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• EDITORIAL • 

"Take this child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy wages" 
(Exodus 2:9) 

THIS command of Pharaoh's daughter to Moses' mother was from God. Moses 
grew to be one of the three most influential men who have ever lived. This is the 
anniversary year ofthe passing into glory in 1811 of Robert Raikes of Gloucester, 
who awoke this nation to the need to teach children the Bible by every means 
available. A hundred years after he started the Sunday School movement -
although he was not the first to start a Sunday School- thirty-two million children 
and teachers worldwide were in Sunday Schools. That was in 1880, when the 
nation marked the centenary of the start of Raike's "Sooty Lane Sunday School" 
as a great and a good day. 

Remember the words of Calvin, when someone spoke to him against catechiz
ing, that any church which ceased catechizing would soon cease to be a church. We 
are proving the truth of it daily. Bringing up children is the hardest work a woman 
will ever do in her life, and paid work is the easy and profitable option, and 
husbands approve or it would not continue. That is where our afternoon Sunday 
Schools have gone. It is hard, but blessed, teaching children the right ways of the 
Lord from His Word. One lesson from Robert Raikes' life is that whoever brings 
little ones to Christ will be opposed. He said, "I walk alone", and so it will be 
today. He was ostracized, called names, and despised by the better-off in 
Gloucester. Another is that God wisely chooses to use the apparently most unlikely 
instruments. Raikes, the young dandy who took snuff elegantly and dressed 
most expensively and went on doing this as he advanced in the Christian life, was 
hardly the obvious choice. Another is that opposition is not just from worldly 
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"Christians", but from the children, whose behaviour was as bad as any child's 
today. Another is that Raikes took great trouble to introduce wild, rough children 
who were out of control, to church. Come, and the Lord "give thee thy wages". 

The response to the appeal for past volumes, has been most generously answered 
by one reader who gave us the valuable 1778 volume, and from Australia, where 
we have been offered the 1977 missing issues, and we are thankful to both. We 
are still anxious to procure the 1772, 1783, January 1784, 1799, 1801, 1803, 1804, 
1809, and 1824 volumes. 

We ask your prayers, and are thankful to our heavenly Father for all His help 
thus far in response to your prayers and thanksgivings. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man 
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil" (Job 1:1) 

VISITING a dying lady missionary in hospital in Cromer who had lost all touch 
with her family over the years abroad and was utterly alone, she told me she was 
spending her last days on earth reading Job. What was she looking for? A 
philosophy of suffering? No, but an answer from God. Thus the answer she 
sought is not a tidy one, for it does not fit neatly into human reasoning. 

When a man is desperate, when there is no future, the past full of memories 
best forgotten, and the present hopeless, then let that man read Job. Why is this? 

Job deals with reality. The Amarna letters and Egyptian texts show that the 
name Job was derived from "where is Father", a name suggesting puzzlement 
with God's dealings. The name was used in patriarchal times, even royalty being 
called by it. Either Job was a real and widely admired man, so that parents named 
their sons after him, or the book is about a man who never existed, or about whom 
we know little, just later poetic fanciful addition added to a very basic story. If 
those widespread views of Job were true, then that dying lady was wasting her last 
precious days reading unreality, and imagining God was speaking to her, when in 
reality Job was merely a literary device of human invention. 

Human nature avoids reality, and only accepts it in small doses. Thus in this 
world where nothing is new under the sun, religions in ancient times made up 
heroic characters who suffered dreadful and multiple misfortune, and then the god 
they worshipped put all to rights when the hero took some friend's advice to heart, 
and honoured the god correctly, The world and its religions have not changed. 
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They revolt against inward heart-change, or facing the just displeasure of the great 
and terrible God who requires truth in the inward parts. They like surface changes 
to please gods who make no moral demands. 

God's children face truth. As the Lord Jesus put it, all who are of the truth hear 
His voice and come to Him. That lady in hospital was seeking relief in the 
experience of an actual man called Job, who lived on earth, and is referred to in 
Ezekiel 14 verse 14 alongside Noah and Daniel as a real historic person, and in 
James 5 verse 11 , "Ye have heard of the patience of Job." He lived somewhere 
between Noah and Abraham, and was a Gentile. No mention is made of Moses ' 
Law, but the memories of Creation and the truth of God is not yet lost, as 
happened later as it deformed into idolatry. 

What comforts a sufferer in this long book? It certainly is not drama, for most 
of the book consists of long, poetic speeches. Why did that lady keep reading it, 
whilst in the beds around they read the newspapers, or novels off the trolley that 
came round? She saw in the story a man who was like her, facing utter 
bewilderment with God's doings in his life. 

Job poses the questions the human heart craves an answer to. It concerns a 
man called Job who came from Uz, to the East, from Edom or Aram, who suffered 
an apparent injustice from God. Reduced from greatest prosperity to utter ruin in 
a day, Job refused to take the easy way out and blame it all on God's injustice. 
That left him with only one answer: that he had sinned terribly in some way, for 
which he was being punished. This also, he knew to be untrue, although he never 
doubted he was a sinner. 

The great abyss Job faced was eternity. He has lost all, and is now an outcast, 
not just from men, but from God, eternally. Job wants his name engraved in the 
rock with a pen of iron in letters of lead - the nearest he can get to everlastingly 
being had in remembrance. He cries, "0 earth, cover not thou my blood". He 
speaks of going to a land of being eternally forgotten, out of mind, of utter 
darkness and dust, peopled by the ghostly figures of all who have died, good and 
bad, great and small, lying imprisoned and, 0 woe! cut off from fellowship with 
God for ever. That is what moves Job to fight, to cry out, to oppose his friends, to 
protest his innocence, and above all to want to speak face to face with God and 
plead his cause. At times his faith rises and he glimpses eternity with God, but 
then he sinks back into not knowing, and it fills him with gloom and despondency. 
The worst of it is, his friends bemoan his loss of earthly things, and in a way, 
sympathise over his earthly sufferings, but they are quite unable to enter into his 
agonies over heavenly matters. They have no fellowship with God as he has, so 
cannot understand his sense of being unjustly treated by God. Thus the depths he 
is passing through of loss of fellowship with God, simply do not enter their 
thinking. Poor Job! 

Job's cry was "Why, Lord?". Here is a man whose character and conduct was 
pleasing to God, a thoroughly straightforward and honest patriarch who did not 
merely shun what was sinful, but rejected it firmly. His excellence of character 
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was public knowledge, and as one reads the book, admiration for him grows. 
It is the age-old problem of suffering that drives men to Job. Ultimately, the world 
has no answer to suffering, no explanation that satisfies, nothing but platitudes. 
Analysis it has in plenty, but answers, none. Thus the other ancient "Jobs" were 
patently untrue to human experience. They made no attempt to see that one event 
befalls the just and the unjust alike, and cannot be universally explained by 
accusing the sufferer of being worse than the rest of mankind. Indeed, wicked 
men often prosper, and good suffer. They fail to meet the cry of the human heart. 

God allows suffering for a purpose. This purpose is hidden from men, it lies 
in heaven. Here is Job, a man who loves God, not just for the rewards this brings 
-riches, honour and safety- but for Himself. God was allowing his faith in Him 
to be tried to the limit beyond human endurance. It was to prove the reality of 
Job's love for God, not just for His gifts. 

Here is the first place ever to say Satan is real, powerful, the accuser, but not 
God. Satan's great stratagem is to hide himself and deny his own existence. He is 
revealed as real, personal, and the cause of all our misery. He stands insolently 
before God, boasting he has come from walking up and down in the earth, owner 
of all he surveys. God says upright Job is not Satan's. Satan sneers accusingly, 
"doth Job love God for nought?". Let God remove his prospelity, and he is 
confident that Job will then curse God to His face. 

Satan believes that goodness does not exist. God tells Satan that he can test 
Job, and he does so, by stages, but only as far as God gives him leave, setting 
limits. Satan first destroys his ideal family of seven sons and three daughters, then 
his wealth in servants, cattle and animals, and then his health. Satan reveals 
himself as one who will use any unlawful means, so uses Job's wife to tempt him. 
Thus he loses her sympathy in his most acute need. She advises, "Dost thou still 
retain thine integrity? Curse God, and die." Job retains his integrity and his love 
for God through unendurable suffering. 

To us, suffering seems quite undeserved and unjust. Job is left in acute, deep
seated and agonizing pain, with a loathsome skin disease, so even his fliends fail 
to recognize him. They knew dignified Job as the greatest and richest of the sons 
of the East, but now a haggard bag of skin and bone, fevered, depressed, weeping, 
suffering, sighing, crying and groaning through sleepless nights, tortured by 
nightmares. He has putrid breath, failing vision, rotting teeth, and sits before 
them as an outcast of society on the town rubbish heap, scraping his unbearable 
pustules with a potsherd. But we know the explanation lies in heaven, unknown 
by Job. That give us unspeakable comfort. 

God allows religious "friends" to torture Job further. The three start with 
sympathy, and sit down with him saying nothing for seven days. Then Job speaks, 
cursing the day he was born and longing for death, at a loss to know why God has 
done this to him. 

Religion and men cannot help. Eliphaz, perhaps the oldest as he is the first to 
break silence, is polite, tactful, and does not accuse Job of any fault , but is gently 
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disapproving in tone. Eliphaz is in a quandary, for he is a real friend and has 
affection for Job, with his spiritual welfare at heart. However, behind the poetic 
picture language, which is difficult to translate, and for a Western mind hard to 
follow, his meaning is, "what you have preached to others you are now failing to 
perform. You should retain confidence in God." His question to Job is, "whoever 
perished being innocent?". And for good measure he adds, "They that plough 
iniquity and sow wickedness, reap the same". "They" here means "you"! He 
claims to have understood this by "visions of the night", and goes on to say 
that God does only right, and so it is futile for Job to call on God as he has failed 
to accept God's dealings with him. And, if Job had done right, he would now be 
safe and prosperous. Thus Eliphaz sums up what religion, apart from the Bible, 
teaches about suffering. 

Job is stung into an emotional, defensive, and self-justifying response. He 
had expected his friends would have understood that allowance ought to be made 
for his acute misery before judging him. But Eliphaz has made him now even 
more desperate, and so he pleads with the friends to be more straightforward in 
their accusations. He speaks of the hardness and brevity of life, and remonstrates 
with God, asking why God does not pardon him if he has sinned? 

Religion just rubs salt into our wounds. Bildad then steps in, and really repeats 
what Eliphaz has argued, but far more bluntly, with less consideration for Job's 
feelings. His line is that the accepted wisdom of the ages is that Job must have 
sinned some great sin. Otherwise, he would be prospering now. Job can see no 
other explanation, but if sin is the cause, then how can a man be just with God? 
How can he restore a right relationship with Him? And what is the use of arguing 
with the Almighty or protesting innocence? 

