
Newsletter 
September 
2018

2801 GARFIELD ST.  
TWO RIVERS 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 

8:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

KIDS’ SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:15 AM ADULT STUDY

9:30 AM 
 

920-553-1222
WWW.GRACEUCC.ORG 
unitedchurchofchristgrace 

@gmail.com 
Pastor Kim Henning

khenning1956@gmail.com 
Pastor Colie Bettivia 

pastorcolie@gmail.com 
 

Grace Congregational 

Who's answering the phone? 

When you call the church, who will pick up? 

Meet our two administrative assistants. 

Jean has been working in the Grace office since March 2014.  In
addition to working on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays from
8:00 am to 1:00 pm; she works at Shady Lane Nursing Home.   
Jean is originally from Reedsville.  She attends St. John's
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Newtonburg with her husband
Jon.  In November, they will celebrate their 44th anniversary. They
have five adult children, four boys and one girl.  They have three
grandchildren and one more through marriage. Jean is busy this
summer and fall with three weddings.   
Jean has many responsibilities but the ones you may be most
familiar with are the weekly bulletin/PowerPoint and monthly
newsletter.  Scrapbooking is Jean’s hobby.  When you drop in,
Jean appreciates fresh vegetables and flowers.
schwalbejean@gmail.com.  

Debbie just started at Grace Congregational on August
14th.  She retired from Orion Energy Systems as their
Accounting Manager a month earlier.  Prior to Orion She
was employed by Hamilton for 36 years. 
Debbie is originally from Two Rivers.  She has been married
to husband Al for 37 years and they have two adult sons.
 She has been a member of Grace Congregational for 10
years. 
She is looking forward to getting Grace records and
finances computerized as it's good for the church's growth.
 If you visit Grace on Tuesday or Thursday, please drop in
and visit Debbie.  She likes chocolate and smiles.   
You can reach her at daugustinegcc@gmail.com. 

United Church of Christ

Jean 

Schwalbe

Debbie  

Augustine

In this months newsletter........

"What a Friend", by Pastor Kim - p 2 

"What to say...." by Pastor Colie - p 3 

Gen G (High School Youth) - p 4 

ASP 2019 - p 4 

Rally Day - p 5 

Sunday School - p 3 

Church Cabinet - p 3 

Church news - p 6-7 

Community news - p 7 

Celebrations 

          and Prayer Concerns - p 8

1

Moderator's Message 

     Church Constitution - p 4



     Twice a month, I lead worship outside of our building; one at Meadow View, another at Atrium.   I love it!  For
twenty-five minutes I get to interact with people who love God, have great stories to tell, and enjoy life.     At
each service I typically ask them for song suggestions.  They dependably request, “What a Friend We Have in
Jesus.”   I am not surprised.   
     Along life’s way, they have walked through the shadow of death.  Close friends and classmates have died.
 They no longer live in their homes.  But the one who lives on with them is Jesus.   They sing this hymn with
gusto. 
 
     Last week in Vacation Bible School, I spent three hours each afternoon with your children. When Pastor
Colie told me the stories our children would learn, I decided to teach them, using sign language:  “What a
Friend We Have in Jesus.”  I explored other music that was livelier--more contemporary.  But my thoughts kept
returning to this:  
               What a friend we have in Jesus; all our sins and griefs to bear; 
                What a privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer. 
                Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear; 
                All because we do not carry, everything to God in prayer. 
 
     At Vacation Bible School, we talked about the value of friends.  That smile on your face lifts another’s heart.
 That firm handshake expresses your care.  That question you ask shows your interest.  What would we do
without friends?      
 
     Here are some things to know about friends.  They know our names; they spend time with us; they ask for
help; they listen; they seem to know when something’s wrong.  Here are some other things to know about
friends:  they don’t harm us; they don’t take us to dark places; they don’t operate with secrets;  they don’t
control us.  Paul said, “Do not be deceived:  ‘Bad company ruins good morals.” (I Cor. 14)     
     A beautiful moment occurs in John’s Gospel when Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this,  to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants
any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends……”  
Love is the guiding principle between us and God.  Friends forgive as they are forgiven.  A friend encourages;
builds another up.  
 
