
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH FAMILY MEETING 

 

The Trustees would like to sit down and talk with 

our church family after both services on January 

14th.  They wish to update us on the decisions they 

are making that impact all of us. 

 

 
“Declaration of Dependence” 

 

Our need for God is real.   Each morning we awake thirsty, thirsty for God’s Spirit.  Each evening we go to bed, trusting 

God will keep watch over us through the night.  Our faith reminds us that we are not self-made.  We are not self-sustainable.  

Through and through, we need God. 

   

Think, for example, of these psalms:   

“Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.  

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.”  Psalm 51 

“For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation, my fortress; I shall never be shaken.”  Psalm 62 

“As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.”  Psalm 42 

“I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.”  Psalm 4  

 

The psalms endlessly remind us that without God we are like fish out of water, or trees out of soil.  Our survival depends 

upon God’s attentiveness.  But let’s be honest to say that many perceive this to be utter foolishness. 

   

Independence Day (4
th

 of July) for some, is the grandest celebration of the year.  Independence!  We are free from the 

control of others!  No one must ever tell me how to live my life.  Self-reliance is what we aspire after.  Every day we meet people 

whose theme song is, “I did it my way.” 

   

Well, as you can tell, we’ve got a dilemma here.  Our good students get a good education.  We pursue demanding jobs.  

Many put in extra hours at work just to make ends meet.  These are admirable.   Our existence on earth is not meant to be a burden 

to others.  But here is the rub; at the end of the day we still need each other.  Regardless of how many toys we have, we still need 

God.   

After I’ve worked my best, hopefully there’s heart enough in me to be compassionate.  After I’ve paid my bills, hopefully I 

can still be generous towards those in need.  After I’ve given my best, hopefully there’s enough humility in me to discern the 

graces of God, apart from which I die. 

 

The Apostle Paul broke new ground when he said his suffering did not suggest the absence of God, but indeed his need for 

God.  He writes, “We were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself.  Indeed, we felt that we had received the 

sentence of death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.”  Bravo, Paul!!  

Years ago, our forebears wrote a Declaration of Independence?  Have you ever thought of writing a Declaration of 

Dependence?   How much do you need people?  How much do you need God?   Here are my starting thoughts……   

 

“In God, I live and move and have my being.”  I pray because I cannot exist without God’s guidance.  I 

come to worship because my heart needs to resist life’s idolatries? I know that my life, even with its 

imperfections, is from God.  Those imperfections, in fact, are venues through which I grow humility.  Without 

humility, life is a lie.  I am grateful for God’s suffering love in Christ.  I refuse to walk the valley of the shadow 

of death apart from God.  That would be vanity.  In life, in death, and in life beyond death I need God. 

 

Almighty God, you have created us, called us, chosen us to be your people.   We wait now to receive your word of 

guidance and blessing.  Grant unto us ears to hear, eyes to see, and faith to respond to your love and leadership in the name of 

Christ.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 
Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 

 

Reflecting Together                                                                           Kim M. Henning 
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SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

On August 3, 1958, Pastor Bruce Huffer was ordained as a pastor and teacher at Central 

Baptist Church in Springfield, Illinois. On July 29, 2018, Grace Congregational United 

Church of Christ will honor the 60
th
 anniversary of Pastor Bruce Huffer’s ordination and his 

service to the church. 

 

Bruce Huffer is a graduate of the American Baptist Seminary of the West in Berkley, 

California.  After graduation, he served as Minister of Christian Education at First Baptist 

Church in Everett, Washington.  Following a two year ministry, he accepted a call to First 

Baptist Church in Lansing, Michigan.  At an ecumenical meeting In Lansing, Bruce met 

again (they first noticed each other in California) Lesley whom he would eventually marry.  

Lesley was raised at First Methodist Church in Jackson, Michigan where our own Lucy Zeldenrust attended church and 

youth programs.   

 

After spending four years in Lansing, Pastor Bruce Huffer accepted a call to Ceresco Baptist Church outside of Battle 

Creek, Michigan.  In 1978, Pastor Bruce Huffer was called to First Baptist Church in Manitowoc where he served until his 

retirement in 1994.   