Suffering can only be answered in the Lord Jesus. Job never says he has never 
sinned, but that he is not conscious of any heinous sin he has committed, and 
denies completely doing any of the dreadful things they accuse him of. So he 
makes his complaint to God, saying this brief life needs someone to mediate 
between man and God, seeing God is so great and fearsome. He then turns to 
prayer and his own insignificance. He knows and clings to God's goodness, but 
cannot understand how that fits with God's power? Job feels the need for an 
umpire, a Daysman, to put one hand on God, the other on Job, and bring justice 
into the situation. God is too distant, much too frightening to argue with, and it is 
unthinkable to accuse Him of injustice. Job does not question God's right to do 
what He will, but His reasons. 

Religious answers are marred by pride and ignorance. Zophar then speaks, 
falsely accusing Job of saying he is pure. Zophar is confident that God would 
agree with his argument, saying, "Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less 
than thine iniquity deserveth". He states the unsearchable limits of God's wisdom. 
Really, he has no more idea than Job, as to why the man is suffering, but is 
confident he is Job 's teacher. 
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Job oscillates between hope and despair. His long reply is quieter, less 
emotional, but complains he is a laughing stock to his friends who are 
contemptuous of his misfortune. He shows that their argument is against the facts. 
Bad men prosper: good men suffer. God is absolute Ruler of all, animals, humans, 
even nations and rulers. So he asks God "wilt thou break a leaf?". He is utterly 
weak, sitting amid the rubbish, yet "Thou writest bitter things against me". As he 
muses how short and unhappy a man's life is, he reflects on the destructive power 
of God, and then his faith rises, only to despair again. 

Human answers to suffering merely reiterate the same thing. A second round 
of speeches by these "friends" is each replied to by Job. They grow ruder, blunter, 
angrier, more accusatory and are increasingly spiritually empty. They restate the 
accepted wisdom of the day: good men prosper: bad men suffer. Job needs to 
confess some past wickedness he is hiding. Job steadily maintains that he refuses 
to lie and confess what he has never done, although by no means saying he is 
sinless. "I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all" - were 
I in your place I would comfort and strengthen you. 

Sufferers are unendurably tempted to mistrust God. Job then compares God 
to a wild beast who rips and slashes him, grabs him by the gullet and smashing 
him, and uses him as a target, rushing upon him like an armed man. The only way 
he can see to get any answer from God is by death. Thus Job sinks into despair, 
mocked and criticized on every side. Bildad especially kicks a man who is down, 
and has a poor view of God. 

A great purpose of suffering is to strip away all we trust in. There is Job, 
stripped of everything, even his family and friends. His servants have become 
strangers to him, health has gone, he is barely alive, and turns desperately to his 
friends, "Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 0 ye my friends: for the hand of 
God hath touched me". 

That brings out what is really in our hearts, and Job's faith rises. His faith 
shines out, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth. And though after my skin, worms destroy this body, yet 
in my flesh shall I see God." Zophar's faith does not rise. His response is rude, 
coarse, and hostile, accusing Job of a secret life of crime, now made worse by 
hypocrisy. Thus God has shown one of His purposes behind Job 's suffering: of 
bringing into the light the hidden depths of the heart. 

In suffering, we need silence before God. The friends now give up. Each one 
is best described by the lines, "a man convinced against his will, is of the same 
opinion still", as Job refuses to admit some huge sin in his past: "Till I die, I will 
not remove my integrity from me." Now the friends go quiet his tone is 
more reflective and thoughtful and Job no longer bemoans his possessions, but 
that he can no longer be of service to God. Job in his degradation states his 
plight strongly. His only prospect of an answer is in death. He specifically denies 
he has sinned in any of the ways his friends have accused him of. Job sinks 
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into silence. Thus God has achieved a second purpose behind suffering, to make 
us think less about possessions, more about our real wealth, reserved in heaven 
for us. 

Suffering is a crown of honour to the believer. What a man Job was! None of 
us could have maintained our integrity in the face of the whole world's 
accusations, even though we understand in Christ so much more than Job did. So 
Elihu, the confident young man with all the answers, is brought forward. He does 
bring fresh truth, as he sets out to teach Job in the brash way of youth that feels it 
is right beyond any doubt. The core of his teaching of Job is that God chastens us. 
However, he faces a dilemma he cannot answer. If Job is as innocent of gross sin 
as he says, how can the righteousness of God, in treating him so, be vindicated? 
This is the dilemma, and Elihu's way is to say Job is wrong. It ends in a wonderful 
description of an approaching storm. 

God brings Job down to nothing, in order to help him. Job may have defeated 
his friends, but God then asks, "Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty 
instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him answer it. Then Job answered and 
said, Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my 
mouth. Once have I spoken; but I will not answer; yea, twice, but I will proceed 
no further." 

God gives Job an answer, answerless. Out of that storm, God speaks, and His 
answer is not to explain why Job has suffered, but to show Job and the friends that 
they do not understand God's ways. So God asks Job to say, if he can, how the 
world was made? how God rules and feeds the earth, controlling mighty beasts 
which are uncontrollable to man? Modem man resents these questions, saying it 
is unfair to question scientists' conclusions and remind them they were not there 
when God made the world. God's answer is that He does not explain to men what 
He does, nor could they understand if He did. 

God tells Job to offer sacrifice for himself and his three friends, because they 
have not spoken aright on God's behalf as Job has done. Pause a little here, for 
their speeches are not all worthless. Indeed, they contain wonderful truths about 
God and His ways, but mixed up with earthiness and error. 

God restores Job's fortunes, giving him far more than he had lost, something 
that rarely happens to any believer in this life. It is an Old Testament picture of 
what is laid up in heaven reserved for those who suffer for righteousness sake 
down here. Job had less clear views of the after-life than we do who live after 
"Christ, who hath brought life and immortality to life through the Gospel". Our 
title to that wealth is secured by His death for our sins, and His rising again as the 
first fruits of the dead. We now share His victory over death. But not even our 
Lord Jesus told us fully why suffering exists, and far less does the Book of Job 
give a complete answer. That knowledge can only come in heaven, when we are 
promised that we shall know even as also we are known. The central message of 
Job is, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust him". 
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

A SPECIAL PROMISE 

HAVE you ever been to a wedding? It is a very happy time to see the beautiful 
bride and the handsome groom. Everyone gets dressed in their best and enjoys a 
lovely meal, celebrating with family and friends. The most important part of the 
wedding day is the promise the bride and groom make to each other before God 
and the witnesse~ looking on. They promise to be faithful to one another for as 
long as they both live. 

Marriage was founded by God in the Garden of Eden when He created Eve as 
a wife for Adam. Adam needed support and help which he got from Eve. The 
family unit is a blessing from God for both adults and children. 

The sin of adultery is against God and His law. When someone puts a third 
person in the special relationship only meant for the marriage partner, they are 
wronging not only the marriage partner but God too. The commandment forbids 
not only actual adultery but also impure thoughts and words . 

King David fell into the sin of adultery. He stayed at home instead of going to 
battle with his soldiers. As he looked out from his palace roof he noticed a 
beautiful woman having a bath. David decided he wanted that woman even after 
he found out that she was Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, one of his soldiers . He 
brought her to his palace that evening. Sometime later Bathsheba sent word to 
David that she was expecting a baby. In a panic David tried to cover up his sin. 
When Uriah refused to leave his men at the battlefield and come home, David 
arranged for him to be placed in the forefront of the fighting, where he was bound 
to get killed. Bathsheba was then free to marry David. God was displeased with 
David's sin- adultery leading to deceit and murder. 

Nathan the prophet confronted David with his sin and this led to his repentance 
and forgiveness. At this time David wrote Psalm 51, confessing his sin and 
seeking God's cleansing and forgiveness. 

When Joseph was a slave in Egypt, working in Potiphar 's house, Potiphar's 
wife tried to entice Joseph into the sin of adultery. Joseph was given the grace to 
refuse; "How could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" he said. Day 
after day Joseph refused her advances until he had to flee from the house right 
away from her. She told wicked lies about Joseph which resulted in him going to 
prison. But God was with Joseph and showed him mercy and gave him a favoured 
position in the prison. 

In Paul's letter to Timothy, he advises him to flee youthful lusts and instead to 
follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace from a pure heart. That is good advice 
for us too. God's commandment extends to our heart, mind and imagination, as 
well as our actions. 



The Gospel Magazine 153 

The sanctity of marriage is emphasised when Paul speaks about the relationship 
between the Lord Jesus Christ and His church. The husband is the head of the wife 
just as Christ is the Head of the church. Husbands are told to love their wives just 
as Christ loved the church. 

We should pray that the Lord will keep us close to Himself and pure in thought, 
word and deed. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing word. The initial letters of the correct answers will spell out a 
word from the story. 

1. Have upon me, 0 God according to thy lovingkindness (Psalm 
51:1). 

2. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 
(Matthew 19:6). 

3. As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God over 
thee (Isaiah 62:5). 

4. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the 
Lamb is come and his wife hath made herself (Revelation 19:7). 

5. not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men 
that work iniquity (Psalm 141 :4). 

6. But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed with her already in his heart (Matthew 5:28). 

7. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and 
____ himself for it (Ephesians 5:25). 

8. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be 
not again with the yoke of bondage (Galatians 5: 1). 

---·---

• THE PROSECUTION OF THE 
TRANSFIGURATION • 

JOSEPH HALL ( 1574-1656 and a former Bishop of Norwich) 

BEFORE, the disciples' eyes were dazzled with glory; now the brightness of that 
glory is shaded with a cloud. Frail and feeble eyes of mortality cannot look upon 
an heavenly lustre. That cloud imports both majesty and obscuration. Majesty; for 
it was the testimony of God's presence of old: the cloud covered the mountain, the 
tabernacle, the oracle. He that makes the clouds His chariot, was in a cloud carried 
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up into heaven. Where have we mention of any divine representation, but a cloud 
is one part of it? What comes nearer to heaven, either in place or resemblance? 
Obscuration: for as it showed there was a majesty, and that divine, so it showed 
them that the view of that majesty was not for bodily eyes. Like as, when some 
great prince walks under a canopy, that veil shows there is a great person under it, 
but withal restrains the eye from a free sight of His person: and if the cloud were 
clear, yet it shaded them. Why then was this cloud interposed betwixt that glorious 
vision and them, but for a check of their bold eyes? 

