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ENDLESS SUMMER… 

 

I can’t help but think of the Beach Boys when I write “Endless Summer.” And that iconic album from the 60’s 

of the same title, and its songs and all it represents. But, this piece has nothing to do with that.  That said, if you 

don’t know the Beach Boys or that particular album I hope you will google it or otherwise do yourself the favor 

of getting to know it, at least a little bit.  And that said, here’s what I mean by titling this piece “Endless  

Summer.” 
 

At Hillcrest this summer worship season we have been all about “Tending the New Creation.”  We have planted 

seeds, written prayer papers and then burned them—sending them up to God, prayed “body” prayers—using 

ourselves and our movements to act out our hopes and thanks to God, sung (and did the motions to) Kidz Camp 

songs, splashed ourselves with water around the baptismal font, and done lots of other things to express our rela-

tionship to God, each other, and the whole of creation.  And through it all we have meditated on and lived into 

the biblical notion of “new creation”:  “And if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.”   

I pray that our summer worship theme of “Tending the New Creation” will indeed be “endless”:   
 

I hope and expect that it will be endless as Hillcrest does what Hillcrest does—nurture the body, soul, 

mind, and spirit of all who are in our community and all around it, through our worship, education  

programs, interfaith and multifaith work, eldering ministries, care ministries, outreach programs, and 

___________ (fill in the blank with one or more of the Hillcrest activities and ministries I have not 

named above).   
 

I hope and expect that it will be endless as we challenge ourselves to meet the needs, and respond to the 

challenges, of our ever-changing world; a world that proves over and over again how much it is thirsting 

for the good news of God’s wholeness and love and justice. If Hillcrest is a well-kept secret, we need to 

blow the lid off that secret!  If Hillcrest needs to extend its reach, then we have to start stretching!    
 

There’s a lot of “new creation” waiting to happen and needing “tending.” And Hillcrest, we are poised to do  

just that! 
 

With the confidence that God is calling us to be, and to tend, God’s new creation, I look forward to an Endless 

Summer with you this coming program year.  Let’s get ready to catch the wave as God calls us into the future. 
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Fred                                       

 

     

 Hillcrest 
Congregational 

Church 
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I was pleased to learn the image of Andrew Jackson, on the $20 bill, will be replaced with a portrait of an  

abolitionist, Harriet Tubman. Many could name other equally deserving women, but my vote would have gone 

to Sacagawea, the Shoshone woman who joined the Corps of Discovery commissioned to find a route to the 

Pacific, and possibly locate the mythical Northwest Passage to the East.  

 

Sacagawea served a guide, interpreter and negotiator with hostile tribes.  Without her, Lewis and Clark could 

not have purchased horses or safely navigated their perilous trip through the Bitterroot Mountains, then on to 

the mouth of the Columbia River. 

 

What irony! Andrew Jackson was a slaveholder, and also the instigator of a bloody ethnic-cleansing of Native 

Americans along the Trail of Tears. Forty years later, gold miners in the Sierra foothills were often  

unspeakably cruel to Native Americans, like using them for target practice. How deserving that an African-

American woman finds a place on our $20 bill. How fitting were a Native American to find such a place as 

well.  

 

Until this year, I had never heard of American Indian Ministries Sunday. Nor did I know the United Church of 

Christ has an impressive history with Native Americans. I have the privilege of the pulpit that Sunday, and will 

lead a Holy Gossip session after worship sharing several Native American Proverbs you'll find informative and 

entertaining. The wisdom (and Humor!) of Native American Tribes is embedded in their proverbs. 

My sermon will repeat the eloquent language of Native American Chiefs. Sermon title, “Why Kill Us? We Fed 

You!” Please join me  in worship, and then following worship in the Fellowship Hall, September 25. 

 

Ray Welles 

August 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacagawea Gets My Vote 
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KIDZ CAMP SUNDAY—July 31st 
 

Thank You from “Kidz Camp” Camper 
 

  Dear Hillcrest Church, 

  I know the week’s not over yet but I just wanted to say how lucky I am to be brought  

  to this wonderful church! Thank you for this experience! 

     From,  

     Nayelli 

 

HILLCREST RECEIVES $5000 LESHER FOUNDATION GRANT! 

