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Congregational 

Church 
SPRING AHEAD 

 

God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full to receive them. 

     --St. Augustine 

 

Many of us are already talking about the coming Spring and in the church office we’ve already noted the date when 

our clocks “spring ahead” for daylight savings time (Saturday night March 11, by the way, is when we set our clocks 

ahead).  But I’m not wanting to talk about clocks (though I hope you do re-set yours on the 11th) or all the coming 

beauty of Spring (though I hope you actively enjoy it!). What I want to talk about is the season of Lent, which runs 

from Ash Wednesday (March 1) thru Holy Week and culminates on Easter Sunday (April 16). 

 

Firstly, let’s keep it simple:  Lent means “Spring.”  So, the things we associate with Spring—growth, light, fresh 

air—are all relevant to the season of Lent.   

 

Secondly, take a look at that quote from St. Augustine. Now look at it again. Traditionally Lent is associated with 

giving up something. What Augustine’s quote reminds us of, is what that giving up is really all about.  We fill our-

selves up with anxieties and busy-ness and all the things we “need” to do and in the process we so very often lose 

sight of ourselves and of God.   

 

Lent calls us back. It calls us back to who we are and to our relationship with God.  As anyone who has ever prac-

ticed meditation knows, and as anyone who has ever taken the time to stop—really stop (!)—and wait and listen for 

God can attest, God Is. Always. Ready. To give. 

 

“The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season.” So Psalm 145, verse 15.  Oh 

how I pray that that were so; that all of us would make the time to “wait upon” God and quiet ourselves and “look 

expectantly” to God.  As the very next line of Psalm 145 says of our God, “You open Your hand and satisfy the  

desire of every living thing.”  That’s the God of St. Augustine, that’s the God of the Psalms, that’s the God of Jesus 

and that’s our God.   

 

I pray that you make the time this Lent and always to seek out our God and to feel the growth, light, and fresh air that 

that effort will bring. Spring ahead with St. Augustine and Psalm 145 and with your new and renewed relationship to 

God.  

 

God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands are too full to receive them. 

     --St. Augustine 

 

Blessings, 

 

Rev. Fred  
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                       Wow! What a send-off! 
 

  Now, I understand what kids mean when they say, "I was blown Away". I’m still 3   

  feet off the ground, and grateful it was not just about Ray, it was  about Ray and  

  Jackie. Many thanks to all who engineered our special Sunday, especially Angie  

  Beal and Rev. Fred.  

 

That the sanctuary was almost full, and extra chairs and tables needed, warms our hearts! Our choir is  

marvelous, but has a ways to go before matching Sue Beatle, Ryan Terry and Barbara Stallings, who do better 

at creating memories than remembering them! The children’s valentines were priceless!  

 

The most common question was: What now for Rev. Ray? Some hints: 

 First, I hope to find the top of my desk!  

 I look forward to 3 weddings, 2 Memorials & One Baptism. 

 I need to visit my Brother and two Seminary buddies named, Bob. 

 I’m eager to do some writing, an Editor/Publisher already onboard!: 

  Familiar Strangers needs updating plus new Soliloquies for  

    John the Baptist and Doubting Thomas. 

  Wisdom’s Playmates: All About Proverbs 

  “Sightings from an Ecclesiastical Skateboard” 

  My family is asking me to recycle a few old sermons, so I will:  

   Postscript to an Obituary (Ministering to Dying Churches) 

   How to Survive Being Saved 

   Between No-Longer and Not-Yet 

   A Rock and Concrete Sermon (Encounters with FLW) 

 

Our morning ritual is bringing tea to one another during the morning news. As I watch traffic back up at the 

Bay Bridge Toll Gates, I praise God I've never had a long commute. Also, in Ministry, no two days were ever 

alike, no way to be bored! A Rev. may not get rich, but my “work” makes me wealthy! Also, I hear, in hostage 

situations, clergy are sometimes among the first released! 

 

This is, “So Long!” Not “Good bye!” Harvesting goes on the road, but will not  sleep. Look for us in the pew, 

and occasionally, in the pulpit. 

