
 

 

  

 

 

Monday Adult Study Class 
Book Title:  “A Farewell To Mars” by the Rev. Brian Zahnd 

Study Dates:  Monday, April 4 (10:30 a.m. or 7:00 p.m.) through 

Monday, May 23 

Where:  Adult Study Class Room 

Cost of Book:  $14 

Expectation:  Read One Chapter in Preparation for Each Week’s 

Class 
 

One of the finest books I have ever read is “A Farewell to Mars” by Brian 

Zahnd.  This book was recommended by a colleague.  I read it twice, and I am 

convinced that people who love the church need to hear what Brian has to say.  

Some of what he writes we may find unnerving---but that’s ok.  We are 

Christian.  We have freedom to agree or disagree.  Most importantly, Zahnd 

will help us think about the ministry of Jesus, and its important implications 

for our lives today, here and now.   

Eugene Peterson writes, “Brian Zahnd fuses his vocation as prophet and 

pastor into a powerful evocation of the Prince of Peace, Jesus the Peacemaker.  

The marvel of his language is that he does this without anger, without 

pessimism, without a political position, content to simply develop the Jesus 

agenda while relentlessly exposing the lies and hypocrisies that replace the 

biblical revelation with a God of War.  And the writing is simply brilliant---

not a dull sentence in the book.   

Chapter 1:  “The Preacher of Peace” 

Chapter 2:  Repairing the World 

Chapter 3:  Christ Against the Crowd 

Chapter 4:  It’s Hard to Believe in Jesus 

Chapter 5:  Freedom’s Just Another Word For…. 

Chapter 6:  The Things that Make for Peace 

Chapter 7:  Clouds, Christ, and Kingdom Come 

Chapter 8:  A Farewell to Mars 

Chapter 9:   Us and Them 

 
Grace Children's Musical 

Sunday, May 1 at both services 
The Kingdom Connection by Daniel and Kristy Semsen 
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“A Sabbatical at Emmaus” 
When I signed up for a sabbatical at Emmaus Home, I didn’t know what to expect.  I knew Emmaus’ mission was to 

“enhance the quality of life for adults who have cognitive, intellectual and other developmental disabilities.”  And I have 

always felt in my heart some awe for this ministry.  But when I headed south on I-43 back in January, I asked, “Kim, what 

did you get yourself into now?”   

When I arrived, my first week was already pre-scheduled.  I met with leaders who educate, train, and certify the 

workers who care for the clients here.  I learned about state mandates, personal plans for each client, evaluations, and 

inspections.   I learned this was not a 9-5 job for those on the frontline.   

But the question lingered, ‘what would I do for three months?’  I wanted to learn about care-givers who seem so 

selfless, and so patient.  I wanted to know what it’s like to live with a disability.   Someone suggested, “Kim, let’s train 

you to work in one of our homes.”   

I participated in two weeks of lectures, tests, and background checks.  And then I was given a place to work and seven 

people to serve.   This would be my sabbatical. 

Virgil was brought to Emmaus by a niece in the 1960’s when his parents died.  Sam is Italian, and looks forward to a 

phone call each evening with his sisters.   Don has dementia, the slightest movement of his right leg causes great pain.  

Jerry is deaf, and speaks through gestures.  Herbert spends hours each day writing barely legible postcards.  Doug is non-

verbal , his sister recently died.  Ron has a great memory, and wishes that his closest kin, his brother-in-law, would visit---

if just for a few minutes. 

Learnings and Gleanings……. 

The Residents…..   are human beings, created in the image of God.  They want meaning in their lives. They love 

shopping, bowling, movies and ice cream.  They want to love, and be loved.  They can be very chatty.  They have 

opinions.  They don’t have many filters when they are angry.  In a remarkable moment one evening, a client said to me, 

“Kim, my head is not right, I can’t help it.”    

The Staff…..   I have such admiration.  The best workers are self-motivated, they treat clients as if tending to their 

own children.  They express a sense of purpose that pastors and others could learn from.  If a person’s motivation for 

work is a paycheck, you should probably not work at Emmaus.  Here are some of the finest human beings I have ever met.     

My ‘Self’……..   I learned anew the value of patience.  Clients become disoriented when caregivers are anxious.  This 

is hands-on ministry.  One can fritter away time watching television, or one can play cards, or put together a puzzle, or ask 

questions.  I am particularly fond of one client.  Each evening after turning off the lights, he “Talks to God.”   One night I 

listened.  First, he slowly prays the Lord’s Prayer.  Then, as if God was beside him, he tells God about his day.  His 

closing words are, “Good Night, God.”   

