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• EDITORIAL • 

"A mans heart deviseth his way. but the Lord directeth his steps" 
(Proverbs 16:9) 

"DEVISETH" implies intensity of thought and care. Beware of prophets, 
however intense and well thought out. Spurgeon pointed out that in his day there 
were about three miles of shelving in the now British Library taken up with 
prophetic writings, and they had only one thing in common- they were all wrong. 

Used honestly, this verse is an immense comfort. However badly I decide, there 
is One who knows everything guiding my unwitting feet. As I sit with my head in 
my hands, reassurance comes over me. I cannot go wrong, even if it turns out later 
I made a terrible mistake. That applies also in retrospect. One broods, Did I do the 
right thing when I decided to go this way? Is the present and.its problems the 
result of my unwisdom? How blessed to be able to know, "but the Lord directeth 
his steps". Soul, return to your rest. 

Guidance is something that exercises believers a good deal. Some use a 
"promise box" which, if you have not seen one, is a box full of little rolls of paper 
with a Bible text on each, and you choose one to know the mind of the Lord. 
Others open the Bible at random, and follow the first words they see. God can 
overrule those things, but they are not the way to obtain help from the Lord. 
Mental laziness is not encouraged by the Bible. 

God gave us intelligence, and expects us to use it. The Bible is full of appeals 
to man as one who has the power to respond. That does not lessen the force of "we 
do all fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away", like 
the fallen leaf swept along by sin like a gale. We are responsible for our choices. 
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How are we to understand this verse? The words apply especially to the great 
decisions of life that cover a longer time ahead than even the wisest can discern, 
like which career, or who to marry. Looking at the present, it is very difficult to 
see the hand of God. But a mere glance backwards shows us clearly God's hand 
at work in our lives. Yes, even when we have made foolish or unwise decisions, 
we see the truth of "all things work together for good to them that love God". I 
made a bad mistake, but God overruled to teach me things I could not have 
learned otherwise, to ripen me for heaven. 

True understanding of these words gives guidance. It admits first, "I have gone 
astray like a lost sheep, seek thy servant", and in response the Holy Spirit often 
brings the exact applicable words from the Bible to mind. Second, it is satisfied 
by being shown only the next step, and as we take that, the next opens out in His 
time. Third, it chooses between doing a "small" sin or obeying conscience strictly, 
which later proves to lead on in great matters. Fourth, the right way is perhaps the 
one our hearts least want. Fifth, experience of the Lord enables us to wait 
patiently for Him, and yet faith acts decisively once sure. Putting things in motion 
is like putting way on a ship, it can then be steered. Abram's servant summed it 
up well: I, "being in the way, the Lord led me". 

The entire Old Testament is one long commentary on this verse. Man intends 
one thing, but God overrules it for His people's good. The book of Esther may 
have little mention of God, but it is a book of accurate timings and small turns of 
providence, with huge results. 

In the day of grace this verse operates even more strongly, if that were possible. 
Who comes when Jesus sits on the well, but a woman of Samaria? And who is just 
coming out of Nain but the desolate widow in her extremity? Carey set out to go 
to Hawaii, but God sent him, in the teeth of vast discouragement and opposition, 
to India. He got nowhere for years, buried his eldest son, had to shut his wife in a 
room as her reason had gone, and waited many years for the first convert. But 
what a trail he blazed! Let this verse settle your mind. 
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• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

THE GOSPEL OF GOD (Romans 1:1) 

ALL churches I know of, even the pope himself, claim to have the Gospel and 
teach it. Therefore it is of the utmost importance that we do not waste our one 
short life here on earth on some aberration of the Gospel. Who wants to end life 
with straw, hay, and stubble to go through the fires which try every man's work? 
To enter heaven like a man who has lost everything in a fire, to be ranked last 
amongst believers? The temptation has always been to please the crowds. A voice 
from God's Word keeps warning: beware when all men speak well of you, for 
they reject the true Gospel. 

"Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the 
Gospel of God," had the true Gospel of gold, silver and precious stones, and wrote 
it down for us in Romans. For years he wanted to go to Rome and was hindered, 
so at last he wrote to them and in that epistle he lays before them the Gospel. What 
are its marks? 

First we take the unsafe and inadequate marks of a true Gospel. A gospel may 
have these, and yet not be God's Gospel. "I would not have you ignorant, 
brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come to you (but was let hitherto)." 
Hindrance comes first. The devil will take pains to hinder you, but God will make 
it like a fire in your bones to share it with others. If you do not have tension, you 
have some watered down gospel or a plain false gospel. 

But that is not a sufficient sign of having the true Gospel. You may have 
opposition, and yet have a weak, even false gospel, yes, even though you have a 
compulsion to share it. Arius and Russell were hindered yet strove to teach their 
"gospels"- both were heretics. 

The next inadequate sign is pride in what you preach, that it has power to 
change lives. Paul gives the marks of the true Gospel in Romans 1:16-17: "For 
I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ." He means he is very proud of it. 
Proud of what? "For it is the power of God to everyone that believeth." He boasts 
in the Gospel's authority and power to change lives. Our age is excellent at 
analysis and dissecting what is wrong in society and individuals, but they have no 
power when it comes to answers, and even less authority. Mostly, their answers 
make things worse. The true Gospel has power to change lives. But again, beware, 
for gurus, shamans, spiritists, feqihs, and many other religious leaders, have a 
certain power to heal and change men. The devil can do false miracles, and lend 
his authority. 

Neither hindrance nor power are sufficient on their own to prove you have the 
true Gospel. Here are the infallible, unmistakable marks that the Apostle gives: 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
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unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness." Paul boasted, 
yes, was unashamedly proud of the Gospel that started with the wrath of God 
against sinful man. Does your Gospel parade this as its first sign? Then is it the 
Apostle's Gospel? 

He goes straight on to detail the sins of men, parade them, and make a big thing 
of man's unrighteousness. A missionary I knew in a meeting held up the popular 
song book used in many churches, and said it was a fine thing to praise God, but 
where was sin? He said he had read it through and only found a couple of 
references to sin. That book is still widespread in Gospel churches. What a 
different Gospel Paul preaches: "being filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, 
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: who 
knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them." Many 
churches in Britain have another gospel than one that starts with a massive parade 
of the worst sins. One popular course to lead men to Christ hardly mentions it at 
all, and then only softly, long into the course. 

The true Gospel goes even further, in laying bare the sins of the Jews and other 
religions, and ends with this condemnation of the lot together. "For he is not a 
Jew, which is one outwardly ... but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God." Does your church's Gospel reject other faiths as valid 
ways to God? The reason our land is in such a mess lies right there. Your church 
is part of the problem, not part of the solution, unless it includes all as utterly lost 
in sin. The Gospel opens up the wound, painfully lances the boil, lays bare the 
shameful things. Then, and only then, does it go on to heal, by pouring in balm 
and curing the disease. 

Paul says he is proud of the Gospel because "therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith". The 
true Gospel has the answer to sin. It is simple faith in Christ's death and 
resurrection. Read Paul's published sermons in the book of Acts, and that is the 
meat of them. So, having in the intervening chapters laid bare sin, he now 
proceeds to show the next infallible mark of the sound, healthy Gospel. 
"Therefore it is of faith that it might be by grace." And he ends, in chapter 5: 1: 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." Some will say, there is the true Gospel, and that is the end of the 
matter - we preach that. Wait a moment, Paul does not end the marks of the true 
Gospel there. He takes the matter much further, dealing with all objections on the 
way, right up to the end of chapter 8. 

Let us pause a moment and see what he is proving, for no one accuses him of 
lack of logic. He is leading up to something, and he states it right at the outset of 
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chapter 5, "by whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God". What he sets before us in the next 
four chapters is that the two are inseparable, a man justified by faith must end 
glorified in heaven, and nothing can break that link. That is why he is so proud of 
the Gospel of God. It not only lays bare the real nature of man in sin, and the cure, 
salvation by faith in the death and resurrection of Christ, but more. That "more" 
is: once saved, always saved, and nothing, absolutely nothing, can stop you 
arriving in glory. 

He starts with the tribulations we meet with in life. They are commonly 
supposed to make us lose our faith. Not at all, says Paul, the truly justified person 
carries right on through them to glory. They make him stronger, not weaker. 

But that is only a start. The whole point of the next chapters is to show that 
salvation is seamless. So he goes on to show the certainty of salvation. Here is 
the proof, "for if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life". 
Love that died for enemies, is proof those now reconciled to God can never be 
lost. He bases it all on God, so it is certain. He continues by showing our union 
with Christ. He suddenly introduces Adam as the next link in his chain of proof. 
Just as we were in sin in Adam, so we are, when justified, "in Christ". Who can 
remove us from Him? 

Then in chapter 7 Paul faces two objections. First, "shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound?". Paul, they say, you are teaching something very dangerous. 
You say, if a man is justified by grace, all is forgiven. Then you are giving men 
an incentive to sin, and license to go on sinning. Let us boldly reply, any truly 
justified person knows that the very opposite is the truth. My sin put Christ on that 
Cross, and having this hope, I purify myself. The objector comes back again. But, 
Paul, you are setting aside the Law of God which was meant to save us. No, says 
Paul, the Law was meant to show us how hopelessly bound we are in sin. We 
cannot keep God's Law, so it drives us to Christ who kept it perfectly, and took 
our condemnation for our lawbreaking on Himself. 

Having dealt with these objections, Paul returns to his theme again in chapter 
8. He repeats his original words at the beginning of chapter 5, ending the repeat 
with "in Christ Jesus". He is back to his central theme, the perfect certainty that 
justification leads straight to glorification. Look at the words in chapter 8 which 
sum it up: "whom he justified, them he also glorified." And at the end of the 
chapter once more he deals with all the things that might be supposed to stop this 
process, saying "who shall separate us from the love of Christ?". Then he restates 
in summary in the final two verses, his whole argument. 

The great Apostle was persuaded this is the only Gospel, received by him direct 
from God. It is a sad fact that many churches in Britain do not have that same 
Gospel. Newman, who is about to be beatified by the pope, was a traitor to this 
Gospel. Liberalism may not talk with quite the blatancy of fifty years ago, but it 
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has made great inroads into evangelical thinking, and rejects this Gospel. The 
great argument of evangelicalism is, "were our church to change its preaching and 
teaching to copy the Epistle to the Romans, why, we would have as few attending 
as you have! We would fail the unchurched." 

