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Have you noticed?  Have you?  Have you noticed the joy and the energy and the fun which is Hillcrest?  You can 

hear it and see it and feel it in our kids, in our music, in our worship, in our Outreach Ministries, in Adult Ed discus-

sions, in Fellowship Hall, in the Office, and on and on.  “There’s a Spirit in the Air” around here—if I may quote the 

great hymn (NCH 294).  And the hymn goes on to invite, “Praise the love that Christ revealed.”  And so we do. 

 

I had occasion recently to be speaking with someone about texts from the Bible to live by.  I cited, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life” from John 14.  The person I was speaking with didn’t like the verse much, and didn’t appreciate 

me citing it. Why? To their ears it sounded too exclusive, too judgmental; as if it were setting up walls. 

 

Aha, I thought. I get it. That’s how we’re conditioned to hear and to react, especially in these times of culture wars 

and political wars:  shutting others out, building walls, judging, condemning people or, at least, their positions. That’s 

how the words I cited were heard. But that’s not what Jesus is about and that’s not what the words I cited are about. 

 

Here is what Jesus is about. Here is the Way he maps out and embodies.  Jesus says, “I have sheep in other pas-

tures” (John 10:16). Jesus says, “Wisdom is vindicated by all of Her children” (Luke 7:35; drawing on Proverbs 8:31 

tells us that about God’s Wisdom “delighting” in the whole “human race”). In Matthew 25:34-40—which, by the 

way, could be the motto of our Outreach Ministries—Jesus welcomes into heaven all who feed and clothe others, 

never asking or demanding or (apparently) even expecting that they state their faith in any particular way. 

 

For Jesus, for Hillcrest, and (I hope and pray) for Christians in general “the Way” doesn’t mean the only Way to talk 

or look or act or confess and too bad for you if you don’t make the cut; it means the Way to live and love and be ful-

filled. It is an invitation to, and modeling of, abundant life for all not a way of narrowing or bottlenecking who’s in 

and who’s out.  And so, I ask again…  

 

Have you noticed?  Have you?  Have you noticed the joy and the energy and the fun which is Hillcrest?  You can 

hear it and see it and feel it in our kids, in our music, in our worship, in our Outreach Ministries, in Adult Ed discus-

sions, in Fellowship Hall, in the Office, and on and on (What would you add, what have I left out?).   

 

        There’s a Spirit in the Air, telling Christians everywhere;  

        Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working in the world.” 

 

Hillcrest, that’s the Way! Thank God, and thank you, for it. 

 

Blessings,  

 

Rev. Fred  
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KIDZ CAMP 2017 
July 24—July 28th 

                
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
              

 

 

 

 

Photos from Kidz Camp, July 24—28th and Kidz Camp Sunday, July 30th. 

HILLCRESTERS GO TO AN A’S GAME 

Hillcrest Church gets a huge “Welcome” from the Oakland Athletics (top 2 photos); Katy Colbath receives an A’s backpack for 

organizing the group outing (bottom left); everyone is having fun, including Carol and John Wolfe who were celebrating their 

wedding anniversary with a day at the ballpark (bottom right). 
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MODERATOR’S REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

Something is happening at Hillcrest…can you feel it?! There is a profound surge of energy flowing in our 

midst. One of the reasons I answered the call to be Moderator this year is that I want to be a part of it!!  

 

If you attended the July 30 Kidz Camp Sunday, you know what I mean. The enthusiasm of those kids, their 

counsellors, the camp coordinators, and other volunteers was infectious!!  And those Christian Education 

leaders are always moving forward with unbridled excitement about the next cool things they want to do 

with the kids. 

 

Recently I started volunteering at the Food Room and am experiencing first-hand the deep commitment of the 

Outreach leadership and the many volunteers who quietly demonstrate their devotion to the needy.  The 

quick action taken by Hillcrest to assure our immigrant population that using our services would not jeop-

ardize their safety, was nothing short of heroic. 

