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• EDITORIAL •

"No man can say that Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost"
(1 Corinthians 12:3)

Old Series

No. 2662

WHAT puts many believers off this verse is that it is so easy to say "Jesus is
Lord", and not mean a word of it. Any sinner can repeat this. Visser t'Hooft made
it the unity mark of the World Council of Churches. Someone was telling me in
his place of work there was one practicing homosexual who reads his Bible daily
and goes to church regularly. Such may say the words, but the profession is no
more profitable to salvation than that of Satan, "Thou art the Holy One of God".
With the heart man believeth unto salvation. Then the Holy Spirit enlightens the
mind, and from these comes confession.

A rare blessing
Do not call this a common privilege. Special grace gave you certainty of
knowledge that millions do not possess. You say these words from the heart
because you trust in the despised and lowly Galilean as your sin atoner and curse
bearer. Grace has taught you to call Him your Lord and God. In Him is everything
you have, all your salvation. That is the faith of God's elect.

Hear what your Master says ofsuch a confession
"Blessed art thou . . . for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
F~ther which is in heaven" (Matthew 16: 17). This mystery of the kingdom is only
given to God's children to know. So the Holy Spirit was sent to make it known to
our hearts. Let us keep it uppermost in our minds and evident in our lives, that
Jesus the Lord lives in glory. "Fear not ... for thou hast found favour with God."
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Let the Christian rejoice
This is our triumph over devils and men. With it, nothing can harm us. By it Jesus
is honoured, faith revived, love increased, hope confirmed, Satan routed, sin
subdued, the law answered, the world overcome, and death vanquished. By it we
receive the promise, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will
I confess also before my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32). With this
truth in the heart, our only fear need be that we live up to Jesus' love on earth, so
we may reign with Him in glory.

---e---

• TRUTH •
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Behold, I will bring it health and a cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal
unto them the abundance ojpeace and truth" (Jeremiah 33:6)

GOD always deals with men in a way they can understand. Truth is a simple
matter to understand. It is the opposite of lying. Any child can see that. It is not
some deep spiritual matter that one could excuse men for not understanding.
God's cure for a church which blurs truth is also simple. There is a simplicity in
Christ Jesus.

Then
Jeremiah was deeply troubled to see the way Jerusalem was suffering. The reason,
he says, was the way it had behaved. The cumulative result was a vulnerability to
enemy onslaught and so to loss and destruction. The final stage was a terrible
siege, and things going from bad to worse for God's people. The verse before ours
says, "They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead
bodies of men, whom I have slain in my anger and in my fury, and for all whose
wickedness I have hid my face from this city".

What wickedness? It was the way God's people had treated truth. This came
gradually, imperceptibly. As they refused the light, the darkness gradually
intensified. However, there was always the possibility of repenting, until one
memorable day God told Jeremiah not to pray for this people. They had crossed
an invisible line and were now beyond hope. But the situation was not hopeless
for, "Behold, I will bring health and a cure, and I will cure them".

How truth was lost then
The rot set in when they appeared to be good worshippers of God, but it was
revealed by God to Isaiah that they were unconcerned when truth was not
preached. The prophet said of these people, "none calleth ... nor (any) pleadeth
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for truth". The second stage revealed to Isaiah was when "truth is fallen in the
street". No one cared any longer. Later, when things had grown worse, God
caused Jeremiah to take note that not one of these worshippers actively sought
truth. "Look and see," said the prophet, "If there be (any) ... that seeketh the
truth." Finally things got so bad that God's people "turned from plain salted truth,
to flat leasing", as Kipling once put it. Jeremiah saw, under the Holy Ghost, that
"truth is perished, and is cut off from their mouth". You would not think it could
get worse, but they became consummate liars. They fired off lies one after the
other. "And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant
for truth upon the earth." The result was they ended up as cowards. No one dared
stand for truth. All were compromised.

The waters of God built up behind this dam. It suddenly broke. The day of
reckoning could not be postponed. Their refuge of lies was swept away. Now they
were under the punishment of their cumulative past sin. God would not heal, at
least not yet. Their chosen way would have to work itself out in a terrible siege to
the bitter end.

But God had not finished with them. He still loved His untruthful people.
His plan for Jerusalem was, "Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will
cure them."

How truth is lost now
Jeremiah speaks to today's similarly failing church: "0 Lord, (are) not thine eyes
upon the truth?" The church of God, not just the outward church, has Jallen down
exactly the same steps as did Jerusalem long ago. First the church became more
and more unconcerned by two common pulpit teachings. These were Rome
wardising and disbelief in the Bible, or "Modernism". Then came the second stage
when no significant numbers of Christians cared to stand up for God's truth against
obvious untruths. The third stage was when it became a matter of indifference to
many Christians to seek out a church where the true Gospel was preached. They
happily co-existed with untruth and tolerated error in the pulpit. Each stage had an
effect on them, though they'would deny it hotly. It has now got to the stage that it
is sadly not too uncommon to meet Christians whose word cannot be trusted. You
will say, "never!" - but what about marriage vows, or learning the convenient
untruths of the office? Other workers around them just say, "I'll be there", or "I'll
do it". Or, "I've put it in the post", to smooth things over. They forget these words
as soon as they are out of their mouths. The path the church of God has chosen fails
the test, "Thou requirest truth in the inward parts". Truth sounds extreme to them.
They are compromised, unwilling to stand for truth.

How truth will be regained
What should the faithful do? Wring his hands? Protest? Shout ever louder? All
have been tried and none works. I never heard a man yet who could not justify
himself in his own eyes. So the faithful bleats into the wind. But there is one
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encouragement Jeremiah offers. God says that after He has purified them by
judgment, "I will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth".

Paul prayed in Ephesians 1: 17, "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened". Our prayer
is that God "will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth". Pray that
God will open the eyes of the church to their need to buy eye salve from the risen
Lord Jesus and anoint their eyes and see.

"Lord, open the eyes of the King of England," was a prayer heard because it
was Tyndale's lifelong and dying heart-cry. It was answered by the King
decreeing the open Bible in every church in the land within two years. Henry VIII
had long and fiercely resisted that, and hated even the mention of Tyndale.
Yet Tyndale's prayer prevailed. God knows he was valiant for the truth. You read
his writings.

Things we know not
"Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things that
thou knowest not." Today, if ever, the day of reckoning is upon us. From the end
of the last great revival, from the 1880s when we waxed fat and kicked, God
offered us one of two punishments. As a nation and a church, He obliged us to
choose, either the path of unbelief, or that of false religion, and suffer the
consequences. We chose the latter.

We were faced first with the Bolsheviks. Lenin spoke at London's Hyde Park
Corner and complained all Englishmen had an invisible wall between their ears.
Then came Moseley and National Socialism and we refused him. We also faced
theological Liberalism, Darwinism and then Secularism. The true church of God
by and large refused these.

But as a church we chose the way of false religion. Our fathers fought on two
fronts, unbelief and Rome. We chose to fight on one only, unbelief. They saw
clearly that Romanism and all other false religion world-wide, was the broad road
to hell. One part of false religion was worldliness, always accepted by Rome and
her fellow-travellers, always refused by our fathers. As a church in Britain, by and
large, we have left off being Protestants, and changed missions into charities. We
frequent entertainments they hated.

The church ceased to refuse making common-cause with Rome, with her
papacy, priests, mass, and idolatry. From that dimming of truth, she went on to
accept "other faiths" as in some way covered by God's mercy. Livingstone was
one of the first to publicly query the fate of other religions.

Great and mighty things which we know not are waiting to be shown to us. God

I

appears to be bringing all false religions upon us, especially Islam. God does not
leave a situation where every man does that which is right in his own eyes, but
puts in rulers willing and able to curb mayhem and license. Strong, fierce Moslem

I·I rulers like the Chaldeans of old, who trample the pastures, foul the wa'ers, and
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chop and flay the sheep. God punishes any church which has ceased to stand to
the sharp edge of truth. And this church and nation are ripe for punishment. 0
poor nation! The church has failed you.

When might these things be?
Our hope is in God, that He will in mercy open eyes to truth, even at this late hour.
But our hope is less and less that it will be painless. Rome seems to be in the
ascendancy, and courting Islam. Has southern or eastern Europe ever shaken off
the shackles of Rome, deliberately chosen by them at the Reformation, when they
rejected the Word of God offered to them? Has North Africa, once the mightiest
church in the world, been able to escape from Islam's fierce thirteen centuries of
domination? How long have the chains of unbelief been riveted on the Jews?
From Jeremiah's day until now this prophecy remains to be fulfilled. History
warns us of the severity of God.

Our verse will be fulfilled in its time, and we will enjoy "the abundance of peace
and truth". It will happen, when God shows us great and mighty things, which we
know not. The Lord Jesus, who came to give recovery of sight to the blind, said
"I am the Truth", bore witness to the truth, and also said, "ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free". Lord, send us Thy Spirit of Truth!

---e---

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

CARINE MACKENZIE

SERPENT ON THE POLE

A FRIEND of ours recently had to undergo a serious operation in the London
Clinic. On his preliminary visit he noticed that the insignia above the main door,
and on the nurses' badges and on all the stationary, depicted a serpent wound
round a pole. Why would a hospital choose that for its emblem?

That emblem points us to the Bible. In Numbers chapter 21 we read about
Moses and the children of Israel wandering through the desert on the way to the
promised land of Canaan. Yet again the people started to grumble. They spoke
against God and against Moses. "Why have you brought us out of Egypt, just to
die in the desert?" they complained. "There is no bread! There is no water! And
we hate this manna."

God had to deal with their sin. He sent poisonous serpents. They bit the people,
many became very ill, many died. Then the people came to Moses confessing that
they had done wrong. "We sinned when we spoke against God and against you.
Please pray that the Lord would take the serpents away from us." So Moses
prayed for the people.
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God gave Moses special instructions which Moses obeyed. He made a bronze
serpent and put it up on a pole. Anyone who had been bitten by a serpent only had
to look at the bronze serpent and he would be cured and live.

