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Lesotho, Africa 
(I recently returned from a 3 month sabbatical.  My time was most spent at 

Emmaus Home, as I described last month.  Fay and I also visited our missionary, 

Mark Behle, in Lesotho.) 

When Jean Otto came into our midst with Warren, years ago, she spoke excitedly 

about a trip she took to Africa.  To know Jean was to know that she loved mission.  

She served on our Mission and Outreach Board.  She loved the church.  But the 

experience that captivated her heart was that trip to Africa and her visit with 

missionaries.  

I never had much interest in Africa.   But then I met Mark Behle.  A missionary of 

the United Church of Christ in Lesotho, Mark visited us in Two Rivers.  And I started 

paying attention.  Along the way, Mark asked, “Would you consider visiting me?”    

Fay and I spent two weeks in Africa.  From March 5-12, Mark was our chauffeur 

and translator, and he became a friend.  Words cannot describe our experience in 

Africa.  But let me try.   

Mark works for the Lesotho Evangelical Church (LEC) is a partner of the United 

Church of Christ.  150 years ago, a church in Paris was invited to send missionaries to 

that remote country.    Pastors learned the language, translated scriptures and hymns, 

and introduced Lesotho to Jesus Christ. 

Pastors for the LEC are trained at Morija Theological Seminary.  Thirty men and 

women study there for five years.  Theological books are rare (unaffordable!).  Upon 

graduation a pastor receives a salary of 1500 Rand ($100) a month.     

Fay and I spent 8 days in Morija.  About ¼ of the homes have electricity.  Water 

is available at select locations.  The sounds of the city include laughter, singing, 

mules, and outdoor conversation.    Most homes have one or two rooms, and are made 

of cement blocks.    

On Sunday we worshipped at a local church.  The worship service was read from 

a book.  It lasted 2½ hours.  The pastor preaches once or twice a month, otherwise lay 

members lead worship.  People dressed respectfully. Men wore suits, women--dresses.  

The building had no organ or air conditioning.  The receiving of the offering took 

about 30 minutes.   Everyone contributed.     

Mark works as a Director of Planning for the LEC.   He oversees building 

projects in remote areas of Lesotho.   Currently he oversees the building of a school in 

Qiloane.  In all my life I have never been to such a remote area.  Never.  About 80 

students are taught by 3 teachers in a one room building.  They have no text books.  

Each student had a pencil and a notebook. Lunch, prepared by mothers, included a 

Maize meal (called papa---tasted like a bland potato) and vegetables.   

One evening we worshiped with the students at the seminary.   The worship 

service was simple.  Singing was a cappella.  Though poor, the students were dressed 

in nice-looking uniforms.  The spirit of worship was serious.  Outside, the students 

expressed a joyous, Spirit-filled love for the Gospel.   Everyone in education has 

shaved heads (this did not look abnormal). 

In the countryside, scores of people (young and old) can be seen walking along 

the roadways.  No welfare system exists in Lesotho.  Shepherds are commonplace---

tending goats, cattle, and sheep.    

The Lesotho Evangelical Church has a powerful message speak to us.  The 

Gospel brings joy and hope to their lives.  On the evening before our departure, a 

young pastor invited us to his home.   Pastor Peter exuded a gracious welcome. His 

wife surprised us with a tasty dessert.  Before eating, their daughter offered this 

prayer:  “Lord, we thank you for the food we are about to eat.  God bless our food.  

Some have food but cannot eat.  Some can eat but have no food.  We have food and 

we can eat.  Glory be to you, O Lord.  Amen.”   

I now understand Jean Otto’s enthusiasm for the church in Africa.  Though 

struggling financially, they practice determined humility.   Their pastors are 

thoroughly committed to face the hardships in the church. The lasting impression I 

have is of Mark Behle---his personality, his love for Jesus, and his commitment to live 

a simple life.  Thank you, Grace Congregational Church, for making this opportunity 

available to me. 

 
 

 



 

 
O Lord, our Sovereign, 

how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 

Out of the mouths of babes and infants 

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 

to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars that you have established; 

what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

mortals that you care for them? 

Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 

and crowned them with glory and honor. (Psalm 8:1-5) 

 

Growing up in Illinois, there were two church camps that I remember attending when I was younger—Tower Hill and 

Pilgrim Park. Tower Hill is owned by the Illinois Conference of the UCC, but is actually located in Michigan, on the southeastern rim 

of Lake Michigan. In summer visits as a teen and young adult, I would climb the huge sand dunes next to the beach; in the winter, on 

retreat with my college friends, we would traverse the frozen waves and walk out onto the lake.  

