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If you’re a Newbury Park homeowner, then you know how good we have it here.  With gor-

geous mountain views, cool ocean breezes, top level schools, and miles of open space, all 

within 20 minutes to the beach, short drives to Santa Barbara & Los Angeles, and just a few 

short hours to local snow skiing resorts, Newbury Park is truly a special place to live, play, and 

raise a family.   

However, if the time has come for you to move on, move up, or downsize, here are my top 5 

things that EVERY Newbury Park homeowner should consider doing BEFORE listing your 

home. 

1. FIND A GOOD AGENT – This may seem like a no brainer, but you’d be surprised how many 

people choose to think they can sell their home on their own and pocket the cash they would 

otherwise pay an agent? It can be tempting, especially in the Newbury Park market, but resist 

the urge.  

Let’s be honest, with over 203,000 licensed realtors in California, everyone knows at least 5 or 

more different realtors.  However, California association of realtors reports that most realtors 

don’t last more than 4 years in the industry, and the average realtor manages less than 3 

transactions a year.  Finding an agent that is committed to the job is one of the most im-

portant things you can do to help you sell your home for the most amount of money, in the 

shortest amount of time, with the least amount of difficulty.  A good agent has taken the time 

to find the best photographers, stagers, painters, handyman, etc., which can help to make the 

process of preparing your home for sale so much easier.  If you’re still thinking that you can 

sell your home on your own, take a look at this article from Realtor.com on why so many "For 

Sale by Owner" transaction end up failing in the end, and why it is almost always a disaster, 

leading you to sacrifice both money and time.  For advice on choosing the right Realtor, 
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check here. 

 

2. CURB APPEAL – The exterior of your home is one of the first things a buyer will notice. A for 

sale sign on your property will do no good if your home does not have excellent curb appeal. 

I’ve literally had clients drive away from a home that lacked proper curb appeal.  It’s a real 

thing for a buyer and should not be taken lightly.   

We’re fortunate here in Newbury Park to have some great weather, which allows us to have 

beautiful yards and gardens year-round. If your home needs to be painted, or if the plants and 

flowers aren’t looking their best, it will be the first thing a buyer notices, and could be a deter-

rent in them even considering stepping in the front door.  

Your exterior improvements should include trimming your lawn regularly, planting fresh flow-

ers and shrubs, and making sure that all the windows are clean and sparkling.  A potential sale 

is less likely if a buyer won't even get out of their car because the exterior of your home turns 

them off. So, open your front door and step outside. Look at your home through the eyes of a 

buyer. Does it make you want to enter? Does the house welcome you? If not, start at the curb 

and work your way towards the front door. Make it urge people to turn the handle and come 

inside. Place colorful plants and full shrubs where necessary, clean your windows and paint 

your front door, all in an attempt to make your home as appealing as possible. DO NOT under-

estimate the importance of a first impression.  After all, as you’ve heard a million times be-

fore, you don’t get a second chance… 

3. DECLUTTER - Decluttering and organizing your space will go a long way in appealing to po-

tential buyers. When a home is clutter-free, buyers can focus on the actual home instead of 

on the junk, knick knacks, and overflowing closets. Try to be a minimalist while your home is 

listed for sale. Rooms with excessive furniture appear smaller and less usable when there is 

too much furniture in the room.  Less is definitely more when it comes to your own personal 

possessions while trying to sell your home. For advice on how to purge your belongings be-

fore a move, check here. 

4. PAINT – Now is the time to re-paint your home. One of the least expensive, and often over-

looked things that homeowners can do when preparing their home for sale is painting.  Start 

by painting over those bright colored walls with neutral colors. Stick to whites, light grays, 

light beiges, and “greige” wall colors. These shades will make your home appear bigger, 

brighter and more welcoming. Adding a fresh coat of paint to your home will also help cover 

the wall’s imperfections and convey a blank slate to potential buyers.  Don’t forget the outside 
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as well.  Painting the front door, eves, and window trim all go towards helping your home to 

look it’s best.  Here’s a great article for mistakes to avoid when painting your home for sale.   

5. PRE-LISTING INSPECTION – This is super important!  Before trying to sell your home, hire a 

home CREA certified inspector. While buyers usually have the home inspected during the in-

spection period, I strongly recommend having an inspection prior to putting the home on the 

market.  This can help to avoid A LOT of headaches down the road. Having a pre-listing inspec-

tion will make you aware of any potential issues that may come up during the sale.  Don't ig-

nore the most obvious buyer turn-offs and the things a home inspector would ding you for 

(including the small things like a light not working). Cosmetic touch-ups like covering up small 

holes in walls or changing the hardware on kitchen cabinets are easy and inexpensive. Try to 

look at every room with a critical eye. Having a complete inspection of the property done pri-

or to listing in order to find and repair any issues with the home that could slow down the sale 

can save you a lot of headache’s down the road. Even if you do not hire a professional inspec-

tor, be sure to inspect your house with fresh eyes and try to see what other buyers are seeing. 

Something that could be considered a minor issue to you, like leaky faucets, or non-working 

outlets, could be considered red flags to potential buyers.  Do yourself a favor and have the 

home inspected prior to listing. You’ll be glad you did in the end.   

 

For most people your home is your largest investment, and I’m not talking just financial.  It’s 

probably one of the largest emotional investments you’ll own as well. The sweat, blood, and 

tears, that many put into their home over the years is nearly impossible to measure monetari-

ly.  So when it comes time to sell your home, be smart, considering the above 5 things BE-

FORE listing your home for sale to help maximize the appeal and value of your Newbury Park 

home.   

And remember WHO YOU WORK WITH MATTERS! 
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