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Reflecting Together…………………………………….…………….Pastor Kim Henning 
“He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. 

And he was a Samaritan”  (Luke 17:16) 

 

The rift between the Samaritans and the Jews was deep and serious.  Why?  To begin the Samaritans were a 

racially mixed society with Jewish and pagan ancestry. Moreover, the Samaritans worshiped at Mount Gerazim 

instead of Jerusalem.  Simply stated, the hostility between the Samaritans and Jews was nearly irreconcilable. 

Now Luke tells us a story about an occasion when Jesus passed through that region.  He was about to enter a 

village when ten lepers got his attention.  They were respectful enough to keep their distance from Jesus 

because of their leprosy.  But they cried out rather noisily, “Jesus, have mercy on us!” 

Jesus saw them and then said that they should show themselves to the Priests, and just like that they were 

healed!   All ten were healed, and we presume that they picked up their pace as they made a mad dash toward 

the priests. The priests would pronounce them ‘clean,’ and in short order they would be back with their families.   

Imagine their excitement. 

Now the story goes that one of them saw that he was healed, and he turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice.  He fell at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  Then, in a stunning moment, Jesus says, ‘are you the only one 

here to say, ‘thank you’?   Where are the other nine?’  Then Jesus tells the Samaritan, ‘your faith has made you 

well.’   

Notice this:  “a thank you is no small matter.”  Jesus seems appalled that the other nine could just walk 

away.   

Notice this:  “a thank you defines that Samaritan’s faith in God. “  Jesus ignores the “Samaritan label” that 

would have surely bothered many.  Jesus sees a healthy heart and soul because of his thanks. 

Notice this:  ten former lepers end up with healthy bodies.  But according to Jesus, a healthy body is not the 

most important thing, a healthy soul is.   

Two closing thoughts….   In a recent sermon I shared this quote from Karl Barth:  “ingratitude is at the root 

of all sin.”   That is profound.  Barth assumes that the word ‘thank you’ ought to be fluttering off our lips all the 

time.  Barth recognizes that a human heart that is bent toward God is a heart that is profoundly grateful.   A 

thank you is not just a polite thing to do.  A thank you gives evidence of one’s relationship with Jesus. 

Last week one of our adult Appalachia Service Project volunteers stopped in my office.  He gives this his 

all.  He shows up at all the meetings.  He sells more wreaths than he needs to.  He teaches youth how to 

measure, saw, and hammer.  The success of our ASP experience depends upon adults like him. 

Last week, he stopped to tell me a story.  A few weeks ago, a parent pulled him aside after worship and 

expressed her gratitude for the impact he had upon her daughter’s ASP trip.  “After all these years,” he said, 

‘this is the first parent to say---thank you.’  He has worked with lots and lots of youth.  This year, a parent took 

the time to say, ‘thank you.’  His heart leaped….. 
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Marriage Equality: Is it Biblical? 

Several months ago, a church member asked me this question: “Pastor Colie, does the Bible say that 

homosexuality is a sin?” 

Well, if you want to actually know what the Bible says… it’s more complicated than a yes or no kind of 

answer. Because really, the Bible doesn’t talk about “homosexuality” in the way that we use the term, 

understanding that people are born with natural tendencies to be attracted to other people. The Bible doesn’t talk 

about romantic attraction in the way we understand it today. Yes, the Bible does talk about certain sexual 

behaviors as beings sinful (though, honestly, we don’t always understand what the language used in some of 

these passages mean…. but that’s another conversation). So does the Bible say that homosexuality is a sin? It’s 

a complicated question…. if hard pressed to give an answer, I would probably say “not really”. 

But perhaps a better way for us to answer this question is to bring the conversation out more broadly and 

ask, what does it mean for something to be sinful? How should we define sin? My answer to that question is 

that sin is something that separates us from God. Jesus said the most important commandments were to love 

God and to love your neighbor (see Matthew 22:35-40), and so one way to think about sin is to say that sinning 

is to act in ways that are unloving toward God or act in ways that are unloving toward other people. 

Following this definition, is homosexuality a sin? In Biblical times, yes. Back then, one thing that was of 

highest importance was to be in relationships that provided children, and so marriages were primarily about 

producing children. In Biblical times, women were property… and so marriage was about property exchange, 

and it was about passing on your culture and your faith and strengthening your tribe against threatening 

neighbors. So back then, Israelites showed love and commitment to God and to their faith by being in 

relationships that produced good, (male) Israelite children. 

