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Reflecting Together…………………………………….…………….Pastor Kim Henning 
“Speaking On and On and On….” 

“Paul was holding a discussion with them; since he intended to leave the next day, he continued 

speaking until midnight. A young man named Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, began to sink 

off into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer. Overcome by sleep, he fell to the ground three 

floors below and was picked up dead. But Paul went down, and bending over him took him in his 

arms, and said, ‘Do not be alarmed, for his life is in him.’ Then Paul went upstairs….he continued to 

converse with them until dawn; then he left. Meanwhile they had taken the boy away alive and were 

not a little comforted.  (Acts 20) 

Every once in a while someone brings up the topic of long-winded preachers.  Maybe you too have heard 

something like:  “That sermon was a bit long” or, “He could have cut that one in half, ” or, “What do you think 

he was trying to say this morning?”  It’s a hazard of this vocation.  Preachers talk.  Sometimes, too much….. 

In Acts we are told of an occasion in Troas when Paul talked on at length.  Now Paul was a well-respected 

leader of the church.  He was inspiring.  He planted new churches.  But as referenced above, Paul once talked 

through the entire night.  Talk about a long church meeting!     

One person listening to Paul that night was Eutychus.   We don’t know a lot about him.  Eutychus was a 

believer.  He happened to be listening that evening when Paul talked on.  And the other thing we know about 

him is that about midnight, Eutychus fell asleep right during Paul’s talk.  He’d been sitting on a window sill, 

and literally fell out the window!   

Now what’s a bit odd about this story is that some thought he was dead.  But Paul matter-of-factly, picks 

him up and says, “Do not be alarmed, for his life is in him.”  And then, Paul continues talking until dawn.    

Why do I tell this story?  Years ago, I attended a lecture where the instructor said that preachers ought to be 

grateful for people who listen to them on Sunday.  Whether we think we’re interesting or not, people do us a 

favor when they sit and listen.  Listening is not easy, he said.  The whole idea of a sermon is really kind of 

counter-cultural.   

I want to say, ‘thank you.’  Sometimes a message doesn’t come together 

the way I’d hoped.  Sometimes a thought sounds brilliant in my study, but 

when it makes its way to the pulpit something else happened.  Sometimes a 

pastor is befuddled by a scripture, even after a week of study.  And sometimes, 

honestly, a preacher just runs out of preparation time. I’m sorry…..  Thank 

you for listening. 

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving.  In that spirit, I’d like to say, 

‘Thank you.’  Thank you for caring enough to ‘push-back’ when you have 

disagreed.  Thank you for listening when I’m sure you would have liked your own moment in the pulpit. Thank 

you for being patient with those of us who have been entrusted with the spoken word.  I am grateful.   
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I’m convinced that nothing can separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, not 

angels or rulers, not present things or future things, not powers or height or depth, or any other thing that is 

created. 

(Romans 8:38-39, Common English Bible) 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, it is likely just passed Halloween. I used to love Halloween when I 

was younger… my friends and I dressed up and went trick-or-treating all the way into high school. My favorite 

year, we got out our winter jackets, scarves, gloves, and Christmas hats. We walked around our neighborhoods 

ringing doorbells, and when people answered the door, we sang Christmas carolers! And now that I’m older, 

when Tobin and I bought our house last year, one of the aspects of home-ownership that we were most excited 

about was sitting at home and waiting for kids in costumes to come by 

In some Christian circles, Halloween is seen as a bit controversial, taboo, or even a holiday to be completely 

avoided. But long before it became a holiday about costume parties and candy, Halloween had its roots in the 

Christian calendar. It was (and is) the first of a three-day holiday knowns as the Triduum of Allhallowtide. All 

hallow’s eve--Halloween--is a time to prepare for the celebration of All Saints’ Day (November 1) and All 

Souls’ Day (November 2), the days when Christians around the world are meant to remember those who have 

died.  
 

In most times and places in our lives, we don’t much like talking about death, and for good reason. It makes 

us uncomfortable to think about our own mortality or that of the ones we love.  

But the Church is one of the few places where we talk openly and frankly 

about death. Our sacred texts are full of stories about death. We gather each in 

worship twice a month to remember the last meal of Jesus just before he died. We 

pray and sing at deathbeds. We gather to remember those who have passed. We 

shiver in the cold as we watch coffins lowered into frozen ground. We hear the 

story of the women who went to the tomb seeking Jesus’s body only to find an 

incomprehensible surprise. In the church, we celebrate the great cloud of witnesses 

and we remember those who have gone before us. 