One of my favorite memories from church when I was a youth was our annual winter retreat to Pilgrim Park. Late at night, 

we would take a silent walk through the dark, cold air, cross a bridge over the river and hike through the woods. Eventually, the trail 

would lead us up a hill where a large cross and benches sat above a cliff. We would lay on our backs on the benches and stare up at the 

stars in the sky (so many more stars than we could ever imagine, coming from the suburbs of Chicago!), and we would ask each other 

and ourselves big questions about God and life and the meaning of it all. 

These experiences and many others help me know that going to church camp was a vital experience for me throughout my 

formative years. Unfortunately, we are in a time when many churches are having to give up their camps because they simply cannot 

afford to keep them and care for them any longer. But here in Wisconsin, we are blessed to have two camps—Moon Beach and 

Pilgrim Center—that can help us to “ignite our fires”, “feed our souls”, and “build our faith” as we experience God and the wonder of 

creation at church camp. 

As a church, we believe that it is important for us to help support the ministry work that happens at our camps. But it is also 

important for us to take advantage of the amazing opportunities these camps offer to us, too! Kids camps, adult retreats, and camps for 

the whole family; Work Camps for youth or for adults; Camp Awesum (for youth and families affected by autism spectrum disorders; 

Adventure Camps, Music Art Drama and Dance Camp, Pilgrim Con (traditional summer camp mixed with a celebration of all things 

Geek-culture), Create Innovate and Build Camp---there is a whole host of options for people of all ages to grow their faith and create 

life-long memories as they enjoy their summer. 

Interested in learning more? Check out their website—www.ucci.org—or talk to Pastor Colie or Pastor Kim for more 

information. These camps are open to anyone, whether they are a church member or not. And, here at Grace, we offer scholarships to 

help make camps affordable--If you send your children (or yourself!) to one of the camping programs offered by Pilgrim Center or 

Moon Beach, the church will contribute $200 per person for a one-week camp (or $100 for a partial-week camp). Our church 

Association offers additional scholarships too—talk to one of our Pastors for how to receive these too. 

 

Happy Summer! (…..it will be summer here soon, right?...) 

 Pastor Colie 

 

 

 



 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

 I would like to thank you for your kindness and support during my time at Grace Congregational United Church of Christ.  

From the time you agreed to host an intern to this very day I have felt welcomed.  The United Church of Christ has changed the name 

of a person considering or studying for the ministry from student in care to member in discernment.  The term student in care much 

more accurately describes our relationship.  You have cared for me and nurtured me, opened your lives to me.  You have treated me 

just as Paul advised the Ephesians, “ Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, when each part is working 

properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love.” (Eph 4:15-16 RSV) 

 Without churches willing to take a chance on unknown students, just as Grace Congregational UCC has taken a chance on 

me, the growth of the church in love would be diminished.  I thank God for you.  I thank God that your vision extends beyond the 

walls of the church building.  Your vision looks back with gratitude, but also forward.  Forward into an unknown future , trusting that 

God will lead you. 

 Many, many of you have helped me understand what a healthy church body looks like.  You have opened your board 

meetings to me.  Thank you.  Jean Schwalbe  and Kim Steckmesser have coached me on those things we take for granted- the 

newsletter, the bulletin, ordering books for book study.  Thank you.  Pastor Kim has provided a model of leadership that is both loving 

and efficient.  Thank you.  Pastor Colie has been a kind and patient mentor.  Thank you.  The Leadership Committee members have 

met with me and spoken truth in love.  Thank you.  Andrea Allington and Beverly Mark have helped me to understand what makes a 

successful church music program.  Thank you.  To Bill Monka who always stopped in to say Hi.  Thank you.  Bruce Suettinger, the 

person who made sure the microphone had battery power and was turned on.  Thank you.    

 Thank you to the Confirmation Students who shared their learning and life with me.  Thank you to the book study groups, we 

read, prayed, shared and cared together.  Thank you to all the musicians for adding joy to the worship.  Thank you to each one of you.  

You smiled at me in the beginning when I thought every man in the congregation was named Bill.  (or at least it seemed I was calling 

everyone Bill)  I have been truly blessed.   

 As I write this I am sitting outside enjoying the beauty of God’s creation.  The daffodils have started to bloom, the robins are 

building nests, the bugs are out and about.  When you read this I will be in Minnesota finishing up a class in Church Administration.  I 

may learn many things about running a church, but I won’t learn about growth in love.  That gift I received from you.  Thank you.   