Today, we understand marriage differently. At its best, marriage is still for us a way to show forth our love 

for God, but that is a love that is demonstrated through mutuality, humility, companionship, love, romance, 

commitment, service, and partnership.  

To put it succinctly: As a person, as a pastor, as a Christian, I support marriage for all people who love and 

care for one another. Whether gay or straight, when our relationships are ones of love and service, we bring 

honor to God who loved us all into being. 

In the September meeting of our Diaconate (the church committee that is charged with overseeing the 

spiritual well-being of our congregation, including having a voice in what happens in worship), Pastor Kim 

asked the committee to grant permission for him and myself to officiate same-gender marriage ceremonies in 

our church sanctuary. Some members of the committee expressed honest concern and personal struggles with 

the idea of gay marriage. But overwhelmingly, the Diaconate voiced that we are a church that values welcome, 

inclusion, and love for all people, and saw the idea of blessing same-gender weddings in our sanctuary as an 

expression of that love for all of God’s children. 

Certainly, there is much more that could be said on this subject. I know that many Christians, and some in 

our own church, feel conflicted on this issue. I know I speak for Pastor Kim and myself when I say that we 

would be glad to speak to you about this more. Through conversation together, we learn from one another and 

strengthen our faith. 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Colie 

 

 

 

STOR PARISH COMMITTEE INTERVIEW 

As a member of the Pastor Parish Committee we were asked if we would keep the congregation informed about Pastor Kim’s 

upcoming sabbatical.  A couple months ago we talked about what a sabbatical was.  This month I had the pleasure of interviewing 

Pastor Kim about his previous sabbatical and his plans for his upcoming one.   

 

Mickey……So….just to recap…what are some of the things you did on your last sabbatical? 

In 2007, I spent the fall semester at Eden Theological Seminary, just outside of St. Louis.  At Eden I spent 3 months as a 

minister in residence, working with students who are studying for the ministry.   

The importance of the sabbatical for me was to put myself into a setting that was outside of the local church.  In the church, a 

person sometimes feels like they’re on-call all the time.  At Eden, I enjoyed the quiet of weekends, and the restfulness of evening 

time.  During weekdays at Eden I was in the classroom with students---teaching and learning.  But evenings and weekends were 

spent enjoying rest and leisure.  I remember one moment in particular when I was walking to a fitness center, and I thought to 

myself, ‘I am so happy….and so relaxed…..and so at peace.’  Thank you….. 

Mickey…..You were looking at three or four different opportunities for a sabbatical.  What were they and why did you finally 

choose what you did? 

I did not want a sabbatical that was unstructured or totally free time.  I want to give back to the church. One of my first 

contacts regarding a sabbatical was to be an interim at a church in South Dakota.  I was in touch with their Conference Minister, but 

the details of partnering with a local church were just too cumbersome.  This didn’t work.   

A second opportunity that I looked at was to go to Oxford, a school in England that encourages pastors to live on campus in 

order to read, reflect and study.  The cost of such an opportunity was a bit prohibitive, along with the thought of being so far away 

from family.  

A third opportunity was to ‘exchange pulpits’ with a pastor from Hawaii.  Mel Gallagher informed me of this opportunity 

years ago, but I did not care for the thought of being in the pulpit weekly during a sabbatical.   

The final opportunity is to live and work on the campus of Emmaus Home in St. Louis. Emmaus Home is residence for adults 

who have physical and cognitive challenges.  For 25 years our Confirmation Class has visited this site, and I have always been 

inspired by the compassion and Christian love that I experience at that setting.  I am not entire certain what my responsibilities will 

while at Emmaus, but it looks like that I will be working with the Development Office, assist with fund-raising, and possibly lead 

some Sunday morning worship services for their residents.  I also just look forward to spending time with some very special human 

beings.   

Mickey….Anything else you would like to tell us? 

Thank you. Thank you for allowing me to be your pastor and granting me the privilege of enjoying time away from what I do 

here.  This sabbatical time away will be a good time that I hope will also be healthy for Grace Congregational Church.  As an 

aside…….We (Fay and I) are tentatively planning on taking a trip to Lesotho (Mark Behle) and view first-hand the work that a 

missionary does in Africa.  As of last month, we learned that there is some political unrest in Lesotho…..so we haven’t made air 

flight reservations yet…..but would sure like this to become a reality.  Plan B…..would be to contact Margaret Trost and arrange a 

trip to Haiti in order to view the work of the What If? Foundation.     

