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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2686 

"Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans 12:21) 

NOTHING has a worse effect than warfare. I once read a French officer's 
account of two Muslim Berber tribes in the Atlas mountains riding up and down 
on their beautiful horses brandishing their ancient matchlocks, working 
themselves up to go to battle with each other, a thing they did continually. The 
wisest amongst one side said another way than feuding could be found to settle 
their differences, and for their pains were called "Jews", "women", "cowards" 
and a string of other Islamic insults. They came back having lost and paid a heavy 
price. The grandfather of a lad who came out of Islam to follow the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the town we lived in, had taken part in such raids. The grandson runs a 
Christian orphanage. 

Augustine was a Berber, and endeavoured to dissuade them from feuding, 
something common amongst them. "I strove with all the vehemence of speech I 
could command to root out and drive from their hearts and lives an evil so cruel 
and inveterate; it was not, however, when I heard their applause, but when I saw 
their tears, that I thought I had produced an effect. For the applause showed that 
they were instructed and pleased, but the tears that they were subdued. And when 
I saw their tears I was confident, even before the event proved it, that this horrible 
and barbarous custom was overthrown, and immediately that my sermon was 
finished I called upon them with heart and voice to give praise and thanks to God. 
And lo, with the blessing of Christ it is now eight years or more since anything of 
the sort was attempted there." 

Soldiers suffer untold hardships. We have just finished repaying the USA the 
Lease Lend of the last war, but that is nothing compared to the loss of life, and 
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incalculable cost of the breakdown of the way of life of the nation based on the 
Ten Commandments and Christ's teaching. Older people can remember the pride 
we took in our railways before the war, the stoker with his rag polishing the 
engine, and the way we ran the system to death in the war. We are restoring that, 
but our Bible base is irreparably lost, short of God's intervention. 

Our text implies that good and evil exist in this world, distinguishing it from 
heaven where only good exists, and hell where only evil exists. Evil must be 
overcome, for its victory is ruin. No man, however bad, wishes evil to triumph, 
and the only way is the Lord Jesus Christ who says "I am the Truth". He taught 
us to honour the Bible command, "if thine enemy hunger feed him, if he thirst, 
give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head". He said 
of those killing Him, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do". 

That is why the numbers claiming to follow Christ grow faster than any other 
religion each year we live. Islam's prophet fought in at least twenty-two battles; 
the basis of Hinduism is Arjun, and his battle between the gods, and all politics 
ultimately comes out of the barrel of a gun. The Lord Jesus stands head and 
shoulders above all. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise 

God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen" (Jude 24, 25) 

JUDE is not much read, partly because some have always doubted if it should be 
in the Bible at all. Some early Christians did not grant it was inspired because it 
quotes the uninspired Apocrypha. However the Holy Spirit included it in 
Scripture and it has strong attestation, in spite of a few doubters, and appears in 
the earliest list of New Testament books. In recent times objections have been 
raised by certain scholars who have doubted the writer was Jude, and dated it 
later. The other reason today that it is not accepted, is that Jude's plain speech and 
attacking method does not recommend itself to our generation. Its 461 words are 
therefore unappealing and so are neglected. 

We need to read Jude because it deals with certain men deliberately bringing 
loose living into the early churches who, if allowed to go on would bring 
destruction on the churches who tolerate them, and it does so in unmistakable 
language. It sets out to paint the portraits of men who have climbed up some other 
way into the fold, and not come in through the Door of the sheep, and their 
methods. In this it is different to other Epistles, which deal much more with the 
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false doctrines at the root of such men's inroads. This Epistle gives much less 
space to false doctrine, mainly delineating these men through their activities. But 
this rogues' gallery is accurate and no Christian has any excuse for failing to 
recognize the characters . 

Jude has an unpleasant warning to give, and we who have the same task today 
need to copy his approach. The early verses are one of the sweetest openings of 
any Epistle. He starts with his credentials; this is a rather odd way of describing 
himself, seeing he is the brother of our Lord, "as a servant of Jesus Christ". As a 
servant or bond-slave he has certain marks: "called", which includes chosen from 
eternity, as the first and important one; "sanctified by God", set apart, separated 
from the world by being holy; and "preserved in Jesus Christ" for ever. Unless 
this is our description, we have no right to warn as he does. 

"Mercy unto you" is taken from Peter's Epistles, as is much else in Jude, but 
Peter's word "grace" is changed to "mercy" to fit a different situation. Infected 
churches need mercy from Him who removes candlesticks. Jude saw the need we 
have is to fight these men with the weapons of "peace and love", which are more 
powerful armaments than dissention and hate. God "multiply" them in our hearts! 

Jude gave "all diligence" to write, working hard to write this, for he saw that 
salvation, once gone does not come back at our behest. Look no further than 
France, Spain, Italy and North Africa to see examples of churches from which the 
Holy Spirit has departed. We have from our fathers, "the common salvation" in 
common with all Christians in all ages, called in the Bible the deposit of faith, the 
form of sound words, a like precious faith, the mystery of godliness, and that 
which is committed to our trust. Once wilfully lost, it has gone. Jude says "it was 
needful for me to write unto you". He saw the danger and urged "that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints". We have 
to fight hard, because God "is able to keep you from falling" as churches into this 
insidious evil which will, if left, destroy you. 

WHO, NEGATIVELY, ARE WE TO CONTEND AGAINST? 

Jude does not mince words. These men have certain features which are 
recognizable quite easily. They "crept in unawares", under false pretences, by 
stealth. They were "before of old ordained", could mean predestined to this, but 
could mean marked out by ancient prophecy "to this condemnation", or judgment. 
As Jude quotes very ancient prophecies, that is likely what he means. They were 
"ungodly". A young Christian attended a JW meeting, and told us he was shocked 
at their conversation in the meeting, which was all about dress, appearance and 
suchlike. He told me they were ungodly. Jude uses this word repeatedly to 
describe them. 

Jude accuses them of being wrong about Christian liberty, and this is 
something many Christians are unclear about. He says they "are turning the grace 
of God into lasciviousness". They start off well enough, that Christ has freed us 



148 The Gospel Magazine 

from the Law. We agree: He has freed us from law-keeping in order to get to 
heaven. He has kept the law for us. That is grace, sheer unmerited favour. But 
these men then said, as we are free, we do not have anything to do with the law. 
Grace frees to do what the Bible forbids. We reply, but we are "under the law to 
Christ". They say Christ was for love, and wants us to love, so anything that is 
love is just fine. We reply that in Matthew 19, our Lord Jesus was for one man 
marrying one woman for life, and against anything breaking that one relationship. 
So their ideas of "love" Jude calls lasciviousness, or impure and profane living as 
Calvin calls it. 

Jude gives another mark to spot these men by: "denying the only Lord God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ". That word "only" was what roused the fury of the 
Caesars. The Christians could have avoided ten thousand deaths, had they not 
held tenaciously to Christ being the only Way to God. The Romans would not 
have objected to a new religion - they already had many gods. What upset them 
to the core was the Christians saying "Jesus is Lord", meaning all the rest of the 
deities were false. Jude says these teachers who had crept in denied the word 
"only". And the ecumenical and interfaith movement, which are closely related 
together, do not deny that Christ is Lord, but that He is the only Lord. 

So there they are: ungodly, lascivious, denying God and the Lord Jesus, the 
One True and only God. 

Jude says God does not change. So what He did in the Old Testament, He does 
today. Jude uses "mishna", taking the Old Testament stories and commenting on 
them like the Jewish Rabbis of his day. But he only takes examples of God 
punishing, which is regarded as a negative approach today. Modem church 
members say that we must be positive. Jude says not so, and simply lists God's 
judgments. The message is clear: God never changes, so the churches will suffer 
a like punishment if they tolerate these men. It may sound very charitable, and we 
are proud of our tolerance, and "live and let live", but God calls such toleration 
the sin of unbelief. 

Jude recalls what the Bible says to our remembrance. That is what needs 
doing, reminding Christians of obvious things they have known from childhood, 
but are now behaving as if they had forgotten. First he reminds them that the Lord 
saved the people out of Egypt and slavery, something that could hardly have 
slipped their memories. But out of the whole nation, only two reached Canaan, 
Joshua and Caleb. God destroyed the other million because of unbelief. 

Then he reminds them of the great angels who rebelled, and are kept in chains 
by God, "under darkness unto the judgment of the great day". He means if God 
did not spare beings much greater than these men, and yet has a further heavy 
judgment coming on the fallen angels, then he implies, what hope have you, if 
you tolerate these wicked false teachers? 

Jude now turns to Sodom and Gomorrha, as an example of "fornication, and 
going after strange flesh", and "are set forth for an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire". If you read certain of the self-justifying books of 
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homosexuals, they say no! The sin of these cities was lack of hospitality. That was 
their great sin. And having, to their satisfaction disposed of that, they then dispose 
of every condemnation in the Bible. Jude, they say, was simply quoting a 
misconception about Sodom and Gomorrha. Fools and blind, said our Lord to 
such reasoners. Best not argue doctrine, is the lesson of Jude, but get straight to 
God's wrath against fleshly lusts. The great Apostle does that in Romans, before 
he establishes his massive doctrinal basis. 

So much for the widespread view that the Bible is out of date and we must 
move with the times. 

What then is their real argument? They are accused by Jude of being 
"dreamers", and he means visionaries claiming God revealed to them they are free 
to do immoral acts and teach others to do them. But their falsehood is made plain 
because immediately Jude adds they "defile" the flesh, making the body unclean; 
what they do in secret they have to get open medical attention for. They cannot 
hide that they despise "dominion, and speak evil of dignitaries". Their anarchy is 
obvious. Their marches are shared with anarchists. They despise and reject church 
leaders who oppose them, and slander angelic beings. Thus they despise God the 
Father, who is the Head of every family, on whose authority all other rests. 

Thus their arguments are pinned down in a way that without Jude's inspired 
guidance we could not do. They will never be satisfied until they are given 
entrance to the Church, claiming God's authority for this by visions, and by 
despising and rejecting all authority that stands in their way. 

Do not fear their words. He takes their words and compares them to the 
greatest of all created beings, Michael the archangel, who dared not despise 
authority like these men, but even when contending with the devil, confined his 
words to "the Lord rebuke thee". 

We must stop to ask why this incident from the first Book of Enoch is included 
in Scripture, when the book itself was judged unfit to be included? The answer is 
that the Holy Spirit inspired Jude to use this incident, of when God hid Moses' 
body, as recorded in Deuteronomy 34. Why hide it? God knew it would be 
venerated, breaking the second commandment and become a snare to believers. 
Therefore the devil, using his angels, as recorded in 2 Peter, wanted the place 
known. The mightiest angel of God shows a restraint these dreamers completely 
fail to show: "these speak evil of things which they know not: but what they know 
naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves". They are 
audacious in speaking of things they do not understand, but like unreasoning 
animals, destroy themselves by things they do understand. 

