian in six short chapters. Setting out the security and
blessedness of the one true way, he shows the sovereignty of God in salvation, and what it is to
receive Christ. He lays emphasis upon the Church and its witness, the union of believers in
Jesus Christ, and their mutual love for one another, and includes a chapter on assurance in trial,
and fellowship with Christ in His sufferings. A final chapter on the heavenly prospect concludes
the book. .

Liberally sprinkled with quotations from the Authorised Version of the Bible, there is much for
the Christian to ponder upon, and a prayerful reading will surely prove profitable to the soul.

J.YV.
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CUltivating Christian Character: The Fruit of the Spirit. Kieran Beville. Day One
Publications, pp. 203, paperback. £8.00. ISBN I 903087 78 3.

This book is based upon a number of articles that the author published on the Fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23).The style of writing is clearly sermonic.Throughout the book the NIV is used.
The book concludes with a study guide which can be used both by groups and also as a help to
individual study.

On page 7 the author tells us that "we are not compelled or constrained to modify our attitudes
or actions ... as we yield to that divine authority....The Spirit is not only to reside in our hearts
but also ought to reign there." And herein lies one of the problems with this book. The author
seems to have a low view of the sovereignty of God, viz. that the Holy Spirit may dwell within
without his being the Sovereign ruler of the heart - which is the Keswick teaching that Christ can
be Saviour without His being Lord. This is a defective view of both justification and sanctification.
From this view of salvation, Mr. Beville goes on to say on page 35: "Will you put yourself on the
road where you can meet with Jesus and have that vital life-transforming encounter with Him?"
I would expect such comments from Arminians, but most certainly not from ministers who are
considered to be Reformed. Where is the work of the Holy Spirit in an "encounter with Jesus" to
be found?

I feel this book is unsatisfactory as a scriptural exposition of the Fruit of the Spirit, but it is only
typical of much modern Reformed teaching. The Christian faith is often reduced to a matter of
intellect and scholarship, and only lip service is paid to real heart-warming Christian experience.
Preachers tell their hearers to "put yourself on the road", rather than demonstrating how the Holy
Spirit does His work of drawing a person to Christ and turning his feet Heavenward.

There is an important typographical error on page 60 where the church at Ephesus is substituted
for the church at Laoaicea: "he spoke to the church at Ephesus: 'So, because you are luke
warm ... ' (Revelation 3: 16)." J.E.N.

I Corinthians. Peter Naylor. Evangelical Press. pp. 544, hardback. £ 16.95.

The EP Study Commentaries represent a scholarly Evangelical approach to the text and meaning of
Scripture, and are of benefit to preachers and students alike.

This volume is a re-working of the author's 1996 treatment of this great epistle, which came out
in the EP "Welwyn Student Commentary" range. Some of the wording is identical or very similar,
though there are marks of revision at every stage of the work.

Naylor, an experienced pastor, takes a conservative line, with a cessationist approach to the
charismata. Indeed, it was this very subject that led to the original work which underlies this one.
Therefore the attention to application is very helpful, and the great epistle is made very relevant to
church life today. Those who want a work that is more up-to-date than much that is available, yet
still sound, will do well to consider this book.

The Old Evangelicalism: Old Truths for a New Awakening. lain. H. Murray. The
Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 240, hardback. £ 14.00. ISBN 0 85151 90 I 6.

This book is based upon a number of papers which have been given by Mr. Murray at various
conferences for preachers in different parts of the world. The one theme that runs through almost
all of the lectures given is that the Evangelicalism of today is somewhat different from the
Evangelicalism that was known by previous generations.

Mr. Murray analyses today's problems in the church as a skilful physician. He diagnoses the malady
and the malaise affecting the Church today and also prescribes the remedy. There has been a
removal from the old paths of Calvinistic orthodoxy.

Themes such as a correct understanding of sin, regeneration, and justification by imputed
righteousness, are all considered by the author. These truths were known and loved by Christians
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in former ages, truths for which this magazine has been contending since the days of the Evangelical
Awakening. Man has not changed, the spiritual needs of man have not changed and there is,
therefore, no need to change the message of the Gospel to suit modern man.

