
 Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS    January 2017 1 

 

 

January 2017  

HILLCREST  

~ News ~ 
     A Gathering Place for Faith and Action in the Community 

      www.hillcrestucc.org 

 

 Hillcrest 
Congregational 

Church 
            Note—this is a reprint of a past New Year’s message. Why?  Because I believe it is so fitting for the turn of 

this year. Know that you are loved and that Hillcrest is here for you to support you and move forward with you as 

together we experience and share God’s love.   

Blessings, Rev. Fred            

            

The Season for the Reason 

No, that’s not a misprint.  We all, most of us anyway, know the saying about “the reason for the season.”  And there 

is wisdom in that saying.  In the crush and stress of preparing for Christmas and—let’s face it—the blatant and 

thoughtless consumerism that pervades our whole economic system and certainly the Christmas shopping season, re-

minding ourselves of the “reason for the season” can be important.  Even powerful. 

But that’s not what I want to talk about now. What I want to offer now is the Season for the Reason. And that’s  

powerful! 
 

We all know, at least I hope and pray we do, who and what “the reason” is:  Jesus, of course.  Jesus is the very em-

bodiment of God’s love for us.  And what Jesus embodies is the creative impulse and aspect of God that calls us to 

life, that calls us to  

Love who we are (By the way, how is that for anti-consumerist? If we really learned to love who we are and 

who God made us to be, how many shamelessly shallow and narcissistic and even harmful products would 

find no buyers?)  

Love others and the whole of God’s creation.   
 

And here’s the thing—it’s what comes after Christmas that is the Season for the Reason.  The season of Epiphany is 

all about the rest of our lives.  It offers us, and invites us into, the spreading of God’s light; the spreading of the light 

of Christ into your life.  Epiphany is the time to ask:  Where and how do I not love myself or do not feel fulfilled the 

way that God made me to be? And then ask, What does the light of Christ have to say about that?  Epiphany is God’s 

invitation to us to live in, and live out, the light of Christ.    
 

That’s why I say that Epiphany is the Season for the Reason.  It is the season to really explore and experience God’s 

love for yourself and the world.  So, celebrate the Season for the Reason.  More so, live into the Season for the  

Reason. 
 

God Bless you this Epiphany season! 
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 That's what the automated voice said, when I phoned my old buddy Bob from Seminary days. He’s on 

 my Late-Life Bucket List. We hope to visit him soon, in Oregon. 

 

 Imagine my chagrin, when I heard, "Sorry, this number has been disconnected, and is no longer in  

 service. Please check your number, or try again."  

 

 At my stage in life, one may not know when a best friend, or a beloved, is suddenly "out of service." 

 Family and next of kin learn automatically when a life ends. But, best friends, cherished adventurers, 

 former colleagues, may never know it's too late to say hello, goodbye, or, “Been good to know you!” 

 For months, we’ve planned a trip to Oregon to say, “Hello” …… or, “Goodbye.”  

 

 For the last 10 years, two groups of professional men have gathered at Hillcrest every 6 to 8 weeks: 

 The God Squad, and the Repotters.  Eldering Ministries helped each thrive. 

 

 I typically ask each, “What has to happen for you to be able to say, as Jesus did, It is finished. Are you 

 done yet?” The absence of a Christmas card may be the only way I learn someone is, “Disconnected, 

 no longer in service." 

 

 Wherever Bob now resides, (and you, too, Peggy!) I’ll keep trying to connect. I'm making a list,  

 checking it twice, of close friends, previous clients, former church members from long ago and far 

 away, who may never know that even though my number changes, I'm not “out of service.”  

 

 Ray’s Well 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
“Disconnected… No Longer In Service” 
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My Wish List 
 

Advent, and all the days culminating in Christmas, celebrate the anticipation of the coming Lord of Light. 

We are told that “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” Today, in a climate of open 

enmity, we crave this Light all-the-more. The Good News during this season is that Hillcrest, along with 

other faith communities, proclaims the message that something wonderful is coming. From the pulpit we 

have heard this is not a “Sweet Baby Jesus” sentimental notion, but a coming event with true transforming 

impact beyond imagining. In our worship, the story of the transformation of Scrooge in “A Christmas  

Carol,” has been the backdrop against which to imagine what radical (Christ-Coming) change would mean 

in our lives.  
 

