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“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the One Holy Universal Christian Church, 

The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, 

And the life everlasting.”  (The Apostles’ Creed) 

If you have ever said that Sunday is your day to sleep in, I hope you’ll 

read on…..  If your first thought is that people are a pain, I beg you to listen to 

the following story…..   If you have ever said, “I believe in God but I don’t 

need church”---consider that you might be wrong. 

A true story……   Eleven years ago Jim Schleif walked into our church on 

Sunday morning.  According to Him, his life was pretty much a train wreck.  

Going through the early stages of his second divorce, Jim came to us.   He 

didn’t know what to expect.   He knew he felt like a failure.  He knew he felt 

empty and alone.  Jim knew he had caused others great pain.  One Sunday 

morning, he decided to go to church. 

Jim’s story goes way back.  He was raised in the church in West Bend.  At 

age fourteen, Jim decided the church was irrelevant.  So, he quit.  He dropped 

out of Confirmation Class and stopped worshiping God.  Oh, his calendar was 

busy.  He filled his life with other activities.  With a bit of cynicism, he 

became one of those who say they are spiritual but not religious.  (Translated, 

“I don’t need an organized church.  I can do without the formality of 

religion.”) 

One Sunday in 2005 he walked in our building.  I don’t remember Jim’s 

first Sunday, but he does.  Jim says that someone noticed him, and they spoke 

to him like they really cared.  He stayed for our worship service.  He sensed 

that the people around him were sincere.  He needed the music and the 

scriptures and the prayers.  He felt something important was happening here.  

And he came back. 

Jim’s story is too long for this article, but on May 7 he stood before a 

gathering of the church for his Ecclesiastical Council.   Having completed 

three years of seminary, he is about to become an ordained pastor.   According 

to Jim, this community (yes, YOU!) held him and loved him and guided him 

when his life was a mess.  He experienced healing in a place he once thought 

was a waste of time.   

So what do you think?  Is church out of vogue?  What do you think?  

What do you practice?  If the organized church ceased to exist, who would 

proclaim God’s Word?  Who would serve the sacraments?  Who would teach 

the Way of Jesus?   If we each thought that Sunday was our one day to sleep 

in, who would welcome the lonely, broken stranger?  Who would announce 

that the pantry needs more food?  Who would remind us that God is God, and 

we are not?   

At the top of this page, you will notice some words from the Apostles’ 

Creed.  Along with Jesus and along with Paul, we say that we believe in “the 

one, holy, universal Christian Church.”   The gathering of the church is not 

option.  I know it’s hard to get out of bed.  I know people can say some dumb 

or even rude things.  I know people talk out loud when you need quiet.  I know 

some are on their cell phones, and they think they aren’t bothering anyone.  

That is all true.   

But I also know that Jesus said, “Where two or three gather together in my 

name, there am I in the midst of them.”  That’s all I need to know.  That’s all 

we ever need to know.   

 
 

 



 

The Pentecost Church 

A few Sundays ago, we celebrated the Holy-day of Pentecost. (Don’t know the story? Read  Acts 2). 

After the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the disciples and other early Christians gathered together, 

wondering what to do now that their leader was gone. Suddenly, God’s Spirit rushed in like a violent gust of 

wind, like a roaring fire. They were given new abilities--to speak in other languages, so they might spread the 

message of God’s love and power far and wide. 

 

A couple of years ago, UCC minister Emily C. Heath wrote an article “How to be a Pentecost Church: 5 

Pointers for Congregations”.  (You can find the article online here: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-emily-c-

heath/how-to-be-a-pentecost-chu_b_5462067.html) 

Rev. Heath writes, “There’s a tendency in the church to think that everyone is supposed to learn our 

language. But if you look at the Pentecost story, you find the exact opposite is true. The Holy Spirit could have 

easily touched everyone around the early disciples so that they could understand the language the disciples 

spoke. But instead, it was the disciples who were transformed. They were the ones who learned new languages, 

ones they could use to communicate with people using the words they already knew….We often talk about how 

our church is very welcoming…. And often it’s true: many churches are extremely good at welcoming visitors 

who walk through the front doors. But the first place we should be meeting people is not inside our buildings. 

