
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY MEETING 
 

The Trustees would like to sit down and talk 

with our church family after both services on 

January 14th.  They wish to update us on the 

decisions they are making that impact all of us. 

 

 

 
“LIFE TOGETHER” 

 
I’m not putting this off any longer.    About ten years ago, Helen Dicke-Krivacek said that we should study 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book, “Life Together.”  Helen was a life-long member of our church.  She died a few years 

ago.  In addition to lots of other church activities, Helen regularly participated in our study classes. 

In one of the books we read, the author talked about Dietrich Bonhoeffer and that small book, “Life Together.”  

Helen said, “We ought to read that.”  I did not respond.   

Life Together instructs Christians on the art of being a Christian community.  If you thought that Sunday 

morning worship is all that matters for Christians, this book will challenge you.  If you’re looking for a book to read 

while watching television, you should leave this one on the shelf.  Though it’s thin and uses readable words, this 

book will take you deeper into what it means to be a community of believers.  

What should you know about this book?  It was written in Germany during World War II.  Life Together is a 

collage of beliefs and practices that Bonhoeffer used while leading  a seminary that the German government 

eventually shut-down.   Unlike many study books used by the church, Bonhoeffer tells no stories about himself, his 

family, his friends, or the struggles the German church endured.  This book instructs us about a way of life that 

Bonhoeffer knew to be demanding.    

What should you know about Dietrich Bonhoeffer.   Public Television has featured him in a documentary.  He 

is often quoted by Christian thinkers, both conservative and progressive.  Though he lived just 39 years before 

being killed, his writings and thoughts have made a huge impact upon the church.    

It has bothered me that years ago I did not respond to Helen’s request for a book study on Life Together.  I am 

not a scholar, but I love scripture and I enjoy being with people who care for the church, and I am prepared to offer 

you two ways to engage this book. 

In this year’s Lenten devotional, I have excerpted 46 paragraphs from Bonhoeffer’s book, and written a 

reflection on each.  I hope you’ll join me as we wrestle with some thought-provoking ideas.  As an added 

dimension to this year’s devotional, I have invited friends to write the prayers in this year’s resource. 

Second, beginning February 12, our Monday Study Classes will study Life Together.  Though older, more 

reasonable copies of his book are available, we will offer for your purchase a recent translation for $21. Our 

Monday Class sessions will be an opportunity for you to engage in this material with me and others.   

I close with two quotes by Dietrich Bonhoeffer?  “Judging others makes us blind, whereas love is illuminating. 

By judging others we blind ourselves to our own evil and to the grace which others are just as entitled to as we 

are.”  

 “Nothing that we despise in other(s) is inherently absent from ourselves. We must learn to regard people less in 

the light of what they do or don't do, and more in light of what they suffer.” 

 

 
Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 

 

Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 

 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

2801 GARFIELD ST. TWO RIVERS 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 

8:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:15AM; ADULT STUDY 9:30 AM 

PHONE: 920-553-1222~~WEBSITE: WWW.GRACEUCC.ORG 

Church Email: unitedchurchofchristgrace@gmail.com 

Pastor Henning Email: khenning1956@gmail.com                                                                                             

Pastor Colie Email: pastorcolie@gmail.com 

 
FEBRUARY 2018 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING---FEBRUARY 4 

 
Sunday February 4th is the Souper Bowl of Caring. The Two Rivers Pantry depends on this event to stock our 

shelves with much needed soup. It’s easy and simple to participate in this nationwide event—congregations, schools, 

businesses and organizations can make a difference at our Pantry. This soup collection will help us keep our shelves 

stocked. So on February 4th bring soup and/or money to your church. 

http://www.graceucc.org/
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The Year of John 

 
As a church, we follow a series of readings called the “Narrative Lectionary”. (If you remember this, and you know 

what it means, skip to the next paragraph.) Otherwise, here is a reminder: A “Lectionary” is the series of readings for 

Sunday morning worship. Pastor Kim and I don’t choose what Bible passages to preach on; rather the order is prescribed 

to us in a lectionary. Many churches use the “Revised Common Lectionary” (RCL) - Methodists, Presbyterians, 

Episcopalians, most Lutherans, and many UCC churches follow the RCL. Even Catholics use a version of it. But a few 

years ago, we decided to switch to a different series, called the Narrative Lectionary, which tells the Bible story in 

chronological order - starting with the Old Testament every fall, until we get to Jesus’s birth at Christmas, then the life of 

Jesus from Christmas to Easter, then stories of the early church from Easter until Pentecost. The intention is for us not to 

just learn the individual stories each Sunday, but to have a better idea of how the whole of the Bible fits together to tell 

one story of God in our world.  