Hillcrest Church recently received the wonderful news that a grant submitted by Hugh Thomas and Bill 

Cunningham to the Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation was approved. The one year grant of $5,000 was 

awarded to the Outreach Ministry of Hillcrest and will provide needed funds to keep the Food Room 

stocked throughout the next year.  Did you know that last year Hillcrest spent approximately $11,000 to 

purchase food from the Contra Costa Solano County Food Bank to stock the Food Room?  This is money 

that is raised by Hillcrest members and partner churches.  Many thanks to Hugh and Bill for submitting a 

successful grant application and thank you, Hillcresters, for your ongoing support of the Food Room. 
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A FUTURE FOR THE CHURCH… 
 

At Hillcrest we are blessed by the many who involve themselves in the life of the church: its programs,  

projects, missions, ministries. They are the ones who keep us a vital congregation with eyes pointed toward the future. 

As Paul taught, we are “the body of Christ.” A body of believers- alive living out our mission. And like all living 

“organisms” our volunteers are the ones who give us the oxygen we need. We have been particularly blessed by hav-

ing “Grant Writers” as part of our body, and because of this, we have recently received a $5000 grant from the Lesher 

Foundation for our Outreach Programs. We give special thanks for the “oxygen” that they have given us through their 

work; we thank God for their skills and talents, and willingness to share.  As part of the Council’s concern with  

nurturing growth, I’ve been thinking of some of the challenges and opportunities that await as we live out our life 

growing into the future. We all realize the world is different than it was 65 years ago when Hillcrest was founded.   

We have always been confronted with the challenge of change; but the challenges ahead seem different from past 

ones. What lies ahead will call for a complete shift of perspective, and frankly the way we “do” church. [I realize the 

word “do” sounds inappropriate and probably is; what I’m trying to say is “the way we engage, relate, interact, wor-

ship, and so on” together.]  I’ve been thinking about this, so please let me share my ideas (and the liberally borrowed 

ideas of others); I’d love to hear yours.  
 

This past week I was talking with some young adults and realized that they have a different outlook, understanding of 

things, and approach to life than those of us from preceding generations. The first thing I noticed, and it’s pretty hard 

not to, is that this up-coming generation uses social media—it seems they have phones in-hand constantly reading 

emails, texting friends, browsing Facebook and the internet, looking at TED Talks or Podcasts. I asked if they planned 

on watching the Convention; many said they would watch it later on YouTube or an “Internet Feed.” In that moment I 

realized YouTube/Internet feed watching was far from my experience or style of doing things. When going to lunch 

they compared on-line “Yelp” reviews. What a generational difference! For them, they turn to peer evaluation before 

reading what the business says about itself. Even churches are being “Yelped!” 
 

How will we prepare our welcome for this “You Tube” generation, and what change will it bring? From now on we 

should expect that anyone who comes into our church will first have checked us out on-line.  They will have looked at 

our website and Facebook page to form an opinion. (To prepare for our welcome check out our website: 

www.hillcrestucc.org; and our Face Book page www.facebook.com -then search: Hillcrest UCC; while you’re at it 

“Like” us and give a “Comment;” If you don’t mind, give us a Yelp review too.) We should be aware that while we 

are telling them about our church they will no doubt be Googling us and checking out other options as well.  
 

Most of us from other generations grew up with a common day of “rest.” I’m hearing from those in this upcoming 

generation that they have “portable Jobs” that they take home with them-working as they will, when they can. We can 

see how this would make the Sabbath just another possible work day. Our high standard of living, too, has produced 

disposable wealth used in our “free time” -- for play, kids’ sports, vacations, and so on. As someone has observed: In 

the days when people didn’t have cars, we found them in church, now with cars aplenty they are taken away to other 

places. The church in this new age will be challenged to create an on-line, social media, “virtual” presence (we might 

say an “awesome presence”) that is accessible even when people are away from home, or too busy at home to come to 

church.  With this mobile YouTube generation, use of this new technology makes it possible to join the congregation 

in worship on-demand, at any time, not just one day at one hour a week.   
 