It’s out where they (and we) live. The Pentecost story reminds us that witnessing to Christ is not about our own 

convenience. It’s about being radically transformed by the Holy Spirit so that we can speak the language 

(literally and metaphorically) of those God wants us to love and serve. Pentecost reminds us that we cannot sit 

ideally back and wait for people to learn our ways. We have to be the ones who learn new ways.” 

Here were Rev. Heath’s 5 suggestions for churches:  

1. Check your social media presence (Yes, we have a website and a Facebook page. If you have Facebook, 

do you often like or share what the church posts? This is one way to “get our name out there” in our 

wider community). 

2. Get involved in your community (We already do this in many ways. But how might we do an even 

better job of connecting with people “outside”--like in the Pentecost story, we have to go to them, we 

can’t just expect people to show up on our doorstep!) 

3. Enable your Pastor to get out in your community (This can be hard, because there is plenty of work to 

do in the church all day! But as Heath writes: “Your pastor can be an incredible gift to your community. 

Don’t keep them all to yourself.”) 

4. Don’t assume everyone knows your insider language (Confession time: I was at our church for several 

months before I really knew what ASP--Appalachia Service Project-- meant. We all need to make sure 

we don’t scare people away by talking in ways they won’t understand!) 

5. Be willing to keep being transformed (The story of Pentecost is about the church become new things and 

acting in new ways) 

 

Thank you for being The Church.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us this summer, as we explore and study through a few different sermon series (see a note later in 

this newsletter for more details!). One of the themes we will focus on is called: THE PENTECOST CHURCH and 

what it means to live in the light of it. Pentecost is not just a one day celebration---it is a way of being a church that is 

open to God’s new movement among us, that works past fear in order to love, that reaches out to new places in new 

ways. 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-emily-c-heath/how-to-be-a-pentecost-chu_b_5462067.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rev-emily-c-heath/how-to-be-a-pentecost-chu_b_5462067.html


ear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

On June 18 when our 7 vehicles and 30 individuals leave for Knott County, Kentucky-----we will be embarking upon 

our 20
th
 mission trip to the Appalachian Mountains.  Back in 1997, the Rev. Perry Bell was the first to tell us about the 

Appalachia Service Project, and its unique ministry that embraces youth and serves the poor.   Words are really 

inadequate to describe the meaning of those relationships that have formed over all these years----not only with each other 

but also (and more importantly) with God.   

Here are some pieces of information you might be interested in: 

 We sold, made and distributed 1000 Christmas wreaths back in December.  (Actually, I think I heard the number 

was 999, and we went ahead and made ONE more!). 

 At our fall meeting back in September, our youth and adults chose the week of our mission trip.  We will leave 

Saturday, June 18 and will return on Saturday, June 25.   

 We had two spring meetings to review and emphasize “Safe Conduct.”   We went over scores of details that 

enable us to take a trip like this. And we spent time reviewing this year’s theme, along with the scripture:   

“For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

 

 We did have a work day at Woodland Dunes on Saturday, May 21-----to work on some carpentry skills and also 

to give back to our community. 

 At our meeting on May 21, we asked our work teams to construct poems that reflect the meaning of their faith and 

the purpose of this trip.  Here was the form we asked them to follow:  

One word to name God 

Two words to describe God 

Three words to explain God’s will 

Four words to express our indebtedness to God 

Three words to describe our purpose in life 

Two words to describe what we need 

One word prayer to God  

 

Here, are Four poems: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creator 

Giving and Forgiving 

Mysterious Awesome, Loving 

Commitment, Faithful, Trusting, Free Will 

Serving,  Sharing, Honoring 

Others, Love 

Help 

 (submitted by Anne Schuette) 

 

Creator 

Loving Father 

He is good 

Saves us from ourselves  

Being Disciples of God 

Caring compassion 

Amen 

 (submitted by Julie Rabida) 

Awesome 

Loving, Caring 

Faithful, Grateful, Loving 

humility, unworthy, trust (3 not 4) 

service, worship, love 

faith, love 

Thanks  

(submitted by Don DeBruyn) 
 

Savior 

Humble, Kind 

Love, Serve, Obey 

Grateful, unworthy, thankful, humbled 

Serve, Forgive, Love 

Faith and Hope 

Praise 

Amen (submitted by Fay Henning) 

 
 



 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
For the past two years, we have observed the Narrative Lectionary, a progression of scripture readings that take us 

logically through the scriptures from Creation to the Patriarchs to Moses to David to the Prophets, to Jesus, to the 

Writings of Paul, and finally to the Story of Pentecost.  The purpose of this lectionary is to follow scripture’s time-line so 

that listeners (church people) will get a better feel for the flow of scripture.   

