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As I look at my United Church of Christ desk calendar for May I see that for each of the Sundays, from the first to 

the fourth, there are listed the following themes: 

  

Powerful Witness 

Enduring Witness 

Witness of Love 

Spirit of Witness. 

 

And then, as I look at my own notes scribbled down for each Sunday, I see the following from the first Sunday to the 

fourth: 

 

Organ Recital, Luke Mayernik 

Mother’s Day, Rev. Ray preaching 

Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County, World Diversity Day Celebration and Fundraising Concert 

David Kuechle, Minister-in-Training, preaching 

 

When I put those two lists together I get something like this: 

 

Powerful Witness: Luke and the Hillcrest Music Program  

Enduring Witness: Mothers, and Rev. Ray 

Witness of Love: The work of our Interfaith Council 

Spirit of Witness: David’s own work and study; all that our Christian Ed Ministry does and that 

                             our whole church does to support and nurture spiritual growth 

  

That’s a heck of a combined list. Just dwell on the whole list, and on each entry, for a while. 

 

Hillcrest, we bear witness to and support and provide a lot of wonderful, life-changing ministry. And even that com-

bined list above is only a start.  We could all add more to it.  What would you add?  

 

Here’s to us!  What’s more, here’s to God’s powerful, enduring, loving, and life-giving Spirit! AMEN. 

 

 

Blessings,  
 

Rev. Fred  
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LUKE’S GRADUATE COMPOSITION RECITAL 
 

You all are cordially invited to: 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 9th @ 8pm  
  

The San Francisco Conservatory of Music (in the Concert Hall).   

   50 Oak St, San Francisco, CA 94102  
   Phone:(415) 864-7326 

 

 

EASTER CELEBRATION AT HILLCREST 
 

 

 

Sounds of joy ring out from the Hillcrest  

Chancel and Children’s Choirs on Easter 

morning. 

Greetings from Christian Ed: 
 

We hope you had a beautiful Easter celebration with our families and enjoyed our meaningful 

Easter worship services.  
 

We’d like to give a warm thank you to Katie Hall for helping out in upper campus while Mya was 

on maternity leave.  
 

Stay tuned for the next Kids Choir performance on Music Sunday, June 4th and news about sum-

mer Kidz Camp which will be held July 24-28th. 
 

If you are interested in attending Camp Cazadero this summer, please visit the UCC Northern 

California Nevada Conference website for more information: https://ncncucc.org/yomcreg/ 
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MODERATOR’S REPORT 

Jerry Solt, Moderator 
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UPDATE FROM DAVID KUECHLE, MINISTER-IN-TRAINING 
 

I would like to thank the entire Hillcrest Family for welcoming me this year as I explored my vocation. 

I have had a great time getting to know all of you, and working with the services and the Sunday 

school. Many of you may be wondering where I am going from here, and I am pleased to inform you 

that I will not be leaving at the end of the year! I have recently become a Hillcrest member, and have 

decided to make this my new church home. We are still working out what capacity I will be serving in 

next year, and in the years to come, but I wanted to thank all of you for being so welcoming and loving, 

and for inviting me to become part of your family. 
 

Blessings, 

David Kuechle 

 

 

OUTREACH NEWS 
 

Thanks to our partnership with the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church “Chicks with Sticks” women, 

we have a fairy godmother who keeps our Layette program supplied with stuffed animals such as  

bunnies, teddy bears, and other assorted animals. Our supplier, who wishes to remain anonymous, hits 

Walgreen’s, CVS, and Safeway just after a holiday and fills her shopping cart full of soft, cuddly  

animals that top each layette we distribute.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHING ROOM NEEDS 
 

The Clothing Room is currently in need of towels, blankets, sheets (especially Full, Queen and 

King sizes), and pillowcases. Also needed are men’s clothing: shirts, jeans, sweatshirts, t-shirt, 

etc. ( everything except jackets. ) 

 

If you have any of these items that are either new or gently used, we would be happy to accept them. 

