
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Healthy Church” 

“May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live 

in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 

so that together you may with one voice glorify 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Romans 15:5-6 

 

The church of Jesus Christ is something of a miracle.  It amazes me to no end that individuals commit so much of 

themselves to the practice of faith.  Our love for Jesus and Jesus’ love for us are at the heart of the church.  But even 

more, Jesus’ presence is the glue that holds you and me together.   

Years ago, the Apostle Paul was concerned about rifts in the church.  Troubles surfaced sometimes because of 

misunderstandings.   Paul was in constant teaching mode.  Some didn’t know the meaning of Jesus’ death, “the 

foolishness of the cross.”  Some couldn’t comprehend the power of Jesus’ resurrection.   

From the beginning, the integrity of the church was challenged by ‘people problems.’   When Paul wrote to the 

church in Philippi, he called-out two individuals:  “I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the 

Lord.”    And who can forget the inability of Paul and Barnabas to resolve even their own differences?   

You and I must not underestimate the wonder of this community.  When we say inappropriate things, we beg each 

other’s forgiveness.  As we are together, we must never tire of expressing gratitude.  And because our egos are 

strangely strong and fragile (an odd combination!); we must never forget Jesus’ prayer, “Not my will, but your will be 

done ……” 

At our congregational meeting on July 15, I became mindful again of the beauty of this church.  The church, as 

you know, was given an opportunity to receive a plot of land.  But as you heard, this was not a black and white issue.   

I noticed that people spoke out for both sides of the offer.   That was good.   I noticed that you listened to each other.  

That is something we don’t experience often.  Thank you for being respectful.  I noticed also that you care for the 

church.  You considered the implications this might have on our future.   

In the midst of that meeting, a person asked an important question:  ‘what is the purpose of the church?’  That’s a 

question we should ponder more often.  The church is more than a building or garden plots--- yet we must attend to 

those.  The church is more than a budget--- yet we need boundaries.  The church is more than a sermon---and yet 

worship is somewhat void without it.   

What is the church?  A healthy church acknowledges as its sole head, “Jesus Christ.”  A healthy church knows 

that each believer whatever our state in life is created in God’s image, and redeemed by God’s grace.  A healthy 

church knows that not one of us (even a pastor!) is above correction.  A healthy church is where we can talk about 

differences respectfully.   A healthy church talks about the blessedness of this life of faith.  A healthy church 

remembers that we are being prepared for that Realm where God is all in all. 

         It is beautiful to know of the gift(s) that have been offered the church; first, the plot of land, and second, a 

donation to cover the cost of street assessments.  And yet in my mind, it is even more beautiful to know of the love 

you show for each other and the faith you offer to God.  Thank you for your courage.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 
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A LOOK BACK AT VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Over the last weeks and months, much of my time has been consumed by Vacation Bible School. It is one of my 

favorite times of the year, but certainly is not easy! It is a lot of preparation and coordination to make sure things come 

together smoothly to create a week for our children that is fun, engaging, and inspiring. 

Since Vacation Bible School (or “VBS”) can take up so much of my brain space this time of year, I sometimes forget 

that not everyone is as immersed in it as I am! So I thought I would take some time to reflect back on this year’s VBS 

program and give you an inside view of what makes the program so special. 

Each year, we begin planning in about February. A committee of parents, teachers, and other volunteers, plus myself 

and Pastor Kim, come together to vision the year’s program. We plan our own themes, write our own curriculum, make 

all our own crafts and lessons, and find music and songs that will pair well with it all. As the months go on, we refine the 

ideas and plan for specifics. Publicity goes out to make sure that families know this is happening. A kitchen team is 

assembled to plan and cook the meals for our children and volunteers every evening. Much of my time is spent recruiting 

volunteers – classroom teachers, group leaders, helpers of all sorts. As we get closer to the actual week of VBS, I meet 

with each of the classroom teachers to go through lesson plans. A team of volunteers helps make phone calls to all the 

children in our Sunday School program to assure that everyone is invited. We clean out the classrooms and prepare the 

physical spaces for the presence of our children. We collect supplies, ready the crafts, assemble the costumes and props 

needed for the week. Volunteers make name tags for all of our children and adults, and information is organized for each 

of our group leaders – what they need to know to support our children and keep them safe. 