There is no excuse for not recognizing them, or the reason they are so 
dangerous. "Woe unto them! First, they have gone in the way of Cain", the 
head of the way of life of the seed of the world, as Abel was of the godly seed. 
It implies these unclean men's hate will tum to murdering believers, some
thing that really happened in Jude's day. Prophetic words often have more than 
one fulfilment. 
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Then, like Balaam, they are deceived by loving the reward that iniquity brings, 
so speaking falsely in God's Name. Last, like Core (Korah) they dispute the 
leadership and, as in his case he brought dissension into Israel in the desert and 
spoke as he ought not against Moses, so now God will judge them for the 
dissension and blasphemies they are introducing into His Church. 

Do not permit them to remain in your churches. He is not speaking of 
believers who fall into sin, but of these men set on a no good way. He says they 
are "spots in your feasts of charity", your love feasts which form part of your 
Communion services. You tolerate men who ought not to be there. The early 
Christians enforced an iron discipline in the Church. It was the reason they 
survived the fiercest persecution known, by the whole might of the greatest 
system of idol worship seen in this world. 

They promise fair but disappoint. Like rain clouds so much needed, but not 
raining; like fruit trees that yield nothing, being thoroughly dead; like waves in 
instability, all foam and shame; like shooting stars of a wandering sort, coming 
from nowhere and disappearing into blackness for ever. 

The reason we dare not tolerate them is that there is a judgment day coming. 
Enoch prophesied before the Flood, but the Holy Spirit links the judgment he 
speaks of to the last days. The last days are now upon us and have been ever since 
Christ came, but are yet to come when our Lord Jesus returns with myriads of His 
holy ones. He is coming expressly to judge "ungodly" men who are hard-hearted 
"murmurers" or grumblers, and "complainers" or fault-finders, who "walk after 
their own lusts" following their own desires or opinions, not the Lord's. Their 
special complaints are against the holiness of our Lord and His teaching, which 
rebukes their sins. "Their mouth speaketh great swelling words"; they are 
haughty, pompous, bombastic, and speak like the image of the beast in Revelation 
13:5. They have "men's persons in admiration because of advantage", they fawn 
and flatter, and play down the sins of those they hope to get a reward from, 
probably the rich and powerful. 

WHAT, POSITIVELY ARE WE TO CONTEND FOR? 

Positively, are we to follow the Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ and "the words" 
they spoke. The churches are to "remember" their authority, for they spoke with 
His authority. The officers sent to arrest Him came back without Him and said, 
when asked, "never man spake like this man". And the people when He spoke, 
listened to Him, "For he spake with authority, and not as the Scribes". A favourite 
argument of those bringing lasciviousness into the churches is that the Apostles' 
teaching is dated: "Why, this is 2012?" So the first thing to do is to answer we are 
to "remember", not take account of time passing, and the reason is that they 
foretold or "spoke before" to warn us to look out for certain characteristics of 
false teachers. 
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They are "mockers" or scoffers who in the Bible are described as spuming 
the true worship of God, and being rebellious, and hostile to the faithful. Second, 
they "walk after their own ungodly lusts". Jude repeats this important feature of 
men bringing lasciviousness into the churches. Other features that make them 
recognizable are that they "separate themselves", a rare word meaning by causing 
divisions by their teaching; what dissension unclean living brings into our 
churches! They are "sensual", or natural, "having not the Spirit". Having 
observed them, Jude makes strong, definite statements about them. 

How are we to act in the face of these unclean men? Jude does not leave it 
there, but spells out what we are to do. He starts by saying his hearers are dear to 
him, and we would be wise to do the same. Then there are four things we must 
do: "building up yourselves on your most holy faith" is the most important thing. 
Having unmasked these unclean teachers for what they really are, we are not to 
remain contented with the first instruction we receive in the faith, but to work to 
contribute to the process of edification, and to be "praying in the Holy Ghost". 
This statement is not found elsewhere in the Bible. It means we pray as He directs, 
with His strength and wisdom. 

"Keep yourselves in the love of God" is to make love the centre, and to 
progress in God's love. That involves loving one another. No other way can we 
weather the breaking storm. A heathen philosopher noted with disdain that when 
one of the early Christians was put in prison, the others came and fed and 
encouraged him. And when the Christian slave of a rich Roman lady displeased 
her, she ordered him to be chained to a rock in the hills and left to die. After some 
days she sent to see what had become of him, and found him well, the other 
Christian slaves having fed him, and guarded him from wild animals by night. 
"Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life" at the last Day 
when mercy is what we will most need and crave from the Lord Jesus, our Judge 
and Saviour. 

Help those who have been deceived by these false teachers. Each one needs 
different treatment to restore them to the Lord. Some need gentle treatment, 
"compassion" or mercy, kindness and pity. Others, who have gone further, need 
mercy in the form of not hesitating to snatch them violently away, as from a fire, 
whether that means the fires of judgment or of imminent calamity. Yet others who 
have the vices of immoral living need saving, but with care so as not to stir up 
their desires, and watching ourselves so as not to get involved. It is possible to be 
too gentle and indulgent with vice. 

All this brings joy. Jude seems at first reading a hard book, but if carried out, 
it leads to great joy as our work is done in God and by His power to do exactly 
what is needed. "Unto him who is able" to keep you from the pitfalls all 
this involves. "And to present you faultless before the presence of his glory, 
with exceeding joy" culminates all, capped off with a statement against the 
inter-faith of these false teachers. Jude makes the connection and gives God the 
glory: do we? 



152 The Gospel Magazine 

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

LESSONS FROM THE BIRDS 

MY friend has a great bird table just outside her kitchen window. Several bird
feeders hanging from it attract many different birds every day - chaffinches, 
siskins, blue tits and a variety of others. In spring the birds start to sing. How 
uplifting it is to hear the amazing songs - very often from a bird that is high up in 
a tree and out of sight. 

Jesus taught us lessons from the birds. He warns us in the Sermon on the Mount 
against worrying. The birds are fed by the Lord God. They don't sow seeds or 
reap crops but they are provided for by a loving, caring God (Matthew 6:26). How 
much more is the provision God makes for us. He asks us to cast all our care on 
Him for He cares for us. The food we eat day by day is provided by God - not the 
supermarket. God has provided so much more - family, friends, His Word and, 
most important of all, His Son to be the Saviour of sinners. 

Outside my window the house martins are swooping gracefully catching flies. 
One is peeping out of its nest made of mud pellets built right in the corner of the 
window frame. Even the little house martin has a home but Jesus tells us He 
became so poor that He did not have a place of His own to lay His head (Matthew 
8:20). Jesus the Son of God was rich but for our sakes He became poor so that we 
by His poverty would become rich. This does not mean rich in terms of money or 
property but rich in the blessings of grace, faith, forgiveness of sin and hope of 
eternal life. What wonderful riches! 

The Lord knows everything about us and sees us wherever we are. Jesus told 
us that even an insignificant little sparrow cannot fall to the ground without God 
knowing about it (Matthew 10:29). We are of more value than many sparrows. 
Certainly God sees our every action, hears every word, knows every thought and 
whatever trouble or trial we experience the Lord knows it well and is ready to help 
in every time of need. 

Jesus even compares Himself to the lowly hen. As He looked over the city of 
Jerusalem He lamented over the fact that they rejected Him. "How often would I 
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not!" Jesus the loving Saviour is able and willing to 
protect His people. How solemn to refuse Him as the people of Jerusalem did. The 
Psalmist exhorts us to trust in the Lord. "He shall cover thee with his feathers and 
under his wings shalt thou trust" (Psalm 91 :4) -another lovely picture of a mother 
bird protecting her chicks. 

David prayed to the Lord, "Hide me under the shadow of thy wings" (Psalm 
17:8). He was asking to be kept safe from his enemies. We have enemies too- the 
devil, our sinful heart and worldly men who hate the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
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people. David's prayer can be our prayer too. The Lord is waiting to be gracious 
and to cover us with His righteousness. 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initial letters of your answers will spell out a word 
that describes God's people. 

1. For the king [Solomon] had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: 
once in three years came the navy of Tharshish bringing gold, and silver, ivory, 
and apes and (1 Kings 10:22). 

2. Thou [Elijah] shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ___ _ 
to feed thee there (1 Kings 17:4). 

3. I am like a pelican in the wilderness: I am like an of the desert 
(Psalm 102:6). 

4. Who us more than the beasts of the earth and maketh us wiser 
than the fowls of heaven (Job 35:11). 

5. The sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where 
she may lay her young, thine altars 0 Lord of hosts, my King and 
my God (Psalm 84:3). 

6. As the birds that are in the snare, so are the sons of men snared 
in an evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them (Ecclesiastes 9: 12). 

7. The cedars of Lebanon ... where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, 
the fir are her house (Psalm 104: 17). 

8. As an stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone 
did lead him (Deuteronomy 32:11). 

9. He saw the Spirit of God descending like a and lighting upon him 
(Matthew 3:16). 

--- ·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i I s h a m ) 

Chapter 22 

THIS chapter is almost an emphasis on the previous record of the destruction 
of Jerusalem. We saw in chapter 21 the history of sin re-enacted, with eventually 
the destroying sword of Babylon sweeping through the land. Here we have the 
current situation set out - the sins of today. "Shew her all her abominations" the 
Lord tells Ezekiel. 
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1. The sins (verses 1-16). What a catalogue is set out in these verses! Every kind 
of abomination was practised in the "holy city", and yet few seemed to recognise 
the evil. 

(a) Idolatry (verses 3-4). They had taken on the idols of adjoining nations and 
mixed them with the true God- Jehovah. It seems incredible that a nation, so 
dearly brought into being to reveal God to the world, should be taken in by the 
world. Yet we see the same thing in the churches today. As Christians we are light 
in a dark world, yet numerous practices pollute our witness and reduce us to the 
level of the world. It behoves us all to examine ourselves to see if we really are in 
the faith. Many false prophets are abroad in our fellowships. 

(b) Revelry and lust (verses 10-11). These verses need no explanation, being so 
appalling in the context of holiness . Again some of these practices are tolerated in 
some sections of the Church, with the "gay" priest and such like ungodliness. It 
is all included in the desire to be "relevant" to the world, the result being the little 
leaven of ungodliness, leavens the whole lump of the local church. While 
Christians continue to visit the world's haunts their fellowships will weaken, and 
may even be destroyed. 

