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Reflecting Together

Kim M. Henning
ULTERIOR MOTIVES

“But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” (Matthew 6:3-4)
Some topics are difficult to talk about. You can guess what I’m referring to. Some people say the church shouldn’t talk
about politics. But Jesus did. Or some people don’t want to hear about racism or immigration. But these are matters of
justice, we need to talk.
I’d like to talk about another difficult topic, stewardship. And as long as I’m at it, let’s talk taxes too. Are you still with
me? As you know, our tax laws in this country have changed. In the past the standard deduction was $6000 (single) and
$12,000 (couple). When some prepared their taxes, they itemized certain expenses and contributions, and received a tax break.
With the new tax law, the standard deduction has doubled ($12,000 and $24,000). Do you understand what that means?
Most will no longer itemize deductions. Can you guess what this might mean for the church? If a person gives because
there’s a tax break involved, that person reconsider their generosity.
Does it feel like I’m meddling? That’s not my intent. My intent is to think about our motives for giving. Do I give
because there’s a tax benefit for being generous? In the past some churches published each person’s contribution. Did they
give then because they knew others were watching? Some groups offer to put names on plaques. What then Is the motive for
giving?
The new tax law invites each of us to consider the reason we give. When a person gives to Grace Congregational Church,
we won’t publish the amount. We won’t even make any judgements about whether a gift was generous or meager. That’s not
our business. We hope your generosity is simply an expression of your joy for being a follower of Jesus Christ.
If the gift you give is greater than most, we won’t offer you a special pew. If the gift you give is smaller than most, this
community will be grateful that you chose to give at a level that feels right for you. If the gift you give to the church or the
poor is a sacrifice, we want you to know that you will stand in our midst as one who is anonymously courageous and noble.
Jesus taught (above) that our giving should be genuine. When you give, do not let your right hand know what your left
hand is doing. Anonymous gifts are virtuous. And then Jesus said that we should in fact be secret about giving because
God’s nature is to reward and bless human beings.
I can only speak for myself. I give to Grace Congregational Church because the church teaches those beautiful stories in
the bible. Without those stories God is just a feeling, and that is pretty weak---certain to die. I give because the church
proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I give because I want to be part of a community that Paul refers to as the Body of
Christ. I give as an expression of faith. My gift is not a ticket to heaven. It is a way of saying that I’m concerned, that I love
and need God, that I trust the people who sit beside me on Sunday. I give because I love singing the doxology with others.
Thank you for your genuine presence in our midst.
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TOTENFEST---A FESTIVAL OF REMEMBRANCE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
On November 4, we will have a roll call of those who have died between November of 2017 and October of 2018.
We use this occasion to bring to mind the pain and loss that is still suffered by loved ones. We also use this
occasion to remind ourselves that our Lord Jesus Christ has conquered death. We should not be afraid. Writing to
the church in Corinth, Paul taught us:
“If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human
being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.”
On November 4, we will of course remember our church’s members and friends who have died in the past twelve
months. (The selection of this day is intentional: November 1 is All Saints Day!). Additionally we want to be
mindful of the losses each of you has suffered, and we want to include those. If you have lost a family member or
dear friend, please submit those days to the church office.
Name of Deceased:_____________________________________________________________________
Date of Death:_________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to you:_____________________________________________________________________
(We request the names of those who have died between November 1, 2017 and October 31, 2018)
Name of Deceased:_____________________________________________________________________
Date of Death:_________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to you:_____________________________________________________________________
(We request the names of those who have died between November 1, 2017 and October 31, 2018)

