
 

 

  
 

 

“I Want More Than Anything Else to be a Christian” 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances,  

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

I Thessalonians 5:12a, 13b, 16-18 
Fred Craddock died last year.   Fred was a professor who taught preachers how to preach. In the introduction to 

one of his books, he wrote, “When I was in my late teens, I wanted to be a preacher.  When I was in my late 

twenties, I wanted to be a good preacher.  Now that I am older, I want more than anything else to be a Christian.  

To live simply, to love generously, so speak truthfully, to serve faithfully, and leave everything else to God.”  

“I want more than anything else to be a Christian.”  Those words gave me pause.  I stopped reading and thought 

about Craddock’s wisdom for myself.  Like you, my life is pulled in many directions.  Some pursuits are noble, 

many are not.  Some things in my life are quite meaningful.  But a lot that happens each day is a waste of time, 

money and opportunity.  

December 3 marks the beginning of Advent, the preparation for our Lord’s birth.  Is it too simple to propose this 

as our Advent Priority:  “I want more than anything else to be a Christian”? 

We have twenty-three days to get ourselves ready for our Lord’s birth.  There are legions of ways to create havoc 

with life.  No one needs a pastor to create a list of those things that are meaningless to our relationship with God or 

each other.   But help me think about ways that we might put into practice: 

I want more than anything to be a Christian. 
Here are some things I thought of: 

 Tyler Engleman wrote a letter to our Confirmation Class.  In it he said that the ultimate thing one person can do for 

second is pray for them.  Do you have a prayer list?  Who needs your prayers? 

 When we shop for gifts each of us hopes that gift will show our loves ones that we care for them.  In addition or in 

lieu of that gift, what gift could you give that can’t be purchased with $? 

 I did a little math. Between December 3 and 24, each of us has the same 552 hours of time given to us by the grace of 

God.  Could two of those hours be given to Christmas caroling?  Could one afternoon be spent with a person who is 

alone? 

 Betty Becker reminds our study classes that we always compare ourselves with others.  Could we possibly for just one 

day, compare our wealth with that of a real person in Lesotho or Haiti?   

 It is impossible to secure the love of a person by spending money we don’t have.  Likewise it is impossible to secure 

the love of a person if we don’t give anything at all.  How might we show forth love that is real, honest, and truthful?   

 One last thought.  Be creative.   Offer to do something you’ve never done before.  What can you do to show another 

your love for Jesus?  Who is that unloved person that Jesus needs you to care for?  Who is that one who appears 

healthy, but you know better?   

The most important thing is this:  you and I want more than anything to be a Christian. Now, the only thing left is to 

figure out what that means for each of us, individually; and all of us together.  I’d like to hear your thoughts…. 

 

 
 

 

 

Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 

EMAILS HAVE CHANGED! 

Due to a change in our telephone/internet provider, the following emails have been changed. 

Kim Henning: khenning1956@gmail.com, Pastor Colie: pastorcolie@gmail.com Kim 

Steckmesser: steckmesserk@gmail.com, and Jean Schwalbe: schwalbejean@gmail.com.  

Our Grace Congregational Church email has also been changed to:  

unitedchurchofchristgrace@gmail.com. 

 

DECEMBER 

2017 

A 

8:00  & 10:30 AM 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM. ADULT STUDY 9:30AM. 

Nights of Father’s Love / Christmas Day Dinner 
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PASTOR COLIE’S CORNER 

 
Searching for Christmas Cheer 

This is my sister, Aly, preparing to open Christmas presents a 

few years ago with her friends. Aly loves Christmas more than anyone 

I know. Every year, she starts a countdown of how many days until 

Christmas--and she starts when there’s about 200 days to go! In the 

past, she’s been known to drive her roommates crazy, playing 

Christmas music in October and going all-out to decorate the 

apartment.  
On the other hand, I’ve tended to be more of a stickler for not 

bringing in the Christmas cheer too early. Don’t get me wrong, I love 

Christmas. But I also appreciate the time and space for Advent, the 

church season that is the 4 weeks before Christmas. “Advent” is from a 

Latin word that means “coming” (as in, God is coming among us through the birth of Jesus). Advent is a time of getting 

ready, of cultivating our physical spaces and the spaces of our hearts and souls, so that we are prepared to welcome in the 

