
 
“You show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us,  
written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,  

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”   2 Corinthians 3:3 
Fay and I look forward to those Christmas letters we receive this time of year.  Some friends who live further hand-write 

epistles that can sometimes be two pages.  It’s fun reading those.  Most of the letters we receive are typed, and they tell us about 
graduations, births, travels and other such things.  We enjoy hearing from people we care about.  Occasionally, we will even follow 
up with a phone call.  

In one of those letters that Paul wrote to the church years ago, he informed those early believers that they were “a letter of 
Christ…..written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”   Have 
you ever thought of yourself as being a letter of Christ?  

Letters are valuable.  I have in my possession letters my mother sent when we lived in St. Louis and Iowa.  She was as busy as 
anyone I’ve ever known; yet she took time to write.  As I was studying at Eden Seminary, our Conference Minister wrote letters of 
encouragement.  I needed those.  I can’t throw them away.  My father’s cousin (who raised 7 children of her own) wrote about 
events happening at church and on their farm.  With each letter, we felt the affection of people who cared.   

Paul informed those early Christians in Corinth that they were a letter of Christ written by the Spirit of the living God.  That 
was a powerful statement.  We have long known that God inspired the writing of scripture, those powerful words that have 
sustained the church for over two thousand years. It is insightful to learn that God also communicates through the likes of you and 
me. You are a letter of Christ written by the Spirit of the living God!  I like that. 

We are in the communication business.  People notice the way you talk.  People notice whether or not you are merciful.  
People notice if you take time for the little ones.  Like a letter, you communicate priorities carefully groomed.  People know if we are 
forgiving or not.  People know if we are still holding on to a 15 year old grudge.  Each time you fold your hands in prayer or each 
time you drop money into one of those red buckets, a message is sent. 

But let’s not forget, this is not about ego or pride or anything else that brings attention to us.  Paul says quite clearly that this 
is not about us, this is about God’s Holy Spirit.   You are a letter that God has written. Do people observe the love of Christ in you?  
Do people notice the impact God has upon your life?   Has someone ever suggested that there is something different about you they 
can’t quite put their fingers on? 

In 2 Corinthians Paul says two things:  one, you are letter written by God’s Holy Spirit; and two, the place God has written is 
on your heart.  I recently listened to a pastor tell me about the church he serves.  In a careful sort of way he said that his community 
was not as hospitable as he would like.  And he said that stewardship is a problem.  Then he said, “You know it just feels like their 
heart just isn’t in it.” 

I am aware that God is doing something very beautiful through all kinds of individuals in our midst.  I hear the way you sing on 
Sunday; I notice the way you take time to talk to each other; I notice the way you fill up the schedule for Hope House; I have seen 
the way you participate in education classes; I notice your dependable generosity; I see the attention you give our youth when they 
read scripture.  You are a letter written by God’s Holy Spirit.   

 

 

 

 

 
Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Our children will be leading a special Christmas service on Sunday, December 23, 

at 10:30am. Our theme this year is the “ABCs of Christmas”. We need children and 
youth of all ages to help present the different letters with parts of the Christmas story. 
Please see Pastor Colie or a member of the Board of Christian Education for more 
information.  

 
 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

4:00 p.m.  Candlelight Worship Service of the Word, Holy Communion 
6:30  Candlelight Worship Service 

10:30  Candlelight Worship Service of the Word,  
Holy Communion, Adult Choir 

You are encouraged to come early to each of our worship services.  The musicians in our community will 
provide music and congregational Christmas Carols beginning 30 minutes prior 

 to the start of each worship service. 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING 2018 

 A meaningful event that takes place each year is Christmas Caroling.  On Sunday, December 9 at 
2:30 p.m., you can choose to meet up with a group in the parking lot of Grace Congregational Church (Two 
Rivers) or at the home of Dr. Bill and Shay Hampton –Gregory, 2404 Woodridge Drive (Manitowoc).  The 
two groups carol separately in Two Rivers and Manitowoc and then gather at the home of Kim and Fay 
Henning (2107 43rd Street, Two Rivers) where we will enjoy soup, cheese, and more! 

Here are some details: 
1---If you would like to suggest the name of a church member or senior facility, contact Pastor Kim 
2---Songbooks will be provided 
3---If you would like to organize an effort to provide cookies or breads for those we visit, contact PK 
4---You are welcome (but under no compulsion) to bring something to share at the Henning home. 
5---You may join either singing group; a sign-up sheet at church will help us to evenly distribute voices. 
6---We want children and youth and adults singing together!  Everyone is invited! 

Ideas?  Suggestions?   
 