 

These are only two examples of how Hillcrest programs and services—how YOU are expressing the spirit of 

agape love that Jesus spoke so much about. I could go on about: 

the miracles the Trustees perform annually as they figure out how to ‘do more with less;’  

the work of the Worship and Music Committee to bring us fresh and innovative worship experiences 

weekly;  

the commitment of the CARE Committee to look out for the needs of so many of us who aren’t as inde-

pendent as we wish we were;  

and the optimism of the new LOVE (Living our Vision Effectively) Committee that is charged with stim-

ulating church growth—no easy task! 

 

Rally Day—September 10 

All of this leads me to Rally Day. Throughout August, the leaders of these Committees have shared a bit 

about their work. In early August, I invited you to listen inside for a call to contribute your energy to any of 

these programs. Regardless of whether you are new to the church or have been serving Hillcrest most of your 

life, I hope you felt a new spark of interest.  

 

The Rally Day celebration after Worship on September 10 will give you an opportunity to put your name on 

one or more lists to be contacted with information about service opportunities… 

AND…there will be food, entertainment and, time to schmooze with your Hillcrest friends—and maybe meet 

someone new!  What’s not to like?  I’ll see you there!! 

 

Your Moderator, 

—Cindy Durant  
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WE ARE ONE IN THE SPIRIT— 

Commemoration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
A Joint Protestant and Roman Catholic Service 

at 

Christ the King Roman Catholic Church 

199 Brandon Road 

Pleasant Hill, CA 

 

Sunday October 22, 2017 at 4 p.m. 

 

Scheduled to be participating in this historic service are: 

Bishop (retired) John Cummins, Oakland Diocese (Roman Catholic) 

Bishop Mark Holmerud, Sierra Pacific Synod (Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) 

Rev. Diane Weible, Conference Minister,  

                                 Northern California Nevada Conference (United Church of Christ) 

Members of the Pleasant Hill Ecumenical Clergy Group  

 

All are welcome at this service of commemoration to celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit in and among the 

churches, to repent of past (and present) ways that we have separated from and misrepresent each other, and to 

affirm our work together to witness to and spread God’s love in mission together. 

 

Pre-service Music begins at 3:30 

Worship begins at 4 p.m. 

A reception will follow 

 

All are invited. A free will offering will be collected for the social service ministries of the participating 

churches. Clergy are invited to process; the color of the day is red.    

 

The Protestant Reformation began in central Europe in 1517 as a religious movement against perceived cor-

ruptions in the Roman Catholic Church of the day.  The Reformation led to many things that we hold dear and 

often take for granted today:  worshipping in our own languages, public education, free access to bibles and 

other religious literature.  At the same time, the Reformation  led to physical and rhetorical violence against 

those in different denominations and established rifts among churches which, in many cases, remain to this 

day.   

 

This historic service, marking the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation and organized by the Pleas-

ant Hill Clergy Group, is being held in a Roman Catholic Church. It brings together leaders from across a 

spectrum of denominations.  According to Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann, Dean of the Pleasant Hill Clergy Group, 

“We are entering a new age of common mission and understanding. We remember the Reformation to learn 

both from its great accomplishments and its great mistakes and to move forward together in ever more faithful 

testimony to the love of God in the world.” 

 

The Pleasant Hill Ecumenical Clergy Group fosters cooperation among the churches in our city and works 

with the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County to serve our city and county. 
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     ATTENTION ALL EMAIL NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS 

 

 

Due to the recent catastrophic failure of Jim Flagstead’s computer and hard drive, a great deal of  

information has been lost, including the email addresses of our members and friends who receive their 

monthly Hillcrest News newsletter and email alerts electronically. We are sending the newsletter by U.S.P.S. 

for the next month or two in order to reach out to those who may be wondering why they haven’t received 

the newsletter electronically. 

Please contact the church office at hillcrestucc@att.net if you have not received your newsletter  

electronically so we can be sure to re-add your email address to the computer list. We apologize for  

any inconvenience this may have caused.  