Thank you, church, for gifting me with this sabbatical.  I am going to miss Sam----his outbursts of anger and his 

humble apologies, “I’m so sorry.”  I’m going to miss the trust Herbert afforded me each evening as I prepared him for 

bed.  I am going to miss Ron who wants just to be loved and cared for.  I am going to miss the workers who give so much.  

I am going to miss the friendly handshakes, the boisterous hellos, and questions clients asked about me and my family.     

Sitting in the midst of the clients one evening, I pulled out a pen and wrote: 

“If I speak with oratory skill before the church 

but do not listen to the nonverbal ones of this world, 

my credentials are meaningless. 

 

If I have faith that trusts God even onto death. But do not see God’s image in those with disabilities I am spiritually 

bankrupt. If I have the greatest love for the church and its creeds and sacraments But do not show love towards those 

unable to care for themselves My presence in your midst should be questioned. 

 



 

 

 

On Celebrating our Youth on Confirmation Sunday— 
and learning and growing in faith, no matter what our age. 

 
Who wrote the Bible, God or humans? 

Is the Bible true? 
Does God still create stuff today? 

Is the New Testament more important than 

the Old Testament? 

How can God be “Three-In-One”? 

Is the Holy Spirit a person or wind or fire or what? 
Did God create the devil? 

Can it be proven that God exists? 

Am I really supposed to believe that Mary was a virgin? 

How do I stop doing things I know I shouldn’t do? 

Why should I pray when God doesn’t answer all my 

prayers? 

Can I be a Christian without going to Church? 

Why should I pray the Lord’s Prayer when it feels like 
I’m just going through the motions? 

Why should I follow Jesus—can’t I just say I believe in him? 

Was Jesus of Nazareth God? 
Is believing in Jesus really the only way to get to heaven? 

Can someone lose their salvation? 

If there is only one God, why are there so 

many different religions? 
Why are there so many different 

Christian churches? 

What does God think about war? 

If Jesus was God why did he have to die?

 
On Sunday, April 3rd, we will celebrate Confirmation for 12 youth of our congregation: Emily Duvall, Chuck 

Griffin, Callie Krueger, Clare Kuhn, Austin Lawhon, Kaity Pietenpol, Claire Price, Coleton Rabida, Wil Schmid, Gavin 

Stradal, Alexis Veleke, and Haley Tadych. 

 

For better or for worse, Confirmation Sunday is often seen as the end of a journey. At Grace, our confirmation class is 

a two-year program usually done in seventh and eighth grade. At the end of the two years, students have the choice to 

come before the church and affirm their faith, taking the promises that their parents made for them at their baptism and 

claiming them as their own, asserting their own place in the church as followers of Christ. After this, they will be full 

adult members of the church, aged out of children’s Sunday School (but invited to attend adult Sunday School), allowed 

to serve on committees and to vote as a member of the congregation. 

 

Often, we all (myself included!) want to think that we have it all “figured out,” to arrive at the end of our time doing 

something and know everything there is to know. In some ways, that is what we expect out of confirmation--youth have 

not only done these last two years but they have a whole childhood of Sunday School learning, so now they’re done and 

they’ve learned everything they need to know about faith…right?  

Well, that seems to be the way we talk about Confirmation and Sunday School sometimes… But what I encourage our 

youth is that even as they are confirmed, Confirmation is NOT the end of the journey. I want to encourage our youth (and 

also the whole entire congregation!) to always keep learning, always keep growing.  

Let me tell you a little bit about my own faith journey, and learning how to learn.  

In order to be a pastor, I had to go to seminary, a 3-year, masters-degree education program. Starting seminary, I 

thought that when I was finished I would have everything figured out, my faith would be settled and straightened, and I 

would understand fully what I believe and how I relate to God, Jesus, the Bible, the church. Pretty early on though, I 

realized that this wasn’t true--this dream of having it all figured out was not going to work. I remember being told by 

older students that the second year especially was so rough, academically and spiritually, that my faith would feel like it 

was being ripped apart and torn down. When I first heard this, I didn’t know what they meant. But by the time I got into 

my second year, I understood... and I began to feel like I’d be done with seminary and have NOTHING figured out. After 

a while, though, I realized that wasn’t true either. My faith felt like it had been torn apart, but there was a foundation that 

was yet there, waiting to be built upon. By the time I finished seminary, there was a lot that I knew I believed and could 

articulate about by my faith, and there was also a lot that was yet mysterious and unknown. 

