
Guelph Curling Club COVID-19 Protocols Fall 2021 

The following protocols were created using recommendations from the CurlON Return To Play 
2.0 Guide, and following the regulations from the Government of Ontario COVID-19 public 
health measures and advice- Stage 3 (https://covid-19.ontario.ca/public-health-measures). 

The COVID-19 situation in Ontario is quickly evolving and these protocols are based on 
knowledge as of September 27, 2021. There will likely be changes throughout the season as we 
follow regulations released by the Government of Ontario, Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public 
Health (WDGPH), and CurlON. 
 

• Vaccination- As of September 22, 2021, the Government of Ontario has mandated proof 
of vaccination for all who enter facilities used for sports and recreation. In compliance 
with this rule, the GCC will require all who enter the building to show proof of full 
vaccination, unless the individual has a valid exemption. Valid exemptions under the 
government policy include: a medical exemption confirmed with a note from a medical 
professional, being ineligible for the vaccine due to being under the age of 12 years, and 
individuals aged 12-18 who are entering for the sole purpose of participating in sport. 
Individuals who fall into the last category will be asked to wear a face covering at all 
times while in the GCC and may not assist with youth programming (in compliance with 
the Chief Medical Officer of Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph’s September 23, 2021 letter). 
 

• Mask Policy- Face coverings are mandatory in the “warm areas” of the club (including 
the lounge and change rooms) unless you are seated and eating or drinking. Face 
coverings are strongly encouraged, but not mandatory, on the ice surface. 
 

• Capacity – We are able to run all eight sheets of curling but are limited to 50% capacity 
in the lounge. At GCC, we are fortunate to have a large enough lounge space that two full 
draws will be able to overlap without exceeding this number. We are therefore able to run 
leagues on a typical “pre-COVID” schedule with no need to prevent overlap between 
draws in the club. We will also be able to allow a small number of spectators. 

 
• Physical Distancing- We ask that members continue to follow the directional arrows for 

moving around the club. The front door will be used as an entrance only and the exit will 
be through the side door into the parking lot. Players waiting to go onto the ice will use 
both the upstairs and downstairs lounges depending on what sheet they are playing on. 
We will release more specific direction on this as we see league numbers come in.  

 
• Locker Rooms- GCC will continue to encourage distancing by having the locker rooms 

open ONLY to people who have purchased a locker for the season. Everyone else should 
arrive at the club dressed to play. 

 
• Lounge- The lounge will be open for food and drink with tables set up with two metres 

between them. We  will use two of our large round tables together for 8 people to 
encourage distancing. There will be enough seating for one full draw of people (64). 
While we will have no limit on members’ time spent in the lounge, please vacate your 

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/public-health-measures


table if you see that it is needed for people in the draw following yours as they come off 
the ice. Bartenders will sanitize tables as they are vacated. 

 
• Waivers/Liability and Declaration of Compliance- Members will be asked to complete 

a liability waiver and declaration of compliance with COVID-19 protocols prior to the 
season start. 

 
• Hygiene and Cleaning- The GCC will continue to use Enviro-Master Services for 

enhanced cleaning and the Club Manager will work with staff to ensure frequent cleaning 
of high-touch surfaces which will be recorded in a log. Rocks will be sanitized prior to 
each draw by ice staff and hand sanitizer will remain accessible around the club. 

 
• Game Play- Players should not shake hands prior to or following games but may tap 

brooms or give verbal acknowledgment instead. Players should use their own coin or 
other method (e.g. rock-paper-scissors, phone app) to determine who has the hammer in 
the first end. When putting up the score and measuring, hands should be sanitized both 
before and after completing the activity.  

 
Distancing is encouraged during game play and there are markers on the sheets to advise 
waiting team members where to stand. CurlON has provided guidance for movement of 
players during the game. Please refer to our video from last season 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibMnTw7g7hc) for an explanation. Keep in mind 
that these are guidelines only. When in doubt, just do your best to stay away from others. 
 
At this time, we will allow teams to sweep with one or two sweepers, but with two 
sweepers you must wear a mask due to the close proximity you will be to the other 
player. We encourage players to speak with their teams and respect one another’s comfort 
levels with this choice. Skips and vices will not be permitted to sweep in the house to 
avoid crowding.  

  
• Contact Tracing/COVID Screening- GCC will continue to use the CurlON contact 

tracing app implemented last season. Each person is given a QR Code which can be 
saved on a smart phone or printed on a card and scanned upon entering the club. 
Members returning from last year may use the same QR code and new members will be 
given one at their first night of curling. By signing in, you acknowledge that you have 
passed the COVID-19 screener which will be posted next to the sign-in device. The first 
time you sign in this season, a staff member will confirm your proof of full vaccination 
and enter it into the system. The QR code will then automatically confirm that you are 
fully vaccinated each visit thereafter.  

 
• Spares- There are no limits on the number of people participating in leagues, so we can 

welcome non-members into drop-in leagues and to spare. Non-members must check-in at 
the bar to pay their fee and provide proof of vaccination. 