Section five (of seven sections) has the title "What can we learn from John Wesley1" There are
many positive and negative things we can learn from Wesley and his ministry, but to include him in
a book that deals with "The Old Evangelicalism" is out of place, for it gives the impression that
Wesley was a staunch upholder of that "Old Evangelicalism" that is contended for in the greater
part of the book. Better to have included some of the Calvinistic warriors who were involved in
the publishing of the Gospel Magazine in its early years! J.E.N.

What the Bible Teaches About Angels. Roger Ellsworth. Evangelical Press. pp I 19.
£4.95. ISBN 978 0 85234 617 4.

People are interested in angels, says Roger Ellsworth, but they are ignorant of the spiritual ministry
they were created to perform. This easy to read book addresses that issue in a orderly manner
starting with the God of the angels. Reviewing the history of the fall of Lucifer and the subsequent
events, the author refers to the speech and appearances of these heavenly beings throughout
Scripture. At chapter nine we are introduced to the Angel of the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ, and
from there to chapter sixteen the spiritual aspects of the angel's ministry is ably set out. The Old
Testament appearances of the Lord as the Angel give us an insight into the care God has over His
people in all generations, leading the reader into the two facts that Christ was "lower than the
angels" and "higher than the angels". How amazing that these perfect beings should desire to look
into salvation!

We are reminded at the close of the book that an angel will declare "the time is at hand" as the
end of the age comes. "The last appearance of an angel is brimming with significance" as the angel
makes it plain that the Word of God is true; the Lord Jesus is coming; God alone is to be
worshipped and our spiritual condition is a matter of extreme urgency. This is a book well written
and worth reading. Quotations are from NKJY. P.K.

John Calvin: Revolutionary, Theologian, Pastor. Williston Walker. Christian Focus
Publications. pp. 342, paperback. £7.99. ISBN I 84550 104 7.

Christian Focus Publications have re-issued this biography of John Calvin in their "History Makers"
series. It was written by Williston Walker (1860-1922), who was Titus Street Professor of
Ecclesiastical History at Yale and Dean of Twentieth Century American Church Historians. The
book was first issued in 1906 under the title of John Calvin: The Organiser of Reformed Protestantism
1509-1564. Although written a century ago, this book has lost none of its appeal with the passage
of time. The author clearly researched his subject, quoting freely from Continental studies of the
time; e.g. Professor E. Doumerge and contemporary sources, with numerous quotations from
Calvin himself. The publishers tell us that the author, "produced this benchmark biography in 1906:
it is still the best". It loses nothing by not being able to consider later scholarship and researches.
Whilst it is a scholarly work, it is also a very readable account of the man who was to become the
leader of the Reformation, being responsible for the sending out of the Gospel from Geneva and
throughout Europe. Walker brings out many interesting facts about Calvin which are often
overlooked; e.g. Calvin was never ordained to the Roman Catholic priesthood (page 10 I), the first
edition of Calvin's Institutes were addressed to King Francis I as a justification of the French
Huguenots, etc.

The book appears to be a reproduction of a much earlier edition. One of the problems with
reproducing works that were typeset many years ago is that typographical errors' are carried
forward, of which there are quite a number. For example, on page 71, "doctinre" should be
"doctrine"; page 73, "hear" should be "heart", etc. The book would have benefitted from being
completely re-typeset.
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These faults excepted, this reprint is a worthy addition to the other volumes in this series and
is to be recommended.

Exploring Esther - Serving the Unseen God. Colin D Jones. Day One Publications.
pp. 128. £6.00. ISBN I 84625 0 I0 2.

The Book of Esther is a window into the world of providence as God uses His enemies to defend
his people.Although God is not named throughout this book,"His footprints are everywhere".The
narrative is a mixture of history, drama and practical application for Christians today. Although the
time and society is different to our own, the age-old problem of sin and its consequences is ageless.
The characters are introduced and explained in order of appearance and as the account unfolds
the hidden purposes of God are clearly seen.There is time for reflection at the end of each chapter
with relevant questions for the reader.