Similar to my journey through seminary, when someone starts classes to prepare for confirmation, we sometimes 

imagine it as if they start with an empty head, and that we fill it with Church history and beliefs and creeds and scripture 



and all these other things so that by the time they were “done,” they will would be all figured out. But children and youth 

don’t start with empty heads expecting to be filled. Youth come in with knowledge they have from Sunday School classes 

before, and also with experiences of God that they have in the church and outside of it. That’s why our final assignment to 

the youth is to write faith journey stories that aren’t just about what they learned this year, but start before: their heads 

were never empty; each had a relationship with God even before they started Confirmation, even before they started 

coming to church. Maybe they didn’t have the words to describe it, but it was there. And through their lives so far, and in 

everything they will experience in the future, they will continue to learn and grow and as they change and develop, their 

faith will too. 

 

In Confirmation class this year, we worked through our time together by studying questions. We tackled 21 questions 

in all, listed above. Some of the questions had fairly obvious answers by the time we finished discussing them in class. 

But many of them did not. Even after discussing them for an hour, youth (and on certain nights, their adult mentors too) 

still disagreed about what the answers were. And that’s ok! Disagreements, even in the church, are not a bad thing. As 

long as we are willing to be respectful and thoughtful and humble, we might find that we can learn from one another! 

 

If a faith is real, it is 

always growing, always 

developing, always 

changing or shifting into 

something new. We can 

never have a full 

understanding of God, but 

as we grow through our 

lives, many of the layers 

that we acquire have truths 

that can be built upon one 

another. So no matter how 

old you are, don’t worry 

about perfectly 

understanding your faith. 

We can still be disciples 

even if we haven’t yet 

straightened everything out 

in our heads. We get a little 

bit farther along all the 

time, but there’s no 

graduation day for 

discipleship. Keep going, 

keep learning, keep 

growing. Jesus will be 

there to meet you along the 

way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 “Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ.  No Christian community is more or less than 

this.  Whether it be a brief, single encounter or daily fellowship of years, Christian community is only this.  We belong to 

one another only through and in Jesus Christ.”
1 

With the longer days and the songs of birds we know that Spring is upon us.  We have walked together on this Lenten 

Journey.  The traditional end to the Gospel of Mark is abrupt, without any of the contact between the Risen Christ and his 

Disciples.  We move on to the Acts of the Apostles and continue the story with the development of the early church.   

The early church debated taking the Good News of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.  It took time and a dream to bring 

Peter around to accepting Gentiles into fellowship.  In our Adult Book Study we read “The Way Walking in the Footsteps 

of Jesus.” during Lent.  The author explained how much of the area around the Sea of Galilee was inhabited by Gentiles.  

As Jesus crossed the Sea of Galilee and performed miracles, he was often outside the area inhabited by the Hebrew 

people. We also read a chapter about Jesus and his friends in “low places.”  He reminded us that Jesus ate with tax 

collectors, lepers, and others that were viewed as unclean.    

What does it mean to be a Christian community?  Dietrich Bonhoeffer tells us that, “We belong to one another only 

through and in Jesus Christ.” While our secular world may develop associations around common interests, occupational 

categories, or income levels, the Christian Community is brought  together through Jesus Christ.  It is in fellowship that 

we become brothers and sisters in Christ with people that we may have no other occasion to meet and get to know. 

It is in and through Jesus Christ that we welcome all people into our community and to Christ’s table.  Bonhoeffer 

writes, “The other person needs to … be loved for what he is, as one for whom Christ became man, died, and rose again, 

for whom Christ bought forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  … I must meet him only as the person that he already is in 

Christ’s eyes.  … Spiritual love recognizes the true image of the other person which he has received from Jesus Christ; the 

image that Jesus Christ himself embodied and would stamp upon all men.”
2 
    

I encourage you to welcome everyone as kindly and extravagantly as you welcomed me into your community. A 

smile, a handshake, moving over to make room in your pew, may seem like little things, but for someone new to the 

community it can be priceless.   

Thank you for your smiles and encouragement.  They have been priceless. 

Diane Cayemberg               

 



The scripture reading for the Daily Bible Study on March 16 was from I Peter, chapter 4.  Peter writes to God’s 

people and reminds them to have a mind like Christ’s.  Verses 9-10 caught my attention:  “Above all, keep your love for 

one another at full strength, because love cancels innumerable sins.  Be hospitable to one another, without complaining” 

(New English Bible).   What could this mean in our church community, I wondered?   Might it mean greeting the stranger 

sitting near me in church on Sunday, before turning to those I know already?   Maybe I should move to the center of the 

pew when I sit down, to make room for others looking for a place to sit.  What about inviting that new person to come to 

Time After Church with me?   Or perhaps approaching someone I don’t know at TAC and striking up a conversation?   