The Narrative Lectionary follows a 4 year cycle, one year for each of the 4 Gospels. We are now in the fourth year - 

the “Year of John”. As this winter was approaching, knowing that we would soon transition from Old Testament to New, I 

have to admit that I was a little apprehensive. The Gospel of John is not my favorite of the gospel stories. 

John is sometimes known as the “Spiritual” Gospel. In John, Jesus often talks in lofty metaphors and symbolism. 

For example, Jesus’s famous “I AM ___” statements, such as  “I am the bread of life”.... “I am the light of the world”..... 

“I am the resurrection and the life”..... all come from John (for context and more examples, see John 6:35; 8:12; 9:5; 10:7, 

9; 10:11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1). Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus uses beautiful metaphors and amazing “signs” 

(turning water into wine, for example) to show he is God, but sometimes it seems too lofty and symbolic. Not as real-

world oriented or gritty as he is in some of the other gospels. However, the symbolism and poetry of Jesus’s divinity does 

have its place in faith, and I know many Christians appreciate that. 

The real hesitation I have about the Gospel of John is the way he writes about a particular group of people he calls 

“The Jews”. “The Jews” in the Gospel of John feel threatened by Jesus, are often out to get him, and are ultimately to 

blame for putting him to death. And for hundreds of years, these passages in John have been used by Christians to defend 

oppression and discrimination of the Jewish people. And that is what I really don’t like about it. 

But as our own Karl Kuhn would tell us, it is important to understand a few things about the historical context of 

our Bible stories, and be careful not to read too much of our modern situation into it. Understanding more about the 

community to which the Gospel of John was being written, and what was happening at the time it was written, can help us 

get a clearer vision of why the story was written this way.  

I don’t have enough space here to fully dive into this issue. But for now, let me just say that using our faith to justify 

any kind of discrimination and oppression is wrong, and directly against Jesus’s messages of love, peace, and welcome. 

I’ve attached some other places to find resources below if you would like to dig into this conversation more. And if 

you would like to talk about it more in person, please let me know. I am always glad to have conversations about faith, or 

the Bible, or life, or all of the above. 

 

God Bless, Pastor Colie 

https://www.bu.edu/today/2013/beauty-and-anti-semitism-the-gospel-of-john/ 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/sorry-america-youre-wrong-the-jews-did-not-kill-jesus 

 

 

PARENTS’ SUPPORT GROUP - MOVIE NIGHT 

 
The Parents' Support Group is a place for parents and families in our church to connect, learn, build relationships, and 

offer support to one another! We alternate "family fun events" with more learning/educational ones. Any family with 

children from infant through high school are invited to join us. 
We will meet next on Friday, Feb 2 for a family movie night. We will gather at the church beginning at 5 p.m. for 

supper. We will have pizza and popcorn; please bring your own beverages. And, kids can bring pjs, blankets, pillows, etc, 

for comfy movie watching. The movie is yet to be determined but will be one good for kids of any age. And while the 

kids watch the movie, the grown ups will have some time to be together.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.bu.edu/today/2013/beauty-and-anti-semitism-the-gospel-of-john/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/sorry-america-youre-wrong-the-jews-did-not-kill-jesus


CONFIRMATION UPDATES 
 

Please note that as Lent starts this month, our weekly schedule will be changing! 
February 7: This is the final class at the “regular times”: 4:00-5:10 or 6:20-7:30 
**February 14:  ASH WEDNESDAY (All students meet at 5pm-7:20).** We will have one class all together then 

attend Ash Wednesday service. At that service, classmate Sophia Kraynek will be baptized. 
For the rest of the year, class times will be at 4:00-5:00 OR 5:15-6:15; followed by 6:30 Eccumenical worship services. 