As the week of VBS arrived, excitement was high! This year, we had 73 children (including junior helpers), 8 high 

school volunteers and 49 adult volunteers. On top of this, there were 9 additional adults here for just one of the nights as 

actors or testimony-givers.  

The children are split into what we call “family groups”, with which they engage in the different activities throughout 

each evening at Vacation Bible School. We have two groups of “littles” – 3 and 4 year olds – and 6 other family groups 

that are a mix of children age 5-11; around 7 kids in each group. All groups had 2 adult leaders, most also had a youth 

helper.  

Our theme was “MEETING JESUS: The People Jesus Met and How He Changed Their Lives.” Each evening we 

paired a Biblical story with a “real life” testimony and ideas of how we live our lives in relationship to Jesus. 

Each evening, we started as one large group in the sanctuary. I welcomed the children and adults, then introduced our 

special guest – the character from the Bible story. They walked in and told us their testimony – the story about how they 

met Jesus, what that experience was like for them, and how it changed the whole rest of their life. Monday, we met the 

Grateful [former] Leper (Luke 17); Tuesday was the Woman at the Well (John 4); Wednesday was the sisters Mary and 

Martha (Luke 10); Thursday we met the young boy who gave up his own fish and bread for the feeding of the 5000 (John 

6). I think it is interesting that in the week of VBS, we heard a lot about Jesus – but we never directly met him! Instead, 

people witnessed to us about Jesus and the difference knowing him made in their lives. 

After the opening time in the sanctuary, the family groups split off and each went to a different classroom. Each 

activity lasted 15-20 minutes, then we switched. These were the classroom activities the children engaged in: 

In one room, we had a question and answer session with our Biblical character for the day! They reminded the 

children of their story, and the kids got a chance to ask them more questions about themselves. In another room, Pastor 

Kim taught about Jesus and friendship, using the song “What a friend we have in Jesus”. In another room, we heard a 

testimony from a member of the congregation, and which helped connect the Bible stories of meeting Jesus with ideas 

about how we meet Jesus in our lives today. In the next room, the kids made “story bags,” which gave them the props and 

pieces to reenact and play with the Bible stories at home to help them remember it better. In the middle of the evening, we 

gathered all groups together again for a nutritious and kid-friendly supper cooked fresh by our kitchen team. There was 

crafts, where each night we had a different project related to the day’s story. In games, the kids had time to run around and 

burn off some steam! There was music, where we sang songs that connected to the stories. (Want to hear some of the 

music? These are the songs we learned at VBS this year. Great for any age! The Summons 

https://youtu.be/o469PRLdbHU; My Lighthouse https://youtu.be/9-VPwziBSZA; In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful 

https://youtu.be/uAx8gjQrsOY; Center of my Life https://youtu.be/T6Na2aBBSyA)  

At the very end of the evening, we gathered all together again and walked down the driveway to sit on the hill by the 

3 crosses for closing worship. 

Vacation Bible School is an amazing program that we are able to offer for our kids and our community. Thank you to 

the congregation for prioritizing this experience, for devoting funds to make sure it happens (and allowing it to be free of 

https://youtu.be/o469PRLdbHU
https://youtu.be/9-VPwziBSZA
https://youtu.be/uAx8gjQrsOY
https://youtu.be/T6Na2aBBSyA


cost to the families who sign up! This really is a gift), for bringing in donations of food and craft supplies. We could not 

do this without your support! 

Vacation Bible School would also never happen without the parents, grandparents, and other guardians who bring 

their children each night. So thank you to our children’s caretakers who know how important this is. 

