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Ash Wednesday, Valentine’s Day, Lent and You
Don’t ask me to explain how the date for Easter is set each year. What I can tell you is that this year Easter falls on
April’s Fools Day. And furthermore what I can also tell you is that this year Ash Wednesday (which by definition
falls 40 days prior to Easter) falls on Valentine’s Day. Now that’s something--the last time that both of those things
happened was 1945; almost three quarters of a century ago.
I promise more on Easter and April Fool’s Day in an upcoming Newsletter or Easter Sermon. For now, what about
Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day? Well for one thing it kind of messes with the idea of solemnity that so many
associate with Ash Wednesday—whatever you think of Valentine’s Day and however you do or don’t mark it, I
doubt the word “solemn” comes to mind. And what might Valentine’s Day have to say about Ash Wednesday anyway?
You ever been in longtime, loving relationship? Ever been in a relationship that did not last? When looking at relationship of all sorts—from those with a beloved boyfriend/girlfriend or spouse to those with family and good
friends—I hope that all of us would acknowledge that the healthiest relationships are those in which we are honest
both with ourselves and with those with whom we are in relationship. If we are trying to fool ourselves or trying to
fool somebody else chances are the relationship will not last, will not be healthy, or (more than likely) both.
And that brings us back to Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is a gift. It is a healthy and life sustaining gift to anyone
who would want to be in honest relationship with themselves, with others, and with God.
On Ash Wednesday we take time out to reflect. We look in. We look out. And we gather to do that together. And
with God.
May the Holy Spirit be with you this Ash Wednesday. May that Spirit guide you and inhabit you! May the Spirit
guide and inhabit all of your relationships. And through all you say and do, and with all the relationships you make
with others, and through your relationship with God, may your journey be full and life-giving.
Join us at Hillcrest on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14, for worship at 2 p.m. or 7 p.m. And join us for any and all of our
worship, volunteer, and educational, and other experiences as we grow together through the Lenten Season and beyond.
See you on Ash Wednesday. I mean Valentine’s Day. I mean both.
Blessings,

Rev. Fred
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

ASH WEDNESDAY:
Journeying with God and Sharing God’s Love
Join us at either 2 p.m. or 7 p.m. for a special service of song, prayer, reflection, holy communion, and imposition of ashes on this very special, holy day. Connect with yourself. Connect with God.
There are times when it feels harder to remain faith-filled, when hope seems far off.
Times when fear and uncertainty grip us, when hatred and violence seem all around.
These are the times when we need our faith the most.
~from our Ash Wednesday prayer

THANK YOU WINTER NIGHTS VOLUNTEERS!
A very special thank you to all who volunteered to bring food, help serve meals, assist with homework,
or stayed overnight during Hillcrest’s turn to host Winter Nights at St. Paul’s Church in Walnut Creek.
The “thank you” card was created and signed by those staying at the shelter.
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Sun
9:30 am—Education/Activity
Hour for Adults & Church
School
10:30 am -Worship service
*Childcare available both
hours.

4
10:30 am Worship Service
1-4 Korean Church

11
9:30 am Education Hour
9:15 am Extended Choir
11:45 am Book Group (R 16)
12 noon “News” deadline
12 noon Family Ice Skating
18 First Sunday in Lent
9:30 am Education Hour
1-4 pm Korean Church

25 Second Sunday in Lent
9:15 Extended Choir rehearsal

9:30 am Education Hour
1-4 pm Korean Church

5

12

27

Tue

12 pm Fell. Of Prayer
(Parlor)

20

12:00 Fell. of Prayer

9 am “Healing Touch”
appts.
(Engelbert home)

13

7 pm Board of Trustees (Rm

12:00 Fell. of Prayer
(Parlor)

6

February 2018
Mon

19 President’s Day

Church Office closed

26

9 am “Healing Touch”
appts.
(Engelbert home)
12 pm Fell. Of Prayer

7

Thu

8:30 am Upper Room

22

8:30 am Upper Room

15

8:30 a.m. Upper Room

8

8:30 a.m. Upper Room

1

Fri

3

10

Sat

9 am Healing Touch
(Engelbert home)

9

1 pm Memorial Service for Joe Colbath
(Sanctuary)

24

9 am Healing Touch
(Engelbert home)

17

23

16
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Hillcrest Church
Wed

9 am Meditation
(Engelbert home)
Office Closes at Noon

Ash Wednesday

7 pm Meditation Circle
14

Office Closes at Noon

21

12 noon & 7 pm
Ash Wed. Service
(Sanctuary)