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE
Invited Guests: Zion United Methodist Church, Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church,
St. Peter, the Fisherman Catholic Church
Wednesday, November 21st at 6:30 p.m.
Grace Congregational United Church of Christ
2801 Garfield Street
Come, ye thankful people, come, Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, Ere the winter storms begin;
God our Maker doth provide For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, Raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade, and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear:
Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come, And shall take His harvest home;
From His field shall in that day All offenses purge away;
Give His angels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast;
But the fruitful ears to store In His garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come, Bring Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified, In Thy garner to abide;
Come, with all Thine angels come, Raise the glorious harvest home.
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“Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”
Pastor Colie Bettivia
Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish
festivals. Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in
Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered
colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind,
the lame, the paralyzed. One who was there had been an invalid for thirtyeight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in
this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” “Sir,”
the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is
stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”
At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.
The day on which this took place was a Sabbath.
John 5:1-9 (Common English Bible)
The Pool of Bethesda was a small body of water within the city of Jerusalem. In the Gospel of John, we
hear that it was known as a place for healing. People with physical ailments would gather around, and get into the
water for a chance that they might be healed. One day (on a Sabbath day), Jesus comes to the pool. He sees a man
who has been unable to walk for nearly 30 years. Jesus asks him a question: “Do you want to get well?”
The man doesn’t answer Jesus question. Instead, he begins to tell his story. “I have no one to help me into
the pool…..” I can imagine that this was a story he had told again and again.
Do you relate at all to this man at the pool? Thinking beyond his physical disabilities, there are times that all
of us feel limited and stuck. There are times that all of us are blind to possibilities around us, unable to take the next
step forward, or paralyzed by fear and uncertainty.
This exchange at the Pool between Jesus and the man is interesting because Jesus doesn’t respond in the
same way he does in other gospel stories. Sometimes when Jesus heals someone, he says something like “Your sins
are forgiven” or “Your faith has made you well.” Here, he says neither of those things. Instead, he goes right to
“Get up!” Let’s move. Do it.
The man was entrenched in his story, and Jesus looked right through it to the heart of this man - Jesus
offered him another place to stand, a new perspective to look through, a new way to image the future and his own
place in it.
Some of the stories we tell ourselves get us stuck in that place. And some stories open us up to new
possibilities.
Imagine that you are the man in this story.
Jesus says to you: Do you want to be well? Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.
Where does your imagination take you? Where would you go? What do you dream for the
possibilities of your own life and your place in the world we live in?
KIDS UCC – Sunday, November 25
Our newest Sunday School project is called KIDS UCC! KIDS UCC is a worship service designed specifically for our
children to learn more about worship through direct participation and leadership! These services will take place on the
4th Sunday of every month during the Sunday School time (9:15-10:15 am). The worship will mirror our “regular”
services, but with a slower speed and more intentionality to explain the hows and whys of different parts of worship. Our
children and youth will serve in leadership roles such as scripture readers, prayer leaders, ushers, greeters, acolytes (candle
lighters), and TAC time (Time After Church) hosts. Members of the congregation are always welcome and encouraged to
come too!! You can attend this service as a way to support our kids as they grow their faith and their leadership skills….
And you will probably learn more about worship along the way!
Thanks to our KIDS UCC Team that is helping us plan: Andrea Allington, Megan Christensen, Becky O'Connor, Clare
Schuette, Sara Schuette, and Pastor Colie Bettivia
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CONFIRMATION UPDATES

Youth, remember that you need to do 2 After Church sheets each month.
Every Sunday after church, we have a table in the Fellowship Hall where you can meet with church
members to help get this done.
November 7: TEN COMMANDMENTS – Commandment 7&8
Before class, read: Amos 5:21-24 & Mark 14:10-72
November 14: Mentor Night. TEN COMMANDMENTS – Commandment 9&10
Before class, read: Matthew 6:19-34
November 21: Thanksgiving break—NO CLASS
November 28: CREED – What is a creed? & Article One: God
Before class, read: Luke 14:16-22 & Genesis 1:1-2:2
RETREAT AT LAKELAND

Friday Nov 30-Saturday Dec 1

CONFIRMATION CLASS
FUNDRAISER

The Confirmation youth will soon be
selling delicious Seroogy’s Chocolates! We
will have available their chocolate bars in 9
different flavors (including the famous
“Shockrock”!), plus fudge and chocolate
Santas and Snowmen. Youth will be
available after church services to purchase
from. All money raised goes to support our
group field trips, especially the summer trip
to St. Louis.