 

And finally, a huge THANK YOU to all my volunteers – adults and youth – this would not happen without such an 

amazing team planning and implementing and teaching our kids and helping them stay safe.  

 

THANK YOU TO: 
  

Sophia Allington, Renee Anderson, Stacy Backus, Cheryl Barneson, Keith Barneson, Addie Bauknecht, Chris Bauknecht, 

Hannah Bauknecht, Pastor Colie Bettivia, Tobin Bettivia, Chelcea Boesiger, Hope Boudnik, Abby Brixius, Brianna 

Brixius, Lily Buchholz, Lynn Buchholz, Doug Charles, Don DeBruyn, Grace DeRosier, Melissa Dupke, Emily Duvall, 

Roxanne Dyzak, Linda Edinger, Randy Edinger, Zoe Edinger, Keenie Evenson, Donny Heinsohn, Pastor Kim Henning, 

Barbara Herrmann, Annie Kleman, Linda Langman, Rich Langman, Don Lewellen, Ellen Lewellen, Taylor Lechler, Cal 

MacAuley, Abby Malcheck, Jim Miller, Susie Miller, Bryce Moolenaar, Mandy Moolenaar, Rebekah Mueller, Jennisa 

Novitski, Taybee Pauly, Auden Peterson, Anita Rappe, Ed Rappe, Jennifer Reinke, Jill Richmond, Kathryn Ruhbusch, 

Kelly Ruhbusch, Tabitha Seefeldt, Clare Schuette, Sara Schuette, Mary Sayeski, Robin Bryant-Stoeger, Akashya St. 

Pierre, Norette St. Pierre, Cameron Wagner, Nick Wagner, Joshua Willis, Stephanie Willis, Katie VerHaagh 

SAFE SANCTUARY---DID YOU KNOW? 

About twenty years ago, Grace Congregational United Church of Christ made a commitment to be a Safe Sanctuary 

congregation.  Safe Sanctuary is a program that works to provide a respectful and safe atmosphere for children and youth.   

In recent years, Stephanie Kahlenberg has been our Safe Sanctuary coordinator and is at church on a regular basis.  

She insures that all chaperons, teachers and mentors who have contact with children and youth have background checks.  

A new background check occurs every three years.  Records are saved for forty (40) years.  When a significant outing like 

the Appalachia Service Project occurs, she meets with adults, reviewing safety guidelines and particular scenarios that are 

inappropriate.   

Year by year we work to improve our methods of working with children.  We learn from our public schools, parents, 

and other congregations.  Each adult who works with our children must complete a Volunteer Disclosure Form and 

consent to a state-wide background check.  We want our children of faith to have healthy memories when they become 

adults.   

GENERATION  G 

 
Summer is coming to an end, and that means it’s almost time for Generation G to be kicking back up! 

Wednesday August 29 from 6-8pm there will be a bonfire at the Herda’s house to start youth group back up! Any 

youth who are in 9th grade -12th are welcome to attend. Please bring a lawn chair to sit in (and probably your sweatshirt 

as Two Rivers gets cool at night) Then Wednesday September 5th from 7-8pm we will begin our regularly scheduled 

Wednesday evening up at church in the high school youth room!  

Thank you to everyone who came out and walked Relay for Life with us! We are grateful for time we get to spend 

together and the fun we have. 

If you have any questions you can contact Nicole Herda at nlherda@yahoo.com or 553-6789, Thank you!  

 

WOMEN OF GRACE NEWS AND NOTES 
 

Next meeting:  Saturday, September 8th @ 9am in the Fellowship Hall 
The Women Of Grace would like to thank the congregation for baking 43 ice cream buckets of cookies that were sent 

with the ASP group this year!  Thank you so very much!  You are awesome!! 