This year on our Remembrance Day, Sunday November 1st (the same day as 

All Saints’ Day), we will pause and remember those who have been saints in our 

own lives. In their honor we read their names and light candles and pray to God in 

thanks for their lives. (Look farther in this Newsletter for more information about 

Remembrance Day). 
 

Halloween is actually meant to comfort us in our discomfort around death. The frivolity of Halloween is 

meant to be a break from the very serious and difficult work of remembering our mortality. As we dress up as 

ghouls and devils, monsters and zombies, we laugh in the face of Death, recognizing that none of that is real, 

and remembering the promise of Resurrection and the ultimate power of God--that goodness and love that 

cannot be stopped. As Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, nothing can separate us from the love of God. Not 

life or death, not angels or rulers, not monsters or zombies, not anything in the present or in the past… nothing. 

Nothing can separate us from the love of God. Thanks be to God. 
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Thursday, October 15, 2015, the United Church Men and Women held their 2015 Scholarship 

Presentation Banquet.  Grace Congregational UCC was well represented by five members.  In their 78 years the 

United Church Men (and Women) have given $56,962 in scholarships.  This year they gave 3 scholarships 

totaling $4,150.00.  One scholarship was presented to  pre-seminary student Christopher Guy, one to seminary 

student Pamela Hodgson, and one to seminary graduate David Heckmann.  For many seminary students the cost 

of the education leaves them with considerable debt. The North East Association and the United Church Men 

and Women do a wonderful job of offering support to divinity students.   

The Keynote Speaker was our new Conference Minister Reverend Franz S. Rigert.  In his speech he 

brought up the newest catch phrase associated with the United Church of Christ.  Be the Church.  It goes -    

Be the Church.  Protect the environment.  Care for the poor.  Forgive often.  Reject racism.  Fight for the 

powerless.  Share earthly and spiritual resources.  Embrace diversity.  Love God. Enjoy this life.  

 In all expressions of the United Church of Christ we declare that the only head of the church is Jesus 

Christ.  In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he writes that our Lord Jesus Christ is, “the head over all things for the 

church.” (Eph 1:22) What does that mean for the local church?  It means we do not have a bishop, or other 

hierarchy, making decisions for the local church.  This is part of the heritage of the Congregational Church.   

However, in all expressions of the United Church of Christ we live in covenant with each other.  Each 

church is called to respectfully listen to the other expressions.  Expressions are the local churches, Associations, 

Conferences, and the Synod.  The Associations, Conferences, and National committees allow us to carry on 

work that is beyond the scope of individual congregations.   

Rev. Rigert and Association Leaders have met to consider how we can better support and connect with 

one another.  Part of the discussion is defining the roles of the Conference, the Associations, and the local 

congregations.  How can clergy, congregational leaders, and lay members develop relationships that support 

and encourage one another?   

During October I have been sharing Psalm 139:1-18 and Matthew 6:25-34 with those who are not able 

to join us for worship.  “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not of more value than they?” (Mt 6: 26 RSV) 

    Your sister in Christ, Diane Cayemberg 
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY---NOVEMBER 1, 2015 

Once a year, we host a worship service that helps all of us remember the griefs we have suffered during the past 

twelve months. We will certainly name those members from our church who have died during the past twelve months.  

And being an inclusive congregation, we invite our members to submit the names of other significant people (parents---

siblings---grandparents) who have died during the past year. 

We have a roll call of those who have died at both services of worship on November 1.  A notice of this worship 

service will be included along with your quarterly stewardship notice.  Please submit any names that you would like us to 

include by Monday, October 26.  Thank you. 

LADIES OF GRACE 

   There is going to be a meeting of Ladies of Grace on Monday, November 9, 2015, at 6:00 PM, at church.  We will be 

discussing the future of the Ladies of Grace committee.  This invitation is going out to ALL the women of Grace 

Church.  This is your committee.  All are invited, young and old.  We need the women of Grace to come and give us input 

as to where Ladies of Grace is going, or if we should disband.  This meeting is important to the future of LOG.  Hope to 

see you at the meeting.  Kay Olker, secretary of LOG 

Afternoon Circle will meet for lunch on November 10th at 11:30am at WISCO TECH on Memorial Drive. Any of 

the  Ladies of Grace are welcome to attend this monthly luncheon. Bring a friend along too.  