What an amazing provision by God! Just a look at the bronze serpent gave
healing. You can imagine a mother taking her child who had been bitten and
pointing up to the bronze serpent. "Just look there." Someone who had been cured
would quickly tell his friend and pass on the good news.

Jesus spoke about this incident in his teaching. "And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that who
soever believeth in him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:14-15.)

We are all sinners just like the children of Israel. We deserve death because of
that sin. God has graciously provided a cure for our disease of sin. The Lord Jesus
Christ was lifted up on the cross and we must look to Him and trust in His finished
work in order to be saved from the consequences of our sin. "Look unto me, and
be ye saved all the ends of the earth: for I am God and there is none else" (Isaiah
45:22). When we experience this salvation we want to pass on the good news to
our family and friends.

Our friend was naturally anxious on the morning he was admitted to hospital.
He uses Robert Murray McCheyne's reading plan in which you can read through
the whole Bible in two years and the New Testament and Psalms twice. "What
will the Lord have to say to me this morning?" he thought. The reading for that
morning (l2th May) was Numbers 21 - the story of the bronze serpent. He went
off to the hospital greatly encouraged. Several times during his stay in hospital,
he was able to ask nurses, doctors and other patients, "Do you know the meaning
of the emblem of the serpent on the pole?". Many had no clue. So our friend told
them the story of Moses and the Israelites in the desert and the gospel story of
Jesus being lifted up on the cross.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing word. The initials of your answers spell out two words from
the story.

1. I am the that healeth thee. Exodus 15:26.

2. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may
_____ mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4: 16.

3. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and healing all that were of the devil;
for God was with him. Acts 10:38.

4. Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and thy
word. Psalm 119:17.
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5. And as Moses up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up. John 3:14.

6. Who forgiveth all thine ; who healeth all thy diseases. Psalm
103:3.

7. Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord; for I am weak: 0 Lord heal me; for my bones
are . Psalm 6:2.

8. And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his
____ , and healed him. Luke 22:51.

Saints, like clocks, made up of curious wheels and engines are soon discomposed,
and therefore often want some workman to set them in order again. A good man,
if his friend follow virtue, will be a father to encourage him; if he be full of
doubts, he will be a minister to direct him; if he follow vice, he will be a
magistrate to correct him. Christians must allow one another for their infirmities,
but not in them. G S' k. wmnoc

---e---

MRS. SHEILA HILL

IT is with regret and a sense of loss that we record the death of Mrs. Hill
on 23rd May 2008. Although she had only been a Trustee of the Gospel
Magazine since 1992 she had been actively involved in the work for many
years. Her late husband, the Rev. Gordon Hill, was both a Trustee and
Secretary for a long period. Mrs. Hill ably assisted her husband in his
secretarial duties, writing up the minutes, preparing the envelopes for each
issue, and sundry other tasks. So it was very fitting that she was invited to
become a Trustee - a well deserved recognition.

Sheila was a wonderful helpmeet to her husband, not only in
connection with the Gospel Magazine but also in the long period he
served as rector of Whinburgh, Norfolk. She had the best interests of the
parish at heart and gave unstinted service.

We are thankful for all she was enabled to do in the Lord's service. Our
warmest sympathy goes to the family in their sorrow.

The Rev. Maurice Handford (former Editor)
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• OUR RESURRECTION HOPE •

SERMON preached by the REV. EDWARD J. MALCOLM
at the funeral of Mrs. Sheila Hill, held on 30th May 2008

"Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth

in me shall never die. Believest thou this?"
(John 11:25-26)

THESE words, which form the opening of the Prayer Book burial service, were
spoken on an occasion much like this. Sickness had led to death, death to a
funeral, and all to the bereavement of those who remained, At this time a group
of visitors come, Jesus and His disciples. Martha meets Jesus quietly away from
the fuss, and reproaches Him for not having come sooner. "Lord, if thou hadst
been here, my brother had not died." She immediately follows this with an
affirmation of faith. "But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God,
God will give it thee." She then hears words intended to comfort. "Thy brother
shall rise again." However, they do not bring the comfort she seeks. "I know that
he shall rise again at the resurrection at the last day." Her concern is not for then
but for now. Jesus' reply to her is intended to give that comfort she desires.

For in the first place these words speak of the Christian hope. That hope is of
resurrection and of the life to come. Death is God's curse upon mankind for sin.
It is a curse our Lord Jesus came to take away. The reality of death, in all its pain
and horror, was known to Him. That was why, when He stood before Lazarus's
tomb, we read that "Jesus wept". It was not that He was helpless in the face of
death but rather that He knew the terrible nature of the curse, and He was moved.

Our Lord's words tell us He is the one who will lift the curse. "I am the
resurrection and the life." This is a bold claim to make. Yet the miracles of Jesus
showed His authority, and demonstrated the essentially trustworthy nature of His
words. He is to be believed because He alone can show His power. Sadly people
have always tended to miss the point. When Jesus fed five thousand people from
such a meagre meal the crowds followed him. They did so because they had
eaten and were filled, not because they had seen the sign and understood
its significance. That is the way of people, with hearts hardened and eyes blinded
by sin.

The power of our Lord over death is real. "He that believeth on me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live." Here is hope! Those who have faith in Jesus Christ
are assured life! This is what people want more than anything, to know that death
is not the end. In Jesus it is not.

What sort of life will the faithful have? "He that liveth and believeth on me
shall never die." The life that Jesus gives is not temporary or limited, but eternal.
Between the life we now live and the life we shall live stands one thing; the
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resurrection. That is the moment when we shall be granted that new, eternal life.
And it is for all who trust in Jesus Christ.

For our Lord asked a question after these words of comfort. He asked Martha
"Believest thou this?" This is the vital question. Unless we believe Jesus we have
no ground of hope for that eternal life. Why is faith so important? Because of who
Jesus is. Martha's reply explains. "Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the
Son of God, which should come into the world." Martha understood that Jesus is
the promised Messiah, the King of Israel. Like every good king He cares for His
people. Unlike any other king this one has power to grant eternal life to them. We
must trust the King, put our faith in him, and live in obedience to His laws.

So when we hear the words" ... in sure and certain hope of the resurrection to
eternal life" spoken at the grave-side we know that we have the most sure and
certain warrant of Scripture, of the testimony of the Lord Jesus Himself; that this
is so for all who believe. Believest thou this?

---e---

• "My HOPE IS IN THEE" •
(Psalm 39:7)

STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds.)

WHY is David, the king of Israel, so sad? Because of his deep sorrow. What is the
cause of this sorrow? His sin for which God had disciplined him. He knew better
than to argue with God, so he remains silent (verses 2, 9-10).

David's concern
David thinks carefully about his actions and controls his tongue. He takes special
care when unbelievers are near, so as not to give them excuses for not believing.
He is concerned to do nothing that would dishonour his God (verse 1). In pain,
some people become resentful and bitter, so that they grumble against God and
complain about their family or carers.

The words "take heed" in verse 1 mean to guard and suggest soldiers defending
a city. The word "bridle" in verse 1 brings to mind an untrained horse. David
knows the damage that results from a bad attitude and from angry or hasty words.
James says that one word, like a spark, can set a forest on fire. He also says that
it is easier to train horses than to tame the tongue (James 3:2-3, 5).

David's compulsion
David cannot keep quiet forever. Spurgeon captures the scene in his comments on
verse 3. "His volcanic soul was tossed with an inward ocean of fire, and heaved
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to and fro with a mental earthquake; an eruption was imminent, the burning lava
must pour forth in a fiery stream." What thoughts erupted from David's heart?

1. Life is short (verses 4-6)

Why should we think about the brevity of life? And why think about the end of
our days on earth? So that we might use our time more wisely and so that we
might think about eternity. Am I ready to die? I am only ready to die if I am
trusting in Christ alone for salvation.

Look at the illustrations David uses as he considers that life is short. He says
that it is like a "handbreadth" - that is the length of four fingers (verse 5). Life is
also "vanity" - that is like a puff of smoke (verse 5, compare James 4:14). Then
he compares life to "a vain show" - a pantomime that is soon finished. Life
without God is so empty (verse 6).

2. We are frail (verse 4)

From the moment of birth, we begin to die. As we grow older, physical strength
declines. For some the mind becomes confused. As life goes on, so time seems to
go faster. How short a year seems! It is comforting to know that God's love never
decays or changes. He delights to give strength to the weak. We ought to recall
that each year brings us nearer to heaven or nearer to hell.

3. Riches cannot prolong life nor can you take them beyond death

Look at the end of verse 6. Riches - or the lack of them - will not matter when
death knocks at the door. Do you have treasure in heaven? You do, if you know
Christ as your Saviour.

David's confidence

Does David feel depressed when he thinks about the shortness of life and his own
frailty? Does David, a rich king, make a god of his possessions? No! What then
does he do?

1. David places his confidence in God

He writes in verse 7, "And now, Lord, what wait I for? My hope is in Thee".
Biblical hope is different from our idea of hope; it means "patient expectancy"
and it comes from the Lord. To be more precise, He Himself is our hope: "My
hope is in Thee." Why should David - and ourselves - trust the Lord? Because
He wears the crown. The title "Lord" in verse 7 indicates that God is the
King who rules the universe. He is the king who wisely plans what is best for
you. No one, or no event, can stop Him fulfilling His plans or cause Him to break
His promises.

Another reason to trust God comes in the word "LORD" in verses 4 and 12.
God is Jehovah, the "I AM THAT I AM", who spoke to Moses from the burning
bush. What did he say to Moses? "I have surely seen the affliction of my people,
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which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I
know their sorrow. And I am come down to deliver them from the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them into a land flowing with milk and honey.... Come
now, therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayst being forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt" (Exodus 3:7-9, 14). Jehovah hears our
cries and knows our sorrows. He is able to give us daily strength to endure our
trials. He mayor may not deliver us in this life, but He will certainly take us one
day from the sorrows of this world into the splendour of heaven. Then He will
wipe all tears from our eyes. The Lord wears the crown and cares for you;
therefore, He will never let you down. He cannot fail you. You will never regret
that you put your confidence in Him.