Mickey,…..Anything else I forgot to ask you? 

One last thought.  You are in good hands. This is Christ’s church and Pastor Colie is a trusted, caring, energetic leader.  I have 

no fears.  We are arranging for some assistance for Pastor Colie. I look forward to time away…..and of course will look forward to 

my return.   
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“Know that the Lord is God!  It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture.”  Psalm 100:3 RSV    

    I would like to thank you for the opportunity to share in the life of your congregation.  My name is Diane 

Cayemberg and I am a student at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities.  United (UTS) really is a 

uniting of two seminaries.  The school that we now know as Lakeland College was Mission House and was 

founded by German Reformed churches.  Yankton School of Theology was founded by German 

Congregationalists in Yankton, South Dakota.  The United Church of Christ recognized a need for an 

ecumenical center of theological studies.  In that “Uniting Spirit” the two schools joined to form United 

Theological Seminary.  The campus is in New Brighton, Minnesota. 

 Our website explains it this way, “The United Church of Christ chartered United as an ecumenical seminary 

that would embrace the universality of all Christian denominations and include faiths outside Christianity.  

Today the student body, faculty and staff of United represent more than 20 denominations and faith traditions.  

True to the United Church of Christ sensibilities, United continues to champion social justice, integrate arts and 

theology, and promote bold and respectful dialogue among people of all faiths.”  

    An example of our class composition was my Old Testament in the Life of the Community class. In the class I 

had a Methodist Associate Pastor, a Wiccan, Episcopalians from Africa, Universal Unitarians, and a female  

AME (African Methodist Episcopal) Pastor.  My teachers and professors have been Methodist, Presbyterian, 

United Church of Christ, Latter Day Saints (Mormon), Episcopal, and Conservative Jewish.  As part of our 

education we work with a Social Justice Organization.  To fulfill that requirement I was a member of RUTH 

(Responding with Understanding, Truth, and Hope in Manitowoc County)  

    This school year I am doing an internship here at Grace Congregational United Church of Christ.  Pastor 

Henning and the Board of Trustees have made the commitment to allow and support the internship.  I feel very 

blessed to do my internship at Grace.  It is my hope that during this year I will be of service to God, Grace, and 

you.  Pastor Henning and Pastor Bettivia have been very generous with their time and in sharing their 

knowledge.       

     This past week I have been sharing Psalm 100 with some of our Brothers and Sisters in Christ that are unable 

to be part of Grace’s worshipping community on Sunday mornings.  It has been a joy to meet them and spend 

some time getting to know them.  Mother Teresa reminded us that when we look into the face of another we see 

the face of Christ.  I have witnessed this, the joy, the memories, the thanksgiving, the weariness – the face of 

Christ.  If we have not yet met, I look forward to meeting you and getting to know you. 

Wishing you the Peace that surpasses all human understanding.  Diane L. Cayemberg  

“For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”   

Psalm 100:5     

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

Building Developments With Our Church’s Cupola 
Going back to 2005 (the year after this building was built…) our Trustees have on numerous occasions 

attempted to resolve water problems related to the cupola in front of our church.  Over the years we have 

conversed often at our monthly meetings, and then with the architect, the general contractor, and even our 

insurance company.   

We think we have a solution.  Since early September, we are working on a resolution that we think will be 

conclusive.  Working with two companies, we covered the exterior of the cupola with non-porous metal 

material; we changed the windows to a more durable, store-front material; and we put a new covering on the 

roof.  A large lift has been outside the church for three weeks.  By the time you receive this in the mail…….it 

ought to be gone.  

As a community of faith, we extend our gratitude to all the Trustees over the years who have worked to 

resolve this matter for our church.  No one envisioned a problem like this with a new building, but we are 

grateful to all those who did not give up.  Thank you, leaders of Grace Congregational Church. 
 

“Walk/Run for  

Your Food Pantry” 

October 3, 9 a.m. 

The Two Rivers 

Ecumenical Panty is sponsoring a 2.6 mile walk/5 mile run on Saturday, October 3 at 9 a.m.  The beginning and 

ending of the run/walk is at St. Peter, the Fisherman Bell Tower.  It’s too late to register for T-Shirt but not too 

late to register to walk with us.  Children age 10 and under walk free.  Help to stamp out hunger Step by Step. 
 