9 am Meditation
((Engelbert home)
Office Closes at Noon

28
Office Closes at Noon

5:30 pm Music/Worship
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THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP AT LAFAYETTE ORINDA
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:
HILLCREST SENIORS INVITED
Hillcrest member Clarita Wooldridge would like to let members of our congregation know about the
Thursday Fellowship program held at the Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church which is open to seniors
regardless of church affiliation. She shares the following information about the program:
Aging in Community is the cornerstone of the successful Thursday Fellowship program at Lafayette Orinda
Presbyterian Church (LOPC). Thursday Fellowship developed from the belief we can live our lives more
fully by listening to and enjoying the presence of one another. We conclude this must be so because this
program is almost 40 years old.
Every Thursday a joyful ecumenical community of Guests and Volunteers gather in Fellowship Hall for
midday fun, friendship and entertainment by coming together to share a meal, engage in crafts, listen to
music, or do gentle exercise…and most of all, to socialize.
Our Guests are the “older and wiser among us” but still young-at-heart seniors who enjoy an afternoon out
each week to be with friends, share a meal, enjoy activities and entertainment, build new relationships and
engage in lively conversation. Program Volunteers arrange and provide some Guests transportation to and
from Thursday Fellowship.
A Church affiliation or attendance is not required. This program includes guests from all the nearby cities
and communities and at our last review is the only such program in Contra Costa County offering such a
program without charge. Yes, you may come as a couple, a single, with a family member or caregiver. You
may also come and visit to determine if this is for you or someone you know.
For more information please contact Clarita Wooldridge, Coordinator for Thursday Fellowship:
wclarita@aol.com Cell: 925-389-6995
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Greetings Hillcrest Families,
We have some fun and exciting family events planned for the Spring!
Join us Sunday, February 11th for ICE SKATING at the
Veranda Shopping Center in Concord. We will bring lunch and eat at Hillcrest after church, and then head
over to skate. The price is $14 per skater and that includes skates, admission, and 90 minutes of skate time.
We will have a sign up sheet starting this coming week for this event, as Mya will call and see about group
rates once we have a firm count :)
Family movie night returns!! Friday, March 2nd at 6 pm, join us in Fellowship hall for yummy food,
friends, and fun for our viewing of "Up".
And, believe it or not, Lent is almost upon us. We hope to see you on Wednesday, February 14th for Ash
Wednesday services being held this year at 2 pm and 7 pm. We will also have some wonderful lessons and
worship participation opportunities continuing in upper campus as we celebrate Epiphany and prepare for
Lent.
We hope you have had a wonderful start to the new year and look forward to sharing and growing in God's
love in 2018!
Blessings,
Mya Terry
Christian Education

ADULT EDUCATION
Sundays at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall
Uppity Women of the Bible: Song of Songs
On Sunday January 28 we will begin a new (to us) DVD series from Living the Questions with a look at Song
of Songs. This under-appreciated and amazing book in the Bible has a lot to tell us. It’s just not always clear
what. Perhaps because its poetry, perhaps because its origins are unclear, perhaps because we’re just not used
to seeing this sort of thing in the bible, the Song of Songs is always ready to astonish us with its beauty and to
get us thinking about God, life, and ourselves in different ways. Join us for a wonderful journey
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FLOWER SIGN-UPS FOR CHANCEL TABLE
Do you enjoy the floral arrangement on the Chancel Table each
Sunday morning?
A floral arrangement is a wonderful way to acknowledge a
birthday, anniversary, honor the memory of a loved one, or
simply “because”.
In order to continue this beautiful tradition, we need member
sign ups. The 2018 floral sign-up chart is on the western wall
in Fellowship Hall, or you can contact the office at 689-8260.
Need help with an arrangement? Call Rachel at 935-5755 for
questions or assistance.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday -Friday 9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
The office is now closed at noon
on Wednesdays.
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org

OUTREACH NUMBERS FOR 2017
Thanks to the generous donation of Hillcrest members
and friends and our community partners, we had a huge
impact on providing food, clothing and layettes to
members of our community in 2017.
Food Room: 2325 individuals
Clothing Room: 2455 individuals
Layettes: 205 babies

Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)
Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT

CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Ryan Anderson
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Robin Welles Brunner
Mitsuka Bude
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Reva Dietz
Nancy Hammill
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Sharon Lind
Shirley Malcolm
Alix Sahlin
Dorothy Smith
Larry Smythe
Dana Sparks
Eric Sundin
Martha Vivrette
John Welles

HOME FROM THE
HOSPITAL
Eric Sundin
THANK YOU!
Thanks all of you for the special
part of the worship service. I
had such warm feelings of
gratitude and appreciation for
all of you.
Lovingly,
Gladys Boomer

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Lyle Palmer
Mary Rinehart
Shirley Ronzone
Bettie Ryan
Jan Smiley
Betty Soreide
Mercia Stewart

**Please help us keep these
lists updated. If you do not
see a name you expected to
see, let us know. And, if you
know of name(s) that can be
removed, please contact us
at the Church office.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Vicki and Frank
Hackett on the birth of their new granddaughter, Charlotte Paige who was
born on January 19th and weighed 7
lbs. 6 oz. The proud parents are Carson
Hackett and Krystina Jeffrey.

IN SYMPATHY
Our deepest sympathy goes out to Katy
Colbath and family on the passing of Joe
Colbath, father of Indy and Dan Colbath;
grandfather to Julianne, Jack and Joe
Colbath. A memorial will be held at
Hillcrest Church on Saturday, February
24th at 1 p.m.
Our condolences go to the family of
Cecille Stoddard who passed away on
Friday, January 19, 2018.
NEW ADDRESS
Eric Sundin has moved to 5500 Kelrose
Court, Concord, CA 94521. His phone
number is 925-673-1237.

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED: , February 2, 2018
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Hillcrest Book Club
The book selection for February is The Red Notebook by
Antoine Laurain.
This novella is an uplifting story of two lonely souls finding
each other through the mystery of a stolen handbag in
Paris. Bookseller Laurent Letellier comes across an abandoned handbag on a Parisian street. There is nothing to indicate to whom it belongs. There is a red notebook with some
jottings in it but no name. He really wants to find the owner of
the hand bag but how is he to find one woman in a city of
millions?
Join us February 11th, after church, in Room 16 as we share
our discussion and thoughts with each other on this
charming story.
”

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Minister-in-Training:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Worship Service:
9:30 Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School
Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m.
—————————————–——
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
February 11, 2018 at NOON.
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