A wealth of teaching comes from Esther for Christian leaders and churches as God leads Esther
and Mordecai in a society in which they are immigrants. How amazing that a Jewess should please
a heathen king, showing us how to live in an ungodly world and influence events. The unseen God
works through people who do not even know Him, for "God's eternal thought moves on, His
undisturbed affairs".

This is a very easy book to read, full of faithful teaching and advice for life. Quotes are from NIY,
NKJY, KJV and NASB versions of Scripture. P.K.

Colossians. John Davenant. The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 882, hardback. £ 19.00. ISBN 0 85151
909 I.

John Calvin, the prince of expositors, criticised Melanchthon's commentaries for being too concise,
and Bucer's for being too discursive. Davenant is Bucerian. However, for us today this is the very
reason why this volume is so valuable, for it acts as a compendium of Reformed Anglican theology.
The word "apostle" in I: I leads to a lengthy discourse on the errors of popery; the word "saints"
in 1:2 leads to a clear exposition of the Reformed doctrine of baptism - an exposition that is much
needed today; and so on. Much of this can be explained by the fact that this commentary began life
as a series of lectures when Davenant was Lady Margaret Professor of Divinity at Cambridge
University.This may also help to explain why there are so many references to the Church Fathers
in his work, with apposite quotations from their writings. Many users of this work may find the
translator's footnotes useful, as he explains briefly who these Fathers were. There are other
footnotes as well.

There is, of course, an unavoidable problem with a commentary of this detail and length, namely
that it becomes almost impossible to keep sight of the Apostolic argument which runs through the
Epistle. Consequently, anyone contemplating using this book as a gUide in preaching through
Colossians will have to make sure they retain a clear grasp of the context at all times. As with
Owen's magnum opus on Hebrews, reference to a Melanchthonian work alongside the Bucerian will
be a great asset: in other words do not rely on Davenant alone! That mythical creature, the
"educated layman", would be greatly helped by reading this book, and there is no doubt that its
republication, at such a reasonable price, is to be welcomed. E.J.M.

The Jerusalem Sinner Saved, or Good News for the Vilest of Men. John
Bunyan.The Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 144, paperback. £5.00. ISBN 0 85151 914 8.

This short treatise was published by John Bunyan in 1688, the year of his death. It is taken from the
three volume "Offer" edition of Bunyan's Works (also published by the Banner ofTruth Trust).The
book is an exposition of Luke 24:47:"And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem:' Bunyan explains that "Jerusalem sinners" are
the worst of sinners because it was here that the worst of sinners dwelt. Jerusalem "was also
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become the very sink of sin and seat of hypocrisy, and the gulf where true religion was drowned
... " (page 3). Therefore, "Jesus Christ would have mercy offered, in the first place, to the biggest
sinners" (page 7).And so, in typical puritan manner, John Bunyan "opens" the text and applies it to
his hearers (readers). He preaches to the worst of sinners because, he says, "I have been vile myself,
but have obtained mercy; and I would have my companions in sin partake of mercy too; and,
therefore, I have writ this little book" (page xiii).

The book has been divided into (our chapters, viz. The text explained;Why mercy is first offered
to the biggest sinners;The doctrine applied: and, Conclusion, and answers to objections.The book
concludes with a helpful analysis o( the book on pages I25-1 27. Throughout the book the word
"offer" (and its derivatives) is substitutt'd (or the textual word "preached". Bunyan does not explain
why he does this, nor was it necessary to make any alteration to Scripture. As we have come to
expect from this publisher, the book 1\ produced to a very high standard. J.E.N.

'cause, to quote Ellsworth, "the chu~ch is still assaulted with
authority of Jesus Christ, the sufficiency of the once-for-all
nt desire to 'improve' the Gospel to make it more attractive

S.K.E.