     Most of you know Mark Behle.  Mark (nearly retired!) will be visiting us in October.    I remember something
Mark once said about 5 years ago. A person from our church said, “Mark, you are single.  Don’t you get lonely
in Lesotho?”  Mark responded with a slight grin, “Lonely?  Jesus is with me.  I’m very fine.”   

"What a Friend!"

Pastor Kim Henning

Sunday School!!
The first day of Sunday School is Rally Day, Sept 9. All classes begin in the

Sanctuary at 9:15am. After an opening time with music and story, classes split
into their classrooms for lessons and activities.  

Parents are invited to stay in the sanctuary for a Parents' Meeting on Sept 9. 
Classes will dismiss at 10am to allow time to travel to Neshotah Park for Rally

Day! (Normally, classes dismiss at 10:15am) 
There are classes for children age 3 through 8th grade. 9th grade and older are
welcome in the adult class or to serve as helpers for the younger children. If you

are interested in helping, please talk to Pastor Colie. 2



Recently I read an article on an Presbyterian online magazine, The Presbyterian Outlook. Written by Rev.
Emma Nickel, the article is titled, “Say this, Not that!” She argues that the words we use in church matter -

especially how we talk to each other and how we talk about the work we do as the church. She writes, “What
we say shapes our reality. Since we are in the business of helping people form and mold their faith, our

language has the power to build stronger faith muscles. The words we speak can help people realize that
their values are truly grounded in faith in Christ. How we choose to speak about the church impacts who

wants to be there, how they act inside the community and even what our church’s longevity may be.” 
 

This reminded me of how, not too long ago, The Earth Care group in our church changed its name - when
they began, they were the Earth Care Team, now they are the Earth Care Ministry. Does that matter?

Certainly it could be argued that it’s all pretty similar no matter what we call the church groups like this -
teams, ministries, boards, committees, etc - but I can feel the difference in it. Ministry is an active reminder to

all of us that we aren’t just doing work together, but that the work we do is for God.  
 

So what does Emma Nickel think church members should say when they speak to each other? Here are
some of her suggestions…... 

“Let’s make a plan to act in the way God is guiding
us in faith”  

instead of “We just need to have faith.” 
This doesn’t mean we don’t encourage each other to
have faith in tough situations -- of course we should!

But sometimes the expression “Just have some faith!”
is used to avoid taking action on an issue. Emma’s

point is that in addition to our faith, we can also move
into action. 

 
“Children are full members of the body of Christ

right now”  
instead of “Children are the future of the church.” 

This is a big one for me! Yes, children and youth are
the future of the church, but if we want them to be a

part of that future church, we must take them seriously
as a vital part of the church right now. The church is
one of the few places in society where people come

together across generational lines. It’s pretty amazing
when you think about it! 

 
“I’m not sure we’ve met.  I’m ______”  

instead of “Are you new here?” 
This is a great suggestion for 2 reasons. One, it saves
you the embarrassment of being wrong if the person

isn’t new and you just don’t recognize them (I’ve seen
it happen!). Second, it’s hard being “new”, especially

in a place like a church where it seems like everybody
knows everybody else and you’re not sure if you will fit

in. A simple, kind introduction can go a long way to
making someone feel welcome. 

What to say when we talk to each other

Pastor Colie Bettivia

“How can we engage and support our newer
members?” instead of “Why do people join the

church and then disappear?” 
It’s true that many members (not just “newer”

ones) come and go in the life of the church, while
others are firmly planted for decades or longer. It
is also true that attendance patterns are not what

they used to be - attending church regularly
means something different than it did 30 years
ago. Rather than lamenting this, we can ask

ourselves - What is different for families now than
in the past, and how can we help? What might we

be able to offer to people to help them be more
engaged? How can we all continue to grow and

deepen our faith? 
 

“What ministries are we gifted for that God is
calling us into?” instead of “Maybe we could start

a program like that church down that road.” 
Churches are similar to individuals in that different

churches have different personalities and roles
that they are called into. A church shouldn’t try to

do everything! Rather, we can find the specific
things that we are good at and meet that with
some of the needs of our community to do the

best work we can do. 
 