Christ child. Advent is a time of waiting and patience. I don’t want to rush too soon into Christmas because I believe there 

are good lessons to be learned in the waiting.  
Recently, though, I heard different argument--not from my sister, but from someone else who holds similar views 

about Christmas carols before Halloween and a tree up and decorated weeks before Thanksgiving. Their argument went 

something like this: If Christmas truly is the most wonderful time of the year, why limit it? Especially in the world we are 

currently living in, when it seems like tragedy and disaster are just around the corner, why not help each other remember 

the things we truly do have to celebrate? It’s like that old song goes: “Haul out the holly; Put up the tree before my spirit 

falls again. Fill up the stocking; I may be rushing things, but deck the halls again now….For we need a little Christmas, 

Right this very minute, Candles in the window, Carols at the spinet….Put up the brightest string of lights I've ever seen…. 

For I've grown a little leaner, Grown a little colder, Grown a little sadder, Grown a little older, And I need a little angel, 

Sitting on my shoulder, Need a little Christmas now.” 
I agree--we could use a little bit of Christmas cheer right about now. But my concern with starting the 

celebrations too early is that with too much pressure on having everything perfect for the holidays---perfect decorations, 

perfect house, perfect meal, perfect gift, perfect children, etc--- the pressure can be overwhelming, and we can grow tired 

of it all days or even weeks before Christmas has even arrived.  
If we are trying to pretend that we’re happy and everything is perfect just because it’s Christmas, that will cause 

us to fall particularly hard after the season is over. The point of Christmas is not that we take the Holly-jollies and 

fabricate a perfect holiday and forget about the pain and the stress and the hardship… Christmas, its core, is about Jesus, 

the presence of God coming to live with us: Emmanuel, God-with-us, in the world. Christmas reminds us that God loves 

us and that, no matter what, we are not alone. And that is something we can celebrate with great joy, no matter what time 

of year it is. 

 



 

CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S WORSHIP AND PAGEANT 

 
Christmas Eve, Sunday Dec 24, we will have only one morning service at 9:30am. This is the Christmas worship 

that will be led by our children, including a pageant, carols, readings, and other parts of the worship service led by our 

children and youth. We will even have a special Christmas Eve “Time After Church” fellowship hour-- a Hot Chocolate 

and Coffee bar with homemade marshmallows, whipped cream, and all the toppings!  
Children and youth roles for individuals and for Sunday School classes will be distributed in the first week of 

December. We will have a rehearsal during Sunday School time on Dec 17. Any child, member, guest, family, or visitor, 

is welcome to join us the morning of Christmas Eve in a walk-on role as either a shepherd or angel. Any children and 

youth involved, please arrive at church by 9:00AM on Christmas Eve. 
 

CONFIRMATION 

 
Mark your calendars! Our Spaghetti dinner has been booked. Monday, February 5th at the Two Rivers Family 

Restaurant.  

Confirmation classes continue at 4pm and 6:20pm. Here are the upcoming sessions: 

December 6: Jesus—Was Jesus of Nazareth God? Blest Are They 

December 8-9: Overnight field trip—Urban Immersion      Watch for details. 

December 13: Mentor Night. Tough Questions Hymn—Youth/Mentor Choice 

December 20: Creed—Am I really supposed to believe that Mary was a virgin? Silent Night 

December 27: NO CLASS 

January 3: NO CLASS 

CONFIRMATION FUNDRAISER 

The youth are selling “stock” in our Confirmation Class. Each share costs $20 and can be purchased in one or multiples. 

The benefits of becoming a Confirmation Shareholder include: Shareholder’s certificate, monthly newsletter highlighting 

our class youth and activities, and an invitation to the shareholders’ dinner this summer where youth will present on their 

experience on the St. Louis trip and throughout the year. 

Stocks can be purchased from any of the confirmation youth or by contacting the church office. 