Advent is rightly said to be a time of waiting and preparation; it is also a time to recognize what gives us 

Hope that change and Light are coming.  I see that Hope in the work and witness of the our Church Coun-

cil, Board of Trustees, Standing Committees, Staff and People of Hillcrest. I see it in the work of our Vol-

unteers: the persons who make our celebration of Word and Sacrament more complete through the projec-

tion of slides and work on the sound board. The voices of the choir and music of the organ that brings up-

lift to our souls. The hospitality shown recently to our Korean brothers and sisters at Thanksgiving, and the 

many volunteers who made it a wonderful day. It is Hillcrest’s generosity in general and the way we sup-

port our community outreach of food, clothing and layettes with time, treasure and talent. Also it is the 

freezer full of turkeys distributed to families in need at thanksgiving that give a testimony to the spark of 

Hope and Light coming from our people. There is the old saying: “Don’t curse the darkness, when you can 

light a candle.” 
 

As we celebrate the Hope of Coming Light, this is a good time for the Church Council to look back, as 

well as ahead. I can hardly wait for what is ahead of us. The year 2017 is the 500th Anniversary of the 

Reformation. I find that a bit ironic. We will celebrate the founding of the Protestant church in the same 

year that we will no doubt bemoan its decline. Hillcrest and all other mainline churches are faced with the 

same decline. So I have no doubt that next year we will focus on the State of the Church: Will the church 

be able to turn its decline around and Grow? At Hillcrest “What does the talk of Growth mean to us?” 

When I think of “Growth,” I think of the tree metaphor as it might apply to the church. We plant a tree  

expecting the growth of many branches—slowly adding to their number. We also see that this growth  

increases the reach and dimensions of the tree so that more can seek refuge under its shade. A tree grows 

down as well. If the roots are not deep and well-nourished the tree topples. A few months ago, Council  

began its study of “Growth” by reading the book (and its companion) I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church. 

Some on the Council had these take-aways from the book: Build relationships with the community—other 

churches that share our mission—and internally work among ourselves. Focus on our chosen mission, and 

not growth alone. Develop work groups, and promote the growth of volunteers. Be yourself, build on your 

strengths—we have many unique programs. Be entrepreneurial. Do some experimenting—maybe experi-

mental service on the fifth Sunday. Be a church of “radical welcome.” Maybe call in a consultant. The 

Council hoped that these ideas (maybe even the books) would be introduced at some point to the entire 

congregation—possibly to engage them in a joint study. In the year ahead perhaps relevant Committees 

and interested members might make such a “growing” experience possible.   
 

At Hillcrest we are blessed with resources and a staff of Ministers who help us “dig down” to our “roots.” I 

think that Rev. Fred’s recently published Lenten Study Guide on the Gospel of Luke would be a wonderful 

opportunity to learn from a New Testament scholar, author, and our own Pastor. Perhaps 2017 will be a 

year of study and reflection, as well as Christian action. These are some things on my wish list. What’s on 

your wish list? Let me know. 
 

Jerry Solt 

Moderator 
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CHRISTMAS EVE AT HILLCREST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Ray Welles congratulates Rachel 

Hakel on her 105th birthday, celebrated on 

December 24th. Happy Birthday, Rachel! 

 

 

 

The Hillcrest Choir and children from Christian 

Education perform at the Christmas Eve Festival 

Service.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

PIZZA & MOVIE NIGHT 

Friday, January 27, 2017 at 6 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

(More information to come!) 

**************************************************************************************** 
WINTER NIGHTS 2017 

 

 St Paul's Episcopal Church  

Walnut  Creek January 9, 2017 -January 15,2017. 
  

It is time for us to co-host Winter Nights. We will have sign ups for help with the meals, serving, and clean-

up. There will also be a need for interacting with the clients. This is great fun, and very rewarding. A big 

need is for a person to spend the night and clean up from breakfast. That would be 9PM- 7:30 AM. 

  

We will need a family or individuals to plan or be part of scheduled activities Saturday January 14, 2017 and 

Sunday January 15, 2017. This is a great time to hang loose with the clients and be creative. 

  

If you have not found an activity tha yout would like to do, I have a wish list of things Winter Night's needs. 

Gift card, Gas cards, tape, twin sheets, sleeping bags, etc. A donation would help with supplies for the lunch-

es or breakfasts. There is always a need for everyones help.   

  

Since this is creeping up on us because of the holidays, please call me with how you would like to help.  