 

(To read Rev. Nickel’s full article, you can find it at
https://pres-outlook.org/2018/07/say-this-not-that/ ) 

Our Church 

Cabinet

Moderator, Don DeBruyn  
Treasurer, Linda Justema   

Clerk, Rein Elias 
Financial Sec, Chris Blimel  

Trustee Chair, Todd Moolenaar 
Diaconate Chair,  Brian VanElls 

Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch 
Mission & Outreach Chair,  

Doug Charles 
Pastor Kim's Pastor/Parish Chair,  

Jeff Harding 
Pastor Colie's Pastor/Parish Chair,  

Jim Miller 3
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Taking a suggestion from our previous Board of Trustees, the Cabinet in April voted to appoint a committee to
review and suggest revisions to our Constitution.  This group of six members has met every two to three

weeks and is slowly but thoroughly progressing through the document.  We are halfway through Article 9,
which describes the duties of church officers.  Next we will be looking at Article 10, which names and

describes the makeup and duties of each of the Boards of our church. Article 11 deals with committees.
 Article 15 deals separately with the Endowment Board and is the last article of the Constitution.  We also will
be creating some bylaws to cover some items which we feel may not belong in the Constitution, but yet need

to be addressed and which may be more subject to changes over time. 
Any member who wishes to provide input on these matters should speak with me or any other member of the

committee.  Thanks to Renee Anderson, Mary Elias, Sarah Gallagher, Pastor Kim Henning, and Larry
Peterson for their attendance, research and suggestions at our meetings.   Our next meeting is planned for

August 30 at 9am.  
When we have completed our review, the revisions suggested will be submitted to the congregation for their

comment and approval, hopefully at the Annual meeting in January. 

Moderator's Message

Don DeBryun

Church constitution undergoing review and revision

Generation G (High School Youth)
Wednesday September 5th from 7-8 Generation G begins meeting every Wednesday night

in the high school youth room (off the fellowship hall). Youth 9th grade-12th are invited to
come as we begin the year studying “Half Truths” by Adam Hamilton. We’ll be digging into

“God Helps those who help themselves and other things the bible doesn’t say”. We’re
checking the calendars for a concert at the Cup O Joy and a retreat this winter!   

Parents & Youth— please share sport schedules, upcoming concerts, musicals, or other
events we can come check out as soon as you have a heads up so that we can get them on

our calendar.  
We look forward to seeing our high schooler’s Wednesday nights! If you have questions you

can contact Nicole Herda at nlherda@yahoo.com  
ASP (Appalachia Service Project) 2018......

looking ahead to ASP 2019!

Pirates for the CURE-ibbean at  
Relay for Life!

Appalachia Service Project (ASP) 2019
Tuesday September 11 at 6:30 anyone interested in participating in the Appalachia Service
Project (ASP) summer of 2019 will be meeting by the information center. The meeting will

last 1 hour and will include the dates of the trip, expectations, the beginning of our only
fundraiser (Christmas wreath sales), and sign up so we can begin our registration process.
Parents are welcome to attend with youth. Anyone 9th grade and above is welcome to join

us! If you have questions, please contact Wade Juza, Keith Barneson or Nicole Herda
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Total 2018 Expected Expenses for Grace
Congregational UCC:         $409,385 

Amount of pledged income needed each month
to balance our budget:       $32,221 

Pledged Income Received in July:      $31,628 
 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from
using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to

support our day to day ministry at Grace
Congregational Church.  Members are expected
to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to

God.   

Stewardship Corner:

CAMPital Campaign

For Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center, 

the United Church Camps 

Incorporated

Grace Congregational Church has been invited to
contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund
campaign for the upkeep and improvement of our

two church camps, Moon Beach and Pilgrim
Center.   We are grateful to individuals who

voluntarily contribute to this campaign.  Through
December of 2017, our records show that

individuals have made contributions totaling
$72,490.  

Contributions Made in 2018:  $1656  
Contributions made in July:  $150 

Women of Grace

Next meeting:  Saturday, September 8th @ 9am in
the Fellowship Hall 

The Women Of Grace would like to thank the
congregation for baking 43 ice cream buckets of
cookies that were sent with the ASP group this

year!  Thank you so very much!  You are
awesome!! 