Thank You from the Clothing Room  
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  Hillcrest’s 36th Annual Jim Smith Memorial Steak Dinner 
 

Note your calendar on Saturday evening, June 24th, for the 36th Annual Jim Smith Memorial Steak Din-

ner at Hillcrest. The time is 5:30 p.m. for punch; dinner is served at 6:00 p.m. The cost is $30 again this year 

with ages 5 – 12 still at $10. Norm’s much-loved grilled tri-tips return (or, if you prefer, huge marinated 

mushrooms) and each dinner will include a complimentary raffle ticket. 

 

The traditional menu is grilled tri-tip steak or grilled portabella mushroom (no chicken – sorry!) plus corn 

on the cob, green salad, watermelon, French bread, a special dessert and coffee/tea/punch to drink along with 

wine glasses to rent for additional beverage options. With Norm supervising the barbeque and experienced 

volunteers in the kitchen, the food will be delicious as usual. (If you have attended in prior years, you know 

that’s true.) 

 

The entertainment is Hillcrest’s famous raffle plus the live auction (including the coveted reserved parking 

space). As usual, all profits from the dinner, raffle and auction go to the special fundraising line in our annu-

al church budget. Last year we raised almost $5,000 and everyone had lots of fun! 

 

Each year we have great raffle prizes that church members solicit from merchants or donate themselves. 

These prizes include gift baskets of all types, dinners (home cooked or restaurant gift certificates), store gift 

certificates, etc. Again this year donations can be made for two special auction items:  the Grand Chocolate 

Basket (donate anything chocolate - boxed, in bars, as syrup, etc.) and the Wine Cellar Sampler (donate a 

bottle or two). Live auction items, in addition to the reserved parking space, will be chocolate, wine and 

weekends or more at church member’s vacation homes.  If you wish to contribute a prize or auction item, 

please drop it off at the reservation table, in the church office or call Jim Flagstead, Hillcrest’s Financial Sec-

retary at 689-8260. Please put your name, phone number and value on your donation so we can thank you 

and provide a receipt for a tax deduction. You do not need to be present to win raffle prizes so watch for 

sales of raffle tickets following worship services beginning June 4th. 

 

Of course volunteers are needed to help with set up, check-in, raffle ticket sales, food service, clean up and 

other miscellaneous stuff. Watch for signup sheets on Sundays beginning May 28th. 

 

Dinner reservations are essential! You can make a reservation any Sunday after church services beginning 

May 28th, by calling the church office (689-8260) or e-mailing hillcrestucc@att.net .  Deadline for reserva-

tions is Thursday, June 22nd.  Please tell us whether you want STEAK or MUSHROOM when you 

make your reservation. 
 

Everyone is welcome. Call the church office if you will need child care. Please join us for great food and 

warm fellowship and lots of fun. Also please make this a successful fund raiser by donating items to the raf-

fle and /or auction and buying additional raffle tickets if you are able to do so. All profits support church 

programs. Any questions about this event will be cheerfully answered by Norm Grube (939-4783) on behalf 

of Hillcrest’s Board of Trustees. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

2017 May Friendship Day 
“KINDLING NEW FIRES OF LOVE” 

Friday, May 5, 2017  

Shell Ridge Community Church,  

200 La Casa Via, Walnut Creek 
 

Church Women United offers interesting, timely and thought-

provoking programs, called “Celebrations”, three times each 

year. These programs have enriched my life, broadened my 

mind, and made me aware of issues related to mental health,  

human trafficking, and health care, and more. 
 

The topic for the 2017 May Friendship Day program is about 

understanding, learning from, and welcoming immigrants in 

our country. Stories from immigrants themselves, including the 

CWU President who was rejected at our border, will be shared.   
 

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. and the program will begin at 

11 a.m., followed by a potluck salad lunch at noon. 
 

Call Adele Inkster, CWU member from Hillcrest Church, at 

925-934-2343 if you would like to learn more about this pro-

gram or if you are interested in attending.  

 

 

EXPLORING NEW OPTIONS IN  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 

Have more space than you really need?  Want to reduce your 
housing costs? Learn how the new Junior Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (JADU) legislation and code changes make sharing your 
home more feasible.  
 

