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LISTENING for God
We are in the season of Lent, which runs through Palm Sunday (March 25) and Good Friday (March 30) and leads us
to Easter Sunday (April 1). This Lenten Season our worship theme is LISTEN—listening for God’s voice. As I
write, we have already experienced moving Ash Wednesday services as well as our first Sunday Lenten service. During that service we heard, meditated on, and discussed the extraordinary reading from I Kings 19 about the prophet
Elijah hearing God’s voice in “a sound of sheer silence.”
Many of you know that Kerstin and I had the great pleasure of being in Maui for a week and a half at the end of January and early February. I want to share with you what I wrote following an experience I had along a lookout trail
about 2/3 of the way up the Haleakala Crater:
In the stillness beyond silence
Surrounded by beauty beyond words
I close my eyes.
Does wind make noise?
Rumblings reverberate
Within, beside, all around.
Connected, surrounded, immersed
I am held by
in
AloHa.
Alo—in the presence of
Ha—the Breath of God.
When I close my eyes I
See, feel, touch
The Breath of God.
Alo-Ha.
God bless you as you listen for God,

Rev. Fred
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LENT, PALM SUNDAY, HOLY WEEK and EASTER
at HILLCREST CHURCH

Sundays March 4, 11, and 18 Our special Lenten season worship continues. On March 18 our Minister in
Training, David Kuechle, is scheduled to preach.
Sunday March 25 Palm Sunday.
This special service will include palms, a special procession, and festive and meaningful music.
Friday March 30 Good Friday
Hillcrest marks Good Friday with two very special services, and a special procession between them. You may
attend either one or both services. You may also join the “Journey” in between the services.
6 p.m. Family Eucharist—Fellowship Hall
This service features a communion service recalling the way of spiritual ancestors in the
first centuries celebrated the Agape (“Love”) Meal together. They ate a simple meal, as
a family, recalling Jesus’ sacrifice and love for us all.
6:45 Journey to Jerusalem—Procession beginning from Fellowship Hall
Led by the light of Christ, we process to different places on campus to recall, and relive,
Jesus’ steps on Good Friday. We hear selections of scripture, and say brief prayers, as we
move from our Family Eucharist service to the Tenebrae.
7 p.m. Tenebrae Service of Light, Darkness and Music—Sanctuary
Tenebrae is a traditional service of light and darkness built around the passion story. All
Tenebrae services are moving and meaningful. The way we do it at Hillcrest, takes it to
another level.
Sunday April 1 Easter Sunday
April Fool’s Day--maybe. Easter at Hillcrest for sure. And that’s no joke. But it is lots of fun.
The Lord is Risen! And organ and trumpet and bands and choirs lead us in wonderful celebration. Following
the service, our sisters and brothers in the Korean Methodist Church will host a celebratory Easter lunch.
Note the times of the Good Friday services.
All Sunday services begin at 10:30 a.m.
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Moderator’s Report for March