(c) Selfishness. The bribes and dishonest profit, evidently commonplace in 
Jerusalem at this time, is but a picture of the political correctness and dishonest 
example in some churches today. Some say we must not correct Christians in case 
we upset them and they leave the fellowship. What about holy living and an 
example to the world? Discipline has become a dirty word but, although we must 
use it in love [not retribution], we all need correction at some time. 

Notice the nations around Jerusalem were to see all these things (verse 16). 
No hiding behind a pulpit or pew, when God's glory is at stake. Beware, 
fellow believer, the unbeliever assesses your faith and your Lord by what they 
see you do! 

Keep yourselves unspotted from the world 

The Gospel Magazine 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE 
eff~ctive from January/February 2013 Issue 

The trustees of the Gospel Magazine have regretfully agreed to increase the 
cost of an annual subscription from £5.50 to £8.50 with effect from 
the January/February 2013 issue. As most of our readers are aware, the 
subscription rate has remained at its present level for several years, despite 
many postage and production increases. This year of 2012 saw a particularly 
large increase in mailing costs. We much value our readers' support, 
particularly those who have consistently donated moneys above the 
subscription rate. We commend our work to our supporters' prayers and trust 
that they will understand why the envisaged increase has been necessary. 
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• WHEN THOU PRAYEST • 

Thoughts on Prayer from Hudson Taylor 

Supplied by T. ATWOOD (Cleveland, Ohio, USA) 

1st day "Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us" (Psalm 90:17) 

155 

This prayer is not less appropriate in our own day than it was in the time of 
Moses. Let it not merely be revealed to us, but let it be reflected by us, let it 
rest upon us. And when Moses came down from the mount, the beauty of the Lord 
was upon him, so his prayer is that all the people of God may reflect the beauty 
of His character. 

2nd day "He will fulfill the desire of them that fear Him" (Psalm 145:19) 
He knew the desire of my heart, and simply trusting like a child, I brought all to 
Him in prayer. Thus I experienced, quite early, how He is willing to help and 
strengthen and to fulfill the desire of those who fear Him. 

3rd day "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart" (Psalm 139:23) 
Let us ask Him to search us and remove all that hinders his working by us in larger 
measures .... If our Bibles or secret prayer have been neglected, let us confess 
the evil before God and claim His promised forgiveness, carefully avoiding such 
occasions of weakness for the future. 

4th day "In everything let your requests be made known unto God" (Philippians 
4:6) 
The Lord's will is that His people should be ... strong, healthy and happy. Shall 
we not determine to be "careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving" bring those things that would become burdens or 
anxieties to God in prayer, and live in His perfect peace? 

5th day "Most gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in my infirmities" (2 Corin
thians 12:9) 
Paul was distressed by a burden which he had not strength to bear, and asked 
that the burden might be removed. God answered the prayer, not by taking it 
away, but by showing him the power and the grace to bear it joyfully. Thus that 
which had been the cause of sorrow and regret now became the occasion of 
rejoicing and triumph. 

6th day "Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing ye shall receive" (Matthew 
21:22) 
Seeing that in days of old, faith wrought such mighty wonders ... and that we 
have the same God ... shall we not ask great things? Believing prayer will lead 
to whole-hearted action, and the Lord for our encouragement says, "If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven". 
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7th day "Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering" (James 1:6) 
A full knowledge of the Word will often bring to our recollection appropriate 
promises, and thus enable us to pray with that faith, and confidence which are so 
closely connected with answers to prayer. 

8th day "For your sakes He became poor, that ye ... might be rich" 
(2 Corinthians 8:9) 
Pray that we may daily follow Him Who took our nature that He might raise us 
to be partakers ofthe Divine nature. Pray that this principle of becoming one with 
the people, of willingly taking the lowest place, may be deeply inwrought in our 
souls and expressed in our deportment. 

9th day "Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high" (Isaiah 32:15) 
Our God is an Almighty Saviour, and my hope is in Him. If His Spirit be poured 
out, evil will be kept in check; and if we ask for it, will it not indeed be so? Let 
us pray then, much, for this, that division and discord may not prevail instead of 
unity and love. 

lOth day "In everything . .. let your requests be make known unto God" 
(Philippians 4:6) 
Shall we not determine to "be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving" bring those things that would become burdens or 
anxieties to God in prayer, and live in His perfect peace? He is always gracious 
and tender. "If we believe not, He abideth faithful; He cannot deny Himself." 

11th day "Mary . .. sat at Jesus'feet" (Luke 10:39) 
At every time, in every place, about every matter, if you feel heavy-laden, pause 
at once; come to Jesus and rest. Pillow your head on His bosom, pour your burden 
into His ear, delight your soul in His love. And then, when rested and refreshed, 
"Whatsoever He saith unto you, so be it". 

12th day "We will give ourselves continually to prayer" (Acts 6:4) 
Shall we not, each one of us, determine to labour more in prayer; to cultivate more 
intimate communion with God by His help; thinking less of our working and more 
of His working, that He may in very deed be glorified in and through us! 

13th day "That I may know Him" (Philippians 3:10) 
Oh, to know Him! How good, how great - how glorious our God and Father, our 
God and Saviour, our God and Sanctifier: to know Him! Pray on and labour on. 
Don't be afraid of the toil; don't be afraid of the cross; they will pay well. 

14th day "I count all things but loss . .. that I may win Christ" (Philippians 3:8) 
Sometimes when pressed with correspondence the hour has come for united 
prayer, and the thought has arisen, ought I not to go on with this or that matter? 
Then it has come back to me- "Nothing too precious for my Lord Jesus". The 
correspondence has been left to be cared for afterwards, and one has had the joy 
of fellowship unhindered. 
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15th day "The peace of God shall keep your hearts and minds" (Philippians 4:7) 
Familiar, precious words to every child of God! We love to ponder them. We have 
doubtless often tried to carry out the command, and may have prayed earnestly 
and frequently to be enabled to do so. And yet are we not conscious that we are 
not careful for nothing, and that the peace of God does not always keep our hearts 
and minds? 

16th day "How much more shall your Heavenly Father give . .. to them that ask 
Him?" (Luke 11:13) 
The many blessings enjoyed even by those who know Him not ... are still given 
and continued by His grace; and how much more may the children of this 
Heavenly Father look to Him with confidence, knowing that He will supply their 
every need in life, in death, and in the world to come! 

17th day "/prayed to the God of Heaven so we laboured in the work" (Nehemiah 
2:4, 4:21) 
You can work without praying, but it is a bad plan; but you cannot pray in earnest 
without working. Do not be so busy with work for Christ that you have no 
strength left for praying. True prayer requires strength. 

18th day "Ask of God . .. and it shall be given" (James 1:5) 
We must all get nearer to God; we must all abide in Christ; our lives must be more 
up to our principles and privileges, and all will be well. Let us trust for all, and 
we shall find all. God can bless; let us ask it in faith, and expect it. Nothing else, 
nothing less can satisfy Him; nothing less must satisfy us. 

19th day "Continuing instant in prayer" (Romans 12:12) 
Do not be cast down if you meet with difficulties. All things are working together 
for good, as in due time we shall see. Pray much. Satan is a terrible reality, so is 
the flesh; but more is He Who is within us. If God be with us, who, what can 
overcome us? 

20th day "Worthy is the Lamb . .. to receive . .. glory and blessing" (Revelation 
5:12) 
Do we sufficiently cultivate this unselfish desire to be all for Jesus, and to do all 
for His pleasure? Or are we conscious that we principally go to Him for our own 
sakes, or at best for the sake of our fellow creatures? How much of prayer there 
is that begins and ends with the creature, forgetful of the privilege of giving joy 
to the Creator. 

21st day "Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord" 
(James 1:7) 
Those prayers only will be answered which are in harmony with the revealed will 
of God. Unless the Word of God is abiding in us, how can we be sure that our 
petitions are in harmony with His will. 
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22nd day "These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication" (Acts 
1:14) 
Not many days after this, in answer to united and continued prayer, the Holy Spirit 
did come upon them, and they were all filled. Since the days before Pentecost, has 
the whole Church ever put aside every other work, and waited upon God for ten 
days, that that power might be manifested? We have given too much attention to 
method, and to machinery, and to resources, and too little to the source of power. 

23rd day "The Lord called Moses up to the top of the Mount" (Exodus 19:20) 
We must get on to a higher plane of thought altogether, and of prayer, if we are to 
walk worthy of God. Do we not want more really to meditate on God; to gaze on 
Him; take in what we are even now competent to take in of His greatness, His 
resources, His assurances and promises? Dwelling thus on Him, should we not be 
enabled to grasp more of the heights and depths of His character and purposes, 
and be more ready and able to do His will. 

24th day "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened . .. neither His ear heavy, that 
it cannot hear" (Isaiah 59:1) 
We have to do with One Who is Lord of all power and might. Whose arm is not 
shortened that it cannot save, nor His ear heavy that it cannot hear; with One 
whose unchanging Word directs us to ask and receive that our joy may be full, to 
open our mouths wide that He may fill them. 

25th day "The righteous ... are in the hand of God" (Ecclesiastes 9:1) 
"Let us leave all in the hands of God" ... make it a matter of prayer and then leave 
it in the hands of God our Father. I have prayed about it, and I am sure I can trust 
God. He will do all things well. God knows what is best, and we must learn to 
welcome His will, which is good, acceptable and perfect. 

26th day "My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, 0 Lord" (Psalm 5:3) 
Do not have your concert first, and then tune your instruments afterwards. 
Begin the day with the Word of God and prayer, and get first of all into harmony 
with Him. 

27th day "Ask what I shall give thee" (1 Kings 3:5) 
Now let us stop and ask ourselves; what do we desire? And then let us claim the 
promise at once. Have we loved ones unsaved? Have we difficulties to conquer? 
Have we mountains to remove? Then let us take it to the Lord in prayer. 

28th day "Though it tarry, wait for it, because it will surely come" ( Habukkuk 
2:3) 
There are many other prayers that are proper petitions, offered in a proper spirit, 
in which nevertheless the answer does not come just in the way in which the 
offerer may have expected. When a great need is brought before God in prayer, 
He may answer that prayer by supplying the need or by removing it. 
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29th day "The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto 
their prayers" (1 Peter 3:12) 
From the commencement of my Christian life I was led to feel that the promises 
were very real, and that prayer was a sober matter of fact, transacting business 
with God, whether on one's own behalf, or on the behalf of those for whom one 
sought His blessing. 

30th day "Pour out your heart before Him" (Psalm 62:8) 
In the gladness of my heart I poured out my soul before God and again and again 
confessing my grateful love to Him who had done everything for me. I besought 
Him to give me some work for Him as an outlet for love and gratitude. 