At our meeting on September 8th, we will discuss the Applefest cookie sale which is on October 13th this year. We 

will also pick a date for our chili dinner/bazaar which will be held in November. 

Please come for all are invited and we need your help/input! 

Yours In Christ, Amy LeGreve and Renee Anderson 

 
 

mailto:nlherda@yahoo.com


MODERATOR’S MESSAGE 
 

At the special congregational meeting on July 15, our members accepted a donation of 7 acres of vacant land 

adjacent to our current church property to the north.  Our acceptance is contingent on receiving a monetary donation from 

Mrs. Janet Silva in the amount of the special assessment for improvements on Garfield Street done in 2017.  This 

assessment is $38,321.66.  We are grateful to Mrs. Silva, a friend of Grace Church and former Two Rivers resident, for 

her generous pledge which enables the church to acquire this property.  We are also grateful to current owners Tim Kraus 

and Dr. Jerry Paczakowski for offering to donate the property to the church. 

Our church will be responsible for a pro-rated portion of the 2018 property taxes, which are $2043.99 for the full 

year, based on the assessed value of $81,600.  We will also need to pay legal fees necessary to complete the transaction.  

Once we own the land, we plan to combine the new parcel with our current parcel to make the entire 15 acres exempt 

from future property tax.  The City can do this without us needing to submit a new survey, since the properties were one 

back in 2002 when surveyed, before we purchased the south 8 acres to build our church. 

Though we currently have no specific plan for use of the land, the Trustees and the majority of members attending 

the special meeting felt that it may be useful to the church in the future, and the opportunity to acquire it now was too 

good to pass up.  Time will tell whether we made a wise decision.  Thanks to everyone who attended the special 

congregational meeting and who shared their concerns, questions and ideas during the discussion of the motion.  Further 

thoughts may be directed to me or the Trustees. Don DeBruyn 

 

PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Kim for 30 years of service to Grace Church. Pastor you have been a blessing to all 

members of Grace. Thanks for everything you do for all of us everyday! Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to 

make this celebration so special. Thanks also to friends and family who traveled to Two Rivers to celebrate with Pastor 

Kim. A special thanks to Mickey Veleke who convinced Pastor Kim to celebrate this special event  and  Shelby Bohman 

who put so much effort into planning this special event. 

 

 

GRACE CHOIR AND HANDBELL CHOIR 

The music ministry of Grace will begin rehearsals again this fall. Music is a rewarding way to serve the church and to 

praise God.   Grace’s Adult Choir will begin weekly rehearsals on Wednesday, September 5  from 7:00-

8:15pm.  Grace’s Handbell Choir will begin weekly rehearsals on Monday, September 10 from 11:00-12:00am. 

These are open groups. We welcome all musical abilities and any time you can give! 

 “Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!”  Psalm 95:2 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

         The music ministry of Grace is seeking the talent of the congregation.  Instrumentalist and vocalist are always 

welcome to share their talent and faith during the year at either service!  Please contact Andrea Allington or Beverly 

Barnes Mark if interested. 

CHOIR ROBES AVAILABLE 

There is a large tub full of choir robes in the music room. Many of the robes have names of choir members from years ago 

on them. Feel free to stop in, look through the robes, and take one home! Any robes not spoken for by September 5 will be 

donated to another organization. Contact Andrea with any questions 920-242-6240. 

THANK YOU! 

         Thank you to everyone who gave their time and talent to provide special music for the summer services! 

Andrea Allington romsosa96@gmail.com / Beverly Barnes Mark bevbeemark@gmail.com 

 

 

THE LAKESHORE MEMORY CAFÉ 
Meeting August 1, 2018. 