Your intern, friend, and sister in Christ, Diane L. Cayemberg 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share in worship leadership during Pastor Kim’s 

sabbatical time. You were all so gracious to me during those 3 months, and I thank you as well 

for the many ways you have shown appreciation since. It was a pleasure to serve alongside 

Pastor Colie and to learn from her, and to be a part of Diane’s journey in ministry. It’s been good to be “back in my pew” for now, but 

I wanted you to know how much I appreciated the chance to serve my church family that way. See you at church! Kathryn Kuhn 

In the Bible, a story can be found in Acts, chapter 2----that is every bit as important as the story of Christmas and 

Easter.  It goes like this:   

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 

gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 

astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 

native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 

new wine.” 
On Sunday, May 15, the church of Jesus Christ celebrates the day of Pentecost which occurs 50 days after 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.   We will come together…. 

1) In a Spirit of Joy and Hope, knowing that God’s Holy Spirit sustains us; 

2) As you know from the story above, the Gospel on Pentecost was spoken in a host of different languages.  

We will listen to the Lord’s Prayer prayed in a foreign language. 

3) When the church celebrates any special occasion that is meaningful, we always gather at the Lord’s Table 

for the sacrament of Holy Communion.  We will do so on May 15.  The United Church of Christ practices an 

open communion, all are welcome at the Table….. 



 
 

Extreme Make-Over Work Camp at Moon Beach---June 12-June 16 

Youth……This is For You!!! 
Each summer, we give our youth (completing sixth grade and older) an opportunity to work at Moon Beach.  We do work 

projects like raking leaves, shoveling dirt, cutting branches, sweeping sidewalks, piling wood, washing windows, and 

whatever else Glenn finds for us to do. 

 

Here is the plan: 

1) Every youth should have received a Registration form.  If not, contact Pastor Kim or Pastor Colie. 

2) On Sunday, June 12, will leave Grace Congregational Church at 1 p.m. in order to arrive at Moon Beach in time 

for dinner.  We will arrive back in Two Rivers on Thursday, June 16 at 2 p.m. 

3) The cost per student (and adult volunteer) is only $35.  The balance of $100 is underwritten by a gift from the 

Endowment Fund. 

4) We expect that youth who attend a work camp know that they must work.  We work about 5 hours each day, 

leaving about 6 hours of swimming, hiking, for reading time for each individual. 

5) Registration forms must be returned to Grace Congregational Church by Friday, June 5. 

 

Tubing at Wilke Lake-----July 13 and July 20 

Each summer, we provide a day-long outing to Wilke Lake (Manitowoc County) where we spend time together 

swimming and tubing.  On July 13, we invite high school youth (completed 8th grade 

through graduation) to spend the day with us.  On July 20, we invite middle school youth 

(completed 6th grade through 8th grade), to join us. 

Here is the plan 

1) Each youth should have received a Registration form.  If not, pick on up at the 

Information Center. 

2) We leave at 10 a.m., go first to the cheese factory, and then proceed to Wilke Lake.  Dress in appropriate clothing, 

with your swimming suit underneath. 

3) To assist with the cost of gasoline, we ask each youth to contribute $5.  When you hand-in your registration form, 

include the $. 

4) We expect that youth will be respectful of each other.  If you are not a fluid swimmer, bring a life jacket along 

with you. (For those on the boat and tubing, life jackets will be provided.) 

5) Bring a bag lunch, including a beverage.  Also, bring a snack of some sort to share with others. 

Questions?  Contact Pastor Colie or Pastor Kim. 

  Mark Your Calendars:September 23-25----ALL CHURCH RETREAT AT MOON BEACH 

SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES 



A VISIT TO HAITI TO SEE THE WORK OF THE WHAT IF FOUNDATION 
 

On April 7, Betty Becker from our Board of Mission and Outreach and I travelled to Haiti, invited by Margaret 

Trost of the What If Foundation to witness the dedication of the school recently completed in Port au Prince.  Grace 

Church has designated our Advent offering for the past couple of years to What If. Margaret has also visited Grace to 

speak about Haiti and describe the work of feeding and educating poor children there.  We were excited to see it in 

person.  