Had they too long gazed uponthis resplendent spectacle, as their eyes had been 
blinded, so their hearts had perhaps grown to an over-bold familiarity with that 
heavenly object; how seasonably doth the cloud intercept it! The wise God knows 
our need of these vicissitudes and allays. If we have a light, we must have a cloud; 
if a light to cheer us, we must have a cloud to humble us. It was so in Sinai, it was 
so in Sion, it was so in Olivet; it shall never be but so. The natural day and night 
do not more duly interchange, than this light and cloud. Above we shall have the 
light without the cloud, a clear vision and fruition of God without all dim and sad 
interpositions: below we cannot be free from these mists and clouds of sorrow and 
misapprehension. 

But this was a bright cloud; there is a difference betwixt the cloud in Tabor, and 
that in Sinai; this was clear, that darksome; there is darkness in the law, there is 
light in the grace of the gospel; Moses was there spoken to in darkness, here he 
was spoken with in light. In that dark cloud there was terror, in this there was 
comfort; though it was a cloud then, yet it was bright; and though it was bright, 
yet it was a cloud: with much light there was some shade. God would not speak 
to them concerning Christ, out of darkness; neither yet would He manifest 
Himself to them in an absolute brightness: all His appearances have this mixture. 
What need I other instance, than in these two saints? Moses spake oft to God, 
mouth to mouth: yet not so immediately, but that there was ever somewhat drawn, 
as a curtain, betwixt God and him; either fire in Horeb, or smoke in Sinai: so as 
his face was not more veiled from the people, than God's from him. Elias shall be 
spoken to by God, but in the rock, and under a mantle. In vain shall we hope for 
any revelation from God, but in a cloud. Worldly hearts are in utter darkness, they 
see not so much as the least glimpse of these divine beams, not a beam of that 
inaccessible light: the best of His saints see Him here but in a cloud, or in a glass. 
Happy are we, if God has honoured us with these divine representations of 
Himself; once in His light, we shall see light. 

I can easily think with what amazedness these three disciples stood compassed 
in that bright cloud, expecting some miraculous event of so heavenly a vision; 
when suddenly they might hear a voice, sounding out of that cloud, saying, "This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear him". They need not be 
told whose that voice was; the place, the matter evinced it; no angel in heaven 
could, or durst have said so. How gladly doth Peter afterwards recount it; for He 
received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to 
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Him from the excellent glory, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear him". 

It was only the ear that was here taught, not the eye; as of Horeb, so of Sinai, 
so of Tabor, might God say, Ye saw no shape, nor image, in that day that the Lord 
spake unto you. He, that knows our proneness to idolatry, avoids those occasions 
which we might take to abuse our own fancies. 

Twice hath God spoken these words to His own Son from heaven; once in His 
baptism, and now again in His transfiguration: here not without some appositive 
comparison; not Moses, not Elias, but "this". Moses and Elias were servants, this 
a Son: Moses and Elias were sons, but of grace and choice; this is that Son, the 
Son by nature. Other sons are beloved as of favour and free eltt,etion; this is the 
Beloved, as in the unity of His essence. Others are so beloved, that He is pleased 
with themselves; this so beloved, that in and for Him He is pleased with mankind. 
As the relation betwixt the Father and the Son is infinite, so is the love: we 
measure the intention of love by the extension; the love that rests in the person 
affected alone, is but straight; true love descends, like (Aaron's ointment) from 
the head to the skirts, to children, friends, allies. 0 incomprehensible large love 
of God the Father to the Son, that for His sake He is pleased with the world! 0 
perfect and happy complacence! Out of Christ there is nothing but enmity betwixt 
God and the soul; in Him, there can be nothing but peace: when the beams are met 
in one centre, they do not only heat, but burn. Our weak love is diffused to many; 
God hath some, the world more, and therein wives, children, friends; but this 
infinite love of God hath all the beams of it united in one only object, the Son of 
His love: neither doth He love any thing but in the participation of His love, in the 
derivation from it. 0 God, let me be found in Christ, and how canst Thou but be 
pleased with me! 

This one voice proclaims Christ at once the Son of God, the Reconciler of the 
world, the Doctor and Lawgiver of His church; as the Son of God, He is 
essentially interested in His love; as he is the Reconciler of the world, in whom 
God is well pleased, he doth most justly challenge our love and adherence: as he 
is the Doctor and Lawgiver, He doth justly challenge our audience, our obedience. 
Even so, Lord, teach us to hear and obey Thee as our Teacher; to love Thee 
and believe in Thee as our Reconciler; and, as the eternal Son of Thy Father, to 
adore Thee. 

The light caused wonder in the disciples, but the voice astonishment; they are 
fallen down upon their faces. Who can blame a mortal man to be thus affected 
with the voice of his Maker? yet this word was but plausible and hortatory. 0 
God, how shall flesh and blood be other than swallowed up with the horror of Thy 
dreadful sentence of death! The lion shall roar, who shall not be afraid? How shall 
those, that have slighted the sweet voice of Thy invitations, call to the rocks to 
hide them from the terror of Thy judgments! 

The God of mercies pities our infirmities: I do not hear our Saviour say, Ye lay 
sleeping one while upon the earth, now ye lie astonished; ye could neither wake 
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to see, nor stand to hear; now lie still and tremble: but He graciously touches and 
comforts them, "Arise, fear not". That voice which shall once raise them up out 
of the earth, might well raise them up from it; that hand which by the least touch 
restored sight, limbs, life, might well restore the spirits of the dismayed. 0 
Saviour, let that sovereign hand of Thine touch us, when we lie in the trances of 
our griefs, in the bed of our securities, in the grave of our sins, and we shall arise. 

"They, looking up, saw no man, save Jesus alone," and that doubtless in His 
wonted form; all was now gone, Moses, Elias, the cloud, the voice, the glory. 
Tabor itself cannot be long blessed with that divine light, and those shining 
guests: heaven will not allow to earth any long continuance of glory, only above 
is constant happiness to be looked for and enjoyed; where we shall ever see our 
Saviour in His unchangeable brightness, where the light shall never be either 
clouded or varied. 

Moses and Elias are gone, only Christ is left; the glory of the law and the 
prophets was but temporary, yea momentary, that only Christ may remain to us 
entire and conspicuous; they came but to give testimony to Christ, when that is 
done they are vanished. 

Neither could these raised disciples find any miss of Moses and Elias, when 
they had Christ still with them. Had Jesus been gone, and left either Moses or 
Elias, or both, in the mount with His disciples, that presence, though glorious, 
could not have comforted them; now that they are gone, and He is left, they 
cannot be capable of discomfort. 0 Saviour, it matters not who is away while 
Thou art with us; Thou art God all-sufficient, what can we want, when we want 
not Thee? Thy presence shall make Tabor itself an heaven; yea, hell itself cannot 
make us miserable with the fruition of Thee. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

Part III 
JUSTUS VERMEER 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

LET us now mention something of these positions which are found herein and by 
which way the faithful come to this wonderful position. 

1. The Holy Ghost works in all who will be at one time united with Christ, 
sooner or later, a conviction of their sin (John 16:8), showing them their lost state. 
Jesus seeks after that which is lost (Luke 19: 10). He convinces them of being 
without God and Christ, " . . . without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world" (Ephesians 2: 12). He further convinces them 
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of their bonds and of their deep unwillingness, from which this powerlessness 
flows. "And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life" (John 5:40). This all 
leads a man to wrestle in prayer. It is written of Paul, when he was convinced of 
his sin, "Behold, he prayeth" (Acts 9:11). Added to that, when God reveals 
Himself to such a one something of His holiness and righteousness, he sees 
something of the abominable nature of sin, and he sees this in the light of God's 
countenance. Is it not an amazing that consolation could possibly be sought at 
death, when the Gospel of heaven remains covered and hidden to such a soul? 

The Lord acts in accordance with His freedom - one person can live years in 
conviction without being brought to Christ earlier; the other is converted very 
quickly, such as Paul in three days and the jailor in one night (Acts 24:27-34). 
Some are in great fear and disturbance, under deep impressions of the terrible 
wrath of God and what awaits them in eternity (Jude 5:23). Again, others are more 
silent calm - they see their sin so clearly, depart from it and call for light and the 
revelation of Christ. They are kept from clinging to false christs and are restless 
in heart. "Mine eye trickleth down, and ceaseth not, without any intermission, till 
the Lord look down, and behold from heaven" my misery (Lamentations 3:49-
50). And David says: "I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine 
eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of 
Jacob" (Psalm 132:4-5). 

2. Such a soul receives, in the Lord's time, a revelation of Christ. Before this 
he knew there was a Jesus, through instruction, hearing and reading, but he never 
had the knowledge of Christ through His being revealed to his soul. Job says: "I 
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:5-6) . Jesus says, 
"he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 
manifest myself to him" (John 14:21). And He promises to reveal Himself in a 
way that He does not do to the world (verse 22). The world at present enjoys the 
revelation of the written Word, therefore this must be another revelation of Christ 
by the Word, which God's children enjoy. This revelation of the Gospel and 
proclamation of Christ - not only to but also in the soul - is shown in Galatians 
1:15-16: "But [says Paul] when it pleased God ... to reveal his Son in me." This 
revealing is accompanied by certain things which they never saw before because 
of the presence of their own legalism and wrongness; they were trying to do their 
best and acting according to their own opinions. It is all a legal work which 
hindered them, yes, hastens their damnation, but when the soul sees clearly that 
Gospel work is a work of the Spirit, to be learned and given at God's time, how 
such a soul mourns with shame over her misapprehension and works. Here, and 
here alone, is the powerlessness seen truly as a debt and such a soul stands 
dismayed that God is so incomprehensibly good towards her as He lays His hand 
on her. A real sense of sin and powerlessness makes God at this first moment 
really precious and this revelation of Himself is "as cold waters to a thirsty soul" 
(Proverbs 25:25). But a soul is standing at this point, finding herself bound and 
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unable to come away from her sins to Christ. She finds a great unwillingness in 
herself - known and unknown bonds hold her back. Earlier, before she knew 
Christ, she thought that He was unwilling and she was willing but now she sees 
this totally differently. Therefore, 

3. It is the work of the Spirit to teach her to come to Christ, to accept of Him 
and to offer herself to Christ with all her sins and bonds, leaving nothing behind; 
and that the offer which Christ makes to such a soul, telling her however miserable 
and dreadful she is, He wants to have her. That is why such a soul, being given this, 
does not delay but says: "See, here I am, I come to Thee, make Thou for me 
everything which Thou knoweth what I must be, and do Thou everything that 
should be done to such a filthy and unworthy creature. Is it Thy pleasure to shame 
Thy creature with free goodness? 0 God of love, Hallelujah. Amen." There are 
many proofs thereof in the holy Scriptures. "No man can come to me, except the 
Father which hath sent me draw him .... Every man therefore that hath heard, and 
hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me" (John 6:44-45). "But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name" (John 1: 12). And "How excellent is thy lovingkindness, 0 
God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings" 
(Psalm 36:7). That which Boaz said to Ruth (when she had left her people and her 
father's house and had come to him) is very clear: "The Lord recompense thy 
work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings 
thou art come to trust" (Ruth 2: 12). The Lord first gives the deed by free grace and 
then He adds such a reward to it. David says: "Oh how great is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee" (Psalm 31: 19). 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

--·--

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i I s ham) 

Chapter 20:1-9 

ONE person wrote, with some passion, "0 how the grace of God amazes me". 
This chapter shows again that despite the sins of the people God continues to 
protect and provide, not for the nation's sake, but for His Name's sake. We are 
given a summary of the history of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. 