 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR CHANCEL TABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD— 

Rev. Fred’s Month of Sabbatical, Aug 21-Sept 20 
 

Rev. Fred will be away from Monday August 21 thru Wed September 20.   During that time he and Kerstin 

will be traveling through Germany and  bordering areas and seeing many sites associated with Christianity in 

the  ancient and Reformation eras, and today.  From Sept. 5 – 10 they will be  in Wittenberg Germany (the 

starting place of the Reformation) with a  group of UCC and Lutheran pastors from the Bay area who will be 

presenting a program called “Each in their Own Language: Ministries in the Bay Area.” Rev. Fred will be 

presenting on Hillcrest’s Outreach ministries and our Multifaith and Ecumenical partnerships.  
 

  During Rev. Fred’s   absence, Sunday coverage is scheduled as follows: 

 Aug 27   David Kuechle, Minister in Training 

 Sept 3 & Sept 10    Rev. Rodney Yee (former Assoc. Conference Minister) 

 Sept 17  Jerry Solt, preaching; David Kuechle, presiding. 
 

If you would like a pastoral visit or have (or know of) a pastoral emergency  during Rev. Fred’s time away, 

please contact the church office at 925-689- 8260 or hillcrestucc@att.net. 

 

 

It has been a delight to have the variety of floral arrangements on the  

Chancel table on Sundays, and to know about the celebrations that are taking 

place. Thank you to all. Now we look forward to more happy events being 

celebrated. Do sign up on the floral chart in Fellowship Hall.  

Thank you, Rachel Hakel 

Floral Coordinator 

mailto:hillcrestucc@att.net
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Monday -Friday  9 a.m.-12 noon; 

        1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
 

 (Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.) 

      The office is now closed at noon      

                   on Wednesdays. 

 

Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260 
 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 
 

Food Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(925) 686-3663 

No appointment needed. I.D. required. 
 

Clothing Room Hours: 

Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

(no appointment needed) 
 

Jim Flagstead’s Hours: 

Financial Secretary 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN JOST REMEMBRANCE  
 

On Sunday, September 24, the Children's Moment will be a 

tribute to John Jost for his many years dedicated to Hillcrest 

Church. We will remember his devotion to the children of  

Hillcrest, as well as his service through the Upper Room Guys. 

A reception in Fellowship Hall will follow he service. Please 

contact Shelby Pickett at 925-768-8033 if you are in contact 

with any of John's former students. 

 

 

NEWS FROM CHRISTIAN ED 
2 

Christian Education offers blessings and good luck to all  

students beginning the new school year!  We are here for you 

every Sunday in church school to unwind from the week and to 

refresh in the word for the week ahead! 
 

Christian Ed will go back to the school year schedule on Rally 

Sunday September 10: 

9:30 a.m. Lesson 

10:30 a.m. Worship in the sanctuary 

11:00 a.m. Lesson review and fellowship (snacks, game   

  room, play ground, etc.) 

Don’t miss out! 

And speaking of not missing out, here are some fun opportuni-

ties for YOU to participate in: 

Rally Sunday, September 10:  Raffle, Sign ups for Sugar 

Plum Workshop , Snacks for Fellowship Hall, Outings 

(bowling, hiking, etc.), substitute teaching, etc. 

“Tinkers and Thinkers Fair” at Pleasant Hill Park,  

      Saturday, September 16: meet at the church 1:00 p.m. 

and walk with your friends.  Return by 3:30 p.m. for ice 

cream cones! 

Family Movie & Pizza Night, Friday, September 22: 6:00 

p.m.  The movie is “Sing” 
 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION BEGINS... 

September 10th at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

We will continue with where we left off in June, engaging the 

DVD series, “The Jesus Fatwah: Love Your Muslim  

Neighbors.” This is a new and important series which includes 

helpful commentary from a variety of Muslim spiritual and 

scholarly leaders, as well as others. Join the conversation! 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+animals&biw=1600&bih=686&tbm=isch&imgil=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%253BXUYPSlncfzp16M%253Bhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.stmaryssparta.org%25252Fevent%25252Fblessing-animals-0&source=iu&pf=m&fir=nmKqOqnHcqPuPM%253A%
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

To everyone at Hillcrest, 
 

What a wonderful birthday it turned 

out to be—made special by all of you. 