Ray  Feb 19, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Dick Merrill 
 
 

Photos from “Thanks for the Love Day,” February 12, 2017.  Left: Rev. Ray Welles addresses the group with family and friends 

seated at his table; Center: Ryan Terry, Sue Beadle and Barbara Stallings sing a special rendition of “Thanks for the Memories” 

penned by Barbara with music played and recorded by Luke Mayernik; Right: Rev. Ray and Angie Beal with a bag full of  

Valentine’s Day cards and wishes for Rev. Ray and Jackie. 
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--FROM THE HILLCREST CHURCH COUNCIL-- 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

Hillcrest is a vital church with a wonderful history and bright future.  We have served this community 

since before there was a city of Pleasant Hill and we have served in many different and changing ways. Yet 

we don’t even know —at least according our own history book—why the name “Hillcrest.” It has some-

thing to do with a church picnic, a sleeping baby, and a car ride (HILLCREST JUBILEE HISTORY: A Book 

of History and Remembrance, 2001, p. 7). 

 

We live and serve in changing times and our Church Council has begun a discussion about how our name 

might serve us and our mission better.  Thus far we’ve all agreed that we are  “Hillcrest.” It’s the middle 

part of our name that is our focus. 

 

When Hillcrest was founded our middle name, Congregational, identified our denomination and indicated 

a way of acting and being together that was different than most other churches. Although like most other 

churches then we were part of a national denomination, we were not under the thumb of a bishop or super-

intendent. Now, “Congregational” no longer identifies our denomination, the United Church of Christ 

(UCC).  And though “Congregationalists” still looked for Congregational churches following the formation 

of the UCC in 1957, that tendency has faded significantly.  Furthermore, with the huge rise of independent 

churches in Pleasant Hill and nationally over the past decades, the “congregational” way in which we run 

ourselves no longer sets us apart as it once did; many churches are organized locally and make decisions 

locally. 

 

What does set us apart? Well, our denominational tie continues to be vitally important. When folks are 

searching for a church in our denomination, they look for “UCC” or “United Church of Christ.”  Indeed, 

some of our recent newcomers are quite familiar with the UCC and are looking for a UCC church either 

because of their own identity with the UCC or because of the UCC “brand” as an open and affirming,  

welcoming, progressive denomination. 

 

And that said, the denominational tie is not so important for most churchgoers now as it was in earlier  

generations.  The fact is, most of our own new comers tell us that they are in search of “authentic” faith 

experiences and not a particular denomination. Statisticians and pollsters have been telling us that for dec-

ades.  We all agree that Hillcrest is authentic!  The challenge is, how do we name that? 

 

In Council discussion, “Community” has been discussed favorably.  “We are a community church, always 

have been,” many say.  Others add, “and we want to be a community church.”  Interestingly, our  

HILLCREST JUBILEE HISTORY records that our first name was “Pleasant Hill Community Church”  

(p. 7).  Turns out, being a “Community” church is in our DNA, even as the how to be an effective church 

continues to change with the times. 

 

Together, as an active faith-community, we would like Hillcrest to discuss “What’s in a name?” And, how 

do we name and describe who we are to best serve our community in and for these times?  Join the  

discussion—Sunday March 26, 2017 following worship. 
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Lenten activities 

for families at 

Hillcrest 

 

 Wednesday March 1st:  Lent begins! Join us for services at 12 noon or 7 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. 
 

 

 Sunday March 5th: First Sunday in Lent. Join us for a meaningful worship series 

this Lent where our children will be involved each Sunday in the worship service,  

      including a skit on Palm Sunday and singing in the Easter service. Rehearsals for  

      Lenten worship activities will be happening each Sunday in Lent during Sunday  

      school. 
 

 

 Rehearsals for children’s choir begin the first Sunday in Lent (March 5) and 

will continue throughout Lent in preparation of our Easter performance. 

Join us in the Sanctuary following the worship service. 
 

 

 Sunday March 12th: Family-bowling outing! Join us for family fun at Monument 

Bowl @2 p.m. 
 

 

 Sunday April 9th: Palm Sunday. Our Kids will be involved in the Palm Sunday 

service and will perform their skit. 
 

