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I keep my light close… 
 

We are approaching Palm Sunday (April 9), Good Friday (April 14), and Easter Sunday (April 16).  We travel  

together as a faith community marking these holy days with worship. And we travel together with other faith  

communities—in Sprit, with all across our nation and world who celebrate these holy days; in person as I and others 

from Hillcrest worship with the sisters and brothers of Christ the King Roman Catholic parish at their afternoon  

service on Good Friday, at which I will be preaching; and in mission with all the sister churches of our denomination, 

the United Church of Christ; and all the churches and other faith communities and other institutions and individuals 

who join in our Outreach Ministry programs; and with all involved in the Interfaith Council and the Multifaith Action 

Coalition Against Poverty.  We travel together.   

 

Among the highlights this holy season at Hillcrest is our Good Friday service of Darkness and Light. At that service 

which includes wonderful music as well as scripture and dramatic readings, we hear from Salome, friend and  

follower of Jesus.  Salome is one of our ancestors.  She is a spiritual elder and sister to all of us who would follow the 

ways of Jesus. 

 

At the darkest point in the story, after Jesus has been condemned to the cross, Salome speaks: 
 

        I was there at the cross….So many followers fled as soon as the guards came…. 

        I couldn’t leave; no! I want stay with my sisters–my friends…. 

        And so I keep my light close and I keep it burning!   

 

Sisters and Brothers, so many in our nation and world live in, and move from, fear.  Salome is an ancestor who knew 

about fear AND about faithful living.  She kept her light close; that is, she let her faith in Jesus (whose teachings and 

actions defy death and the ways of death) guide her. 

 

Let us celebrate Jesus’s life with Salome this Good Friday.  And this Easter Sunday let us celebrate the living Christ 

with our sisters and brothers of the Korean Methodist Church and in Spirit with all sisters and brothers of every time 

and every place.  

 

Let us ever and always follow Christ’s light, and live our lives with the strength of Salome who resolves: 
 

        For now I know, with all my heart and with all my mind and with all my strength that 

        nothing can snuff out the light, and the hope, that is Jesus.   

 

Blessings,  

 

Rev. Fred  
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Let’s be honest, there’s no way to make “Spring Cleaning” sound like fun!  Can we tempt you with coffee and 

pastries? If food doesn’t quite do it for you, what about knowing that a morning spent with church friends  

undertaking some long overdue sprucing up of our church home is reward in and of itself? 
 

The Hillcrest Church Council would like to encourage you to give up just a few of your well-earned weekend 

hours in the pursuit of being good stewards of our church campus and grounds. Volunteers are needed for both 

inside and outside jobs. Sue LaPat will be taking sign-ups in Fellowship Hall after service over the next few 

Sundays or you may call the Hillcrest Church Office at 925-689-8260 to sign up.  

 

This is a perfect way for anyone who needs community service hours for high school to get some of those 

hours volunteered so pass the word. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date of June 24th for Hillcrest’s Steak Dinner 
 

Note your calendar on Saturday evening, June 24th, and plan to attend the 36th Annual Jim Smith Memori-

al Steak Dinner at Hillcrest. The time is 5:30 p.m. for punch with dinner is served at 6:00 p.m. The cost is 

$30 again this year with ages 5 – 12 still at $10. Norm’s much-loved grilled tri-tips top the menu (or, if you 

prefer, huge marinated mushrooms) along with all the usual goodies. The entertainment will be Hillcrest’s 

famous raffle plus the live auction. All profits from the dinner, raffle and auction will go to the special fund-

raising line in our annual church budget. Last year we raised almost $5,000 and everyone had lots of fun!   

Watch for more information next month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL CAMPUS CLEAN-UP DAY 

Saturday, April 29th @ 9 a.m. 
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We’ve had some important discussions here at Hillcrest over the last few weeks. One discussion was  

centered on how we as a faith community can continue our ministry of providing food and clothing to those 

in need, if our clients are afraid to come here for fear of deportation. Whatever your politics, I think we can 

all agree that it serves no one to have hungry and ill people living in our Community.  
 

That word “Community” brings to mind the other discussion: What name best describes the ministry and 

work of Hillcrest Church?  Does the name “Congregational,” which identifies our polity adequately identify 

our mission and ministry in the community? When people hear the name “Hillcrest Congregational United 

Church of Christ” what image does this bring up? Yes, we are part of the United Church of Christ—certainly 

that has meaning; we are of the Congregational tradition—which gives our history and heritage—an  

important marker to some; and we have a vital role in meeting the spiritual and material needs of the  

Community. But what “Name” would provide a succinct immediate message about our identity, especially to 

those seeking a church? That discussion will be important as we look ahead to our future. 
 