At our meeting on September 8th, we will discuss
the Applefest cookie sale which is on October 13th

this year. We will also pick a date for our chili
dinner/bazaar which will be held in November. 

Please come for all are invited and we need your
help/input! 

Yours In Christ, Amy LeGreve and Renee Anderson 

Women's Luncheon

We would like to invite ALL women of the church to
our Women’s Luncheon Group.   

Announcements are usually in the bulletin and in
the newsletter. If you need a ride we can usually
provide it. September 11th  we are going to be at
Perkins in Manitowoc at 11:30 a.m. Contact Chris
Blimel at 793-2204 or Sandy Monka at 553-2047 if

you will be going. 

Church Work Day 

We are having an outside work day the morning
of Saturday, Sept 8, starting at 8AM. We will be

trimming, cutting, and hauling branches and
bushes from around church. If you do not want to

cut and haul, you can help the gardeners get
ready for winter. Please bring cutters if you have

them. Thank you so much!

Hope House Host Week

Our next host week at Hope House is August 26th
thru September 1st.   The white board is up.  Can

you give of your time?  Let me thank you in advance
for your continued dedication to this cause.

 POTENTIAL VOLUNTEERS:  Think you may be
interested in becoming a Hope House volunteer?

 No need to wait for a training session.
 Accommodations can be made most any time.

 Don't forget that we also offer shadowing so you
can get an idea of what HH is all about. Entrance
they want all to use (it's the one with the locked
doors that use the buzzer to allow entry).  The

phone number is still 686-1436. 
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Music News 

Grace Choir and 

Handbell Choir

The music ministry of Grace will begin rehearsals
again this fall. Music is a rewarding way to serve

the church and to praise God.   Grace’s Adult Choir
will begin weekly rehearsals on Wednesday,

September 5  from 7:00-8:15pm.  Grace’s Handbell
Choir will begin weekly rehearsals on Monday,
September 10 from 11:00-12:00am. These are

open groups. We welcome all musical abilities and
any time you can give! 

“Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of

praise!”  Psalm 95:2 

 Lakeshore Memory Cafe 

Sept 5

Woodland Dunes will give us a presentation
about their Nature Center. We’ll gather

Wednesday, September 5, from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
at the Manitowoc Public Library’s Balkansky

Room (707 Quay St). There is no charge and all
are welcome. Find us on Facebook. Safe, Social,
Supportive; working to make Manitowoc County

more dementia friendly. 
The Lakeshore Memory Café provides a

comfortable and non-judgmental environment in
which persons with dementia, their families, and

their caregivers can interact and enjoy the
company of others experiencing similar

challenges. 

Community 
News/Events

Education Opportunities 

at Lakeland University

Lakeland University is a college related to the United
Church of Christ.  In 1862, Lakeland (then, Mission
House) was formed as an academy, college and
seminary to provide pastors to churches of the
Reformed Church denomination.  Things have

changed over the years.  The academy was closed
years ago.  The seminary merged with Yankton

Seminary to form United Theological Seminary in
New Brighton, Minnesota.  And yet Lakeland

University has continued to discern ways that it can
serve the church.  Here are some opportunities you

might find interesting:  
------------ 

Monday, September 10, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
Ulrich Center Lecture 

Speaker:  Dr. Tony Campolo 
Topic:  The State of the Church Today 

----------- 
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 

Confirmation Class Event w/ Bryan Sirchio 
-------------- 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. 
Mission House Lecture 

Lecture:  “So Many Ways of Saying God” 
Speaker:  Christian Wiman, professor of religion at

Yale Divinity School 

Rally Day Silent Auction

A silent Auction is being held to reduce the
cost for individuals and families attending

the Moon Beach retreat weekend. The
Silent Auction items can be found in the

Fellowship Hall.  
Please check your bids each Sunday.  

A great big thank you to all who donated
items and baskets!! 

The Auction will end at 10:00 a.m. Sunday,
September 9 

Senior Gathering and  

BINGO

Where: Grace Congregational Church
Fellowship Hall,   

When: Tuesday, October 2, 2018  
1:30 to 3:00 pm 

 
     Need Transportation?   

