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We are ready God, or ready almost, to welcome our United Methodist 
sisters and brothers in Christ from all around the world. We ask traveling 
mercies for all. 

Portland is home for some, but may it feel like home for all. 
Some will travel great distances, culturally and geographically. Yet 

God, we know you have the whole world in your hands. 

We are many and diverse. We are also one and united. 
We all know your love. We all know your Son, Jesus our Lord. 
We all pray that your will might be done, on earth as in heaven. 

As the world comes to our doorstep, we pray for this General 
Conference. We pray for wisdom and guidance. We pray for 
understanding and graciousness. We pray for courage and humility. 
We pray for our church as we face unprecedented challenges 
and opportunities at a General Conference that will surely long be 
remembered. 

May it be remembered for good. And whatever differences may 
remain between us and among us, may your good news in Jesus Christ 
be received and shared by all. And may we be thankful that you have 
invited each of us and all of us into this great family that we call The 
United Methodist Church. 

In Christ we pray. Amen.
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At General Conference, 30 delegates will be coming from the 
Western Jurisdiction of the US (of which Alaska, Oregon-Idaho, 

and PNW have two delegates each, per Conference).
Over 200 delegates will be coming from Africa,

50 from the Philippines and 40 from Europe and Eurasia.
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Kiswahili (or Swahili), Korean, 
Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Russian.
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In 1972, 7% of clergy were 
women, there were no 
women bishops, and 13% 
of US delegates to General 
Conference were women. 
In 2016, 27% of clergy are 
women, 26% of bishops 
are women, and 44% of US 
delegates to GC are women
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