 

 Sunday April 16th: Easter Sunday. Please join us for a beautiful Easter service 

where our kids will perform their song! Family Easter egg hunt in Upper campus    

      following the children’s moment. 
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OUTREACH TOTALS FOR 2016 
 

Thanks to the ongoing support of the congregation and our community partners, we were able to provide 

food, clothing and layettes to the following number of clients in 2016: 

   Food Room:  

    806 Families 

    2,503 Individuals 
 

   Clothing Room: 

    2,438 Clients 
 

   Layettes: 

    219 Layettes to new mothers in need 

 

 

 

 

                                 BARBER ALS RESEARCH AWARDS 

In February 2016 we celebrated Jim Barber’s life and legacy with a memorial service here at Hillcrest.  

This year, the Barber ALS Research Award has been presented its first recipients: three young research 

 scientists, all of whom are dedicated to doing their work in a way that meets Jim and Cheryl’s vision 

for collaboration and sharing. Thanks to Cheryl Barber and all involved.  

 

If you would like to donate, please send to The ALS Association Golden West Chapter (Barber ALS  

Research Award), P.O. Box 565, Agoura Hills, CA 91376. 

 

CHANCEL FLOWER SIGN-UPS 
 

On the western wall in Fellowship Hall is a chart for Sunday Floral arrangement sign-ups. There are 

many blank spaces and hopefully there is a Sunday you would like to offer a presentation—fill in the 

space with your name. 

 

The spring flowers are coming into their glory; if you have some, present them.   

 

Should you need help or wish more information, do call Rachel Hakel at 935-5755. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

THANK YOU, WINTER NIGHTS 

VOLUNTEERS! 

Winter Nights was such a success in 

every way.  The preparation was 

made so very simple by everyone 

who did the generous shopping for 

the whole week. Prepared meals  

really made the clients come back for 

seconds. Many thanks to those who 

spent the night responsibly, unlike 

me, who slept from 8:30 p.m. to 8:30 

a.m. 

  

The highlight for the clients was  

having  our youth group come and 

share a great afternoon of games, 

popcorn, movie, and dinner.  Hot 

Dogs were the perfect dinner. A great 

time was had by all. A big thank you 

to all!                  
 

THANK YOU FROM  

FIRST CHURCH BERKELEY 
 

 

The following “thank you” note was received from First 

Church Berkeley on the receipt of sheet music from Hillcrest  

Church after the fire that destroyed part of their church. 

 

Dear Fred, 
 

We at First Church Berkeley are so grateful for Hillcrest’s 

generous donation of sheet music! It will serve as a beautiful 

seed to rebuild our collection.  
 

Thank You! 

Louise & the staff at First Church 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to Hugh, 

Kelly and Eric Thomas on the loss of 

Hugh’s father who passed away in  

England. 
 

 

Our condolences go to the Auzenne  

family upon the death of Linda Auzenne 

who passed away on Saturday, February 

18, 2017. A memorial will be held at 

Hillcrest Church on Saturday, April 1st at 

11 a.m.   

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

New American Flag 
 

Thank you to Rico Duran and 

Avanelle Abbott for the new  

American flag now flying from our 

exterior flagpole.   
 
 

 
 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Norm Inkster 

 Fran Johnke 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Liam Mayernik 

 Dick Merrill 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dana Sparks 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Martha Vivrette  

 
 

 

 

HOME FROM THE  

HOSPITAL 
 

Gloria Malcolm 

 
 

 

 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Helen Reeks 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Mercia Stewart 

**Please help us keep these 

lists updated. If you do not 

see a name you expected to 

see, let us know. And, if you 

know of name(s) that can be 

removed, please contact us 

at the Church office.  
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Luke Mayernik 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  

9:30 Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School 

Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

March 12, 2017 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: March 1, 2017 
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Hillcrest Book Club 
 

"THE ART OF HEARING HEARTBEATS" 

SUNDAY MARCH 12, 2017 
 

 

The selection for this month is "The Art of Hearing Heartbeats" by 

Jan-Philipp Sendker.  This is a poignant and inspirational story set in 

Burma, spanning the decades between 1950's and the present.  

 

We meet on the SECOND of the month in Room 16, after the church 

service.  
 

Reading the book beforehand is not a requirement to join us.  Come 

with your coffee or tea and listen to the discussion of this very  

interesting book. 
 

If you love to read or enjoy talking about the books you've read,  

perhaps the Hillcrest Book Club would be of interest to you.   

 

 

 

 
  
 