Should I volunteer to serve refreshments at TAC or to be a greeter?  

Although these are simple things, they require some courage to do, as they take me out of my comfort zone and my 

old habits.  But they are opportunities to show others that we care, and to learn from them.  Think of folks who may be 

visiting and searching for a community of faith.  Will they see a welcoming community?   Let’s help each other practice 

hospitality in all our gatherings, as Jesus would do.   With practice, we can create new habits.  Thanks for your help. 

Don DeBruyn 

  

Habitat for Humanity Begins Two Rivers Project 

Renovation of a home located at 1813 Emmet Street in Two Rivers will begin on Friday, April 8th.  Volunteers may 

help with the work, which begins at 8 am on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.   For more information, speak with Don 

DeBruyn or Paul Schmid.   If you can provide lunch for volunteers, please call Jean Wakefield at the Habitat office(683-

8466) to schedule a day. 

We are pleased that renovation of the home at 2625 S. 21
st
 Street in Manitowoc is completed, and hope to announce a 

dedication ceremony and open house soon.  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the project and to Grace 

Church for financial support. 

  

 “Shift:  From Maintenance to Mission” is a new initiative from the Wisconsin Conference designed to support 

congregations in exploring fresh strategies for ministry in the 21
st
 Century.  Its premise is that God is calling the Church to 

a vision beyond our buildings and budgets to places where our Christian faith and the needs of the world meet. 

Conference minister Rev. Franz Rigert and Associate minister Rev. Tisha Brown have created short videos and 

discussion questions for conversation around four themes:  appreciating our beloved faith communities,   discovering the 

unexpected blessings of change, identifying spiritual practices and experiences beyond the Church, and exploring 

possibilities for a shift in our ministry. 

Our Cabinet has decided to explore these questions with a special meeting of all church Boards on Saturday, April 30, 

from 9:30 am to noon.   Child care and refreshments will be provided.  This meeting is open to any members who are 

interested in helping review and develop direction for the ministry of Grace Church.   Please let your Board chairperson or 

Moderator Don DeBruyn know by April 27 if you plan to attend. 

 

 

Generation G has been meeting Wednesday evenings from 7-8pm in our youth room! We have been 

focusing in on 40 Acts this lent— discussing what it means to be at the table with Christ. (Inviting others, 

multiplying our gifts, forgiveness are just a few topics we have touched so far). It’s been a beautiful challenge 

to live out the scriptures we read and discuss every week.  

We also have a daily devotion for youth now available in the high school youth room called “DEVO-zine”. 

It looks like a mini magazine— and has a bible verse each day— along with a short paragraph or even a 

sentence or prayer shared with our youth. Thank you for helping us grow our faith— not just on Wednesday’s 

but throughout the week.  



Name                                                                               Given in Honor or Memory 