1. In Egypt (unregeneracy). Notice the precise time of the prophecy and that 
the elders came to the prophet. We do not know why they came, but can safely 
assume they were desperate to hear God's words. The response from God was 
awful - "I will not be enquired of by you"! What a terrible thing to hear - God 
did not want to know. Why? Read verses 5 and 8. Verse 9 shows the mercy in 
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deliverance from Egypt. Although it is not clear whether God actually spoke these 
words to the people, Ezekiel's usual vivid method is used to make the point. The 
promise of release from Egypt came through Moses, but the people did not listen 
(verse 6). At the Exodus the multitude left in triumph, going from a polluted land 
to one of unimaginable beauty, and free from the taskmasters of their slavery. 
Sadly, they soon forgot all that and, looking at the problems around them, started 
to pine for the old life. This just showed how ignorant they were, not appreciating 
the higher life Jehovah was leading them too. It was only because God's name 
was important that they ever got to Canaan, and the nations around would see 
what a wonderful God Jehovah was. Even in the relative freedom after Egypt, 
they looked back with longing eyes and did not forsake their idols. 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) Egypt is a picture of the world, and the Israelites are acting like 
unbelievers, under the yoke of a pitiless tyrant, Satan, and however much they 
work they can never achieve freedom. There will come a time when the "door 
of God's mercy" will not be open, for now is the day of grace; now is the day 
of salvation. Many warnings are given throughout the world but people do 
not respond. The tsunami and the hurricane are all God speaking but very few 
are listening. 

(b) The Gospel is preached and God is revealed through the Bible, but the 
people are stubborn - so are unbelievers. How many sermons are preached but 
people listen and walk away. It is clear no one will believe unless the Holy Spirit 
quickens into life. 

(c) In mercy the Exodus occurred back in Israel's history when the lamb's blood 
was the protector. The people being free looked back and did not value their 
freedom. Christians can so easily slip back into old habits and lose the joy of 
conversion. Keep close to the Lord and you will enjoy your Christian life. (Read 
Deuteronomy 4:32-39). 

(d) If God had acted towards Israel as the requirements ofjustice demanded the 
nation would not have survived, and the church would not continue if covenant 
grace and mercy were not poured out without measure. Only this great love and 
faithfulness to the promises could have moved God to work so wonderfully for 
Israel and for us today. 

GREAT IS GOD'S FAITHFULNESS EVERY DAY 

It was poor comfort to Dives, in flames, that Abraham called him "son"; to Judas 
that Christ called him "friend"; or to the rebellious Jews that God called them 
"His people". 

John Trapp 



160 The Gospel Magazine 

• To THE JEw FIRST • 

Studies on Mary and Martha 

Part I 

TOM ATTWOOD (Hebrew Scriptures, Parma, Ohio, USA) 

Dear Friend, 

This is a Bible study that I have prepared to be a blessing to you. You can go through this 
study over a period of time, taking sections to meditate on His Word and to feed your own 
soul. I pray this study will be a blessing and an encouragement to you in the Lord, and 
helpful to your spiritual life, that you may "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ". 

Look up the Scriptures by their references, and ask the Lord Jesus to teach and give you 
precious truths about Himself from His Word, that you may gain Him and what He has to 
say to you each new day about Himself, as you like Mary "sit at Jesus' feet, and hear His 
Word". I pray the Lord Jesus Christ Himself will richly bless you and be very precious to 
you, as you feed on Him and His words in a new way. 

Thank you for praying for the salvation of Jewish souls, as we point them to the Lamb of 
God by giving the Lord's words in the Hebrew language "to the Jew first" . 

Warmly, In Christ, 

Tom Attwood 

HEARING HIS WORD 

"Give ... thy servant an understanding [a hearing} heart" (see 1 Kings 3:7-12) 
"Speak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth" (see 1 Samue/3:1, 7-10) 

Scripture Reading: Luke 10:38-42; Deuteronomy 33:3 and Psalm 23:1-3 

1. Two sisters, Mary and Martha 

(A) The Lord Jesus, the Messiah, loved them both. "Now Jesus loved Martha, and 
her sister, and Lazarus" (John 11 :5). 

(B) Both women were Jewish believers in the Son of God and had eternal life. 
John 11 :1-3, 27, 32; John 10:28 and 17:2-3. 

1. Martha's faith is seen in John 11:20-28 (verses 22, 27-28). 
Through His words the Lord Jesus Christ gives eternal life (His own life) to 

those who are spiritually dead, to His own. John 10:2-5, 27-30; 11:25-26. See 
John 11 :40-45; 6:63, 67-69; 17:3, 8, 14, 17, 19. "I am the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). Through faith in the 
Son of God "he that hath the Son hath the life" The words "the life" speak of the 
life of the Son of God in the believer. 
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2. Mary's faith and her witness concerning the Lord is shown in John 11:28-32 
and 45. She is always found at the Lord's feet (John 11 :32). (Martha is never seen 
at His feet.) 

Hudson Taylor wrote on the words, "Mary ... sat at Jesus' feet": "At every 
time, in every place, about every matter, if you feel heavy-laden, pause at once; 
come to Jesus and rest. Pillow your head on His bosom, pour out your burden into 
His ear, delight your soul in His love for you. Then, when rested and refreshed, 
'Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it'."" ... Nothing humbles the soul like sacred 
and intimate communion with the Lord, yet there is a sweet joy in feeling that He 
knows all, and notwithstanding, loves us still." 

Mary communed with her Lord. She was an example of one who loved the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Her love and worship of Him came out of her faith and 
knowledge of Christ that she gained through sitting at His feet and hearing His 
words. Christ was all to her. She was a worshipper of the Son of God (John 11 :2; 
12:3-8). 

As we follow Mary's life and example throughout the Scriptures, she is 
presented as a very beautiful believer. In her sacrifice of pouring out the precious 
ointment upon the Lord's feet, by the fragrance of the ointment filling the house, 
in her worshipping Him, the fragrance and worth of His N arne are brought forth 
through her witness, as she preaches to us by her service the Gospel of Christ 
which she heard at the Saviour's feet. 

"Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured 
forth, therefore do the virgins love thee" (Song of Songs 1 :3). Hers is true 
ministry to Christ, and that which is very precious to God. "Ye also, as lively 
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ" (1 Peter 2:2-7a). 

2. "And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his 
word" (Luke 10:39) 
Let us look more closely at Mary's life and example-

(A) Of love for His Word. She "sat at Jesus' feet". Literally, she "seated herself at 
Jesus' feet". 

(B) This was Mary's habit. She was misunderstood by her sister for this, but 
praised by her Lord. She is seen in the Song of Songs 2:3-4: "As the apple tree 
among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under 
his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me 
to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love." 

"My meditation of Him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord" (Psalm 
104:34). "How sweet are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!" (Psalm 119:103). 

She was drawn to the Saviour. She desired to be with Him. She continued to 
listen to Him and receive the Lord's words (1 Peter 1: 18-2:3). 
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She received "with meekness the engrafted word" (James 1:18, 21). She was 
not only saved, but taught by the Lord Himself. "I have more understanding 
than all my teachers. for thy testimonies are my meditation" (Psalm 119:99). 
"[Thy] saints ... sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of thy words" 
(Deuteronomy 33:3). "Thy testimonies [concerning Thyself] are wonderful: 
therefore doth my soul keep them" (Psalm 119:129). 

She was taught by her Saviour. She gained an understanding of His coming 
sufferings and His sacrifice for her. As a result, she became a true worshipper of 
the Lamb. She could perceive personally His worth. She saw Christ as God sees 
His Son through hearing God's words, and gained Him and the knowledge of His 
love for her. 

Christ is "precious" to God. It is wonderful when we can understand the Lord 
Jesus Christ loves me, and see the preciousness of the Lord Jesus as God sees Him 
more and more through the Scriptures. She knew who sat before her: Jehovah 
Jesus. "Unto you therefore which believe he is precious" (1 Peter 2:7a). 

Mary encourages us. We may have the same faith in Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified as she was given through sitting at Jesus' feet and listening to His Word. 
Through hearing His words we may be strong in faith, like Abraham and all of 
His chosen ones in the Old and New Testaments, who were His servants and 
worshippers of the Lord. 

What a great honour, to be called by God! "God is faithful, by whom ye were 
called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Corinthians 1 :9). 

We learn that Mary had . a submissive, meek, quiet and teachable spirit. She is 
a beautiful example to every Christian woman. "Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit (Christ), which is in the sight of God 
of great price" (1 Peter 3:3-4). 

She "heard His word". This means she was listening to His words and obeying 
Him as her Lord. This is inherent in the prayer in 1 Samuel3:9, "Speak, Lord; for 
thy servant heareth". We are taught to obey the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 8:11, 15). 

We see in the Prophet Samuel one who was teachable and obedient, who 
faithfully spoke God's words. "Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and 
it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth. 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place" "And Samuel told him every whit. 
... And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of his words 
fall to the ground" (1 Samuel3:18a, 19). 

Mary waited for her Lord's word to her before she acted: "Then Martha, as 
soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him: but Mary sat still in 
the house." 

"Thou shalt know that I am the Lord: for they shall not be ashamed that wait 
for me" (Isaiah 49:23). Hudson Taylor wrote on these words: "Quiet waiting 
before God would save from many a mistake and from many a sorrow." 
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Mary obeyed her Lord quickly: " ... and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, 
the Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as she heard that, she arose 
quickly, and came unto him" (John 11 :28-29). See that Mary was known by the 
Lord. "He calleth [and knoweth] his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out" 
(John 10:3, 14). This knowledge is not referring to any one on the street, but to 
His very own. 