31st day "We know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him" ( 1 John 
5:15) 
No prayers can be discredited if offered in the Name of Jesus, so long as we keep 
within the extent of Christ's credit - a tolerably wide limit? If we ask anything 
unscriptural or not in accordance with the will of God, Christ Himself could not 
do that; but, "If we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us, and . . . we 
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him". 

---·---

• THE ELIJAH SYNDROME • 

S. SEMMENS (Edinburgh) 

DEAR BRETHREN, to those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ, and 
therefore may be addressed as those that fear God, and those who speak often one 
to another of this present spiritual dearth; greetings in the name of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Our desire is to send a word of encouragement to those who 
are brothers and sisters in tribulation, and especially those of your number, who 
at this present time are feeling burdened with what can only be described as the 
"Elijah syndrome". You are saying to the Lord and employing the words of Elijah: 
"1, even I only am left", etc. (1 Kings 19:10). We can imagine that you have been 
giving a great deal of thought to your position in the Church as it is today, and the 
question that arises in your mind just now is: "What should I do in my present 
situation, for the very foundations of my faith, and of my Church, and the Church 
of my forefathers are under attack?" Hence the words of the Psalmist come to 
mind: "If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?" (Psalm 11:3). 
Indeed every day the foundations are being threatened with destruction, the 
Philistines have been in our land for a very considerable time now. And so they 
have been at their work of subversion. And you can join with Henry Francis Lyte 
( 1793-184 7) in that you include in your prayers that line of his hymn, "Abide with 
me", the so poignant words: 
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"Change and decay in all around I see; 
0 Thou, who changest not abide with me." 

Lyte knew change and decay surrounding him. Surely this indicates that then, 
as now, some 170 years ago, these changes for the worse could be seen 
progressing then. The decay was evident; it was scarcely twenty-two years 
previously that John Henry Newman in 1864 published his Apologia Pro Vita 
Sua. The 1830s saw E. B. Pusey, Newman and Keble founding the Oxford 
Movement. In Scotland in 1843 the National Church experienced the Disruption, 
not to mention many splits that took place before and after 1843. In America a 
myriad of spurious cults and sects sprang up - the Mormons in 1823, Seventh-day 
Adventists in 1844, the Jehovah's Witnesses in 1872- these are but examples of 
the spiritual degradation that has come in like a flood. And we today are still 
seeing the progress of all this spiritual decadence, and our natural man tends to 
fear that it will drown us beneath its waves. Adopting the sentiment of Lyle's 
hymn, we can only beseech our immutable God to abide with us. Or like the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, we would constrain our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, pleading with Him in our prayers to: "Abide with us: for it is toward even 
evening, and the day is far spent" (Luke 24:29). 

The situation for the Visible Church today is indeed dark; the lack of sound 
teaching is such that it has become a very real problem to find our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the preaching of so many of our churches. Like Mary at the empty tomb 
we are inclined to bemoan the emptiness, and say with Mary: "They have taken 
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him" 
(John 20:2). Indeed, without being too critical, it is so true that Christ has been 
mislaid by a great number of churches, or else He has been transmogrified into 
some kind of guru or petty prophet, and so we cannot recognise Him. There are 
also those in the Visible Church who tell us that the sepulchre was empty, and 
simply because there was no body there in the first place; that there was no 
resurrection save that it exists in the minds of deluded fundamentalist Christians, 
those who are well behind the times. How do these unbelievers arrive at such an 
absurd conclusion, and why, if they are truly convinced of what they declare, why 
on earth do they still cling to the Church? We can only suggest that they do so 
simply because, as Jesus told the Sadducees (which say that there is no 
resurrection): "Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God" 
(Matthew 22:29). The fact remains that you and I must face the reality of a church 
infiltrated by those who fall into at least two categories; namely, those who wish 
to tum the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and those less desperate, who 
would have the legitimate system of Church Government changed for the rules of 
a social club, and her witness into an empty religiosity - that is, a Church without 
the Spirit or the Scriptures. Many of those who preach do so because they see it 
as a profession in which they do not have to get their hands dirty. Others, who are 
of a more romantic tum of mind, enter the ministry simply because they are 
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possessed of a delusion that by it they can change the world with "another 
Gospel". Only too soon, however, they become disgruntled, the world does not 
change under their preaching; but they do help to destroy the Church from within. 
Whatever motivates such men their ministry amounts to very little, and the result 
is simply a religion akin to Roman Catholicism minus its sacramental and 
ritualistic features. Not having either true faith, or a call to serve the Church in 
the first place, in their blindness they destroy and do not build; for being blind 
and not able to see that the deciding factors in all matters of faith and practise 
are simply the Scriptures and plain reason they stray off, often taking their flock 
with them. 

What these men have, who call themselves ministers, is a deep concern for their 
own self-esteem and a head full of Liberalism. They are prepared to sacrifice the 
basic elements of orthodox Christian teaching in order to achieve, what they call, 
contemporary relevance. To put it simply they are dishonest atheists. But what is 
most important here is the very big question, namely: "What are we who believe 
to do?" The words of the Psalmist are applicable here again: "If the foundations 
be destroyed, what can the righteous do?" In the first instance the righteous can 
do nothing if the foundations be destroyed, but the foundations cannot be 
destroyed. The Visible Church in certain instances can, and has been destroyed. 
On the other hand the Church that is Christ's, that is built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief comer stone, that 
Church cannot be destroyed, nor shall the gates of hell prevail against it (see 
Ephesians 2:20 and Matthew 16:16-18). But you will say to us, Where am I to 
worship if the Visible Church in my region is destroyed? Before proceeding any 
further we would suggest that you read John 4:20-24, and we suggest this in order 
to establish that the true worship of God is not confined to a particular place, or 
to a denomination for that matter. What is important is that we worship in spirit 
and in truth. 

Obviously in order to do just that we must find a body of believers who also 
worship God in spirit and in truth. But what if we cannot find such a body? We 
think that you will discover that believers who were thus isolated from other 
brethren often found that their private devotions became all the more enriched 
through prayer and Bible study. We know that we ought not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together, as indeed some do, and neglect the means of 
grace. But what is to be done if we feel that there is no "us" to assemble with, or 
what is available we cannot join because of conscience; that is simply because of 
the apostate state of the particular denomination that is available. A. W. Pink 
(1886-1952), for example, spent the later part of his life, about twenty years, or 
thereabouts, in seclusion on the Island of Lewis where he carried on a written 
ministry on biblical exposition and experimental godliness. He died in July 1952 
unnoticed by the religious world. 

We would suggest at this juncture that the problem we face is not just the state 
of the Visible Church in general. Admittedly the Visible Church is indeed in a 
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poor state, but we ourselves are also affected by her departure from the truth. We 
have, for years, listened to the false teaching of the age; therefore we need the 
washing by the water of the Word. We need to draw aside, and by prayer and 
careful, prayerful study of the Scripture, thus seek God's face. Saying like the 
Psalmist: "Teach me, 0 Lord, the way of thy statutes and I shall keep it unto the 
end" (Psalm 119:33). It is only when God by His Holy Spirit teaches us the way 
of His statutes that we can walk in the way of them. It is also true that it is only 
under His tutelage that we will be able to keep them to the end. When He makes 
us teachable, and when He grants us understanding we are able to see through the 
error of the age and to earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints. Hence we have the Psalmist pleading: "Give me understanding, 
and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart" (Psalm 
119:34 ). Clearly no man can keep God's law nor shall he be able to observe it with 
his whole heart until God change his heart. The heart of stone must have been 
replaced by a heart of flesh (see Ezekiel 11: 19): The Psalmist, although he is not 
an unconverted man (this we know because he calls the Lord to the remembrance 
of His dealing with him), refers to his conversion thus: "Remember the word unto 
thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope. This is my comfort in my 
affliction: for thy word hath quickened me" (Psalm 119:49-50). Yet he knows that 
he needs God to give him a change of heart, and so he asks for his heart to be tried 
by God, and so he prays: "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me, and 
know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting" (Psalm 139:23-24). When he prays: "Search me, 0 God, and 
know my heart" he is aware that before he can walk after the Spirit, and hence do 
God's will, he must be sure that it is God's will, and not his own will that he 
wishes to follow. It is only too easy to mistake our own will for God's will. For 
as Jeremiah put it: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked: who can know it?" (17:9). Here the Psalmist shows the wisdom of a man 
who has learned to walk after the Spirit and not after the flesh (see Romans 7:5-
25 and 8: 1-8). He is also a man who has learned to wait upon the Lord. In Psalm 
130 we read: "I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope." 
Waiting on the Lord is not part of modem thinking amongst Christians, and much 
of our praying is placing our demands before God, as though we controlled Him 
imd not He us. There is much to be learned from the general Confession as we 
have it in the English Prayer Book under "Morning Prayer". For it makes no 
demands on God but begins by addressing Him for who He is, namely, the 
Almighty and most merciful Father; and as His children we confess that we are 
sinners, that we have strayed from the path of righteousness, and that our motives 
have been according to our own will and lusts, that we have sinned by sins of 
omission and commission and our total depravity is evident. Forgiveness is then 
requested in accordance with the promise that God has given to mankind in Christ 
Jesus, and that for Jesus' sake we may be kept from sin hereafter, and in order that 
God may be glorified. 
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The above is a wonderful example of proper prayer, and note how it follows the 
pattern of the Lord's Prayer. Words often flow like water from some people at a 
prayer meeting - that is at a public prayer meeting - but strange to say the 
"Preacher" advises: "Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be 
more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that 
they do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be rash to utter 
any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy 
words be few" (Ecclesiastes 5:2). Of course, in private things are much different 
-there a man may pour out his complaint to the Lord. Psalms 57 and 142 are 
wonderful examples of prayers of this kind, where David prayed when he was in 
the cave Adullam. A study of these two Psalms will yield much spiritual profit, for 
they illustrate the fellowship that can exist between a believer and his God. This 
is another reason why the Visible Church is in such a mess; the individual 
Christians have little or no fellowship with their God, therefore they can have 
little or no fellowship with each other. When fellowship goes the Church soon 
ceases to exist. Throughout the Bible the Church has been sustained by a remnant, 
a few believers in fellowship. In the days of the prophet Malachi, what do we 
read? The majority had said: "It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we 
have kept his ordinances", etc. (Malachi 3: 14). But we also read: "Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord harkened and heard it, 
and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, 
and thought upon his name" (Malachi 3:16). We are told that they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another; that is they had fellowship, thus showing the 
existence of the Church. In the days of Isaiah the prophet things were very bad, 
so much so that the prophet could say: "Except the Lord of hosts had left unto us 
a very small remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been 
like unto Gomorrah" (Isaiah 1 :9). Likewise today there is a remnant. How do we 
know? Well, the Apostle Paul in his day, when dealing with the rejection of Christ 
by the Jews, asks the question as to whether God had cast away His people. His 
answer was no, for he argued that God had not cast away His people whom He 
foreknew, thus making a distinction between the Jews in general and the elect 
amongst them. He then quotes the example of Elijah, who thought that he was the . 
only faithful one left, but instead God told him that He had reserved seven 
thousand who had proved faithful. He then goes on to say: "Even so then at this 
present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace" (Romans 
11 :5). We can be sure, therefore, that the same thing applies today- there is in this 
country a remnant according to the election of grace. God cannot be frustrated, He 
shall carry through His purpose come what may. It is essentially necessary and 
wholesome for us to know that God foreknows nothing by contingency, but that 
He foresees, purposes, and does all things according to His immutable, eternal 
and infallible will. Hence the reason for that part of the Lord's Prayer that states, 
"Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven". And so it is in all things we ought 
to follow Jesus Himself in our prayers: "Not my will but thine be done." 
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Not having a place of worship is a hard thing to take; it leaves the believer in a 
position where he is isolated, as a sheep that has no pasture. This raises the 
question as to why the Lord allows it to be so. Yet when we tum to the Scriptures 
we find many an example of this. Joseph found himself sold into Egypt (Genesis 
37-36.) Moses found himself at the backside of the desert (Exodus 3:1). The 
Apostle John found himself on the Island of Patmos (Revelation 1 :9). This is how 
John saw his isolation: "I John, who also am your brother and companion in 
tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the isle that 
is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ" 
Revelation 1 :9). There is the temptation to think that because John was an Apostle 
and we but mere believers, none of what John says here is applicable to ourselves. 
The truth of the matter, however, is that though he was an Apostle he was no 
different to us in Christian responsibility. See how he addresses his readers (and 
his readers would have been other Christians, for he addresses them as one who 
"also am your brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ"). He lists tribulation as being part and parcel of being a 
Christian. Indeed Jesus has warned us that we would suffer tribulation and, as 
Paul has pointed out in his epistle to the Philippians: "For unto you it is given in 
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake", 
etc." (Philippians 1 :29). Make no mistake, the state of the Visible Church today is 
all part of that tribulation. What are we to do? The Bible says wait on the Lord 
(see Psalm 25:5, 27:14, 37:7, Isaiah 8:17, Isaiah 40:31). 