 
 

MUSICALLY INCLINED (OR NOT) LET YOUR HEART & LIGHT SHINE 
 BY ADDING TO OUR CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Christmas is right around the corner and we are putting together music 
for our Christmas Eve Services. Please contact Andrea or Beverly if you are 
interested in providing music for any of the Christmas Eve Services. Services 
are at 4:00pm, 6:30pm, and 10:30pm. romsosa@yahoo.com (Andrea) 
bevbeemark@gmail.com (Beverly) 
 

 

mailto:romsosa@yahoo.com
mailto:bevbeemark@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS 

(AN ADVENT DEVOTIONAL) 
 

When I think back on Christmas when I was a child, I remember going with our family out to the 
Christmas tree field and choosing our own tree to chop down. I remember having to sit with my brothers and 
sisters to take Christmas pictures, and everyone complaining (as siblings do) that they didn’t want to do it. I 
remember writing letters to Santa and setting them out on Christmas Eve with milk and cookies, and carrots 
for the reindeer. I remember going to church on Christmas Eve and singing carols while sharing candle light. I 
remember a rule that we had at home, that we were not allowed to get out of bed on Christmas day until the 
sun was up. I remember family coming from near and far and squishing in around the dining room table for 
our Christmas dinner.  

Christmas is a time full of traditions - some personal traditions of our families, some traditions that 
have you ever wondered where these traditions come from? These thoughts have crossed my mind….. Why 

do we put up Christmas trees? Who really was Saint Nicholas? Why do we hang 
wreaths on our doors? Why do we give each other presents? What is an Advent 
calendar meant for? Where did all the little model Christmas villages come from? 
When was the first tree-lighting ceremony? When did Christmas caroling start? 

Some of these questions we might already know answers to. And maybe some 
of them we will never know. But knowing more of the background behind where these 
traditions come from and the original intention behind them can help us celebrate 
Christmas in a new way.  
 

You may be aware that last year, I created an advent devotional that was a 
digital devotional -- a video to tune into the to help us refocus preparing ourselves to 

celebrate Christmas. The videos are intentionally short - about 2 minutes each - so you can find space in your 
day to think about questions of faith and why Christmas is important.  

This year, I’ll be spending some time digging into these traditions, both familiar ones and traditions 
from Christmas celebrations around the world. You can find me on youtube, follow the Facebook page 
“Graceful Devos”, or -- the easiest way to get the videos -- sign up for the email subscription. Just send me an 
email (pastorcolie@gmail.com) or call me at church (553-1222) and let me know you want to sign up for my 
Advent videos! I will send out emails every morning with the video right there to watch. Together, we can 
learn a few things about our traditions, and celebrate Christmas in ways old and new 

 

CONFIRMATION UPDATES 

December 5: CREED – Article Two: Jesus 
Before class, read: John 1:1-39 

December 12: CREED – Article Three: Holy Spirit 
Before class, read: Luke 24:36-53 

Thursday, December 13: Fundraiser at Port Sandy Bay 

December 19: Mentor Night. Advent/Christmas/Epiphany Party 

December 26: NO CLASS 

January 2: NO CLASS
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CONFIRMATION CLASS 

FUNDRAISER 

 

The Confirmation youth will soon 
be selling delicious Seroogy’s 
Chocolates! We will have available 
their chocolate bars in 9 different 
flavors (including the famous 
“Shockrock”!), plus fudge and 
chocolate Santas and Snowmen. 
Youth will be available after church 
services to purchase from. All 
money raised goes to support our 
group field trips, especially the 
summer trip to St. Louis. 
 

GENERATION G UPDATE 

Thank you Generation G youth for 
shopping and shipping 24 Christmas packages 
out to our military and college youth! It was a 
fun filled evening that is a wonderful piece of 
home. Thank you Taylor Lechler and Katie Ver 
Haagh for coming along as chaperones we are 
grateful! 

Friday, December 15 from 5-8 will be 
our Generation G Christmas party here at 
church! Highschool and college youth 
welcome! You must RSVP online please! 
There will be a $5 gift exchange and prizes for 
fun outfits. 

Permission slips for our pilgrim center 
retreat January 4-6 are due with money to 
Nicole by December 12th. There will be no 
Generation G December 19 or 26th— but we 
will see you again January 2! Blessings to you 
and your families this Christmas!  
Nicole 

 

PIZZA NIGHT OUT 
 

The Confirmation Class is having a fundraiser night 
at Port Sandy Bay Pizza on Thursday, December 13. Our 
youth will receive a portion of the proceeds from food 
sales that night, from both eat in and carry out orders. 
Have some pizza and support our youth! 
 



 

 
  

10th ANNUAL 
Two Rivers Area Christmas Day Dinner. 

Celebrate the Birth of Jesus by sharing a meal and  
fellowship with friends. 

A community buffet style dinner will be served on Christmas Day, December 25, 2018 at Grace Congregational 
United Church of Christ, 2801 Garfield Street, Two Rivers, Wisconsin 54241.  Guests are invited to partake in the 
meal at no personal expense. 
Doors will open at 11:00 AM.  A buffet meal will be served from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM.   
Guest Reservations are necessary. 
Meal delivery is available for Two Rivers residents who are unable to travel to the site.  
Transportation within the City of Two Rivers is also available.   
Carry-out meals may be available after all reservations have been accommodated. 