A City Not ForSAken - a History of Christian Witness in Gower Street and
Shaftesbury Avenue. Richard Stonelake. Quinta Press, 2nd edition. Obtainable from the
author at 85 Bt'ln\01ll Road, Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 IQU. pp, 000. £8.50. ISBN I 897856 26 I.

This is a very 1J1tCI esting book, whose title, taken from Isaiah 62: 12, has been written by one who
was a deacon and Sunday School superintendant in the closing days of this well known chapel.
Gower Street Chapel has a long history; the original being built in 1820 by friends who had links
with earlier chapels in the vicinity, such as Eden Street Chapel (off Euston Road), Conway Street
Chapel, and also with the celebrated William Huntington. Various ministers were asked to preach
there, includingWilliam Gadsby,J. C. Philpot,John Warburton, and many others. Huntington was not
a Baptist, although many of his hearers were. Eventually a church was established at Gower Street
in 1843 by those who were concerned to keep to the scriptural basis of baptism by immersion and
on a strict communion basis. William Gadsby was asked to preach on the opening of the church
and led the commemoration of the Lord's Supper with them. "This was one of Gadsby's last visits
to London: he died on 27th January 1844" (page 22).

Henry Fowler, the first pastor, was not a Baptist, though a gracious and godly man; however, the
next pastor, Edward Blackstock, was. After his ministry there followed a long period without a
pastor, despite many attempts to obtain one.

Blessings and trials came over the years and it is recorded that there was a congregation of
approximately 600 in 1874. Later, in 1917, the freeholders of Gower Street Chapel refused to
renew tha lease, so the church found new premises in Shaftesbury Avenue (formerly called Soho
Baptist (h.lpcl), which was named "Gower Street Memorial Chapel"! Although this was an imposing
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building in central London, most of the worshippers in recent years came from the outskirts, as
there was no affordable housing in the area which contained many shops and offices in a teeming
business community.

Here the everlasting Gospel was preached faithfully for many years until, in 2002, the church
decided it would have to close as vast expense was needed to comply with Health & Safety
regulations beyond their means.The building was eventually sold to a Chinese church (under pastor
Stephen Wang) and it is believed that the Gospel is still preached there. There is an interesting
chapter on the closure and its purchase, showing the exercises of both parties. In more recent
years, Mr. John S. Green, from Bedfordshire, was pastor from 1955 to 1978, later David Crowter
from 1982 to 1994, and David Philpott from 1996 to the closure in 2002. Of these three godly,
faithful pastors, only the latter survives.

Short, interesting chapters detail some of the families attending the chapel, together with the
caretakers, deacons, the Dorcas Society and the Sunday School (started in 1866). A number of
illustrations add to the interest of this informative book.

In 1874 there were 300 children on the books of the Sunday School and some 250 when the
congregation moved to Shaftesbury Avenue. On the outbreak of war in 1939 there were 150
children, all of which were evacuated from London.

In addition to the Sunday School, the chapel distributed some 3,000 Trinitarian Bible Society
calendars each year, together with a leaflet inviting the recipients to the services or to apply for a
free Bible or Gospel. In recent years, friends from the chapel participated with others in open-air
preaching in Trafalgar Square on several Saturdays between March and October, when the chapel
was used as a base.

The reviewer remembers attending the chapel in Shaftesbury Avenue every Tuesday evening for
four years until the late . I940s and recalls the friendliness of its people. More than that, he knew
the blessing of the Lord resting upon the preaching of the Word.A book worthy of the time taken
to read it (Psalm 107:43). D.C.R.

President Lincoln Listened. D. L. Moody. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 24, hardback.
£4.99. ISBN I 84550 1152.

This little children's book of around 300 words is beautifully illustrated on every page by Bob Bond.
Unusually, it contains no information about publisher, author or copyright and is, in essence, an
illustration for or from a sermon rather than a story, with a strong Gospel application to conclude.
It seems rather odd to publish it as a small book. R.S.
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