A unique feature of the Narrative Lectionary, is that we are given the freedom to construct a summertime series of 

sermons that seem to reflect the interests and needs of the local church.  While this task is a bit daunting at first, your 

pastors have selected scriptures and themes that we think would be of particular interest during the summer.  Here is the 

summer sermon series that you have to look forward to. 

 
May 22, 2016 

The Pentecost Church:  “Listen to Jesus’ Pray” 

John 17:20-24 

 

May 29, 2016 

Stewards of Life:  Sabbath Rest---24/6 

Genesis 2:1-3 

 

June 5, 2016 

Stewards of Life:  Common Clay Pots 

2 Corinthians 4:1-15 

 

June 12, 2016 

The Pentecost Church:  “Practicing Justice” 

Presentation by Don DeBruyn and Betty Becker on their 

trip to Haiti 

Matthew 25:31-46 

 

June 19, 2016 

The Pentecost Church:  “The Art of Generosity” 

2 Corinthians 8:1-13 

 

June 25, 2016 

Our Spiritual Forebears:  Harriet Tubman 

Galatians 3:23-29 

 

July 3, 2016 

The Pentecost Church:  “Our Youth In Action” 

Presentation by Appalachia Service Project Volunteers 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

July 10, 2016 

Care-Givers of Creation:  God’s World, Not Ours 

 

July 17, 2016 

Care-Givers of Creation:  “Behold, God’s World” 

Matthew 6:25-34 

 

July 24, 2016 

Care-Givers of Creation:  “Reuse; Reduce, and Recycle” 

Genesis 1:26-31 

 

July 31, 2016  

Our Spiritual Forebears:  Fanny Crosby 

Matthew 6:7-18 

 

August 7, 2016 

The Pentecost Church:  “The Serving Word” 

A United Church of Christ Ministry:  Cedar Community 

Acts 6:1-4 

 

August 14, 2016 

God, Job, and Us:  Reverent in Suffering 

Job 2:1-10 

 

August 21, 2016 

God, Job, and Us:  Wrestling with Suffering 

Job 3:1-10; Job 7:1-6 

 

August 28, 2016 

God, Job, and Us:  The Revelation of God in Suffering 

Job 38:1-11 

 

September 4, 2015 

Stewards of Life” 

Luke 5:12-16 

                                                  Psalm 24:1-2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT STUDY CLASS----A NEW CURRICULUM 

We know that children model the behavior of adults.  One of the reasons we offer an adult education class year-round 

is so we can model the importance of Christian education for our children. 

Beginning on June 5, we are offering (on a trial basis), a new curriculum for our adults.  It is entitled, “Feasting on the 

Word.” Here is the description of this new curriculum:   

Adults see the world through the filter of life experience and life transitions. Adults enter Bible study and worship 

bringing with them this variety of views. Feasting on the Word materials will engage adults in a deeper exploration of 

biblical texts. Participants' faith will be enhanced when the Scriptures read and proclaimed in worship are reinforced and 

expanded during their educational time. Education and worship can be mutually supportive in helping God's Word in 

Scripture come alive in the Sunday  

morning experience. 

During the summer months, June through August, we are going to use, “Feasting on the Word.”  Here is the scope of 

this summer’s study classes: 

 June 5, 2016 Galatians 1:11-24  Topic:  Changed for Good 

 June 12, 2016 Galatians 2:15-21  Topic:  Just Faith 

 June 19, 2016 Galatians 3:23-29  Topic:  All in the Family 

 June 26, 2016 Galatians 5:1, 13-25  Topic:  Set Free to Love 

Our class meets in the Adult Study from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. every Sunday.  Come, join us….and check out the new 

curriculum. 