Youth must attend 2 of these worship services (with their mentor) 
Classes at 4:00-5:00 OR 5:15-6:15; 
worship services 6:30-7:15 at local churches 
February 21: Mentor Night. Classes at 4:00-5:00 OR 5:15-6:15; worship at 6:30 at Grace Congregational 
February 28: Classes at 4:00-5:00 OR 5:15-6:15; worship at 6:30 at Calvary Lutheran 
**Friday, March 2, 6pm-Saturday, March 3, 7:30am: Church lock-in!! 

 

CHILDREN’S COMMUNION EDUCATION (“FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES”) 

 
Is your child ready for communion? 

 
At Grace Congregational United Church of Christ, we celebrate an Open Communion. What that means is that 

literally, our communion is open—anyone who wishes to participate in the sacrament with us may do so, regardless of 

age, membership status, education, or any other factor. We believe that through his life and teaching, Jesus showed that he 

placed no restrictions on people coming to him and knowing him. Through the practice of Communion, we experience 

and know Jesus to be present with us. So if you want to come, come! 

At the same time, we recognize the importance of education around our practices—we want to teach all our members 

(adults and children alike) the stories of our faith and why we do what we do. Every year, shortly before Easter, we offer 

Communion Education classes to teach our children about the importance of this particular aspect of our faith together. 

These classes can be for children preparing to take their “First Communion,” and for children who have already been 

taking communion with us to learn more about why we do it too. 

Often, parents worry about their children taking communion. Will they respect what is happening? Will they 

understand? How do I know when they are ready?  

There is no age limit for Communion here at Grace Congregational Church. Each family can decide for themselves 

what is the “right age” for their children to begin taking the sacrament. On average in our congregation, most children 

take the communion classes and being participating in Communion around 1st or 2nd grade. But again, there is no rule or 

limit. Some families choose to start earlier, some choose to wait. 

So how do you know what age is right for your child and for your family?  Here are somethings to consider: 

•Does your child seem interested in what is happening during communion? Are they watchful of what the community is 

doing? Have they asked questions about what is happening? 

•Have they requested to participate? If a child is eager and excited about church and worship, and is asking to be involved, 

no matter what the age, this should be encouraged! 

•Think about Communion for yourself, and talk with your other family members: What do you believe is happening? Why 

is communion important for you?  

•Remember that although we can learn about Communion, much of our practice of sacraments is considered “Holy 

Mystery”. No matter how old we are, there is always more we can learn about our faith—there is really no point in our 

lives that we are “old enough” to have it all figured out! 

 

Blessings to you, parents, as you make these decisions along your journey of faith. Our pastors are always willing to 

discuss this with you further—please let us know! 

This year’s Communion Classes will be offered on Mondays in February and March, Feb 19 and 26, and March 5 and 12, 

4-5pm. See Pastor Colie with questions. Call the church office 553-1222, or email Pastor Colie (pastorcolie@gmail.com) 

to register your child for the class. 
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FAITH CONNECTIONS ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Starting in February is our new Adult Sunday School class, Faith Connections. Our conversations will make 

connections between our faith and the things that are happening in our everyday lives and the wider world. Every few 

weeks, we will have a new theme to base our conversations around.  
Our first topic is Social Media and the “Internet World”. Whether any of us personally are on social media 

platforms like Facebook or YouTube, there is no escaping that many people are plugged into these places on the 

internet, and that is affecting our modern culture in a big way. Some of the questions this Sunday School class will 

address are: How are today’s young people using social media (and are teenagers really “addicted” to it)? How are 

people using and misusing these social networking platforms? Especially in light of the over abundance of TV and 

movie programming, how do we as people of faith consume TV or movies, and is there anything that we can learn 

about our faith from these media? How can we use the internet to help us build community? How should the Church 

respond to all of this? 
We will meet between services, at 9:30am in the Youth Room (off the Fellowship Hall, next to the Kitchen). 

We will have coffee, tea, and donuts! 
If there is something faith-related that you have always had questions about, or an issue from the “real world” that 

you wish the church would talk more about, this might be a good topic for future conversations! Please talk to Pastor 

Colie. 
 

ECCUMENICAL LENTEN WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

This year’s theme: “FAITH IN ANXIOUS TIMES” 
 

February 21: Worship at Grace Congregational UCC, preacher Fr. Tom Reynebeau 
February 28: Worship at Calvary Lutheran, preacher Pastor Jane Sommers 
March 7: Worship at the chapel at Holy Family Hospital, preacher Pastor Kim Henning 
March 14: Worship at Zion United Methodist (in Mishicot), preacher Pastor Vicki Fink 
March 21: Worship at St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, preacher Rev. Dan Borchers 

 

MISSION/WORK TRIP TO TEXAS 

 

On August 25-29, 2017 Hurricane Harvey struck the coastline of Texas.  Immediately after the hurricane, your 

Mission and Outreach Board received an offering so we could express our support for those in need.   