Let us ask the aged Apostle, in that cold, dark, draughty Mamertine prison, ever 
damp from the Tiber flowing by, awaiting certain death, "Do you wish you had 
preached a more acceptable Gospel? He could not be more earnest: "Hold fast the 
form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me." "But look where they have 
landed you. You yourself say, all Asia hath deserted me. You say that when you 
stood trial for your life, at your first answer no man stood with you, but all men 
forsook you." The old man, in his ragged clothes, rises from his knees, from 
pouring out his heart to God for his beloved churches, founded at such cost. He 
stands there, his face ablaze with Christ, his heart deeply exercised lest the 
churches should ever desert the Gospel he taught, and says: "Whereunto I am 
appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. For the 
which cause I suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed." "Old man! 
Well done! Well done! Tell me, ask one last thing before you are taken out to die. 
What should our churches preach in 2010?" He replies: "Thou hast fully known 
my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith." As we tum to go, his voice rings 
down the centuries: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith." 



The Gospel Magazine 151 

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

PUTTING GOD FIRST 

WE are always making choices- which T-shirt to wear- which flavour of crisps 
to buy. Sometimes we have good reasons for the choice we make. Often it is just 
a matter of preference. Many of the choices we make are not very important but 
some are extremely important. 

God gave us the Ten Commandments as guidelines for our daily living. He 
wants us to obey His commands. His first commandment states, "Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3). 

When Joshua was an old man, he gathered the leaders of Israel together at 
Shechem to tell them God's message. They were reminded of God's goodness to 
them in times past. He delivered them from slavery in Egypt and gave them the 
Promised Land. They were presented with a vitally important choice. Put away 
the gods that your forefathers used to serve. Do not choose to serve the same false 
gods that the local people the Amorites serve. Instead, "fear the Lord and serve 
him in sincerity and truth". "Choose you this day whom you will serve," Joshua 
told the people, "but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." 

We have that important choice too. The Lord God Jehovah, the God of the 
Bible, is the only God. We should worship Him only. He tolerates no rivals. You 
may hear about other gods and religions in school. Jehovah is not merely the best 
god; he is in a class of his own - the one and only true God. 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were captives in Babylon. King 
Nebuchadnezzar told the people to worship his golden statue or else they would 
be thrown into a burning fiery furnace. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused 
to bow down. They obeyed God's first commandment: "Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me." Nebuchadnezzar was angry and heated the furnace seven times 
hotter than usual. When the three men were thrown in, Nebuchadnezzar was 
amazed. "We threw three men into the fire," he exclaimed, "but I see four men 
walking unhurt. The fourth looks like the son of God." Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego walked out of the fire and there was not even the smell of burning on 
their clothes. Nebuchadnezzar was impressed. "Blessed be God who saved his 
servants. They trusted in Him and risked their lives in order to worship the one 
true God." 

We can ask God to give us the courage and commitment to put Him first. The 
Lord Jesus tells us to "seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness". 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the words missing from the verses. The initials of your answers will spell out 
an important message. 
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1. Let us hear the conclusion of the ____ matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments (Ecclesiastes 12: 13). 

2. Then said Jesus unto him, Get thee hence Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him shalt thou serve (Matthew 
4:10). 

3. Serve the Lord with fear, and with trembling (Psalm 2:11). 

4. For all have and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). 

5. What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk with thy God (Micah 6:8). 

6. There is none good but one, that is God: but if thou wilt enter ___ _ 
life, keep the commandments (Matthew 19:17). 

7. Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his ____ with singing 
(Psalm 100:2). 

8. Be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the image which thou hast set up (Daniel3:18). 

9. And the people said unto Joshua, The Lord our God we will serve, and his 
voice will we (Joshua 24:24). 

10. In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall _____ thy paths 
(Proverbs 3:6). 

--·--

• THE UNERRING WoRD oF GoD • 

LEE GATISS (Cambridge) 

THERE is great debate in parts of the Evangelical world at present over the 
inerrancy of the Bible. This was, of course, a matter of controversy several 
decades ago in the so-called "Battle for the Bible". One might be forgiven for 
thinking, therefore, that the doctrine of the Bible's utter trustworthiness had been 
adequately defined and defended already. Yet scholars unhappy at the traditional 
teaching, such as Peter Enns with his recent controversial book, Inspiration and 
Incarnation: Evangelicals and the Problem of the Old Testament, and another 
book by Andrew McGowan called The Divine Spiration of Scripture: Challenging 
Evangelical Perspectives, have brought the subject back onto the agenda. 

The esteemed former Editor of the Gospel Magazine, the Rev. Augustus 
Montagu Toplady, held to the traditional view of God's Word. In his day, the word 
"unerring" was a far more common term than "inerrancy" or "inerrant" which, 
while not entirely unknown from as early as the 1650s, only seem to have entered 
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common theological use among Protestants in the 19th century. Toplady often 
spoke warmly of "God's unerring oracles", asserting plainly that "the Bible is the 
unerring Word of God". For him it was the rock of faith, "an authority which 
cannot err", and "that unerring standard" by which all doctrines and practices 
were to be judged. 

Moreover, Toplady did not downplay or ignore the human aspect of the Word, 
as advocates of inerrancy are often accused of doing. Instead, he recognized that 
God worked through the human writers of Scripture. At one point he speaks of, 
"The Holy Spirit, making the apostle's pen the channel of unerring inspiration", 
adding that the epistles and the Gospels were "written under the unerring 
influence of the same Holy Spirit". He also used the word "infallible", more 
common in British Evangelical circles. 

Where did Toplady learn this allegedly rationalistic and supposedly much later 
doctrine? He was certainly not the only Reformed Evangelical Anglican of the 
18th century to hold to such a view of the Bible. George Whitefield speaks in one 
of his sermons of "the unerring rule of God's most holy Word." James Hervey, in 
his Contemplation on the Starry Heavens, speaks of the Word of God as "this 
unerring directory", and of its "infallible guidance". John Newton writes in his 
letters of "the unerring Word of God"; e.g. Letters 20 and 32 in Letters, Sermons, 
and a Review of Ecclesiastical History (1780). 

While researching Toplady for my book The True Profession of the Gospel: 
Augustus Toplady and Reclaiming our Reformed Foundations (Latimer Trust, 
2010), I recently discovered another possible source of his view on the Bible. It 
turns out that some editions of the Book of Common Prayer, including those 
published in Dublin in 1750, 1753, and 1757 (while Toplady was a student at 
Trinity College), spoke of God's "unerring Word" in their version of the Psalms; 
e.g. at Psalm 119:81, 114, and 144: 

My Soul with long Expectance faints, 
To see thy saving Grace; 
Yet still on thy unerring Word 
My confidence I place. 

My hiding Place, my Refuge Tower, 
And Shield art thou, 0 Lord; 
I firmly anchor all my Hopes 
On thy unerring Word. 

Eternal and unerring Rules 
Thy Testimonies give: 
Teach me the Wisdom, that will make 
My Soul for ever live. 
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Did young Augustus Toplady pick up this phrase, and this confidence in the 
unerring Word of God, from singing Psalms in church on a Sunday? 

Readers of the Gospel Magazine will no doubt be aware, however, that the 
Thirty-nine Articles themselves indicate the confidence we can have in God's 
trustworthy Word. Article 21 reminds us of the non-inerrant nature of church 
authorities: 

General Councils may not be gathered together without the commandment 
and will of Princes. And when they be gathered together, (forasmuch as 
they be an assembly of men, whereof all be not governed with the Spirit and 
Word of God,) they may err, and sometimes have erred, even in things 
pertaining unto God. Wherefore things ordained by them as necessary to 
salvation have neither strength nor authority, unless it may be declared that 
they be taken out of holy Scripture. 

The last line of the Article is most interesting here, as it appears to simply 
assume that alongside erring and errant General Councils, the holy Scripture itself 
is alone to be considered as finally trustworthy. Naturally this is because it is 
"God's Word written" as Article 20 so straightforwardly puts it, and yet the 
implication is that the Word itself is, by contrast to human authority, without error 
and cannot lead us astray. This view is also shared by the Homilies of the Church 
of England; see for example Homily 22 which describes the Bible as "His 
infallible Word." 

So Top lady may have learned from other Evangelicals, from Anglican tradition 
and Anglican formularies to speak of God's Word as "unerring." But ultimately, 
we must acknowledge that this is in line with the Bible's own presentation of 
itself. "Every word of God is pure," says Proverbs 30:5, "he is a shield unto them 
that put their trust in him" (KJV). The flawless, tested, genuine, refined Word of 
God is utterly trustworthy. What Scripture says, God says (as Augustine famously 
put it), and when we believe and trust in the Word, God Himself will be our shield, 
and vindicate that trust. 

This no doubt was why, when he wrote in his Journal that he "burnt with zeal, 
for the glory of God, and for the spiritual welfare of my flock", Top lady declared, 
"I wished to spend and be spent in the ministry of the Word, and had some 
gracious assurances from on high that God would make use of me to diffuse His 
gospel, and call in some of His chosen that are yet unconverted". 

Many seem to have dropped this vital adjective, "unerring," in recent years, 
perhaps embarrassed by allegations of "fundamentalism" or obscurantism in the 
debates over inerrancy. Have we also lost confidence in the dependability of the 
Word of God to bring spiritual life and growth to God's people? May we recover 
once again the joy and delight of the writer of Proverbs 30, the Reformers of the 
Church of England, and the Evangelicals of the 18th century in the unerring Word 
of our unerring God. 
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• "WHY ART THOU CAST DOWN' 
0 MY SOUL?" • 

Psalm 42:5, 11 

(With acknowledgements to ECL Bookshop, Bristol) 

Extracts from an Address by GEORGE MULLER. 

155 

"WHY art thou cast down, 0 my soul?" the Psalmist saith to himself. And so may 
we say to ourselves. Is there ever any ground to be cast down? There are two 
reasons, but only two: if we are as yet unconverted, we have ground to be cast 
down, or, if we are converted and live in sin, then we are rightly cast down. But 
except for these two things, there is no ground to be cast down, for all else may 
be brought before God in prayer with supplication and thanksgiving, and 
regarding all our necessities, all our difficulties, all our trials, we may exercise 
faith in the power of God and in the love of God; and in His own time help will 
come in answer to prayer and faith. 

"Hope thou in God." Oh, remember this- there is never a time when we may 
not hope in God. Whatever our necessities, however great our difficulties, and 
though to all appearance help is impossible, yet our business is to hope in God. 
And it will be found that it is not in vain; in the Lord's own time help will come. 