 

In addition to serving as pastor, teacher, and preacher to the members of First Baptist Church, one of Pastor Huffer’s most 

notable achievements was the effort he devoted to the resettlement of Hmong families into our community.  He estimates 

that he helped at least 50 families find a home in our community.  Many of the Hmong community eventually came 

together to form the Christian Missionary Alliance Church which in 2004 purchased the building once occupied by our 

community at 2500 Washington Street in Two Rivers. 

 

Since his retirement, Pastor Bruce and Lesley Huffer have been members of Grace Congregational United Church of 

Christ where they have served in areas of mission and Christian Education.  In recent years, Pastor Bruce Huffer has 

chaired the Manitowoc County Genealogy Society which has taken a census of the 100+ cemeteries in our county.  He has 

also served as interim pastor for First Baptist Church in Fond du Lac and Community Church in Sheboygan Falls. 

 

Pastor Bruce and Lesley Huffer are parents of three children: Greg (Jill) Huffer; Janet (Brett) Marx; and Debbie Hagenow.   

As the church of Jesus Christ, we offer God’s blessings on the Huffers in gratitude for their service to the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.   During our worship services on July 29, Pastor Bruce Huffer will offer a testimony of his journey of faith.  The 

Diaconate of our church will serve refreshments in honor of the Huffers after both worship services. 

 

 

CELEBRATION IN HONOR OF PASTOR KIM!!!!! 

 
Pastor Kim has been serving Grace church for 30 years!!!  A potluck dinner celebration for this wonderful occasion will 

be Sunday, July 22 after second service.  Hot sandwiches and beverages will be provided.  Please join in the celebration.   

After dinner there will be a short program.  There is a sign-up sheet at the information desk so we know how many are 

attending. No need to sign up for what dish you are bringing unless you choose to bring condiments/pickles etc., then 

please indicate that on the sign-up sheet. If you would like to help in any way or have any ideas or pictures you would like 

to share please call Mickey 920-609-8964 or Shelby 553-3531.  

 

 

A NEW MISSION TRIP PLANNED 

The mission team that travelled to Texas in March helping with hurricane relief has set a date for the next trip. The week 

of February 25, 2019 has been chosen to work at a yet to be determined location. The hurricane season is just beginning 

and the UCC Disaster Ministries website will be monitored for opportunities. We could return to Texas or find another 

location. There is no shortage of work. If you would like to be put on a list to receive information and updates (no 

commitment yet), please e-mail Annie Kleman at anij.kleman@gmail.com. There is no info to pass on at this time, but 

might be in fall. If you want to research or look in to what might be options check out the UCC Disaster Ministries 

website, www.ucc.org/disaster. There is a lot of information about how this all comes together, resources as well as 

testimonies from those that have been helped. If you always wanted to participate in a mission trip but cannot, there are 

other ways to support the group or mission itself. Annie Kleman 

 

mailto:anij.kleman@gmail.com
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VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

Meeting Jesus: The ones who met him & how he changed their lives 

 
July 30-August 2, 4pm-7:30pm AND Saturday August 4, 9-11am at the Manitowoc Family Aquatic Center 

 

Children age 3 and up are invited to join us for Vacation Bible School! 

Youth 6th grade and older are encouraged to sign up as helpers. 

Our theme this year is "Meeting Jesus". We will learn about the people who met Jesus, how God 

changed their lives, and how God can change our lives too! 

VBS includes supper each night, crafts, games, music, and other activities and lessons. There is no cost to 

families. 

Also join us on Saturday morning, Aug 4, at the Manitowoc Family Aquatic Center! Anyone involved 

with or attending VBS, and their families, are invited. Our church is renting the Center from 9am-11am just for 

our group. 

And the celebration of Vacation Bible School continues! Sunday, August 5, we will feature our VBS 

children during the 10:30am worship service. 