MONDAY ADULT STUDY CLASS:  LIVING FULLY, DYING WELL 

On Monday, November 9, I will lead a seven-session class on Reuben Job’s book, “Living Fully, Dying Well.”  This 

book was chosen for two reasons.  On one hand, our Monday Study Class has dealt with some ‘heady’ topics, including a 

long series on the book of Revelation.  Reuben’s Job’s book is very practical, and down to earth.  The second reason for 

choosing this book is because of the author, Reuben Job.  For years, Reuben Job was a bishop of the Methodist Church.  

He is just a good writer.  When a person joins Grace Congregational Church, we give them a copy of his Daily Prayer 

Book.  Reuben’s resources have been by the Appalachia Service Project.  Moreover, his writing is widely popular 

throughout the church.   

The back cover of this resource reads:  “Our best decisions about life’s most important events are seldom made in a 

time of crisis.  “Living Fully, Dying Well” is designed to assist us in making careful, wise, and prayerful preparation for 

meeting life’s most important moments.   This study for groups of all ages inspires us to talk openly about faith and 

mortality.  Topics include: 

Living Fully 

A Theology of Aging 

Our Culture’s View of Aging 

Find Purpose and Meaning 

Getting it All Together:  Practical Decisions 

Dying Well 

What Happens When We Die? 

How Than Shall We Live? 

 

Copies of Reuben Job’s book can be found at the Information Center.  The cost is $12.  This Monday Study Class will 

meet at 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. from November 9 through December 21. 
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Where: Grace Church Fellowship Hall 

         When: Wednesday, November 11, 2015 1:30 to 3:00 pm 

      Need Transportation? Let us know! 

RSVP:      
Call the Church Office: 553-1222     or   Sign up at the  Information Center 

 

INTRODUCING: A NEW PARENTS’ SUPPORT GROUP 

Parents… Are you struggling with how to raise your kids in our world today? Stumped by questions they are asking 

you? Wish the church could provide you with more resources as a parent? Just looking for a place to chat with other 

parents in similar situations? 

The Board of Christian Education is sponsoring a new group for parents, 

and we’d love for you to join us! Each session will discuss different topics of 

importance to parents. If you have suggestions of topics you would like for us to 

address, please talk with Pastor Colie or chairperson Kelly Ruhbusch.  

Our first session will be Friday, November 13th. Meal at 5:30 (we will 

provide chili, bring a side dish or dessert), and the program will start at 6pm. 

Babysitting will be provided. Please sign up at the information desk (or call the 

church office) to make sure we have enough food and babysitters. 

Our discussion topic will be: Talking about “the birds and the bees” with your 

kids… answering questions and helping them be safe and healthy, from toddlers to 

teenagers.  

Hope to see you there! 

CONFIRMATION UPDATE 

For the month of November, here are the events for Confirmation that we have planned: 

-Introduction and blessing by the congregation, Sunday Nov 15 (both worship services). Youth, parents, 

and mentors are invited to a special worship service where we will recognize and offer blessings for our youth 

and their mentors for the year ahead. Parents, please make sure youth and mentors are in contact with each other 

about whether they will attend the 8 am or 10:30 worship service. Ideally, youth and their mentors will be at the 

same service. 

-Mentor Night, Nov 18. Once a month our mentors come to class with us. The date for this in November is 

Wednesday the 18th. 

-Overnight in Milwaukee, Nov 20-21. Every other year we bring our youth for an overnight trip to 

Milwaukee for an event called “Urban Immersion”. We work with a UCC congregation in the city--Bethel-

Bethany United Church of Christ--to provide experiences for our youth to encounter and learn about issues of 

hunger, poverty, and homelessness. 
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ADVENT OFFERING 

The Advent offering will be designated for the What If? Foundation.   Are you asking what 

is? the What If?  Since 2000 the What If? Foundation, initiated by Margaret Trost,  has 

partnered with the Ti Plas Kazo community of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, to bring much needed 

food and educational opportunities to the impoverished children.   The Foundation is grounded 

in mutual respect, trust and belief that small steps at a grassroots level is essential to lasting 

change. 