GUEST RESERVATIONS … must be made no later than December 20 
Call 920-793-4043 (Marilyn)  

 To make dinner reservations (indicate the number of people). 

 To request transportation from and to a Two Rivers address. 

 To have meals delivered to a Two Rivers address. 

 
VOLUNTEERS …  please register by December 15 
Call 920-793-4043 (Marilyn)  If you’re willing to provide rides for guests, or deliver meals within the City of Two 

Rivers. 
 
Call 920-794-8461 (Debbie) If you’re willing to serve food or to lend assistance before, during or after the meal. 
 
The event is jointly sponsored by the members and generous benefactors of St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic 
Church,  Grace Congregational United Church of Christ, and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
 

 

“ A Senior Christmas Luncheon at 

Grace Congregational Church” 

 

Where: Grace Church Fellowship Hall 
When: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 

Lunch at 12:30pm 
Bingo Following the Lunch till 3:00 pm. 

Call 553-4051(Marsha Heuer) 
RSVP: 

Call the Church Office: 553-1222 or 

Sign up at the  Information Center 

 



 

 
  

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 
Total 2018 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational UCC:                                              $409,385 
Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                                             $32,221 
Pledged Income Received in October:                                                           $31,818 
 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to 
support our day to day ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  It is our church’s expectation that 

our members are responsible for the support of this church’s ministry as an act of faithfulness to God. 
 

 

CHURCH CABINET 
Moderator, Don DeBruyn Treasurer, Linda Justema  Clerk, Rein Elias 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel Trustee Chair, Todd Moolenaar 

Diaconate Chair,  Brian VanElls 

Board of Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch 

Mission & Outreach Chair, Doug Charles 

Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jeff Harding 

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jim Miller 

 

United Church Camps, Incorporated CAMPital Campaign 
Grace Congregational Church has been invited to contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund campaign 
for the upkeep and improvement of our two church camps, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center.   We are grateful 
to individuals who voluntarily contribute to this campaign.  Through December of 2017, our records show that 
individuals have made contributions totaling $72,490.  

Contributions Made in 2018:  $1941 
Contributions made in October:  $9427 

Our church is enormously grateful for each contribution to the Campital Campaign.  Our two camps are vital of 
our church’s ministry. We thank those thoughtful and generous individuals who have provided these gifts for 
our church camps.  Thank you.   
 
 

Benevolence Giving By Our Members In October, Above and Beyond Your Church Support 
Neighbors In Need:   $766 

Turkeys for the Two Rivers Ecumenical Food Pantry:  $355 
Habitat for Humanity:  $159 (October); $927 through 2018 

InCourage:   $40 
 
 

 

Capital Expenditures In 2018 
Todd Moolenaar stood before you this month and detailed certain capital expenditures that our church 
assumed this year.  We were able to pay these bills because of generous contributions to our Building 
Campaign in 2004.  Thank you.  Thank you.  To insure a healthy fund for future expenditures (roof!), our 2019 
budget will include a capital fund line item. 

Canopy Drainage Repair:  $1,803 
HVAC Upgrade:  $27,613 

Parking Lot reseal and Repair:  $19,905 
Sidewalk Repair:  $1,200 

 



 

 
 
 
DOUG ALBRIGHT 
ANDREA ALLINGTON 
RENEE ANDERSON 
RANDY & JEAN AMMERMAN 
DONNA ANDERSON  
AL & DEBBIE AUGUSTINE 
BARB BAECKMAN 
KEITH & CHERYL BARNESON 
MELISSA bASKEN 
FRANK & CHRIS BAUKNECHT 
ELIZABETH BECKER 
MARLENE BEHRENDT 
KAY BERO 
DAN & CONNIE BLASHKA 
CHRIS BLIMEL 
BRIAN BOOMGARDEN 
JOE & LORI BRANDT 
AL BRUCKSCHEN & HEATHER 
ANTONIEWICZ 
SUZANNE BRULL 
AARON & LYNN BUCHHOLZ 
GENE& BONNIE BURMEISTER 
JOHN & MARY CHRISTENSEN 
SUSAN CROWLEY 
CARRIE CURCIO 
BUDDY & BARB DAVIDSON 
DON & BRENDA DEBRUYN 
JOE & DWYN DEGROOT 
SCOTT & JILL DEROSIER 
MARCIA DONLON 
STEVE & CHARLENE DRESANG 
RANDY & LINDA EDINGER 
REIN & MARY ELIAS 
GINNY ENGSTROM 
MEL & MARY JEAN ERICKSON 
BRUCE & DONNA FEHRMAN 
ELIZABETH GAUTHIER 
JACK GOEDJEN 
DAN & SALLY JO GRANT 
BARRY & DIANE GRIMMER 
BILL & CAROL GRUETZMACHER 
BILL & SHAY HAMPTON 
 