On Wednesday, May 17, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm, Mt. Diablo  
Unitarian Universalist Church will host a seminar with a cast 
of experts on code issues, redesigning space and financing  

alterations.   
 

There will also be speakers discussing making home-sharing 
safe and the pluses and minuses of sharing.  The church is 

located at:  55 Eckley Lane, Walnut Creek.  
 

For more information: Contact Mary Fenelon at 202.257.5223 
or maryefenelon@gmail.com.  
 

This is an East Bay Housing Organizations Affordable Hous-
ing Week presentation sponsored by the Multifaith ACTION 
Coalition and co-sponsored by the MDUUC Social Justice 
Council and the League of Women Voters Diablo Valley. 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our deepest sympathy goes to the Jack 

Nelson family on the death of Vi Nelson. 

A memorial service will be held at Hill-

crest Church on Saturday, May 20th at  

11 a.m. A reception will follow in  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

We offer our deepest condolences to Jean 

Jost and her family on the death of John, 

who passed away on April 25th. Infor-

mation on a service is not yet available. 

 

 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

 Louise Becker 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Norm Inkster 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Liam Mayernik 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Martha Vivrette  

 
 

JOYS 
 

The joy of graduation is in the air! 

If you or a loved one is  

celebrating a milestone please  

contact the Hillcrest Church! 
 

******************* 
 

Congratulations to Mya Terry who 

is received her Master’s Degree in   

Education Curriculum and Instruc-

tion (Applied Behavior Analysis) 

from Arizona State University on 

May 8th. 

 

 
 

 

We remember friends and  

members  in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

 Mercia Stewart 

**Please help us keep these lists 

updated. If you do not see a name 

you expected to see, let us know. 

And, if you know of name(s) that 

can be removed, please contact us at 

the Church office.  

 

 

THANK  YOU, 

HILLCREST  

FAMILY! 

 
Dear Hillcrest Family, 

 

We are so touched by the outpouring of love, 

support, and prayers we have received as we 

prepared for the arrival of baby Fox. We want-

ed to thank you so much for all of your love 

and planning and generosity as you showered 

us with gifts and well wishes (and love) last 

month. We are so incredibly thankful for all 

the wonderful gifts, notes, cards, prayers, and 

donations to our family. We are so blessed to  

belong to such a wonderful church family and 

community. We lovingly introduce you to the 

newest member of our (and Hillcrest's) family- 

Fox Marsena Wallace Terry- born March 14th 

at 9:07am weighing 8lbs 3oz and 21 inches 

long. We have been abundantly blessed with a 

healthy and sweet little man who has stolen 

our hearts. Blessings to you all and we look 

forward to Fox meeting and getting to know 

all of you.  

Love, 

Ryan, Mya, Nina, and Fox  

 

 

THANK YOU,  

GLORIA MALCOLM 
 

We would like to extend a huge and 

heartfelt “Thank You” to Gloria  

Malcolm for picking up and delivering 

Easter lilies and spring flowers to Hill-

crest members who are living in long-

term or residential care facilities. 

 Gloria has performed this “Flower 

Ministry” every Christmas and Easter 

for several years. Thank you, Gloria, 

for continuing to provide this lovely 

The Hillcrest Rose Garden is in full bloom 

thanks to the loving care and dedication of 

Carolyn Mac Kenzie. Thank you, Carolyn, for 

all your work. 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Accompanist & Choir Dir. :   Luke Mayernik 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  

9:30 Education Hour 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School 

Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

May 14, 2017 at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to:  

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news 

folder in the “News” office box —  include 

the source of the article and your phone 

number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: APRIL 28, 2017 
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Hillcrest Book Club 
 

"The Last Runaway 
MAY 14 

 

 

 

 

This historical novel "The Last Runaway" by Tracy Chevalier brings 

to life the Underground Railroad and illuminates the principles, pas-

sion and realities that fueled this extraordinary freedom movement. 

 

We will be meeting in Room 16, after church, on May 14 th to  

discuss this novel.  You are welcome to join our discussion, reading 

the book beforehand is not a requirement.  Come with your coffee or 

tea and listen to the discussion.  
 

 

 
 
 