Oh the hundreds, yea, the thousands of times that I have found it thus within 
the past seventy years and four months! When it seemed impossible that help 
could come, help did come, for God has His own resources, and these resources 
may be counted by hundreds, by thousands. He is not confined to this thing or that 
thing, or to twenty things; in ten thousand different ways, and at ten thousand 
different times, God may help us. Our business is to spread our case before the 
Lord, in childlike simplicity to pour out all our heart before God, telling Him, "I 
do not deserve that Thou shouldst hear me and answer my requests, but for the 
sake of my precious Lord Jesus- in whom alone I trust for the salvation of my 
soul, Thy perfect Servant, my Saviour - for His sake answer my prayer and give 
me grace quietly to wait till it please Thee to answer my prayer, for I believe Thou 
wilt do it in Thine own time and way". Thus invariably I have found that (with 
the exception of one case, for which I have prayed since lOth November 1844) 
my prayer has been answered. And I cannot tell you what an effect this has had 
on my life, and how it has made me a happy man; and in my greatly advanced age 
it makes me a very happy man. 

"For I shall yet praise Him." More prayer, more exercise of faith, more 
patient waiting, and the result will be blessing, abundant blessing. Thus I have 
found it many hundreds of times, and therefore I continually say to myself, "Hope 
thou in God". 
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"Who is ... my God." This is just the great point to remember, that this God is 
·our God- Jehovah, the Almighty God- is our God. And, therefore, we must wait 
on Him longer and longer and longer, and exercise patience yet more and more 
and more; for in God's own time it will be seen that it is not in vain. 

Now the Psalmist tells God in all simplicity that his soul is cast down (verse 6). 
So may we tell God, our Father, tell the Lord Jesus Christ, and ask Him that He 
would now speak a word to us in season, because we are weary. That is His own 
precious promise in Isaiah 50:4. And when we are weary and tried, either through 
difficulty, sore temptation, losses, crosses, or greatly reduced through sickness -
under such circumstances we may tum to the Lord Jesus, and remind Him of His 
precious promise, saying to Him, "My precious Lord Jesus, I am weary, wilt Thou 
now speak to me a word in season?". And He will comfort us, refresh our spirit, 
and so strengthen us by His Spirit in the inner man. 

Oh! if you have never made trial of Him, make trial of Him, and you will find 
how ready He is to do this! 

--·--

• COMFORT • 

A SERMON BY G. EDWARDS (Wolverhampton) 

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 

comforted of God" (2 Corinthians 1:4) 

PAUL is writing to a city in Greece, but a very Roman city, for there was a 
statement by Pausanias in AD 174: "Corinth is no longer inhabited by any old 
Corinthians, but by colonists sent out by the Romans." It was the same in Paul's 
time, for the Romans had rebuilt the city 100 years earlier, perhaps for this reason 
they had an arrogance about them. 

Yet it was to the Christians that Paul was writing. He had sent a number of 
letters to the Corinthians (we having two of them, although some theologians 
think that 2 Corinthians could be an amalgamation of a couple of them). 

Paul is concerned for the welfare and wellbeing of the church. In total he had 
spent some time there, visiting them three times. Though he had had much trouble 
there from false teachers, undermining his teaching and leading the Christians 
astray, it seems the more letters he sent the more trouble occurred and so 
correction was needed. Hence we have two great epistles, with warnings, 
guidance, criticism and encouragement. 

Paul starts his letter, not only claiming his authority, "I Paul, an apostle of 
Jesus" (verse 1), but also that of Timothy. We see in the previous letter, 
1 Corinthians 16:10-11, that he sent Timothy, with guidance on how to treat him. 
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Timothy was not welcomed as he should have been- again a sign of how Paul's 
ministry had been undermined. Also in the epistle to Timothy he is given advice 
on how to behave in regard to others. 

In spite of his difficulties with Corinth, Paul wants the best for them and wishes 
them the grace and peace of God and the love of Jesus Christ. 

The purpose of this introduction to the epistle is that the Corinthians should 
know that when Christians suffer they should also know that God will comfort 
them- "the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort" (verse 3). 

Yet do we understand this word "comfort", for we live in a "comfortable 
society" where things are lax and not too demanding? Is this that which Paul is 
trying to convey? I think not! For he has already criticised this church for their lax 
ways, feasting at communion, leaving the poorer, more vulnerable, members 
aside, and for their ill-disciplined attitudes to worship. 

This is not a comfort that takes away the pain of mind and body, for Christians 
still suffer the tribulations of this world, even when comforted by God. 

God's Holy Spirit is called the Comforter- this word means "strengthener", to 
uphold to fortify, giving the sufferer courage to bear his pain or face the ordeal. 
"Comfort" does not relax us, it is not a drug that numbs the pain, but spurs us on. 
It is like the armies of old who, when facing defeat and the flag or banner starts 
to drop, and the men hesitate and start to fall back, then one comes forward and 
lifts the banner high and shouts "onward!" and the army follows on to victory. 

We as Christians find life difficult at times and need reminding of who we are 
and who it is we are following. When we find that we are drawing back, we need 
to remember the Cross and Jesus. For that is our flag. It should lift us up and give 
that extra energy to urge us on. 

Paul then goes on to show the Corinthians the sufferings of the church that he 
had been ministering to in Asia Minor (present-day Turkey), for he wanted to 
share the knowledge he had of their hardship. He had the same, for it seems he 
suffered greatly (verse 8): "We were pressed out of measure, above strength, 
insomuch that we despaired even of life." 

Do you know there are, even today, Christians struggling in Turkey? The 
Barnabus Fund has published a prayer guide for Lent, encouraging prayer for the 
different countries where Christians are suffering. This week recommends prayer 
for evangelists and Turkey is highlighted. Since 1924 Turkey has been a secular 
state, but the identity of the Turkish people is seen as Muslim. Christians are the 
foreigners - even the enemy - and false allegations have been levelled at us. 
However, Paul has had an effect for, even in this last year, 2009 in Turkey was 
marked as the "Year of Paul". It is the 2000th anniversary of his birth. Before this 
year worship for Christians was heavily regulated but since then many groups of 
Christians from thirty countries have visited Tarsus, the birthplace of Paul. The 
Turkish government has now allowed greater freedom of worship. So let us 
continue to pray for Turkey, giving thanks to God for the improved situation and 
also protection for the church. Is that not what Paul has asked us to do in verse 11? 
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Suffering is a difficult area for many in the church in this country today -many 
question why it is that they suffer, clamour to God and blame Him - but surely 
the reason for this is poor understanding and bad teaching. Verses 5 and 6 read: 
"For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth 
by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation." 
Does not Christ tell us we are blessed when we are persecuted (Matthew 5:10), 
for our reward is Heaven. Yes we do not want to suffer, but we cannot avoid it. 

Paul is saying we are sharing in Christ's suffering, so as Christ suffered on the 
Cross, through His sufferings we are saved. Now through Paul's suffering and the 
suffering of his fellow Christians others are being saved. 

Therefore he has the privilege of being a messenger of God, not only to Asia 
Minor but to Corinth. There must be a measure of awareness by the Corinthians 
on their part as they share in Paul's suffering. For as I have mentioned, they 
disregarded Paul's leadership and followed another. Thankfully they saw the error 
of their ways and excluded that person. But even here Paul shows his love and 
forgives them and the other man (2 Corinthians 2:5-6). Paul suffered because of 
fellow Christians, yet he did so because he knew that there was a purpose. For just 
as God comforts us and forgives us, we must do likewise. Some suffering comes 
from outside the church, but some very damaging suffering from within. 

Let us forgive those that hurt us and comfort them and strengthen them that we 
might all share in God's salvation and glory. 

--·--

• JEWISH HISTORY FROM 
THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 

IN AD70 • 
Part II 

THE EDITOR 

Reviving in the Bondage, AD 629-1000 

IN 629 Mohammed conquered Mecca. The Jewish kingdom had ceased a hundred 
years earlier, but there were powerful and numerous Jewish tribes. First 
Mohammed laboured to persuade the Jews he was Messiah. They mocked, though 
some later followed him. He then offered them to submit or be put to the sword. 
He then conquered their fortresses, starting with the Kainoka in Mecca who on 
surrender were banished. Another Jewish tribe capitulated and 600 men were 
executed in a trench in Medina, in Mohammed's presence, the rest being sold 
into slavery. Soon the Muslim Empire reached the Atlantic, the gates of 
Constantinople and the Himalayas. 
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Jerusalem was sieged in AD 637 and yielded on promise to respect life and 
liberty and property. Mount Moriah had been used as a dunghill by the monks, as 
an insult, but the Khalifa Omar erected a mosque. The Jews were once more 
allowed to reside under tribute. 

The Jews in Persia and Bagdad were given favours and well treated, but this 
later changed. 

In Spain they had greater liberty than at any time since the dispersion. The 
Moslem rulers, the Ummayids, who followed the Abbassides, made Cordoba 
the foremost seat of learning in Europe and the Jews led in commerce, industry 
and studies in all the sciences, becoming rich. Their Eastern brethren found 
refuge there, and this happy state continued until the Muslims were driven out. 
One Jew was secretary of state to the King of Granada. This changed suddenly, 
however, when one rabbi sought to convert Muslims and was hanged and 
persecution followed. 

Whilst driving out the Muslims the King of Castile gave liberty and rights 
to the Jews, even though told to stop by the Pope, Gregory Vll. As the 
Christians gradually drove out the Moors, the security and prosperity of the Jews 
waned. But for six centuries they had enjoyed what they called "The Golden Age 
of Judaism". 

France also gave them liberty, and they were the bankers, lawyers, doctors and 
the learned in the land. They were favoured by Charlemagne, even when it was 
discovered the clergy pawned the church plate to them. Isaac the Jew was his 
chosen ambassador to the court of Harun al Raschid. This continued under 
Charlemagne's successor, although opposed by the powerful bishop of Lyons. 
The rest of Europe we know little about, but it seems the Jews enjoyed a peaceful 
existence. 

Persecutions 1090-1500 

In the East a bloody persecution under the Muslims came, and an immense 
number were slain round Babylon, the rest dispersing, many to the West. 

Worse was to follow with the Crusades. These came about .as a result of the 
increasingly heavy impositions on pilgrims to Jerusalem, and the period of the 
barbarities of Hakim. But the Turks were advancing. Jerusalem fell to them in AD 
1076. They were brutal and barbarous to the vast numbers of pilgrims. They were 
fanatically zealous for Islam, and frequently carried out outrages in the churches 
in Jerusalem. The Christian population were suffering when, in 1094, Peter the 
Hermit made his pilgrimage. The fee was a gold piece to enter the city, far beyond 
the reach of the travel-worn mass of pilgrims, and they became a burden on their 
richer brethren. He and Pope Urban roused Europe, offering a full indulgence for 
any sin to anyone enrolling in the Crusade. A fever gripped Europe and all 
clamoured to get at the infidel. Many of the lowest joined in. Soon they attacked 
the "enemies of Christ" along the Rhine and massacred the Jews. Part of the 
motive was the wealth the Jews were said to have, and hatred of them for usury. 