 



  
Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 

Total 2016 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational Church:                                           $399,813 
Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                                $33,317 
Pledged Income Received in April, 2016:                                                                                        $28,483 
 
C.S. Lewis thinks out loud about his financial giving to the church…… 
“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare.  

In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusement, etc., is up to the standard common among those with 

the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our giving does not at all pinch or hamper us, I should 

say it is too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot because our commitment to giving excludes 

them” 

 

Second Mile Giving by Members of Grace Congregational Church During April 

 One Great Hour of Sharing   $265 

 Eden Theological Seminary   $150 

 Hope House     $601 

  

Extraordinary Expenses paid in May: 

 Church Mutual (1/3 of our building/liability insurance)  $2,906 

 Lakeland Landscaping (mulch)     $650 

 Manitowoc Heating (Boiler Repair; Heater Switch)  $280 

 Van’s Fire and Safety (Annual Required Safety Inspection) $575 

 Wisconsin Department of Justice (back ground checks)  $380 

  
Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our day to day 

ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  Active members and friends are expected to support this ministry as an act of 

faithfulness to God.   

GENERATION G 
It’s SUMMER! For our high school youth it’s busy with summer school, camps, jobs, babysitting, work camp, ASP, 

relay for life…. and we don’t have our regularly scheduled Wednesday nights. We DO have some FUN for our high 

school youth: 

June 15 from 6-8 come to Nicole Herda’s house (2624 Adams St. Two Rivers) for a Tacky Tourist Luau —and 

bring a chair! 

June 28th rom 6-8 is again at the Herda House: Tie Dye Night for our Relay for Life shirts!  

July 13 is boating with PK and Pastor Colie (leaving church at 10am and returning at 5pm) 

July 29 at 6pm-July 3- at 6am is Relay for Life for high school youth 

August 24th will be a Generation G night— with more information coming 

If you have any questions (or your parents have questions) please contact Nicole Herda at 553-6789 or 

nlherda@yahoo.com or via Facebook. Enjoy your summer! 

 

NOTE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Thank you to everyone who shared their musical talent this year! We are so blessed here at Grace to have the talent 

and willingness of our congregation every Sunday to provide special music. Thank you! 

If you are willing to offer your talents this summer, please contact Andrea Allington at 242-6240 or 

romsosa@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:nlherda@yahoo.com
mailto:romsosa@yahoo.com


 

At our Annual Meeting on January 24, the congregation elected officers and members of Boards and 

committees.  We have open positions remaining for one deacon and one deaconess, each for 3-year terms, as 

well as a 1-year term for a youth deacon.  

 The Board of Deacons and The Board of Deaconesses make up our Diaconate, which meets at 6 pm on 

the first Monday of each month.  The Diaconate is responsible for the spiritual life of the church, which 

includes(in the words from our constitution) “worship, music, the sacraments, ushers, greeters, lay calling, 

church membership and all programs which have to do with the cultivation of the Christian life.”  Our 

Diaconate sponsors a meal for new members two or three times a year.  It also provides opportunities for 

fellowship among members, such as Rally Day, bingo, senior luncheons, etc.   It has also organized our Easter 

Saturday prayer vigils, Easter sunrise services and outdoor worship services. 

We also have an open slot for a youth on the Board of Mission and Outreach (which also meets on the 

second Monday monthly at 6 pm), and one the Board of Christian Education (which meets at 5 pm on the 

second Monday each month).  Any young person who has completed confirmation is eligible. 

If you are interested in serving or would like to recommend someone, please contact me or our 

Pastors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don DeBruyn, Moderator 

 

TIME AFTER CHURCH SUMMER SERVERS 

We are in need of volunteers for the summer TAC services. Please stop by the informational desk and 

sign up and thank you for offering your time as we know summers get very busy. 

***************************************************************** 

SUMMER NURSERY WORKERS 
From June through August, we are looking for volunteers to take a shift in the church nursery. A sign 

up sheet is on the information desk. Per our church’s Safe Sanctuary policy, all volunteers who work with 

children or youth need to have a background check. See Pastor Colie or Stacy Backus if you have any 

questions. 
 