Confirmation Has Started This Year! 
There’s a common misconception that Confirmation is “the end of the road” for Sunday School, that once 

you’re confirmed, that’s it, you’re done, you’ve learned everything you need to know. But actually, that isn’t 

true! Confirmation is a way on the journey. It is a time that we dig deeper in our faith, but all through our lives, 

our faith ought to keep growing and changing as we learn and grow. Confirmation is not about “finalizing,” it is 

about starting a conversation about God, faith, and the world, that we hope will last a life time. 

Our goals for our Confirmation program are to help youth better understand the Bible; increase the 

knowledge of the church; practice a life of service (as Jesus taught); experience the breadth of the Christian 

faith beyond Two Rivers; and understand their own place in faith and how God has been active in their life.  

This year, we will have 17 youth in our confirmation class! Youth who are continuing are: Emily Duvall, 

Chuck Griffin, Callie Krueger, Clare Kuhn, Austin Lawhon, Claire Price, Coleton Rabida, Wil Schmid, Gavin 

Stradal, Haley Tadych, and Alexis Veleke. Youth who are joining our class new this year are: Nora Buchholz, 

Alex Klein, Dominick Krizek, Jacque Linzmeier, Kaity Pietenpol, and Hannah Reno. 
 

Confirmation: Mentor and Parents’ Night 
This year, Confirmation mentors will join us for Wednesday night class on the third Wednesday of every month. For October, on the 

third Wednesday (October 21
st
) we will have a dinner for youth, their parents, and mentors to all come together. The meal will be 

hosted by the Pastor-Parish Committees, and will take place during the regular class time, 6pm-7:10pm. 

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School is off with a bang this year! It takes so many people to make Sunday School happen: Teachers, shepherds, Board 

of Christian Education aides, opening-time leaders, substitutes, and so many other people who help out. Thanks to all our amazing 

volunteers, we are able to provide our children with a time where they can learn and grow. More than anything, we hope our children 

come away with these two big ideas: That God loves them, and that church is a place where they are safe, loved, and cared for. 

Even if you don’t have children in Sunday School, if you see any of our volunteers, please thank them! They put in a lot of time, 

effort, and love to make sure our church is as strong as it can be, now and in years to come. 
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This Year’s Classroom Teachers Are: 
Wee Wonder class, Stacy Backus; Pre-K, Lori Brandt; K and 1

st
 grade, Linda Edinger; 2

nd
 grade, Amy LeGreve, Barb 

Baeckman, Katie Baeckman; 3
rd

 and 4
th
 grade, Lynn and Autumn Buchholz; 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade, Donna Weier; 7

th
 and 8

th
 

grade, Randy Edinger. 

 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) 
Micah 6:8  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly, and love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. 

Each of us has many opportunities to act justly;  treat your neighbors, friends, family, co workers  justly.  I think we 

all grasp that.  But how do we “do justice” in the wider world? 

I see injustice portrayed on the news every  evening but feel hopeless to make a difference.  This is where Neighbors 

in Need (NIN) comes in.   It is strongly committed to ministries of peacemaking, violence reduction, conflict resolution, 

federal budget priorities, and so much more as it pursues justice in the United States and Puerto Rico.      

One-third of this project is dedicated to the Indian Ministry.  This includes financial support for 20 American Indian 

UCC congregations.  The project encourages and supports youth and young adults in Christian Ministry, empowers 

American Indians who are members of non Indian congregations, and advocates for justice on issues affecting American 

Indian life. 

 The other two thirds support justice advocacy and service projects.  Up to $3,000 is given to selected justice 

projects twice yearly  Some examples are the Night Ministry in San Francisco that is directed to the homeless.  Others 

include  immigrant services for Latinos in Maine which assists with education, scholarships and affordable housing,  

Lancaster, PA DIGIT which give at risk kids an alternative to gangs but teaching them to grow vegetables which they then 

sell in low income housing projects,  VOICE in Ashville, N.C. is an educational project where individuals are taught how 

to advocate for themselves and others, and New York City Indy Kids which is described as a “free paper for free kids”.  

The intent is to educate and informs kids about issues in social justice, racism and human rights (aimed at kids age 9-13).  

15,000 copies of each issue go to kids in 30 states and 200 classrooms. 