CHILDREN’S BIBLE PRESENTATION- JANUARY 28, 2018 

 
On January 28, we will present personalized Bibles to our 3rd grade students. Families may attend either service 

that morning. Letters will be sent soon asking how you would like your child's name to appear on the Bible. If you have 

an older child who does not have their own Bible, we are glad to order one for them too. Please contact the church office 

or Pastor Colie. 

GENERATION G UPDATE 

 

Generation G continues to meet from 7-8pm in the high school youth room as we have been studying Moses 

together with a few exceptions.  

Looking into December— you will notice an invitation going up on facebook for December 20th’s 

Mystery Christmas Dinner. This is an event high school/college youth who are home will need to sign up for 

in advance — and we will need adult/parent volunteers to help us so please RSVP when you get the message so 

we can make this event go off without a hitch! Thank you to our youth and your families for being a part of our 

youth group! We are so grateful for you. Please email Nicole Herda at nlherda@yahoo.com any names and 

addresses we need to include for college and military youth.  
 

 

mailto:nlherda@yahoo.com


 

 

 

Night of the  

Father’s Love 

The awe and mystery of God with us 

A Christmas Cantata by Pepper Choplin 

Presented by Grace Congregational Church UCC 

 
 

Sunday, December 17 

8:00am and 10:30am 

  



 

 

TWO RIVERS AREA CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER. 

 
Celebrate the Birth of Jesus by sharing a meal and fellowship with 

friends. 

A community buffet style dinner will be served on Christmas Day, December 25, 2017 at Grace Congregational United 

Church of Christ, 2801 Garfield Street, Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241.  Guests are invited to partake in the meal at no 

personal expense. 

Doors will open at 11:00 AM.  A buffet meal will be served from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM.   

Guest Reservations are necessary. 

Meal delivery is available for Two Rivers residents who are unable to travel to the site.  

Transportation within the City of Two Rivers is also available.   

Carry-out meals may be available after all reservations have been accommodated. 

GUEST RESERVATIONS … must be made no later than December 20 

Call 920-793-4043 (Marilyn)  

 To make dinner reservations (indicate the number of people). 

 To request transportation from and to a Two Rivers address. 

 To have meals delivered to a Two Rivers address. 

 

VOLUNTEERS …  please register by December 15 

Call 920-793-4043 (Marilyn)  If you’re willing to provide rides for guests, or deliver meals within the City of Two 

Rivers. 

 

Call 920-794-8461 (Debbie) If you’re willing to serve food or to lend assistance before, during or after the meal. 

 

The event is jointly sponsored by the members and generous benefactors of St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic 

Church, Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church, Grace Congregational United Church of Christ, and Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Church Camps, Incorporated CAMPital Campaign 

Grace Congregational Church has been invited to contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund campaign for the 

upkeep and improvement of our two church camps in Wisconsin, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center.   Thank you for those 

second mile contributions that you make to this effort.   

 

Update: 

 Donations through 2016:        $39,438 

 Donations received in October     $696 

 Donations, January--September:          $13,594.87 

 

We offer a special word of gratitude for your support of the church in Two Rivers, and its ministry beyond Two Rivers.  

Thank you for the spirit of faith you show forth through your offerings. 

 

FOR OUR GRACE FAMILY, A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Thank you, God, for the Advent of Love into our lives 

For new beginnings in a Word or star, an infant or a savior 

For peace in the touch of family, friend or neighbor 

For possibilities in new friendships and old 

For memories that sweeten with time 

Amen…..Pastor and Mrs. Jim Barnes 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 

Total 2017 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational UCC:                                $409,385 

Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                              $30,750 

Pledged Income Received in October:                                             $30,105 

 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our 

day to day ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  Members are expected to support this ministry as an act 

of faithfulness to God.   