We have been diving into the story of David in
the books of 1st & 2nd Samuel on
Wednesday nights from 7-8pm.
Due to Halloween falling on a Wednesday night—
we are choosing to switch things up a bit. As the ASP
group is actively making Christmas wreaths in the Juza
garage, and many of our high school youth are planning
on participating in ASP this year Nicole will be in the
Juza garage from 5-8pm on October 31 with snacks to
enjoy while we are there and full size candy bars for the
high school youth who join us.
Wednesday November 14th is going to be a bit
different. We will be doing our Christmas shopping for
college youth and military personnel connected with
Grace! At 5pm high schoolers interested in buying
some chili from the Ladies of grace chili supper is
welcome to join us for supper. We will leave church at
5:30pm and return by 8pm. Money for these packages
will come from the Generation G fund which is raised
during our Easter pancake breakfast/chocolate sales. If
you have a college student you want to make sure is
included— please email Nicole their Name and address
by November 7 so we can make sure they are included.
There will be NO youth group November 21st as
it is the day before Thanksgiving. Take time to worship
and enjoy family!
Parents please mark your calendars as we will be doing

a retreat to Pilgrim Center January 4-6.

Thank you for allowing us to enjoy time with your
youth Wednesday nights. If you have any questions,
please contact Nicole Herda at nlherda@yahoo.com

4

FROM THE MODERATOR
Property Transfer:
The property transaction from P2K to our church was completed on October 15. We are grateful to Tim Kraus
and Dr. Jerry Paczkowski for donating the 7.8 acres north of the church and to Mrs. Janet Silva, a former resident
of Two Rivers and a friend of our church, for offering to donate funds to cover the special street assessment which
will come with the property. This parcel will be combined with our current property to ensure that we will be
exempt from future property taxes on it. Our Earth Care Ministry has offered to help care for the property and has
discussed removing some of the invasive shrubs and mowing a trail to allow access from our parking lot.
Nominating Committee to Begin Work:
Our Nominating Committee will meet in November and soon after that begin contacting members to consider
serving on our church boards and committees in 2019. If you receive a call inviting you to serve, please respond
promptly, so they can know whether or not they need to contact others. If you have a question about a position
that they can’t answer, please call me or speak with one of the pastors. Members of the Nominating Committee are
Maren Slickman, Frank and Chris Bauknecht, Patty Komoroski and Linda Langman.
Church Grounds:
Thanks to several of our confirmation youth and their parents for weeding the new flower beds in front of the
canopy at the entrance to the church. We also are grateful to the volunteers who helped prune and clean up the
other beds around the church building on September 8. Their names were listed in the October newsletter. Your
work has enhanced the appearance of our building for members and visitors.
Constitution:
The committee reviewing our church constitution is now working on the sections dealing with our church boards
and committees. Anyone with ideas on how the church could function better is welcome to share them with the
committee by attending our meeting or contacting one of the members( our pastors, Renee Anderson, Don
DeBruyn, Mary Elias, Sarah Gallagher, and Larry Peterson).
CHURCH CABINET
Moderator, Don DeBruyn Treasurer, Linda Justema Clerk, Rein Elias
Financial Sec, Chris Blimel Trustee Chair, Todd Moolenaar
Diaconate Chair, Brian VanElls
Board of Christian Ed Chair, Kelly Ruhbusch
Mission & Outreach Chair, Doug Charles
Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jeff Harding
Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, Jim Miller

PASTOR/PARISH OCTOBER MEETING
Discussion was on the past activities: land acquisition,
Mark Behle, Christopher Grundy, Applefest cookie sale,
parking lot repairs, heating system upgrades,
Confirmation class weeded the grounds on their own
initiative. Stewardship is here, cards were sent out.
PColie has been very helpful with many of the tasks.