These are exciting projects that are making progress toward justice for all.  YOU can be a part of this effort by giving 

an offering to Neighbors in Need Sunday October 11
th
 . (more information about NIN projects can be found on the UCC 

 website) 

 

78
TH

 ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION BANQUET 

Thursday, October 15
th

 at 6:30 p.m., Representatives of the United Church of Christ Churches in Calumet, 

Manitowoc, and Sheboygan Counties will gather at Lakeland College to recognize and award three pre-

ministerial scholarships. Host church for this event is The Ebenezer United Church of Christ in Sheboygan. The 

program will include special music from the host church, an overview about union theological Seminary in New 

York City, and the keynote speaker –the Rev. Franz S. Rigert, Wisconsin U.C.C. conference minister. New 

officers will be installed for the group. 

Tickets will be available for those wishing to represent Grace Church at the information desk in the gathering 

area---Cost per ticket is $15.00 You can purchase them on Sundays October 4
th

 and 11
th

, after services or 

contact Pastor Kim Henning, Jim Taddy, or Bruce Huffer. Transportation to or from the banquet is available 

upon request 
 

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Vigil 
On Thursday, October 15

th 
at 7:00 p.m., we will gather in the church sanctuary for a service of lament and 

remembrance, sorrow and hope, to mark the often-unspoken grief of losing a pregnancy or infant. These losses happen in 

many different ways. Our service will recognize loss of life through miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion, infant death, placing 

for adoption, or inability to conceive. 

This service is open to all who wish to gather and remember. If you would like to extend an invitation to someone 

outside of our church community, please do so. Small invitation cards will be available on the information desk in the 

church gathering area. 
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CHURCH CABINET 
Moderator, Don DeBruyn 

Treasurer, John Wallace 

Financial Sec, Chris Blimel 

Trustee Chair, Steve Smith 

Diaconate Chair, 

 Diane Eggers/Pam Wargin 

BOCE Chair, 

 Kelly Ruhbusch 

M & O Chair, Betty Becker 

Pastor Kim-Pastor/Parish Chair, 

 Bill Heinsohn 

Pastor Colie-Pastor/Parish Chair, 

Paul Schmid 

 

Stewardship Corner for Grace Congregational United Church of Christ: 
Total 2015 Expected Expenses for Grace Congregational Church:                                           $374,403 

Amount of pledged income needed each month to balance our budget:                                 $28,916 

Pledged Income Received in August:         $30,718 

 

Thank you for your good heart and generosity.  Thank you for supporting this ministry that we always hope gives 

evidence of our faith and trust in Christ.   
 

Notable Expenses Paid on September 15: 

 Fourth Quarter health insurance:   $6.770 

 Sunday School Curriculum:    $1,867 

 Stewardship Resources:    $330 

 Music for Christmas Cantata:  $779 

 Johnson Controls---Controller in Fellowship Hall $647 

 Fourth Quarter Pensions  $4,493 

 Food for Rally Day   $145 

 Our Church’s Wider Mission  $3,333 

 

Notable Contributions Members Have Made Above and Beyond Our Budget 

 Global Ministries---Mark Behle $365 

 Hope House   $88 

 TREP    $1383 

 UCC Missions   $300 

   Thank you for caring!! 

 

Please Note:  Our constitution prohibits us from using any proceeds from our Endowment Fund to support our day to day ministry at 

Grace Congregational Church.  Active members and friends are expected to support this ministry as an act of faithfulness to God.   

 

 

 
Grace’s Adult Choir has begun weekly on Wednesday’s, from 7:00-8:15 pm. 

We invite everyone to prayerfully consider serving Grace by becoming a member.  

 Music is a rewarding way to serve the church and to praise God.    

We welcome all musical abilities and any time you can give! 

  Grace’s Handbell Choir has begun weekly rehearsals on Monday’s, from 11:00-12:00am.  

Special Music 

 The music ministry of Grace is seeking the talent of the congregation.  Instrumentalist and vocalist are always 

welcome to share their talent and faith during the year at either service!  Please contact Andrea Allington if interested. 

Christmas Cantata practice will be on Wednesdays from 7:45-8:15 pm. Everyone is welcome to sing and enjoy 

time together as we dig deep into what the Christmas season means for all God's people! The cantata will be presented 

to the church on December 13 at both services. Blessings! Andrea 
  
 

 

YOUR PHOTOS NEEDED:   
 

The Diaconate is seeking photos for the 2016 calendar 

of Grace Church events during the past year – Christmas,  

Easter, and Thanksgiving at Grace Church, church events 

and activities, communion class, confirmation class, etc.  

Digital photos can be email to jlschmid@lakefield.net. 
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NEWS FROM THE CABINET 

On September 20, a meal for six prospective new members was hosted by the Cabinet and served by members of the Diaconate.  