Join us for a Hawaiian Luau where we will play Aloha Bingo and share in some tasty treats. We’ll gather Wednesday, 

August 1, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Manitowoc Public Library’s Balkansky Room (707 Quay St). There is no charge 

and all are welcome. Find us on Facebook. Safe, Social, Supportive; working to make Manitowoc County more dementia 

friendly. 

mailto:romsosa96@gmail.com
mailto:bevbeemark@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 

Total 2018 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational UCC:                                 $409,385 

Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                                 $32,221 

Pledged Income Received in May:                                                $27,895 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our day to day 

ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  Members are expected to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

It is summer which typically means that individuals are less regular in worship attendance.  We express our gratitude 

in two directions:  1—to those who are giving electronically (the regular stream of income is very helpful!); and 2---to 

those who are mindful of the church’s financial needs.  Thank you. 

Our largest off-budget expense during June was a payment of $21,800 towards the replacement/upgrade of the 

computer system that controls the heating and air conditioning in our building.  Leaders of our church have spent the last 2 

years preparing for this expenditure, and discerning the right service company to work with.  Thank you, Trustees! 

During the month of June, members of our community gave $314 to the Two Rivers Ecumenical Food Pantry; $50 to 

Strengthen the Church; and $620 to the Crossing.  By the time you read this, you should have received a quarterly 

statement from the church.  With new leadership in our office, we beg your patience if information is not as timely as it is 

has been in the past.  If information on  your financial statement is inaccurate, please inform Pastor Kim Henning or  

Patti Jo Wagner who is in the office Tuesday & Thursdays 8:00 – 4:00.   

CHURCH CABINET 
Moderator, Don DeBruyn Treasurer, Linda Justema  Clerk, Rein Elias 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel Trustee Chair, Todd Moolenaar 

Diaconate Chair,  Brian VanElls 

Board of Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch 

Mission & Outreach Chair, Doug Charles 

Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jeff Harding 

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jim Miller 

 

United Church Camps, Incorporated CAMPital Campaign 

Grace Congregational Church has been invited to contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund campaign for the 

upkeep and improvement of our two church camps, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center.   We are grateful to individuals who 

voluntarily contribute to this campaign.  Through December of 2017, our records show that individuals have made 

contributions totaling $72,490.  

Contributions Made in 2018:  $1506 ~ Contributions made in June:  $261 

Continuing Education Opportunities at Lakeland University 

Lakeland University is a related to the United Church of Christ.  In 1862, Lakeland (then, Mission House) was formed 

as an academy, college and seminary to provide pastors to churches of the Reformed Church denomination.  Things have 

changed over the years.  The academy was closed years ago.  The seminary merged with Yankton Seminary to form 

United Theological Seminary in New Brighton, Minnesota.  And yet Lakeland University has continued to discern ways 

that it can serve the church.  Here are some opportunities you might find interesting:  

Monday, September 10, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

Ulrich Center Lecture 

Speaker:  Dr. Tony Campolo 

Topic:  The State of the Church Today 

----------- 

Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class Event 

Bryan Sirchio 

-------------- 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. 

Mission House Lecture 

Lecture:  “So Many Ways of Saying God” 

Speaker:  Christian Wiman, professor of religion at Yale Divinity School 

 