The best part was the singing of  

Happy Birthday and Nina walking up 

with a bouquet of flowers. 
 

My apologies to Kathy as this was 

your special day and no one is more  

deserving. 
 

Thanks to all, 

Barbara Stallings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To My Hillcrest Family, 

I am so grateful at the outpouring of 

love from all of you when you all  

surprised me at a celebration of 20 

years as your Office Manager! I never 

saw that one coming! I thank you for 

the cards with kind words, for the 

flowers and for the beautiful gift  

certificate for lunch in the Napa  

Valley. My Hillcrest family is so  

supportive and understanding even 

though my motto is“a mistake in  

every bulletin since 1997”! I love you 

all! 

Kathy Flagstead 

 

 

 CONCERNS 
 

 Carol Albright 

 Ryan Anderson 

 Web Beadle 

 Lynne Beller  

 Mitsuka Bude  

 Bob Cameron 

 Debra Cass 

 Kylie Chen 

 Cara Clark 

 Elva Cruz 

 Juana Cruz 

 Raquel Guerra 

 Nancy Hammill 

 Grant Hawkes 

 Scarlett Henley 

 Norm Inkster 

 Soonhee Kim 

 Charley Lamb 

 Sharon Lind 

 Shirley Malcolm 

 Lori Russell 

 Alix Sahlin 

 Dorothy Smith 

 Cecille Stoddard 

 Eric Sundin 

 Martha Vivrette  

 

 
 

IN SYMPATHY 
 

Our sympathy goes out to the 

family of Marilyn Holloway who 

passed away on August 16th. A 

memorial service will be held on 

September 16th at 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

We remember friends and  

members in residential and 

continual care: 
 

 Lyle Palmer 

 Mary Rinehart 

 Shirley Ronzone 

 Bettie Ryan 

 Jan Smiley 

 Betty Soreide 

 Mercia Stewart 

**Please help us keep these lists 

updated. If you do not see a name 

you expected to see, let us know. 

And, if you know of name(s) that 

can be removed, please contact us at 

the Church office.  

 

 JOYS! 
 

Congratulations to Jan and John 

Grover who recently became great 

grandparents to triplets!  Identical 

twin girls Leila and Luna and boy 

Mauricio III were born on July 17, 

2017. Babies and mother are doing 

well.  

 

Congratulations to Bob Sartin on the 

birth of his grandson, John Robert 

Sartin, on July 3, 2017. Bob’s son, 

John Robert, is the proud new father. 

 

Congratulations to Shirley May on the 

birth of her fourth grandson. Oliver 

Sterling May was born on August 7th 

and weighed 7 lbs. 12 oz.  
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Hillcrest Congregational Church  

United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Phone: 925-689-8260 

Website:  www.hillcrestucc.org 

Senior Minister:      Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann 

Minister-in-Training:      David Kuechle 

Children & Youth Ministries:        Mya Terry 

Nursery Coordinator:               Shelby Pickett 
————————————————– 

Worship Service:  
 

10:00 a.m. Worship and Church School with 

childcare available through September 3rd. 
 

10:30 a.m. Worship service resumes 

beginning September 10th.  
 

9:30 a.m. Education Hour resumes 

September 10th in Fellowship Hall. 
 

—————————————–—— 
 

Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday, 

August 13th at NOON.  

Please e-mail all articles to: 

hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the 

news folder in the “News” office box —  

include the source of the article and your 

phone number.  

 

 

   

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS 
United Church of Christ 

404 Gregory Lane 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

MAILED: August 25, 2017 
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Hillcrest Book Club 

September 10th at 11:45 a.m.  
 

Commonwealth by Ann Patchett. 
 
 

The September book group selection is Commonwealth by Ann 
Patchett.  This story explores how a chance encounter reverberates             
through the lives of the four parents and six children involved.  The children 
forge a lasting bond based on shared disillusionment with their parents and 
the genuine affection that grows among them. 
 
Join us after church, Room 16, to discuss and share our thoughts on the 
above Book Club selections.   

 
 
 