Leaders from each of our church boards, introduced themselves and described the role of their board in the life of Grace Church.  

Leaders of our youth ministry and music ministry also described opportunities available for participation.  A sponsor from our 

congregation will introduce each new person at an upcoming worship service when we will covenant with one another as members of 

the church.  Please introduce yourself to our newest members and welcome them.  Thanks to our sponsors and to all who provided 

food and hospitality for the meal. 

Over the next several Sundays in worship, our stewardship committee will be sharing pictures and information from our recent 

visits to our church camps at Pilgrim Center and Moon Beach.  Grace Church has made a pledge to support the “CAMPITAL 

CAMPAIGN” to meet needs at the camps over the next several years.  We intend to fulfill this commitment through our church 

budget.  Our individual pledges to Grace Church will enable the Trustees to determine our budget for next year.  Please prayerfully 

consider your decision when pledging your support for 2016. 

 

GENERATION G 

Grace Congregation’s High School youth group meet Wednesday nights from 7-8pm in the youth room off the fellowship hall. We 

have been reading and discussing the book of Romans-- no assignments, questions welcome—friends are always welcomed.  

Scrapbooking/Crafting is scheduled once again! Mark your calendars for October 17, November 21, and December 12th--- from 

9am-4pm the church will be open and we will be meeting in the fellowship hall. Bring a dish to pass, a project to work on and 

something for you to drink-- and come join us for an hour or the whole day! This is a GREAT opportunity to work on Christmas 

cards, gifts, or any project you've been wanting to try out--- Friends are always welcome! In October, Nicole will be making the main 

dish. If you have questions please call or contact Nicole Herda-- see you there! 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OCTOBER UPDATE 

During September, volunteers have been busy installing new windows and doors and vinyl siding on the home at 2625 S. 21
st
 

Street in Manitowoc undergoing renovation in partnership with the Stewart family.  We will also be fixing the front entry deck and 

backyard fence.  During October, we’ll move indoors to install insulation and drywall, then hang kitchen cabinets, interior doors and 

trim.  Volunteers are needed to help on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 8:30 am until 3:30 pm.  Saturday work may be 

arranged for groups depending on the stage of the project by calling the Habitat office at 683-8466.  If you can provide lunch one day 

for volunteers (5 to 7 people), please call Jean Wakefield in the office. 

Thank you to those who have been helping with the renovation, and to all who contributed to the special offering for Habitat on 

September 20.  If you missed that opportunity, you can still send a check made out to Grace Church and marked  ”Habitat for 

Humanity” to the church office or put it in the   offering plate.  And keep saving your aluminum can tabs for Habitat.  

 

 

 

 

DIACONATE NEWS 

At our September monthly meeting, the Diaconate busily prepared for Rally Day which was held on the 13th.   The Rally Day 

committee chair, Alex LeGreve, did an excellent job organizing this event.  We were blessed with perfect weather, an incredible 

worship service,  beautiful music and family fun.  We raised approximately $728 from the dessert/pie auction and $343 from the 

(new) silent auction to help offset the individual costs for the Moon Beach Retreat.  Thank you, thank you, thank you; for all your 

generosity and support!  Your donations, baked items, bidding wars, help with bingo and family games,  all contributed to Rally 

Day’s success .   

We also planned for the new members’ meal which was held on September 20th.  Please welcome our newest members Noah 

Sharlein and Patricia Perry, Debbie Spindler, Heather Krueger, Keith and Pamela Van Ess; and Randy Wilson into our Grace 

Congregational Church family.   

The Diaconate engaged in a thoughtful discussion about a matter that was brought to us, the matter regarding same-sex 

marriage.  About a year and a half ago, we invited the Rev. Dr. Karl Kuhn to help us think about this---biblically and in the life of 

the church.  About 35 members of our church attended that event.  We discussed the importance of this matter, and experiences 

each of us have encountered in recent years. Everyone on the Diaconate participated in the discussion.  The diaconate finally 

determined that our ministers should be allowed to officiate at the marriages of same sex couples in our sanctuary.   

Finally, one of our church members, Hal Lexow, attended our meeting.  He told us about his own story, and the role of the 

church in the lives of shut-ins and others who are not able to attend our Sunday morning worship services.  We had a conversation 

about ways in which we can better care for our shut-ins and their caregivers.  We look forward to continuing this conversation in 

future months.   

