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HILLCREST, LET’S BE 3 for 3
Note: Rev. Fred is on a two-month sabbatical leave in July and August. Below is a message from Rev. Fred
“from the vaults”—it first appeared in July 2016.
Hillcrest, let’s keep being who we are. Let’s keep being 3 for 3!
As I write it is just a few days since the horrible shooting in Orlando Florida. As you read this will we still be
talking about that? A next mass shooting? A next terrorist attack? A next statement, or misstatement, from a politician? I don’t know. What I do know, and what I want to center us in, is this…: “Now faith, hope, and love
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love” (First Corinthians 13:13).
As I look around our world today…I start to think that love is in short order. And what about the opposite of
love? Well, some say that would be hate. Sure seems to be a lot of that around! Others say the opposite of love is
fear. Sure seems to be a lot of that around!
And as I look again—with the lens that this bible verse gives and with all the support and sense of purpose that I
receive from Hillcrest and from all the faith communities with which we are so dearly connected—I realize that
love is all around. And faith. And hope.
Our Interfaith Council was quick to gather in the aftermath of the latest killing, and reaffirm for itself and others that what happened is NOT the way of faith or faithfulness. Indeed, if anyone cares to see sisters and
brothers coming together from varied expressions of faith and ethnicity and sexuality and whatever category might pertain, one need look no further than the Interfaith Council itself, and its member organizations. We celebrate, and work together across, our differences and we celebrate and work for a world in
which the God of Love will be recognized and honored by all.
At Hillcrest, many of us came to Sunday’s service with a heavy heart because of the shooting…, feeling despair for those immediately affected and for our whole nation and world. And what did we do? We did
what we always do because it is who we are—we worshipped together, prayed together, sang together,
listened for God’s word together, bundled our gifts for ongoing ministry together, and sent ourselves out
together into the world with blessing. In short, we renewed ourselves for the next steps in our own lives
and in our life together as God’s people in the world.
And that, finally, is what we are all about—no matter how optimistic or how troubling the latest news and trends
appear to be. We are people of faith and hope and love. And the hate and fear and violence of others may affect
our environment BUT it won’t change who we are. No! We will keep moving forward in faith, hope, and love—
all 3. It’s who we are.
Thank God for who we are. Thank God for all of our partners in ministry. And thank God for the Spirit who
keeps us whole. AMEN.
Blessings,

Rev. Fred
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LET’S HAVE A PARADE !

Hillcrest Church will be an entrant in the July 4th Pleasant Hill Parade. This will be our 7th year and each year
more of you come to join in the festivities.
The parade route is less than 2 miles, has thousands of people and is charged up like a rock concert. To quote
Uncle Sam, I “want you” and, especially if you have a sports car or historic car or other vehicle of interest,
I’d love to have that in the parade as well. Please let me, Rev. Fred, (revfred.hillcrest@att.net) or the church
office (689-8260) know of your interest and if you have a vehicle for the parade (that’s a must; we need to
register vehicles ahead of time).
There will be an email to all who let us know, about where to meet and what time. Keep this date open—
Wednesday, July 4 in the morning, mark your calendars, and let us know of your availability. You will have
a great time and show how Hillcrest, for over 60 years, is very much part of this community.
Bill Cunningham (on behalf of the Church Council and Rev. Fred)

REQUESTED SERMON: “IN THE BOAT TOGETHER”
We have received several requests for Rev. Fred's sermon, "In the Boat Together," preached on Sunday,
June 24. Please know that it has been uploaded and is available on our website at
hillcrestucc.org/recent-sermons. Know that many of our Sunday morning services, sermons, and
music are available there. Enjoy!
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SAVE THE DATES & MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

June 10—Summer Worship Service begins at 10 a.m. thru
September 2nd.
July 1—Annual Congregational Meeting
Hillcrest's Annual Meeting is July 1, 2018 immediately following the service. Important Agenda item, this year as every year,
will be to accept and formally vote on our slate of Council
members.
July 4—July 4th Parade in downtown Pleasant Hill
July 23—27—Hillcrest Kidz Camp
HOW YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT KIDZ CAMP
We could use your help in donating any of the following items
for crafts: sea shells, driftwood pieces, sea glass, beads or
"jewels" (for ocean mobiles) and buttons (for bracelets).
In addition, if you would be willing to make one island snack
for a day at camp, Dick Beal would appreciate your help, as he
alone is our perennial snack committee. This summer we have
cookies, slushy drinks, etc. that we could use some help with for
30 snackers. Please contact Vicki Hackett at 925-519-7789 if
you have the craft items or the time to help us with snack
preparation.