2. David asks God for forgiveness
David prays, "Deliver me from all my transgressions" (verse 8). In verses 9-11,
he talks about God's discipline. Why should God discipline David? Because of
his "transgressions" - the word means to break God's laws. Will God forgive
David? David says, "My hope is in Thee", because he knows that God will pardon
all his sins. In Psalm 22, David tells us why the holy God forgives sinners. Christ
died in the place of sinners. He took the punishment that we deserve.

3. David desires God's presence
In verse 12, David feels that God is treating him like a guest instead of a son. You
do not treat the guest in the same way as you treat one of your children. In verse

. 13, David feels like a child whose father has caught him being naughty. The father
gives him a look of disappointment and disapproval. David longs for God, his
Father, to hug him again. He longs for God's approving smile. Will God welcome
David back into the family? David says, "My hope is in Thee", because he knows
that God delights to welcome His prodigal children back home. The Father's
smile brings new peace and joy (verse 13). We, like David, should have confidence
in God, ask for His forgiveness and desire His presence every day of our lives on
earth, whether our time left here is short or long.

---e---

• CHARACTERS AND CHALLENGES
IN PILGRIM'S PROGRESS •

PETER MURCOTT (Isle of Man)

IT is difficult to conceive the political and social turmoil of John Bunyan's
lifetime. Born in 1628, he lived through the Civil War of the 1640s, the
Commonwealth of the 1650s, when he was converted, to Charles II's restoration
in 1660, and died in 1688, the year of the revolution against James II.
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These matters have been well-documented by others, as has Bunyan's
imprisonment between 1660 and 1672, and in 1675, without which the Pilgrim's
Progress would probably never have been written. l What is less well-known is
that he read remarkably few books other than the Bible. In fact, the sum total of
his literary studies before writing the Pilgrim's Progress was Foxe's Book of
Martyrs, Luther on Galatians, two volumes of the Plain Man's Pathway to
Heaven, and the Practice ofPiety.2

. Worse and Worse

He joined Cromwell's army at the age of seventeen, and was one of the besiegers
of Leicester. As he was about to set off on service, another soldier took his place,
and was shot dead. Bunyan later recorded that here were judgments and mercy;
though, at the time, far from awakening him to his sinful state, he grew worse.

In his reflective moments, he realised his condition; yet this did not prevent him
from cursing and swearing - so that eyen other men were taken aback. His
moment of truth came when he met with three Christian women, to whom he told
his troubles. In turn, they spoke to their Pastor, Mr. Gifford, about him. It is
thought that he is represented as Evangelist in the Pilgrim's Progress, whilst the
three women are Prudence, Piety and Charity at the Palace Beautiful.

This illustrates a great gospel truth: that where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.3 Why did the sin1ess Son of God humble Himself, and seek out
sinners, such as John Bunyan, you and me?

"0 'twas love, 'twas wondrous love!
The love of God to me;
It brought my Saviour from above,
To die on Calvary."4

With these things in mind, let us consider some characters and challenges in
the Pilgrim's Progress.We shall not attempt to retell the story; it is far better to
read it for yourself. Within these pages, we shall look at just a couple of the
characters whom Christian met, and at two of the challenges he faced. Before
doing so, one further point should be noted: throughout the book, the good and
bad characters and places are recognisable by their names. That was the literary
style of the age, with which Bunyan's readers would have been familiar.

THE PILGRIMAGE BEGINS

Christian left the City of Destruction, acting on Evangelist's directions, for the
Wicket-Gate where he would receive further instructions. At this point, we might
reflect that "pilgrimage", in its true Christian sense, means following the One
True Way,5 and, as the Apostle John puts it, walking in the truth.6 That, of course,
means turning to Christ for salvation, and living in accordance with His Word and
ways, as perfectly revealed by Him.
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Before setting out, the Pilgrim's name had been Graceless; but when he met
Evangelist at the City of Destruction, he was re-named Christian, and was told to
flee from the wrath to come.? He bore an intolerable burden on his back, being a
very picturesque way of describing his conviction of sin. This arose from reading
the Bible - a matter about which Worldly Wiseman later chided him. His burden
weighed him down so heavily that he sank into the mire of the Slough of
Despond, having fallen into it very early in his pilgrimage. Pliable, who had
accompanied him thus far, also fell in; but not having any burden on his back, was
able to scramble to safety, and hurried back home.

Wherefore Christian was left to stumble in the Slough of Despond alone
... but could not get out, because of the burden on his back. But I beheld,
in my dream, that a man came to him, whose name was Help.

1. HELP

Bunyan's characters have a biblical basis. The kindly person who pulled Christian
from the Slough of Despond is traceable to Paul's comment in 1 Corinthians
12:28 about "Helps". No one now can say for sure what function these people
fulfilled in biblical times. Several people have made inspired guesses; but rather
than discuss them, let us concentrate upon Help's response.

He didn't pull Christian out immediately; but asked him what he was doing
there, and why he hadn't looked for the steps, which represent God's promises. It
is interesting that some adaptations of the Pilgrim s Progress portray this
conversation as taking place after Help had pulled Christian out of the Slough.
Maybe they think that this would be the more appropriate order. Yet we would
notice that the angels at the tomb after Christ's resurrection first of all asked Mary
to state her case, saying: "Woman, why weepest thou?"8

Fear

Christian's response is very illuminating: "Fear followed me so hard, that I fled
the next way, and fell in. " What was this fear? It is common enough amongst the
newly awakened - it is the fear that salvation's promises are not for them.

Help then explained to Christian how certain steps had been placed in the
middle of the Slough, but that they are often missed either through a change in the
weather, or through the pilgrims' dizziness. In a marginal note to the original text,
Bunyan indicates that the steps are intended to represent "the promises of
forgiveness and acceptance to life by faith in Christ".9

Help's intervention was crucial. Without it, Christian would have been unable
to proceed, and unable to retrace his steps. So it is that we see God's grace
reaching forth to rescue seekers after truth from the consequences of their own
folly. As God declared to Israel long ago, so He still says to us today: "Thou hast
destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help." 10
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2. WORLDLY WISEMAN

Our next character is Worldly Wiseman. All Christians can expect to meet him at
some time or other; though they might not always recognise him. He is the first
to denounce Gospel preaching as indoctrination, and Gospel calls as harassment;
but he makes no apology about promoting his own creed.

Not long after Christian had left the Slough of Despond, he was walking alone
when he saw someone approaching him - none other than Worldly Wiseman.
Noticing that Christian was weary, he lost no time in launching into an attack:
"How now, good fellow; whither away after this burdened manner?"

Counterfeit concern
He knew the reason, of oourse; but, like Help, he invited Christian to state his
case. This should surprise no one. The counterfeiter always imitates anything that
he considers valuable. Unfortunately Christian fell for it, and poured out his soul
to him:

A burdened manner indeed, as ever, I think, poor creature had! And
whereas you ask me, Whither away? I tell you, sir, I am going to yonder
Wicket-gate before me; for there, as I am informed, I shall be put into a way
to be rid of my heavy burden.

I

Now Worldly Wiseman saw that guile was needed. To have ridiculed the reality
of the burden would have been plain silly, given that Christian was crushed
beneath its weight - so he expressed sympathy and understanding. Having thus
won Christian's confidence, he proceeded to pour scorn upon Evangelist's advice,
and interestingly in the process gave him a warning about taking advice from
strangers. The irony escaped Christian's notice, making him all the more
vulnerable, as Worldly Wiseman tried to detach Christian from the Bible.

Worldly Wiseman: How camest thou by thy burden atfirst?

Christian: By reading this book in my hand.

Worldly Wiseman: I thought so; and so it has happened unto thee as to
other weak men, who, meddling with things too high for them, do suddenly
fall into distractions; which distractions do not only unman men . .. but
they run them upon desperate ventures, to obtain they know not what.

Notice how Worldly Wiseman dealt out the age-old myth that being a Christian
is somehow unmanly, when the opposite is true. Sadly, that piece of deception is
still around. Having gained Christian's confidence, Worldly Wiseman then told
him of a quicker, easier and safer way to rid himself of the burden, by visiting Mr.
Legality. He could then live out his days in peace and comfort, along with his
family, in the Village of Morality. Christian was no match for Worldly Wiseman's
wiles; and he complied with his advice with remarkable readiness, saying: "If this
be true what this gentleman has said, my wisest course is to follow his advice. "
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So Christian turned out of his way to go to Mr. Legalitys house for help:
but, behold, when he was got now hard by the hill, it seemed so high, and
also that the side of it that was next the wayside did hang so much over,
that Christian was afraid to venture further, lest the hill should fall on
his head. ... Also his burden now seemed heavier to him than when he was
in the way. There came also flashes of fire out of the hill, that made
Christian afraid that he should be burnt; 11 here, therefore, he did sweat and
quake for fear.

Providentially, Evangelist appeared, and resolved the dilemma. Christian
received a stern rebuke at being so easily turned away from the cross. Rebukes
should contain a grain more sugar than salt; and his words were well seasoned
with grace,12 in that when Christian fell down at his feet, he caught him by the
right hand, saying: "All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto
men."13 "Be not faithless, but believing."14

TWO CHALLENGES OF FAITH

1. The lions in the way
Proverbs says "The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold
as a lion" .15 But what happens to the righteous when, metaphorically speaking,
they meet lions in the way? It is then that their faith is tested. Such a test awaited
Christian as he approached the Palace Beautiful; but first here is a brief outline of
the journey after his encounter with Worldly Wiseman.