Children from our wider community, neighbors, friends, and extended family are welcome to join us. To 

sign up a child, contact the church office for a registration form or pick one up at church or register online at 

www.graceucc.org/VBS 

We are also looking for youth (6th grade and older) and adults as helpers, to serve in many different 

roles: family group leaders, classroom teachers, actors, storytellers, game leaders, kitchen crew, craft helpers, 

and safety monitors. For more information, pick up a form at the church or see Pastor Colie. 

http://www.graceucc.org/VBS


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 

Total 2018 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational UCC:                               $409,385 

Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                               $32,221 

Pledged Income Received in May:                                              $33,219 

 
Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our day to day ministry at Grace 

Congregational Church.  Members are expected to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

 

You are kind. On a regular basis you are invited to contribute above and beyond your annual commitment to the church. Quite a number of 

your give to our four all-church offerings:  Strengthen the Church, One Great Hour of Sharing, Christmas Fund, and Neighbors in Need.  

You also contribute to the Two Rivers Ecumenical Food Pantry; Disaster Relief; Habitat for Humanity; Painting Pathways; Eden Seminary; 

The Haven;  Hope House; and the Campital Campaign. I am deeply grateful to each of you who chooses to express your love and care for 

these who work on behalf of the church.  Thank you. 

 

CHURCH CABINET 

Moderator, Don DeBruyn Treasurer, Linda Justema  Clerk, Rein Elias 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel Trustee Chair, Todd Moolenaar 

Diaconate Chair,  Brian VanElls   Board of Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch 

Mission & Outreach Chair, Doug Charles Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jeff Harding  

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jim Miller 

 

United Church Camps, Incorporated CAMPital Campaign 

Grace Congregational Church has been invited to contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund campaign for the 

upkeep and improvement of our two church camps, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center.   We are grateful to individuals who 

voluntarily contribute to this campaign.  Through December of 2017, our records show that individuals have made 

contributions totaling $72,490.  

 

Contributions Made in 2018:  $1245 

 

MODERATOR’S MESSAGE 

LAND OFFER:  The Board of Trustees has voted to call a special congregational meeting to approve or reject the 

donation of 7.5 acres of land adjacent to our church property to the north.  Accepting the property would mean the church 

would be responsible for paying the special assessment from the City of Two Rivers for improvements made to Garfield 

Street along the property in 2017.  Recently a friend of the church has offered to donate funds to pay the entire special 

assessment of $38,321.66.  She feels the church should own this property.   The Trustees see a benefit in having control of 

the land for the future.  Members of the Earth Care Ministry have walked the property and see potential use for enjoyment 

of nature with improving some existing walking trails on it.  Some members have suggested other possible uses, such as a 

meditation labyrinth or putting up a picnic shelter to use for Rally Day or Vacation Bible School. 

The parcel offered would need to be combined with our current property to be considered used by a religious 

organization, and thereby exempt from property taxes.  The offer to donate the land to Grace Congregational Church is 

also contingent on this status.  The current owners have received an offer to buy the property, but are willing to first see if 

we are interested in owning the land. 

A special congregational meeting to resolve the issue of annexing this parcel to our current church property 

is scheduled for Sunday, July 15 at 9:15 am, following the first worship service.  Please plan to attend.  Questions 

can be directed to me Don DeBruyn, Moderator or to Todd Moolenaar, chair of the Trustees. 

 



 

(Nicole Herda and Betty Becker represented our church at the Wisconsin Conference UCC annual meeting at Green Lake, 

June 8-10.  Below are their reports..…) 

REFLECTIONS OF THE 56
TH

 ANNUAL UCC CONFERENCE ----NICOLE HERDA 

 
Thank you for allowing me to attend our annual meeting! This was a first for me, and it was a wonderful experience! 

Our weekend’s theme was “Why are we afraid? The Winds and Waves of Race and Privilege.”  Karl Kuhn led a bible 

study on Mark 4:35-41.  Bryan Johnson and Bryan Sirchio led the music.  And the Rev. Traci Blackmon was our key-note 

speaker.  Preaching on Mark, she told the story of Jesus sleeping during the storm and the importance of being in the boat! 

We need to get in and go to the other side to face the future.    