160 The Gospel Magazine 

Bavaria reckoned 12,000 massacred, the numbers in Germany are said to be 
incredible. 300,000 crusaders passed into Greece, wiping out Jewish settlements 
on the way, but no crusaders reached Palestine alive. 

They were followed by an even greater army, well led and disciplined, which 
took Jerusalem after a siege, but carnage followed amongst Muslims and Jews. 
The second crusade resulted in further slaughter amongst the Jews in Germany 
and then in France, where the remaining Jews were exiled by edict. They came 
back, however, but suffered great discrimination. 

In England they lived happily alongside the Saxons, but Egbert, first 
Archbishop of York to be appointed from Rome, preached that they were an 
odious race and no one was to trade or be friendly with them. It led to massacre 
and finally expulsion in 1290 of some 15,000. The rest of Europe saw similar 
scenes to those we have looked at, and persecution of the worst sort continued 
throughout the period to AD 1500. Often there were Jewish-Christian debates in 
public. The rabbis involved had to take the greatest care to tread a tightrope. If 
they were deemed to have lost, then forcible mass-conversion ensued for the 
Jews. However, if they argued too well, the people turned on them. 

The Ghetto 
The Jews were put in separate quarters first in Italy in 1513, although the practice 
went back to antiquity. They were in effect locked away at night. They accepted 
this as from God, like the rest of their sufferings, but as long as it had definite 
rules. Uncertainty was what they feared. They had to pay special Ghetto taxes. 

The Reformation 
Hebrew became important to the Reformers, but they rejected the Jewish 
commentaries, and Erasmus and Luther felt the Jews were dangerous. To the 
Jews, their enemies were now divided. Luther's outbursts against the Jews ended 
in the expulsion of them from several German towns. Alvin was accused of being 
a Judaiser as he was mild to them, but his followers expelled them from their 
cities. The Jews were used against the Protestants by the Counter-Reformation. 
The Papacy was mild at first, but turned on them later, and ghettos spread to more 
cities. The "marranos" or Jews who had converted turned to anything, even 
anabaptism, so were suspect by the authorities. However, the Jews brought money 
wherever they settled, so when expelled, the authorities tended to readmit them 
later. They were quick to take on new ideas. 

Gradually as times changed, conversion became less hard and many Jews 
became Christians in the late 1600s, as a way of getting on. Only in the USA did 
remaining a Jew not involve material sacrifice. Once baptised, a Jew was able to 
get to the top. Napoleon imposed some restrictions on Jews in his Napoleonic 
Code, but also removed many. Gradually across Europe in the 19th century, the 
Jews were emancipated. Some followed the Rothschilds into private banking. 
They tended to live for the present, so destroyed all papers. Then they entered the 
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cotton industry and other industries, and quickly brought in changes and made 
money. Disraeli admired the Rothschild method of being very English and not 
pushing the government of the day. Palmerstone was strongly pro-Jew, as his 
father-in-law was Lord Shaftsbury, who believed strongly in the return of the Jews 
to Jerusalem. Between 1827 and 1839, by British efforts, the population of Jews 
in Jerusalem increased by 500 to 5,500 and, in the land, generally 10,000. The 
British Consul was told to afford protection to the Jews generally, and the Turks 
were pressed to allow Jews back. Montefiore was instrumental in saving two Jews 
unjustly accused by a Friar in Damascus, and sent powerful lawyers to represent 
the men and made representations to the Turkish government. 

This is as far as we can go, although Jewish worship will explain more, 
God willing. 

---·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 16:1-14 

WITHOUT ME YOU ARE NOTHING 

THIS is a long chapter, so we will deal with it over a period. The learning curve 
for Israel was long and tortuous and so it is with us. The message of the chapter 
is that Jerusalem will know the extent of her abominations. 

1. Pedigree. Where had the Israelites come from as regards their family tree? 
Certainly they had no privileged forbears, only two wicked nations, Amorites and 
Hittites. This underscored the worthlessness of the nation, for God hated Amorites 
and Hittites, telling the Israelites to utterly destroy them (Deuteronomy 20: 17). 
Abraham, the father they all looked back to, came from Ur of the Chaldees and 
verses 4-6 give a graphic account of mercy and grace associated with that call. 
"Live" is the key word and Christians can see themselves in unbelief in a similar 
situation, without God and without hope. It is only by grace. we are saved! 

2. Personal attention. Notice the number of times the letter "I" is used in this 
passage. "I passed by thee, and saw thee"; "I spread my skirt over thee"; "I sware 
unto thee"; "Then washed I thee"; "I decked thee"; and "I .. . entered into a 
covenant with thee." etc. There is a wonderful progression from that first look of 
mercy to being a jewel in the crown and is a picture of God's call of grace, 
regenerating love and eternal salvation. Starting as a dishevelled castaway the 
nation ends up as God's chosen people, and so it is with every believer, called 
from the world into the kingdom of Christ. 
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LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) We have nothing to commend ourselves to God. Our father was a gardener 
(Adam) and our mother was a thief (Eve). Our spiritual nativity came about 
because God chose us, not because we responded to a "call". We did respond, but 
that was the effect not the cause of our salvation. 

(b) It is only God's incredible favour that keeps us from certain destruction. No 
one in this world can save us- "None eye pitied thee" (verse 5). Job felt utterly 
forsaken as he tried to find God. "0 that I knew where I might find Him" is 
his plaintive plea. God saw him, proving that God's silence does not mean God 
is absent. 

(c) Another key word in this passage is "live", for God's effectual call is the 
power that can give us eternal life in a new birth. No other word will bring life to 
the spiritually dead person. 

(d) After conversion we need food from God Himself, to feed our new life, and 
clothes to cover our nakedness. This is "the "time of love" (verse 8) and is 
precious to all Christians. If we have not felt our vulnerability we have not 
realised our need of these spiritual clothes. 

(e) God calls, prepares and brings us to heaven, and without Him we are 
nothing, but washed, clothed and decked (verses 9-11) we are made acceptable 
in Christ. 

(f) The object of our faith is "eternal life" (verse 14). In effect, the Lord says, 
"You were so beautiful that the story of you went out into all nations; you were 
completely beautiful because of my glory that I had put on you. But you put your 
faith in the fact that you were beautiful". That was where it all went wrong! 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST IS OUR BEAUTY AND 
GLORIOUS DRESS -WHO HAS BEWITCHED YOU? 
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• THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ITS TREACHERY AND TYRANNY • 

Part I 

D. A. DOUDNEY 

(Past Editor of the Gospel Magazine, 1877) 

"I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity 

of my sin" (Psalm 32:5) 

MY dear Friends and Neighbours, 

You will remember that at the end of July last I sent through the Parish the 
following Address: 

A great effort is being made at the present time to introduce into the Church 
of England Auricular Confession. 483 professedly Protestant clergymen 
have applied to the Archbishops and Bishops to license certain men to act 
as Father Confessors. To grant this would be to adopt one of the most 
corrupt and debasing usages of the Popish system. However subtle or 
plausible the arguments or pretensions of these men, they would, if they 
could, introduce into this country, and professedly under the auspices of a 
Protestant Church, a course of things which would rob us of all that is 
sacred. Once admitted and that under the garb of special sanctity, 
questions would be put to wives and daughters which a husband or father 
would detest. 

Englishmen! Protestants! ye Husbands! ye Fathers! shall it be? Will you 
admit these wolves in sheep's clothing? Shall the sacredness of domestic 
life be destroyed? Will you allow a poor fallible man to put thoughts into 
the minds of your wives and daughters which previously had no place there, 
until the foul and filthy-mouthed confessor suggested them? I pray you 
beware of these men! They are doing Satan's work, and not, as they would 
have you believe, the work of God! 

A short time after the above had been quoted in the Gospel Magazine, a copy 
of it was sent me from Reading, it having been printed in large type for posting 
on the walls of that town by the Committee of the Reading Protestant Association. 
I am thankful, therefore, to find that the minds of multitudes of our fellow
Protestants are stirred up, not merely in Reading but in all parts of the kingdom, 
in connexion with the aforenamed daring attempt to legalize auricular confession 
in the Church of England. Knowing well its debasing and destructive character, 
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they are fired with a holy indignation to resist these Jesuitical encroachments 
upon the dearly-purchased Protestant privileges of our Land, and the peace, 
comfort, and sacredness of our homes. They are becomingly anxious to save 
Protestant England from the treacherous intrigues and tyrannizing sway of Rome, 
whether under the garb of ritualism, or the more openly-and-honestly-avowed 
subjects of the Papacy. 

As a proof, my dear Friends, of how Ritualism is merely Romanism in 
disguise, and the one seeking to do the work of the other, read the following letter, 
dated-

8, Broad Weir, Bristol, Oct. 16, 1873. 

Rev. Sir, - I received 40 bills from you for posting "Englishmen, Look to 
Your Homes ". I find that several of them have been cut down, and this 
morning a Romish priest abused one of our men, and threatened to give him 
in charge for posting such bills. If you have any more of them, or can get 
them, I will put them up in our best stations as long as they will last, and 
charge you nothing for our work- as a Protestant, taking an interest in the 
Cause. 

I remain, Rev. Sir, yours truly, 

Robert Read, Manager for T. Soughton and Co. 

Many, many thanks, Mr. Read and Messrs. Soughton and Co., for your zeal in 
the great and good cause of Protestantism. I shall most certainly avail myself of 
your generous offer. 

But what, my dear Parishioners, of the state of things to which we are coming 
-not in Spain, not in Rome, not in poor priest-ridden Ireland- but in Protestant, 
liberty-loving England, when a Roman Catholic priest- the subject of a foreign 
potentate, the servant of one who denounces England and conspires against all 
that is English- what think you of one of Rome's vassals taking it upon him to 
abuse and to threaten a poor working man, whilst occupied in his own lawful 
calling? Does it not prove that the domineering, tyrannical spirit of Rome is the 
same as it ever was, and that but for the very necessary restraint which is 
exercised towards her in these realms, she would subdue, tyrannize over, and 
persecute even unto death as she ever has done? Let her pretensions be never so 
plausible, Romanism is what it ever was: it is unchanged and unchangeable. It 
hates the light, and admits of no freedom in thought or action. And how far 
Ritualism and Romanism are agreed - whether or not engaged in the self-same 
object - may be ascertained from the conduct of this Roman Catholic priest. 