All those who serve on our church Boards and committees are invited to a picnic on June 7 hosted by 

Barry and Diane Grimmer at their home located at 13303 Jambo Creek Road, northwest of Mishicot.   Brats 

and burgers will be provided and we will plan to eat at 5:30pm.  Bring your family, a dish to share and 

chairs or a blanket.  Please let me or your Board chairperson know who will be coming by 

        June 1, so we can plan for grilling. 

 

NOTE FROM TRUSTEE CHAIRPERSON Steve Smith 
A special thank you from the Board of Trustees to all those who have stepped up over the last few weeks to 

beautify the property.  The church looks welcoming as you drive up the hill. 

The Trustees have been working with the transition of Treasure, thank you again to Linda Justema and John 

Wallace as they work together, and updating bank and accounting records.  We have also been focused on the 

possibility of the church being used as a polling site beginning this fall for the district currently using St. Peter the 

Fisherman school which will no longer be available.  This opportunity will allow more people to see the church and 

maybe help to invite new people into our doors.  We have also been working with an audio company to fix our “dead” 

spot issues in the sanctuary for sound.  Finally, the church cupola work has been finalized.  The Trustees will begin 

work this summer on finding a permanent solution to the Fellowship Hall window issues. 

 

PARENTS’ GATHERING 
All parents of children, aged infant through high school, are invited to an informal gathering on Friday,  

June 3rd at the home of Jon and Kelly Ruhbusch. Come any time after 4:00 p.m., and stay as long as you want. 

Dinner served around 5:30 p.m. Bring your kids, a dish to pass, and your own beverage of choice. We will have 

hot dogs and hamburgers and yard games. Rain plan is to move inside. See Pastor Colie or Kelly Ruhbusch if you 

have questions. 
 



 

 

 

 

WELCOME CONNIE BRUSE 
Larry and I are very pleased to introduce to you, Connie 

Bruse.  She was a member of Emanuel United Methodist 

Church, formerly known as United Brethren since 1963.  She 

was an active member, attending there with her family until 

now.  She was raised in a faith based family and was always 

involved in the church, serving on different boards.  She 

taught Sunday School from the age of 16.  She also co-

chaired, with her sister, as Sunday school Superintendent.  She 

has two children.  Her son Nathan and his wife Brianne and 

their 4 grandpuppies live in Mishicot.  Connie may look 

familiar to some of you as she has visited us often over the 

years because her daughter is our own Tara Tetzlaf who is now 

a Pastor serving in the Germantown area, where she lives with 

her husband Sloan, and her daughter Vanessa. 

  Connie and her husband Steve both own Harley's and 

love to take Saturday and Sunday afternoon rides in the 

country.  Steve is a truck driver which means he is on the road 

a lot for his job too.  Connie works at Ameriprise Insurance in 

Green Bay as an Auto Claims Adjuster, where she enjoys 

seeing her daughter-in-law at work every day.  Family is very 

important to Connie.    She was very close to her mother, 

Myrtle Ulrich, who passed away in January.  Connie saw her 

mother almost every day of her life and loosing her leaves a 

major void.  She is also very close to her sister Jolene who you 

will see with her in church quite often.  She has two brothers, 

one living in Utah and one in Nevada.  Connie is also close to 

her mother's twin sister, her Aunt Marion.  She started coming 

to Grace more often after her mother's death looking for love 

and support, and she found it here.  It somehow seems fitting 

that Connie officially becomes a member here on Mother's 

Day, as she knows her mother would be very pleased.  We are 

blessed to have you here Connie.  And I promise you 

continued love and support from all of us here, your Grace 

Church Family.  Please join us in welcoming Connie Bruse. 

WELCOME CLARE SCHUETTE 
Her sponsor is Barbara Hermann: Clare Schuette is 

joining our faith community. She and her husband Bob have 

been married for 45 years. They have three children. Matthew 

and his wife, Sara and husband and two daughters. Rob, who 

resides in heaven. Rob has an adult son who is serving in the 

air force. Clare and her husband are retired. She enjoys 

camping and gardening. She has joined us at Grace 

Congregational because she experienced a welcoming faith 

based community and she was looking for a place to grow 

spiritually. Clare likes to work with children. Please help me 

welcome her to our faith community. 

WELCOME TRACY & CADENCE 

There sponsor is Chris Blimel I am privileged to 

introduce to you Tracy Smith and her daughter Cadence.  