Well dear friends, we trust that the Lord will bless these few thoughts to your 
soul's profit. We have committed to paper our thoughts on the matter, and we have 
done so in the hope that the Lord will see fit to bless them to your comfort, and 
we pray that if you are without a place of worship at this time that He will provide 
a spiritual home for you soon and, if not, that in either case, be it a spiritual home 
or isolation, by waiting upon the Lord you will find that He will renew your 
strength (see Isaiah 40:31). 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

Part IX 
JUSTUS VERMEER 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel , The Netherlands) 

(d) By their desire for holiness and even for perfection, and while they do not dare 
to think that they will get thus far, their disposition calls them strongly to it in that 
they sigh about their wrongness, unholiness, lack of conformity, about their dry, 
dead and sinful attitude, about their unwilling heart which (when it reveals itself) 



The Gospel Magazine 165 

is held in by things below. They do not desire any more glorious day - nothing 
would be more dear to them - than that Christ would lay His hand on their heart, 
would purify them and would loosen and set them free from their sins and ties. 0 
friends, one day it will become true: "Father, for their sakes I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanctified through the truth" (John 17: 19). And He intercedes 
by His merits continuously before the throne: "Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am" (John 17:24). 

(e) And finally it is shown by that decision of the heart, which is present in the 
darkest moments believers go through, and that is, rather to remain lying at the 
feet of the Lord Jesus as an unworthy one and longing rather to die there and to 
justify God and call Him honest in that He ever passed by such a one with His 
grace, rather than to desire the fleshpots of Egypt, or the ungodly world. They do 
not reconsider this. It is their final decision. That word suits here: "Whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake shall find it" (Matthew 16:25). Such shall not perish 
in eternity. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

--- · ---

• MORE ABOUT FRANCE • 

[The following account is taken from the Rev. Samuel Levermore s book, 
More About France. The author was a Presbyterian minister who, in 1919, 

accompanied by his wife, travelled across the battle-scarred areas of France 
distributing Bibles and tracts. The following is slightly abridged.] 

Supplied by D. L. JAMES (Maidenhead) 

WHEN we remember that there is only one Protestant to about thirty Roman 
Catholics in France, we may fairly take the latter as the religion of the country. 
What applies to the French, therefore, in matters of religion, applies to Roman 
Catholics everywhere. One admits readily that in every place and nation, and in 
all religions, there are those who really fear God; but, speaking generally, the 
religion of the French Roman Catholic is the most hollow sham imaginable. No 
unbiased man of observation would be deceived by it for one moment, and how 
these people think that an all-wise God can be a victim of their so thinly-veiled 
hypocrisy is beyond conception. 

Only the other day I said to a Frenchman a propos of a long list of amusements 
of a very rowdy order to be followed by a ball to conclude at half-past one in the 
morning, arranged by a Church in Normandy to take place on the Sunday in 
honour of their patron Saint, St. Sulpice: "What is the idea of these people 
professing to serve God up to mid-day and the devil up to and beyond midnight. 
Do they think they can throw dust into the eyes of the Almighty in that fashion?" 
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The Roman Catholic Church is the stage, the priests are the actors, and the 
services, dogmas and feasts are the comedy or burlesque. The rank and file are the 
subscribers, whose money keeps it going. Every great feast of the Church is made 
the excuse for a debauch of eating, drinking, dancing and the rest. 

It would surely make even the Bishop of London open his eyes to see the 
"communicants" robed in white doing justice to their wine like old topers, and 
distending their stomachs like young boa constrictors; with the Bishop's hands 
freshly upon their pretty heads and holy invocation still sounding in their ears. 
The fact is that the heart and soul have no place in this solemn sham. Roman 
Catholicism is a condition, a moral crisis in reality, and may be found without the 
Roman organisation in every stage of the world's history ... it is best described 
by the word Apostacy. 

It was a moral crisis with the Jews, when, as we read in Isaiah 1, the Almighty 
expressed in the most scathing terms His disgust at their obvious hypocrisy: "I 
hate your solemn feasts," He cried. What must He think of this burlesque of 
religion, this solemn farce! Pay your money, do as the Church bids you, and she 
will fix up your accounts with the Almighty. She will let you lie, cheat, commit 
all the sins of the Decalogue, and enjoy all the pleasures of the world, yea, and 
send you to purgatory when you die - only pay, pay! 

By the way, this purgatory - a complete invention - is a most awful place 
according to the RC merchants, yet, strange to say, your Roman Catholic would 
rather part with anything than his purgatory. 

Prove to him from the RC version of the Holy Scriptures that there is not one 
word of foundation for this most profitable invention, your words vanish into thin 
air, and he will fight for it for his life. 

In order that my reader may see for himself that I am in no sense drawing upon 
my imagination, I give him verbatim, an advertisement from a local paper: 

The feast of Carel 

Sunday last a section of Carel celebrated with eclat their Feast of St. 
Sulpice. This day, favoured by magnificent weather, was a great success. 
The programme was well arranged and remarkably followed. 

In the course of the ceremonies a collection was taken up by Mlle. M---
conducted [or escorted] by Monsieur A----. At the conclusion of vespers, 
recreation began. All the games announced followed each other, before a 
crowd of promenaders, who were greatly diverted. The devout [sic] 
organisers had conceived the good idea of recruiting the help of showmen, 
such as a menagerie, cinema, shooting gallery, lotteries, and games of all 
kinds which took place on both sides of the place, producing the best effect. 
The takings of all were excellent. 

At 6 o'clock the Ball opened. There, the dancers of preceding fetes were to 
be seen in good numbers and full of spirit. 
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The night drew such a crowd as has not been seen for a long time at Carel. 
The illuminations sufficiently brilliant, found a precious auxiliary in 
Madam Moon, who cast her lively light upon them until a quarter past one 
in the morning. The Ball was very animated, without slackening until the 
final polka. As at the religious offices, the collection was taken by Mlle. 
M---- and Monsieur A----" 

And these people profess to serve God, who said "Remember the Sabbath day 
to keep it holy", And what a heart-breaking shame it is that London is following 
in France's wake, with its Sunday concerts, and all the rest, and, like France, 
playing the old game of bowing and scraping, crossing and crying, having the ears 
ravished by Mozart and Mendelssohn, and their senses intoxicated with idol gear 
and sweet incense up to twelve o'clock, as a sop thrown to the One whose eyes 
are as flames of fire, and who is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart. The spiritual decadence of our nation in its reversion to Paganism must 
inevitably be followed by its political decadence. 

"Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to keep Thy law." 

---·---

• LUKE • 

M. HANDFORD (Kibworth, Beauchamp, Leicester) 

THE writer of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles was an accomplished 
personality. Paul speaks of him as "Luke the beloved physician". From the very 
beginning the message of the Gospel has attracted the most learned as well as the 
simple-hearted. 

Luke was evidently a close observer and a painstaking writer. In the prologue 
to his gospel he gives the reason which made him write. He was dissatisfied with 
the attempts of others to record the narrative of Christ. He did not give that which 
cost him nothing. He spared neither time nor trouble in his work, investigating all 
the relevant facts . His word is marked by diligent research, orderly presentation 
and exhaustive inquiry. 

Luke was also a self-effacing writer. He never mentions himself by name, and 
only refers to himself in the preface of his works. In the autobiographical sections 
of the Acts he uses the plural and not the singular. He was a humble and 
disciplined writer who kept himself in the background and let all the light fall on 
his great theme, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The first medical missionary 

The apostle Paul, who was ever ministering to men's souls, makes honourable 
mention of one who ministered to men's bodies. Luke was the pioneer of all those 
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who have devoted their medical skills to the alleviation of the underprivileged 
peoples of the world. 

There is abundant indication of Luke's medical knowledge in his writings. 
Peter's mother-in-law was laid low with a "great fever", whereas Mark describes 
the illness merely as a "fever". 

A man of praise 

We are indebted to Luke for his recording of the inspired songs in his gospel -
Benedictus, Magnificat, Nunc Dimittis and the Gloria in Excelsis. His gospel 
begins and ends with praise. At the Nativity a chorus of angelic song swept 
through the midnight sky. At the close we read of the disciples returning to 
Jerusalem with great joy and being continually in the temple. The note of praise 
and joy continually surfaces in Luke's writings. 