The Lord gives His promise in John 14:23: "If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him." What a wonderful promise! Christ did not just visit Martha's 
house (Luke 10:38), but He promised Mary she would know His rich indwelling! 

Martha missed this close fellowship with the Lord. To enjoy fellowship with 
the Lord is progressive: to be with Him, to have communion with Him, to know 
His indwelling. 

May this be our daily prayer - "Lord Jesus, make Thyself to me a living, 
bright reality!" 

"More present to faith's vision keen, 
Than any outward object seen. 
More dear, more intimately nigh, 
Than even the sweetest earthly tie." 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

---·---

• III JOHN • 

M. HANDFORD (Kibworth, Beauchamp, Leicester) 

WE have here a gem of private correspondence addressed to Gaius by the Apostle 
John but, like the rest of the Bible, it also contains important messages for our 
own day. The key word of the epistle is "truth", which occurs seven times in the 
fourteen verses. John and Gaius have a priceless possession- they know the truth 
and the truth has made them free. They are men who have met the living God, 
who has revealed Himself in Christ. Knowing the truth has transformed their 
whole life. This Third Epistle of John contains three pen-sketches drawn with 
great skill. Let us look at them. 

Gaius 

This was a very common name, and there are at least three persons bearing the 
same name mentioned in the New Testament. This Gaius was held in high esteem 
by the apostle, because of his steadfast faith and consistent life. False teaching 
was gaining ground, and John was pleased that he had such a staunch champion 
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for the truth as Gaius. John finds pleasure in mentioning that Gaius is living by 
the truth, that there was nothing sham or doubtful about his Christian profession 
- it rang true. He not only believed the truth, but he also lived it. He not only had 
the truth in his head - it ruled his life. John had a great admiration for Gaius; 
moreover, he loved him in the truth (verse 1). The love that Christians had for one 
another made a tremendous impact upon the pagan world - so much so that 
unbelievers were constrained to say, "see how these Christians love one another". 
Can this be said of all churches in these days? We are exhorted to provoke unto 
love and good works, and to esteem others better than ourselves. 

Diotrephes 

This man seems to have been a powerful personality in the local church, but 
he was full of arrogance and self-assertion. He refused to receive travelling 
preachers, he tried to prevent others from doing so, and ventured to 
excommunicate them if they did. He was ambitious for power and loved to have 
the pre-eminence. He had not learned that the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit 
is in the sight of God of great price. He had, too, an undisciplined tongue; he was 
guilty of "prating" - he overflowed with words. His tongue ran away with him in 
malicious and vindictive talk. The cause of Christ has often suffered because of 
wagging tongues. The psalmist prayed "set a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips". Diotrephes must have known this Scripture, but he 
failed to heed it. We must be doers of the Word, and not hearers only. 

Demetrius 

Nothing is known as to who he was, where he lived, or what he had done to earn 
John's commendation, "he has a good report of all men". Whether in the church 
fellowship, or amongst his friends, or at his place of busines~ . everybody had a 
good word for him. "A good report"- could anyone wish for more? Enoch had a 
good report, for we read that before he was translated he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God. Daniel, too, had a good report; his enemies admitted that they 
could find no occasion of fault against him. Such integrity does much to 
commend the Gospel. Let us seek to have such a testimony; we are urged to be 
"living epistles, known and read of all men". 

Three characters - Gaius, Diotrephes, and Demetrius. Two worthy men, and 
one unworthy; two examples to follow, and one to avoid. 

Affection is a great friend to memory: men remember what they care for: an old 
man will not forget where he laid his bag of gold. Delight and love are always 
renewing and reviving their object upon our thoughts. David often asserteth his 
delight in the law, and because of this delight it was always in his thoughts: "0 
how I love thy law! It is my meditation all the day." 

Thomas Manton 
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• WAR ON GoD AND THE BIBLE • 

J. K. POPHAM 

"I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for ifye believe not 
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins" (John 8:24) 

HOW the world came into existence, whether by the immediate creating word of 
God, "Let there be", or by what is called evolution - with this we are brought face 
to face. How man came to exist, whether according to Genesis, "And God said, Let 
us make man"; or whether there has been a development, a growth covering 
millions of years, so that from a bit of jelly (protoplasm) we have risen and risen 
and developed and come to be what we are today - is a question that is openly 
propounded, and I feel it behoves every minister called by grace and sent to preach, 
to set the trumpet to his mouth and blow an alarm with regard to these things. 

"Science, falsely so-called", as the Apostle Paul speaks, is now very loud in its 
utterances and has become most daring in its opposition to God. It starts, of 
course, with cutting away from us the divine inspiration of Holy Scripture. That 
inspiration is denied, and when a man denies the inspiration of this Book he is at 
once adrift and where he will go, how he will end, rests with God. The state today 
of this nation and of the whole world is terrible, and no wonder that the name of 
God no longer inspires reverence; no wonder that the inspired writers are regarded 
as ignorant men and as writing accordingly, and that Jesus Himself is accused of 
being a Jew speaking under the influence of Jewish prejudices. For there being no 
inspiration there can be no proper regard for the Bible and no belief attaching to 
the writings. And for you, my dear friends, especially for you young people, I 
have a strong feeling of sympathy. What God is to do with this nation is not for 
me to say, but we have this before us: "Shall not my soul be avenged on such a 
nation as this?" He has given us in this our beloved nation the greatest of blessings 
- the gift of the Reformation founded on His holy Word. He gave a race of 
ministers mighty in the Scriptures. But the Reformation is now forgotten or 
derided, and the Reformers and Puritans, mighty in the Scriptures, have passed 
away, and we are in an exceedingly low condition. 

Now as I see these things, there is a war being made on God and His inspired 
Word. Men in high places, religious teachers, are not afraid to speak of Him as if 
He were one of themselves, and of His Word as in parts unhistorical, contrary to 
fact, and therefore not to be relied on. Against this unbelieving attitude I speak to 
you, however feebly, and I take up the following positions: 

1. First, I start with this, that this Bible is inspired, that it contains what the apostle 
speaks of to Timothy - "all Scripture", and that "all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God". What is signified by inspiration is stated thus by Scripture 
itself: "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter 
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1:21). That is, the penmen of this Book were so instructed by the Holy Ghost as 
to express the very words of God; not to write in their own words the thoughts 
suggested to them, but to write the words given them (2 Samuel23:2; Acts 1:16). 
And truly if they were, as the anti-Scripturist says, "ignorant men", how necessary 
was it that they should have the very words given them to write and not be left to 
express thoughts in their own language! Who could depend on the Bible if it were 
but a transcription of thoughts, and the words left to the choice of the writers? 
Here we stand this morning: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is 
profitable for doctrine" - may we never despise doctrine; "for reproof'' - God 
grant we may never turn our ears from reproof; "for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness" - how a man should live and how a sinner should be made 
righteous; "that the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works" (2 Timothy 3: 16). 

2. My second position is, that the infinite God created heaven and earth and all 
that therein is, and the sea and all that is therein; that He rules in heaven and earth; 
that there is nothing hid from His gaze, nothing free from His control, nothing 
moving of itself absolutely; that God is "God only wise", the "I AM THAT I AM". 

3. My third position is, that this God did for about thirty-three years walk on the 
earth in our own nature; that the Man Jesus is this God and that He is now in 
heaven in that same nature, even our own nature. And this God speaks in our text 
and says to His enemies: "If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins". 

Now we are brought face to face with two facts, namely, God speaks, and there 
are men who speak against Him and against His Word. You cannot open your 
newspaper today without seeing that His Name, His Word, His Work, His Glory 
are trampled under foot ; and you, with myself, must more or less perceive that 
there is an imminent danger to us if we are left at all to receive the things which 
are taught by them of the Scriptures. Between us, as we hope, believers in the 
Word and in the Being of God, and the scientist preaching his "science falsely so
called", there is a great gulf. He cuts this Book away as to its inspiration; we 
believe it to be inspired. He derides creation work; we believe in it. He says we 
men have always ascended and are ascending. We say we descended in the Fall 
tenibly; that man was made by the immediate operation of God in the image of 
God, his body formed out of the dust and his soul breathed into that body; so he 
became an immortal person, "a living soul". Sin has destroyed the life of the soul, 
but not the immortality of its being; and the life of the body is destroyed but for 
a time, for the day is coming when God will raise the bodies of both the righteous 
and the wicked. I say, there is a great gulf between us and those who deny the 
inspiration of Scripture and its testimony. 

Now this Man who walked on the earth a poor Man, a broken-hearted Man, but 
a Teacher, an anointed Preacher of righteousness (Isaiah 61: 1 ), having the law of 
God in His heart (Psalm 40:8) which He came to obey and fulfil - this Man is the 
only begotten Son of God, and He is the Word. You will find the same Person is 
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spoken of as the Creator. In the first chapter of Genesis you read: "In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth". In his Gospel the Apostle John 
says: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made 
that was made." In the Hebrews the apostle says: "God hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds". And of the same Person it is said: "The Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth". And again: "No man hath seen 
God at any time"- that is just what the Lord said to Moses, "No man can see me 
and live" - "the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him". His oneness with the Father, and therefore His eternity, are 
expressed in this Gospel by the Lord Jesus Himself. When answering Philip's 
request, "Show us the Father", He said: "He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father. We are so one, one in nature, only distinguished in Person; so one that you 
cannot see Me without seeing the Father." The question of apprehending and 
seeing them both is another question which belongs to experience, but the fact, 
the truth, is that you cannot see Jesus Christ without seeing His eternal Father. 
And the Spirit is in them both and proceeds from them both. 

Now it is a convenient point here for me to ask you and myself, "Have we seen 
God in the Man Christ Jesus?". Do not forget that in Scripture it is recorded that 
the Jews constantly opposed Him. They saw Him, and did not see Him; they heard 
Him and did not understand His words. They perverted and wrested them, and of 
Him they said, "He hath a devil". They said He was "a gluttonous man and a 
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners". If you and I have a different, a 
right opinion of Him; if instead of regarding Him as a mere man, as an evil man 
and an evil-doer, we see Him to be almighty God, what monuments of grace we 
are! The badger's skin of His sacred humanity, if I may use the word here, covers 
the glorious Person of God, the only begotten Son of the Father. We believe that 
this great Being, eternal, on whom all things hang as it is written, "Upholding all 
things by the word of His power", the eternal Son of God, was made Man by the 
miraculous operation of the Holy Ghost; that He was "made of a woman, made 
under the law". So that when we read of the Lord Jesus, we read of almighty God 
in our nature. Unitarians say we worship a man; but if you have ever seen the 
eternal Deity that is in the Man Christ Jesus, you then saw and worshipped God 
in that Man, that He was and is the I AM THAT I AM who created heaven and 
earth. Though complex, His Person is one. The naked rays of Deity, the beams 
which would have been unbearable to us, are bearable in Him. Do we believe it? 
"Except ye believe that I am He, ye shall die in your sins." 