My favorite break out session was “Three Great Loves”, a UCC initiative that focuses us on Love of Neighbor, Love 

of Children, and Love of Environment.  Speakers shared stories of Habitat for Humanity, ministries to those with 

disabilities and the hungry, building community gardens, racial justice, mission trips and community closets.  Our 

church’s outreach is amazing.    

Our Conference re-elected Franz Rigert to a four year term as our Conference Minister.  We voted to encourage our 

churches to study the Doctrine of Discovery (this, from the church in Rome, authorized the enslavement and killing of 

Native Americans and theft of land).  Our Wisconsin Conference is rich with our Lay Academy, UCCI (United Church 

Camps, Inc.), and the broader reaches of the Church.  In 2019, the Wisconsin Conference is hosting General Synod of the 

UCC in Milwaukee!  A first!    

 

REFLECTIONS OF THE 56
TH

 ANNUAL UCC CONFERENCE----BETTY BECKER 

 

I cannot write a brief summary of this event.  Everything was great.  The music was inspiring.  The presentations were 

thought provoking and a call to action!   I am interested in starting a Justice group here at church.  I would be thrilled to 

have 2 or 3 people join me.  Are you interested?    

“WHY ARE WE AFRAID? The Winds and Waves of Race and Privilege” 

Part of our annual UCC meeting is business-related.  We passed a budget, and elected Pastors Kim Henning and 

Kathryn Kuhn to the Council for Health and Human Services Ministries.  The interesting piece of business was the vote of 

repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery to be studied by our churches.  The Doctrine (dated 1493) authorized the 

genocide of Native Peoples and the theft of their Native Lands.   

The Rev. Traci Blackmon spoke on racial injustice, using Mark 4: 35-41 as her text.  Her presentations were profound 

(and can be listened to on You Tube).  She quoted an African proverb:  Until the lion tells the story, the hunter will always 

be the hero.”   

Rev. Karl Kuhn’s Bible Study was a conference favorite as was evidenced by the long ovation.  He looked at Mark 

4:35-41 in Mark’s context and ours.  I quote:  “The inequity and white privilege we have sown into the fabric of American 

culture, and American hearts, is nothing short of demonic.”   

I attended a breakout session:  “Difficult Conversations.”  This was based on Parker Palmer’s book, “Healing the 

Heart of Democracy.”  The second session I attended was led by students of Lakeland University: “God loves 

All:  Discussing Christianity’s View of Sexuality and Gender.”   The discussion centered on bible verses for and against 

LGBTQ.  The bottom line is that Jesus taught us:  “A new command I give you:  Love one another. . . . .  “    We are 

commanded to love all.  Thank you for allowing me to represent our community.   

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED 

 
Once again we are collecting craft supplies and food ingredients for Vacation Bible School. This allows us to offer our 

VBS programing - including dinner every evening - free to any child in our community. All donations need to be brought 

to the church before Sunday, July 29th.  Food sign up sheets will be available by July 15 if you are interested in donating 

food to feed the kids and volunteers who will be here for the week. We are collecting the following craft supplies: empty 

toilet paper or paper towel rolls, plastic bottle caps, clean glass jars or vases (preferably jars that do NOT have words 

etched on the side), bright colored yarn (partial skeins/'leftovers' are fine), glue, markers, and colored pencils 

 

 



 

GENERATION G 

 
Our weekly meetings are completed, but summer will bring different opportunities for us to come together.  

YOUTH FUN DAYS---TUBING/SWIMMING AT WILKE LAKE!! 

*On Wednesday, July 11
th

, our high school youth (those entering 9
th
 grade and older) are offered a fun day of 

tubing and swimming at Wilke Lake.  We will depart at 10:00 a.m. and return by 5:00 p.m.  

Registration/Insurance/Permission  forms are at the Information Center. 

 

*On Wednesday, July 25
th

, our middle school youth (those entering 7
th
 grade through those entering 9

th
 grade) are 

offered a fun day of tubing and swimming at Wilke Lake.  We will depart at 10:00 a.m. and return by 5:00 p.m.  

Registration/Insurance/Permission forms are at the Information Center. 