Funds are needed to continue to provide 6,000 meals per week, give 163 school scholarships yearly , sustain the after 

school program for 240 youth and conduct summer camp for 650 children. 

Currently $30,000 is needed to complete the new school which will be a model for a quality school for the poor.  The 

school will prepare the students academically, while also teaching income-generating skills they can use after graduation.  

Additionally a kitchen and cafeteria is being built along side the school to feed the students and other hungry children in 

the neighborhood.   

All programs rely solely on contributions from people like you.  What if you could make a difference in the life of a 

child?  You can, through the What If? Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girl Scout Troop 8384 hosted 

 Sunday Supper on Oct. 11. 

 

 

Two Rivers Area Sunday Supper Community Meal served at 4:30 p.m. at St. Peter the Fisherman Parish 

Dining Hall,. This supper is for anyone, if you live alone or have a busy family schedule, you are 

welcome.  This is a FREE WILL DONATION meal.  No reservations are necessary. Transportation is 

available~ call Phone Number ~ Marilyn at 793-4043 by Sunday, 1:00p.m..  Leave a message on the 

answering machine if she is not home. 

PLEASE MARK YOUR November Calendar….  

November 1: Hosted by  SPF Family of Friends 

November 8:  Hosted Manitowoc Cty Elves  

November 15: No Supper. Holiday Fiesta Baking   

November 22: Hosted by  Grace Congregational   

Sunday, November 22 we will be sponsoring the Sunday Supper to be held at St. Peter the 

Sunday 
SUPPER 
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GRACE CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

Images of Adoration 
Reflections of Christ in Symbols of the Season 

A Christmas Cantata by Pepper Choplin 
 

Sunday, December 13 at both services 
 For our Cantata the music ministry of Grace is seeking the talent of the congregation.  Instrumentalist and vocalist are 

always welcome to share their talent and faith during the year at either service!  

 Please contact Andrea Allington if interested. 

Christmas Cantata practice will be on Wednesdays from 7:45-8:15 pm. Everyone is welcome to sing and enjoy 

time together as we dig deep into what the Christmas season means for all God's people! The cantata will be presented to 

the church on December 13 at both services. Blessings! Andrea 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

Again this year, we will have a special Christmas theme “Worship for Children on the First Sunday after 

Christmas”, December 27th. There will be several ways for our children to participate as worship leaders on 

this day. 

1. This year, we will be making a special focus on learning some of our most-beloved traditional 

Christmas carols. We will be making a CD that has these songs on it that families can take to listen to at 

home or in the car to help children learn the songs. We will also be working on them during Sunday 

School time. These songs will then be featured in our worship service on Dec 27. 

2. We will also do a tradition Christmas pageant as part of this worship service, at both the 8am and 

10:30am services. There will be a few speaking roles that require rehearsal time, and many smaller roles 

that will require fewer rehearsals. If your child would like to participate in one of the bigger roles, see 

Pastor Colie. We need to have this set by November 29. 

3. We will also be featuring an art gallery of works made by our children and youth. More 

information about how to participate in this will be available soon. 
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

A precursor…..  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our 

day to day ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  Active members and friends are expected to support this 

ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

 

That said, the Endowment Committee of Grace Congregational Church gathers two or three times a year, to discern ways 

in which our church might respond to the needs of the wider church, our community, and agencies that address human 

need in ways that seems consistent with the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Of course, the constitution prohibits us from 

spending money to maintain our daily ministry at Grace Congregational Church.  That is the responsibility of our 

members. 

 

Distributions of the Endowment Fund that were made in September and October: 

 Board for World Ministries (support of missionaries)  $5,000 

 Global Ministries-Syria relief     $5,000  

 Eden Theological Seminary     $4,000 

 Jim Schleif, a commitment to support a member’s tuition  $3,500 

 Chelsea Boesiger, working through Intervarsity in Asia  $3,500 

 Lakeland College Endowed Chair    $20,000 

 Cerebral Palsy Center of Two Rivers---purchase of tricycle $850 

 Habitat for Humanity (roof for home at 2625 S. 21
st
 Street) $4,500 

 Domestic Violence Center     $2,000 

 Miracle League of the Lakeshore (playground equipment) $2,000 

 Wisconsin Conference Clergy Support Fund   $2,500 

 TREP        $5,000 
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        Nicole Herda would like to introduce you to Noah Sharlein and Patricia 

Perry. I’ve known Noah for three years now. We met at the first Special Needs 

Prom and were  introduced through a mutual friend, Maddie Handel who came 

to ASP with our group.  

