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 Hillcrest 
Congregational 
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 FOR ALL THE SAINTS of Hillcrest Then, Now, and Tomorrow 

 

November begins with All Saints Sunday, Nov. 5. We then move to Consecration Sunday, November 12 

when we bless all the pledges that our members and friends have made.  The next Sunday, November 19, 

is Harvest Sunday, when we celebrate a Thanksgiving Service and Harvest Meal with our the Korean 

Methodist Church sisters and brothers who share our campus and then that same afternoon we are hosting 

the Multi-faith Action Coalition’s Thanksgiving Service right here at Hillcrest.  And then comes what is 

traditionally called Christ the King Sunday, or Reign of Christ Sunday, Nov. 26, when we celebrate the 

living Christ and all that Christ calls us and the world to be. 
 

Why am I running through all these dates and celebrations?  Because I want to see you here at each of 

them?  Well, yes, I’d love that. And also because it all adds up to something.  One of the hymns we will 

sing on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 5, is “For All the Saints” by the great songwriter from the Iona Commu-

nity named John Bell.  I love the whole hymn.  But that said, these words from the third verse particularly 

grab me: 
 

        For all the saints who named your will, 

        And showed the kingdom coming still 

        Through selfless protest, prayer, and praise 

        Accept the gratitude we raise. 
 

The verse remembers saints as those who “showed [God’s] kingdom…through selfless protest, prayer, 

and praise.”  I like that for a number of reasons.  But here’s the main point I want to make—what 

“protest” means, as every saint knows, is not to be against something; what protest means is to be for 

something.  “Pro-“ means “for” and “test” means “to give testimony.”  What protest actually means is “to 

give testimony for something” through your words and actions. 
 

Sisters and brothers of Hillcrest, we are all about protest for our faith and faithfulness in following Jesus 

and his ways of love and justice and care for each other and for our broader community.  That’s why we 

sing the songs we sing, teach the teachings we teach, and do the things we do (including our food pantry, 

clothing room and layette ministries; Winter Nights; Interfaith and Multi-faith work, etc., etc.).   
 

All Saints Day (remembering our sainted sisters and brothers and fathers and mothers who have preceded 

and those who are all around us) and Consecration Sunday (pledging ourselves to the ongoing faithful 

work of following God’s call in our lives to sharing God’s love) and Thanksgiving Sunday (celebrating 

and giving thanks to God together with our Korean Church sisters and brothers, and our Multi-faith  

brothers and sisters) and Reign of Christ Sunday (it is  Christ’s “reign of love and justice” that we live 

for, and give testimony to) have everything to do with each other and everything to with us.  Come,  

celebrate with all the saints of Hillcrest!  Celebrate all that we are and all that God calls us to be! 
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Fred  
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Hillcrest’s Stewardship –  

Sustaining God’s Work in 2018  
 

The “Pledge Drive”, Hillcrest’s annual effort to encourage everyone to  

promise their financial support for church programs is well underway.  As 

part of Hillcrest’s year-round stewardship program of sharing time, talents and treasure to do God’s 

work, the pledge drive seeks a commitment of financial support throughout the coming year. It is  

essential for every household to participate so Hillcrest can effectively plan and sustain its legacy of 

service. 

 

Moderator Cindy Durant introduced our five week pledge drive at the October 8th worship service.  

The following Sunday, Rico Duran spoke to us about the friends and the fellowship that make life 

worthwhile whether gathered for poker or church  On October 22nd, we began distributing pledge cards 

to every family. And on Sunday, November 12th, we will consecrate our pledge commitments and  

celebrate our mutual generosity in after worship Fellowship Hall.   

 

Do you know where your pledge card is?  If you didn’t pick it up on October 22nd or 29th, the US  

Postal Service delivered it to your home.  If you haven’t filled it out and turned it in, it’s probably  

sitting in your seemingly inexhaustible pile of bills to pay.  You need to deal with it again this year, 

please.  Preferably sooner rather than later (this is the perspective of the bean counters who deal with 

Hillcrest’s inexhaustible pile of bills). 

 

It’s not easy for most of us to fill out a pledge card. Making a big financial commitment for a year that 

hasn’t even started yet is scary. Got faith?  Got hope?  It’s still scary.  Anything could happen next 

year. But Jesus has the answer to the very human fear of uncertainty that we all share.  Our church, 

Hillcrest, constantly reassures us that God’s love casts out fears and his blessings will always sustain 

us.  And as Casey Stengel said: “You can look it up.” In Matthew 6:25, Jesus teaches us to not be anx-

ious about our lives. 

 

Another human trait is to compare ourselves with others. Because we have more than most, we may 

feel vain or guilty. Because we have less than some others, we may feel bitter or resentful.  Jesus 

teaches us to judge not (Matt. 7:1).  And who hasn’t felt that they just have less than they hoped for 

and see too many demands on their limited resources.  Jesus teaches us not to lay up treasures on earth 

but to seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness (Matt. 6:19, 33).  We know in our hearts that 

we must share whatever we have because God’s work is so very important not only for ourselves but 

for those whom we love and everyone else in the world. 

 

So if you still are holding on to your pledge card (or are thinking that you really should have submitted 

a different amount), please fill it out (or get a replacement from the church office) and turn it in right 

away. Each promise of financial support is a mustard seed planted by the river of life.  And each seed 

will grow large in support of God’s kingdom here on earth and multiply His blessings over all His 

works. Please give generously in 2018.  God bless you! 