Tracy found this church by chance about two years ago.  

They saw the church on the hill and decided to try it.  

She decided this was it right away because it feels like 

home, is safe, provides structure, and strengthens her 

faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracy has five sons ranging in age from 25 to 36.  

Ben and Josh are both married and have provided her 

with eight grandchildren.  Marcus, Nathan, and Samuel 

are each engaged. They all live near here.  Her youngest 

is Cadence who is seven, is in 1
st
 grade, and attends 

Kewaunee Public Schools.  She also attends our Sunday 

School.  Cadence enjoys fishing, bicycle riding, horses 

and going on vacation. 

Tracy and Cadence live on the border between 

Manitowoc and Kewaunee Counties.  Tracy works at 

Pagel Ponderosa making cheese.  The Kewaunee County 

Breakfast on the Farm will be there on June 19
th
 so 

Tracy will be busy. Tracy’s hobbies are horses and dogs, 

and she likes to spend time with her family. 

They also raise fainting goats which I learned fall 

over with stiff legs up in the air when they are scared or 

frightened.  They have recently been nursing two baby 

goats in their house and Cadence told me two more baby 

goats were born this morning – a boy and a girl but they 

are in the barn. 

I’d like you to give a warm welcome to Tracy and 

Cadence. 

WELCOME NORMA SCHOSS 
We are happy to introduce our Mom/Mother-in-law. 

Norma Schoss to you. She was born and raised in Gillett, 

WI where she lived until her marriage to our dad, and 

also her best friend, Ray Schoss who passed away in 

2003. They moved to Two Rivers in 1953. They joined 

Calvary Lutheran Church where she remained a member 

until now. 

Mom worked at Flemal’s Footwear before owning 

her own store, Norma’s Tots to Teens. After retiring, she 

worked part-time at Faugust Shoe Store and later at 

Brandt’s Family Tree.  

She is a long-time active member of the Two Rivers 

Lioness Club and the VFW Auxillary. She enjoys 

quilting, baking (especially baking fruit cake for Pastor 

Kim) and spending time with her family. Some of her 

great-grandchildren affectionately call her great-

grandma Peanuts. 

Mom decided to join Grace UCC because her 

family attends here and she has always enjoyed 

attending services and events here. Please help us in 

welcoming her to our church family.  

Peg & Mike Mueller and 

Joe and Lori Brandt.  

 

 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS , THANK YOU 

On behalf of the Confirmation Class , thank you so 

very much to all who participated in and supported the 

Songs of Celebration Concert and Bake Sale. On the 

information desk there are free dvd copies of this year's 

program. If more copies are needed of any of the 3 

Songs of Celebration Concerts please contact Bill 

Heinsohn 793-1074 or the church office.  

  

LADIES OF GRACE 

Afternoon Circle will meet for lunch on Tuesday, 

June 21st  at 11:30am at Kurtz’s in Two Rivers 

 Ladies of Grace are welcome to attend this 

monthly luncheon. Bring a friend along too. Call Chris 

Blimel - 793-2204 or Sandy Monka- 553-2047 with 

your reservation by June 20
th

.. 

 

THANK YOU 

Dear Grace Congregational Church Family…I just 

want to share the joy and excitement of graduation 

from Chicago Theological Seminary. The 

Commencement Ceremony was held on Friday, the 

13
th
 of May at Trinity UCC. Thank you so much for 

your prayers, financial support, and unwavering love 

& friendship. Love & Blessings Jim and Beverly 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

May 1
st
, we celebrated the baptism of Henry 

Graham, son of Rodney and Angela. Henry has one 

sister, Rachel. They live in Poynette, WI.  

May 8th, we celebrated the baptism of Blayce 

Joshua.  Blayce’s parents are Josh and Ashlee and his 

siblings are Landyn, Parker, Kaesyn, Ryker, Ayanna, 

and Maliyah. 

 

 

Board of Trustees, Hope house staff, and all 

dedicated volunteers and the families we serve at Hope 

House want to thank you for the $601.00 donation 

received in May of 2016. 