  

 Thanks Everyone         Angie Beal 925-457-5807 
  

  

  

  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

tel:(925)%20457-5807
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Contra Costa Housing Security Fund 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Hillcrest, 
 

If you could take one concrete, simple step to end home 

lessness in our community, would you do it? 
 

You are invited to take that step now. 
 

Donate to the new Contra Costa Housing Security Fund,  

to help veterans, families and other individuals in our  

community to get through their final barrier to safe,  

affordable housing. 
 

You can join with the Multi-Faith ACTION Coalition and sup-

port the Contra Costa Zero:2016 Campaign to End Homeless-

ness in Contra Costa to help men, women and children get off 

the streets and into safe housing.  Your help is wanted and  

needed. 
 

We hope you are willing to help raise funds for families who are 

just a credit check, application fee or security deposit away from 

getting housing. For some, the lack of just a small amount of 

money something as simple as a utility deposit prevents them 

from getting housing. Do you want to help these brothers and 

sisters close this gap? With just a $10 donation, you can help a 

woman and her child or an elder to end their homelessness and 

get into housing. 
 

For the first time in our history, Contra Costa County has 

created a Housing Security Fund to pool and distribute donations 

to help community members who need our help to move into 

safe, permanent housing. This is a huge accomplishment! In or-

der to truly make this accomplishment meaningful, there is a 

need to raise $50,000 by the end of this calendar year.  This is an 

incredible chance to help so many of our neighbors who are 

close to getting off the street and re-building their lives.  
 

To learn more and to make a donation online, click on this 

link http://tinyurl.com/HousingSecurityFund .  
 

Through your generous support, you and your fellow Hill-

crest members and friends can make an immediate and tan-

gible difference for people like James, right here in our  

community. 
 

This message originated with the Multifaith ACTION coalition 

against poverty.  Hillcrest is represented in the coalition by Rev. 

Fred Weidmann, who is serves on its steering committee, Jerry 

Solt, who is a member of the Health Services on the Task Force, 

Bill Cunningham, who is Food Availability Task Force, and 

Dick Beal, who is on the Shelter and Housing Task Force. 

 

 

http://tinyurl.com/HousingSecurityFund
https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Revs. 

Fred and Kerstin Weidmann and family 

on the death of Rev. Fred’s mother, 

Kathryn Weidmann, on December 18, 

2016. A service and burial were held in 

New York City. 

 

Our condolences go to Janellen Brock, 

former Hillcrest member, on the death of 

Harold.Brock.  He passed away on  

December 24, 2016, one day after their 

66th wedding anniversary. Cards can be 

sent to 1476 Cortez Court, Walnut Creek 

94596.  

 
 

 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Norm Inkster 

 Fran Johnke 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dana Sparks 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Martha Vivrette  

 
 

 

 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 
 

Norm Inkster (Manor Care in 

Walnut Creek) 

 

Fran Johnke (Windsor Manor in 

Concord) 

 

 

 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Linda Auzenne 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Helen Reeks 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Mercia Stewart 

**Please help us keep these 

lists updated. If you do not 

see a name you expected to 

see, let us know. And, if you 

know of name(s) that can be 

removed, please contact us 

at the Church office.  

 

FREE DINING SET  

AVAILABLE 
 

Wooden table, leaf and four 

matching chairs. Please contact: 

Katy Colbath, (925) 938-0205 

(text or call). 

 
 



8   Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS     January 2017  

 

 

Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Eldering Ministries:       Rev. Dr. Ray Welles 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Luke Mayernik 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  

9:30 Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School 

Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

January 8, 2017 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: December 30, 2016 
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Hillcrest Book Club 
 

January Selection: My Notorious Life by Kate Manning 
 
 

The selection for this month "My Notorious Life" by Kate Manning. 

is a historical feminist work of fiction, based partly on the life and 

death of Ann Trow Lohman.  She  practiced midwifery in New York 

in the early 1800's.  It is a story of courage, devotion, family and  

humanity at work. 
 

If you love to read or enjoy talking about the books you've read,  

perhaps the Hillcrest Book Club would be of interest to you. This 

month we will meet on the  THIRD Sunday, January 15, 2017, in 

Room 16 after the church service.  Reading the book beforehand is 

not a requirement to join us,  Come with your coffee or tea  and lis-

ten to the discussion of this very interesting novel.  

 

 

 

 
  
 