When I hear the word “community,” I also hear its derivative words: “Common” (as in Shared), and 

“Communion.” In this season of Lent as Jesus “sets his eyes toward Jerusalem,” we know he will soon break 

bread with his “Community” --with his disciples in a service of “communion.”  I, like some of you, are  

reading Luke as part of the Bible Study led by Rev. Fred. Since the New Testament, as we know it, did not 

exist for the 1st and 2nd Century church, the “word” they heard was from Hebrew Scriptures or from portions 

of the books that would later become the New Testament. They may have heard Paul’s letters as they were 

passed around among the churches. They no doubt heard the Gospels, or parts of them, developed at various 

times by writers with different ‘slants’ or theologies. As we enter the Season of Lent, and we journey with 

Jesus to Jerusalem, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we were hearing these Gospel stories for the first time?  If 

this could be true, we might be hearing for the first-time Jesus talk about a “Party” (or two), telling what it 

means to become part of the “Kingdom of God,” and teaching good “Table Manners.” 
 

He would tell of a woman who lost a coin and went berserk tearing her house upside down until she found it. 

Then gave a blow-out party to celebrate. The story would sound a little odd: The woman throws a party that 

must have cost more than the value of the coin. It’s ridiculously out of proportion! Jesus tells of another party 

given by a father for his ne’er-do-well son who out of desperation decides to come back home. Although a 

little whiny, the older brother might have a point: How can you give a party for this thankless person?  

Think of hearing for the first-time Jesus proclaim “The Kingdom of God is near!” Theologian Bo Sanders, 

echoing feminist colleagues, says better to think that Jesus is talking of a “Kin-dom” not a “Kingdom.” He 

talks of one where everyone is connected, not by might or coercion, but by love.  Jesus is telling us to expect 

a “Community,” like an extended family in which differences of status, economics, gender, sexual orienta-

tion, race, or point of origin are of no importance. As for good “Table Manners” we learn that at God’s Table 

there is a place for everyone, and most importantly the place of honor is reserved for Kin we hadn’t thought 

to invite. In this “Kin-dom” we shouldn’t be surprise to see whose sitting on our left and whose sitting on our 

right. As the Prodigal Father says: “He is your brother.” There is great joy when those who were lost to each 

other come together as extended family. At Jesus’ Table, they mend their differences, heal their hurts and 

receive salvation for their souls. Almost for the first time, we hear Jesus’ call to seek the “Kin-dom” where 

His presence brings healing, salvation and Community.  This past month we’ve discussed some important 

things, and will continue to so. 

Jerry Solt, Moderator 

 

Moderator’s Report      

Seek first the Kin-dom of God 
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HOLY WEEK AT HILLCREST 

 
 Palm Sunday—April 9, 10:30 a.m. including special music, Palm Sunday  

                                procession, and a skit by the children 

 

 Good Friday—April 14, 6:00 p.m. Family Eucharist in the Parlor, including light     

             supper and a "Journey to Jerusalem"  
 

                   7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service of Darkness and Light including  

                                special music and dramatic readings 

 

 Easter Sunday April 16, 10:30 a.m. Festival Service with the Korean Methodist  

             Church including special music and a special Easter reception to  

    follow, sponsored by the Korean Church.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ORGAN CONCERT WITH LUKE MAYERNIK 
Mark Your Calendars Now! 

Sunday May 7 at 4 p.m.  at Hillcrest.   

  
Our own Luke Mayernik will be performing a wonderful selection of pieces from the classical era to 

our own time, including compositions of his own, on our restored organ.  Jack Bethards of  

Schoenstein & Co. Organ Builders, who restored Hillcrest's organ, will be on hand to discuss special 

characteristics of the organ. A reception will follow. 
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WELCOME, FOX TERRY! 

 

Dear Hillcrest Family, 
 

We are so touched by the outpouring of love, support, and prayers we have received as we prepared for the 

arrival of baby Fox. We wanted to thank you so much for all of your love and planning and generosity as you 

showered us with gifts and well wishes (and love) last month. We are so incredibly thankful for all the  

wonderful gifts, notes, cards, prayers, and donations to our family. We are so blessed to belong to such a  

wonderful church family and community.  
 