 

  *On Friday, July 27, our high school youth will be walking in the Relay for Life event at Two Rivers High 

School.   The walk begins at 6 p.m. and concludes at 11 p.m. We have 2 youth who are survivors of cancer, and would 

appreciate financial support from our church members.  Interested in contributing/  Contact me at nlherda@yahoo.com ! 

Thank you for an amazing year— Nicole Herda  

 

APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 

 

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.  We are grateful for the prayers you prayed, the mail you sent, the 

cookies you baked and the support you gave our group as we headed to McCreary Kentucky in June! Our group 

of thirty one volunteers are so blessed to have your support as we went to serve ASP (The Appalachia Service 

Project) making homes warmer, safer and drier. It was such a great experience that we can’t wait until 

September when we start selling wreaths and begin our journey back to ASP in the summer of 2019! (All youth 

who are Freshmen in high school through adulthood are welcome to join us at that time). Peace to you— Wade, 

Keith and Nicole 

 
ALUMINUM CANS 

 

 

We have a bin for aluminum cans located next our garage on the east end of our property.  The 

money raised from recycled aluminum cans goes directly to support our youth trips and retreats.  We 

offer a word of thanks to Bill Monka for regularly doing the work connected with this project. 

 

 

 

SMALL CONTAINERS OF SHAMPOO OR SMALL BARS OF SOAP 

 

We learned from someone in the motel industry that even unused containers of shampoo 

and bars of soap left behind in motel rooms must be disposed.  Please, don’t leave them behind.  

The community of St. Ben’s in Milwaukee welcomes these donations.   All of our youth have 

been given an opportunity to observe the work done at St. Ben’s and they can testify of their 

need.  Donations of shampoo and bars of soap may be left at the office of Pastor Kim Henning. 
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EARTH CARE MINISTRY  
 

The United Church of Christ State Conference was held on June 8, 9 and 10
  
 at the Green Lake 

Conference Center.  Jim and Susie Miller were privileged to have been asked to represent Grace 

Congregational Church as members of a panel discussion on the care of our earth.   

Rev. John Helt and Rev. Bob Ullman, the organizers, introduced the panel with statements about preserving our 

environment.  The other three panel members were Rev, Richard Feyen from the UCC Church in Sturgeon Bay who told 

us of the energy-saving measures that they have taken both inside their church and on the grounds.  Rebecca Ferguson, a 

lay person from the River Falls Church, reported on the many changes taken by their church in working with the  city of 

River Falls to create a greener space in which to live. Chris Kuehnl, also a lay person, represented the Sheboygan Church 

in telling us of the very ambitious and impressive changes that they have made to green up their church.  So impressive 

that plans are being made for a field trip by the Earth Care Ministry people, and anyone else who wants to join us, to visit 

the Sheboygan church for a guided tour.  Our presentation was a report on the Restore the Shore Earth Care Festival held 

here at Grace on Monday, May 7. 

We came home with our heads full of ideas about some very positive changes we can make to protect and preserve 

our environment and make our church and grounds greener. Many of these changes are already being made by some 

Wisconsin churches.  For example: reducing the amount of lawn that needs mowing, planting trees, installing solar panels, 

providing blue bikes, vegetable gardens to share, outdoor worship area, and other things. A distinct advantage for us is that 

we have those churches to observe and learn from.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

Debbie Augustine and Jodi Lewis oversee the prayer shawl ministry.  A collection bin for yarn is in the Fellowship 

Hall.  A collection bin for completed shawls is in the basement, just around the corner at the bottom of the stairwell.  

Do you have the ability to knit?  Would you like to donate your efforts to this cause?  Interested persons should 

contact Debbie at 443-3037 or Jodi at 793-4148. 

 

A GUEST FROM PUERTO RICO……. 

Many of you know Diane Cayemberg who has served as a seminary intern in preparation for her ordination into the 

Christian ministry.  Diane has a brother, Michael Campbell, who years ago was a member of St. John’s United Church of 

Christ in Manitowoc, and for the past 30+ years as served as a college professor in Puerto Rico. 

