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What can 

Seriously Injure 

or Kill a Grain 

Handling 

Worker?



Top Hazards
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Grain Engulfment

Grain Dust Explosions

Falls to Another Level

Moving Equipment

Dangerous Equipment



Number One:  Grain Engulfment
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Multi-Faceted 
Approach
Prevention through Grain Quality

Engineering ςDesign

Prevention through Administrative 
Controls 
(Procedures/Permits/Approvals)

Response - Rescue



Develop a zero-entry mentality 

òwhere grain engulfment hazards existó

Exhaust all options to eliminate the need to 

enter, regardless of investment

Zero Entry Mentality
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Bin-Entry/PRCS 

Permit

Permit òPermissionó

Think of it as a checklist evaluation 

approach/question based

Consider layered approval process
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Lockout Tagout

òAll mechanical, hydraulic, and 
pneumatic equipment which 
presents a danger to employees 
inside grain structures must be de-
energized, and shall be 
disconnected, locked -out and tagged, 
blocked off, or otherwise prevented 
from operating by other equally 
effective means.ó 

Sweep Augers ð10 Sweep Auger 
Safety Principles if accepted by your 
state
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Atmospheric 

Testing

The atmosphere must be tested for the presence of:

òCombustible gases and vapors when there is 
reason to believe that they may be present;ó

òToxic agents when there is reason to believe 
that they may be present ( i.e. phosphine)ó

Oxygen unless there is:

òcontinuous natural air movement or;ó

òcontinuous forced air ventilation   
before and during the entry.ó

Donõt use exceptions within the standard
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