What do Romanists and Ritualists want? 
The above question may well be asked. The answer is, They want to ursurp a 
dominion and an authority over both the souls and bodies of their fellow men. 
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Grossly perverting holy Scripture, and arrogating to themselves a license and a 
power for which that sacred Book gives them no warrant whatever, they by means 
of the Confessional, endeavour to ferret out of their poor deluded dupes and 
votaries their inmost thoughts and feelings, as well as words and actions. Under 
threats which they have no power to execute, or promises they are utterly unable 
to fulfil, they gain a knowledge of their victims and a mastery over them which 
ever afterwards renders them powerless in their hands. How can it be otherwise, 
seeing they have whispered into the ears of a poor fallen fellow-sinner thoughts 
and emotions of the existence of which they were scarcely conscious, until 
enquired after, and thus suggested, in the filthy, degrading, and destructive 
Confessional? How a man calling himself an Englishman, not to say Protestant, 
can allow his wife or daughter to go and submit to be questioned upon the filthiest 
of subjects, by a poor fellow-mortal in the garb of a priest, is to me perfectly 
surprising. If they knew the questions which were put, and what passes between 
these unmarried priests and their wives and daughters, they would dare these 
priests to enter their houses. 

Confessions of a French Roman Catholic priest 
In order that you may see that I do not give an exaggerated or one-sided view of 
the subject, my dear Parishioners, I will furnish you with the very words of a 
French Roman Catholic priest, as given at pages 85 and 88 of his own book. Here 
are his words: 

The Confession of the Female Sex is the great Business of Priests ... with 
all the Resources of Cunning, we sow the Seeds of our future Power in their 
Hearts (whilst Young) . ... He (the Priest) informs them upon Subjects they 
ought never to know. At Ten Years old they come to the Catechism ... he 
explains diffusely the Vileness and Filthiness in that shameful Book. As 
soon as the Girl enters the Confessional he examines her in the most secret 
Recesses of her Soul. Many Times the poor ashamed Girl does not dare to 
answer the Questions, they are so indecent. Sometimes I have heard the 
Confessions of Young Girls, who explained to me such disgusting things, 
that, when I asked where they had gathered all this strange learning, they 
said to me, "Why, Father, our Confessor taught us all this, and commanded 
us never to omit these Details, otherwise we should be damned". I have 
often heard Young Men say to each other, "Come, let us go to· Confession, 
and the Curate will teach us many corrupt Things we never knew. " 

Now, dear Parishioners, I ask, Does not the foregoing extract from the Roman 
Catholic priest's own book prove that the questions put in the Confessional 
suggest thoughts, enkindle passions, and impart desires, which but for such a 
contaminating ordeal would have lain dormant? It is but the natural course of 
things. It is impossible that it should be otherwise. "Be not deceived (says the 
Apostle Paul, 1 Corinthians 15:33): evil communications corrupt good manners." 
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The Apostle James says, likewise (James 3:4): "The tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity; so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth our whole body, and 
setteth on fire the course of nature, and is set on fire of hell." Were there no other 
passage of Scripture to prove the sinful and disastrous effects of Auricular 
Confession, this ought to suffice; but the Bible abounds with such. "Can a man 
take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?" (Proverbs 6:27). 

The acknowledgments of priests as to the Confessional 

In proof of my remarks about the pernicious effects of the Confessional, I may 
quote the following: 

Liguory says: "Oh, how many priests, who before were innocent, have lost God 
and their souls. Oh, how many confessors have lost their own souls, and those of 
their penitents." 

Gresley, a Ritualist, says, "that evil would arise if the practice of Confession 
were indiscriminately revived. To be a good priest, which is rare, very rare, 
precautions are more than ever necessary." 

Morissy, a Romish priest, declares: "I have been often an ocular witness to 
the abuses, licentiousness, and improper conduct of several clergymen in the 
Confessional." 

Hume maintains that the Confessional is "One of the most powerful engines 
that ever was contrived for degrading the laity, and giving their spiritual guides an 
ascendant over them". 

"In fine (says the Rev. W. Preston, in an excellent pamphlet from which I have 
just quoted), "The Confessional is a conspiracy against human liberty; it lays a 
man at the feet of his fellow-man; it makes him his slave; it plants the brand of 
serfdom on his brow; it gives a power to the priest in the domestic circle and in 
politics which he can employ to further his own aims." 

How sin and iniquity are really to be put away 

But now, my dear friends, there is another light in which we will seek to look at 
this all-important Subject: I say all important, for so it is, inasmuch as we are all 
sinners! "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23); 
"There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10). And yet we read (Hebrews 
12: 14) with respect to holiness, or purity, or faultlessness, "without it no man shall 
see the Lord"; again we read, with regard to that holy temple and that heavenly 
and glorious city where God dwells, that "there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but 
they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life". So that from these and 
numberless other passages of Scripture we learn, that it is not simply pardon of 
sin, we require, but a new heart, another nature! Hence Jesus said to Nicodemus, 
(John 3:3): " Verily, verily I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." How thoroughly helpless, therefore, is man, under these 
circumstances. What can he do either for himself or his poor fallen fellow-
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creature? Nay, it is written (Jeremiah 7:5), "Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm". But, then, the mercy is, dear Friends- and these 
are the glad tidings which, as ministers of the Gospel, we are commissioned to 
proclaim - tidings which are to be sounded in the ears of the sick, the dying, the 
guilty, the filthy, the helpless, the lost, the undone: "And Jesus answering said 
unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke 5:31-32). 

Blessed be God, what man cannot do for himself that the Lord will do for him. 
He says (Isaiah 57:19): " I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him that is far 
off, and to him that is near, saith the Lord; and I will heal him." Again the Lord says 
(Ezekielll:19): "And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within 
you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of 
flesh." If, then, the Lord has promised that He Himself will do these things, where, 
I ask, were the need of human mediators or man-made priests? The Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself is Prophet, Priest, and King; and He says (blessed be his Name!), 
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest". 

Additional thoughts and suggestions 

I have dwelt somewhat at length upon the universal malady of sin, and the 
spurious, deceptive, and too often fatal means of cure. The Bible declares that 
"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know 
it?" (Jeremiah 17:9). Under these circumstances how is it possible for such 
communications as are made in the Confessional to be unproductive? They must 
"bring forth fruit unto sin"! It is impossible that it should be otherwise. Poor 
human nature is too corrupt and the hearts of all men too sinful and debased, to 
admit of such contact and communications as are afforded by the Confessional. 
There is an old saying, "Like begets like"; and, in proof of the corrupting and 
destructive influences of seeing or hearing what is bad, I would remind you of the 
case of the soldier who was hanged for the murder of an unoffending boy, some 
two or three years ago. He could neither read nor write, but confessed before his 
execution that he was prompted to the commission of that -. awful deed, in 
consequence of looking in a shop window at one of those vile publications in 
which someone was represented in the act of killing another. That picture, the 
condemned man declared, haunted him till he himself committed the like deed; at 
the same time he acknowledged that he knew nothing previously of the poor boy 
whom he thus cruelly deprived of life, much less had he any spite against him. 
Thus we see the disastrous tendency of the details of such scenes. It is a well
known fact that all the horrors of a public execution did not deter from crime: on 
the contrary, such lamentable and degrading exhibition were sure to be followed 
by some diabolical deed. And do you not, my dear Parishioners, often read or hear 
of certain offenders declaring that they were led to do this or that bad thing, 
because in some or other of the vile publications of the day they had read of what 
others had done? 
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We cannot hear details of sin and iniquity without being corrupted ourselves 
These facts prove that our poor fallen nature is too corrupt and sinful to be in any 
respect whatever familiarised with descriptions or narratives of evil thoughts and 
actions. The mind would be sure afterwards to dwell upon - yea, to revel in - the 
vile and the base and the contaminating. The priests of Rome, or their copyists 
and sympathizers (the Ritualists) may say, that God gives them power to forget 
what they hear in the Confessional, but such declaration is as farcical as it is 
deceptive. The statistics of illegitimacy, murder, and other dreadful crimes, 
published in Paris, in Spain, and even in Rome (the boasted Holy City), prove as 
plain matter of fact, that the Confessional furthers rather than frustrates sin and 
abomination. In connexion with his capacity as Father Confessor, the mind of a 
Roman Catholic priest has been compared to a common sewer, into which all the 
filth and, impurity of a city runs. 

Surely the process of examining a poor girl, "in the most secret recesses of her 
soul", as we learnt just now, from the confessions of a French Roman Catholic 
priest, is a very strange way of following the advice of the Apostle Paul, who says 
(Colossians 3: 16), "Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord". 

What does the Bible say upon such matters? 
"All Scripture- we are told, 2 Timothy 3:16-17- is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works." Now, let us hear what this blessed Book, which contains the mind 
and will of God, has to say upon the subject under consideration. If you tum to 
St. Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, 4th chapter and 29th verse, you read: "Let 
no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to 
the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers." Again, in the 
5th chapter of the same Epistle, and at the 3rd verse, the Apostle says: "But 
fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named 
amongst you, as becometh saints"; neither filthiness , nor foolish talking, nor 
jesting, which are not convenient; but rather giving of thanks." Again we read in 
the 11th verse: "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them; for it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done 
of them in secret." Moreover, the Apostle Peter, having, in his 2nd Epistle, 3rd 
chapter, and lOth verse, declared: "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up"; he adds: "Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness; 
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens, 
being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat." 
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Now, my dear Parishioners, in connexion with declarations so solemn, and in 
regard to those tremendous events which are most surely at hand, does it not 
behove us to give heed to the Word of God, rather than to the words of poor, frail, 
short-sighted man? 

• To BE CONTINUED • 

---·---

• MARK • 

M. HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire) 

"HE is profitable to me" was Paul's final verdict on Mark in the last letter he 
wrote. This was a fine tribute and in some ways an unexpected one. At one time 
Mark had let the Apostle down, and Paul had written him off as a failure. Now at 
the end of his life he bears a different testimony. "He is profitable to me for the 
ministry" (2 Timothy 4:11). Here, then is a character well worth looking at. 

Early Life. His mother was Mary of Jerusalem who put her home at the 
disposal of the believers there. We know nothing of his father who, it may be 
presumed, had died some time before. It was to this home that Peter made his way 
after his dramatic release from prison on the eve of what was to have been his last 
night on earth. The Jerusalem church held their services and meetings here, and it 
was in this atmosphere that Mark grew up. Who can tell the influence of such a 
home, and of a mother who was such an earnest Christian? 