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ:
Total 2018 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational UCC:
Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:
Pledged Income Received in September:

$409,385
$32,221
$29,144

Please Note: Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to
support our day to day ministry at Grace Congregational Church. It is our church’s expectation that
our members are responsible for the support of this church’s ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.
United Church Camps, Incorporated CAMPital Campaign
Grace Congregational Church has been invited to contribute $300,000 towards a major capital fund campaign
for the upkeep and improvement of our two church camps, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center. We are grateful
to individuals who voluntarily contribute to this campaign. Through December of 2017, our records show that
individuals have made contributions totaling $72,490.
Contributions Made in 2018: $1941
Contributions made in September: $155
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Equal Exchange Christmas Baskets
Mission & Outreach is gearing up to sell
Christmas Baskets again, made up with an
assortment of Equal Exchange stock. Pre-order
forms can be found on a small clipboard at the
information desk. Ordering ahead will allow you
to choose what you would like in your baskets, set
your price, and for us to have them made up
ahead of time. Fill out a form and turn it in and
we will get them made up when you need them.
Orders placed by December 9 are
really appreciated. You may pay when you pick
up the basket. We will also have others made up
that you can take as they are. Either way, these
baskets are a gift you can feel good about
purchasing and giving. We will be selling the first
3 Sundays in December.
We have more than enough baskets/containers to
use, but if you have a special one you would like
used, we certainly can do that. We could use more
crinkled paper and other decorative fillers. Please
place behind information desk.
NEW this year for sale are sheets of
heavy, quality, Hand-Made Expressions Paper
made in India. Each 21-3/4" x 29-3/4" sheet sells
for $3. They can be used to wrap gifts, papercrafting, making boxes, etc. The paper is a gift in
itself.

Hurricane Recovery Mission Trip Planned
A team will again be heading to Texas to help
with recovery from the damage caused by the August
2017 hurricane. The week of February 24, 2019 has
been chosen and approved by the United Church of
Christ Disaster Ministry. Any additional persons
who have questions or an interest in participating,
please
contact
Annie
Kleman
(anij.kleman@gmail.com) or Pastor Kim
(khenning1956@gmail.com)
by Sunday, November 11. We would be
happy to answer any questions. The number of
people that can be housed is limited.
Many might be asking why we aren't helping
where the more recent hurricanes hit. The time
we will be helping will not have been enough time
for UCC Disaster Ministries to secure the needed
housing, tools, equipment and leadership for groups
such as ours. And, just because it is no longer in the
news does not mean the recovery is done; there is
still much work to be done in the Texas area. The
newest areas hit could be a destination for future
years.
All interested persons in the Texas mission
trip will meet at 6pm on Monday, November 19.
Please contact either Annie or Pastor Kim of
your intentions.
If you would like to research the disaster relief
efforts you can check out the
website: http://www.ucc.org/disaster

Need a Thanksgiving Host Gift?
Your Thanksgiving host works hard
to prepare the house and meal for you.
Thank them by considering a gift from Equal
Exchange. Who wouldn’t love receiving a
bottle of olive oil, bag of coffee or an
assortment of delicious chocolate bars?