We lovingly introduce you to the newest member of our (and Hillcrest's) family- Fox Marsena Wallace Terry- 

born March 14th at 9:07am weighing 8lbs 3oz and 21 inches long. We have been abundantly blessed with a 

healthy and sweet little man who has stolen our hearts.  
 

Blessings to you all and we look forward to Fox meeting and getting to know all of you.  
 

Love, 

Ryan, Mya, Nina, and Fox 

 

EARTH SUNDAY 
April 23rd 

 

Join us for a special worship service celebrating  
Earth Sunday.    

 
Christian Ed children will be making Milkweed seed pod  
sticks that will be ready for placing in gardens to attract  
monarch butterflies to your landscape. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL SHOWERS  

for LAYETTES 
 

The Layette Program has been blessed these 

past several months with the many donations 

we’ve received from our partner churches and 

organizations and through the donations of 

gently used clothing from church and com- 

munity members. It is only now that we find our shelves are 

beginning to run low on certain items.   
 

If you are out doing a bit of spring or Easter shopping and 

would like to pick up a baby item, we are in particular need of 

the following items: 

 Girls dresses size 0—12 months 

 Girls 6-9 months and 9—12 months 2 piece outfits with 

short sleeves; 2 piece outfits with long sleeves; Sleep N’ 

Plays. and 1 piece long-sleeved and short-sleeved outfits.  
 Boys and girls nightgowns 
 

The Layette program provides new and gently used clothing 

and essentials for babies 0 –12 months to new mothers in need 

through the Contra Costa County Public Health Nurses.   

 

 

EXPLORING NEW OPTIONS IN  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 

Have more space than you really need?  Want to reduce your 
housing costs? Learn how the new Junior Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (JADU) legislation and code changes make sharing your 
home more feasible.  
 

On Wednesday, May 17, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mt. Diablo  
Unitarian Universalist Church will host a seminar with a cast 
of experts on code issues, redesigning space and financing  

alterations.   
 

There will also be speakers discussing making home-sharing 
safe and the pluses and minuses of sharing.  The church is 

located at:  55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek.  
 

For more information:contact Mary Fenelon at 202.257.5223 
or maryefenelon@gmail.com.  
 

This is an East Bay Housing Organizations Affordable Hous-
ing Week presentation sponsored by the Multifaith ACTION 
Coalition and co-sponsored by the MDUUC Social Justice 
Council and the League of Women Voters Diablo Valley. 

the following items: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our sympathy goes to the family of  

Helen Reeks who died on March 16, 

2017. A memorial service will be held at 

Hillcrest Church on Saturday, April 15, 

2017 at 11 a.m.  

 

 

JOYS 
 

Barbara Cotton is thrilled to announce 

the birth of her first great grandson, 

Diego Antonio Navarro Blake, born 

in Sebastopol, CA on March 15, 

weighing 7 lbs. 1 oz. Congratulations, 

Barbara and family! 
 

 

 
MOVED 

 

Betty Soreide recently moved to  

Kensington Place. Her new mailing 

address is: 1580 Geary Rd., #143, 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597. Her tele-

phone number remains the same:  

925-256-6699. Betty would love to 

hear from Hillcresters! 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

Louise Becker 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Norm Inkster 

 Fran Johnke 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Liam Mayernik 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dana Sparks 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Martha Vivrette  

 
 

 

 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 
 

Shirley Ronzone to Manor Care 
 

Betty Soreide to Kensington 

Place 

 
 

 

 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

 Mercia Stewart 

**Please help us keep these 

lists updated. If you do not 

see a name you expected to 

see, let us know. And, if you 

know of name(s) that can be 

removed, please contact us 

at the Church office.  
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Luke Mayernik 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  

9:30 Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School 

Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

April 9, 2017 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: March 31, 2017 
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Hillcrest Book Club 
 

"THE EGG AND I" 
 

SUNDAY APRIL 9, 2017 
 

 

 

 

This month we are reading the classic from many years ago "The 

Egg and I" by Betty MacDonald.  This autobiographical story is 

about the good, the bad and the ugly of married  life on a chicken 

farm in the 1920's on the Olympic Peninsula in Washington. This is 

a heartwarming and humorous  account of adventure and survival on 

an American frontier.  
 

 

We meet on the SECOND of the month in Room 16, after the church 

service.  Reading the book beforehand is not a requirement to join 

us.  Come with your coffee or tea and listen to the discussion.  
 

 

If you love to read and enjoy talking about books you've read, 

perhaps the Hillcrest Book Club would be of interest to you  We 

meet in Room 16 following worship service. 

 
 
 