Now, we are prepared to go the next step---a mission/work trip to Texas.  On March 17
th
, upwards of 15 of us 

will head to Port Arthur, TX where we will work on a church’s rental properties that were destroyed by the hurricane.  

We are working out specific work/housing/travel details together. 

What we know now is that we will leave March 16/17 and return March24/25.  The group (ten of us) that 

initially gathered determined that we would fund ourselves rather than organize fund-raising projects.  Our next 

meeting will be on February 12 at 5:30 p.m.  Sleeping space in Texas is limited to 15.  Individuals can register their 

interest by making a down payment of $50 *(payable to Grace Congregational Church, memo:  Texas Mission Trip).  

The final cost is unknown…..we presume it will be about $250.  Questions?  Contact Annie Kleman at 

anij.kleman@gmail.com or Pastor Kim ASAP 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 

Mark your calendars!  The Confirmation Class Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser is Monday, February 13 from 4:00-

7:00 pm at Two Rivers Family Restaurant.  Advance ticket sales will be available each Sunday until February 12 after 

both services or from any of our confirmation youth.  Tickets will also be available at the door.   The cost of the dinner 

is $8.00 and includes spaghetti, garlic bread, dessert and a beverage.   Take a night off from cooking and support our 

confirmation class!  We hope to see you there!! 
 

mailto:anij.kleman@gmail.com


 
 

JANUARY 14, YOUR TRUSTEES REPORTED TO OUR CONGREGATION 

 ON THE 2018 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN. 

A summation…. 

The Trustees have reviewed the results of stewardship campaign for 2018 and recognize a potential shortfall $23,347. 

   

What have we already done?    

We offered minimal salary increases of 1-2%.  We would have like to given more because we have good 

employees.  We made budget cuts in areas we felt would not reduce the effectiveness of our church’s ministry .   

What is beyond our control?   

Health care costs; property insurance; snow removal; utilities; two generous families moved out of town, one is in 

poor health. 

Why are we coming to you?   

As your Trustees, we met three times and thought it best to be upfront.  We had a $6,000 positive cash flow in 

2017.  We have a small surplus to take us into 2018.  But we concur that if we don’t respond at this time of year, 

we could end up in December with a deficit.   

How can you help?   

1) Pray; 

2)  2) Make a one-time contribution above your pledge and indicate in the check memo, 2018 Shortfall;  

3)  Consider an increase to your pledge.  If you decide to increase your pledge, please tear-off and return the 

bottom portion of this form to our church or to our financial secretary, Chris Blimel. 

 

 2017 

Budget 

2017 

Actual 

2018 

Estimate 

% Increase 

 

 

 

Receipts $412,000 $402,524 $391,600 (5%) 

 

Expenses $409,385 $396,364 $414,947 1.4% 

 

Balance $2,615 $6,160 ($23,347)  
 

 

 Please complete a new Pledge Card and give to Chris Blimel 

 Please write on your Check Memo, 2018 Shortfall 

 Pray for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 

                   
____________________________________________________________________________(tear off) 
 
I am able to increase my weekly/monthly (circle one) giving to $_______________, making my 2018 commitment a total 

of $_________________________. 

_____________________________________________ 
Signature 

Grace Congregational United Church of Christ 
Financial Secretary 

2801 Garfield Street, Two Rivers, WI  54241 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PLEDGE CARDS RETURNED AS OF DECEMBER 17, 2017 

 

MATTHEW & HEATHER ANDERSON 

RANDY & JEANNE BREY  

SUE DEKOK 

BILL & JEANNE HEINSOHN 

ISY HENRICKSON 

BRAD HOLTZ 

MARLENE MARKOWSKI 

BRETT & JANET MARX 

GESINE & GARY MCVEY 

RANDY & MARY KAY MEISSNER 

GREG MOREAU 

ANTON & HOLLY PIETENPOL 

JACK & JEANINE POWALISZ 

JERRY & AMY SISEL 

CHERIE STIEFVATER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

United Church Camps, Incorporated CAMPital Campaign 
Grace Congregational Church has been invited to contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund campaign for the upkeep and 

improvement of our two church camps in Wisconsin, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center.   We are grateful to individuals who recognize 

the value of Outdoor Ministry and have chosen to contribute to this campaign.  Through December of 2016, our records show that 

individuals have made contributions totaling $71,990.  BRAVO!   THANK YOU!  We are nearly a quarter of the way towards our 

goal.   