 

 
 
JEFF & RUTH HARDING 
BILL & JEANNE HEINSOHN 
GARY & PATTY HEISE 
KIM & FAY HENNING 
MARILYN HENRICKSON 
ROB & NICOLE HERDA 
BARBARA HERRMANN 
MARSHA HEUER 
TIM & KATHY HIRVELA 
JERRY & DOROTHY HOLSCHBACH 
RICH & YVONNE HOLZER 
BRUCE & LESLEY HUFFER 
ROGER & MARIE HURDA 
LYNN HUTTERER 
NAN JAGEMANN 
KARL & STEPHANIE KAHLENBERG 
KAYE KATKE 
TOM & DEB KEERY 
DIANE KIEFFER 
DAVID & ANN KLEMAN 
PATRICIA KOMOROSKE 
JIM KONITZER & LINDA JUSTEMA 
LEAH KUETHER 
CATHY LAMBRIES 
LARRY & RITA LAMBRIES 
RICH & LINDA LANGMAN 
TOM & KIM LARSON 
TRUDY LECLAIR 
JIM & BARBEE LESTER 
DON & ELLEN LEWELLEN 
HAL LEXOW 
DAVID & AMY LOOMIS 
FLORENCE LUECKER 
BEVERLY BARNES MARK 
GINNY MATTHEWS 
MIKE & JULIE MCCORMICK 
RON & JOAN MEISSNER 
JIM & SUSIE MILLER 
TODD & MANDY MOOLENAAR 
GREG MOREAU 
JERRY & KATHY NICHOLS 
CASEY & BECKY O’CONNOR 
KAY OLKER 
MAX & COLISA ONDERBEKE 
ADRIANNE PETERSON 

 
 
LARRY & KATHY PETERSON 
LINDA PETERSON 
RICHARD & BEV PETERSON 
JACK & JEANNINE POWALISZ 
BOB & SHELLY RANDERSON 
ED & ANITA RAPPE 
JIM & MARTHA RASMUS 
JIM REIF 
JILL RICHMOND 
TAMMY RICKS 
MARCIA ROBBINS & RICO 
JUDIE ROOT 
BON & SHARON RUDOLPH 
SHAWN & JESSICA SAYESKI 
JOHN & GAIL SCHANILEC 
PAUL & JOAN SCHMID 
CLARE SCHUETTE 
CRAIG & SARA SCHUH 
BRENDA SENOVICH 
KRISTY SHERROD 
MAREN SLICKMAN 
LOUANN SMITH 
SHIRLEY SPINDLER 
BRADD & KIM STECKMESSER 
JOE & LISA STODOLA 
NORETTE ST. PIERRE 
JOSH & HEIDI STRADAL 
BRUCE SUETTINGER 
RICHARD SWADE 
TONY & JOAN TADDY 
DAVE & BEV URBEN 
BRIAN & GINGER VAN ELLS 
MICKEY VELEKE 
KATIE VER HAAGH 
JOHN & MARY WALLACE 
KEVIN & PAM WARGIN 
BRIAN & SANDY WAY 
LARRY WENSAUER 
PAT & BONNIE WICHLACZ 
MARY WIEGERT 
JANE WILLIAMS 
JOSH & STEPHANIE WILLIS 
RANDY WILSON 
JEAN WONDRASH 
LUCY ZELDENRUST 

 
  

1st Pledge List as of November 26, 2018 



 

EQUAL EXCHANGE CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

             Mission & Outreach is gearing up to sell Christmas Baskets again, made up with an 

assortment of Equal Exchange stock. Pre-order forms can be found on a small clipboard at the information 

desk. Ordering ahead will allow you to choose what you would like in your baskets, set your price, and for 

us to have them made up ahead of time.  

Fill out a form and turn it in and we will get them made up when you need them. Orders placed by 

December 9 are really appreciated. You may pay when you pick up the basket. We will also have others 

made up that you can take as they are. Either way, these baskets are a gift you can feel good about 

purchasing and giving. We will be selling the first 3 Sundays in December.  

We have more than enough baskets/containers to use, but if you have a special one you would like used, 

we certainly can do that. We could use more crinkled paper and other decorative fillers. Please place 

behind information desk. 

NEW THIS YEAR 
for sale are sheets of heavy, quality, Hand-Made Expressions Paper made in India. Each 21-3/4" x 29-3/4" 
sheet sells for $3. They can be used to wrap gifts, paper-crafting, making boxes, etc. The paper is a gift in 
itself. 
 