Look for future information on an upcoming family event being  planned by our Community Life Committee! 
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WEDDING CELEBRATION 
      On Saturday, September 19 morning, Ryan and 

Tamara exchanged their marriage vows in our sanctuary.  

We offer our best wishes to Ryan and Tamara as they 

begin their marriage together.  

     On Saturday afternoon, Nathan and Kirsten 

exchanged their marriages vows in our sanctuary.  We 

offer our best wishes to Nathan and Kirsten!  
 

BIRTHS TO CELEBRATE 
On September 20th, we celebrate the baptism of 

Allison Stefanie, the daughter if Brian and Hailey and 

the sister of Brycyn.   

 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING OUR 

COMMUNITY 
Joining are and their sponsors:  Noah Sharlein and 

Patricia Perry --Sponsored by Rob and Nicole Herda, 

Debbie Spindler-- Sponsored by Lori Brandt, 

Heather Krueger--Sponsored by Mike and Becky Price 

Randy Wilson-- Sponsored by Jim and Susie Miller 

 

LADIES OF GRACE 
Afternoon Circle will meet for lunch on October 

13th at 11:30am at TR Family Restaurant. Any of the 

 Ladies of Grace are welcome to attend this monthly 

luncheon. Bring a friend along too. Call Chris Blimel - 

793-2204 or Sandy Monka- 553-2047 with your 

reservation by October 11th. 

 

APPLE FEST BAKE SALE 
Ladies of Grace will be sponsoring a cookie sale at 

Apple Fest again this year.  We need anyone who would 

bake cookies for October 10th Apple Fest to help us.  

Please would you help and bake - bake - bake!!!!   

Sign up sheets are at the Information Desk along 

with the tins that you should put the cookies in.  Cookies 

can either be brought to church October 8th or 9th 

between 9am and 1 pm.  Cookies tins can also be 

dropped off at the Two Rivers Senior Center between 

4pm and 6pm on Friday, October 9th or Saturday 

October 10th by 8 am.   
We so appreciate you as bakers.  We also would like 

helpers in selling the cookies, that is also on the sign up 

sheet.  Thank you in advance to all of you who will be 

baking and to those of you who will support our cookie 

sale and come and buy.   

 

BLOOD DONERS NEEDED 

Attention Blood Donors---Blood Drive at Grace 

Church October 5th, 2-6PM 

 

HOPE HOUSE HOST WEEK 
Our next week to host at Hope House is October 11-

17
th
. Check the white board to sign up for a shift or to 

cook a meal. Any questions call Betty  

Next training session for those interested in 

volunteering at Hope House will be held on 

November 9th from 6-8 PM.  If you plan to attend, 

please let Mickey Veleke or Betty Becker know. 

"Picnic in the Park"  All Hope House volunteers 

are invited to an appreciation picnic on Sunday, 

October 18th from 1230-2:30PM, Lincoln Park, 

Manitowoc, (cabin 2)  RSVP by October 9th.  If 

attending, please bring a dish to pass. 

 

Wisconsin Gospellers Hold 

Music Scholarship Fundraiser 

Please join us October 10 from 4-8pm. at First 

Congregational United Church of Christ, 

Sheboygan for a great time of food, music and fun. 

Come taste Booyah by Ceil and other delicious 

foods. Listen to the music of Sheboygan Light Rail. 

Participate in the Silent Auction. Advanced tickets 

are available. A bowl of Booyah is $5 for the event. 

Quart size carryouts are available for $8. Advanced 

tickets can be purchased by calling 208-6409. Funds 

raised from this event will help provide scholarship 

assistance for those Wisconsin Gospellers going on 

the 2016 tour to Germany.  The Wisconsin 

Gospellers are a ministry of the Wisconsin 

Conference United Church of Christ. This ministry 

is part of a partnership between the Wisconsin 

Conference and the Union of Evangelical Churches 

in Germany. Thank you for your support. See you 

October 10th 
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“They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its 

leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.’ (Jeremiah 17:8) 
Dear Friends,   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A few years ago (March 2012) I wrote about the Growing Nations project of the Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa 

(LECSA).  Situated on one of the LECSA’s historic mission stations, Maphutseng, Growing Nations trains people in Conservation  

Agriculture (CA), or, as they often say, “Farming God’s Way”.  The basic tenets are simple:  minimal disturbance of the soil (no 

plowing), keep the soil covered and crop rotation.  The transition to CA is not always easy, but for those who persevere the result can 

be life-changing.  And after a few years, like the tree in Jeremiah’s illustration, they no longer fear the heat and drought for they know 

their crops will still bear some fruit.  Their gardens will still be green. 