Notable Expenses in December 

 Northeast Association U.C.C. Membership Dues:  $2,705 

  (this is a per-member assessment) 

 Snow Removal in December     $1,271 

 Badger Office Supply (service contract)    $500 
 

We are glad to report that members at Grace Congregational Church made contributions totaling $2,980 towards the What 

If? Foundation (Haiti) in December.  Thank you 

************************************************************************************************* 

MISSION GIVING IN 2017 
The church exists to further the Mission and Ministry and Spirit of Jesus Christ. Here is a snapshot of some of the giving that 

represents your faith in Christ .   
 Our Church’s Wider Mission:   $41,000 

 Neighbors In Need:    $1,719 

 Strengthen the Church  $1,667 

 Christmas Fund   $1,860 

 One Great Hour of Sharing $2,46 

 United Church of  Christ Hurricane Relief:   $3,850 

 Corpus Christi Food Bank   $2,402 

 (included in these last two is Memorial Money from the family of Ric Heuer) 

 Two Rivers Ecumenical Food Patnry  $2,964 

 Habitat for Humanity:    $693 

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 

Total 2017 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational UCC:                                             $409,385 
Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                              $30,750 
Pledged Income Received in December:                                               $35,308 
 
Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our day to day ministry at Grace 
Congregational Church.  Members are expected to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

 

CHURCH CABINET 
Moderator, Don DeBruyn Treasurer, Linda Justema 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel Trustee Chair, Dave Loomis/ Mickey Velecke 

Diaconate Chair,  Hope Boudnik   Board of Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch 

Mission & Outreach Chair, Joe DeGroot Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, Bill Heinsohn 

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, Paul Schmid 

 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL -- KIDS UCC 
 

KIDS UCC is our new child-led worship service! Our next one will be February 18 during Sunday School, so starting 

at 9:15am (yes, this is a Sunday school service and so we will still have our regular 8am and 10:30am worship that day 

too). Children will be serving in leadership roles such as ushers, greeters, scripture readers, TAC time hosts, and others. If 

your child would like to serve in any of these roles, please talk to Pastor Colie or one of the member of the Board of 

Christian Ed. We will be assigning parts soon so children know what to practice. Parents, grandparents, and other 

congregation members are encouraged to join us for the service! Our next date for KIDS UCC will be April 1 (Easter). 

 

********************************************************************************************** 

PINE HAVEN MEN'S CHORUS: 
 

On February 18 at both services a group from the Sheboygan Falls area will be sharing their music with us. The Pine 

Haven Men's Chorus prepares a Christian concert each year to share with area churches. They spend January through May 

traveling each Sunday to glorify the Lord through song and testimony while supporting the ministry of the Pine Haven 

Christian Communities. For more information go to: http://www.pinehaven.org/pine-haven-mens-chorus/ 

 

************************************************************************************************** 

 

WOMEN OF GRACE NEWS AND NOTES 

 
The Women Of Grace will gather in our church's Fellowship Hall on Saturday, February 3rd at 9:00am.  After a 

brief meeting, a "PAINTING ON CANVAS' party will be led by Donna Weier.  It will cost $20 per person.  All supplies 

are included in the price. We are looking very much forward to this event!  We had so much fun last year!  

Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 3rd @ 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be discussing the 

Maundy Thursday Soup Supper on that date. 

Remember, that all women of Grace are members of Women Of Grace!  Please join us if you like, we would love to 

have you in our group!  Blessings,  Amy LeGreve and Renee Anderson 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

EQUAL EXCHANGE  

 

Have a Sweetheart? Valentines Day is almost here. 
        If you are “Sweet on Someone” be sure to pick up some chocolate from Equal Exchange, Sunday February 

11. Prices start at just $3. We even have a few things packaged up for your convenience. Nuts, coffee and tea 

are also available. 