Tradition has it that the young man in the garden of Gethsemane who only 
escaped by leaving his cloak in the soldiers ' hands was Mark (see Mark 14:51-
52). None of the other evangelists mention this. Here, perhaps, is a piece of 
autobiography. 

On trek. With the blessing and encouragement of the local church, Paul and 
Barnabas set off on their first missionary journey. Mark went as their attendant to 
look after the practical details of the venture. Mark was eager to work for the Lord 
and gladly accepted the invitation to accompany Paul and Barnabas. 

They crossed to Cyprus and here the work met with success, and there was a 
notable convert in the person of Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul. There was 
much to encourage Mark, and doubtless he found his task a very pleasant one. 

After their work in Cyprus was finished they set sail for the south coast of Asia 
Minor, arriving eventually at Perga in Pamphylia. Here things were not so good. 
for the climate was trying. There was, however, worse to follow, for the apostle 
decided to penetrate inland into Galatia, involving an arduous journey. Mark's 
courage failed him, he thought longingly of his comfortable home in Jerusalem 
and decided that he had had enough of travelling around. He deserted the party 
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and made for home. Perhaps he had not fully counted the cost and had not 
sufficiently faced up to the hardships and problems of life as a missionary. 

A generous gesture. Paul was bitterly disappointed in Mark, and resolutely 
refused to consider Barnabas' suggestion that they should take Mark with them on 
their second journey. In the end Paul and Barnabas parted company on this issue. 
Paul chose Silas as his companion, while Barnabas took Mark and set off in 
another direction. 

It was a generous gesture on the part of Barnabas; perhaps it was due to the 
encouragement he gave him that Mark was able to recover from his previous 
failure and make good. If it had not been for Barnabas we might never have heard 
of Mark again. Perhaps we shall never know how hard it was for Mark to 
overcome his reputation of being a trouble-maker, but he continued to persevere 
and ultimately triumphed. 

Commendation. We hear nothing more of Mark until the time of Paul's first 
imprisonment at Rome. He sends greetings to the church at Colosse and 
commends Mark to their hospitality. A few years later Paul was again in prison in 
Rome bravely awaiting the end. In giving Timothy his final instructions he writes 
"bring Mark, for he is profitable to me for the ministry". We do not know whether 
Mark was able to get to the apostle in time, but he must have been greatly cheered 
by this last message. 

Privilege. To Mark was entrusted the great privilege of writing the first Gospel 
ever to be written. He wrote for Gentiles under the direction of Peter. He little 
realised his privilege that after all these centuries he would still be introducing 
men and women to Christ. 

At one time he was an undoubted failure, but by the grace of God he made good 
and became a useful servant of Christ. His story is one that gives hope and 
encouragement. 

--·--

• THOUGHTS ON DARWIN'S LEGACY • 

D. L. JAMES (Maidenhead) 

It is becoming common practice for a "eulogy" to be given at what is now called 
a "Commemoration Service", where kind and re-assuring words are spoken 
concerning "the life of - - - "; it is to be doubted, however, that any real or 
enduring assurance or satisfaction is given on these occasions. The announcement 
is made, at the very commencement, that the Service has no "religious" content 
but will simply be a "remembrance and thanksgiving". The "very nice service" 
ends with a popular song ("I'll Do It My Way" is current favourite), and so it is 
that a soul is sent on its way ... to where? God has been banished and replaced 
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by god Humanism, with its offer of a grand "nothingness" so appealing to those 
who scoff at the Word of God. This diabolic invention suits the natural man in all 
respects; needless to say, it is one of the results of atheism. 

Particularly solemn it is when, sitting at the bedside of a dying man, one listens 
to the fading utterances, the reviewing of a life of contentment and "success", 
judged by the world's standard and his own, and yet who is still in his sins and a 
despiser of God's Word. At such a time, thoughts of eternity may, we hope, even 
at the eleventh hour, cause a soul to cling to the cross of Christ and to have that 
shed blood applied to his soul; "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life but the wrath of God abideth 
on him" (John 3:36). 

Let us sit for a moment at the bedside of a good neighbour and friend, known 
to me for many years, and who had been baptised and confirmed in the Church of 
England; a man of science and of many worldly advantages, as his life ebbs away: 

"How are you feeling to-day?" 
"Very weak ... . I have a one-way ticket," he murmured, at the same time 

pointing a thumb downward. 
"Have you had any other visitors?" 
A pause of a few minutes, and then, 
"A faith healer came and stayed for a while .... she laid hands on me .... I've 

nothing to lose .. . . I haven't been a bad man ... better than many I suppose . 
. . . I'm not afraid of dying." 

A word was offered as to his relationship with God. 
"I don't believe in God .. . I believed in evolution forty years ago . .. . Darwin 

was right, and I've no reason to change my opinion .. . we are all progressing." 
In perfect health only four months before, the "shock- waves" had affected not 

only his family and friends but primarily, of course, himself. Life had been 
working out according to carefully laid plans, but God said, "The fool hath said 
in his heart, There is no God" (Psalm 14: 1). In his imagined security, it little 
occurred to him that the words of Jesus in the parable of the rich fool, aptly 
described his own case: "And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine ease. Eat, drink, and be merry," but then God 
said to him, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; then whose 
shall those things be?" (Luke 12). 

The clock ticks on relentlessly; time is passing and the disease of the heart 
remains; "the heart of man is desperately wicked, who can know it?''! Even now, 
at such extremity, the rebellious heart will look in every direction, at any object -
except the cross of Christ. For those saved by sovereign grace, to be present at 
such a scene is traumatic. 

At the mention of Darwin, thoughts came to mind of the many times I had faced 
similar situations, not, I must say, in such dire circumstances, but where his theory 
had been paraded with much vigour, in an attempt to beat down the revealed Truth 
of God's Word. Yet it is undeniable when confronted by Darwin's guesswork 

l 
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(held to be scientific!) we, as Christians, should have something to say. It is a 
continuing mystery that many who repeat the Apostolic Confession of Faith can 
say - "I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth" - and 
yet fail to see the implications of evolutionist teaching. The whole edifice, largely 
erected on Darwin's imagination, and once famously described as "the best idea 
anyone ever had" can only take root in the mind when there is a disposition to 
accept guesswork as fact (it is always the case with "heart" trouble!). When men 
deny or go beyond what is written in the Word of God, a falling away from the 
faith will inevitably follow. 

Responsibility, the question of sin, and, indeed, the necessity for the atoning 
work of Christ are, to the devout evolutionist, not worth contemplating; to do so 
would conflict with their precious theory. Furthermore it would demand a pulling 
down of a life system built on what he thinks of God, and not what God says of 
him! It is manifestly untrue that it is "bigoted" and "judgemental" to attack error 
or even dispute those guesses and deductions made by Darwin and his latter-day 
followers. There can be no accommodation of such a theory by twisting the very 
words of God in Genesis 2:7, "Man is but dust"; there is nothing to say of any 
progressive state, or that man was evolved from anything in, for example, the 
animal world; hence original and unique creation by God is the only clearly stated 
fact. We are reminded of Dickens's Mr. Gradgrind who said (admittedly in 
another context) "What we want is facts! ". There is no continuity from animal 
progenitures. Elihu said in Job 33:4: "The Spirit of God made me, and the breath 
of the Almighty giveth me life." 

The hypothetical character of the evolutionary theory deceives many, and with 
what ghastly results! There are those who, though unable to agree entirely with 
Darwin, feel that (being intellectuals?) they have no other choice than to hold to 
it as being an acceptable philosophical theory; and where, we might ask, does 
philosophy help us in the things of God, when He had revealed all truth in His 
Word! Philosophy or Ethical Humanism has many devotees; a denial of God, yet 
quite "religious" in outlook, is well disguised but when unveiled shows itself to 
be yet another latter-day deception, being evolution in another garb. 

In 2 Peter 3:2-3 we have, perhaps, the most apt description of present 
conditions in the "evolutionary world" - "Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools" (Romans 1:22-28). 

Some devotees are such because they do not like the idea of a judgement by 
God; they therefore must banish Him from their thoughts. Evolution must, of 
necessity, destroy personal responsibility, and crown man himself as the ruler of 
the universe; he dares to attempt, by the use of his unenlightened brains, to 
dethrone God! How many there must be who regard death as "a step into the 
dark", as declared by the famous atheist Col. Ingersoll, at approaching death! The 
late Dr. B. Kidd, a prominent Christian scientist said: "The Darwinian theory has 
not a single fact to support it . . . it may be summed up as a compound of 
astonishing presumption and incomparable ignorance". 
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Darwin could not, we suppose, foresee the results of his ideas, but time has 
shown there to be a very short step between them and a disastrous full-blown 
apostasy. Let us look at one important result of the evolutionary theory, in the 
account written during the Second World War by pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
Smuggled from prison on separate slips of paper, at great risk, they clearly show 
the manifestations of this theory, not only as practised at the time, but expanding 
so as to penetrate the minds of nations even now. Bonhoeffer suffered for the 
truth's sake: he was "eliminated" in prison: 

The new unity which the French Revolution brought to Europe - and what 
we are experiencing to-day is the crisis of this unity - is therefore western 
godlessness. It is totally different from the atheism of certain individual 
Greek, Indian, Chinese and western thinkers. It is not the theoretical denial 
of the existence of God. It is itself a religion, a religion of hostility to God. 
It is just this that is western. It cannot break loose from its past. It cannot 
but be religious in essence, and that is why to the human eye it is so 
hopeless. Western godlessness ranges from the religion of Bolshevism to 
the midst of the Christian churches. In Germany especially, but also in the 
Anglo-Saxon countries, it is markedly Christian godlessness. In the form of 
all the possible Christianities, whether they be nationalist, socialist, 
rationalist or mystical, it turns against the living God of the Bible, against 
Christ. Its god is the New Man, no matter whether he bears the trade-mark 
of Bolshevism or of Christianity. This differs fundamentally from all 
paganism, for in paganism gods are adored in the form of men but here it 
is man who is adored in the form of God, indeed in the form of Jesus Christ. 

Luther's great discovery of the freedom of the Christian man and the 
Catholic heresy of the essential good in man combined to produce the 
deification of man. But, rightly understood, the deification of man is the 
proclamation of nihilism. With the destruction of the Bible and of all divine 
commands and ordinances, man destroys himself. There arises an 
unrestrained vitalism which involves the dissolution of all values and 
achieves its goal only in final self-destruction, in the void. 