He turned neither to the right nor the left, but kept his eyes fixed on the way
ahead until he reached the Wicket Gate,16 where he was welcomed by Good-Will.
The name is well chosen, reminding us that salvation is of the Lord: 17 that sinners
are saved through God's good will.

Good-will directed Christian as to the way forward, being straight and narrow.
This led him to Interpreter's House, where he was taught many things. From there
he proceeded along the way of Salvation, fenced by the walls on either side, to the
cross where his burden rolled away into a sepulchre, to be seen no more. It was
there that Three Shining Ones appeared. The first told him his sins were forgiven.
The second exchanged his rags for new clothes. The third set a mark on his
forehead, and gave him a roll with a seal on it, to present at the Celestial Gate.

Pause awhile, reader, and ponder the scene. Bunyan provides several
supporting texts that could be very profitably meditated upon: Isaiah 26: 1;
Zechariah 12:10; Mark 2:5; Zechariah 3:4; Ephesians 1:13.

After a brief encounter with Formalist and Hypocrisy, Christian reached Hill
Difficulty, where he rested halfway up its slopes. Unfortunately, he overslept, and
temporarily lost his roll. It was beyond there that he met the lions, just before the
Palace Beautiful. He had already been warned about them by Mistrust and
Timorous, who hurried back the way they had come. 18 It was there that Christian
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faced his first real test of faith, since the lions were in concealed chains.
Mercifully, the porter at the Palace beautiful, called Watchful, spotted him. Telling
him of the chains, he urged him to have faith and to keep to the middle of the path.

Then I saw that he went on, trembling for fear of the lions, but taking good
heed to the directions of the porter; he heard them roar, but they did him
no harm. ...

Interestingly, later in the pilgrimage, when Christian met Faithful and
recounted-the incident, Faithful told him that, as he passed the Palace Beautiful,
the lions were asleep. This speaks for itself.

"If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strength is small," says Proverbs.19

What is the purpose of faith if it can never be tested, since faith is not intended
for display purposes only? The Lord Himself said: " ... when the Son of man
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" 20 That's a soul searching question for
each to answer.

Before Christian left the Palace Beautiful, he was taken to the armoury, where
he was provided with the whole armour of God: the breastplate of righteousness;
shoes of the preparation of the gospel of peace, which would not wear out; the
shield of faith, to quenc9 all the fiery darts of the wicked one; the helmet of
salvation; and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.21 Without
these, he would have been easy meat for the hideous foe whom he met in the
Valley of Humiliation.

2. An even more formidable lion - Apollyon

Then I saw in my dream, that these good companions [Discretion, Piety,
Charity and Prudence], when Christian was got down to the bottom of the
hill, gave him a loafofbread, a bottle ofwine, and a cluster of raisins; and
he went on his way.

But now, in this Valley ofHumiliation, poor Christian was hard put to it. He
had gone but a little way before he espied a foul fiend coming over the field
to meet him; his name is Apollyon.

Apollyon was furious that Christian should have abandoned his service for the
pilgrimage, and was determined to put him to death. In this he failed, because of
Christian's maturing faith and his full use of the whole armour of God. The
encounter is told very graphically in the Pilgrim's Progress; and from it many
lessons can be drawn.

For our purposes, let us confine ourselves to the dialogue that preceded the
battle, selecting certain portions. Having established that Christian had abandoned
his service for another, Apollyon's first tactic was to draw attention to those who
make a profession of faith and then draw back:

Christian: But I have let myselfto another, even to the King ofprinces; and
how can I with fairness go back to thee?
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Apollyon: Thou has done in this according to the proverb "changed a bad
for a worse": but it is ordinary for those that have professed themselves his
servants, after a while to give him the slip, and return again to me. Do thou
so too, and all shall be well.

In this, we might recall God's Word: "Now the just shall live by faith: but if any
man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him." 22 It is a sobering thought.
The second line of attack was counterfeit mercy:

Christian: I have given him my faith, and sworn my allegiance to him; how,
then, can I go back from this, and not be hanged as a traitor?

Apollyon: Thou didst the same to me, and yet I am willing to pass by all, if
now thou wilt yet turn and go back.

Christian's response was twofold: he had entered the devil's service at a time
when he knew no better. Yet Christ had not only pardoned him, but had absolved
him of everything that he had done. Moreover, Christian liked the conditions
under which he now lived - a point which Apollyon leapt upon later, by laying
bare his shortcomings:

Apollyon: Thou didst faint at first setting out, when thou wast almost
choked in the GulfofDespond. Thou didst attempt wrong ways to be rid of
thy burden; whereas thou shouldest have stayed till thy Prince had taken it
off. Thou didst sinfully sleep, and lose thy choice things. Thou wast also
almost persuaded to go back at the sight ofthe lions. And when thou talkest
of thy journey, and of what thou hast seen and heard, thou art inwardly
desirous of vain-glory in all that thou sayest or doest.

Have you been there, believer? Have you felt the accuser bearing down upon
you with your sins and shortcomings? There's not a follower of Christ who has
not failed to live up to his or her profession. Maybe you have backslidden. Then
take with you words, and turn to the Lord: say unto him, "Take away all iniquity,
and receive us graciously: so will we render the calves [or "fruit"] of our lips."23
Hosea spoke those words to Israel some two and a half millennia ago; yet God's
grace has not changed. As John Newton wrote:

"Bowed down beneath a load of sin,
By Satan sorely pressed,
By war without, and fears within,
I come to Thee for rest.

Be Thou my shield and hiding-place,
That sheltered by Thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face,
And tell him Thou hast died." 24
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Christian eventually reached the Eternal City, and later his wife and children
joined him. Their story is told in Christlana. Before closing, the writer of this
short article will engage in a brief imitation of Bunyan's work. It will inevitably
be very inferior. It concerns a modern opponent of all things Christian, called:

POLITICALLY CORRECT

And I saw in my dream that Fearful, and his companion, Encouragement, had
reached the stile at Bypath Meadow. Much had changed since Christian first
passed that way. Doubting Castle had doubled in size, over-looking the new City
of Confusion. Yet despite this startling increase in accommodation, there was a
severe housing shortage, due to the growing number of pilgrims wandering out of
the way of understanding.25

Along one of the many paths to Confusion, laid by Pluralist, there hurried
Politically Correct, a direct descendant of Giant Despair. He hailed the pilgrims:
"Greetings, faith seekers. Women and men have made great herstorical progress
in their pilgrimage to personhood and personalist thinking."

"Man, that's strange talk!" exclaimed Encouragement. Politically Correct
looked shocked; yet, regaining his composure, he continued: "See the paths of
personallibermion. Each is a Way of Equal Validity."

Casting a bewildered glance across the meadow, Fearful saw a moral maze,
teeming with pilgrims, totally oblivious of their danger. The scene filled him with
both fascination and dread. Sensing this, Politically Correct fixed his steely gaze
upon him: "You would like to change persons' hearts by imposing your Christian
views upon them. In our Way of Equal Validity, we do no such thing: we simply
change their vocabulary."

"Steady, man!" intervened Encouragement. (Politically Correct gulped.)
"Fearful merely proclaims the truth."

"What is truth?"26 snapped Politically Correct." Free persons of their religious
prejudices, and then they will celebrate what is correct. Besides," he added,
darkly, "you need to consider your position. Haven't you noticed how our views
are gaining ground? Many faith leaders are abandoning their exclusivism.27 Soon
you will be alone!"Feeling overwhelmed, Fearful would have leapt over the stile
had not Encouragement restrained him: "We are troubled on every side, yet not
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair. "28 And having thus put
Politically Correct to flight,29 Fearful and Encouragement continued along the
King's Highway, the one and only true way to the Eternal City.

--e--

NOTES

1. The Pilgrim sProgress was written in jail in 1675, and was published in 1678.
2. Though he wrote about 60 books in all, including the Holy War.

3. Romans 5:20b.
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4. Martha Matilda Stockton, 1821-85. This is the chorus to "God loved the world of sinners lost".

5. John 14:6.

6. See 2 John 4 and 3 John 4.

7. To "flee from the wrath to come" requires a specific warning (Matthew 3:7b).

8. John 20:13.

9. Isaiah 55:7: "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon."
Romans 10:9: "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." Romans 10:13: "For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

10. Hosea 13:9.

11. Exodus 19:16-18; Hebrews 12:21.

12. See Colossians 4:6.

13. Matthew 12:31a.

14. John 20:27b.

15. Proverbs 28: 13.

16. See Psalm 3:8, 37:39 and Jonah 2:9b.

17. See Proverbs 4:25-27.

18. Based on Proverbs 26:13.

19. Proverbs 24:10.

20. Luke 18:8.

21. Ephesians 6:11-18.

22. Hebrews 10:38.

23. Hosea 14:2.

24. "Approach my soul, the mercy seat", verses 3 and 4.

25. Proverbs 21:16.

26. John 18:38a.

27. "Exclusivism" is a modern term, used to cast doubts upon the biblical doctrine that Christ alone can
save, despite texts such as John 14:6 and Acts 4: 12, both of which exclude all other possibilities. The
world "exclusivism" creates the impression that one is excluding people from heaven. Nothing could
be more misleading.

28. 2 Corinthians 4:8.

29. See James 4:7.

---e---

• STAND FAST •

MAURICE HANDFORD

ONE of the apostle Paul's frequent injunctions was "stand fast". He knew that this
is one of the hardest things to do. His call was never more needed than at the
present time when change is the order of the day and when so many lightly regard
revealed truth. We note three apostolic calls to stand fast.
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1. Stand fast in the Lord (Philippians 4:1)

We are to watch continually lest, through our carelessness or neglect, the devil
succeeds in tripping us up. Our only hope of stability is in union with the Lord our
Rock. The psalmist knew this well:

"He only my salvation is,
And my strong Rock is He,
He only is my sure defence,
I shall not moved be."