****************************************************************************************** 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE 

 
Volunteers have been finishing renovations on a home on Flambeau Street in Manitowoc in partnership with a family 

in need.   Habitat’s office will be moving from First Presbyterian Church to a building on the corner of Clipper Drive and 

S. 41
st
 Street in Manitowoc, where Habitat plans to operate their resale store in the future.  A volunteer is needed for 

office help, to write thank you notes and perhaps answer the phone when the executive director has appointments or 

meetings.  If you could spare a few hours per month, please call Jean Wakefield at 683-8466. 

In 2018, Habitat plans to move and renovate a home in Manitowoc for another low-income family in need.  Habitat 

also offers home repairs to qualifying families with projects that volunteers can address.  Opportunities will also be 

available to help organize and operate the resale center.  Stay tuned for more information in the upcoming months. 

Thanks to those from Grace Congregational Church who contributed their time or money to Habitat’s ministry in 

2017.  And thank you for collecting your aluminum can tabs for Habitat and placing them in the bin located in the 

fellowship hall.  They are redeemed to help fund the mission of providing decent housing to people in need. 

 
  

http://www.pinehaven.org/pine-haven-mens-chorus/


 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 - Lou Ann Smith 

 Josh Kimmes 

 Adrianna Powalisz 

 2 - Andrew Wagner 

  Joshua Kuhn 

 3 - Carol Gruetzmacher 

 Luke Smith 

 5 - Jorie Windus 

 Eldon Riha 

 Norma Schoss 

 6 - Pam Wargin 

 Alissa Taylor 

Diane Grimmer 

 7 - McKenzie Kornely 

Laura Slickman 

 8 - Dave Loomis 

Keith Van Ess 

Olivia Mancheski 

13 - Keith Diedrich 

 Jackson Zich 

 Tom Christensen 

 Grace Backus 

Richard Ott 

James Schleif 

Betsy Freiberg 

14 - Levi Taylor 

 Valentina Stueck 

 Ryker Heimerl 

15 - Grace DeRosier 

 Larry Wensauer 

Amy Loomis 

Kristin Schuh 

Chris Sayeski 

16 - Aubry DeRosier 

17 - Auden Peterson 

 Saleena Gulseth 

19 - Wil Schmid 

 Minoka Skenandore-Veleke 

20- William Otto 

21 - Robert Steeber 

Brayden Laurin 

22 - Joyce Behnke 

 Lance Anderson 

23 - George Taylor 

Shelby Bohman 

  Flossie Luecker 

24 – Sara Schuh 

25 - Cathy Lambries 

26 - David Gallagher 

 Sandy Monka 

 Paul Smith 

 Sara Brey 

 Cheryl Barneson 

27 - Robert Herda 

  Clare Kuhn 

28 - Casey Rennert 

 Krystle Zich 

 Daniel Grant 

 Nicole Yanda 

 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
11 - John and Judy Lango 

14 - Gary and Gesine McVey 

14 - Keith and Cheryl Barneson 

20 – Stephen and Jennifer 

Wisnowski 

21 – David and Ann Kleman 

22- Jim and Jennifer Dewane 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THANKS to all who have volunteered for TAC time, ushering, greeting, or being a liturgist over the last 

months. We can always use more volunteers. If interested call the church office to sign up. 

 

A very special thank you to the Monday Bible Study Classes and everyone who gave so generously to help 

fill the children's Christmas Eve Treat Bags.  From the smiles and excitement I can tell you it was a great success. 

Sincerely, Larry & Kathy Peterson 

Emmaus 

Spirited People leading Spirited LivesSM 

 We are deeply grateful for the grant to continue to provide a Nollau-to-You training workshop to our 

employees this coming year. We truly appreciate your past and continuing support of our clients and our mission. 

Sincerely, Lisa A. Drier Chief Dev. Officer 

 Thank you for your generous donation. It allows us to continue our work, helping families facing food 

insecurity.  Blessings, Lynn Skarvan, Coordinator.  

 

Thank you’s received from Judie Root, & Kindred Hearts, To the Grace Christmas Carolers, and goodies that 

was delivered to us.  It was a wonderful surprise & we are so grateful of the thoughtfulness. 

 

Thank you very much for the wonderful donation of clothing needs for our students! It was so thoughtful & we 

appreciate the generosity! Sincerely, Koenig Elementary. 