I recently paid another visit to Growing Nations after hearing the Director, Rev. August Basson, speak enthusiastically about a 

few farmers in the Maphutseng area who had amazed even him with their success.  August, a native of South Africa and missionary 

with Africa Inland Mission, has long been an ardent advocate of CA and sharing the Gospel through teaching “Farming God’s Way”.  

He’s been working closely with the LECSA for a number of years to encourage more people to use CA.  Growing Nations has 

attracted students, professors and agricultural scientists from around the world and been used for research studies, too. 

 
Mid-September is early spring in Lesotho and it isn’t easy to find 

patches of green in the landscape (Maphutseng valley, left), other 

than the trees putting out new leaves.  Winters are generally quite 

dry here and the past four months or more have been dry except for 

a few light rain showers.  

 

 

 
While some 

of Growing Nations training is done in residential programs at Maphutseng, the 

message of transformational farming is also taken out into the surrounding 

area.  A few years ago Ntate Molefi Mpana (right, with August), from the 

small village of Ha Lelinyane located high above the Maphutseng valley, 

attended one of these outreach efforts to learn about CA techniques.  He and a 

few others from his village are now star practitioners of CA.  August says they 

have even surpassed what they are doing at Growing Nations and taken CA to 

a new level.  He regularly brings students and visitors to the village to see for 

themselves the impressive fruits of “Farming God’s Way”.  Although the 4x4 

journey to the village takes an hour from Maphutseng over a rough and rocky 

track, no one who comes is ever disappointed by what they see. 

 
Here the brown fields and scenery are broken with vivid patches of green where CA has restored the soil.  The gardens have lush 

growth and a variety of intermingled crops, 

including, wheat, peas, radish and spinach.  

The contrast with the surrounding area is 

startling.  Below all the green is a thick layer 

of dried grass and crop residue.  Beneath this 

covering is rich, fertile and moist soil, 

complete with earthworms.  In a nearby maize 

field the stubble from the harvest is also 

covered with grass.  Pull up a stalk root and 

the soil moisture and richness is once again 

evident.  Whereas other farmers, who have 

plowed their fields which have long dried out, wait for the rains before planting, here the 

soil is fertile enough for planting now.  Small piles of dried manure have already been placed in the field (above) where the seeds will 

be planted. 
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The covering in the gardens and fields is so thick that weeds are no longer a 

problem.  In fact, Ntate Molefi and his wife ‘M’e Matšepiso (left) no longer do any 

weeding!  As for planting, instead of needing a plow and oxen, they just use a hand 

spade to dig small holes for planting seeds.  Their work is not nearly as hard as in 

the past and yet their harvests far surpass anything from the years before they started 

“Farming God’s Way”.  Listening to them talk about the great difference CA has 

made, it is easy to see that their 

lives have been transformed.  

And for that they thank August 

and praise God!    

 

The LECSA is currently looking 

at ways of expanding the 

outreach efforts of Growing Nations by establishing demonstration plots in various 

parts of the country.  With God’s help, the LECSA will lead many others to 

practice “Farming God’s Way”.  And for that, we can all praise God! 

 

Just as the rich soil nourishes the seeds planted within it, so God’s Word nourishes 

us so that we can flourish.  As the Psalmist puts it, “…planted in the house of the 

LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God.  They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,
 
proclaiming, ‘The 

LORD is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no wickedness in him.’” (92:13-15). 

Yours in Christ, Mark Behle, PO Box 200 Morija 190, Kindom of Lesotho Email: mark37438@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

***************************************************************************************************** 
 

PURCHASE A CHRISTMAS WREATH….. 
AND SUPPORT YOUR YOUTH IN THE APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT 

 

The deadline for submitting an order for a wreath from the Appalachia Service Project group 

is October 9.  This may sound early, but the sale/construction/distribution of all our Christmas 

wreaths is done by volunteers who perform this task above and beyond their jobs and family 

life.   

Your assistance with submitting an order in early October would be most appreciated. 

 

Christmas Wreaths 
24” Wreath ($20) ___; 36” Wreath ($30)___; 48” Wreath ($45) ___; 

38” cross ($25)___; 38” cane ($25) ___; Door Swag ($20) ___; 

Name: ____________________________  Phone Number:  _______________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Return Purchase Order to Grace Congregational Church by October 9, Please……
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