Psalm 62:2 (metrical)

One of the hardest things to do is to stand fast. It is easier to mount up with
wings than to walk the beaten path. For the Christian there must be no going back,
no yielding to the pressure of circumstances, but rather, a quiet and resolute
holding of our ground. This note runs throughout Paul's writings: for instance, he
urges his friends at Ephesus, "having done all ... stand". This he considered to
be of supreme importance.

Daniel, amid all the pressures of high responsible office in a heathen court,
knew what it was to stand fast. He did not swerve from loyalty to God or from his
well-established principles, and had great tenacity of purpose. It is said of Daniel
that "he continued" - this is an apt summary of his life and work; in other words,
he stood fast.

We shall not stand fast in our own strength, but only "in the Lord". We need to
maintain a close walk with the Lord if we desire to be unmoved.

2. Stand fast in Christian Liberty (Galatians 5:1)
Paul was keenly alert to safeguard the faith once delivered to the saints, and he
was well aware of the subtleties of Satan. There were some in Galatia who were
teaching the necessity of submitting to Jewish ordinances. Paul says such teaching
denies the vital truth of the all-sufficiency of Christ for salvation. All down the
subsequent centuries there have always been those who have been ready to add to
the Gospel in one form or another, and so to distort the faith.

Under the Gospel we have been brought into a state of spiritual liberty. We owe
this entirely to the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We must beware of adding
anything to Christ. Augustus Toplady was right when he taught us to sing:

"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling ...
Thou must save, and Thou alone."

Evangelicals have always gloried in the finished work of Christ, and this has
been at the heart of the great ministries of the past which God has been pleased to
own and bless. How thankful we should be for the unambiguous statement of the
Reformers, "Who made there by His one oblation of Himself once offered, a full,
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perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole
world". We need to be on our guard lest such a rich statement of truth be filched
from us in days when compromise abounds.

3. Stand fast in the Faith (l Corinthians 16:13)
Here is the apostle's last word to the Corinthian church. They needed this stirring
exhortation for they were anything but a perfect church. There were among them
false teachers who handled the Word of God deceitfully. There were lapses in
morals amongst some of those who were in fellowship. There were irregularities
even in the administration of the Lord's Supper. Throughout this long epistle Paul
has dealt with the situation at Corinth systematically, and lovingly as a father
deals with his children. He has discharged his own commission with untiring
vigour, being set for the defence of the Gospel; now he urges them to take up the
same fight. "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." This
is the kind of command that an officer gives to his troops in the day of battle. We
need to be reminded that we are engaged in a perpetual warfare and that Satan
never observes an armistice. The devil's purpose is plainly to tamper with the faith
of the Gospel. It is his avowed aim and intent. It is, then, our plain duty to stand
fast, to refuse to be moved, and earnestly to contend for the faith. We should as
never before treasure our convictions and hold them fast.

"Stand then in His great might,
With all His strength endued;
And take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God."

---e---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P. KIN G (H a i Ish a m )

Chapter 4
STIR YOURSELF - DANGER IS NEAR! .

WE are now into the difficult area of visions. This chapter is not easy to read, so
I will proceed in small blocks of verses. Please remember Ezekiel is not a
contortionist, but a preacher, seeing things he must afterwards tell the people.

1. The clay tablet. The prophet is told to take a clay tile, and draw on it a plan
of Jerusalem under siege. The mound of earth was used in those days to get
soldiers to the top of the walled city, and the battering ram to break down the
doors. "Trouble is ahead," says God.
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2. Consequences of disorder. It appears the prophet is asked to perform some
strange contortion, but it is unlikely he physically laid on one side and then the
other. The picture is bearing the punishment of sin, and the days 390+40 add up
to 430 - the number of years the Israelites spent in Egypt (Exodus 12:40-41). The
time in Goshan was considered by Israel as the worst time in their national history,
and is used here to get through to the exiles that years of disobedience in Judah
and Jerusalem will have their consequences in Babylon. The people thought they
·would soon be going home, but Ezekiel is telling them it's going to be a long haul.

3. Difficult days ahead. The content of the bread clearly shows this is a vision,
because to make bread that way was against Moses' commands. The prophet is
using history (Egypt) to warn of future judgement. The people suffered in Egypt
and will do so in Babylon. To eat anything unclean would be abomination to the
Jews, yet here in Gentile territory (Babylon) "the children of Israel eat defiled
bread" (verse 13).

Lessons to learn
(a) Sin will receive a just reward. The great city of Jerusalem, which seemed

so safe, would one day be razed to the ground. "For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also," said our Lord. The Jews regarded Jerusalem
as the centre of the world, and some Christians hold on to riches as if they
will save them!

(b) The faithful servant will recall the past to warn about the future. There are
many examples in Scripture to warn the people of today. "Remember Lot's
wife," as an example of disobedience.

(c) Pastors will have unpleasant tasks, but must not shrink from preaching the
whole counsel of God. However the loving heart is more likely to succeed
than the harsh rod.

(d) Ezekiel never forgot he was a Jew among Jews. A preacher, who forgets he
is also a sinner [part of the church, not over it], will not be able to attract
the attention or gain the confidence of his congregation.

(e) Our Lord is the greatest example of compassion, because He Himself has
suffered like we have, but without sin. "Come unto me," He says, "and I
will give you rest."

Remember, your enemy is like a roaring lion, seeking whom he can devour!

There is a room at Rome that is filled with the busts of the emperors. I have
looked at their heads; they look like a collection of prize-fighters and murderers.
Brutal passions and cruel thoughts deprived the lords of Rome of all chance of
joy. Turn now to the poor hunted Christians, and read the inscriptions left by them
in the catacombs; they are so calm and peaceful, that they say instinctively, "A
joyous people were wont to gather here". C. H. Spurgeon
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• JOHN MILTON •

THE EDITOR

THE poet John Milton lived from 1608 to 1674, this year being the four
hundredth anniversary of his birth. He was also a controversialist, a Londoner by
birth and death, who after education at St. Paul's School, and Christ's College,
Cambridge, abandoned his intention of ordination in the Church of England
because of the "tyrrany" of Archbishop Laud. From his father's estates in
Buckinghamshire he devoted himself to literature. His writing and poetry are very
fine, and his fame deserved.

Lycidas was a sharp satire on the corrupt clergy, containing the lines -

"Enow [enough] of such as, for their bellies sake,
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold!
Of other care they little reckoning make
Than how to scramble at the shearers' feast,
And shove away the worthy bidden guest."

He quotes Hugh Latimer's famous line later in the poem, 

"The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed."

He became a Presbyterian and wrote The Reason ofChurch Government Urged
Against Prelacy. He later sharply criticized the Presbyterian members of the Long
Parliament, who attempted,

"To force our consciences that Christ set free.
And ride us with a Classic Hierarchy,
Taught ye by mere A.S. and Rutherford?"

... ending his poem,

"When they shall read this clearly in your charge:
New Presbyter is but old Priest writ large."

He left a treatise published after his death called De Doctrina Christiana in
which he denied the Trinity being co-equal, and Creation ex nihilo, or from
nothing, saying that matter is inherent in God.

He was a supporter of the execution of the King, writing a masterly defence of
Britain in 1651 which was acclaimed across Europe. He admired Cromwell and
accepted the government post of Secretary of Foreign Tongues, but disagreed with
Cromwelllater over the disestablishment of the Church. "Foreign tongues", by
the way, mainly involved Latin, the then language of diplomacy. He was
imprisoned under the restored monarchy for a while as he worked all-out to stop
the King's return, having written earlier,
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"Cromwell, our chief of men, who through a cloud
Not of war only, but detractions rude,
Guided by faith and matchless fortitude,
To peace and truth thy glorious way has ploughed,
And on the neck of crowned Fortune proud
Hast reared God's trophies, and His work pursued."

... and on the earlier execution of the king,

"There can be slain
No sacrifice to God more acceptable
Than an unjust and wicked king."

He wrote admirable sonnets which echo down the centuries. One was,

On the Late Massacre in Piedmont
"Avenge, 0 Lord, Thy slaughtered saints, whose bones

Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold;
Even them who kept Thy truth so pure of old,
When all our fathers worshipped stocks and stones,
Forget not: in Thy book record their groans
Who were Thy sheep, and in their ancient fold
Slain by the bloody Piemontese, that rolled
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans
The vales redoubled to the hills, and they
To heaven. Their martyred blood and ashes sow
O'er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway
The triple Tyrant; that from these may grow
A hundredfold, who having learned Thy way,
Early may fly the Babylonian woe."

He lost his eyesight in 1652 and wrote in a way that has helped thousands since,

On his Blindness
"When I consider how my light is spent

Ere half my days in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest He returning chide,
"Doth God extract day-labour, light denied?"
I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent
That murmur, soon replies, "God doth not need
Either man's work or His own gifts. Who best
Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him best. His state
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Is kingly: thousands at His bidding speed,
And post o'er land and ocean without rest;
They also serve who only stand and wait."

The impression this long-haired Puritan leaves on us, is of admiration for the
sovereign way God distributes His wonderful gifts, and of the way He sees fit to
withdraw the gift of sight at the height of Milton's great powers. Here is a man
who was known of God but, it seems, never brought every thought into captivity
to Christ. We could hardly judge another for that if we are honest.

It is not difficult to see why few will pay tribute on this his four hundredth
anniversary. Blessed be God who gave us this genius, this individualist, this
no-party man.

---e---

• THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
TO 1836 •

Supplied by J. E. NORTH

GIVE unto the Lord, 0 ye His saints, glory and strength; give equal ascriptions to
the Uncreated Son of the Father, and to the Holy Spirit, for that everlasting
Covenant, entered into by the Triune Jehovah, unalterably the same; and enrolled
in heaven. Rejoice in the Lord, is an apostolic command, and it well becometh the
righteous to make melody in their hearts unto the God of their salvation, that the
inheritance of heaven was unalienably entailed on them, before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever the earth or universe were formed.