A man of prayer 
There are about fifty references to prayer in the third gospel. As someone has 
written: "Like many other doctors, he had a favourite prescription - prayer; he 
directed that it should be taken as required, being a certain remedy for all ills." 

He emphasises Christ's own prayer life. He tells how He prayed before His 
baptism: before choosing the apostles; at the Transfiguration; and on the cross. 
Luke alone tells of the three great parables on prayer - the importunate friend; the 
persistent widow; and the publican and the pharisee. 

A man of insight 
It has been said that a minister sees people at their best; a lawyer sees people at 
their worst; whilst a doctor sees people as they really are. 

Luke wrote two books about people as they really are. He shows us saints 
like Zacharias, Stephen, and Barnabas. Than he brings before us sinners such 
as Zacchaeus, the dying thief, and Saul of Tarsus at the height of his bitter
ness against the church. He discloses the weaknesses as well as the virtues of the 
early Christians. 

A man of wide sympathies 

More than any of the other evangelists, Luke gives prominence to the roll and 
plight of women, especially widows in Eastern society. The respect and attention 
he pays to women stands out in contrast to the callousness of the men of his day. 

Luke was concerned about the underprivileged. He delights to picture the 
Saviour as the Friend of outcasts and sinners, and to speak of His love for the 
publican, the prodigal and the penitent thief. 

A man of steadfastness 

Luke was utterly dependable. When other of Paul's friends either deserted him or 
were called to other spheres, Luke remained as the faithful companion. When 
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Demas forsook him, Paul wrote pathetically "Only Luke is with me". Dean Farrar 
says: "Luke's friendship was one of Paul's richest blessings in a sorely troubled 
life." He remained with the apostle to the very end; while others fled in the 
interests of safety, the physician stayed at his post of duty. 

Luke was without doubt a singularly gifted and loveable character, a man who 
was unconsciously great. 

---·---

• PRAYER FOR CHURCH AND NATION • 

J. J. MURRAY (Glasgow) 

THE NATURE OF EARNEST PRAYER 

ALTHOUGH few give any thought to it we are all Covenant creatures. The non
Christian is under the broken Covenant of Works made with Adam. The believer 
is in the Covenant of Grace in Christ. All that we are and all that we have is related 
to the Covenant. Prayer, as Sinclair Ferguson has helpfully pointed out, is a 
Covenant work (Banner of Truth, Issue 137, page 23). 

The dynamic of Elijah's praying, which is so highly commended by James 
(James 5: 16-18), lies in his understanding of the Covenant. In that Covenant God 
promised to bless the obedience of His people, and to curse their disobedience. 
"And thy heaven that is over thy head shall be brass, and the earth that is under 
thee shall be iron. The Lord shall make the rain of the land powder and dust: from 
heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed" (Deuteronomy 
28:23-24). Elijah "prayed earnestly that it might not rain". In the confident 
knowledge of a Covenant-keeping God he confronted Ahab. The ground of his 
confidence was the character of God. 

Likewise, after the turn around that took place in the confrontation with the 
prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel, Elijah, "prayed again and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit". Once again we see his confidence in a 
Covenant-keeping God. This is expressed in earnest prayer on the top of Mount 
Carmel. He waits for the answer and his servant was sent seven times before he 
saw "a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand". "And it came to pass ... that 
the heaven was black with clouds and wind and there was a great rain" (1 Kings 
18:44-45). 

1. The basis 

The basis for our praying, like that of Elijah, must be that we are true Covenant 
children. The prophet was "a man subject to like passions as we are" but he was 
a justified sinner. He had the righteousness of God imputed and imparted. He had 
a Covenant righteousness. It is obvious that he did not regard sin in his heart or 
else he would not have been heard (Psalm 66:16-18). He was a righteous man. 
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2. The bounds 
Elijah does not include in his prayer "if it be thy will". He knew the mind and will 
of God declared in the Covenant. Obedience would result in blessing. 
Disobedience would bring the curse. God would keep His promises. His people 
were called to be faithful to the Covenant. He would provide the grace necessary 
for their obedience. If they disobeyed but turned again in repentance He would 
forgive and heal. It is what the Lord has covenanted in His Word to perform that 
is the object of our prayers. Jesus said: "If ye abide in me and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you" (John 15:7). 

3. The boldness 
The praying of Elijah was fervent. Once God has made promises to His people He 
looks for boldness and confidence in their approaches to Him. Jesus gave us the 
parable of the man whose friends arrived at midnight and he had nothing to give 
them. He keeps on asking his neighbour to give to him. The neighbour eventually 
agrees because of his "importunity" or "shameless persistence". We are told that 
in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus prayed "more earnestly" (Luke 22:44). In the 
days of the early Church, believers were earnestly praying to God for Peter (Acts 
12:5). God says, "Put me in remembrance: let us plead together" (Isaiah 43:26). 
Jesus declared, "Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and 
it shall be opened unto you" (Matthew 7:7-11 and Luke 11:9-13). Says C. H. 
Spurgeon: "When we come to the gate of mercy, forceable are the knocks of the 
rapper by which the gate is opened." 

4. The bountifulness 
This kind of praying we are told "avails much". It has a huge potency. There is 
power waiting to be released, as Elijah found. There are untapped resources. We 
see large barren-looking areas in the county of Sutherland but underneath the 
ground we are told there are rich deposits of minerals. The North Sea was a 
forbidding place but riches of oil and gas have been found there. God has made 
us His co-workers and what potential lies in prayer to Him. 

PETITIONS 
United Kingdom 

1. The raising up of Reformers, in the spirit of Martin Luther. 
2. The breaking in of Gospel light into our dark land. 
3. The reformation of the Church. 
4. The raising up of men with deep convictions. 
5. The preaching of the full-orbed Gospel of the glory of the transcendent God. 
6. Discipline to be exercised in our churches. 
7. The Holy Spirit coming in convicting and converting power and in reviving. 
8. The restoration of family religion. 
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9. The recovery of the Lord's Day. 
10. The granting of repentance to us as a nation. 
11. The awakening of the Church to the judgments of God in our midst. 
12. There-assertion of the Bible as the supreme authority. 
13. Our national Churches to be reformed and recovered. 
14. The downfall of Romanism and all false religion. 
15. The Reformed publishing houses and Societies to recover their cutting edge. 
16. Organisations: Christian Institute, Christian Concern and CARE. 
17. The sanctity of human life: abortion and the shedding of innocent blood. 
18. The sanctity of human life: euthanasia. 
19. The sanctity of marriage; same sex marriage proposals to be thrown out. 
20. Children and young people growing up in ignorance of Gospel truth. 
21. Our governing authorities that they may be a terror to bad conduct. 

Worldwide 
22. The work of Bible translation: the Bible Societies. 
23. The communication of the Gospel through all means available. 
24. The conversion of the Jews. 
25. The growth of the Church in the Third World. 
26. The building up of church leaders in the Third World. 
27. The provision of training facilities for preachers. 
28. The translation of good books into other languages. 
29. The opportunities in China: translation of Reformed books. 
30. The overthrow of false religions and sects. 
31. The persecuted Church: Barnabas Fund, etc. 
32. The outreach to Muslims: MERF, etc. 
33. The downfall of unjust regimes in the world. 
34. Relief of poverty in the world. 
35. The earth being filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord. 

SINS TO BE CONFESSED 

1. The departure from God in Western civilization through the Renaissance 
(man is the measure of all things), the Enlightenment (reason and scientific 
investigation made the sole arbiters of truth and knowledge), Darwinism (the 
Evolution theory that eliminates God) and Higher Criticism (that tried to 
destroy the Bible). 

2. The undermining of the supernatural, the destroying of interest in the 
transcendent God, autonomous man setting himself up as "God", the 
disappearance of the fear of God. 

3. The growth of humanism permeating our educational system, our law courts, 
our politics and our Churches. Collective life in society and culture became 
centred around self. 
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4. The abandonment of the Ten Commandments, morality dropping to an all
time low, no absolute standard of right and wrong. 

5. The permissive society of the 1960s, leading to sexual permissiveness, free 
love, teenage pregnancies, promiscuity, uncleanness, sensuality. 

6. The break-up of the family, the high divorce rate, adultery made acceptable, 
lack of parental authority, perverted relationships, now given more and more 
rights by law. 

7. The lack of respect for human life and dignity, abortion (since 1967 seven 
million babies slaughtered in the womb), increase in suicides, concerted 
efforts to introduce euthanasia. 

8. The lack of respect for authority. God has instituted government for the 
restraint of evil. Capital and corporal punishment has been set aside. Our 
streets are not safe, crime increases, mindless violence is abroad, disorder in 
the classroom. 

9. The increase of worldliness, materialism, secularism, the devotion to sport. 
The cult of personality. Image and appearance assume the functions that 
character and morality once had. We have become T. S. Eliot's "hollow men". 

10. The distraction from spiritual reality by a media-mad age. Immediate access 
to news, music, soaps, shameless filth. 

11. Corruption in society and especially in high places - politicians, bankers, 
journalists. 

12. The failure to acknowledge God in our nation, to give thanks for past mercies 
and deliverances and to acknowledge His judgments in our midst at present. 

13. The undermining of our Christian heritage, neglect of the Covenants, 
attempts to abandon Protestant succession to the throne. 

14. The undermining of the Word of God. The Scripture is being bent to conform 
to the surrounding, passing, changing culture of the moment. Every 
viewpoint is regarded as equally valid and is shown tolerance except for the 
evangelical faith. The rise of the militant new atheists, Dawkins, etc. 

15. The failure of the Church. The trumpet is giving an uncertain sound. Doctrine 
is at a discount. Discipline is forgotten. "Evangelicalism is reverberating with 
worldliness". Preaching is down played. Conviction of sin is rare. 
Conversions are few. 

16. The growth of ecumenism, the lack of discernment among Christians, taken 
in by the deception of Romanism, unaware of the threat of Islam and other 
false religions. 

17. The lack of consciousness of spiritual and eternal realities, the neglect of the 
Lord's Day. 
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"Thou shalt arise,and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, 
the set time is come. When the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his 
glory. He will regard the prayer of the destitute and not despise their prayer" 
(Psalm 102:13,16, 17). 

ENCOURAGEMENTS TO PERSEVERE 

Biblical reasons to persevere 

God wants us to search for biblical reasons to argue before Him. Richard Sibbes 
said: "It is a pitiful thing for Christians to come to God only with bare, naked 
petitions and have no reason to press God out of His own Word." 

1. We can plead God's character 

This is what Abraham did when he prayed for Sodom. He pleaded God's justice and 
integrity: "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?" (Genesis 18:25). We can 
plead His grace. "The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger and 
of great mercy" (Psalm 145:8). We can remember the sympathy of Christ. "For we 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15). 