 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 1 - Nicole Herda 

Bryce Moolenaar 

 2 - Becky O’Connor 

 Don Lewellen 

 4 - Janet Marx 

Deb Keery 

Jennifer Christensen 

Aubrey Bruckschen 

Diane Eggers 

Lucas Anderson 

 5 - Lesley Huffer 

 Jennifer Wisnowski 

 Shelly Randerson 

Charlie Mohr 

Victor Jones 

 6 - Brandt Gilmer 

Charlene Dresang 

 8 - Kole Klein 

 Owen Willis 

 Buddy Davidson 

 Carissa Babino 

 Jaiden Bohman 

 Trenten Bohman 

 Sheila Beyer 

Joylyn Moore 

 9 - Rico Robbins 

10 - Wendy Schlosser 

 Randy Wilson 

 Taliah Seefeldt 

11 - John Schanilec 

Brian Gallagher 

12 - Jeanne Heinsohn 

 Cayden Skubal 

Eric Schramm 

13 - Linda Peterson 

14 - James Taylor 

15 - Jim Konitzer 

16 - Joan Meissner 

 Lincoln Loucks 

17 - Ann Klein 

 Anna Loomis 

18 - Kris Klein 

 Jack Backus 

 Brianna Brixius 

19 - Randy Brey 

20 – Page Sayeski 

 Colie Bettivia 

22 - Joan Taddy 

 Tyler Pribyl 

23 - Hunter Hayes 

24 - Brad Holtz 

25 - Don DeBruyn 

Amanda Heinsohn 

 Rachel Sosnosky 

 Breanna Wisnowski 

 Addison Bauknecht 

26 - Callie Krueger 

 Mark Taylor 

Megan Bruckschen 

Ruth Hauboldt 

Amelia Sayeski 

MaddixGulseth  

 

27 - Aurora Schmid 

Jesse Bruckschen 

Morgen Schmid 

Jennifer Reinke 

28 - Tom Schiman 

29 – Josephine Allington 

30 - Arliene Stroud 

Ginger Van Ells 

Haley Tadych 

Linda Rosik-Bohacek 

31 - Terri Kornely 

Scott Linzmeier 

Dan Blashka 

Bruce Huffer 

Joanie Mohr 

Kacie Shimulunas 

Marsha Heuer 

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 - Timothy and Kathy Hirvela 

 4 – Jeff and Sally Kintgen 

 5 - Kim and Fay Henning 

 6 – Todd and Mandy 

Moolenaar 

 7 – James and Beverly Schleif 

  Mark and Debbie Rhein 

 9 - Chris and Jodi Lewis 

 Joel and Keenie Evenson 

13 - Derek and Maren 

Slickman 

14 - Jeff and Carey Schmid 

 Bob and Shelly Randerson 

15 - Bruce and Lesley Huffer 

17 - Per and Ginny Engstrom 

 Karl and Cindy Schindl 

18 – David and Karen Loritz 

19 - Craig and Nancee 

Rysticken 

19 - Matthew and Kay Olker 

20 - Gary and Patty Heise 

22 - Glenn and Sue Kurtz 

25 - Brian and Kathleen 

Boomgarden 

Mark and Michelle Taylor 

Todd and Joyce Tome 

Tom & Megan Christensen 

26 - Randy and Jean 

Ammerman 

28 – Chris and Laura 

Rozmarynoski 

30 - Tom and Deb Keery 

SILENT AUCTION 

 to reduce retreat cost 
I am looking for people to 

contribute a basket or other items 

for a silent auction to reduce the 

cost for people going to our Moon 

Beach Retreat the end of 

September.  Baskets and items 

would be displayed, for people to 

bid on, at church two Sundays 

before Rally Day Sunday 

September 9
th
.  Bids would 

continue at the Rally Day event 

and highest bidder will be 

announced that day.  Please 

contact Chris Blimel (793-2204) if 

you are willing to contribute a 

basket or item. 

PRAYER SHAWL 

MINISTRY 

 

Debbie Augustine and Jodi 

Lewis oversee the prayer shawl 

ministry.  A collection bin for 

yarn is in the Fellowship Hall.  A 

collection bin for completed 

shawls is in the basement, just 

around the corner at the bottom 

of the stairwell.  

Do you have the ability to 

knit?  Would you like to donate 

your efforts to this cause?  

Interested persons should contact 

Debbie at 443-3037 or Jodi at 

793-4148. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL 
FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS 

HOSPITALIZED 

 

David Gallagher has been released from the care of 

Aurora Medical Center.   

Marcia Robbins was a patient this week of July 15 

at Holy Family Memorial Hospital.   

Barbara Davidson is a patient at Mayo Clinic in 

Rochester, Minnesota. 

Richard (Dick) Ertman has been released from   

Aurora Medical Center.   