        Noah grew up in Mishicot and attended Silver Lake College. Noah works 

three jobs: Festival Foods deli, Phoenix Behavioral Health (working with kids 

who have autism), and providing respite home care.  

He has been dating Patricia for 4 years. 

        Patricia Perry is originally from Missouri, close to St. Louis. She now 

works at Younkers in Manitowoc. Patricia enjoys photography and crocheting 

in her free time. 

   Noah and Patricia now live in Manitowoc where they both volunteer for the 

Miracle League of the Lakeshore. Noah was a coach this season and Patricia was a buddy. They also both volunteer for Manitowoc 

County’s Special Needs Prom which this year will be held in Two Rivers!  

   When I asked what brought Noah and Patricia to Grace they shared that they appreciate how everyone is welcome here. 

 
Mike and Becky Price are very excited and honored to introduce Heather 

Krueger.  Some of you may know Heather from Hope House, where she has been 

the office manager for the past 4 years. 

I met Heather last year through confirmation class and as a result of the 

friendship between her son Austin and my daughter Claire.  Heather is one of the 

kindest, most thoughtful and sincere people I know and the same qualities are 

exhibited by her son, a true testament to what a great mom she is.  

Heather was born in Michigan and grew up in Marietta, GA.  She was living 

there, raising her son when she met Mike Krueger online.  They talked for months 

before they decided to meet in person and when they did, she knew he was 

everything she wanted in a partner and husband.  So Heather and Austin moved to 

Wisconsin and after 6 ½ years, she married Mike this past January.  Together with 

Mike’s children, Callie, Allen and Robert, they are now a family of 6, and welcomed granddaughter Ava to the family this past 

September.   

 Heather has a strong bond with her mother Rose and convinced her to make the move to Wisconsin last year.  She is so happy and 

feels blessed to have her close by again. 

 Heather's husband has been a member of Grace for many years and Heather is very excited and happy to officially join him as part 

of this congregation. 

    

      I am happy to introduce Debbie Spindler to you this morning! Debbie is originally from the 

Sheboygan area but has lived in Manitowoc for many years. She has worked at Riverview School in 

Manitowoc Public School District 16 years and has enjoyed working with the 3, 4, and 5 year olds 

who go to school there. She also works part-time in the deli at Festival Foods. 

    Debbie has 2 grown daughters. Amanda who participated in the Appalachian Service Project in the 

past, lives in Plymouth with her husband of 2 years, Phil. Amanda is an Assistant Store Manager at 

Festival Foods in Sheboygan and Phil is an It guy. Her other daughter, Alex, who made wreaths so 

that Amanda could go on the ASP trips, attends the University of Des Moines to become a Doctor of 

Osteopathy.  

      In her spare time, Debbie likes to spend time with her family, walk her dog and ride her bike. 

Debbie started attending church here at Grace about a year ago because she has extended family that 

also attend here. In the future, she hopes to get involved in a Bible or Book Study group to help her 

find her spiritual path and would also like to go on a mission trip and spend time at Moon Beach. 

     Please help Lori Brandt welcome Debbie to our family of faith here at Grace Church. 
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CHURCH CABINET 
Moderator, Don DeBruyn 

Treasurer, John Wallace 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel 

Trustee Chair, Steve Smith 

Diaconate Chair, 

 Diane Eggers/Pam Wargin 

BOCE Chair, 

 Kelly Ruhbusch 

M & O Chair, Betty Becker 

Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, 

 Bill Heinsohn 

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, 

Paul Schmid 

 

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 
Total 2015 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational Church:                                           $374,403 

Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                                 $28,916 

Pledged Income Received in August:         $30,718 

Thank you for your good heart and generosity.  Thank you for supporting this ministry that we always hope gives 

evidence of our faith and trust in Christ.   
Notable Expenses Paid on September 15: 

 Fourth Quarter health insurance:   $6.770 

 Sunday School Curriculum:    $1,867 

 Stewardship Resources:    $330 

 Music for Christmas Cantata:  $779 

 Johnson Controls---Controller in Fellowship Hall $647 

 Fourth Quarter Pensions  $4,493 

 Food for Rally Day   $145 

 Our Church’s Wider Mission  $3,333 

   Thank you for caring!! 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our day to day ministry at 

Grace Congregational Church.  Active members and friends are expected to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

 

 

 

 

YOUR PHOTOS NEEDED:   
 

The Diaconate is seeking photos for the 2016 calendar 

of Grace Church events during the past year – Christmas,  

Easter, and Thanksgiving at Grace Church, church events 

and activities, communion class, confirmation class, etc.  