 

Expenses Approved at our November Trustee meeting: 

 Platinum Technologies---Annual Security Fee:  $234 

 Bulletins (for the quarter)     $200 

 Badger Office Supply     $806.98 

 Semi-annual inspection of fire suppression system:  111.75 

 

Your Giving Above and Beyond our Budget:   

 Hurricane Relief: United Church of Christ  $2069 

 

CHURCH CABINET 
Moderator, Don DeBruyn Treasurer, Linda Justema 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel Trustee Chair, Dave Loomis/ Mickey Velecke 

Diaconate Chair,  Hope Boudnik   Board of Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch 

Mission & Outreach Chair, Joe DeGroot Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, Bill Heinsohn 

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, Paul Schmid 

 



 

 

PLEDGE CARDS RETURNED AS OF NOVEMBER 20, 2017 

 
BETTY AMUZU 

DONNA ANDERSON 

RENEE ANDERSON 

BARBARA BAECKMAN 

KEITH & CHERYL BARNESON 

CHAD & MINDY BAUKNECHT 

BETTY BECKER 

MARLENE BEHRENDT 

TOBIN & COLIE BETTIVIA 

CHRIS BLIMEL 

JIM & SHELBY BOHMAN 

BRIAN BOOMGARDEN 

JOE & LORI BRANDT 

ROBERT & SUZANNE BRULL 

AARON & LYNN BUCHHOLZ 

LAURIE BURKE 

EUGENE & BONNIE 

BURMEISTER 

GARY BURNSTAD 

SCOTT & JILL DEROSIER 

DON & BRENDA DEBRUYN 

KEITH & SUSAN DIEDRICH 

STEVE & CHARLENE  

          DRESANG 

RANDY & LINDA EDINGER 

RON & DIANE EGGERS 

REIN & MARY ELIAS 

MEL & MARY JEAN  

           ERICKSON 

ADRIANNE EWALD- 

           PETERSON 

BRUCE & DONNA FERHMAN 

BETH GAUTHIER 

DAN & SALLY JO GRANT 

BARRY & DIANE GRIMMER 

BILL & CAROL 

          GRUETZMACHER 

KEVIN & DANELLE GULSETH 

MARK & NANCIAN HALL 

JEFF & RUTH HARDING 

GARY & PATTY HEISE 

KIM & FAY HENNING 

ROBERT & MARILYN 

          HENRICKSON 

BARBARA HERRMANN 

MARSHA HEUER 

TIM & KATHY HIRVELA 

JERRY & DOROTHY      

HOLSCHBACH 

RICH & YVONNE HOLZER 

BRIAN HUBBARTT 

BRUCE & LESLEY HUFFER 

ROGER & MARIE HURDA 

LYNN HUTTERER 

JEFF & LAURA JASPER 

KARL & STEPHANIE  

          KAHLENBERG 

KAYE KATKE 

TOM & DEB KEERY 

DIANE KIEFFER 

DAVID & ANNIE KLEMAN 

PATTY KOMOROSKI 

JIM KONITZER/LINDA  

          JUSTEMA 

BEN & BECKY KRAYNEK 

LEAH KUETHER 

GLENN & SUSAN KURTZ 

LARRY & RITA LAMBRIES 

JULIE LANE 

RICH & LINDA LANGMAN 

TOM & KIM LARSON 

ALEX & AMY LEGREVE 

JIM & BARBEE LESTER 

HAL LEXOW 

SCOTT & LANA LINZMEIER 

FLORENCE LUECKER 

GINNY MATTHEWS 

RON & JOAN MEISSNER 

JIM & SUSIE MILLER 

BILL & SANDY MONKA 

MIKE & PEGGY MUELLER 

NICK & REBEKAH MUELLER 

BECKY & CASEY O’CONNOR 

KAY OLKER 

LILLIAN PASEK 

LARRY & KATHY PETERSON 

LINDA PETERSON 

RICHARD & BEV PETERSON 

ED & ANITA RAPPE 

JIM REIF 

MARK & DEBBIE RHEIN 

TAMMY RICKS 

MARCIA & RICO ROBBINS 

JUDIE ROOT 

BOB & SHARON RUDOLPH 

JON & KELLY RUHBUSCH 

TOM & LYNN RYSTICKEN 

SHAWN & JESSICA SAYESKI 

JOHN & GAIL SCHANILEC 

CLARE SCHUETTE 

SARA SCHUETTE 

CRAIG & SARA SCHUH 

KRISTY SHERROD 

HAROLD SMITH 

SHIRLEY SPINDLER 

BRADD & KIM STECKMESSER 

CONNIE STEFFEN 

ROBERT STEPHENS 

CHAD & LAUREL STODOLA 

DEAN STOEGER/LAURA  

          HAYES – STOEGER 

NORETTE ST. PIERRE 

JOSH & HEIDI STRADAL 

BRUCE SUETTINGER 

RICHARD SWADE 

DAVE & SALLY SWOBODA 

TONY & JOAN TADDY 

DAVE & BEV URBEN 

MICKEY VELEKE 

JOHN & MARY WALLACE 

DAVID WANIGER 

LORI WANIGER 

MIKE & DONNA WEIER 

PAT & BONNIE WICHLACZ 

MARY WIEGERT 

JANE WILLIAMS 

JOSH & STEPHANIE WILLIS 

RANDY WILSON 

JEAN WONDRASH 

LUCY ZELDENRUST 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ADVENT OFFERING:  WHAT IF? FOUNDATION 

 
Members of Grace Congregational Church,  

 

For the past ten years or so….we have offered members of our 

church an opportunity to contribute to a ministry in Haiti that 

responds to values and priorities important to our faith.  The What If? 

