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End of the Year Housing Recap 

As we come to the end of another year let’s recap the housing perform-
ance for Phoenix in 2015. We started the year off with strong sales 
numbers. In the first 6 months the number of homes sold was up over 
the previous year and prices were increasing. By June the average sin-
gle family home increased in value approximately 4%.  By the end of 
November average home prices were 6% higher than they were at the 
beginning of the year!  The number of homes on the market is lower 
than at the same time last year and this is a big reason home prices 
have risen.  Mortgage interest rates are still at historic lows and the 
government is starting to loosen lending restrictions again, making it 

easier for buyers to qualify for a mortgage. 

2016 What’s Ahead - Barring any geo-political disaster, I see home 

prices raising again next year in the 4 to 6% range.  If this happens I be-

lieve we will see more homes hitting the market as home owners with 

mortgages that are  “under water”  being able to finally sell and move 

on. I foresee an increasing number of buyers entering the market be-

cause of low interest rates and the number of people relocating to the 

Phoenix area.  The rental market should remain strong and rental rates 

may continue to increase in 2016. Vacancy is still very low in the single 

family home market and is also low in the condo/apartment market. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
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Visit The Phoenix Zoo for Zoo lights! 
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Las Noches de Las Luminarias - Nov 29th – Dec 31st 

Every holiday season, the trails of the Desert Botanical Garden glow with the 

light of more than 8,000 hand-lit luminaries and thousands of twinkling white 

lights. Along the paths, musical groups provide live entertainment ranging from Native American flute, jazz and world 

music to traditional holiday carols.  

ZooLights - November 23rd - January 10th 

When the sun goes down and the animals go to sleep, the Phoenix Zoo trans-

forms into one of the largest holiday-lighting events in the Southwest, with 3.5 

million lights and more than 500 custom-made animal and nature light sculp-

tures.  

City Skate Holiday Ice Rink - November 28th - January 11th  

 

Central Avenue is transformed into an ice skater's dream, decorated with a massive 36-foot holiday tree and thousands 

of twinkling lights. The tree will dazzle guests with nightly light shows on the hour from 7pm - 10pm. Bystanders 

watching over the rink from Patriots Park will enjoy a nightly snowfall during the same hours. Santa will make an ap-

pearance every Friday, Saturday and Sunday for photos from 4pm - 8pm.  

       

     
     
                  

Christmas Popcorn Balls 

INGREDIENTS: 7 QUARTS POPPED CORN;  1 CUP SUGAR;  

1 CUP LIGHT CORN SYRUP;  1/4 CUP WATER;  1/4 CUP 

SALT;  3 TABLESPOONS BUTTER; 1 TEASPOON VANILLA 

EXTRACT; FOOD COLORING FOR FUN! 

DIRECTION: PLACE POPCORN IN A LARGE BAKING PAN; KEEP WARM IN A 200DEGREE 

OVEN; IN A HEAVY SAUCEPAN, COMBINE SUGAR,CORN SYRUP,WATER & SALT. COOK 

OVER MEDIUM HEAT UNTIL A CANDY THERMOMETER READS 235DEGREES. REMOVE 

FROM HEAT. ADD BUTTER, VANILLA & FOOD COLORING, STIR UNTIL BUTTER IS 

MELTED. IMMEDIATELY POUR OVER POPCORN AND STIR UNTIL EVENLY COATED. WHEN 

MIXTURE IS COOL ENOUGH TO HANDLE QUICKLY SHAPE INTO 3 INCH BALLS, DIPPING 

HANDS IN COLD WATER TO PREVENT STICKING. MAKES ABOUT 20 BALLS.  

EAT THEM OR HANG THEM ON YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE! 

http://www.experiencescottsdale.com/event/las-noches-de-las-luminarias-2/
http://www.experiencescottsdale.com/event/zoolights/


 

 

 

               Each month we will highlight a Cornerstone Team Member 

Mike Konieczki - Associate Broker   Mike has been a Realtor with AZ Cor-

nerstone Realty since the beginning! He earned his Brokers license in 2012  

and continues to excel in Real Estate Sales and Property Management. Mike 

has successfully closed over 40 sales transactions representing both buyers 

and sellers. Mike is also an accomplished property manager and has rented 

over 220 properties to date.  