4. My next position is, that this Person speaking in the text, the almighty God, the 
I AM, "the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Lamb as it had been slain", rules in 
heaven and earth. Yes; you, myself, and all creatures are under His eye, His 
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control, His guidance. The Apostle John saw into heaven and heard a voice 
saying, "Who is worthy to open the book and to loose the seals thereof?". The 
book was in the hand of the Father, and had regard to the covenant of grace and 
all the arrangements of that covenant. "Who is worthy to approach the Father and 
take out of His hand that book which is sealed with seven seals?" And John said 
there was found no man worthy to do it, and he wept. But an elder said to him, 
"Weep not, behold the Lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed to open the book". 
And John said, "I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the throne ... stood a Lamb as 
it had been slain"; and He approached His Father whose equal He was, and 
took the book, being worthy; and He loosed the seals and looked therein. Then 
began the dispensation that is continued to this day, and will continue to the end 
of time. The seven seals were opened, and as you read in that wonderful Book 
of Revelation different providences occurred - storms, earthquakes, thunders, 
lightnings, evils, scorching fire, all kinds of preserving providences over the 
church and judgments on her enemies. May we not disregard them. They occurred 
as the Son of God loosed and opened the seals. Then the trumpets were blown and 
the vials were poured out. Since that day, I say, there have been the trumpets 
sounded and the vials one by one poured out. How near are we to that word - or 
are we right in the midst of it? -that after the sixth vial was poured out there came 
from the bottomless pit three unclean spirits like frogs? "They are the spirits of 
devils working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the 
whole world" (Revelation 16:13, 14). Very solemn! And men today, religious 
teachers, hold doctrines of devils which are coming forth from their lips. 

5. My next position is this - do we believe that the glorious Person in heaven who 
approached the Father and took the book out of His hand, and who today is ruling 
in heaven and in earth, is the Speaker in the text, the Man Christ Jesus? Very 
solemn it is to be under His control. Do not forget what He said: "Think not that 
I am come to send peace on the earth; nay, but a sword, a fire, and what will ye if 
it be already kindled?" Things are just working out according to divine 
determination (Ephesians 1:11 ). God said to the serpent in Eden, "I will put 
enmity between thy seed and her seed", the Seed of the woman. And Jesus said, 
"I have come to light a fire in the earth - father against son and son against father, 
mother against daughter and daughter against mother", and so on. And His Word 
is being fulfilled. Do you believe in the Person who rules in heaven and earth, the 
Man Christ Jesus? Do you believe this Book was inspired and that all that is here 
is true, that Jesus is fulfilling the very prophecies, the predictions therein, in the 
awful things that are now taking place? "If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall 
die in your sins." 

6. But why did He come forth, what brought Him to the earth, what made Him "a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief'? The Holy Ghost has told us this great 
mystery. It is said by Paul that His Father "made him to be sin for us who knew 
no sin". The evangelical prophet Isaiah tells us the same thing: "The Lord hath 
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laid on him" - made to meet in Him - "the iniquity of us all". He stooped, this 
Jesus stooped, coming from His Father 's bosom, and He came into this world to 
have His people's sins laid on Him that He might bear them away, as the goat 
for the sacrifice for sin, and as the scapegoat to carry it away into the land of 
forgetfulness; the same Person answering to both these types. It is an amazing 
thing to see almighty God sighing human breath, to believe that the Lord of life 
experienced death. And if we believe it not we shall die in our sins. The same 
Person who created the world, who made man, who rules now in heaven and earth 
-that same Person incarnate- is before us in Holy Scripture as a "man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief' . Having taken on Him all the responsibilities and debts 
and guilt of His people, He must bear them and receive into His human soul and 
body everything that was due to them as sinners. He must be dealt with as if He 
Himself were a sinner, because the sins of His people were imputed to Him. This 
is a cardinal doctrine; there is no salvation but in it, and no experimental salvation 
but by believing it. You will never be right with God unless you are right with 
Him in His Son Jesus Christ. He who made us must re-make us, so to speak. He 
who breathed into the nostrils of Adam the breath of life so that he became a 
living soul, must breathe eternal life into our dead souls that we may live. He who 
said, "Let there be light", must say to us, "Let there be light of life in your 
consciences". This is a great and grand truth. The perfections of Deity, the claims 
of justice, the honour of divine holiness, and the fulfilling of every threat as well 
as of every promise, you will find centring here, finding their life and their beauty 
and their glory in this Person. His enemies were saying, "Who is your Father and 
where is He?" They always were wrangling and cavilling and disputing with and 
hating Him. Now said He - and this is the point: "If you do not believe that I AM 
THAT I AM, if you do not believe that I am the Substitute for all that shall be 
saved, that I have come to bear their sins in My own body on the tree, to deliver 
them from sin and make them righteous before God, you shall die in your sins." 

Come then, dear hearers, to this point and ask yourselves - and I would press 
it on your attention: Do we as a congregation, as individual persons, believe in the 
substitution of Christ, in the imputation to Him who is God of the sins of the 
church? Here is the hope of a sinner, here is the foundation on which God builds 
the church. And if men dispute it, then we may apply to them the wondrous, the 
majestic chapter which I read, Job 38: "Where were you when God decreed to 
make this and that? Where were you when He laid the foundations of the earth? 
Say, where were you when He decreed that His beloved and only begotten Son 
should become incarnate, and that He the eternal Father should impute to Him the 
sins of the chosen ones?'' Men before these questions must be dumb. And a 
believer is brought to say with his Lord and Saviour, "Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight". 

7. Next, if we do not believe that Christ really died, that He really offered Himself 
to God without spot, thereby putting away our sin, we shall die in our sins. We 

I 
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must die in our sins unless Christ put them away by the sacrifice of Himself. Look 
then at this great question, face it dear friends: Do you believe in the vicarious 
death of Jesus Christ? They tell us today that this is an impossibility, and therefore 
that justification is an impossibility; that it would be unjust to punish an innocent 
person for a guilty person. But again we may say, "Have they sought and found 
out the secrets of infinite love and wisdom and power? Shall the Almighty, the 
infinite God, be judged by a finite principle?" Though it is impossible for us to do 
away with any man's sin, is it therefore impossible for God to put away the sin of 
the sinner and constitute him righteous? 0 judge not God by yourself! He silenced 
Job, He silenced Job's unwise friends, when He spoke out of the whirlwind. May 
He speak out of the whirlwind to any of you who may now not believe that He is 
the God that spoke to Job. Do you believe that He died in the place of some men? 
That He by dying took away their sins? That He put them away so absolutely that 
they are in the sight of His Father and in His own sight, and in the sight of His 
good Spirit, spotless, without blame, without anything blameworthy, without 
"spot or wrinkle or any such thing" (Ephesians 5:27; Colossians 1 :22)? Such must 
be the effect of Christ's death or no sinful man can enter heaven. It was not an 
attempt to save that Jesus made when He died; it was a real salvation which He 
effected when He said, "It is finished", bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. 
This is foolishness with man and a stumbling-block to the Jew (1 Corinthians 
1:21, 22). That He whom they looked for to be their King should be a poor, 
despised, crucified Man, was such a stumbling-block that they could not pass. 
They stumbled at that stumbling-stone, and there they are fallen as having 
stumbled. To the Greek what foolishness the cross is! But to all believers it is "the 
power of God unto salvation". Are we among the believers? "Ifye believe not that 
I am He on the cross, that I put away sin once and for ever, that I then perfected 
for ever My people, that then I satisfied infinite justice and met all the claims of 
divine holiness - unless you believe this, you shall die in your sins, you shall bear 
your own sins." Come then to this point. Paul says, "Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith or no". Are you in the faith? That is, not the grace of faith, but 
the doctrine of faith- are you in that doctrine? Can you honestly sing the hymn: 

"Payment God cannot twice demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety's hand, 
And then again at mine"? 

Can you look up to God and humbly sing that? Then what a favoured person 
you are! 

8. The next position I take up is this- that this Person who gave up the ghost, who 
entered into paradise that day, is there today and "ever liveth to make intercession 
for them that come unto God by him". This Man, the God-Man, is there today. 
Said John- 0 wonderful sight! - "I saw in the midst of the throne a Lamb as it 
had been slain". It was a solacing sight to him; it dried up his tears, it filled him 
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with a wonderful view of divine mercy and peace and with admiration. And if you 
get it, it will have just the same effect; it will dry your tears, raise your hope, 
comfort your heart, and bring strength and adoring love into your faith. "A Lamb 
as it had been slain." The reason of that sight and the effect appears to me to be 
this - that He is there to intercede. It was as if it should be said, those wounds 
intercede; they say to the Father: "The people for whom I had those wounds are 
Mine and I am to bring them to glory. They are dumb, for their guilt makes them 
dumb. They themselves are weak and they cannot come through their difficulties, 
but I now in heaven intercede, and I will send angels to be ministering spirits to 
them, and I will send the Holy Ghost to them, the Spirit of promise to be their 
Teacher." 0 guilty person! do you believe in the intercession of Jesus in heaven? 
Who can fail for whom He intercedes? Paul says to the Romans: "Who shall lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died; yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us." 

Now my friends, is this an encouragement for you? Can you cast anchor here, 
even into that which is within the veil, and feel at times that no matter how guilty, 
how polluted, how wandering, how foolish, how wicked you may be, here is an 
encouragement? Here is a Man, the God-Man, in heaven living "after the power 
of an endless life". And His ability "to save them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by him" is made to hang on this: "Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them" (Hebrews 7:25). Come repenting sinner, come poor broken-hearted 
believer, come you who have not a price to bring in your hand, nor a good feeling 
to boast of, nor a good frame to talk about on your knees, come with woes and 
wants and wounds and sins; and as you believe in this blessed Intercessor you will 
find your sins taken away. 

9. "If ye believe not that I am he" in these particulars, "ye shall die in your sins." 
Then this follows - that when a man, when a sinner does believe that Jesus is the 
I AM, that He is what the Scriptures declare Him to be, that He did what the 
Scriptures say He did, that He is where the Scriptures say He is, and is doing what 
the Scriptures say He is doing, he shall be saved, he shall not die in his sins. The 
sinner that by precious faith -faith which stands in the power of God- fixes here, 
stands here, casts himself down here before the God-Man Jesus Christ, he shall be 
saved, he shall not die in his sins. And this is according to the apostle's word: 
"Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Well, that is a 
kind word respecting some of us, is it not? We go to Him by necessity, by choice, 
by attraction, and this three-fold cord cannot be broken. We go as lost sinners to 
call on the Name of this great God-Man, the Lord Jesus; and remember- the Lord 
help you to remember, that the gospel is for sinners. It is the sinners' gospel; we 
are undone without it. Take this Man away and we are all undone; but He abides 
in this blessed Book. The testimony of Him and for Him is here. He abides in 
heaven, and He abides in the church. Yes, He abides as the Saviour, as the 
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Prophet, as the King, as the Priest. He abides with His people, and their faith 
brings them more or less distinctly to abide in Him. "Abide in me, and I in you." 