What will this mean for the “look” of the church? The church must be prepared to be both Small and Large at the 

same time. We will continue to nurture our local ministries, worship, outreach but likely with smaller gatherings on 

Sunday mornings. But with the reach of the new media it is possible for the church to encompass (include) more than 

those in the pews. Most importantly these “virtual congregants” will not be seen as silent, passive couch potatoes: sit-

ting and taking, and not giving. Those in the “Large Virtual Church” will through the media hear the Gospel and learn 

about the call to discipleship. They will become a potential that can be rallied at times of need. We will call upon these 

“Virtual Congregants” to step forward to join those in the pews making their physical presence known by joining  

particular missions and programs of the church that interests them. These will be the times the “small” church  

becomes “larger.” I see a great shift here in the way we look at ourselves: We will measure ourselves not by the  

number who attend, but by the number we send. 
 

Gerald Solt, Moderator 

http://www.hillcrestucc.org
http://www.facebook.com
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   WELCOME, DAVID KUECHLE 
    MINISTER IN TRAINING 

 
   

 

  

                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                          David Kuechle, Hillcrest’s Minister in Training 
 
 

Please welcome David Kuechle, Hillcrest's Minister in Training. Born in Los Angeles, he attended Grinnell 

College in Iowa, graduating in 2007. He worked as a teacher before accepting the call to ministry. Currently, 

he is a student at the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, and is pursuing ordination. He is excited for the 

opportunity to work at a church community like Hillcrest,  particularly with the Christian Education program, 

and looks forward to the coming year. 

     

DEACON’S FUND SPECIAL OFFERING 
 

With the approval of Church Council, I am appealing to Hillcrest members and friends for a special collection 

for one of our own.  Sohrab Hernlem, whose musical talent and accomplishments are well known to this 

church,  has been accepted into the world-renowned San Francisco Conservatory to complete his college 

training –he will enter as a Junior.  He has been awarded significant (but not full) scholarship monies, and has 

secured a coveted position as Librarian and Administrative Assistant for the San Francisco Symphony. All of 

this is good news (!) and will go a very long way to cover remaining costs such as fees, books, and supplies.  

Where Sohrab needs our support is with transportation costs.  The need is significant: nine months (Sept – 

May) of commuting on BART 5 to 6 days per week (for class, work, performances, and rehearsals) adds up to 

$2,700.  Hillcrest, let’s rise up to meet (or, at least move him far closer to meeting) those costs.  Please give 

through the offering plate, the church office, or online.  Please clearly identify your gift “for Sohrab.”  Thank 

you!   

Blessings,   

Rev. Fred  
 

 

FLOWER MINISTRY 
 

The Worship Committee worked hard by using various avenues to present “The New  Creation” including the 

small to large green arrangements on the chancel table. The plant progression was evident. Now it’s time the 

“plants” bloom. So please check the chart in Fellowship Hall and add your name to an empty spot to present 

an arrangement of flowers to the glory of God and the pleasure of all of us. 
 

Rachel Hakel, 

Flower Arrangement Coordinator 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 
 

The office is now closed at noon  

on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN EDUCATION! 
 

We have had a very fun Summer in upper campus! We had a 

wonderful and invigorating camp this Summer, that focused 

on ways we can "tend our creation" and care for the WHOLE 

world around us- animals, plants, people, and the environment. 

The children learned ways to center themselves to prepare for 

worship, study, and prayer. They participated in activities to 

raise awareness of and appreciation for the beautiful world 

that God has created for us. We want to continue this theme of 

care taking and wonder in our upcoming academic year in 

Sunday school. Part of that wonder will be the introduction of 

some new energy into our program this Fall. I am pleased to 

announce that we will be welcoming a Minister in Training, 

David Kuechle, from PSR this Fall! David will be joining the 

Christian Education team and has great ideas and energy on 

how to continue our faith journey in wonder and gratitude to 

God for all the blessings we have in our lives. He will be 

teaming up with myself and the rest of the Christian Education 

committee to help design thoughtful, provocative, and FUN 

curriculum for ALL of Hillcrest's children. We are very  

excited to have him come on board, and hope you will join us 

in warmly welcoming him to our faith community this Fall. 

Stay tuned for more information on Fall family movie nights, 

and our annual Fall Family Fiesta! 
 