NEWSLETTERS
This issue of the Hillcrest “News” is combined as July and
August. The next newsletter will be sent in September.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday -Friday 9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
The office is now closed at noon
on Wednesdays.
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)
Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT

CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Maureen Alison
Ryan Anderson
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Mitsuka Bude
Becky Bunnell
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Eileen and John Dahl
Reva Dietz
Nancy Goff
Nancy Hammill
Eldon Harwood
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Bill and Sue LaPat
Sharon Lind
Shirley Malcolm
Chuck Payne
Ray Peters
Alix Sahlin
Dorothy Smith
Larry Smythe
Dana Sparks
Fran Thorp
Martha Vivrette
Bob Wooldridge
HOME FROM THE
HOSPITAL
Bob Wooldridge
HOSPITALIZED
Norm and Adele Inkster
(Pleasant Hill Post Acute
Rehab Center)
Larry Smythe will have back
surgery on July 2nd at Kaiser in
Oakland.

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Betty MacKenzie
Mary Rinehart
Shirley Ronzone
Bettie Ryan
Jan Smiley
Betty Soreide
Eric Sundin

**Please help us keep these
lists updated. If you do not
see a name you expected to
see, let us know. And, if you
know of name(s) that can be
removed, please contact us
at the Church office.

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Emma Lee Wigren
who graduation from College Park
High School. Emma will enter University of Hawaii in the fall. Emma is the
granddaughter of Barbara Wigren.
CALLING ALL GRADUATES!
Please let us know if you have a
graduate in your family!

IN SYMPATHY
Prayers and sympathy go out to Larry
Smythe and family. Gerry passed away
on June 3rd. A memorial service was
held at Hillcrest on June 14th with the
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann officiating
Our sympathy goes out to the family of
Lyle Palmer. Lyle passed away on June
17, 2018. A memorial service will be
held at Hillcrest Church on Thursday,
July 19, 2018 at 11:00 a.m.
Our deepest condolences go to the family
and friends of Kevin Bench. A
memorial service will be held at Hillcrest
Church on Saturday, July 21, 2018 at
2 p.m.

Our sympathy and love goes out to
Sue and Bill LaPat. Bill’s younger
brother, Thomas, passed away recently in Chicago Illinois.
NEW ADDRESSES
Martin and Fran Johnke have moved to
Kensington Assisted Living.
1580 Geary Rd.
Unit 209
Walnut Creek CA 94597
(925) 393-5779
Lily and David Kohls have moved.
Please update you directory!
1000 Dewing Ave.
Unit 401
Lafayette CA 94549
(925) 298-5801
Lily’s cell: (510) 813-0390
David’s cell: (510) 541-9645

6

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS July/August 2018

7

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS July/August 2018
LIFE AT HILLCREST

Enjoying Fellowship Hour together, cake and all!

The Rose Garden in June!

Rocks, candy and Father’s Day—a Children’s Moment with Rev. Fred.

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS
8 Church of Christ
United
404 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED: June 29, 2018
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Hillcrest Book Group
July Book Group Selection:
It is back to England this month with our selection of "HOW TO
FIND LOVE IN A BOOKSHOP' by Veronica Henry. It is the story
of "Nightingale Books", a store that ties people together in a small
village in the Cotswolds. This is really a love letter to books and the
shops that sell them.
Join us at the July meeting to find out about our August book
selection.
Our meeting is July 8th, after church in Room 16. Join us as we
discuss and share our thoughts on this delightful summer read.

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Minister-in-Training:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Summer Worship Service schedule June
10—September 2, 2018
10 a.m. Worship and childcare;
No education hour
—————————————–——
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
June 10, 2018 at NOON.
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