And may I in conclusion say again what I have already said - that He and His 
Father are so one that though distinct in Person, they are not different in nature. No 
division in the divine nature. And therefore when He is with a sinner, the Father is 
with a sinner, and the Spirit proceeding from them both is also in the sinner. "I in 
them", and how? "As thou Father art in me and I in thee." What an amazing mercy 
- the Trinity in a sinner! The Trinity loving a sinner, saving a sinner, blessing a 
sinner, guiding a sinner, and ultimately taking a sinner to be with Himself. 

So far I have set before you, as God I hope has helped me, fundamentals 
gathered up into one fundamental. We are face to face today with the most 
appalling infidelity, but let all the many that stand on the side of that terrible word 
uttered by a bishop in Westminster Abbey, "If there be a God" - let them approve 
of evolution and the destruction of theology, we have this BOOK, and we believe 
some have the Holy Ghost who spoke by holy men of old. We have His Word for 
our teacher and our guide. Stand here, dear friends. Young people, you have much 
to meet with, much to contend against, if you fear God; but stand fast by this, and 
remember one thing if you can - that when the Lord Jesus was tempted of the 
devil He said, "It is written, it is written". Say that also if and when you are 
tempted. If a subtle argument is brought to you, reply "It is written". This Book 
is written, these instructions are written. This Jesus is given, God sent Him. He 
freely came, He lovingly came. He freely, lovingly died; He rose again, He is in 
heaven. "It is written." That, if you are enabled to hold it, will keep you. The Word 
of Jesus' patience will keep you, and you will keep it; and in the end this will be 
your blessed happy lot: "Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world". 

Now I have delivered what was in my mind. Last Monday morning when I saw 
the terrible thing that the Bishop of Birmingham said to boys in Westminster 
Abbey, 0 how I felt for those boys! I felt such indignation and sorrow in my soul 
that made me cry to God to arise and vindicate His Name and honour. And my 
mind has been with you young people more or less all the week. I have felt for 
you, and I feel for you. It may be that as I am an old man, God may remove me 
before the terrible day that is coming; but depend on this - you will meet with 
much "opposition of science falsely so-called", and if you have faith you will 
need it. Christ said to His disciples, having taught them many things: "Let these 
sayings sink down into your ears, for the Son of Man shall be delivered into the 
hands of men". As if He should say: "When I am weak, when I am crucified, when 
I seem to have no power, then remember I have taught you these things". God 
help us to believe and to remember. Amen. 

God's providences, like the Hebrew letters, are often to be read backward. 

John Flavel 
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• OTHER THAN MINE • 

CATHERINE S. MILLER 

(This poem was found in an old, abandoned, derelict Mission Hall in 
Chelmsford, Essex, in 1983 and was probably composed in Victorian times) 

"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55:9) 

"I would have chosen a sunlit path 
All strewn with roses fair, 
With never a cloud to darken my way 
Nor a shade of anxious care. 
But He chose for me a better way, 
Not sunshine or roses sweet, 
But clouds overhead and thorns below 
That cut and hurt my feet. 

I have joy of another kind, 
My Rose of Sharon is He, 
And as for sunshine - His lovely face 
Is perfect sunshine for me. 

I would have chosen my life to be 
Active, tireless and strong; 
A constant, ceaseless working for Him 
Amid the needy throng. 
But He chose for me a better lot, 
A life of frequent pain, 
Of strength withheld when needed most 
And loss instead of gain. 

He gave me work of another kind, 
Far, far above my thought. 
The work of interceding with Him 
For souls that He has bought. 

It is far, far better to let Him choose 
The way that we should take, 
If only we leave our life with Him, 
He will guide without mistake. 
We, in our blindness, would never choose 
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A pathway dark and rough 
And so would never find in Him 
'The God who is enough'. 

In disappointment, trouble and pain 
I tum to the changeless One 

The Gospel Magazine 

And prove how faithful, loving and wise 
Is God's beloved Son." 

--·--

• BY MY SPIRIT • 

P. MURCOTT (Isle of Man) 

"Who art thou, 0 great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, 

Grace, grace unto it" (Zechariah 4:7) 

THE people of Judah were at a low ebb. They could look back to a day when their 
nation had enjoyed a time of great glory. They had been a nation to be reckoned 
with; but they had gone astray. Their power, their might, their influence had all 
flown away like a bird. Although they might recall and long to return to a day 
when things were different, they must have known that they were bound to live in 
the present. You cannot face the future merely by looking back, any more than 
you can drive a vehicle forward simply by looking in your wing mirrors. But, 
metaphorically speaking, that is precisely what many are now trying to do rather 
than face the problems before them. 

The year was 520 B.C. Most of the Jews had preferred to remain in Babylon 
when permission to return was granted by Cyrus, and maybe those who had 
returned wondered whether they had taken the right decision, since Jerusalem lay 
in ruins. (Cyrus conquered the Babylonians in 539 B.C. and probably allowed the 
Jews to return to Jerusalem in about 538 B.C. ; though most of them remained in 
Babylon. See Ezra chapter 1.) 

A major challenge was the reconstruction of the temple. At first, they 
commenced the work with enthusiasm, but then it stopped. There were various 
reasons for that, but there were two in particular: their priorities were wrong, since 
they put their own needs above obedience to God. In any event, they became 
disheartened at the thought that they could never replicate the glory of the temple 
that had once existed. 

There matters might have rested. But God graciously raised up two prophets 
whose ministry effectively stirred them into action, so that the work was 
completed by 516 B.C. One was Haggai- a prophet to whom, it is fair to say, 
many Christians rarely turn - and the other was Zechariah. Both are strangely 
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described by some Bible commentators as "minor". But they are never so-called 
in the Bible, since their obedience to God resulted in the major achievement of 
motivating the people of Jerusalem. 

"Zechariah" means "God remembers". He was the son of Berechiah, meaning 
"God blesses". He in tum was the son of lddo, whose name means "The 
Appointed Time". And so at the appointed time, that is, in the Lord's time, God 
blessed His people by providing them with men of vision, demonstrating beyond 
all doubt, that they were not forgotten. 

1. THE CANDLESTICK AND THE OLIVE TREES (ZECHARIAH CH. 4) 

Zechariah was awakened from sleep by an angel and was shown a vision. In fact, 
it was his fifth vision that night. As with the others, to be found in the preceding 
chapters, he did not understand it. 

He was shown a candlestick made of gold, with a bowl above it, and seven 
lamps upon it. The lights were fed by oil from two olive trees - one on the right, 
and one on the left. Zechariah was asked if he understood the meaning of the 
vision. On admitting that he didn't, the angel explained that it signified a word to 
Zerubbabel, who had been appointed as governor of Judea: "Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

Let's examine this vision further. The temple was to be rebuilt and it would be 
achieved through the leadership and encouragement of Joshua, the High Priest, 
whom Zechariah had already seen in a vision, and Zerubbabel. Spiritual and civil 
leadership of a nation is crucial. But we might notice that leaders cannot 
operate effectively in their own strength. They might be learned and gifted people, 
well-educated and widely experienced. They might be people of a powerful 
personality and disposition. Some can by their personal magnetism achieve many 
things. But none of it will last. Have we not seen this throughout history? As 
someone once wrote, 

"Only one life, 'twill soon be past; 
Only what's done for Christ will last." 

Effectively supplied 

Moreover, although Joshua and Zerubbabel were represented in the vision by two 
olive trees, they were not growing in their own strength. They were to be 
compared to the tree growing by the water-side, as described in Psalm 1, that 
brings forth its fruit in due season. They, in turn, had an effective source of supply 
-from none other than God Himself. That was the vision given to Zechariah. As 
seen by him, it related to a particular set of circumstances; but seeing that "All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be 
thoroughly furnished [or "equipped"] unto all good works" (2 Timothy 3:16) let 
us see its Christian application. 
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2. THE CANDLESTICK AND THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

The candlestick was made of gold. It now may be seen as the Christian Church. 
This is precious in Christ's sight; and it was by the Holy Spirit that the church was 
brought to life. 

The church, of course, is to be seen as the total body of true believers, and not 
in denominational terms. One can be a member of a particular denomination, with 
a name on a roll, but not be a true believer, never having been born of the Spirit. 
Therefore the church consists of that body of people who believe in Christ, 
confess Him to the world, and do good by following His commands and by 
walking in His ways. 

Power needed 

At each and every stage, the body of believers cannot continue in their own 
strength. If they are to be lights in the world, as represented by the candlestick, 
they need a constant source of power. There are periods of history when the light 
burns low. There are times when indifference, or worse, sets in. Concerns were 
already being expressed towards the end of the 18th century that this was 
beginning to happen to Methodism. 

An indication had come from William Bramwell, a Methodist preacher, in 
1796, to all superintendent ministers. Here is a short extract from his letter: 

Dear Brethren, 

My mind has been deeply impressed with the present state of our 
connexion . ... I have long been penetrated with the liveliest sorrow at 
perceiving an evident decline in burning zeal, that active perseverance, that 
vital holiness, that lamenting love which actuated the first Methodist 
preachers, and which enabled them victoriously to triumph over every 
obstacle. Having their hearts filled with a sense of the important 
undertaking, the fire burning in their own hearts, and swelled up by love 
for souls that were bought by the Redeemer's blood, they scorned to lose 
a moment in disputing about external forms: they deprecated every strife, 
but the noble strife of excelling each other in enlarging the Redeemer's 
Kingdom. 

Alas! my brethren, we have entered into their labours; but have we retained 
their spirit? .. . 

The concerns were, of course, couched in broad general terms, rather than the 
fine detail. For instance, at that very time when that letter was written, a young 
man, called Alexander Kilham from Epworth, who had been one of John Wesley's 
preachers, was riding hither and yon on horseback in true Wesleyan style, sparing 
no effort to preach the gospel. Maybe he was one of the bright exceptions to a 
worrying norm. 
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Two men in particular 

It was against this background that a decade later, Hugh Bourne, a retiring wheel
wright from the Staffordshire Moorlands, and William Clowes, a master potter, 
and a man of a very outgoing nature, were raised up by God in most unexpected 
circumstances. In a sense they mirrored Zerubbabel and Joshua. Hugh Bourne 
was the great organiser, the counterpart of the civil leader, governing the church 
with a wise and steady hand. William Clowes was like Joshua the priest, a most 
eloquent preacher, whose sermons and addresses were used mightily by God. 