Blessings, 

Mya Ewing 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

Sunday, October 9th 
 

Your animal companions are invited to join us for the Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, October 9th. This  

custom is held in remembrance of St. Francis of Assisis’s love for all creatures. Please have a cage or leash 

available. Tell your friends, invite a neighbor.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Hillcrest Congregation, 

Six years ago Maria and I began our  

journey with Hillcrest. Every experience 

has enriched us – Adult Education,  

worship services, dinners, pruning roses, 

Upper Room, giving to the Cothing and 

Food rooms, the Fourth of July parade, 

blessing of our earth and our animals, 

special events at Easter and Christmas. 
 

By no means has the least of joys been 

the personal warmth we have felt with 

members - hugs, greetings, kind and  

loving words. 
 

Maria’s death, caused and hastened by an 

exceptionally aggressive cancer, left me 

doubly unprepared. Outpouring by  

members of the congregation has done 

much to sustain me. For the phone calls, 

the food, and an abundance of  

condolence cards, I thank you and I know 

Maria does. 
  

Yours in Christian love, 

Bob Sartin 

24 July 2016  

 

MOVED 

Victoria Lucido has a new address 

and phone number: 

3318 Ptarmigan Dr. #1 

Walnut Creek, CA 94595 

Phone: 925-451-9909 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 David Asdourian 

 Wil Auzenne 

 Jim Barton 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Brooke Bettis 

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Richard Commins 

 Phyllis Conley 

 Rich Daugherty 

 John Duley 

 Rollin Forbes 

 Maggie Friend 

 Ann Gannon 

 Elizabeth Gellately 

 Dan Gobba 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Linda Hernandez 

 Robert Hess 

 Brian Husler 

 Debbie Johnston 

 Laurie Keating 

 Jessica Kelly 

 John Kelly 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Ron Morisawa 

 Jerri Murphy 

 Terri Myers  

 Lindsy Noeth 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Bill Pantaleo 

 Alice Peek 

 Gene Pierson 
 Lois Ransome 

 Helen Reeks 

 Jackie Rich 

 Arlene Riedel 

 Pat Rogers 

  Alix Sahlin 

 Kate Sheller 

 Lynne Silva 

 Dana Sparks 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Patrick Swanson 

 Liz Thomashefsky-Adams 

 Marjorie Tovey 

 Martha Vivrette 

 Richard Wagner 

 Ron Watkins 

 John Weaver 

 All military personnel & families     

 

We remember friends and  members  

in residential and continual care: 
 

 Linda Auzenne 

 Frank Como 

 Paula Fritz 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Mercia Stewart 

 Clinton Tubbs 
 

 
HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL 
 

 Ariana Cruz 

 Lowell Becker 

  

 

 

Thank You, Bob & Nancy Hodgson 
 

For the second year in a row, Bob 

and Nancy Hodgson have assembled 

and donated six backpacks to the  

Interfaith Housing Coalition’s 

“Backpack” drive.  Many children 

had smiles on their first day of 

school! 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Eldering Ministries:   Rev. Dr. Ray Welles 

Children & Youth Ministries:  Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:          Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  

9:30 Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School 

Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

October 9, 2016 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:   

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: September 2, 2016 
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Hillcrest Book Club 
 
 

The selection for September is a "A Memory of Violets" by Hazel Gay-
nor.  It is a historical novel about overcoming loss, finding strength and al-
lowing forgiveness along with the fascinating weaving of the plight of 
 the 19th to early 20th century flower and watercress sellers of London's 
Covent Gardens flower market. 
 
Our October book is "Necessary Lies" by Diane Chamberlain.  The novel is 
set in rural Grace County, North Carolina.  It is 1960, in a time of state-
mandated sterilization and racial tensions. There are two voices telling the 
story, a social worker and a 15 year old living on a tenant farm, both  
haunted by tragedy, It is about the will to survive against the odds while 
doing the right thing. 
 
If you enjoy reading, talking about the books you've read, perhaps the 
Book Club would be of interest to you. You will find us in Room 16, after 
church, on the second Sunday of the month. 
Reading the book beforehand is not a requirement to join us, get a cup of 
coffee or tea and come in and enjoy the fellowship. 
 
SEPTEMBER 11:    "A MEMORY OF VIOLETS" 
 
OCTOBER 9:             "NECESSARY LIES"  
  
 