Call 553-4051 (Marsha Heuer)  
or 645-3676 (Diane Eggers) 

 
RSVP: 

Call the Church Office: 553-1222  
or Sign up at the  Information Center 
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birthdays and 
anniversaries

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 - Paul Stein 

2 – Craig Schuh 
3 – Matt Anderson, 

Nora Schroeder 
4 - Jean Wondrash 

Max Loomis 
5 - Isabelle Henrickson 

Joan Dewey 
Larry Lambries 
Laura Jasper 

Ashley Eslinger 
7 - John Wallace 

Matthew Grumann 
8 - Gary McVey 

Billy Laurin 
9 - Erica Mainwaring 

Brett Linzmeier 
Tony Taddy 
Jean Sutter 

10 - Joyce Emond 
Joshua Willis 
Stacy Backus 

Kelly Flickinger-Ruhbusch 
11 - Sydney Klein 

Josh Kintgen 
12 - Karl Kahlenberg 

Shannon Klein 
14 - Emily Duvall 

15 - Susan Diedrich 
Stephanie Mueller 

Hal Lexow 
16 - Jill DeRosier 
17 - Larry Krueger 

18 - Randy Ammerman 
Noah Van Ells 

20 - Fay Henning 
Jake Hillmer, Jimmi Anderson 

Donna Anderson 
21 - Kathy Tolksdorf 

Ed Rappe 
Ray Claudel 

22 - Cherie Stiefvater 
23 - Chad Bauknecht 

Emily Hearley 
24 – Katie Ver Haagh 
26 - Kim Steckmesser 

Doug Charles 
Leyah Van Ells 
28 - Caleb Juza 
29 - Rich Holzer 

 

30 - Patty Heise 
Bill Monka 

Linda Justema 
Susie Miller 

Anton Pietenpol 
 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
2 – Ed and Anita Rappe 

3 – Michael and Maria Hillmer 
6 - Tim and Laurie Burke 
8 - Jim and Susie Miller 

9 - Mat and Mary Sosnosky 
Casey and Lynn Rennert 

10 - Marv and Joylyn Moore 
11 - Mark and Terri Kornely 
13 - Brett and Janet Marx 

17 - Larry and Rita Lambries 
19 – Jerry and Kathy Nichols 
Travis and Amber Bohman 

20 - Adam and Kristi Schanilec 
Eric and Joy Schramm 

22 – Ron and Diane Eggers 
23 - Bradd and Kim Steckmesser 
24 - Bruce and Donna Fehrman 
26 - Richard and Jill Richmond 

Mike and Peggy Mueller 
28 - Charlie and Joanie Mohr 

Burt and Judie Root 
28 – Chris and Laura Rozmarynoski 

30 - Tom and Deb Keery 
 

joys and 
concerns

HOSPITALIZED 
Joan Dewey had surgery Tuesday,
August 14th at Aurora Bay Care in

Green Bay and continues her
recovery at home.  

Sally Jo Grant had surgery
Wednesday, August 15th in

Milwaukee and continues her
recovery at home. 

Barbee Lester had surgery the week
of August 5th  at St. Luke Hospital in

Milwaukee  
 

OUR SYMPATHY 
We offer our sympathy to Karl and
Cindy Schindl as they grieve the
death of Karl’s mother, Evelyn

Manson.  Evelyn died on Thursday,
July 26, and a memorial service was
held on Monday, July 30 in Elmhurst,

IL.   
 

BAPTISM BLESSINGS 
Joseph Anthony Reinke and Olivia

Audreyann Reinke, son and daughter
of Jennifer and Tony Reinke, were
baptized August 19th. Olivia and

Joey’s other siblings are Tia Renier
and Trevor Johnson. Their

grandparents are Gary and Ann
Reinke and Bob and Audrey Conard.
Named as Godparents for Joey are
Trevor Johnson, Joe and Brenda

Conard, and Angela and Tim Weber.
Named as Godparents for Olivia are

Tia Renier, Shelly and Scott
Andersen, and Nick and Jenner

Reinke.  
 

WEDDING BLESSINGS 
Ryan and Jessica (Groelle)

Schroeder were married on August
18. Blessings to them and their

daughters, Ella and Nora, as they
start this new chapter of life together! 
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