How can I describe Port au Prince, Haiti?  My first impression was how crowded and chaotic it is.  The traffic in 

this city of 3 million can be crazy.  With no lane markers or traffic signals, cars, trucks, motorcycles and pedestrians are 

all mixing together, horns beeping.   Main roads are paved, but side streets are rutted and climb the hills of the city at 

steep angles.  The hodge-podge of buildings, some solid and decent, others made of broken chunks of concrete, wood, tin 

or tarps, stand wall-to-wall with no apparent planning or organization.  Every substantial structure is walled-off from the 

street, with a gate for access.  People are walking everywhere, many carrying loads on their heads, or hopping on or off 

the back of small pickup trucks or vans used as taxis.  Market areas are lined with vendors in small booths, selling just 

about anything.  The dominant religion is Christian, and most churches are Catholic, although there was a large 

evangelical church very near the school we visited.  The language spoken is Creole, which has similarities to French and 

Spanish. 

Haiti is poor, with ¾ of the population living on less than $2 per day and half (4.5 million people) on less than $1 a 

day.   The unemployment rate is 70% and 50% of the population is illiterate.  Nearly half of Haiti’s wealth is controlled by 

the top 1%.   Many people lack access to safe drinking water and sufficient food.  Haiti has the worst health statistics in 

the Western Hemisphere.  There are historical reasons for this sad state of affairs, which I lack space to explain here, but 

are summarized in Margaret Trost’s book, “On That Day Everyone Ate” in our church library.  Public education is only 

available to about 10% of the population, and most families cannot afford the tuition, books and uniforms required by 

private schools. 

In the midst of overwhelming poverty and need, some local leaders have had a vision of programs to provide food, 

education and hope for a better life.  One such person was a Catholic priest named Father Girard Jean-Just, whose parish 

was in a poor neighborhood of Port au Prince known as Ti Plas Kazo.  During a visit to Haiti in 2000, Margaret Trost met 

Father Gerry and was moved by the need and by his vision.  On her return home she established a nonprofit foundation, 

which she named “What If”.  The funds raised were used to feed children in Ti Plas Kazo, beginning with just one meal a 

week.  Now up to 1200 children, and pregnant and nursing mothers, come for a meal five days a week.  For many, this 

may be the only decent meal they eat that day.  Betty and I, and other supporters of What If, were able to see the food 

being prepared and to help to serve it to the children on Friday.  It was impressive to see the numbers of children, who sat 

quietly and patiently waited for a plate or bowl of food to be passed to them.  In spite of generous portions of rice, beans, 

and a little chicken served to even the youngest, hardly any was left behind when plates were returned. 

Father Gerry also had a vision for education for the children of Ti Plas Kazo.  Since 2002, What If Foundation has 

provided scholarships to elementary and high school students and to some students at technical colleges.   We were able to 

meet some of these former students who have become lawyers, accountants, teachers and youth workers, and a medical 

doctor.   Every summer, What If has funded a community day camp that helps children learn skills like cooking, sewing, 

embroidery and arts and crafts, along with a hot lunch.  And there is also an after school program that offers tutoring and 

classes in computers, English, music and sewing.   

Needing to relocate the food and education programs following the 2010 earthquake, a plot of land in the 

neighborhood was purchased to build a cafeteria and school.  The building was completed this February, and features six 

classrooms, and a kitchen, serving and dining area.  The cooking is done over propane burners in a “summer kitchen” 

separate from the main building.  The school was built to withstand an earthquake, and uses natural ventilation and 

lighting (electricity was interrupted often during the ribbon cutting celebration), running water(from cisterns which collect 

rainwater) and a septic system.  The director will be interviewing and hiring teachers, with plans to enroll the younger 

elementary grades this fall and gradually expand up to grade 12, accommodating 450 students. 

While in Port au Prince, we also met Daniel Tillias, who was mentioned by Pastor Colie in her Easter sermon.  He 

directs a youth program and runs an urban garden in Cite Soleil, also a very poor neighborhood.  There we saw another 

oasis of hope in the midst of deprivation. 

We were proud that Grace Church has been able to play a small part in feeding and educating poor children in Haiti 

through What If and its Haitian partner organization, Na Rive.  We need to continue and expand our support to provide 

hope to a new generation of Haitians, who have suffered so much from poverty, political upheaval, and natural disasters in 

the past.   Pray for Haiti and its leaders.  Thank you for this opportunity to witness God’s work in Haiti. 

Don DeBruyn 

 



HONORING THOSE AMONG US WHO SERVE 

May 21
st
 is Armed Services Day - a day to thank our military members for their patriotic 

service in support of our country.  Let us not forget their courage and sacrifices.   The Diaconate 

has printed mailing labels of our church military personnel for you.  They are available in the 

gathering area.  We ask you to send thank you cards or postcards to let them know that they are 

not forgotten and are in our prayers.  On Armed Forces Day and everyday we are grateful for all 

they do in answering the call to serve. 