Digital photos can be email to jlschmid@lakefield.net. 

 

 

From 7-8pm on Wednesday evenings the high school youth room is filled with discussion, questions and 

laughter. GENERATION G has been reading the book of Romans together — chapter by chapter 

Wednesday evenings. I have to say— the discussions are amazing because so much of it is still relevant 

today! Our youth have also been discussing how we can raise awareness for things we believe are important. 

Some of our discussions have been about local events like Hope House and how we can help as well as how 

we can pray for/support those who are in college and the military.( Parents of Military and College young 

adults— please email or Facebook Nicole with addresses so they can be included in the mailing!) 

 November 11th we will be shopping for care packages we will be sending out, this means we will leave 

church at 6pm and get back at 8pm…. it’s fast paced serious work! NO GENERATION G NOVEMBER 

25th! Another thing to mark on the calendars is Cloverton is coming to the Cup O Joy in Green Bay 

December 5th!! If you haven’t checked out their Christmas Hallelujah chorus— youtube it! Nicole Herda 

nlherda@yahoo.com  

Scrapbooking/Crafting! If you have a project you’ve been wanting to work on— but never have time, 

mark your calendars! November 21 from 9am-4pm you can come join us here in the fellowship hall. Bring a 

project to work on (like maybe those Christmas cards, scrapbooks, crochet, blankets to tie, or whatever)— 

something to drink, and a dish to share then come for an hour or the whole day! If you have questions please 

talk to nicole herda — we hope to see you there! 
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BIRTHS TO CELEBRATE 

Jennifer Marie, the daughter of Thomas and 

Megan, was baptized October 11
th

  

Aubrie Raine, the daughter of Kurt and Nikki, 

was also baptized October 11
th

.   

October 18
th

 we celebrate the baptisms of 

Cassandra Marie and Chloe Lee. Chloe is the 

daughter of Craig and Cassandra.   

 

 

 

 

 

A WEDDING TO CELEBRATE 

We are pleased to announce that William and 

Rachel exchanged their marriage vows in our 

sanctuary October 3
rd

. 

 

A RENEWAL OF WEDDING VOWS 

On October 8th, Jeff and Robin celebrated their 

tenth wedding anniversary.  October 10th, they 

renewed those important vows on “The Badger” 

where they spoke those vows a decade ago. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Grace Family, 

Thank you so very much for your love, prayers and financial support. So many times one hears the saying he only gives you 

what you can handle, but on my cupboard, I had a saying that says He helps you handle what you are given. When I realized that 

we were all okay, I did the why me? I am a good person etc.… and then my faith said why not you? In every tragedy, there is a gift, 

and our gift is each and every one of you. We have been so blessed to have people like you in our life. We knew how good it felt to 

give and what glory we gave to God to be able to feed the hungry, clothe the poor etc. It was easy for us to do that, but we did not 

realize how hard it would be to be on the other side and be the receiver, and thru this tragedy the dear Lord has given us the 

opportunity to see how hard it is to be a receiver than a giver. We have had our eyes open to the generosity, love and support of 

God’s people. We have found out “when the burden is too heavy or the journey too tiring it is okay to let Him carry us thru people 

just like you. We truly have been blessed. The whole picture is too much to handle, but one step, one piece of the puzzle at a time 

will get us to the end result. We are blessed to have had this happen to us to realize how wonderful God’s people are, we will get 

thru this, we will grow in our faith thru the journey, and we know we are not alone. 

Some day we will have a home again and we will invite you out to see our new home, the start of new memories which we 

would like you to be part of. When you come, we would like you to bring an ornament and tell us why you brought that ornament 

and hang it on our tree. We may have lost our special ornaments but we will have new ones, new memories. 

We are so blessed to have you all in our life whether it be the prayers, the love, the support or all three, we will never forget our 

family at Grace Church. 