2. We can plead with God to fulfil His Word, to do as He has promised 

"The promises of God are letters of credit, drawn on the bank of heaven, to be 
honoured at sight." When King David is told by Nathan that he is not to build God 
a house the Psalmist comes before God in prayer and pleads: "And now 0 Lord 
God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his 
house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said" (2 Samuel 7:25). The Lord 
Jesus declared, "Ask and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and 
it shall be opened unto you" (see Matthew 7:7-11 and Luke 11:9-13). 

3. We can plead the matter of God's own honour and glory 

Moses in intercession for the nation of Israel brought this plea before Jehovah: 
"Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have 
heard the fame of thee will speak saying, because the Lord was not able to bring 
this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them 
in the wilderness" (Numbers 14:15-16). The concern of prayer for God's honour 
and glory is met frequently in the Psalms: "Arise, 0 God, plead thine own cause; 
remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily" (Psalm 74:22). "Help us, 
0 God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away 
our sins, for thy name's sake" (Psalm 79:9). 

4. We are in a war with the victory assured 

As Christians we need to be reminded that we are in a battle. We need to heed 
God's call to arms. Biblical Christian experience is an active battling throughout; 
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inwardly, against the flesh, outwardly, against the world and in both, against the 
devil. "I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0 Jerusalem, which shall never hold 
their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence, and 
give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth" 
(Isaiah 62:6-7). 

The leaders in the early Church soon came to see what was required for the 
battle to establish the Church: "we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and 
to the ministry of the word" (Acts 6:4). Later on the Christians were reminded, 
"For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God ye might 
receive the promise" (Hebrews 10:36); and "And let us not be weary in well 
doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians 6:9). 

5. We are assured of the help of the Holy Spirit 
We need the help of the Holy Spirit to revive passionate, believing, persevering 
prayer. He is the Spirit of grace and supplications. He helps in our infirmities. 
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered" (Romans 8.26). In countering the 
principalities and powers we are to be "praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit" (Ephesians 6: 18). 

As we view the low state of the Church in our nation we cannot but be convinced that our 
greatest need is for a heaven-sent revival. Such former interventions in our history have 
delivered the nation from darkness and decay. Often the precursor of such times was a 
spirit of earnest prayer given to a concerned remnant of God's people. In recent times 
a desire to have united prayer meetings for this has been laid on the heart of a number in 
different parts of the United Kingdom. If you would like to be put in touch with such a 
group you can contact: 

Rev. John J. Murray, Glasgow- murray.johnjames@gmail.com 

--·--
• BooK REVIEWS • 

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised 
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to 
warn readers by stating If the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel 
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. 
That we -name another translation does not mean we endorse it. 

Making Sanity Out of Vanity. Stanley D. Gale. EP Books. pp. 176, paperback. £6.99 . 
ISBN 978 0 85234 745 4. 

Even in these days of scant Bible knowledge, many people know the saying that "There is 
nothing new under the sun"; though fewer may realise that it comes from Ecclesiastes. Vanity 
generally means "pride" or "conceit" -the bane of humanity; though, as the author explains 
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at the outset, it also can mean "futility" or "unsubstantiality". The book originates from 
America, so, not surprisingly, some of its illustrations and anecdotes have particular American 
significance. There are frequent biblical quotations throughout, generally from the Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version . 

The chapters are fairly short, mostly ranging from nine to sixteen pages, concluding with 
"Questions from Qoheleth" . That is where the preface should be read, since it explains that 
"Qoheleth" is "The Preacher" {page 16). It is useful for another reason. The author suddenly 
mentions someone called "Bam" on page 39, which puzzled this reviewer, until reminded by 
referring to the preface that "Bam" was his grandmother. 

Those who are familiar with the Pi/grim's Progress will know of "Vanity Fair", which Christian 
and Faithful were obliged to enter. A fairly extensive section of Bunyan's classic is quoted in 
Chapter 1, with reference to Ecclesiastes 2 :10-11, and other Scriptures. This is one of the 
shortest chapters, consisting of just four pages; though the questions at the end compensate 
for its relative brevity. 

Some may query the author's reasons for an unequivocal "yes" as to whether worship 
should be "entertaining" (page 101 ). He says that it is intended to be, and seeks to justify this 
in various ways, such as where one delights in God and His glory and grace, "then worship 
that is God-centred will necessarily be enterta ining"; all of which and more left this reviewer 
completely unconvinced . On the other hand, the concluding chapter about the Verity or verities 
(pages 169-1 7 6) is sound enough . P.C.M. 

Confident Christianity. Conversations that Lead to the Cross. Chris Sinkinson. 
lnterVarsity Press. pp. 240, paperback. £8.49. ISBN 978 1 8447 4 524 1. 

The author, Chris Sinkinson, currently lectures in apologetics at Moorlands College, Christ
church, Dorset, U.K. His book is both apposite and timely, as this is a day when the Church of 
Christ is assailed by militant atheism on one hand, and plagued on the other with "feel good" 
subjectivism in much of its life and worship. A thoughtful reading of Confident Christianity will 
help the Christian believer towards achieving an objective understanding of what and why it is 
he or she believes. Thus equipped, the believer is in a position to, "Be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you . .. ", and similarly 
able to defend a profession of faith against the assaults of falsehood and infidelity. 

Sinkinson's approach to his subject is wholly successful; seemingly fetching it out from 
amongst the dusty tomes of academia and presenting apologetics to the general reader in a 
clear, fresh and accessible manner. At this point it might be appropriate to question Michael 
Ots's comment on the back cover: "Chris has the brilliant ability to make the complicated 
simple." This is misleading, as to render a complicated thing "simple" necessitates some sort 
of abridgement, or worse - an alteration of subject material. A complicated subject, however 
roundly and soundly dealt with, will retain its complicated nature. Chris Sinkinson has not given 
us a simplification; rather he has presented the reader with a clear and eminently accessible 
treatment of an involved subject; this being the outstanding quality of his book. 

Following a short introduction the book comprises ten chapters; a conclusion ; a further 
reading list, and notes appended to each chapter. Chapter 1 begins with a careful definition 
of apologetics and of its use. The remaining chapters range over the history of apologetics, 
and the three main significant alternatives within apologetics, citing a few of their protagonists. 
The chapters dealing with the Enlightenment to the present day tackle such issues as "science 
falsely so-called"; faulty apologetics like Open Theism, and current objections raised against 
the Christian Faith . The author concludes by quoting the sub-title of his book, stating that 
"Christian apologetics is nothing more than a conversation leading to the cross" . True 
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apologetics is therefore a reasoned defence of the faith inexorably compounded with a spirit 
of evangelism. 

We do not frequently meet with a book that sustains the smile of approval from cover to 
cover; but for this reader Confident Christianity has proved just such a book. Highly 

recommended! D.C.C. 

Introducing Scripture: A Guide to the Old and New Testaments. Eds. Wayne 
Gruden, C. John Collins, Thomas R. Schreiner. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 159, paperback. £8.58. 
ISBN 978 1 84474 568 5. 

The editors are all professors at American seminaries; the Bible version used is the ESV; spelling 
is American . The book is in four parts: The Old Testament; Background to the New Testa
ment; The New Testament; timelines. Each part has between three and five chapters of about 
ten pages. 

The task of introducing Scripture is huge and there is necessarily a lot to be condensed in a 
short book. Nevertheless there is no sense of awkward problems being skated over. With their 
clear and methodical approach to the Holy Bible, the authors give more than a skim over the 
surface and it is for the reader to follow up what especially interests him with deeper studies. 
The timelines and other charts are a detailed help for ready reference . 

Throughout the book, the authors point to the divine authorship of the Bible being the thread 
unifying the events of thousands of years, and the teaching of the Old Testament is shown as 
inseparable from that of the New. All history has a plan with Christ the climax. Here is a most 
useful addition to the church's book table or for use with Bible study groups. G.F.H .H. 

The Faith Once Entrusted to the Saints? Engaging with Issues and Trends in 
Evangelical Theology. Geoffrey W. Grogan. lnterVarsity Press. pp . 302, paperback. 
£16.99 . ISBN 978 1 84474 478 7. 

This is a useful book, dealing with five topical subjects: Open Theism, Penal Substitution, the 
New Prospective on Paul and Justification, The Doctrine of Scripture and Hermeneutics. 
Grogan, the retired principal of Glasgow Bible College, gives a useful analysis of each subject 
and gently shows where the subjects deviate from the Bible. He stresses that as we criticise we 
must be willing to learn because none of us have exhausted what the Bible has to teach us. 

It is unfortunate that his Bible quotes are taken from the New International Version, which 
(except for the Good News Bible) is probably the least precise translation in widespread use by 
evangelicals. However, his arguments are very thoroughly backed by biblical references and 
quotes. There are many footnotes, mainly giving his sources. 

This book seems to be written for those who have studied or are studying theology. It is 
not easy reading for non-theologians. Indeed, Grogan warns that Chapter 2 is difficult for 
"readers unused to serious theological reading". I found Chapter 4 on the New Prospective 
difficult too. Grogan's aims in writing include appraising "particular theological positions" 
{page 260), teaching people how to deal with heresies that may arise in the future {page 218) 
and to appraise biblically a modern tendency to jettison some old beliefs and take on new ones 
(page 30). 

The book is strongly bound and well presented but there are a some misprints of which the 
worst I found is on page 111 where a word, perhaps "love", seems to be missing in the middle 
of a long quotation. Also, the indexing appears to be weak. There are passing references to 
Hegel on pages 23 and 38 which appear in the index but a much fuller account of his 
philosophy on pages 212 to 21 3 which does not appear in the index. 
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Grogan has written a useful book for any student or preacher who has to face the issues 
he deals with and has not time to read whole volumes devoted to one issue. Highly 
recommended. G.D.M. 

Atheism's New Clothes: Exploring and Exposing the Claims of the New 
Atheists. David H. Glass. Apollos (IVP) . pp. 319, paperback. £16.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 
571 5. 

David Glass is a lecturer in the School of Computing and Mathematics at the University of 
Ulster and holds an MA in philosophy and a PhD in theoretical physics, both from Queen's 
University, Belfast. He explains clearly the ideas of the New Atheists, mainly those of Richard 
Dawkins, Daniel Dinnett, Sam Harris and the late Christopher Hitchens. There are many 
quotes from their books and he answers the points they make as he goes along. Glass is 
experienced in Christian apologetics and he argues fairly. 