 
 
 

 

  

WOMEN OF GRACE HIGHTLIGHTS 
 

Next meeting:  Saturday, December 8th @ 9am (Our Christmas Cookie and Sock 
Exchange) 

     The Women Of Grace would like to thank everyone who helped make their Chili Dinner/Raffle/Bazaar a great 
success this year.  To all the people who helped, those that attended, and those who bought the leftovers on Sunday 
after church,  THANK YOU from all of us!  A great big special THANK YOU to Ann Kleman who devoted so much of 
her time, talent, and energy to lead this event!  Ann, you did an amazing job! 
 
The old refrigerator had to be replaced right before the Chili Dinner.  Thank you to Todd Moolenaar for all the time 
and work you put in trying to fix the old one.  Also, thank you for getting us a new one!  Thank you, Shawn Sayeski 
for helping Todd put the new fridge in the kitchen!   Our congregation is blessed with many warm, caring people 

who are always ready to give a helping hand.  Grace Congregational Church, you're awesome! 
 

     The money that the Women Of Grace raise in their fundraisers goes towards new kitchen appliances (hence, the 
fridge), stocking the kitchen with needed items, funerals, church needs, and donating to charities.  Thank you for 
helping us raise money so we can do these things for God's church! 
     On December 8th, we will have our third annual Christmas Cookie and Christmas Sock Exchange.  If you are 
participating in the cookie exchange:  Please bring 2 dozen or more cookies plus 6 extra cookies for the refreshment 
table.  Please bring an extra container to put your exchanged cookies in.  As many cookies you bring, you will bring 
that same amount home.  If you are participating in the sock exchange:  Buy a cheap pair of Christmas socks, fill 
them with $15 worth of small items, tie them in a bow, put them in a paper brown bag, and make sure the bag is 
sealed.  We will each pick out a bag, open up our gifts, and then take a photo of all of us with our new Christmas 
socks.  We have had so much fun with this event so please come!  All women are invited.  Please sign up for the 
Christmas party at the Information desk so we can have a headcount.  Remember, all women of Grace Church are 
members of Women Of Grace!  Merry Christmas and a Most Happy New Year!! Amy LeGreve 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Chris Blimel introduced Brian and Sandy Way to you. I met Brian and Sandy 
one Sunday when I introduced myself to them. Brain and Sandy moved here a 
year ago from Howell, Michigan to be closer to their grandchildren.  They have 
two married daughters, one in Saukville where their two grandchildren are and 
they also have one on the way. Their other daughter is in Michigan.  They have a 
therapy dog named Lucy.  Sandy is a retired middle school English teacher and 
Brian is a retired sheet metal fabricator who did work on cruise missile engines. 

They moved from a farm in Michigan where they ran a farm day camp for 
kids for 23 years. They were 4-H leaders for 13 years.  Their girls competed in horse competitions and showed 
all kinds of animals and crafts. 

Sandy enjoys gardening, all kinds of crafts, and animals.  Brian likes to kayak, fish, do carpentry, and I know 
for a fact that he swims at the YMCA.  The first time I saw him in the pool, when I was in the pool too, I wasn’t 
sure it was him because he looked different without glasses and clothes on. It was bugging me so I finally 
asked him if it was him and thank goodness it was him. 

Brian and Sandy went to a Lutheran Church in Michigan and were looking for a church here.  They were 
not comfortable with the Lutheran ones here and when Stephanie Kahlenberg was cutting Sandy’s hair one 
day she suggested trying here at Grace.  They came and felt comfortable and have been attending on a regular 
basis. They like Pastor Kim’s personality, his aura, and how welcoming he is. 

Please help me in welcoming Brian and Sandy to our Grace Church family. 

 
Robb, Jacob and Nicole Herda are excited to introduce to you 

Cal MacAuley and Taylor Lechler 
 Cal—is a student at LTC where she is studying Welding and 

the Student Body President!  She does welding and fabrication, 
along with a work study and welding lab. In the little free time 
she has, Cal enjoys playing board games.  Cal also plays guitar 
and sings—we will get to enjoy her music in church the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving. 

 Taylor works at the CP center here in Two Rivers. She likes to 
sing, decorate cakes, craft, paint, and getting to volunteer. Taylor 
enjoys watching “This is Us” and at this time of year--- the 
Hallmark Christmas movie channel (which I can relate to).  Taylor 

can be seen walking the dogs around Two Rivers no matter the weather.  
 Cal and Taylor enjoy camping—they have a pop up, kayaking, deer hunting when they have a place to go, 

volunteering, and their two dogs—Atticus and Nyxy. They volunteered for our Vacation Bible school this 
summer—and when I was in a pinch during a Miracle League game—they came onto the field and jumped 
right in!  

 Cal and Taylor were looking for a church that was open and affirming to them being part of the LGBTQ 
community—they saw that Grace was on a list, but didn’t pursue it. Then they met their back door neighbor—
Colie and her family. Cal talked to Colie one day asking if Grace would be a place for them, and they tried it out 
and loved it since day one. Taylor says she likes that everyone is friendly and welcoming. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Keith & Cheryl Barneson introduced Hannah Morse.  We first met 
Hannah on an ASP trip 4 years ago when we went to McCreary County, 
Kentucky.  Her church was not doing a mission trip that year so she was 
looking for opportunities to serve.  She heard PK speak about ASP at 
Bethlehem UCC and since she had never been to Kentucky before, decided to 
go with us that year.  One of the first things we learned about Hannah is that 
she raises and shows chickens.   