So, until the day we meet again at our new home, 

We the Krall’s send our prayers, hugs and love from our family to yours,                                                                                                                                 

Robyn, Marvin & Jessica Krall 

 

Dear brothers and sisters united through Christ Jesus, 
First, let me be so bold as to say that our Heavenly Father is real, he is good, and he has a plan. 

And as he is well aware I need him. 

The past few weeks have been a very trying experience for us, as you can imagine. While the fire itself wasn't too bad, the 

smoke damage was amazing. Many of the household items we had were not worth trying to salvage. We were technically homeless 

for nearly two weeks as we looked for a new place to live. Family, friends, coworkers, and people I only know by name have 

answered the call and helped us out. Thank you for your gifts. We have received many gifts of household items and financial 

assistance. Thank you. 

Father, they need you. I have had moments where I have been very angry at God for allowing this stuff to happen in our lives. I 

dont like having a taste of the suffering that Job went through. I am not as faithful as he was, and certainly not living free from sin 

in the midst of this like he did. The anger, sadness, and selfishness are tough to let go. I'm like a child throwing a tantrum. But 

slowly, I'm  starting to see some of the purposes he has in store for this. It's times like these that his grace flows freely. I hope that 

people (non-believers) look upon this and don't see me, or see you. Hopefully, they see the grace that is freely offered. Hopefully, 

they see that when bad things happen, Jesus is with us in the midst of our suffering. Hopefully, they know I've done nothing to 

deserve being blessed through this tragedy but it's the love of a community working for His glory. It's not about me, or us. 

Hopefully, they see his love flowing through us as he calls us to be his hands, his feet, his voice in this world. Because, they need 

him. 

Thank you for supporting us in so many countless ways. Thank you to those of you who have been checking in to see how we 

are doing. Thank you for all of your genuine prayers. Thank you Lord for reminding me to trust you with the small things and the 

really big things too. Thank you for being patient with us. Thank you for blessing us. 

In Jesus' name..... Amen! David Peterson family 
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THANK YOU 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and client families of the Two Rivers Mishicot Ecumenical Pantry would 

like to thank you for your generous donation of $911.50.   

This donation makes it possible for us to continue our work with area families facing food insecurity.  We are  

ever so humbled by the response from our community in support of our work. Thank you for helping us to help 

those in need. Blessings, Lynn Skarvan, Coordinator 

 
A Very Special Thank You 

I love Thanksgiving, a day set aside to be thankful, how wonderful is that!  With the approaching Thanksgiving Holiday we 

want you to know our Grace Church Family is at the top of our list of blessings to be thankful for.  We cannot thank you enough for 

all of your prayers, love and support for our son David and his wife Heather, in their recent loss due to a fire when their house was 

struck by lightening.  We will be forever grateful for all you have done for them. You have a special place in our hearts forever.  May 

you too have many blessings to count on this Thanksgiving. 

Love , Larry and Kathy Peterson 

 
 

 
 

A MOON BEACH REFLECTION……   

this was my family’s (wife Janet, four year old son Brandon) first experience at 

Moon Beach.  We each went to Moon Beach for different reasons.  For Janet it was a 

time to relax and get away from her hectic work schedule.  For Brandon he enjoyed meeting kids his age, playing drums 

in the music room, swinging on the playground, and catching fish on the beach.  For me it was a special opportunity to 

bond with my son, as Brandon and I enjoyed paddle boating, searching for eagles, and exploring the nature trails.  The 

green trail was the most fun with the physical challenges (we each managed to do one inclined sit up). 

On a spiritual side, we enjoyed Vesper Point.  It was a breathtaking sight with endless beauty.  Pastor Kim pointed out 

past weddings and events from this point; you felt as if you were celebrating their times with them!  The worship services 

provided a time to mediate and reflect that God is everywhere. 

Glenn Svetnicka was an excellent guide for Moon Beach.  He gave us a tour of the paths, points of interest, the bog, 

and where to view the eagle’s nest.  He also explained how the camp is used for people with disabilities, including Down 

Syndrome and autism.  I am the Treasurer of the Autism Society of the Lakeshore, and was surprised to learn that Moon 

Beach designates up to four weeks alone for families with autism. 

We enjoyed taking a family trip together with people from our parish and look forward to future adventures! 

Brett, Janet, and Brandon Marx 