Celebrate!!!
Our church is vital and healthy!! Everywhere I look I see the signs…
In the final 2018 budget, after many years we have sufficient funds to provide salaried employees with a
5% increase and hourly employees with an increase as well. Our boards and ministries were frugal
in 2017, leaving us with a $13,638 net surplus, which we were able to add to the Contingency Fund
for the proverbial ‘rainy day.’ Thanks to all of you who pledged this year—you help secure the future of our church!!
In December the Outreach Ministry piloted the addition of Saturday hours to the Food and Clothing
rooms. It was a tremendous success!! 93 individuals were served by the Food Room and 86 by the
Clothing Room.
Starting in January, the third Saturday of the month was added to the permanent schedule. Thanks
to those who spearheaded this change and recruited Girl Scout Troop #33354 to volunteer each
month as part of their service projects. Thanks to those of you who donate money and supplies to
these rooms, which sufficiently accommodates the addition of these busy days. And of course,
thanks to the many many volunteers who serves in these rooms!
I recently had the privilege of sending a letter to our UCC conference, on behalf of Council, recommending our Minister-in-Training David Kuechle to formally begin his ordination process. The
Council vote was unanimous as we all acknowledged the quality of David’s preaching, pastoral care,
and wonderful work with the kids in Christian Ed.
In 2016 a significant amount of money was left to Hillcrest from the estate of one of our beloved members. Through the Gifts & Memorials Committee, these funds are being used for campus improvement projects to provide a safe, functional and appealing campus that serves our ministries. Projects
have included refurbishment of the parlor and kitchen, new signage, and others. Stay tuned for further communication about completed and future projects. A special thanks to the Trustees for their
part in managing this work.
As we move into the Lent, a time of reflection, I can’t help but to reach out in gratitude to all of those who
have been and those who continue to be a part of our church community. God’s breath is flowing
around and through us—can you feel it?
Your Moderator,
- Cindy Durant
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GIFTS AND MEMORIALS COMMITTEE
The gifts and memorials committee meets several times a year
with the purpose of accepting and disbursing any funds that may
have been given to the church to honor the presence or memory
of a church member or friend. We currently are in need of new
committee members and hope that this would be something that
you would care to serve on. It is an important part of our church
life and aids us all in keeping alive the memory of those who
have contributed so much to the church in the past
The next committee is scheduled to meet on March 26, 2018
at 2:00 PM in the afternoon in the parlor at Hillcrest. Any
and all are welcome to make suggestions for appropriate gifts to
the church which will honor those in whose name the funds
have been given. Currently we are considering a couple of larger projects which involve painting and air conditioning. Please
contact the chairman, Harriette Henrickson, at 935-6280 or
email hhen35rowley@comcast.net, the church office at
689-8260, or come to the meeting to submit written suggestions
for honored gifts.
Please come join us or just attend a meeting to see if this would
be an area of service for you.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday -Friday 9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
The office is now closed at noon
on Wednesdays.
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
March 11, 2018
One Great Hour of Sharing is the special offering of the United Church of
Christ that serves persons with needs resulting from natural disasters and political or economic crises. Gifts are used for disaster response, social services
and refugee assistance, as well as sustaining long-term rehabilitation and development projects in more than 80 countries. By making a generous donation, you can enable others to build better lives for their families and communities around the world.
Our gifts are plentiful and diverse, freely bestowed by our loving God.
Consider these gifts as Sunday, March 11 approaches. Remember that
special mission offerings are opportunities for us to share our blessings to
serve others.
“Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” – I Peter
4:10b NRSV

Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT

CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Ryan Anderson
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Robin Welles Brunner
Mitsuka Bude
Becky Bunnell
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Reva Dietz
Nancy Hammill
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Sharon Lind
Shirley Malcolm
Alix Sahlin
Dorothy Smith
Larry Smythe
Dana Sparks
Martha Vivrette
John Welles

HOME FROM THE
HOSPITAL

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Lyle Palmer
Mary Rinehart
Shirley Ronzone
Bettie Ryan
Jan Smiley
Betty Soreide
Eric Sundin

**Please help us keep these
lists updated. If you do not
see a name you expected to
see, let us know. And, if you
know of name(s) that can be
removed, please contact us
at the Church office.

THANK YOU!
The Hillcrest Layette volunteers thank
the Pleasant Hill-Martinez AAUW
branch for generously donating baby
gifts to the Layette program. Items
received included sleepers, outfits,
blankets, sweaters and diapers.

Gerry Smythe
John Grover
CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to Fran Thorp
for her new great-grandson,
Rhone Alan, who was born
December 7, 2017. He is the
son of David and Ali Hays. The
maternal grandmother is
Rochelle Hays.

Hillcrest member Joyce Santos wrote
the following after Christmas, “Thank
you very much for the lovely white
poinsettia plants. It was nice of you to
give it to me.”
We would like to thank Gloria Malcolm
for helping make sure those in long
term or residential care know they are
thought of by delivering poinettias each
year.

IN SYMPATHY

Our sympathy goes out to Fran Thorp
and family on the passing of Fran’s
twin sister, Florence Fowler, on
January 19th. Many Hillcrest friends
knew her and are invited to the
memorial service at Zio Fraedo’s
Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane,
Pleasant Hill beginning at noon on
Saturday, March 10th.
NEW ADDRESS
Eric Sundin has moved to 5500 Kelrose
Court, Concord, CA 94521. His phone
number is 925-673-1237.

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
BEGINS MARCH 11TH!
Set your clocks one hour ahead!
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CHRISTIAN ED ICE OUTING
ICE SKATING AT THE VERANDA SHOPPING MALL
ON FEBRUARY 11TH
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Godspeed Gladys Boomer!

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS March 2018

8

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED: , March 2, 2018
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Hillcrest Book Club
The book selection for March is "Leaving Before The Rains
Come" by Alexandra Fuller.
The author writes about growing up in Africa - Zimbabwe and
Zambia-with her sister, eccentric mother and colorful father.
Join us on March 11 after church (daylight savings time begins
this date) in Room 16 to share our thoughts about this interesting book.

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Minister-in-Training:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Worship Service:
9:30 Education Hour
10:30 a.m. Worship and Church School
Childcare available beginning at 9:30 a.m.
—————————————–——
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
March 11, 2018 at NOON.
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