           

Thank You from The Corpus Christi Food Bank! 
Our congregation responded following the devastating hurricanes of last fall by sending $2,402.50 to the 

Corpus Christi Food Bank, serving 11 surrounding counties. We received a thank you letter for our donations, 

saying the donation arrived in time to provide needed food giving many desperate people a happier holiday 

season.  The need is still there, as are envelopes found on the information desk if you would still like to contribute.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL 
FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS 

HOSPITALIZED 
Barbara Davidson has been released from the care of 

Aurora Medical Center.    

Gloria Jasper is a patient at Aurora Medical Center.  

Heidi Stradal had surgery week of January 14 at Holy 

Family Memorial Medical Center, and she continues her 

recovery at home.  

Gail Tremholm was a patient at Aurora Medical 

Center. 

Richard Dewey had surgery at Aurora Bay Care this 

week. 

 Steve Dresang was a patient at Aurora Medical 

Center.       

Pat Wichlacz was a patient at Aurora Bay Care in 

Green Bay.   

Gina Rohr had surgery at Aurora Memorial Hospital in 

Sheboygan.    

Jamie Tadych is a patient at Aurora Medical Center. 

 
OUR SYMPATHY 

A funeral service was held on Monday, January 29
th
 at 

Pilgrim United Church of Christ in Fond du Lac for Daniel 

Schmid, brother of Paul Schmid.  We offer our sympathy 

to Paul and Joan Schmid. 

We are grieved to learn of the death of Barbara 

Brunette, the mother of Sandy and Shawn Engleman.  A 

funeral service will be held in Brookfield on January 31.   
  

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM 

January 28
th
  we celebrate the baptism of Brian James 

Schramm, the son of Eric and Joy Schramm.  Surrounding 

Brian today are his parents Eric and Joy, grandparents, 

Beth and Allan Gauthier, Margo Anderson and the late 

Timothy Schramm, James Anderson, and Glenn Schlors.  

Godparents are Matt Schramm and Emily Cisneros 

 

 
The White Board is up!  Our next host week is 

February 11
th

 to February 17
th

, and we need YOU.  

Please check your calendars.  Valentine’s Day is that week, 

so consider giving from your heart by signing up for a shift 

at Hope House.   

POTENTIAL VOLUNTEERS: 

Think you may be able to help at Hope House, but not 

just sure about the hours, required training, responsibilities, 

etc.?  Betty Becker will be available after the early service 

today and Mickey Veleke after the late service to answer 

any questions you might have.  In addition, you are invited 

to stop in at Hope House from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. any 

evening of our assigned week of February 11
th
 – 17

th
 to get 

a lay of the land and input from our current volunteers. 

 

 
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON GROUP 

We would like to invite ALL women of the 

church to our Women’s Luncheon Group.   

Announcements are usually in the bulletin and 

in the newsletter. If you need a ride we can usually 

provide it. February 13th  we are going to be at 

Waverly in Two Rivers at 11:30 a.m. Contact 

Chris Blimel at 793-2204 or Sandy Monka at 553-

2047 if you will be going. 

 

“ A Senior Get-Together at  
Grace Congregational Church” 

 

Where: Our Church’s Fellowship Hall 

When: Tuesday, March 6, 2018  

1:30 to 3:00 pm 

Need Transportation?  

 Call 553-4051(Marsha Heuer) 

 or 645-3676 (Diane Eggers) 

RSVP: 

Call the Church Office: 553-1222 or Sign up at the  

 Information Center 

And watch for 

Senior Lunch & Bingo 

May 8, 2018 

Lunch 12:30 – 1:30 : Bingo 1:30 – 3:00 pm. 

THE LAKESHORE MEMORY CAFÉ WILL MEET 

FEBRUARY 7, 2018. 

Join us for a celebration of Mardi Gras with a Kings 

Cake and Bingo! We’ll gather Wednesday, February 7, 

from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Manitowoc Public Library’s 

Balkansky Room (707 Quay St). There is no charge and all 

are welcome. Find us on Facebook. Safe, Social, Supportive; 

working to make Manitowoc County more dementia friendly. 

 

 



 

GENERATION G 

 
Wednesdays throughout February and throughout lent, we will continue having Generation G Wednesday nights 

from 7-8pm in the high school youth room! Valentine’s Day AND Ash Wednesday both fall on February 14th.  