Glass says, "My goal in writing this book is to explore these issues" (science and religion 
mainly) "and to explain why I think the New Atheists are mistaken" (page 13). Throughout he 
says that neither atheists nor theists can finally prove their case; they can only offer evidence. 
He points out that, although Dawkins claims to base his argument on science, in fact he falls 
back on philosophy in the end. Glass says, "Faith, according to the New Atheists, is believing 
something without evidence" (page 34). What distinguishes the New Atheists from other 
atheists is that they are not prepared to study the arguments for the existence of God; they 
know little theology. 

Glass's arguments are convincing except that, like all of us, he does not completely answer 
the atheists' argument that an omnipotent, loving God would not allow suffering. Glass admits, 
"The various lines of response do not provide a complete answer to the problem" (page 228) , 
but, as he points out, neither does it prove the New Atheists' case. 

This book is lucid and the arguments accessible; it is solid reading - very worthwhile. 
It is well presented with indexes and many notes and references . It would be useful reading, 
not only for the pastor and preacher, but also for the serious intellectual seeker after truth . 

Highly recommended. G.D.M . 

Gospel Basics. Andrew A. Bonar. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp 160, paperback. £5. 75. 
ISBN 9 781 84871 123 5 . 

The truths of the gospel rarely come more powerfully and practically presented than they are 
in this volume by Andrew Bonar (181 0-92), who ministered at Col lace, Perthshire (1838-56), 
and Finnieston, Glasgow (from 1856 to his death) . 

There are sixteen chapters dealing with eternal punishment, coming to Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
Assurance, Holiness, Christian giving and other important issues. Dr. Bonar makes very effective 
use of illustrations and quotes throughout his writings to bring gospel truths home to his readers . 
In the chapter entitled, "Greater Holiness", for example, he quotes extensively from the 
experience of Sarah Edwards, the wife of Jonathan Edwards, to demonstrate how far we can 
attain to holiness in this life. In "Angel Workers" he imagines being in the presence of a 
conference of angels, some of whom, drawing on their experiences and actions as recorded in 
the Scriptures, bring out practical and encouraging lessons for Christian believers . Dr. Bonar 
states in the last chapter, in commenting on 2 Timothy 3 :16, that every clause in Scripture has 
been inserted by God for a special purpose and he demonstrates this very effectively in the final 
Chapters 1 5 and 16 which are entitled "The cloak left at Troas" and "A little wine" respectively. 

This is an excellent book which I found really helpful and encouraging. D.K.M. 
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The Scottish Reformation. David Hay Fleming. Reformation Press. pp 144, paperback. 
£6 .99. ISBN 978 1 87255 605 5. 

This history of the events leading to the Reformation in Scotland was first published in 1903 
and went through 10 editions between 1903 and 1937. The author, David Hay Fleming, was 
an eminent historian who died in 1931 at the age of 82 and the book begins with a brief 
biography written by Mr. Roy Middleton. This is followed by the original preface from the 1903 
edition. A short section giving some leading dates precedes the publisher's Foreword. 

The first chapter, "Persecution and Martyrdom", contains brief descriptions of the life, work 
and martyrdom of several reformers, including Patrick Hamilton in 1528, George Wishart in 
1546 and the lesser known Walter Mill in 1558. This chapter also introduces John Knox and 
his increasingly important role in the reformation. 

The following chapters, "The Eve of the Reformation", "The Conflict" and "Crisis and 
Victory" give a fascinating description of the subsequent events, culminating in the meeting of 
the Scottish Parliament in August 1560 to ratify the Protestant Confession of Faith and to 
declare that the Pope should have no jurisdiction or authority within the realm of Scotland. 

The author was well known for the painstaking accuracy of his research and this is clearly 
evidenced in the detail included in these chapters. The final chapter describes how the church 
in Scotland developed over the next few years, discussing methods of worship, the government 
of the church and discipline. There are two appendices, the first giving a brief description of 
the pre-Reformation church and the second providing four maps showing the locations of the 
principal place names referred to in the text. 

In many places throughout the book the author has used quotes straight from the original 
documents retaining the spelling and style of the time. This adds to the appeal of a fascinating 
and informative work which I thoroughly enjoyed reading and would recommend . D.K.M. 

Bible Search. L. R. J. Broome. Gospel Standard Trust Publications. pp. 147, paperback. 
£4.50. ISBN 978 1 89783 783 2. 

Readers of the Gospel Magazine, particularly younger readers, will be familiar with the format 
of the 44 short chapters contained in this useful book. Each chapter concerns a particular 
theme -e.g., Compassion, Understanding, Patience- and each is followed by a series of 10 
questions to encourage the reader to search the Scriptures to find out more about this theme. 

L. R. J. Broome wrote these pieces in the Friendly Companion between 1965 and 1984 when 
he was the Editor. A wonderful variety of subjects are covered; e.g., Doing the Right Th ing, The 
Sand and the Sea, Mistakes, The Traffic Lights of God's Law, The Spider and many more, all 
written with a loving desire to bring the truths of God's saving Word to young minds and hearts. 
Mr. Broome uses interesting verbal illustrations in a very effective way to underline the points 
that he is making and his writing is clear and easy to understand . The lessons are consolidated 
further by the questions, the answers to which are given in the last few pages of the book. 

D.K.M. 

Life's Big Questions. Vaughan Roberts. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 176, paperback. £8.99. 
ISBN 978 184474 572 2. 

Vaughan Roberts is Rector of St. Ebbe's, Oxford, and is a founder member of 9:38, which 
encourages Christians to consider full time gospel ministry. In this book he sets out to trace 6 
major themes through the Bible- Who rules the world? What does it mean to be human? Are 
perfect relationships possible? How should we view money and possessions? How does the 
Holy Spirit work in our world and our lives? What is God's plan for the world? He believes that 
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the 66 books of Bible tell a single story for all time through the message of God's redemption 
for us through Jesus Christ. From the first page he takes his stand firmly on the Bible and states 
clearly that the Bible is one book written by about 40 authors over a considerable period of 
time but it still holds together in unity. This is the foundation for the answers to his 6 "big 
questions". He shows that the old mantra that the Bible is irrelevant today is false as it contains 
all we need to know about how to live as a Christian in today's world because human nature 
is the same as it has always been since the Fall and the remedy is the same - redemption 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The first "big question" is "Who rules the world?" and he starts with the pattern of the 
kingdom in Genesis- God is King of creation, and goes through step by step from Abraham 
-Gad's promise of a kingdom, then David- a King will be born from David's line, to Isaiah 
- prophesying of the Suffering Servant to Daniel - prophesying of the Son of Man, then into 
the New Testament with the birth of the Son of Man, His ministry, mission and His proclamation 
of the Kingdom. He ends with Revelation describing the glorious Kingdom which is to come. 
He then asks the question "how should we live now?" and he encourages us to stand firm in 
the faith and overcome temptation as Jesus is already King and it is only a matter of time 
before He returns to establish His authority fully and "rule the world". 

Thus by taking a theme and tracing it through the Bible from the Old Testament to the New 
Testament, Vaughan Roberts shows that today's big questions have an answer in the Bible and 
there is also a summary and a Bible study at the end to complete each section. He adopts the 
same method throughout the rest of the "questions", demonstrating the unity of the Scriptures 
and their answers to everything we will encounter in our own lives or in the questions of others . 

This book demonstrates that the Bible contains everything we need to support us in our 
Christian life. The thread of unity in the Bible is there for all to see and is a reminder that the 
Old Testament and New Testament are not two separate books because God is one and 
everything we need to know about Him is in one book. Vaughan Roberts' book is well written 
and easy to understand and would be ideal for those Christians who are starting out in the 
faith. Through lack of teaching, some remain as "babes in the faith" but this book would be 
helpful for developing a robust and confident faith, based on the Bible and this type of faith is 
much in need in our churches today. G.M. 

Preaching That Gets Through. Stuart Olyott. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 40, 
paperback. £2 .00. ISBN 978 184871 141 9. 

Stuart Olyott travels widely, helping and encouraging young and inexperienced pastors. Before 
his "semi-retirement" in 2007, he was Pastoral Director of the Evangelical Movement of Wales 
and lectured on preaching at the Theological College of Wales. His experience gives him 
excellent credentials to write a booklet on effective preaching. 

His theme is "God's words and our words" and his intention is to show how the use of 
words, infused with the power of Holy Spirit, can transform lives. He starts with a quiz asking 
us to consider whether 7 statements about God are true or false; e.g., "God spoke the universe 
into existence"- this is to get us thinking about whether a statement is true or false, something 
we need to think about, as the Bereans did, when listening to speakers. Stuart Olyott goes on 
to say, "Words can inform, excite, move, thrill, enthuse and impassion people. But even if they 
are words of learning and taste, woven together with rhetorical skill, homiletically perfect, filled 
with reasoning and proof, sparkling in beauty, helped along by metaphor and narrative, and 
delivered by a prince of the pulpit, they are powerless to bring about a spiritual change". 
The use of words as a means of getting through to people is appointed by God . In the next 
section, he draws a comparison between Aristotle and Paul. Aristotle was a pagan Greek 
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philosopher but wrote books on the art of rhetoric which have influenced public speakers down 
through the ages. Aristotle states that every compelling public speaker is characterised by ethos 
- a word misused today, but with the original meaning of the quality projected by the 
individual. This affects how much attention we give the speaker and whether we believe him 
or not. The next is pathos- people will listen to someone who feels what he is saying and cares 
for his hearers. And lastly logos- the content of what he has to say. He then demonstrates these 
three characteristics in Paul's message to the Thessalonians and its effect on the hearers but 
for Paul, there was another characteristic of which Aristotle knew nothing, which was essential 
in conveying the message of God - dunamis. This is the gentle yet forceful energy of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The last section is entitled "Upside-down thinking" . It is a way of helping people to think 
more clearly about something that they are working through their minds. He gives an 
example of what a preacher can do to make sure he does not get through: ethos- keep your 
distance from people!; pathos - show no feeling; logos - Do not work too hard!; dunamis -
Ignore this dimension altogether! Upside-down thinking turns all these negatives on their 
heads so preachers can use the opposite thinking to deliver an inspiring spiritual message to 
their listeners. 

This is a small booklet, only 38 pages long, and I did not expect this book to appeal to 
anyone not involved in preaching. However I found it to be fascinating and instructive on how 
the use of words, with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, can touch the hearts of hearers. 
Preaching is about the use of the spoken word and makes the difference between being a 
preacher or a speaker. So many today step up blithely into the pulpit with hardly any 
preparation and deliver a "blessed thought" and the "hungry sheep look up but are not fed". 
This booklet serves to remind us of the importance and seriousness of preaching and its vital 
place in the sovereign work of God . G.M. 

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, 
as we regretfully are not In a position to supply your requirements. 
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