LET us then trust in the Covenant of grace, and thank God for it, and believe
in Christ as its Mediator and Trustee, who fulfilled its conditions in our stead, by
obeying perfectly, and dying a sacrifice. Continue to pray to the Lord, the Holy
Spirit to open this covenant to our souls, to shew us our portion in it, and to apply
the blessings of it; and when we come to die, it will be our comfort in the hour of
death, as it was to David.

IN our journey through this world we may then reflect to our comfort, that the
life we live in the flesh, we live by the faith of the Son of God, and that, that life
is inadmissible, which can never be lost. Christ is the way to the kingdom of
heaven to go in by, but never to go out by. Angels indeed fly to and fro from
heaven to earth, and from earth to heaven. The spirits also of departed saints may
also on great occasions quit their glory for a few moments to answer some
important purpose, as Moses and Elijah on the mount of Transfiguration, but a
soul once in heaven shall no more quit it for good: once there, there for ever. Just
men made perfect, who have overcome by the blood of the Lamb and by word of
His testimony, are pillars in the temple of God, and shall no more go out.
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SUCH is the safety of God's elect in time, and in eternity; they are first in their
unregenerate state preserved, and then called and renewed by the Holy Spirit. You
hath He quickened, saith the apostle, who were dead in trespasses and sins, and
God does this freely without receiving any consideration from the sinner so
converted. Ye have sold yourselves for nought, says God, and ye shall be
redeemed without money, without any merit or deserving of your own. The
consequence is, that we are debtors to God, instead of His being debtor to us. The
language of the prophet is the language of all that are born again of God. Thou
Lord wilt ordain peace for us; for Thou hast wrought all our works in us. They
grow in grace, increase in knowledge, and also walk in practical obedience, as a
token of their interest in the favour of God, a proof of their gratitude to Him for
His mercies, as likewise necessary marks of their justification by Christ, as
pledges of submission to His will, and as evidences of their conversion and being
set apart by the Holy Spirit. As rivers derive their origin from the sea, so all the
grace and holiness they possess, flow from the ocean of God's gratuitous love to
them in Christ, which lead to God, and ultimately unite them to Him in glory.

THE above lines contain the lineaments of what we have been dilating upon in
the Gospel Magazine from our early days to an advanced age. They have been
songs of rejoicing to us in the house of our pilgrimage, so as to have alleviated the
burdens of life, in administering a double sweetness to our common comforts, and
at the same time giving us an unclouded prospect into futurity, which constraineth
us to cry out, 0 how great is Thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that
fear Thee. This is our declamation of wonder and praise in time, and will be in the
article of death, and which shall never drop through eternity.

IT is a heart rending consideration to observe, that in holding forth these
principles we have just been rehearsing, which have been done from the first
institution of the Publication in the year 1796, to the present period, they have
been most virulently opposed from various quarters; every impediment has been
thrown in its way to hinder its progress, and to obstruct its advancement. Here a
question may necessarily arise, What for? And by whom? We can truly say on our
part, we have had no sect or party to uphold, nor have our exertions been for
pecuniary gain, indeed we have laboured with our hands, and continue so to do,
rather than make the Gospel amenable. The chief opposition arises, to the stand
we make against the delusiveness of error, in our high places, even in the
sanctuary of God, wherein are buyers and sellers, trafficking with God, and
bargaining with the souls of men. Another inveteracy against us is, for our
exposure of cant, hypocrisy, bigotry, and enthusiasm, to which maybe added, our
holding out beacons, to warn the simple hearted of the flock of Christ to beware
of impostures, men who are seeking only for the fleece, and not the sheep,
because they are hirelings.

NEVERTHELESS, amidst such an host of enemies, this Publication by the good
hand of God upon us, strengthening our efforts, has continued as a miracle. For
here let it be particularly remarked, we have not, nor never had any patronage. We
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are insulated individuals, neither knowing, nor known; moving as it were out of
the world. We have no college, or academic distinctions; no title, or appendages
of Reverend, or of Doctor in Divinity, prefixed or affixed to our names; and yet
wonderful to record, there never was a Periodical of a religious cast, or we believe
any other in the Republic of Letters, conducted for such a lengthened period
of FORTY YEARS, UNDER ONE AND THE SAME INDIVIDUAL. This is a
phenomenon, not easily to be accounted for, that this forlorn fugitive, should be
stamped with such peculiar honour and distinction, above all its cotemporaries,
with their battalions and squadrons of support. Surely we must say, that these
unembellished facts, which we have given, unvarnished to our readers, call upon
us to acknowledge that goodness and mercy have followed us; and to ascribe this
unprecedented extended duration, to the blessing of God over our feeble, though
honest, and industrious labours. He alone knows the sincerity of our motives, who
has graciously bestowed upon us, a principle of integrity, and endowed us with a
disposition, though timid in ourselves, fearlessly to make a stand against the
secret and avowed enemies of our most holy faith, by an unequivocal avowal of
the Gospel of Christ, without dissimulation, holding the mystery of faith, in a
pure conscience.

WE trust our readers will indulge us in thus egotising, nor can it be pleasant in
a writer where self is the topic of conversation; but necessity compels us to speak
of ourselves, more particularly at a time, when a set of unprincipled men, are by
defamation, misrepresentation, and falsehood, endeavouring to sully our fair
reputation, and doing all in their power to disparage this Publication. And as we
know not but this may be our last address, we are desirous to put our motives and
conduct upon RECORD. The cause of truth calls upon us, to be transparent, and to
let our light shine before men, so as to confront the calumny of the slanderer, and
the tongue which speaketh falsehoods.

IF it be not trespassing on our reader's time, we will intrude a few moments on
their patience; it will not be irrelative to the topic we have just been alluding to,
as it has brought to our recollection olden times, and in taking a retrospective
view of a few years past, it will tend in a measure by comparison to shew, the solid
permanency and unrivalled superiority of this Publication.

ABOUT seventy years since the ill-fated Dr. Dodd, who was chaplain to the
king, published what he entitled the Christian Magazine, it lasted if we are rightly
informed, about six years, and then evaporated in smoke. This was followed by
the former Gospel Magazine, under the management of Mr. Gurney, which
disappeared after a few years existence. It was then revived again in the year
1774, with the same title by Mr. Mason, the author of the Divine Treasury, a writer
of enlarged views in the doctrines of grace, and of deep experimental knowledge,
in the divine mysteries of the kingdom of God; after two years continuance he
resigned the Editorship to Mr. Toplady, who only held it for the short space of a
year and a half; his health not permitting him, he relinquished the super
intendence. Mr. Erasmus Middleton, a clergyman, author of the Biographia
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Evangelica, who succeeded to the post, but after four years the publication not
receiving encouragement was again suspended; this temporal demise was in the
year 1781. Mr. De Coetlogon, late Rector of Godston, a clergyman of learning and
talent, as also of great and extensive popularity, launched another bark, named the
Theological Magazine; it kept afloat for about six years, the title then changed to,
the Divine Treasury, when at the end of the second year, the concern was obliged
to be given up. Mr. Timothy Priestley, a dissenting minister, and brother to Dr.
Priestley, followed, as it were in rotation, and started, with the revival of the
former title, the Christian Magazine; it got on for about four years, but lagged
most heavily; at last, a junta took it in hand, and re-named it EVANGELICAL; it
was ushered into the Christian department, by high sounding authority, with the
profundity of the names of several reverends, printed on its title page, which of
course tended to its circulation. Its continuance has been chiefly owing to its
eleemosynary box, and the alluring pretty picture portraits, which adorn its
Publication. It started about two years before us, with its different Editors, and
Sub-editors, all well paid, and well caparisoned, from the widows charity.

IN rehearsing these particulars, we do it as we have before mentioned in order
to shew, the peculiarity and singularity of this Publication, in the face of its
detractors, having no support whatever, but upon the BASIS, of its first origin,
namely "IN DOCTRINE SHEWING UNCORRUPTNESS". In essentials UNITY, in
non essentials LIBERTY!!! Thus we have stood for an unprecedented number
of years, unmovable, amid the battering rams of numberless assailants, from
various quarters.

LET it not be charged upon us, that we are speaking either vauntingly, or
arrogantly, or with a view to take any commendation to ourselves; for, the
recordances here illicited, are plainly to evince, how the Lord will work, by the
most feeblest of means, and the most insignificant instruments, by things that are
not, to bring to nought things that are. Our humble situation has been appointed
to us for FORTY years, under the broad seal of the Master of Assemblies, as
PORTERS, to set at the gates of the citadel, there to recognise those who enter, and
to make out our report accordingly. We are in constant expectation, looking out
for our Lord's coming, indeed, longing for His appearance, in order to give up our
accounts and to take us home to Himself, to be ever with Him. Soon, very soon,
the hand which is now guiding this pen, shall be torpid, and the eyes, perusing
these lines written on paper, shall be closed. We shall then realise in open
meridian glory, the King in His beauty, and be an inhabitant of the land which is
very far off.

FELLOW believer rejoice with us, and take courage, our warfare with the
world, the flesh and the devil will soon be over. We shall no more be annoyed with
a body of sin and death. Nor can we close these lines without noticing, a
dangerous weapon which will speedily cease, now very prevalent, and very much
employed against the people of God, and proceeds considerably more from the
professors of religion, than from the open profane, we mean the scourge of the
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tongue. Under the mask of pretended sanctity, and austerity, this devouring
pestilence which walketh in darkness, lays prostrate many an innocent reputation.
Various are the vehicles, which the poison in question communicates its baneful
influence, and operates with its deadly effects. But fear not, thou man of God;
thou witness for the truth as it is in Jesus: in this critical situation, Christ will
shelter thee from the weapon of slander, and from the arrow that flieth by noon
day. Every tongue that riseth up against thee thy God will condemn, be not
discouraged, for great and impregnable is thy security. A day never to end, will
quickly dawn, when before an assembled world, thy righteousness shall shine as
the sun in the firmament, and thy just dealings shall be open as the noon day.