On Sunday, July 29----we have invited Michael Campbell to offer a first-hand, personal report of the devastation and 

recovery efforts in Puerto Rico, following the hurricanes that struck last summer.  .   

The United Church of Christ has recently established a disaster relief ministry in Puerto Rico, and they have put out a 

request for volunteers.  Perhaps Michael’s visit and presentation will stir some options for us as we consider our church’s 

response…… 
 

GROW IN FAITH WITH LAY ACADEMY 

 
Lay Academy is a ministry of transformation and faith formation offered by the Wisconsin Conference of the United 

Church of Christ. Participants dive into scripture, explore theology, consider God's presence in their lives and discover 

fresh ways to speak about and live out their faith in their day to day lives. Registration is open now through July 31, 2018, 

for the next cycle of classes, which will begin on Saturday, August 18 and continue with additional two-day weekend 

sessions in September, November, January, March and April. For more detailed information, go to 

www.wcucc.org/layacademy or talk to your pastor. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 2 - Carrie Curcio 

Laurel Stodola 

 3 - Adam Schanilec 

 Brian Shallue 

 4 - Collin Wagner 

 5 - Katie Holschbach 

 Collin Gauthier 

 6 - Mike Mueller 

 9 - Yvonne Holzer 

 Abby Brixius 

10 - Alan Spearbraker 

Emilee Rysticken 

11 - Jenna Brandt 

Mike Weier 

Sophia Allington 

12 - Richard Dewey 

Bill Heinsohn 

Richard Halsey 

Lynn Rysticken 

13 – Tod Pauly 

14 - Julia Joerger 

15 - Bergen Schmid 

Barbara Herrmann 

Teresa Fish 

16 - Mandy Moolenaar 

17 - Hannah Lewis 

 Bob Randerson 

 Nan Jagemann 

18 - Jamie Tadych 

 William Mueller 

Linda Chaloupka 

19 – Jacque Jadin 

20 - Jean Ammerman 

21 – Caleb Kurth 

23 – Dave Urben 

 Ella Schroeder 

 Martha Rasmus 

25 - Kyra Kornely 

Jennifer Laurin 

27 - Jackson Mueller 

Mary Bergene 

28 - Lily Buchholz 

 Hope Boudnik 

29 - Mark Kimmes 

Nicole Kellner 

Diane Krish 

30 - Ryan Blashka 

Robin Bryant-Stoeger 

Marion Duescher 

31 - Bill Gruetzmacher 

 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 – Tom and Jean 

Wondrash 

Tom and Lynn 

Rysticken 

 2 – Jack and Jeannine 

Powalisz 

 3 – Brian and Katina Shallue 

 6 – Tom and Elizabeth 

Schiman 

  Chris and Erica 

Mainwaring 

 9 – Jamie and Karen Tadych 

Pat and Bonnie 

Wichlacz 

Wayne and Jodi Klein 

11 - Joe and Colleen Collins 

15 – Abby & Brianna Brixius 

17 - Frank and Chris 

Bauknecht 

 Jeff and Ruth Harding 

18 - Ron and Lynne Krizek 

 Mel and Mary Jean 

Erickson 

19 - Jesse and Megan 

Bruckschen 

21 - Ken and Robin 

Bergman 

23 - Kevin and Anne Reichel 

Nick and Rebekah 

Mueller 

24 - Jon and Kelly 

Flickinger-Ruhbusch 

27 - Larry and Barbara 

Krueger 

30 – Don & Ellen Lewellen 

 
 

The white board is up!!!! 

Next host week July 8-14th. 

I know this is summer and 

there are many inviting ways to 

spend the beautiful 

days.  However, people remain 

homeless and are dependent on us 

to assist in  keeping Hope House 

open.  Please give generously 

from your heart by signing up for 

an upcoming shift.  