Foundation supports a ministry in Port-a-Prince, Na Rive.   Our gifts 

to the What If? Foundation are used to purchase food; pay for salaries 

of food providers; and provide an educational center where children 

can come and learn.   

Our connection with the What If? Foundation was initiated by 

the Rev. Bryan Sirchio (a singer who travels the Midwest) and the 

Rev. Fred Trost (our former Conference Ministry of the United 

Church of Christ). Fred’s daughter, Margaret, led the effort to begin 

the What If? Foundation and build a bridge with an existing ministry 

in Haiti.  Margaret has since retired, but the ministry continues 

strong. 

What do I support the What If? Foundation?  This ministry of the 

church uses residents and farmers of Haiti to grow, prepare and serve 

the food.  The concept of using local food and residents is important to me.  I further value this ministry because two of 

our members (Don DeBruyn and Betty Becker) have observed the building of the school and the serving of food.  I further 

value this ministry because in the midst of our Christmas parties here in the U.S., it is important for me to contribute to 

needs that I think are important to Christ. 

Here are some details of the 2017 Ministry:   

over 1,200 meals served every weekday 

294 students registered at the Father Jeri School 

24 external scholarships provided 

265 students enrolled in the afterschool program 

600 children attended summer camp 

I hope you’ll join me in supporting this ministry.  If you have further questions, chances are that I would be unable to 

answer them, but I have four or five contacts that I know would respond to your questions.   

Kim Henning 

 

************************************************************************************************** 
 

The United Church Men and Women –80
th

 annual Scholarship Banquet 

was held at Lakeland University on October 26, 2017 

Three scholarship checks of a thousand dollars a piece were awarded to students going into the Christian 

ministry. Grace Church donated to this annual fund! The Following were recipients: 

Pre-Seminary-Tyler Yost of Sheboygan 

Seminary(Eden-St. Louis) Emma Landowski of West Bend,  

Post –Seminary – Kristal Klemme of Sheboygan 

Elected officers of this Group for 2017-2018 are: 

President –Darryl Gumm;  Secretary—Judine Dverwaechter;  Treasure—Dwight Sattler 

Pastoral Advisor –Diane Cayemberg 

Those who attended the Banquet and program from Grace Congregational Church were:   

Bruce Huffer, Brett Marx and Ed Rappe. 

  

  



 

OUR CALENDARS ARE HERE: 

 
A big thank you to our sponsors who made it possible for the publication of the 2018 Grace Church calendar.  Your 

generosity to our church is greatly appreciated.  Please take a calendar home and support our sponsors.  Tell them thank 

you for their sponsorship when visiting their stores, businesses, and offices; or when you see them at church. 

Our sponsors:  American Family Insurance - Pam Wargin Agency;  

American Family Insurance – Mark Rhein Agency; Atrium Post Acute Care of Two Rivers 

Deja & Martin Funeral Chapels;  Henning’s Wisconsin Cheese;  Jim Reif Builders, Inc.;   

Klein & Stangel Funeral Home;    Meadow View Assisted Living;  The Quilt Shop of Two Rivers 

Sauve’s Auto Service;  Sauve’s Computers and Supply, Inc.;  Two Rivers Family Restaurant 

 
WOMEN OF GRACE NEWS AND NOTES 

 

Next Meeting:  Saturday, December 2nd @ 9am in the Fellowship Hall 
The Women Of Grace would like to thank all the women, men and youth that helped make our Chili 

Dinner/Raffle/Bazaar a success this year.  Grace Church, you rock!  A very special thanks to Ann Kleman who 

put her heart and soul into this event - THANK YOU, ANN for your outstanding leadership and dedication!  