WE now say farewell to our well beloved friends and correspondents, in
expectation of meeting them in a brighter better world, where the wicked shall
cease from troubling, and the weary be for ever at rest.

To God only wise, to the Eternal Son of the Father, to the Holy Spirit,
proceeding from the Father and the Son, the Enlightener and Comforter of God's
elect, the Three distinct Persons, in one Unity of Essence, of the same substance,
power, and eternity, be ascribed glory, and worship, all might, majesty, and
dominion, to whose blessing we entreat to rest upon our feeble efforts; to whom
also we commit our readers and ourselves, breathing out our fervent petitions, that
our whole spirits, souls, and bodies, may be preserved blameless, unto the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

THE EDITORS

Bagshot, Christmas Eve, 1835

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

Esther. Tyndale Old Testament Commentary. Debra Reid. Inter Varsity Press.
pp. 168, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 644742448.

This first of the new series of the Tyndale Old Testament commentaries, replaces Joyce
Baldwin's Esther. Mrs. Reid is Director of Open learning at Spurgeon's College, and "has been
involved in the publication of a variety of Bible editions and new translations". She uses the
NIY, "due to its Widespread use in churches today". The comments on God's Word are
structured under three heads, "Context, Comment, and Meaning". There is an emphasis on
linguistics. Much background information is contained in the introduction which goes up to
page 55, and also in the Appendix on the Greek text of Esther, and in the additional notes.
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This will keep one abreast of the latest discoveries shedding light on the Bible, and so help
one meditate and preach. It reflects years of thought and study from many sources. There is
a wealth of detail. It is described as "An Introduction and Commentary", and so the
introduction is a bit basic.The "meanings" are what we call "applications" of God's Word, and
can be rather thin and indecisive. It will never replace the old commentators. As students use
this series for exams, quite a bit of "liberal" thinking on Esther is included.

Buy it? Yes, for the Gospel must grip and be relevant. It can become boring for our hearers
unless we read widely. A wise scribe brings forth things new and old, but discerningly. This
valuable and scholarly book could be more discerning. E.M.

A Golden Treasury for the Children of God. C. H. V. Bogatsky. Special new
large print edition, in 12 easy-to-handle booklets. Part I pp 60, paperback. Price of set of 12
£32.00, Obtainable from Mr. John Crowter, Haystacks, Green Lane, Potter Heigham, Norfolk
NR295LP.

The typeface and size are designed for those with failing eyesight. Each booklet consists of
devotional and practical observations on select passages of Scripture.The set covers a whole
year. The method is not to set the verse(s) in context, but to draw out thoughts. E.M.

Help Your Church Grow. Church Survey UK and Ireland. Report reprinted
2008. A Call to the Nation. For Christians to read and share. Report availability.
Download free from www.churchsurvey.co.uk. Order online or send a cheque for £3.50,
payable to the Ecumenical Research Committee at 19 Glenfield Road, Betchworth, Surrey
RH37HR.

The Contents page, headed "Let the people speak", examines why church going is declining in
Britain. The frontispiece is of church buildings for sale. The booklet is composed of extracts
from the many thousands of replies received to the invitation in the 2004 survey, with
comments. The extracts include much criticism of the pulpit ministry, its lack of emphasis on
holiness and judgment, of services, lack of prophetic preaching and pastoral care and visiting,
and voices against theological liberalism and constant demands for money.At the end there is
a response form, and a section on what the Christian Party is and how to join.The Report is
"Distributed in partnership with The Christian Party".

One cannot help noticing the subjects absent from the short extracts from letters received.
They include the versions controversy, although an AV lectern Bible and wooden board of the
Commandments are pictured.Also absent is any word of criticism of either the Ordination of
Women, or Anglo Catholicism's part in t~e decline. Pictures include a candle, a reredos scene
of the last supper, and a full-length crucified Saviour. The Ecumenical Committee includes a
Roman Catholic for "objective integrity".

The opinions expressed are thought by the writers to be the causes of the decline. In fact
they are the symptoms in the main.The real cause is tolerating any idea inimical to the Gospel
in the Church of God. Once tolerated it takes over.These voices are bearing witness to a lack
of church discipline over the last 150 years, and its disastrous effect and bitter fruit.We cannot
stop the devil planting tares, and we are forbidden to pull them up. But the New Testament
refuses toleration of false teachers within the church.
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The Rev. George Hargreaves, leader of the Christian Party, draws a somewhat different
conclusion. He says: "This Report confirms my belief that Christians can no longer sit back.
We must mix our prayers with clearly identifiable service in the political arena, being both salt
and light. It is for this purpose that the Christian Party exists." The covering letter draws
attention to the need for Christians to pray and join in political action in order to call the
nation to repentance. E.M.

Reading the Bible and Praying in Public. Stuart Olyott.The Banner ofTruth Trust.
pp. 22, booklet. £ 1.25. ISBN 978 0 85 15 I 972 2.

Although this small booklet can be read in 20 minutes, the contents are very important and
useful to all who engage in any way in reading the scriptures or praying in public.These regular
acts of worship are familiar and many do not think too seriously about them.

The author stresses the importance of accuracy and expression in public reading in order
to show that the Bible is not like any ordinary book. In addition, the Bible is for all. This being
so, it needs to be read as a message for all who are present.

Public prayer to be done satisfactorily must be done by someone who is qualified to be the
mouthpiece of the congregation.This will be a person who knows the people well- their state
of grace, their joys, their sorrows, etc.

Stuart Olyott travels widely, helping and encouraging especially young and inexperienced
pastors in the UK and Europe. He has pastored churches and was Pastoral Director of
Evangelical Movement ofWales before his semi-retirement in 2007. T.M.B.

The Diary and Journal of David Brainerd. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 769,
hardback. £ 17.00. ISBN 978 0 85151 954 8.

David Brainerd was born in what was then colonial America in 1718 and died aged 29 in 1747.
He was a missionary to the indigenous North American Indians (Red Indians). His Diary
relates his own innermost life, and his Journal is an account of his missionary work.

Although his Diary records his continual ill health and a nature subject to great melancholy
and self-examination, it also tells of many times of prayer bringing spiritual refreshment.These
features form the background to a life of almost incessant travel of some 4,000 miles a year
on horseback or foot; of hard living conditions, often sleeping in the open on the ground, at
least once for several weeks; and of loneliness. On one occasion he wrote, "My spiritual
conflicts were unspeakably dreadful".

His Journal shows that such hardships did not deflect him from his missionary work in
which he met many disappointments, but also notable successes. He found that one of the
greatest barriers to drawing the Indians to Christ was the poor example set by the lives of
some of the nominally Christian white colonists - surely a lesson for our own times too, when
so many strangers observe the conduct of those who call themselves Christians.

Nevertheless his preaching was often attended by great blessing. He writes of "a congre
gation solemnly awed and deeply impressed by the special power and influence of truth
delivered to them in the name of the Lord" (page 83). He was a keen observer of the reactions
of his congregations and more than once remarks on a "spirit of devotion" and the absence of
anything "boisterous or unseemly, nothing that tended to disturb the public worship."
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G.F.H.H.

In his "Reflections", which form a very valuable assessment of David Brainerd's memoirs,
Jonathan Edwards - a close friend - also writes most strongly on the difference in a revival
between things that are superficial and the "inward temper of mind, and the fruits in practice",
saying that they are "as opposite and distant as east and west" (page 315). This also has an
application to some public worship we hear about today.

There is much for the reader to digest in this substantial book, but he will be rewarded by
learning of a young man whose single-mindedness in serving Christ led him to pray, "God
deliver me from clogs [hindrances], fetters and a body of death that might impede my service
for Him."

Hearts and Hands: Volume 4: Chronicles of the Awakening Church:
History Lives. Mindy and Brandon With row. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 221,
paperback. £5.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 288 I.

This book is a very readable introduction to church history between 1700 and 1860. The
approach is through biographies of leading figures in the First and Second Great Awakenings,
supplemented by brief chapters of more general history. Usually an incident or, in one case, a
routine day is chosen and other details of the person's life written around this.

The book is American and, of course, this shows in the spelling. The main lives chosen are
those of Jonathan Edwards, Johann Sebastian Bach, John Wesley,Wilberforce, Carey, Elizabeth
Fry, Liang Fa, the Judsons, Fedelia Fisk, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Beecher Stowe and David
Livingstone. One chapter consists of brief notes on ten other people including Whitefield,
Newton, Shaftesbury and Hudson Taylor.

The book is remarkably informative for such a short, wide-ranging, volume; the enthusiastic
style makes it easy reading. It is written for young people aged 9-14 but older people who
want to know something of our Christian heritage would find it useful and enjoy it - very
good for a church or school library or as a prize. G.D.M.

You'll Go to London: The Autobiography of Lionel Ball. Lionel Ball,
Christian Focus Publications. pp. 153, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 314 7.

A London City Missionary tells his life story.As one would expect it is a lively account of work
among the spiritually needy of London. Lionel Ball came from a tiny Welsh quarrying village
and was converted when he was in the RAF. He joined the LCM and did most of his work in
Covent Garden, the West End theatres and among the police. The book is full of interesting,
and sometimes amusing, incidents. He comes through as being deeply interested in people and
was able to befriend the very poorest on the fringes of society, the ordinary working people,
actors and senior police officers. Above all, he had an ability to talk naturally about spiritual
things to those who were far from God. He was clearly a talented man with a sense of
humour, able to get alongside people and very musical; he would tbrow himself into his work.
His wife and family supported him well,

The book is clearly directed at Christians, easy to read and inspiring; one feels one gets to
know him.The Forward by Bishop Sandy Millar gives a good introduction to Lionel Ball's work.
It would be a good book for a young Christian especially, though most Christian adults would

enjoy it. GD.M.
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James - Wisdom for the Community. Christopher W. Morgan and B. Dale
Ellenburg. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 265, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 335 2.

