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Belt Conveyor Safety webinar will begin soon

You are in webinar viewing mode.
Be sure your speakers are on.
Your voice will not be heard. 
Questions can be asked using the Q/A icon.
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BELT CONVEYOR SAFETY
Are You Doing Enough To Reduce Injury 

From Belt Conveyors? 

Jerad Heitzler 

FOUNDATIONSÊ Training Manager 
Martin Engineering

foundations@martin-eng.com
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FOUNDATIONSÊ

ÅLive, Instructor led classes
ÅOnline classes
ÅSite assessments
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Webinar Objectives
1. Typical Tactics.

2. Improved Tactics

3. Most Effective Tactic
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Typical Tactics 

1. PPE and Attire

2. Policies, Procedures, Protocol

3. Training

4. Safety Equipment

5. The most effective way to keep 
workers safe
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ÅNo baggy clothing; 
No hooded sweatshirts

ÅJewelry: left at home 
or in the locker 

ÅHair: cut or confined

ÅHard hat

ÅSafety shoes

ÅSafety glasses

ÅHearing protection

ÅRespirator

ÅGloves

ÅFall protection
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1. Proper PPE and Attire

Shortcomings:
1. Ineffective
2.Open to workers not using 
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2. Policies, Procedures, Protocol

Lock Out - Be sure all energy is eliminated

Tag Out- Be sure all workers have tagged the 
equipment

Test Out- Verify 

Block Out- Eliminate stored energy from tension

Shortcomings:
1.Can be open to interpretation
2.Not enforced
3.Not inclusive of all hazards
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1. Rock trapped in tail pulley

2. Tail pulley stops rotating

3. Motor stalls or trips out and all pulleys stop rotating

4. Belt stretches on top side because drive is at the head

5. Take-up is lifted to remove jammed rock

6. Rock is removed and tail pulley is free to rotate

7. Stretch on top side contracts unexpectedly rotating the tail 
pulley counter clockwise
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More on Block Out

Å Energy and power are not the same

Å Block out eliminates stored energy from the 
stretch of the belt

Å Physically restrain belt

Å Clamps on the belt secured to structure

Å Release tension when work is complete
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3. Training
Å мр҈ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΧΦ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 

even paying attention

Å рл҈ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛŦ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΧ if 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ

Å ор҈ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘΧ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
attention
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Preferred 
Training

Instructor Lead, 
55%Hands- On,  34%

Lecture, 10%

On-Line,  1%
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Adult learning

Enjoy- Voluntary

Use training that creates a desire to attend

Engage- Unseat previous ways 

Let learner provide input

Educate- Deliver your message

Effective- Inspire and motivate change in behavior

Shortcomings:
мΦ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
behavior
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4. Safety Equipment

Emergency Stop Switches

Å Test for slack in cable

Å Measure and record runout

Å Inspect cables and clamps

Å Inspection length and location