We are having our 2nd annual Christmas Cookie and Sock Exchange at our December 2nd meeting. We had 

so much fun last year that we voted to have it again this year!  If you want to participate in the cookie exchange, 

please bring 2 - 3 dozen cookies, a container to bring your exchanged cookies home, and a plate of 6 cookies to 

put on the table for our party.  If you want to participate in the sock exchange, you will need to buy a new pair 

of Christmas socks ( the gaudier, the better!), fill them both up with inexpensive Christmas trinkets, lotions, 

candy, ornaments, towels, etc. Tie them with a bow and bring them to the party. We exchange socks, show what 

we receive, and then we take a photo of our new socks on our feet! 

Please sign up at the Information desk for this event or call Amy LeGreve @ 553-2525 if you have any 

questions!  For those who need a ride, please call me and we will find a ride for you! 

Remember, that all women of Grace Church are members of Women Of Grace! 

May you all have a very blessed Merry Christmas! 

Yours In Christ, Amy LeGreve Philippians 1:3  "I thank my God every time I remember you." 

 
EQUAL EXCHANGE CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

 
Mission & Outreach is again selling Christmas Baskets again, made up with an assortment of Equal Exchange stock. 

Pre-order forms can be found on a small clipboard at the information desk. Ordering ahead will allow you to choose what 

you would like in your baskets, set your price, and for us to have them made up ahead of time. Fill out a form and turn it 

in and we will get them made up when you need them. You may pay when you pick up the basket. We will also have 

others made up that you can take as they are. Either way, these baskets are a gift you can feel good about purchasing and 

giving. 

 

NEW! Not sure if the recipient of your gift likes milk or dark chocolate, or wants the buzz from caffeinated 

coffee, or needs K-cups? Equal Exchange will now be offering Gift Certificates. Certificates can made out in 

whatever dollar  amount you chose for Equal Exchange products redeemable at Grace UCC whenever EE 

products are sold. 

 

PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED ART & CRAFT SALE  

 
Women of Grace has decided to postpone the Art and Craft Sale previously scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 17, to a later 

date, probably early 2018. If you have items that you wanted to donate, please hang on to them. Others with creative 

minds and hands, you will now have more time to make something special. Proceeds will go towards the still, much 

needed Disaster Relief. 

 



 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 1 - Jill Richmond 

 Joel Evenson 

 2 - Richard Ertman 

Trevor Schlise 

Megan Christensen 

 3 - Melvin Erickson 

 Judie Root 

 5 - Alanna Duvall 

 6 – Brad Seefeldt 

 7 - Amanda Kimmes 

Adam Kimmes 

 8 – Andrea Allington 

 Jason Allington 

 Rachel Guex 

 Clare Schuette 

10 - Ashton Peterson 

11 - Sarah Coenen 

 Austin Lawhon 

 Wendy Smith 

12 - Lydia Snyder 

Tim Klein 

Kaleb Heuer 

13 - Donna Fehrman 

 Sophia Grumann 

Chris Lewis 

Owen Heuer 

Tabitha Seefeldt 

Jim Reif 

14 - Gary Chaloupka 

15 – Noah Wisnowski 

16 - Todd Tome 

17 - Marcia Robbins 

18 - Joyce Tome 

 Bill Hampton-Gregory 

 Jon Backus 

19 - Randy Meissner 

20 – Allison Gallagher 

22 - Bruce Suettinger 

Lana Linzmeier 

Connie Steffen 

Colleen Collins 

25 - Jack Goedjen 

 Holly Pietenpol 

Olivia Duvall 

26 - Mark Kornely 

Nicholas Wagner 

27 - Karen Webster 

 Jim Bohman 

28 – Beckett Evenson 

30 - Kelcie Shimulunas 

Chelcea Boesiger 

30 - Alexander Richmond 

 Mark Rhein 

31 - Joe Brandt 

Laura Steeber 

Shane Kahlenberg 

Colin Griffin 

Ron Eggers 
DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 

18 - John and Gail Schanilec 

24 - Scott and Jill DeRosier 

28 - Don and Brenda 

DeBruyn 

Max and Colisa 

Onderbeke 

29 - James and Barbee 

Lester 

31 – Mike and Becky Price 

 