 

 We will be selling Seroogy Chocolate’s if you are interested in purchasing boxed chocolates, bunnies, lambs and 

fudge eggs for Easter gatherings . Chocolate will arrive before Palm Sunday so as long as you come to church— we will 

have it available in time for your Easter baskets. The money raised will go toward’s some of the service projects we 

participate in such as Relay for Life, sending mail to our military and college youth, and helping make retreats less 

expensive for our high school youth. Generation G will also be hosting our annual Easter Breakfast April 1st— no 

fooling. More information to come next month. 

 
EARTH CARE MINISTRY NEWS 

 
Grace Congregational Earth Care Ministry is making big plans for our first Earth 

Care Festival to be held on Saturday, April 14 from 10:00 a.m. until Noon at Grace 

Congregational Church. 

The goal for the Earth Care Festival is to educate, inform, encourage and guide all 

of us to live the most earth friendly lives possible to help sustain the beautiful creation 

that God has given us. 

Plans include crafts, projects and contests for kids with prizes and giveaways. We 

are inviting exhibitors who market earth friendly products. For example Lee and Cathy 

Hansen from Seeds and Beans right here in Two Rivers plus others. All this will be 

displayed in our fellowship hall.   

We also have invited two speakers.  Jim Knickelbine, Executive Director of Woodland Dunes and Nick Miller, 

Science Director of  The Nature Conservancy for Wisconsin to be our featured speakers. They will speak of local and 

global things that we can do to protect our environment. 

The worship service on the very next day, April 15 will be devoted to the worship of and thanks for God's creation 

with plans to have visuals with young people participating. 

We are very open for suggestions and help from all church members in our planning for the Earth Care Festival.  If 

you wish to join us in organizing please get in touch with Don Debryun, or Jim and Susie Miller. 

Publicity for the Earth Care Festival will go out to other churches and the  community. Our excitement is building as 

we plan and we hope to convey that excitement to all of you in the next few months.  

 

TWO RIVERS ECUMENICAL FOOD PANTRY (TREP)---FEBRUARY NEEDS 

 
The February Food List:  Pork and beans, baked beans, chili beans, soup of all kinds (creamed, broth, chunky, chicken 

noodle, etc.), soda crackers, tuna, spaghetti sauce, tomato sauce and paste, macaroni and cheese, juice, canned fruit, toilet 

paper, tooth paste, deodorant, bar soap, shampoo, ramen noodles, jelly, peanut butter, boxed potatoes, flavored rice, 

hamburger helpers, tuna helpers. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Dear Sunday School and Confirmation Students,  

I am very excited to announce the 2018 spring musical for Grace Congregational Church UCC, “Danny 

and the Shacks”!  To listen to the music and read about the musical, go to www.wordmusic.com   

We will have a practice in February to run through the speaking parts of the musical then will begin 

group practices in March. We will present the musical to the congregation on April 22 at both services. 

We will practice the music during the opening for Sunday School. If your child would like a 

role/speaking part, there will be Saturday practices from 10:00am-11:00am (see schedule below). I understand 

how busy families are! Everyone is welcome, regardless of how many rehearsals you can attend. If you are 

interested, we will find a place for you!  

Thank you so much for helping continue this Grace UCC tradition!  It is a fun and memorable way to 

dig deep into Christ’s teachings! 

 

God Bless, 

Andrea Allington 

920-242-6240 or romsosa@yahoo.com 

 

Musical Schedule 
All rehearsals are from 10:00am-11:00am 

March 3 

March 10 

March 17 NO PRACTICE 

March 24 

March 31 

April 7 NO PRACTICE 

April 14 

April 21 Dress rehearsal from 10-noon 

Sunday, April 22 present musical at both services 

 

Please fill out this portion if you are interested and return to Grace 

UCC.  Or you may contact Andrea by phone or e-mail. 

 

Student Name ______________________________________________  

 

I am interested in a speaking/acting part.  Yes    No  

 

Parent/Guardian names and phone numbers __________________________________ 

 

Family e-mail _____________________________________________ 

 

Please list any conflicts you have with the practices and I will do my best to find a part in the musical that best 

fits your schedule. 

 

 

 

http://www.wordmusic.com/
mailto:romsosa@yahoo.com