And they were not alone. Large numbers of people were raised up by the Lord, 
reminiscent of when Ezekiel preached to the slain in the Valley of the Dry Bones. 
There was a veritable army of remarkable preachers who walked in the Spirit, and 
prayed in the Spirit, and lived in the Spirit, and did many startling things in the 
Spirit, so much so that the annals of early 19th-century Primitive Methodist 
history read at times like a latter-day version of the events in the New Testament. 
Take the following: 

Richard Ward at Bishop's Castle 

The town lies near the Welsh border in South Shropshire. All efforts to 
mission it had failed. So hostile were many of its inhabitants to the Gospel 
that it was called "The Devil's Mansion". In 1828, Richard Ward and 
Thomas Evans approached the town, and felt compelled by the Holy Spirit 
to continue. Eventually they took up their position by the prison. Ward later 
wrote that "God came on us mightily and our hearts were filled with joy and 
peace . ... We were confident that He held the devil in chains, could restrain 
the ungodly, give us the victory, clear our way and deliver and awaken 
and save souls. So it proved. " They began to sing. A crowd gathered, first 
curious, and then hostile. Stones were thrown, but then a pugilist was so 
captivated by Ward's earnestness that he let it be known that he would fell 
anyone who touched the preacher. In due course he was saved, and became 
a member of the newly formed society of Primitive Methodists. 

3. "BY MY SPIRIT" 

More could be said, not only about the events in Bishop's Castle, but of other 
instances of how God's Spirit moved mightily in the 19th century through the 
Primitive Methodists; but we must move on. 

Generally speaking, we have not seen revivals of the magnitude of the 18th or 
19th centuries in the 20th, save for Wales in 1904. This means that our knowledge 
of revivals in the British Isles is more or less based on what we read, rather than 
first-hand reports . There is much to commend in starting with the past, provided 
that we do not stop there. Therefore as we reflect upon the events of 1811, or 
whenever and wherever, when God graciously moved in a remote part of 
Staffordshire at Mow Cop, amongst a most unlikely group of people, who became 
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the Primitive Methodists, may we first and foremost learn from Zechariah 4:7 
why and how it happened: "This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

"By my Spirit" 

If you read on, you will see that it says: "Who art thou, 0 great mountain? before 
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone 
thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it." What, then, can we learn 
from this in 2011? The opposition to the people of God has increased alarmingly 
in the past few years, and is set to increase further. So it was in Jerusalem. So it 
was in 1811, when a small band of Primitive Methodists set out with few material 
resources and virtually no money. So why did revival come about? It was through 
the almighty power of God's sovereign grace. He determined that it should be. 
How did it happen? It was because a people were awakened by God's Word, and 
took it to heart, and acted upon it. Facing the reality of their own helplessness, 
they came to the Father through Jesus the Son, and in the power of His Holy 
Spirit, mountains melted away like a morning mist. 

And so they will today. Grace will flow like a river, if only we will turn to Him, 
crying: "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 0 
pray that God the Holy Spirit will graciously and effectually awaken us to this 
great truth, as the angel awakened Zechariah- and soon! 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Zechariah "Yahweh Remembers" 

Began his ministry: About 520 B.C. in Jerusalem 
Place of birth: Probably Babylon 
Background: His father was Berechiah ("Yahweh blesses"), the son of Iddo ("The 

appointed Time") 

A contemporary of: Haggai . He started his ministry two months after Haggai. 

The eight visions: I: The man among the myrtle trees: Zechariah I :7-17 
2: The four horns and the carpenters: Zechariah 1:18-21 
3: The man with the measuring line: Zechariah 2:1-13 
4: Joshua before the Angels of the Lord: Zechariah 3:1-10 
5: The golden candlestick and two olive trees: Zechariah 4:1-14 
6: The flying roll: Zechariah 5: 1-4 
7: The woman in the ephah: Zechariah 5: 5-11 
8: The four chariots: Zechariah 6:1-8 

Zerubbabel "Offspring of Babylon" 

Background: He was the grandson of Jehoiachin ("Jeconiah"), King of Judah, who 
reigned for 3 months only in 598 B.C. and was then captured by the 
Babylonians and was deported along with many other people (2 Kings 24:8-
17). Zerubbabel's father 's name was Shealtiel (Salathiel) (Ezra 3:2; Haggai 
1: 1 ). He was the political and spiritual head of the tribe of Judah when they 
were released from captivity in 536 B.C. He was appointed by Cyrus of 
Persia (521-486 B.C.) as the governor of Judea (Haggai 1:1). 
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Joshua 

Background: 

"Jehovah is salvation" 

He was the son of Josedech (or "Jozadak" (Ezra 3:2)) who had been the high 
priest in Judah when the people of Judah were carried off by the 
Babylonians into captivity. He was, therefore, of a priestly line. He was the 
high priest at the time of Zechariah. See: Zechariah's vision of the 
restoration of the priesthood (Zechariah 3: 1-10). 

---·---

• BooK REVIEWS • 

The Making of the New Testament, Its Origin, Collection, Text and Canon. 
Arthur G. Patzia. Inter-Varsity Press Academic. pp.256, paperback.£ 14.99. 1SBN 978 I 84474 512 8. 

The author is senior professor of New Testament at Fuller Theological Seminary, and it is a reprint. 
That it is an academic textbook may put off some readers, but the book is a clear, well explained 
account of the making of the New Testament. It has footnotes, a list of contents, appendices, 
glossary, bibliography, index, and the print is easy on the eyes. 

The word "Fuller", with its connotation of departure from Biblical Inspiration, will explain both 
the strengths and weaknesses of the book. Its strengths include a short account of the literary 
world into which the New Testament was born - did you know that the Greek "Septuagint" so 
quoted by the Apostle, occupied forty scrolls? The book briefly covers the making of the Old 
Testament, including those writings which were not accepted by the Jews, together with a 
description of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and a brief summary account of the many letters written by 
early Christians. 

The main part is about the making of the New Testament, the origins of the Gospels and Epistles 
and other New Testament writings, and their collection and transmission. The weakness is in the 
descriptive style that gives a lack of clarity, so that for instance, whether the letters we accept as 
written by Paul, or could in part be the product of a Deutro-Paul, a disciple or co-worker. A similar 
style is used of the other parts of the New Testament. You will find Dr. Guthrie a better guide in 
interpreting the evidence as to why say, 2 Peter was included in Scripture, and whether the 
Apocalypse was a direct revelation from heaven, or as this book gives some weight to, indebted to 
sources. Indecisiveness is scholarly, but is it honouring to God's Word? 

The accounts of the transmission of the text and textual criticism will be of profit, but the 
conclusion that the original text is to be sought in the scholarly reconstruction of manuscripts, is 
one we reject. Read, but with eyes open. E.M. 

Evangelical Truth. A Personal Plea for Unity, Integrity and Faithfulness. 
John Stott. Inter-Varsity Press. pp 160, paperback. £7.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 526 4. 

This book is reissued, and coincides with Dr. John Stott's passing into glory this week. It is one of 
over fifty books he has written, and the fruit of a long and influential ministry, as Rector of All Souls, 
Bible Teacher of the Billy Graham Organisation, Keswick and worldwide convention speaker and 
teacher and a very influential figure. His double first at Oxford shows a clear minded thinker. He 

I 
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was a spiritually minded man, remembered for his debate with Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, the re
launch of John Newton's "Eclectic Society", and being the driving force of "Keele 1967". Those last 
three changed the face of Evangelicalism in the Church of England definitively, moving it from 
Protestant to ecumenical acceptance of the legitimacy of Anglo-Catholicism as a de facto part of 
the Church of England. He will, therefore, always remain a controversial figure, especially as he also 
questioned eternal punishment, although it has to be admitted this was not something he 
volunteered information on, but was wrung from him. 

The book's plea for unity must be seen in that context. It is a personal statement, "being 
profoundly grieved by our evangelical tendency to fragment". (How one reviews a book when 
nothing is allowed to be quoted, is a mystery to me, but I hope not to be prosecuted for that 
quotation.) So the book's aim is to provide a rallying point for evangelical unity- a hope which the 
author acknowledges it is unlikely to bring about, It is hoped to do this by convincing us that what 
unites us is greater than what divides -yet without going soft on the essentials. 

This book is likely to sell out rapidly, and although I do not agree with him that all he is doing is 
reverting to the Christianity of the Acts of the Apostles, yet I have always found John Stott helpful. 
His knowledge is wide, his tone quiet and manner dignified, his arguments forceful, and he is 
convincing. He hits the nail on the head again and again, taking the reader to the central 
consideration in pleasant and forceful words. Having said all that, he has undoubtedly done great 
damage to Evangelicalism, himself causing the major splits he decries. Keele '67 was a disaster of 
great proportions, and a major cause of the present state of Evangelicalism, not just in the Church 
of England. However, he is a man to be honoured, and if you can obtain anything he wrote, you will 
benefit from it. I have used the Tyndale Commentary on The Epistles of john by the Rev.J. R.W. Stott, 
M.A., for many years with profit. E.M. 

Galatians. An Evangelical Press Study Commentary. Peter Barnes. pp. 369, hardback. 
£17.99.1SBN 780 852 346 266. 

The author is a Presbyterian pastor, and lecturer in a Theological College in Sydney, and his 
comments are clear, as is the print, making it readable. After a list of contents, from pages 3 to 42, 
he introduces the Epistle, including the subject of the Epistle, its date, use of rhetoric, structure and 
message. He includes a necessary and valuable critique of "The New Perspective". The actual 
commentary is from pages 45 to 3 I I, and it ends with notes and a bibl iography. 

The comments are divided, not like the old commentaries into individual verses, but as price 
makes necessary today, into sections of a few verses. There is an introductory paragraph, Scripture, 
as in the English Standard Version, or the New King James Version, and then the comments, with 
the word or words commented on in bold print. Towards the end of each short section is a heading, 
"Application", bringing out the teaching and theme, partly using question and answer, partly 
reinforcing the message of the verses. 

The numbered notes referred to in the comments are kept from cluttering the text by being 
placed after the commentary, from pages 316 to 353, and a Bibliography completes this pleasant 
book to handle, with its dust cover. The book is well worth its price, but it is a pity it uses such 
versions of Scripture. E.M. 
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