 

 

  

 
Oil candles for the Advent Wreath 

have been ordered as well as Christmas 

wreaths. 

Donations to help pay for these 

orders, would be greatly appreciated, 

please direct the donation to the church 

office or a  labeled envelope in the 

offering plate. Thank you 

“ A Senior Christmas Bingo & Luncheon at 
Grace Congregational Church” 

 

Where: Grace Church Fellowship Hall 
         When: Tuesday, December 5, 2017  
      Lunch at 12:30 Bingo 1:30 -3:00pm 

Need Transportation? 
          Call 553-4051(Marsha Heuer) or 

645-3676 (Diane Eggers) 
RSVP:      

Call the Church Office: 553-1222 or 
Sign up at the  Information Center 

 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON GROUP 

We would like to invite ALL women 

of the church to our Women’s Luncheon 

Group.   

Announcements are usually in the 

bulletin and in the newsletter. If you need a 

ride we can usually provide it. December 

12th  we are going to be at Kurtz’s in 

Two Rivers at 11:30 a.m. Contact Chris 

Blimel at 793-2204 or Sandy Monka at 

553-2047 if you will be going. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL 
FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS 

HOSPITALIZED 
Hal Lexow had surgery October 31 at Holy Family 

and is recovering at home.  

Joan Dewey had surgery November 2 at Aurora Bay 

Care. Andy Konitzer, father to Jim Konitzer, had 

emergency surgery this week of October 30th in Florida.  

Eric and Joy Schramm welcomed a son, Brian James 

Schramm. Brian was born Oct 27. Mom and baby are both 

doing well.  

Randy Meissner was a patient at Aurora Medical 

Center. 

Lynn Ashenbrenner has been released from Aurora 

Medical Center and is at home with family. 

Andrew Nichols has been a patient this week at St. 

Vincent Hospital in Green Bay.   

Taliah Seefeldt was hospitalized week of Nov.19
th
.     

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
The daughter of Megan and Tom Christensen, Jessica 

Mae Christensen, was baptized this morning.  Joining in 

the celebration were her sister Jennifer, grandparents, 

Jared & Debbie Klein, John & Mary Christensen; Great 

Grandparents, Kermit & Mary Ann Klein; Ron & Jean 

Schmitt and her godparents, Aunt Mikayla Klein and 

Uncle Joe Christensen. 

.OUR SYMPATHY 

We extend our love and sympathy to Marsha Heuer 

and her family as they grieve the death of Ric. Ric died on 

Wednesday, October 25th. A Memorial Service was held 

at Grace Congregational Church on Sunday, October 29th.  

                        THANK YOU 

Thank you so much to our church family for your 

 support during this difficult time. We appreciated your 

 cards, kind words, and donations. Ric loved being an 

 active part of our church.                      Marsha & family 

OUR SYMPATHY CONTINUES 

We offer our sympathy to Larry and Kathy Peterson 

and their family as they grieve the death of John Maxfeldt, 

Larry and Kathy’s  brother-in-law.   

The Rev Philip Meili, a pastor of the United Church of 

Christ in these parts of Wisconsin, died on Monday, 

November 13.  A funeral service was held at St. John's 

United Church of Christ in New Holstein yesterday 

morning.   

Thank you for your generous donation. It 

allows us to continue our work, helping families facing 

food insecurity.  Blessings, Lynn Skarvan, Coordinator.  
 

 

Grace Congregational’s 

 Thank you for all your volunteer support and also 

for your monetary support. We deeply appreciate these 

contributions, Sincerely Hope House Director Erin N. 

Schultz. 