The letter of James, although in the past controversial, offers clear and straightforward
wisdom for society and the church.This commentary is in the series "Focus on the Bible" and
is an excellent expansion of the hard hitting teaching of our Lord's brother.

After the introduction the context for the letter is explained followed by twelve chapters
dealing with the various subjects under the prefix "Wisdom" and trials; words; patience and
so on.

The last chapter details the theology ofJames setting out the themes covered by the writer.
At the end of each chapter, except the last one, some questions are posed as wisdom to

live by, highlighting the practical nature of the letter.
This is good reading and instruction for the Christian and unbeliever but especially for the

church. Although the lessons taught are difficult to put into practice the outcome of
compliance will be God honouring. P.S.K.

Basic Christianity. New Edition.John Stott.lnter-Varsity Press. pp. 192, paperback. £8.99.
ISBN 978 I 84474 304 9.

This new edition marks the fiftieth anniversary of the original publication in 1958. Bible
quotations are from the NIV or frequently from TNIV (Today's New International Version),
and in advising readers to "use a modern translation", the author says the NIV"is probably
the most accurate revision available in contemporary English" (page 176).

After the opening chapter, headed The RightApproach,John Stott divides the book into four
parts:Who Christ Is;WhatWe Need;What Christ Has Done; How To Respond - each part
having two or three chapters with study questions at the end.The Appendix has extracts from
letters testifying to the impact the book has had on various readers' lives.

Commitment to Christ is stressed throughout the book, of which just one example must
suffice. John Stott says of himself: 'I thank God that He opened my eyes to see that I must do
more than face up to the fact that I needed a Saviour, more even than admit that Jesus Christ
was the Saviour I needed; it was necessary to accept him as my Saviour.'

The whole thrust of this book, drawing widely on both Old and New Testaments, is to
present this need to the reader, and it is recommended for serious study by individuals and
church groups. G.F.H.H.

18 Words - The Most Important Words You Will Ever Know. J. I. Packer.
Christian Focus Publications. pp. 205, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 327 7.

This is a reprint of a volume that was first published in 1981 under the title, God's Words.
Although I read quite a number of books by Jim Packer around that time, this one evidently
passed me by.

Since its first publication Packer has excited controversy both through his controversial
co-operation with Roman Catholics and more recently though his stand against the liberalising
tendency in the Anglican Church in Canada. The republication of this book provides further
evidence that he stands by his evangelical roots.

Packer takes eighteen Biblical words and themes, explores their origins in the Hebrew and
Greek words which they represent in English and expounds the part that they play in God's
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revelation of Himself to us.Appropriately, indeed, Revelation is the first of the eighteen words.
Many of the others also select themselves and Packer provides absorbing insights into such
subjects as the World, Sin and the Devil, justification, Election. However, there are some less
predictable words among those selected and I found two chapters towards the end on
Mortification and Fellowship of particular interest and usefulness.

The first is undoubtedly a neglected subject, possibly, as the writer notes, resulting from
"evangelical recoil form the external ism of traditional Catholic mortification, where the object
of attack seemed to be the physical body rather than indwelling sin in the soul". Packer brings
us back to Paul's injunction to mortify the works of the flesh and recommends John Owen's
writings on indwelling sin and mortification as a powerful corrective.

Fellowship, by contrast, is a subject of which we hear much, but Packer exposes the
superficiality of much that passes for fellowship, reminding us that "Christian fellowship is not
an end in itself" but "is for the sake of fellowship with God."

The final chapter appropriately covers Death and includes a powerful rebuttal of the theory
of conditional immortality.

This is good book for young Christians seeking a more profound understanding of doctrine
and a good refresher course for older hands, provided they can recognise that still they have
much to learn.

A Higher Throne. Evangelicals and Public Theology. Appolos (Inter-Varsity
Press). pp. 20 I, paperback. £ 12.99. ISBN 978 I 84474277 6.

In the "Introduction", Christopher Green (editor) sets out the purpose of the book, and
concludes with: "It is a great privilege for us to be able to dedicate this book to David
Peterson, who devised the format for the Annual School of Theology, and throughout his
principalship insisted on the consistent raising of standards of theological education. He has
been passionate about the idea of Public Theology, and it is a delight to salute him as he
expands our vision of a world ruled by Christ, with 'every nation under heaven' " (Acts 2:5).

The book is divided into five sections, the contributors being Drs.D.Strange, Kitsten Birkett,
D. Field (2) and G. J. Williams.

Mr. Strange introduces his subject, "Evangelical Public Theology - What on Earth - Why on
Earth - How on Earth", as a plea to "get back to basics, to speak up and speak out into the
church and the world. He continues: "many of the participants [Le. in "public theology"] still
seem happy to be fostered by the modern university, while presuppositions are ultimately anti
Christian, what Marsden calls 'established unbelief." His treatment of the subject is largely
"academic" and includes a number of quotations.

"New Living in an Old Creation", by Kirsten Birkett, deals with transformation by the Spirit:
"The Spirit enables these old-creation bodies to perform new creation ethics, or, in
O'Donovan's terms, we have a present anticipation of the final enjoyment through the Spirit.
Without the Spirit we are under the law."

David Field's contribution, "Samuel Rutherford and the Confessionally Christian State",
deals with the idea of uniformity in the Christian State. Many interesting references are given:
"Rutherford has reconstructed for us a platform for the confessional state, the Christian
nation, the establishment of Christianity, the covenanted nation or Christendom". Whether
the Bible supports this view, is, of course, a matter of opinion.
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Mr.Williams's subject is "Gabbatha and Golgotha: Penal Substitutionary Atonement and the
Public Square". Can "the cross" and "politics" become"'friends"? This is an excellent treatment
of the subject.A good number of quotations are supplied.

The final section, by David Field, is entitled "Inescapably Political: Sermon Preached in Oak
Hill Chapel". He states:"AII politicians should be Christians and all Christian politicians should
do the following seven things: give explicit allegiance to Jesus and seek the same for others;
don't be ashamed of the gospel; be patient; live as servants and with integrity; re'member
judgment day; pray and hope for the persecuted church; intercede for rulers:'

Bible quotations are taken largely from the English Standard Version. There is ample
opportunity to exercise the "little grey cells"! D.L.j.

From the Beginning - Recovering a Biblical Perspective of Divorce and
Remarriage. R. j. Hooper. pp. 68, booklet. £3.00 incl. p&p. Obtainable from the author,
8 Prospect Walk, Saltash PLl2 4RG.

Divorce is a difficult subject, especially concerning remarriage after divorce. We are reminded
at the beginning of the booklet of the Lord's words: "Moses because of the hardness of your
hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I say
unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away' doth commit
adultery" (Matthew 19:8-9).

In his introduction the author states, "Weddings have become all the more extravagant and
costly, marriage has been cheapened. Instead of being honourable and precious, something of
value to be cherished (cf. Hebrews 13:4) it has become one more of the many disposable
items in our throw-away age:' He takes the extreme scriptural position stressing that God
hates divorce (Malachi 2: 16) while at the same time he is sensitive to the fact that this is a
controversial subject.

He refers to the early Christian Church maintaining the full scriptural teaching and then to
the early 16th century where the more liberal views of Erasmus (which allowed remarriage
after divorce in some circumstances) which gained acceptance among the Reformers and
were put in credal form in the Westminster Confession of Faith. Then he discusses arguments
used in support of the Erasmic view and gives his answers. He then refers to the nature of
divorce and the Lord's words to the woman taken in adultery, "Go and sin no more".

After referring to the Lord's words in Matthew's Gospel he refers to the corresponding
words in Mark and Luke which do not contain the exception clause and to the consequences
of this, quoting several books and articles. In particular, Prof.Wenham's RemarriageA(ter Divorce
in Today's Church: Three Views - Wenham, Heth and Keener - and concludes, "in Matthew 19:4-6
our Lord Jesus Christ makes a definite, incontrovertible statement forbidding any attempt to
break the "one flesh bond" (page 30).

The author quotes a recent example of an evangelical leader, quoting the Westminster
Confession which declares: "In the case of adultery after marriage, it is lawful for the innocent
party to sue out a divorce: and, after the divorce, to marry another, as if the offending
party were dead" (Chapter XXIV, Art. V) and adds, "But does the Bible teach id" This is our
only authority.
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It is sad to read that a number of churches and denominations allow divorce and remarriage
among their own members. The author makes a good case, although one realises there may
be difficult opinions in hard cases. He refers to preaching of the whole counsel of God which
should include marriage and divorce and adds, "the faithful preacher will preach the doctrine
of God's unconditional and unbreakable covenant of grace with His people as the one true
marriage", thus taking our thoughts to a higher level.

Although not mentioned in the booklet, it could be stated that for centuries it was
impossible to obtain a divorce in England apart from an Act of Parliament or heavy, legal costs.
The floodgates were opened in 1937 with A. P. Herbert's Matrimonial Causes Act, followed by
WW2 and subsequent legislation. D.CR.

THE TEST OF TRUE RELIGION
JOHN NEWTON

What think ye of Christ? is the test,
To try both your state and your scheme,
You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of Him.
As Jesus appears in your view,
As He is beloved or not;
So God is disposed to you,
And mercy or wrath is your lot.

Some take Him a creature to be,
A man, or an Angel at most;
Sure these have not feelings like me,
Nor know themselves wretched and lost.
So guilty, so helpless am I,
I durst not confide in His blood,
Nor on His protection rely
Unless I was sure He is God.

Peter King, Secretary

If asked what of Jesus I think,
Though still my best thoughts are but poor,
I say He's my Meat and my Drink,
My Life and my Strength, and my Store;
My Shepherd, my Husband, my Friend,
My Saviour from sin and from thrall;
My Hope from beginning to end,
My Portion, my Lord, and my All.
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