Check out our display
on November 11.
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WOMEN OF GRACE HIGHLIGHTS
Next meeting: Saturday, November 10th, 2018 @ 9am
Our Applefest cookie sale was a success! Thank you, Grace Church for making that possible! You are
awesome! The Women Of Grace are so blessed to have such a wonderful congregation who support us in
our fundraisers. Also, a great big Thank You to Mickey Veleke who led this event with her wonderful
leadership and dedication!
Our next major fundraiser is our annual Chili Dinner/Raffle/Bazaar which will be held on
Wednesday, November 14th from 11am - 1:30pm and 4:00pm - 6:30pm. Tickets will be available at the
door. A ticket will get you a bowl of chili or a hamburger, dessert, and a beverage. Extra tickets can be
bought for an extra bowl of chili, a hamburger or a dessert. This year we are having a Thursday Night
NFL special - Packers vs Seahawks- a bucket of chili for $20. The buckets must be pre-ordered by
Sunday, November 11th.
Adult ticket - $6; Child ticket - $3; Extra ticket - $3. We will also have raffle items, crafts, bakery and
candy sale, and a fish pond for the children. Fun for all!
In order to have a great bazaar, we are asking the congregation to help provide us with the following
donations: Theme-filled baskets, Raffle items, Crafts, Bakery and Candy sale items, small
toys/snacks/candy bars, etc. for our Fish Pond and Desserts for our dinner.
We also need volunteers to help with this event. Women, men and older children are welcome to help
us out!
All sign up sheets are on the Information desk. Please sign up as we can use all the help we can get.
The chili is delicious, the raffles/bazaar/fish pond are fun, and it's a great way to spend time with friends, and
you get to eat out!! Hope to see you there! Peace and Blessings, Amy LeGreve and Ann Kleman
4
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Gesine McVey
Michael Hillmer
Marie Hurda
Nick Mueller
2 Aubrie Reif
3 Lucy Zeldenrust
4 Ann Suettinger
Ginny Matthews
5 Bruce Fehrman
6 Chris Blimel
Rita Lambries
7 Patty Komoroski
Shawn Sayeski
8 Tobin Bettivia
9 Laura Hayes-Stoeger
Linda Langman
10 Lisa Taylor
Mark Behle
Lori Brandt

12

1

13
14
15
16

18
19
21
22
23
24
25
26

Hannah Bauknecht
Danielle Gulseth
Beth Gauthier
Colleen Stein
Cindy Schindl
Adrianne Ewald-Peterson
Donna Weier
Cameron Bruckschen
Colton Wernecke
Kendra Wernecke
Jim Lester
Heidi Claudel
Lynn Rennert
Troy Zich
Mary Jean Erickson
James Taddy
Doris Mattie
Quintin Edinger
Wade Juza
Jeannine Powalisz
Mindy Bauknecht
Kathy Kozlowski
Jeff Harding
Brandon Marx
Megan Sosnosky
Anita Rappe
Trudy LeClair

Jennisa Novitski
27 Maren Slickman
Lucas DeWitt
28 Kay Fencl
Barbara Baeckman
Colton Sayeski
29 Jacob Hearley
Tony Reinke
30 Dean Stoeger
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

8 Scott & Lana Linzmeier
12 George & Genevieve Taylor
Keith & Susan Diedrich
19 Roger & Marie Hurda
25 Paul & Joan Schmid
27 Dennis & Marilyn
McCullough
28 Stephen & Connie Bruse

ReSale Center

Habitat House Coin Bank

The large undertaking of relocating our

A new Habitat House Coin Bank

Two Rivers ReSale Center to our
Manitowoc location was completed

Donation Drive is underway to
raise money to assist hardworking

successfully. THANK YOU to those

families achieve the dream of

volunteers who tirelessly helped pack,

home ownership in Manitowoc

load and unload during our moving

County.

days.
We are looking for volunteers
But now we're up to our ears in items

willing to pick up the empty

that were moved as well as newly

cardboard banks from Habitat and

arrived donations that need to be

drop them off at local businesses

unpacked, dusted/cleaned, sorted,

you frequent.

priced and organized on the salesroom

These businesses could be gas

floor.

stations, restaurants, churches,

If you are handy, there are also small
construction projects available, such as
making storage racks, constructing
rails for hanging lights and more. We
also have some painting jobs, signage
(creating/hanging) and general
cleaning jobs that need attention as
well.
Unfortunately we simply can't open the
new store until all the legwork of setup

shops or other small
establishments in Manitowoc
County. You will need to politely
request permission to leave the
bank at a front desk, service
counter or checkout.
Can you help? Email
info@manitowochabitat.org or call
us at 920.683.8466 to make
arrangements.