 

  

 Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 

Total 2016 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational Church:                                           $399,813 
Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                                $33,317 
Pledged Income Received in March, 2016:                                                                                     $30,237 
 

In our annual stewardship drive back in November, 73 of our ‘giving units’ increased their commitment to our 

church, enabling us to better serve our church and supporting the Conference’s CAMPITAL Campaign.  We offer 

bundles and bundles of thanks to each of you who support this ministry.  We are grateful for your faith expressed in 

this way. 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to 

support our day to day ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  Active members and friends are expected 

to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

“One of the dangers of having a lot of money is that you may be quite satisfied with the kinds of happiness 

money can give, and so fail to realize your need for God. If everything seems to come simply by signing checks, 

you may forget that you are at every moment totally dependent on God.”     C.S. Lewis 

 

MISSION AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Strengthen the Church 

Strengthen The Church (STC) is a special mission offering to reimagine and build the future of the UCC. 

Shared at the conference and national levels, STC largely supports youth ministries and full-time leaders for new 

churches in parts of the country where the UCC voice has not been heard. 

As God calls our congregations to be the "church" in new ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken 

new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young adults. STC funds will also be 

used to  award grants to help congregations communicate the "God is still speaking," message. The STC offering 

will be taken on Pentecost Sunday, May 15, 2016  

Stillspeaking 
Still speaking is the shorter form of "God is still speaking," a campaign by the United Church of Christ to 

remind us that God still has a lot more to say.  Since 2004, Stillspeaking has worked with thousands of UCC 

churches and individuals across the country to extend an extravagant welcome to all--because no matter who you 

are, or where you are on life's journey, you're welcome here.  

 

GENERATION G 
I can’t believe that it’s MAY!!! This year has FLOWN by! Generation G Meets Wednesday May 4, May 11 

and May 18th is our last regularly scheduled Wednesday…. from 7-8pm. However that is NOT the end of 

Generation G for the summer! We switch to some fun events! 

FRIDAY May 13th from 5-7 we will be hosting Generation G Family night! If YOU have a  High school 

youth (meaning just finishing 8th grade and will be attending high school— through graduating Seniors) Bring a 

dish to share and your favorite ICE CREAM topping— and come join us! We will be going through what’s coming 

up Summer events as well as enjoying some FUN bonding time. Please respond via Facebook or you can email 
Nicole so she knows how many to plan on. We look forward to spending some time with all of you! 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENIOR LUNCHEON  

May 22nd  
after the 10:30 service  

 

RSVP: Call the Church Office: 553-1222 or Sign up at 

the  Information Center 

 

 

LADIES OF GRACE 

Afternoon Circle will meet for lunch on Tuesday, 

May 10
th

  at 11:30am at Court House Pub- 

Manitowoc 

 Ladies of Grace are welcome to attend this 

monthly luncheon. Bring a friend along too.  

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS , THANK YOU 

On behalf of the Confirmation Class , thank you 

so very much to all who participated in and supported 

the Songs of Celebration Concert and Bake Sale. On 

the information desk there are free dvd copies of this 

year's program. If more copies are needed of any of 

the 3 Songs of Celebration Concerts please contact the 

church office.  

  

 

 

A BABY BAPTISED 
THE BAPTISM OF HADLEY  

Hadley Caroline, the daughter of Aaron and Melissa, 

was baptized April 10th.   

 

THANK YOU 

Dear members and friends of Grace,  

I am so grateful for the beautiful pink and Daisy 

plant that Diane Cayemberg brought to me . In 

memory of my only brother. Sincerely, Flossie L 

 

Host week is this week May 1- May 8
th
 Remember 

food is available at Hope House to use in providing a 

meal. If you have questions, please contact Mickey 

Veleke or Betty Becker. 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Blood donors, mark your calendars for May 23rd 

blood drive at Grace.  It will be held from 2-6:00 

pm.  Sign up sheet will be out soon. 

 

EARTH CARE COMMITTEE 

If you are interested in stewardship of the earth, 

then we are looking for you.  The intent is to form a 

committee that would bring ideas to our members on 

ways to better care for the earth not only at church but 

in our daily lives. If you are interested, please let Pastor 

Kim or Betty Becker know (listed in directory). 

 

 TIME AFTER CHURCH SUMMER SERVERS 

We are in need of volunteers for the summer TAC 

services. Please stop by the informational desk and sign 

up and thank you for offering your time as we know 

summers get very busy.  

 

SALVATION ARMY 100
TH

 YR. CELEBRATION 

WATCH FOR INFORMATION on PROGRAMS 