Hannah is a full time student at LTC studying business management and 
works 20 to 30 hours a week at Fox Communities Credit Union.  She has been 
active in 4H, and later this month will be presented with the Key Award, 
which is 4H's highest award for leadership.  She will be closing on her first 
home at the end of November. 

She met Austin Holshbach on that first ASP Trip to McCreary County, 
and last year when we were back in McCreary County, Austin proposed to 
Hannah.  They are planning to be married in August of 2021.  She also has a 
dog named Rora. 

She is planning to continue her involvement in ASP and Gen. G, and would be interested in other mission 
opportunities, being a reader, usher or working in the nursery as time goes by. 

Please welcome Hannah Morse to our Grace Congregational church family. 
 

Masha Heuer took the privilege of introducing to all of you her dear friend, Kay Bero.  Kay and her 
husband Bill (a retired Two Rivers police officer) were born 
and raised in Two Rivers.  They have two adult children.  
Brett, who is a sergeant at Stillwater Prison in Minnesota, 
and Bridget, who is a manager with a company that plans 
for and makes the credentials for such events as the Super 
Bowl, The Final Four, Nascar races etc.  
 Kay has worked at several different places since high 
school, The Two Rivers Hospital and the Manitowoc Clinic. 
She had several bouts with cancer and since that time has 
been doing the job she really loves. Kay has been a nanny 
for several different families.  All of the kids love her like she 
was their grandma.   
 Kay first came to Grace for a Christmas Eve service.  

She loved the welcoming spirit of all of you and the beautiful music.  She feels that she belongs here.  I know 
that you will love her as much as my family does. Welcome, Kay. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Jennisa Novitski introduced you to one of our newest 
families, the Baskens. Melissa and Brian have been married 
for 13 years. Together they enjoy camping, snowboarding and 
going deer hunting. Melissa owns Hello 

Beautiful Salon in Francis Creek and Brian is a sheet 
metal worker at Crafts in Manitowoc. They have 3 children: 
Brianna is 7, Ella is 5, and Henry is 2. All three children enjoy 
being outdoors whether it’s camping or running around 
playing in the woods by their house. They also are big animal 
lovers and love to do anything that has to do with animals. 

I met the Baskens when Melissa and I became co-
leaders of our daughters’ Girl Scout Troop in fall of 2017. At 
some point after one of our meetings our faith came up and I 
told Melissa how happy I was that I had finally found the right 
church for our family. She began asking more questions here 
and there as she didn’t care for the church she was also 
looking for the right fit for her family. I encouraged her to 
enroll her girls in VBS this summer, which she did. They began 
coming to worship on Sundays shortly after. Melissa 
immediately felt very welcomed by all of our friendly 

members. She likes that our services are easy to follow using the bulletins and tvs up front. Instilling and living 
out the ideals of service and helping others is also of importance to Melissa and she appreciates that we do a 
lot of that here at Grace. Please join me in welcoming the Baskens! 

 
We will be introducing Joe & Lisa Stodola and Mark Schmitt in our next newsletter! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 1 Jill Richmond 
 Joel Evenson 
 2 Richard Ertman 
Trevor Schlise 

Megan Christensen 
 3 Melvin Erickson 
 Judie Root 
 5 Alanna Duvall 
 6 Brad Seefeldt 
 7 Amanda Kimmes 
Adam Kimmes 
 8 Andrea Allington 
 Jason Allington 
 Rachel Guex 
 Clare Schuette 
 Nicole Drew 
10  Ashton Peterson 
11 Sarah Coenen 
 Austin Lawhon 
 Wendy Smith 
12 Lydia Snyder 
Tim Klein 
Kaleb Heuer 
13 Donna Fehrman 
 Sophia Grumann 
Chris Lewis 
Owen Heuer 
Tabitha Seefeldt 
Jim Reif 
14 Gary Chaloupka 
15 Noah Wisnowski 
16 Todd Tome 
17 Marcia Robbins 
18 Joyce Tome 

 Bill Hampton-Gregory 
 Jon Backus 
19 Randy Meissner 
20 Allison Gallagher 
22 Bruce Suettinger 
Lana Linzmeier 
Connie Steffen 
Colleen Collins 
25 Jack Goedjen 
 Holly Pietenpol 
Olivia Duvall 
 
26 Mark Kornely 
Nicholas Wagner 
27 Jim Bohman 
28 Beckett Evenson 
30 Kelcie Shimulunas 
Chelcea Boesiger 
30 Alexander Richmond 
 Mark Rhein 
31 Joe Brandt 
Laura Steeber 
Shane Kahlenberg 
Colin Griffin 
Ron Eggers 
 