Thank You 

 
 

SILENT AUCTION to reduce retreat cost 
I am looking for people to contribute a basket or other items for a silent auction to reduce the cost for people 

going to our Moon Beach Retreat the end of September.  Baskets and items would be displayed, for people to 

bid on, at church two Sundays before Rally Day Sunday September 9
th
.  Bids would continue at the Rally 

Day event and highest bidder will be announced that day.  Please contact Chris Blimel (793-2204) if you are 

willing to contribute a basket or item. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL 
FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS 

HOSPITALIZED 

Abby Brixius and Leona Brixius were patients at 

Aurora Medical Center  

Mark Roloff, father of Jill Richmond was 

hospitalized at Aurora Medical Center.  He is now at 

Shady Lane.   

Peter Becker is hospitalized at Aurora Bay Care in 

Green Bay. 

A CHILD IS BORN!   

We celebrate with Abby and Brianna Brixius as 

they welcome their daughter, Leona Jean, born on 

Wednesday May 30th. 

OUR SYMPATHY 

We offer our sympathy to all those who grieve the 

death of Karen Webster.  Karen died on Saturday, May 

19
th
, and a Memorial Service was held here at Grace 

Congregational United Church of Christ on 

Wednesday, May 23.   

We are grieved to learn of the death of Jim 

Crowley, the father of Sue Crowley (who just joined 

our community).  Jim had heart surgery a week ago, 

and died on May 23rd.  As a community, we offer our 

love and sympathy to Sue and her family. 
We offer our sympathy to Virginia (Ginny) 

Mathews, as she grieves the death of her mother, 

Barbara Bottger.  Barbara died on Sunday, June 10, 

and a private family service has been held.   

We offer our sympathy to Jill Richmond and Alex 

as they grieve the death of Richard Richmond. Sunday, 

June 24, a memorial service was held here at Grace 

Congregational Church. 

 We offer our sympathy to all those who grieve the 

death of Doug Haag.  Doug died on Monday, May 28.  

A memorial service is scheduled for Thursday, July 12. 

We offer our love and sympathy to Jon and Kelly 

Flickinger-Ruhbusch as they grieve the death of 

Kelly’s sister, Kim Flickinger who died on May 24.  A 

memorial service  was on Saturday,  June 23. 

OUR JOY  

Joshua and Kayla Johnson Heise exchanged their 

marriage vows May 26th in our sanctuary at Grace 

Congregational United Church of Christ.  We offer 

them ‘the best of our happiness and joy’ as they begin 

their married life together. 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON GROUP 

We would like to invite ALL women of the church 

to our Women’s Luncheon Group.   

Announcements are usually in the bulletin and in the 

newsletter. If you need a ride we can usually provide it. July 

10th  we are going to be at Four Seasons in Manitowoc at 

11:30 a.m. Contact Chris Blimel at 793-2204 or Sandy 

Monka at 553-2047 if you will be going. 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

On Thursday, June 7----Ron and Joan Meissner 

celebrated their 60
th
 Wedding Anniversary!  We offer our 

love and blessings to the Meissners and their family. 

 

RENEWAL OF WEDDING VOWS--- 

 William and Brenda Boudnik  renewed their 25 yrs of 

marriage vows in the June 10
th
 worship service.  William and 

Brenda’s parents are Hope and Ron Boudnik, Cyndy 

Humphrey, and Ken and Betty Bebensee.  They have one son, 

Nick (Jesse) Boudnik and two grandchildren, Alaric and 

Easton.   

 

 

THANK YOU STEP FOR TREP 

I would like to thank Paul Schmid for organizing the 

walk. Special thanks to the walkers. Paul, Joan Schmid, Matt, 

Heather Anderson, Pastor Colie, Mary Wallace and a big 

thank you to the youth who walked Aurora, Morgan Schmid, 

Licoln Bettivia, Lance, Lucas Anderson. Thank you all for 

giving up your time to walk for helping TREP.  Shelly 

Bohman 

BAPTISM BLESSINGS 

Nash Joseph, the son of Melissa and Aaron Steffen was baptized 

June 3rd.  His grandparents are Robert and Laura Steeber and Randy Diane 

Steffen, and great grandmother, Janet Lensmeyer.  Chosen as godparents 

for Nash are Travis Kuether and Derek Steffen. 

 