 

The Manitowoc County Habitat for 

Humanity wants to Thank you for your generous 

monetary gift. Your love has shown itself in this 

action. God bless you for your support and concern for 

God’s people in need. 

SUNDAY SUPPER THANK YOU 
I would like to say a huge thank you to all of our 

church family members who donated to the Sunday 

Supper.  To everyone who made a monetary donation 

to help cover the cost of the meal, thank you for your 

generosity.  We served 60 guests plus 8 workers and 

some who came back for seconds.   

Special thanks for the wonderful desserts that were 

made by Shelby Bohman, Barbara Herrman, Amy 

LeGreve, Joan Schmid and Mickey Veleke.     

I would like to say a very special thank you to 

Betty Becker, Pastor Colie, Don DeBruyn, Steve 

Dresang, Barry and Diane Grimmer, Peg and Mike 

Mueller, Shawn and Cameron Sayeski, William Otto, 

Joan and Tony Taddy, Mickey Veleke, and Mary 

Wallace.  They gave of their precious time on a Sunday 

to help prepare, serve, and clean up after the meal.    I 

truly appreciate your willingness to help serve the 

members of our community.  I could not represent 

Grace UCC in our community without each and every 

one of you. Thank you all for the effort you put into 

making Sunday Supper a great event.  

Charlene Dresang  

 

THE LAKESHORE MEMORY CAFÉ 

WILL MEET December 6, 2017 

Let’s sing carols and Christmas songs accompanied 

by rhythm instruments and musical props. We’ll enjoy 

making music while celebrating this beautiful season! 

We’ll gather Wednesday, December 6, from 10 to 

11:30 a.m. at the Manitowoc Public Library’s 

Balkansky Room (707 Quay St).  
 



 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL’S NEWEST MEMBERS 

 

      Intoducing Beth Gauthier her sponsor is Kristy Sherrod  

Beth is married to Allen Gauthier and they reside in the Two Rivers area. Beth has 

3 children and 4 step children. Beth works for Holy Family Memorial as a patient 

services representative. She has worked there now for a tatal of 26 years and hopes to 

retire there. In her spare time Beth enjoys crocheting, jewelry making, camping, and 

spending lots of time with her 7 grandchildren. Beth says she was excited to join Grace 

Cong. Church because she found the members to be very friendly and welcoming and Pastor Kim and Pastor Colie’s 

sermons to be very passionate and easy to understand. 

 

 Introducing Kayla Johnson. She joined out church family October 29
th
 and is the 

fiancé of Joshua Heise 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER FOR 

 
There are so many things to choose from when you have free time.  Here are a few more choices to care for the 

elderly in our church and in our community. 

 Worship services at the Atrium Senior Living first Thursday of each month 10:30 -11:15  

contact person. Chris Blimel  793-2204 

 Worship services at Meadowview Assisted Living last Tuesday of each month 1:00 - 2:00 

 contact person Marsha Heuer 553-4051 

 Delivering Meals on Wheels (from the Senior Center) 11:00 - 12:00  

contact person Sarah Gallagher 553-8021 

 Helping with bingo and senior lunches (next date is Dec. 5) contact person is Marsha Heuer 553-4051 

 Serving Sunday supper twice a year contact person is Charlene Dresang 645-1014 

 Christmas Day dinner for our community contact person is Randy Ammerman 323-1819 

 Delivering soup/cookies to shut-ins several times a year contact person is Marsha Heuer 553-4051 

 Volunteer at the Memory Café 1
st
 Wednesday of each month from 10:00 - 11:30 next meeting is October 4 at 

the Manitowoc Library  contact person is Heather Anderson 883-1443 

 Volunteer to provide transportation to church services / call church office 553-1222 

 Call or send a note to our shut-ins check if they need anything contact person Marsha Heuer 553-4051 

 Visit the residents at The Atrium, Meadowview, Wisteria House contact person Lucy Zeldenrust 793-4647 

 If you have an elderly neighbor invite them to our senior events. Contact person Marsha Heuer 553-4051 

 If you have any other ideas how to serve our senior population in our church or in our community please 

contact Marsha Heuer 553-4051 

Thanks for considering these opportunities. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

Blessings to all of you! 

 