 

 

THANK YOU 

So Kind…So thoughtful…for allowing St. John’s 

UCC of Slinger to share in the Ecclesiastical Council 

for Jim Schleif’s special day. We look forward to 

seeing many of you on June 26 as Jim is ordained and 

installed. Job well done! Mary Flint, St. John’s 

Council Secretary 

A GRIEF TO OBSERVE 

Dr. Richard Hill, former president of Lakeland College, 

died on Wednesday, May 18.  A public celebration of his 

life will occur on June 2 at 1:30 p.m. in the Ley Chapel at 

Lakeland College 

WEDDING 

Ray and Heidi exchanged their marriage vows in our 

church’s sanctuary on Friday afternoon, May 20th.  We 

offer our best wishes as they begin their married life 

together. 

BIRTH TO CELEBRATE 

A boy, Charles Matthew, was born on April 15 to 

Matthew and Kelly at Aurora Medical Center. 

 

THANK YOU 
We helped Lucas Smith with his book drive. 

He extends us a thank you to support his trip to 

Washington DC. 

 

SENIOR LUNCHEON THANK YOU 
May 22

nd
 a Senior Citizen luncheon was held. 

The Diaconate would like to thank those who 

provided food for, and those who came to the 

luncheon. It was good to have some time to sit and 

talk with those who have done so much for our 

church over the years! 

 

 

TWO RIVERS ECUMENICAL FOOD PANTRY 

----JUNE SPECIAL NEEDS--  

Tomato sauce and paste, Chili beans, baked beans,  

soda crackers, tuna, spaghetti sauce, macaroni and cheese, 

canned fruit, toilet paper,  tooth paste, deodorant, bar soap, 

shampoo, ramen noodles, jelly, peanut butter, boxed 

potatoes, flavored rice, hamburger helpers, tuna helpers. 

STATISTICS 
           April ’15          April ‘16 

People               959                  942 
Families               355                  354 
Adults                  640                   617 
Children               319                  325 
New Families      20                    13 
Uses twice           98                  106 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: CREATION 
July 25-28, 4pm-7:30pm 

Saturday, July 30 9:30am-11:30am at the Manitowoc Aquatic Center 
Sunday, July 31 10:30am at church 

Join us this year for Vacation Bible School as we learn about God’s creation and our own part in it! We are 

excited to be exploring with wonder God’s creation, learning about farming and gardening and where our food 

comes from, taking care of our planet and taking care of ourselves. 
Children age 3 through 6th grade are welcome as participants. Youth starting 7th grade through 12th grade are 

invited to be helpers and volunteers. Adult volunteers are needed to be classroom teachers, shepherds, family 

leaders, craft helpers, game leaders, kitchen help, or work in other areas. Please see Pastor Colie if you are 

interested in being involved! 

 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST SUMMER CAMP OPTIONS 
Pilgrim Center and Moon Beach are two camping sites of the United Church of Christ where one can “get 

away” from routines and experience God in a new way. All kinds of summer camps are available by going to 

(www.ucci.org) and simply choosing one that appears to be of interest.  If you are a member of our church and go 

to Pilgrim Center or Moon Beach, we will contribute $200 to offset the cost ($100 for a half-week). 
 

KIDS & CAMP AND YOU!! 
As adults many of us remember fondly the times we experienced at camp. We laugh thinking how we played 

innocent tricks on our counselors, learned new camp songs, shared “classified” secrets with our bunk mate, or 

played in the water until we looked like a prune. 

The United Church of Christ has two wonderful camp locations in Wisconsin that are heavily used. As a result 

of this use and just through time, the facilities become worn out. Grace Congregational UCC is offering an 

opportunity for adults to improve the facilities at Pilgrim Center in Green Lake, providing youth and families of the 

future the same great experiences. 

Who – Any adult who wishes to serve God by putting their time and skills to use (if you think you don’t 

have skills you will be taught.) Since Pilgrim Center is quite close, we would like to appeal to any who feel they 

cannot be gone for an entire week, working for as many days as able. This is also a great opportunity for 

those new to a work mission. 

When – The week of October 9  We will probably arrive Sunday afternoon, begin work on Monday, and work 

through the week. 