 

 John Wolfe, Budget Coordinator – Board of Trustees  
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ANNUAL HARVEST DINNER 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

12 PM 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

Hillcrest is inviting our brothers and sisters from the Korean Methodist Church to be our guests at our annual 

Harvest Dinner.  This dinner will honor them and be a typical Thanksgiving feast.  

 Please sign-up on Sundays in Fellowship Hall beginning November 5th or send the office an email with: 

 your reservations and how many people you will bring 

 what you will bring (turkey, salad, potatoes, sweet potatoes, green beans, cranberry sauce or pies) 

 how you are willing to help (greeters, decorations, set-up, kitchen serving, clean-up) 

 Questions? Please call Angie Beal—(925) 944-1556 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday is November 19th. Please remember to bring a food item to place on the chancel table 

that day as a small token of gratitude to God for all we have been given. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THANKSIVING MULTI-FAITH CELEBRATION & SERVICE 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 

4:00 P.M. 

HILLCREST CHURCH 

 

 We will gather in community with faith leaders from across the County to   

 find inspiration, share gratitude for abundance and commit to confronting 

               poverty.  
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CHRISTIAN ED MEETING ABOUT UPCOMING ADVENT & CHRISTMAS ACTIVITES 

PARENTS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
 

Advent and the Christmas season are coming soon! All parents of Hillcrest children are asked to come to a  

meeting regarding participation in the Advent Worship service’s Children’s Choir and the 2017 Christmas 

Pageant.  
 

The meeting is after church in the Teen Room on Sunday, November 5h. The theme of Advent this 

year will be “Angels Among Us.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ADVENT 2017 
 

Advent 2017 will begin on December 3rd. The worship planning committee had chosen the theme of 

“Angels Among Us” and are busy planning events during this time.  Don’t forget we will be “Hanging the 

Greens” on Saturday, December 2nd. Watch for a flyer coming out with all the details planned for Advent.. 

 

Also, Rev. Fred will be leading an Advent Bible Study and discussion on Sundays Dec. 3, 10, and 17 at 9:30 

a.m.in the Fellowship Hall. Coffee, Tea AND light snacks will be served.  We will be using the "Watch"  

Advent Devotional 2017 by the God is Still Speaking Writers Group; copies will be available on the Narthex 

Table or through the church office. 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOD ROOM NEWS 
 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner and that is a very scary 

fact. The Food Room tries to give out turkeys to our client 

families. We do this through the generosity of our members 

and friends. Safeway usually haS good “deals” on frozen 

 turkeys. If you choose to donate a turkey, we ask that it be 16 

pounds or less. This year we have two refrigerators and a  

freezer in the Food Room. This enables us to store more  

turkeys.  
 

 We will gratefully accept turkeys, starting Sunday,  

November 12. Last year we fed 466 people in November and 

December. That’s a lot of hungry mouths!  Thank you all for 

your generosity again this Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

                                                      

 
 

 

 

 

 

LAYETTE NEEDS 
   

  The Layette program is in need of both boy and girl warm  

  winter outfits and sleep-n-plays in sizes 0-3 months and 3-6  

  months. We can also use clean or new medium to large  

  stuffed animals. 
 

 
 
 

 WINTER NIGHTS—NOT TOO EARLY TO GIVE 
 

Winter Nights has already begun. There are lovely families that 

are attending. Some of the things on their wish list are sleeping 

bags, twin sheets, garment boxes, gift cards, bus cards and gas 

cards for the staff to transport the clients who do not have cars. 

I am willing to take all questions: Angie Beal (925-457-0758) 

or find me after church. As we have been doing every year, 

Hillcrest will be a co-host for one week- January 8-15.  More 

information will come later as we ask for folks to sign up to 

help with dinners, overnights, and other duties. Thanks for 

your help! 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

CONCERNS 
 

  

  

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Elva Cruz 

 Juana Cruz 

 Gladys Finster 

 Raquel Guerra 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Norm Inkster 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Lori Russell 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dorothy Smith 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Martha Vivrette  

 

 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our sympathy and prayers go 

out to Bill and Sue LaPat and 

family. Their son, Eric, passed 

away suddenly on October 

3rd. A Celebration of Life 

was held on October 29th. 

 

Our sympathy goes out to 

Carol Albright and her family 

on the passing of her husband, 

Fred. A service was held on 

October 13th with Rev. Fred 

Weidmann officiating. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia sign ups will begin on 

December 3rd ! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We remember friends and  

members in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

 Mercia Stewart 

**Please help us keep these lists 

updated. If you do not see a name 

you expected to see, let us know. 

And, if you know of name(s) that 

can be removed, please contact us at 

the Church office.  

 

 TO ENTER HOSPITAL 
 

 Isabelle Murphy 

 

 

HOSPITALIZED 
 

Larry Smythe 

Eric Sundin 
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  
 

10:30 a.m. Worship service 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour resumes 

September 10th in Fellowship Hall. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

November 12th at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to: 

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the 

news folder in the “News” office box —  

include the source of the article and your 

phone number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 
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Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: October 30th, 2017 
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Hillcrest Book Club 

November 12th at 11:45 a.m.  
 

 
 
 

This novel, "BEHOLD THE DREAMERS" by Imbolo Mbue, is 
the story of a young Cameroonian couple making a new life in 
New York just as the Great Recession upends the economy. It 
is about marriage, immigration, class, race and the trapdoors 
in the American Dream.   
  
We will meet on November 12th, after church in Room 16 to 
share our thoughts and comments on this very timely story. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