Clare Schuette Rob Schuette – son 

Marcia & Jim Donlon Happy Easter  

Marcia & Jim Donlon In memory of all deceased family members 

Brian & Katina Shallue & girls & 

Marlene Behrendt Darryl Behrendt 

Ginny Matthews Memory of Ed Bottger 

Josh, Heidi, Gavin,Abby& Jack Stradal Memory of Chad Hecker 

Jeff & Laura Jasper Memory of Daniel and Rose Meissner 

Becky Price Memory of Bernice& Henry Praula, Richard Drausa  

 & Beck Smith 

Keith & Cheryl Barneson  Memory of Clarice, Carol, Carey, Donald & 

  Nancy Barneson 

Pat & Bonnie Wichlacz Memory of Loved Ones 

Bruce & Donna Fehrman Memory of Jack & Shirl Fehrman & 

  Ralph & Hilde Sieracki 

Joe & Dwyn DeGroot Memory of our Parents 

Lori Hansen-Stein 

Lynn Ashenbrenner Memory of Luci Raab 

Chris Blimel Memory of Shirley Anderson & George Anderson 

Kathryn & Tim Hirvela Memory of Nikki Kahlenberg 

Larry & Kathy Peterson Memory of our parents, brother John, & Doris Grall 

Nancy & Doug Charles Edith & Del Piel, Mary Jane Charles 

Gina Rohr Memory of Tom Rohr 

Mary Sayeski & family Memory of Mark Michels 

Shawn & Jess Sayeski Memory of Bill Martell 

Jon,Kelly,Kathryn&Garrett Ruhbusch In honor of our families 

Carrie Curcio Memory of Eugene Seimer 

Betty Becker 

Lynn Hutterer 

Alex & Amy LeGreve Memory of Mindy Marie LeGreve 

Paul Schmid Memory of Fred a. & Edna Schmid 

Tracy Smith Memory of Nancy Smidle 

Lucy Z.,& Friends Memory of Jenny Van Bramel 

Mel & Mary Jane Erickson Memory of Marge Erickson & Frank Kozlowski 

Mary Bergene Memory of Jerry Bergene 

John & Mary Wallace Memory of our parents 

Diane & Ron Eggers Memory of John & Kay Eggers,  

  Harold & Dorthea Klass 

Jeanne,Bill,Amanda  

& Donny Heinsohn Memory of Ward & Jean Stoddard &  

  Wally & Margaret Heinsohn 

Gary & Patty Heise & Family Ralph & Betty Ammerman & 

  Ralph & Betty Heise       

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you imagine it? Walk with me, it’s darker than you’ve experienced recently because the only lights blushing 

the black are cabin lights and a glow of a bon fire, you approach the dock leading out into the water. It’s quiet and 

before you reach the end you look up and you take a sharp breath in as you realize the starts are absolutely brilliant! 

Gently you lower your gaze and see lights on the lake.. but it’s still, so still. Yes, the stars’ light is reflecting off of the 

lake and bouncing right into your soul.  

This moment enraptured me a year and a half ago at Moon Beach when a group of people from this family stayed 

for a weekend at camp. I’ve thought about it often since then. My heart was in a bit of a mess that weekend and I was 

struggling with loneliness, striving to earn love from the people around me and from Dad. When I was look at those 

stars by myself I felt this thought enter my mind that I wasn’t alone and that more importantly (and less selfishly) my 

role was to reflect Him. To bring Him glory. I was to be like the lake, not like the stars.  

Living overseas and in a city far from any major natural body of water, has lead me to ask a lot of questions about 

what it means to apply what I learned that day on the dock. How can I be like the lake while I am in a desert? How can 

I reflect His light when days are gloomy and pollution blocks the starts? Slowly, I’ve come to a few conclusions. I can 

be a source of reflection because I do not stand alone. I have a body of family seeking to reflect His light back home 

(that’s you!). And even when I feel absolutely dry, it is He who is able to do more through my weaknesses.  

In this season of Lent, this season of reflection, please know how thankful I am to remember you [the community 

of the One we follow] and the love you have for me and for one another. Thank you for serving me and allowing me to 

serve college students and staff here. May you rest in knowing your reflection is always perfect when you are reflecting 

Him.  

CRAFTING SCRAPBOOKING 

 Will be Saturday, April 2nd from 9am-4pm 

here in the Fellowship hall! Bring a project to work 

on, a dish to share, something to drink— and join 

us!  

If you have questions— or want to let Nicole 

know you are coming you can email 

nlherda@yahoo.com or go on Facebook so we 

know how many to plan on.  
 

 

SENIOR GET-TOGETHERS are continuing 

and will be held in the Fellowship Hall 
April 6th between 1:30 – 3:00pm 

Call 553-4051(Marsha Heuer) or 

645-3676 (Diane Eggers)RSVP: Call the Church 

Office: 553-1222 or Sign up at the  Information 

Center 

 

 
LADIES OF GRACE 

 
Afternoon Circle will meet for lunch on Tuesday, 

April 12 at 11:30am at Casa Mexico Two Rivers 

 Ladies of Grace are welcome to attend this 

monthly luncheon. Bring a friend along too. Call Chris 

Blimel - 793-2204 or Sandy Monka- 553-2047 with 

your reservation by April 11th. 

 

SUNDAY SUPPER THANK YOU 
I would like to say a huge thank you to all of our 

church family members who donated to the Sunday 

Supper.  Whether you donated desserts or helped with a 

monetary donation, or you gave of your time on a 

Sunday afternoon, all were greatly appreciated and 

needed for the Sunday Supper to be a success.  We 

served 129 people plus 28 people who came back for 

seconds.  That was the largest group that we have ever 

served.  Thanks to your generosity we had enough food 

and helpers to accomplish the task.  I truly appreciate 

your willingness to help serve the members of our 

community.    

    Thank you all for the effort you put into making 

Sunday Supper a great event.  Charlene Dresang  
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