is complete. There are many do-it-

If you are an area business,

yourselfers throughout Manitowoc

church or organization interested

County anxiously awaiting our grand

in having a Habitat House Coin

opening who are hoping you will find

Bank at your establishment,

the time to help.

please contact us and we'll make

Work days and times are flexible.

the necessary arrangements.
And of course, if you see our

Please call 920.683.8466 or

Habitat House Donation Coin Bank

email director@manitowochabitat.org if

at local restaurants or businesses,

you can help.

please use your spare change

THANK YOU for your help.

to support Habitat!

GRACE CONGREGATIONAL
FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS

HOSPITALIZED
Barbara Davidson was a patient at Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minnesota.
Marilyn McCullough is at Bellin Hospital’s
Rehabilitation Center in Green Bay where she is
recovering from surgery.
Ron Boudnik is a patient at Aurora Medical Center.
Sue Crowley had surgery at Aurora Medical Center
and is continuing her recovery at home.

OUR SYMPATHY
Dale Timm, the brother of Michael and Debbie
Timm died on Saturday, September 22, 2018. We
offer our sympathy to the Timm family.
Lucille Augustine, the mother Al and Debbie
Augustine died on Tuesday, September 25, 2018. A
funeral service was Tuesday, October 2 at 11 a.m. at
St. Peter, the Fisherman Catholic Church.
Jack Hodgson (father of Betsy Freiberg) died on
Tuesday, September 4. A funeral service was
Saturday, October 13.
A funeral service was held for Dora Sommers
on Thursday, October 11th. Dora died on October
6 and had been a resident at Meadow View, here in
Two Rivers.
We extend our sympathy to Todd and Mandy
Moolenaar as they grieve the death of Todd's
grandmother, Jean Peterson. Jean died on Tuesday
and her funeral was held this weekend back in
Indiana.
A CHILD IS BORN
On Sunday, September 23, Nick and Jessie
Heise became parents to a baby boy, McCoy
Marlon! McCoy’s grandparents are Gary and Patty
Heise.
RENEWAL OF WEDDING VOWS
On Saturday, September 29, 2018, Aaron and
Stefanie Berger renewed their marriage vows. We
celebrate their love and the public witness to their
vows.
A WEDDING TO CELEBRATE
On Friday, October 12, Show and Dayna Kleckner
Vang exchanged their marriage vows in our
sanctuary. We offer them our Lord’s love as they
begin their marriage.

Looking ahead: Senior Lunch and
th
Bingo on Tuesday, December 4 at 12:30 p.m.

HOST WEEK
Thank you to all our Volunteers whom helped
October 14th thru October 20th.
Can you give of
your time? POTENTIAL VOLUNTEERS: Think you
may be interested in becoming a Hope House volunteer
The phone number is still 686-1436.

WOMEN’S LUNCHEON GROUP
We would like to invite ALL women of the
church to our Women’s Luncheon Group.
Announcements are usually in the bulletin and in
the newsletter. If you need a ride we can usually provide
it. November 13th we are going to be at Dalis in
Manitowoc at 11:30 a.m. Contact Chris Blimel at 7932204 or Sandy Monka at 553-2047 if you will be going.

THE LAKESHORE MEMORY CAFÉ
WILL MEET NOVEMBER 7, 2018
Katie from Glaze & Paint Art Studio will be assisting
us in creating a fall decoration. We’ll gather Wednesday,
November 7, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at the Manitowoc
Public Library’s Balkansky Room (707 Quay St). There is
no charge and all are welcome. Find us on Facebook.
Safe, Social, Supportive; working to make Manitowoc
County more dementia friendly.