 
18 John & Gail Schanilec 
24 Scott & Jill DeRosier 
28 Don & Brenda DeBruyn 
Max & Colisa Onderbeke 
29 James & Barbee Lester 
31 Mike & Becky Price 

 

 
 

 

  
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  ReSTORE OPENING 
Manitowoc County Habitat for Humanity has opened its new resale facility at 1209 S. 41st Street in 
Manitowoc (between Custer and Calumet Avenues).  The Restore will be open from 10 am to 6 pm 

Thursdays and Fridays for sales and will accept donated items on Wednesdays.  If you are interested 
in volunteering to help staff the facility, call Jean Wakefield at 683-8466 or email 

director@manitowochabitat.org 
 

mailto:director@manitowochabitat.org


 

 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL 
FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS 

HOSPITALIZED 
     Diana Reynolds was a patient at St. Vincent 
Hospital in Green Bay.  

Joan Dewey had surgery and is recovering at 
home 

Ellen Lewellyn was patient at Aurora Memorial 
Hospital in Sheboygan and is now recovering at home.   

Greg Moreau was a patient at Aurora Bay Care in 
Green Bay and is now back home. 

Bob Randerson had out-patient surgery this week. 

Don Lewellyn had out-patient surgery this week. 
 

OUR SYMPATHY 

Arliene Stroud, a member of our community 
since 1944, died on Saturday, November 10.  We offer 
our sympathy to Arliene's children (Karen, Amy and 
David) and family.   A memorial service is scheduled 
for Saturday, December 1 at 11:00 a.m. here at Grace 
Congregational United Church of Christ. 

 
A GRIEF TO SHARE 

We offer our prayers to Ryan and Jessica 
Schroeder as they grieve the death of Jessica’s uncle, 
Keith Groelle  

BAPTISM 

Briella Rain, the daughter of Kyle and Olivia 
Gauthier, was baptized. Her grandparents are Ronda 
Hall, James & Karie Kobel, Judy Hall, Jim & Sandy 
Barbeau, Jim Gauthier, Sandy Hein-Gauthier, Francis & 
Cheryl Klein, Aurettia Kobel and Kathy Giese.  Chosen 
as godparents for Briella are Cassandra Hawkins, Josh 
Ducat, Austin Holschbach and Hannah Morse. 

 
RENEWAL OF WEDDING VOWS 

In celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary (the 
actual date of their wedding is November 30, 1968), 
Jerry and Dorothy Holschbach renewed their wedding 
vows in our sanctuary yesterday afternoon.  We 
celebrate their enduring love and faithfulness. 

 
 

 

 

 

HOST WEEK 

      Hope House  The next host week is December 

2nd-8th.  The White board is up.  Looking for generous 

volunteers to help.  Let me Thank You in advance for 

your continued dedication to this project. 

 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON GROUP 

We would like to invite ALL women of the 
church to our Women’s Luncheon Group.   

Announcements are usually in the bulletin and in 
the newsletter. If you need a ride we can usually provide 
it. December 11th  we are going to be at Kurtz’sin 
Two Rivers at 11:30 a.m. Contact Chris Blimel at 793-
2204 or Sandy Monka at 553-2047 if you will be going. 

 

 
Senior Lunch and  

Bingo on Tuesday, December 4
th

 at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 

THE LAKESHORE MEMORY CAFÉ  
WILL MEET NOVEMBER 7, 2018 

 
Katie from Glaze & Paint Art Studio will be assisting 

us in creating a fall decoration. We’ll gather Wednesday, 
November 7, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Manitowoc 
Public Library’s Balkansky Room (707 Quay St). There is 
no charge and all are welcome. Find us on Facebook. 
Safe, Social, Supportive; working to make Manitowoc 
County more dementia friendly. 

 



 

 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS OFFERING:  WHAT IF? FOUNDATION 
About 10 years ago, your Mission and Outreach Board first provided you an opportunity to contribute to the What 

If? Foundation in Haiti.  We first learned of this mission through the Rev. Dr. Fred Trost and his daughter, Margaret.  On 
two occasions, we invited Margaret into our midst (she lives in California) to explain the work being done in Haiti and to 
answer questions.  Two years ago, a couple of our members visited Port a Prince to observe first-hand the food service 
and school.  We feel strongly about the importance of this opportunity. 