Note: A excellent book on this subject is obtainable: Without Excuse: A 
Vindication of the Argument from Design, by Dr. D. N. Samuel. 

Another characteristic of the religion of the cross is, it is full of Christ. Christ is 
associated with all its duties and all its hopes. Christ is its centre. Christ is its 
living head, and it lives not, any more than an amputated limb, when severed from 
Christ. Only as its roots strike downward, and clasp this Tree of Life, does it bear 
fruit. "If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." Gardiner Spring 
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• BOOK REVIEWS • 

Pope Benedict XVI and the United Kingdom. Various authors. Free Presbyterian 
Publications. Obtainable from FP Bookroom, 133 Woodlands Road, Glasgow G3 6LE. pp I 08, 
paperback. £5.00;35% discount on bulk orders. ISBN 978 0 902506 66 4. 

This book has an attractive cover showing Henry VIII with foot on the neck of Pope Clement VII , 
taken from Foxe's Acts and Monuments. The back cover shows a number of previous Popes who 
each exercised vast power and made great claims, some of which are set out in this book. In the 
introduction, Rev. Douglas Somerset refers to the papacy as the Antichrist: "It is both foolish and 
sinful of our rulers to be flattering the Pope with such an invitation. A papal visit is not a blessing 
to any nation but a token of Divine displeasure" (page 9), adding that normally the "purpose of a 
visit by a head of State is to promote good relations between two nations, neither of which is trying 
to usurp power over the other. But the Pope is trying to bring Britain into subjection to his 'Holy 
See', and the purpose of his visit is to promote this aim" (page 12). Other contributors are Rev. 
Hugh Cartwright and Rev. John Macleod, ministers in the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, 
and Matthew Vogan, Roy Middleton and Dr. Alexander Ross, all ruling elders in that church. 

The first contribution from Mr. Vogan begins with some of the overwheening titles of papal 
claims: "Bishop of Rome, Vicar of Jesus Christ, Successor of the Prince of the Apostles", adding "He 
will be addressed as Your Holiness and Most Holy Father (a form of address reserved for God 
Himself, John 17: I I)", and "anyone with a modest acquaintance with the Bible can assess these 
claims as absurd at best and blasphemous at worst" (page 13). He states that the former cardinal 
Ratzinger was a member of the Hitler Youth in the Nazi regime who began his military service in 
1943 as a member of an anti-aircraft unit charged with killing Allied Pilots. He then refers to the 
Pope's theology and "his role in concealing sexual abuse committed by Roman Catholic priests" 
(page 17), adding "his role in investigation has been one of obstruction and concealment". He 
quotes a statement from a Vatican lawyer dealing with such cases that wicked priests "are merely 
moved, so there's a total disregard for the victims". This prompted the Tablet, a Roman Catholic 
paper, to state that Ratzinger had chosen to give "greater weight to the prevention of scandal than 
to the protection of vulnerable minors" (page 18). Ratzinger had tried to minimise child abuse 
claims, blaming the media, but is now faced with a mass of new cases. The year 20 I 0 has seen the 
claims rise to a great height, which the Pope deplores, causing a director of Survivors Network of 
those Abused by Priests to comment: "How many times does the Pope get to 'condemn' clergy 
sexual abuse while doing virtually nothing to stop it?" (page 21 ). 

The second contributor, Hugh Cartwright, refers to the constitution of Scotland and England, 
dealing with the Thirty-Nine Articles, the Second Scots Confession of Faith or National Covenant, 
1580, subscribed at Holyrood House, the Westminster Confession of Faith , the Irish Articles of 
1615 and the Revolution Settlement (Bill of Rights and Act of Settlement). He states: "These 
documents denounce as error the distinctive dogmas of Romanism and specifically repudiate the 
claims of the Pope to universal spiritual and temporal supremacy" (page 24). Some may query, he 
says, "why this should prevent the Pope from receiving a state welcome ... the reason is found in 
the incompatibility of the claims of the Pope with regard to Church and State in the United 
Kingdom with the Constitution of our nation" (page 31). The Pope is the head of a church from 
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which the UK was delivered in the 16th century Reformation and is acclaimed at his inauguration 
as "the Father of Princes and Kings, Ruler of the World, the Vicar of our Saviour Jesus Christ". Mr. 
Cartwright adds that because Parliament is willing to allow the Pope to "address them is indicative 
of their ignorance of, or indifference to, the Constitutional basis of their freedom from the 
oppressive papal power against which generations of our forebears struggled" (page 32). 

The third contributor highlights three points demonstrating that the Pope is the head of a false 
religion. Mr. Middleton mentions the glamour about popery that attracts the natural man, adding 
that "a significant part . .. of any Bible-believing Church is to let their people know what Rome 
stands for and what are the main theological tenets of the popish church" (page 37). His three 
heads highlight some of Rome's errors: I. The rule of Faith; 2. The Way of Salvation; and 3. Idolatry. 
These show the difference between Romanism and Biblical Christianity. "The ecclesiastical freedom 
of future generations hinges, under God, on the stand we take now" (page 38). 

The fourth contribution on Papal Infallibility (so-called) is by Alexander Ross. 
The fifth, by John Macleod, is entitled "The Pope in Scripture" and is considered under three 

heads: I. His appearance on the stage of history; 2. His performance; and 3. His solemn departure; 
ending with a couplet from William Cowper: 

"Rome shall perish, write that word 
In the blood that she has spilt." 

The book concludes with a reprint of R. L. Dabney's "The Attractions of Popery". This famous 
US minister ( 1820-98) refers to the similar, though different, problems encountered with popery in 
his day. "It is reproduced here ... because of its great interest and because of its important analysis 
of the appeal that Roman ism has for the natural heart" (page 82). 

There is much in this book that is very important and all who are concerned should buy, read 
and spread these warnings to their friends and neighbours. D.G.R. 

A Day's March Nearer Home: Autobiography of J. Graham Miller. Ed. lain 
Murray. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 328, hardback. £ 16.00. ISBN 13 978 I 84871 064 I. 

Despite its subtitle, this is not a typical autobiography but an edited account of various writings 
which Graham Miller, a New Zealand Presbyterian minister, produced throughout his lifetime. Some 
are personal and some concern the Presbyterian Church in Vanuatu (formerly the New Hebrides). 
lain Murray has skilfully woven them into an account of Miller's life and times. 

For New Zealand Christians, especially those with Presbyterian connections, or for Vanuatuans, 
this book makes fascinating reading. But there is plenty to interest anyone who wants practical 
advice on how to lead the Christian life, how to bring up a Christian family and how to be gracious 
in controversy without compromising on principle. 

As Miller wrote mainly for his own family, there are many small and interesting details of 
Christian family life. For example, he describes how, as a small boy, brought up in a manse, he had 
to get up at 7 a.m. every morning, light the coal range, and milk the family cow before breakfast -
not unusual in the New Zealand of the early 1900s. But family prayers following breakfast probably 
was. His detailed description of his and his wife's daily routine during retirement is also instructive. 

Graham Miller was a highly regarded preacher. Anyone wanting a seat in his church in Papakura 
in the 1960s was advised to arrive twenty minutes early. The book is peppered with names familiar 
to New Zealand evangelicals of that time -Arthur Gunn (another evangelical Presbyterian minister 
in neighbouring Manurewa), Muri Thompson (New Zealand's leading Maori evangelist), E. M. 
Blaiklock (professor of Classics at Auckland University and a leading Baptist evangelical), and 
Robert Laidlaw (New Zealand's answer to John Laing).There are accounts of liberal/evangelical 
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controversies within the New Zealand Presbyterian Church; e.g., the Lloyd Geering furore and the 
battles fought by the Westminster Fellowship (an evangelical Presbyterian movement). His time as 
Principal of Melbourne Bible Institute in Australia and its not very happy ending is also recorded. 

Much of the the book describes his years in Vanuatu as a missionary and his influence on the 
government of the newly independent nation. He is still held in great reverence there. 

The book is attractively produced and there are many photographs, a map of Vanuatu, a good 
index, appendices on public worship, a list of sermons preached at St. Giles Church in Australia, 
where he finished his ministry, and a list of his published writings. There are a couple of minor 
errors for which an editor, who is not a New Zealander, should be excused - totata on page 2 
should be totara and on page 7 Plymouth should be New Plymouth. N.M.M. 

The Intercession of Christ. John Bunyan. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 128, paperback. 
£5.99. 1SBN 978 I 84550 544 8. 

Containing a brief biographical introduction of John Bunyan by WilliamS. Barker, this work may be 
regarded as sermons by Bunyan on Hebrews 7:25 and is a fascinating insight into his approach to 
expounding a text. 

He begins by explaining the nature of Christ's intercession, its benefits and some applied 
teaching, then goes on to outline groups of people to be blessed by that intercession. He concludes 
with a further series of lessons and urges his readers to study the subject further. 

This is a valuable and clear treatment of a subject rarely (in my experience) preached upon. Sadly, 
Bible quotations are not from the A.V. R.S. 

A Guide to Christian Living. John Calvin, trans. Robert White. The Banner ofTruth Trust. 
pp. 168, gift edition, pocket size. £ I 0.00. ISBN 13 978 184871 040 5. 

A Guide to Christian Uving is a new translation by Robert White of part of John Calvin's famous 
Institutes. White's translation follows the text established by Jean-David Benoit. 

Those who know Calvin will know what to expect - they won"t be disappointed; those who 
don't may find this a helpful way to begin to digest a massive work. Calvin here focusses on 
Christian living, noting that Christians are called to be righteous, so God's perfection should be our 
aim. He argues that denying self is the key - he is particularly good at isolating arrogance, pride, 
intemperance and extravagance as things that stand in the way of th is. But he is equally positive in 
demonstrating the importance of patience and forbearance in suffering. 

Some readers may be shocked at the importance Calvin attaches to suffering: he states that all 
who are in Christ must suffer because Christ suffered.Affliction tests our obedience; the result, he 
argues, is contempt for our present life and our looking forward to resurrection. Balancing this, 
though, is Calvin's delight in creation- just occasionally one feels he underestimates the importance 
of enjoying God's creation but he is careful to set such enjoyment in the context of our sinfulness 
and our tendency to abuse creation gifts. 

Sobering and highly recommended. B.S. 

Pastoral Ministry. Richard Baxter. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 128, paperback. £3.25. ISBN 
978 I 8487 I 06 89. 