OUR SYMPATHY 

 

A Memorial Service was held on Thursday, July 

12 for Doug Haag who died on May 28.  We offer our 

love and sympathy to his wife, Terri; and his children: 

Kevin Haag, Brian and Kristin Haag, and Darcy and 

Paul Granello. 

We pass along our love and sympathy to Beverly 

Mark, as she grieves the death of her Mom, Grace 

Barnes.  Grace died on Monday, July 9, and her funeral 

was held on Thursday, July 12.  

We were saddened the week of July 15 to learn of 

the death of Douglas Monka, the son of Bill and Sandy 

Monka.  We offer our love and sympathy to Bill and 

Sandy and their family during this difficult time in 

their lives.  

 

BAPTISM BLESSINGS 
 

July 1, Nora Sue Schroeder, daughter of Jessica 

Groelle and Ryan Schroeder, was baptized.  Nora is the 

baby sister of Ella Schroeder.  Her grandparents are 

Patricia Schroeder and Patrick Groelle. Chosen as 

godparents for Nora are Crystal Groelle and Maddi 

Schroeder. 

July 8, Sophia Heuer, daughter of Nathan Heuer 

and Kristina Junk was baptized. Sophia’s grandparents 

are Marsha Heuer & the late Richard Heuer and Russ 

& Karen Wealti. Chosen as godparents for Sophia are 

James & Becky Brocker. 

July 22, Dylan Carl Schuh, son of Craig and Sara 

Schuh was baptized. His siblings are Jacob Schuh and 

Kristin Schuh; his grandparents are Lynn and Brian 

Hutterer, Lenny and Linda Schuh, Patti Anhalt, Alan 

and Edna Hutterer, and Great Grandpa Schuh; and his 

Godparents are Glen and Susan Stecker.   

 

 

 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON GROUP 

We would like to invite ALL women of the church to 

our Women’s Luncheon Group.   

Announcements are usually in the bulletin and in the 

newsletter. If you need a ride we can usually provide it. 

August 14th  we are going to be at TR Family Restaurant 

at 11:30 a.m. Contact Chris Blimel at 793-2204 or Sandy 

Monka at 553-2047 if you will be going. 

A GIGANTIC THANK YOU 
Thirty years ago, Fay and I accepted a call to serve the 

members of Grace Congregational United Church of Christ.  

Having listened to 30 years of sermons; having shared trips 

to St. Louis, Appalachia, Green Lake, Madison and Moon 

Beach; and having enjoyed many meals together-----there is 

not much about us that you do not know. We are grateful for 

you, your patience with us, your forgiveness, and your 

prayers of loving kindness. 

On July 22, we were blessed with a festive gathering in 

the Fellowship Hall of our church.  We are indebted to the 

organizers of that event, the speakers, the kitchen workers, 

and all who provided food in great abundance.  We offer a 

special thank you to those who made two trips to 

Indianapolis in order to include Kyth and Debby Banks 

(Appalachia Service Project) in our gathering.  Thank you. 

Fay and I came from Lake View, Iowa and began our 

ministry in Two Rivers on May 1, 1988.  One of you gave us 

a card that listed these facts from 1988: 

 

Cost of a New House:  $91,777 

Average Income:  $24,457/year 

New Car:  $10,432 

Gasoline:  $.91/gallon 

President of the United States:  Ronald Reagan 

Vice President of the United States:  George H.W. Bush 

Pulitzer Prize Winner:  Beloved by Toni Morrison 

 

Another gave us a black and white card with two sets of 

footprints on the front cover.  Below that picture is a caption:  

“Many people will walk in and out of your life, but only true 

friends will leave footprints on your heart.”  (Eleanor 

Roosevelt)  Thank you for the footprint you have left within 

us.  

Kim and Fay Henning  

 

 

love, kindnessthat you have shared your lives with us, and 

allowed us to participate in the joys and sorrows of life.  Ha   

PK THANK YOU 