 
Here is a recent letter we received from the What If? Foundation. 
Dear Friend of the What If? Foundation, 

As we prepare to gather with family and friends around a Thanksgiving meal, I find myself reflecting on a moment that 
passed in the Father Jeri School cafeteria last week. 
 Lavarice Gaudin, Na Rivé’s Program Director, shared a conversation he heard as high school students were eating the 
nutritious daily lunch you make possible. It’s rare for Haitians to talk about hunger, even though it is a daily reality for 
millions. But on that day, 15-year-old Carmelle expressed what so many feel: 
 “This food is so important. Without it, how would we make it? What would we do? I’m thankful for the people who 
provide these meals.”   
Carmelle is like so many other Haitian children: her parents both work hard but struggle to survive. They despair every 
day that their child will go hungry. What sets Carmelle apart is your continued support.  
 It was nearly 19 years ago when our food program began serving a single meal a week to 500 of the world’s most 
impoverished children. With love, perseverance and commitment, the program now serves over 5,000 meals a week: to 
the students and staff at the Father Jeri School, the hundreds of children who eat every weekday afternoon at the 
recently built community cafeteria next door, and the dozens of displaced families who visit our food pantry.  

For Carmelle, you make all the difference. Help us keep food on the table for her and for the children of Ti Plas 
Kazo. Just 75 cents keeps a child from going hungry tomorrow. 
As has been the case from the beginning, food program meals are 
prepared with great care by Na Rivé’s devoted cooking team. Rice, beans, 
fresh vegetables and herbs, spices, and the occasional meat or fish are 
purchased locally, helping Haitian farmers and their families.  

 Father Jeri School teachers witness the nourishing effects of the 
food program every day in the classroom. It’s a testament to Father Jeri’s 
wisdom all those years ago, when he said to What If founder Margaret 
Trost: “First we feed the children, we keep them alive. Then, we build 
the school.” The combination of reliable nutrition and excellent education 
is so essential, and yet rare in Haiti. But we know it works: Father Jeri 
students achieved an extraordinary 99% pass rate on their government 
exams last year. A remarkable feat (given the national average is 66%) 
which has created excitement and pride among the students and the 
entire community. 

 It’s an ambitious goal to fund both the food program and a school 
that serves children from Pre-Kindergarten through high school 
graduation. But it’s this unique combination of nutrition and education 
that makes transformation possible. We are determined and inspired to 
continue making such a direct difference in so many lives. 
 
Thank you for supporting this fundamental work. Your donation this Christmas season will nourish Carmelle’s future, 
and that of the children and families in her community. 
  
With season’s greetings and gratitude,   
 Suzanne AlbergaExecutive Director 
www.whatiffoundation.org 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?WhatIfFoundation/87f91c8a83/489c88cef0/2e8109ac4e


 

 

SkiBrule  

Snow Skiing and Snow Boarding 
Friday, January 18, 2019 

Our annual ski trip is headed to a new mountain this year. Grace Congregational Church is hosting a trip to 

SkiBrule on Friday, January 18, 2019.  We will travel by coach bus, departing from Grace Congregational 

Church at 5:45 a.m. The bus will be ready for loading at 5:30 a.m. We will arrive back by 5:30 p.m.  You must 

be on time for departure or forfeit $24 for the bus ride.  

 

The cost for everyone is $44. Whether you have your own skis or whether you need to rent them. The $44. 

Includes bus ride, ski rental, (or board rental), helmet, lift ticket, ski lessons and a small lunch. Additional food 

may be purchased or you can bring a sack lunch. Adults ski for same price.     

 

Here’s how the program works at SkiBrule.  Everyone, skilled or not, needs to receive a brief instruction. If you 

handle yourself and skis well, you will be sent off to the hill. If you need further instructions, those will be 

available. Ski lessons are included in the price. No board lessons are available.  

 

Participants traveling alone must be in at least 6
th

 grade. No rude behavior is allowed.  Younger children may 

come if accompanied by an adult.  A child must be at least 10 years old to receive a group lesson. Give 

registration form/money/copy of insurance card to Pastor Kim Henning. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:                           E-Mail: ___________________________________________                                             

Check Appropriate Boxes 

I am interested in being a ___ Snow Skier or ___ Snow Boarder. 

____I have my own skis; ____I need to rent skis (fill out back side) 

___ I have my own snowboard; ____I need to rent a snowboard (fill out back side) 

Helmets are required---and included in our ski rate. 

Rental of poles is $5. 

Lunch (included!): hot dog, chips and fountain soda. 

Cost Per Skier:  $44 

As parent/guardian of ________________________________ I give my permission for him/her to 

participate in the ski trip to SkiBrule on January 18, 2019. In case of an emergency occasioned by illness, 

accident, or injury, I give the chaperons permission to grant consent for needed medical attention by the 

nearest physician and/or hospital.  

 

Medical conditions that a physician should be aware of: _________________________________ 

Insurance Company                               Insurance Identification #                  __   

Insurance Company Phone Number:  _______________________________________________ 

Other Vital Medical Information:   _________________________________________________                                                             

 

Father’s Phone Number                       Mother’s Phone Number:_______________________________                          

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:                                        Date:   _     ____________ 

(Attach a copy of your insurance card) 

Amount Enclosed: ________________ (make checks out to Grace Congregational Church) 

 