Richard Baxter, vicar of Kidderminster, was one of the great Puritan preachers and writers of the 
17th century. His book, The Reformed Pastor, has long passed into legendary status as one of the 
finest books ever written on the ministry and pastoral care. Yet, as J. L. Packer notes in his preface 
to this short selection from Baxter's book, Baxter himself was not above criticism. Quirky in 
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theology (particularly in the areas of grace and the atonement) and often argumentative in 
character he wasn't possibly the most diplomatic of men. Yet his remarkable ministry in 
Kidderminster virtually transformed the whole town and his personal counselling and catechising 
had an amazing impact on the lives of those around him. 

This Banner ofTruth "Pocket Puritans" paperback gives us a month's worth of meditations from 
Baxter that will challenge even the most ardent pastor or congregation. Baxter is ruthless on sin 
and impatient with idleness: his personal and pastoral standards are of the very highest. Elevated 
above everything for him is his love for Christ and his passion for peoples' salvation -all obstacles 
and difficulties in ministry are thus set in their true context. Essential reading. B.S. 

While the Bridegroom Tarries. R. B. Kuiper. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 143, paperback. 
£6.25. ISBN 978 I 84871 067 2. 

This series of I 0 sermons, dealing with "the Signs of the Times", was preached in 1919 by Rienk 
Bouke Kuiper at Sherman Street Christian Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, where he was minister. 

By "signs of the Times", Kuiper explains that he means present conditions and present events 
which surely point to the future but nevertheless lie in the present. Beginning with the events and 
aftermaths of the recently ended World War, Kuiper discusses how a number of issues may well be 
pointing towards an imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ. His analysis of "The Heedless 
World", in which he brings out the similarities between the state of spiritual unconcern prevailing 
in the world in 1919 and the description of the situations in the days of Noah and Lot, as referred 
to by our Lord in Luke 17: 16-30, is an accurate picture of our own times except that we now seem 
to be in an even worse position. Exactly the same can be said about Kuiper's sermon on "The 
Church's Departure from the Faith". ln dealing with "The Missionary Age" he marvels that, although 
the church is deteriorating spiritually at a rapid rate, there is, at the same time an unprecedented 
expansion of missionary activity across the globe and he views this as a sign of the impending return 
of our Lord. 

In a sermon investigating antichrists he selects four"movements" prevalent at the time, including 
Roman ism, and closely examines them to see how they fit the biblical description of anti christ. The 
title of the book is taken from the text, Matthew 25:5, which Kuiper expounds in his sermon 
"sleeping Christians" in which he urges all true believers to take seriously our duty to be always 
ready for Christ's coming. Kuiper also examines the significance of the Jewish return to Palestine 
and concludes with a sermon entitled "Christian Optimism" in which he sets out to show that,"the 
Christian, while taking this exceedingly far from bright view of things, is at the same time the world's 
biggest optimist". 

I highly recommend this book. I found R. B. Kuiper's insights and analysis of the situation in his 
day to be, in many ways, even more relevant and important in our current situation. Whether or 
not we agree with all his conclusions we can, without doubt, find a great deal here to guide and 
encourage us in these difficult days. D.K.M. 

Rest in God. lain H. Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 35, small paperback. £2.00. ISBN 978 
I 84871 081 8. 

lain Murray opens this short booklet about the relevance and importance of the fourth 
commandment to Christians today with the words from Genesis 2:3: "Then God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it he rested from all His work which God had created 
and made." 

Mr. Murray states that there is a common idea that these words do not set out an instruction 
for man to follow and that the day of rest was instituted later in the Scripture, during the time of 
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Moses. In the first chapter he puts forward a number of reasons for believing that this idea is wrong 
and that the day of rest was appointed by God at the time of creation and therefore a 
commandment for all mankind. 

The second chapter addresses the argument that the Sabbath was very closely and exclusively 
linked to the Jewish nation and was therefore terminated with the new covenant along with other 
ceremonial laws. In the following short chapter Mr. Murray discusses Calvin's view that the fourth 
commandment does not have authority for Christians and produces evidence to show that Calvin 
later changed his opinion on this. Further arguments proposing that the fourth commandment has 
been ended by the New Testament are dealt with in the following chapter. 

In the penultimate chapter, looking at the "Witness of History", Mr. Murray contends that during 
periods of revival, observance of the Sabbath has always been an important factor and has resulted 
in blessings for the churches. 

The concluding chapter brings together a number of quotes and examples to emphasise the vital 
importance of keeping the Sabbath day holy. 

Although this book consists of only 35 pages, lain Murray has assembled many relevant 
quotations from a variety of sources to enhance his arguments and I found it to be a very powerful 
and helpful summary of the issues. D.K.M. 

A Call to Prayer. J. C. Ryle. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 34, paperback. £ 1.50. ISBN 0 85151 
819 2. 

The reader is challenged in the first line of this booklet by the question, "Do you pray?". Then in 
orderly style Ryle opens up many matters about prayer. It is necessary for a person's salvation, being 
to faith what breath is to life. As a clergyman of great experience he found many people who 
seemed strangers to God even when they were drawing near death. Those who find difficulty in 
knowing what to say are reminded that the Holy Spirit is ever ready to assist us in speaking to God. 
He gives examples of the power of prayer and points to it as the best way of bringing happiness 
and contentment: "Is any afflicted among you? Let him pray" Oames 5: 13). There are warnings too: 
to those who neglect and are careless in private prayer being in great danger of backsliding; to 
those with excuses about not having the time or right place or because they feel unworthy. 

The booklet ends with an exhortation to those who do pray: observe reverence and humility; 
persevere in being earnest; pray in faith that your prayers are heard; be particular in prayer, not just 
confessing you are a sinner but naming the sins you are asking forgiveness for; intercession; 
thankfulness. 

There is less than an hour's reading here, but a lifetime of value. G.F.H.H. 

Be Still, My Soul. A compilation edited by Nancy Guthrie. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 176, 
paperback. £7.99. 1SBN 978 I 84474 442 8. 

This book is a compilation of 25 classic and contemporary authors on the problem of pain - a 
subject always with us or thrown at us by unbelievers. Whenever the subject is explained by one 
writer alone we may have problems in identifying with that author's experiences. 

Here is a valuable contribution by Nancy Guthrie in gathering writings by authors old and new 
on the subject and presenting them in one volume. Each contribution is long enough to make its 
point, so even if we fail to identify with some of the authors, we should find others who bring home 
to us the truths we need to face . 

The contributions are grouped under three headings: I. God's perspective on suffering; 2. God's 
purpose in suffering; and 3. God's provision in suffering. The book uses various Bible versions. 

R.S. 
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The Happiness of Heaven. Maurice Roberts. Reformation Heritage Books and E.P. Books. 
pp. 124, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 60178 081 2. 

The author is a minister in the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) and a well-known conference 
speaker. The eleven chapters average I 0-12 pages with clear paragraph headings, and there is a 
Scripture index at the back. American spelling has been kept. 

Roberts' treatment of his subject is not speculative but Biblical, but what we are given is only a 
tiny glimpse because a complete revelation would be beyond our capacity to understand. Among 
the many questions he deals with are: whether we shall know each other in heaven, or what is 
happening on earth; the Protestant view of infant salvation is fully discussed; the "dark side of 
heaven" and the question of knowing loved ones and friends who are lost, quoting Robert 
M'Cheyne and Jonathan Edwards to show that having changed and perfected natures means that 
we shall love what God loves, and that only. 

He concludes that happiness means enjoyment of God and our longing for heaven should be for 
the sake of knowing Christ, and it is desirable because He is there. 

G.F.H.H. 

Simplicity in Preaching. J. C. Ryle. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 24, paperback. £ 1.50. ISBN 
978 I 84871 065 8. 

The subject of this booklet was delivered as a lecture to clergy at St Paul's Cathedral in 1887, and 
it has lost none of its force and vigour over 123 years. 

Ryle deals with one matter only in preaching - simplicity in language and style. Drawing on his 
own experience in a country parish for forty years, he stresses that speaking simply about things 
sometimes hard to understand requires time and trouble in preparation, taking care not to talk 
down to people. 

Make sure you have a clear view of the subject yourself. Choose your words carefully, because 
what "reads" well will not always "speak" well. Use plenty of illustrations, remembering the example 
of the Lord Jesus who "spake as never man spake", His parables being about people and things 
familiar to His hearers. An Arab proverb says that "the best speaker is the one who can turn the 
ear into an eye". His best advice is kept to the end: "While we seek simplicity in preaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ ... let us never forget to accompany our sermons by holy living and fervent 
prayer." Highly recommended alike for seasoned preachers and those just setting out to win souls. 

G.F.H.H. 

The Accomplishment and Application of Justification. Henry Sant. The 
Huntingtonian Press, Hedge End, Southampton. pp. 15. Unpriced. 

This booklet contains an address, given by Mr. Sant, at a Particular Baptist chapel at a meeting of 
the Sovereign Grace Union, in 2008. 

Beginning with the doctrine of justification by faith, "by which the church stands or falls" (Martin 
Luther), he corrects many misconceptions, among which are the statements of the "present Bishop 
of Durham, Dr. Tom Wright", concerning the "New Perspective", which amount to "a denial of that 
great truth that was rediscovered at the time of the Protestant Reformation". 

It was good to see that (sadly, now largely forgotten) quotation from Augustus Toplady: 

Payment God cannot twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety's hand, 
And then again at mine. 
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Mr. Sant makes clear that no "work" of ours is sufficient to justify us in God's sight; it is not our 
faith, as something that can, somehow or other, be obtained by us. 'The vital thing is the object of 
faith. And faith has to do with Christ. It is the looking only unto Jesus. And that is what justifying 
faith does. It has to do with Christ." 

Highly recommended. D.L.J. 

James Bourne; His Life and Ministry. Henry Sant.The Huntingtonian Press, Hedge End, 
Southampton. pp 20. Unpriced. 

To most of us, James Bourne is an almost unknown figure. This booklet contains a paper given by 
Mr. Sant at a Strict Baptist chapel in the U.S.A. in 2009. 

James Bourne ( 1773-1854) was, in his early years, much influenced by William Huntington, whose 
writings he ably defends. After his death the first edition of Bourne's Letters was published; his fame 
to a large extent rests on the value of these.J. C. Philpot wrote: "lt is some time since we met with 
a book of greater weight or power: ' There were two distinctive marks of Bourne's ministry -"he 
was able to discern false religion, and his ministry was certainly discriminating". Hopefully, after 
reading this excellent "Life and Ministry" many will want to read Bourne's Letters! 

His love in time past 
Forbids me to think 
He' llleave me at last 
In trouble to sink: 
Each sweet Ebenezer 
I have in review, 
Confirms His good pleasure 
To help me quite through. 

D.L.J. 

John Newton 
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