Mike is a BIG Michigan Wolverine Football fan because of his Michigan 

roots.  He also loves playing hockey.  We once went to a Coyotes hockey 

game with him and it seemed like he knew everybody in the stadium. His 

most recent accomplishment was turning 50 years old and becoming a mem-

ber of the Over The Hill Gang.   

Merry Christmas Mike & thanks for being part of our family! 

Buyer’s Corner                   Debt To Income Ratios  
When determining your ability to qualify for a mortgage, a lender looks at what is called 

your "debt-to-income" ratio. A debt-to-income ratio is the percentage of your gross monthly income (before 

taxes) that you spend on debt. This will include your monthly housing costs, including principal, interest, 

taxes, insurance, and homeowner’s association fees if any. It also includes your monthly consumer debt, 

like credit cards, student loans, and especially car payments.  

 

How a Car Payment Reduces Your Purchase Price  
Suppose you earn $5000 a month and you have a car payment of $400. At an interest rate of approximately 

5% on a thirty-year fixed rate loan, you would qualify for approximately $90,000 more than if you did not 

have the car payment.  

 

Even if you feel you can afford the car payment, mortgage companies approve your mortgage based on their 

guidelines, not yours. If  you have not already bought a car, remember, whenever the thought of buying a 

car enters your mind think ahead. Think about buying a home first. Buying a home is a much more impor-

tant purchase when considering your future financial well being and car lenders are not as strict as mortgage 

lenders. Buy the car after you purchase your home! Do not get discouraged, take the time to get pre-

approved by a lender. You might be surprised at what you can qualify for! 

 

2016 will be a GREAT time to Buy!  Start planning now and get a jump start!   

Don’t Forget to ask us about a 3% Grant for down payment money that you never have to repay!    

Thank You for Referring us to your Friends and Family! 



 

Need FAST Dependable Service?  
 

We Recommend these Quality Vendors! 

Family owned and operated. 

Phone: (623) 215-2703 
 
Fax: (623) 321-6120 
 
Website: www.azcshomes.com 

Home Sale/Purchase Advantage Program  

What we can do for You! 

      Up to $500.00 Cash Gift at closing to use however you want 

      Free Home Appraisal (Reimbursed at Closing) if you use our pre-
ferred lender 

      Great Mortgage Rates & Service with our Preferred Lenders 

      The Best Home Insurance with A+ rated Companies 

      50% Discount on Escrow Closing Fees 

      Discounted Home Inspection Service 

      Discounted Home Warranty 

      Free Termite Inspection 

      Free Home Searches sent to your Email  

      You can Search the Realtor MLS on our Website! 

BUYING OR SELLING? 

Don’t forget... 

If you’re searching for a  

home, check out our website  

where you can search the  

Realtor MLS real time! 
 

         

Appliance Repair   Elite Appliance Repair - (623) 866-3677. Always friendly and                                

    very reliable. 

AC/HVAC Service Clear Air AC - (602) 478-2974.   Air Conditioning & Heating. 

  

Cleaning Service Kingdom Cleaning - (602) 434-0852. Call Julie for fast and reli-
able housecleaning.  You can trust her and her crew to make your 
home spic & span. 

Garage Door Service A & R Garage Door - (602) 427-7808. Ron is very friendly and 
always gets the job done in a timely manner.  

Handyman Service Dave Moses - (602) 488-3812. Very good all around handyman. 
Specializes in tile flooring. 

Landscaping Lupe’s Landscaping - (602) 451-9593. Ask for Lupe. 

Plumbing Paradise Plumbing & Gas, LLC - (602) 565-0936. Licensed, 
bonded, and insured.   

Pool Service My Pool Man - (602) 326-0589. Dave Hazel is reliable and has 
great prices. He is the pool dude. 
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Gina Burns - Marketing 
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Qamar Zaman - Realtor/Investor 

Allison Nguyen - Realtor 

Mindy Brown - Realtor  
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Eric Lee - Realtor 
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JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE Season 