What – There are many projects to be done at Pilgrim Center. They may include: staining and painting, 

remodeling for handicap accessibility, replacing a garage, soffit work, upgrading a 1950’s cabin, splitting wood, 

clearing trails and more. If inclement weather happens, indoor projects might include: insulating, working on 

flooring, furniture repair. 

Where – Pilgrim Center in Green Lake, less than 2 hours away on a beautiful lake near Ripon. 

Why – To improve the facilities, make it safer, and easier to use into the future. Many members of Grace 

are financially supporting the upgrades to these camps through the “Campital Campaign”. Our team will be putting 

some of that money to use through the improvements. As the United Church Camp website(www.ucci.org) says, 

“One generation shall commend Your works to another” Psalm 145:4. 

Other details – The cost is approximately $25 per day for meals, snacks and lodging. We’ll have real beds, 

warm showers, and common areas to spend our free time. At the end of the week we might be able to rent a boat 

and tour beautiful Green Lake with fall foliage on display. This time of the year is usually a great time to work 

outside; it’s not too hot and buggy. 

For more information – See Pastor Colie, Randy Ammerman or Annie Kleman. Please prayerfully consider 

this great opportunity, in a great place, for a great cause. We would like to get a team together as soon as possible 

so that we and Pilgrim Center can begin to plan for our work. 

  

http://www.ucci.org/
http://www.ucci.org/


 

 

LAY ACADEMY---WISCONSIN CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Do you want to deepen your faith and knowledge? Do you want to grow in spiritual maturity? Do you want to 

gain skills for empowering the ministry of Christ's church? Then Lay Academy is for you! 

Faith Foundations  

This two-year course of study will introduce a wide range of topics pertaining to Christian faith and the church. No 

prior education or experience is necessary, only a willingness to explore together in community. You will be asked 

to read a book chosen by the instructor prior to each weekend. Because each class takes the shape of a learning 

community, we ask that you enroll at the beginning of the cycle. 

Participants must: 
 Attend four of the five regular sessions per year. 

 Write a two page reflection paper following each session. 

 Attend one outside event pertaining to faith/church per year. 

 Meet regularly with their pastor or dialogue partner to discuss readings, lectures, questions and discussions. 

Faith Foundations – Years 1 & 2 
 Fridays 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm and Saturdays 8:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Year 1, 2016-2017 

 August 20, 2016 Introduction to Lay Academy – Sandra Graham & Tisha Brown 

 September 9-10 – You ARE a Theologian – Dr. Dow Edgerton 

 November 4-5 – The Older Testament, Part 1 Dr. Carolyn Pressler 

 January 20-21, 2017 The Older Testament, Part 2 – Dr. Carolyn Pressler 

 March 3-4 – Christian Theology: An Overview – Dr. Carolyn Roncolato 

 April 28-29 – Racism and Christian Ethics – Dr. Ben Sanders III 

Year 2, 2017-2018 
 September 8-9 – Christian Spiritual Practices - (TBD)  

 November 3-4 – Newer Testament Part 1 – Dr. Karl Kuhn 

 January 19-20, 2018 – Newer Testament Part 2 – Dr. Karl Kuhn 

 March 2-3 – Christian History: Mission to Missional (TBD) 

 April 27-28 – Exploration of World Religions (TBD) 

 

Registrations are already being received.  As of this writing, 48 seats remain.    

2016-2017 Lay Academy Fees 
 Wisconsin residents: $650 shared room; $800 private room 

 

 A Prayer 

We run harder to win. We work harder to break even. 

We piece our lives together. One cubit at a time, 

And we are left weary by our anxiety.And then, in the midst of our fatigue, 

Come your sovereign commandments. 

We are mindful That you are the glue 

That connects our present and our future. 

You are the link 

The makes continuity between our choices and destinies, 

Between our much striving and our inescapable outcomes. 

And we, Shocked by your relentless, uncompromising coherence, 

Break from our idols 

And slouch toward the neighborhood where you will us to be. 

We are felled into a company of brothers and sister 

Who care for us and Who call us to care, 

Neighbors all. We find open air 

And free space And safe companions 

Whereby we may quit running, 

And working, And exhausting. 

We fall back into our simplicity, 

Faithful to you and to neighbors, 

Just as you command us. 

         Written by: Walter Brueggemann 
 
 


